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Crime
R e p o r t

Deadly gas leak in

Shuwaikh contained

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Firemen controlled an ammonia gas leak in an
industrial Shuwaikh company. Ammonia gas is used for
cooling in large refrigerators. The leak was discovered in
the basement of a fruits company. Industrial Shuwaikh and
Mubarak Al-Kabeer hazardous material centers responded
to the scene and those present in the area were asked to
move 100 to 200 meters away from the site, while fans
were used to reduce the high concentration of the gas.
Company technicians were later allowed in to ensure the
valve was closed, and the company aeration system was
put on. No injuries were reported.

By Ben Garcia 

KUWAIT: A Ugandan housemaid working
in Kuwait was allegedly beaten and assault-
ed by her employers after taking a half day
off for the Eid Al-Fitr holiday. She spoke
with Kuwait Times to relate her ordeal and
plead for help from authorities. 

Fatima, a mother of two, arrived in
Kuwait from Uganda nearly two years ago.
Though promised a high paying sales clerk
position, she ended up with a maid’s
recruitment agency and was contracted
out to serve as a maid in a private home. 

“I was hired from Uganda and was opti-
mistic at first to work and change our lives.
I was told by my recruiter that I will be
working in the supermarket as a saleslady
with KD 250 salary monthly. But when I
came, I was sold to a Kuwaiti family and
forced to work as housemaid. I did not
complain anymore since it is too late and
also because in my mind I wanted to get
back the KD 340 I spent just to get the job
here,” she said.  

After 19 months work without a day off,
Fatima asked for a break during the Eid hol-
iday. Her sponsor is currently abroad on
holiday so she asked the sponsor’s children
(who also live in the same house) if she
could go out for a few hours. The employ-
ers agreed. 

But on the first day of the Eid holiday,
the employers left in the morning saying
that they would be back at the agreed
upon time so she could go out. “ They
agreed I could go out on the first day of Eid
in the morning. But they left at that time,
and they told me to wait,” the 28-year-old
told Kuwait Times. “I waited until 4:00 pm
but still no one came home. So I decided to
go out without them. Anyway they knew
that I was taking a day off,” she explained. 

Nightmare begins
But her holiday turned into a night-

mare when she returned to her employer’s
house.  “At around 7:00 pm, I had barely
crossed the gate when my employers
grabbed my clothes and started beating
me on my face. Other family members
came out and they punched and assaulted
me physically, three of them (referring to
the two sons and daughter of her spon-
sor). They smashed my head into the floor,
they stepped on my body with their
shoes; spat on my face and kicked my
body everywhere,” Fatima claimed. 

Fatima showed this reporter several
bruises on her face and body along with a
medical report from the ambulance. Fatima
said she was strangled too, showing the
scar on her neck. “I do not know whether
they wanted to kill me or something so I
just cried and begged them to stop. I also
shouted at that time hoping that our
neighbors could hear my cries,” she said. 

Fatima’s nightmare was far from over.
Picked up by a police patrol outside the
house, she was taken to the police station
in Shuhada. Bleeding profusely, the police
called an ambulance and the paramedics
took her to Mubarak Hospital. But the hos-
pital staff refused to treat her as she did
not have the KD 2 for the required stamp. 

“I said I do not have any money in my
pocket so the police brought me back to
the police station. There I was jailed for
one and a half days. 

The police called my employer and
pressured them to take me out from the
police station because there was no case
or reason for me to stay in police custody,”
Fatima explained.  “They came that day
and took me instead to the airport; they
bought me a ticket to Uganda,” she said.
(The flight would take her to Dubai, then

Cairo before reaching Kampala).

Attempted deportation
But in the airport, Fatima refused to

leave Kuwait because the bag which her
employers brought and said to contain her
personal belongings was empty. 

“They said that all my things were in the
bag but I told them I want to inspect the
bag. They would not allow me, saying that
it was already checked. So I refused and
said I would not leave without my stuff.
They tried to call another police officer to
scare me off, but the policeman who
responded was friendly. I explained to him
and he said to check the bag. But when I
opened the bag, it was empty.” When she
saw the empty bag, she refused to board

the plane. 
Fatima claims that she was also missing

KD 100 and a cellphone that she had in her
bag at her sponsor’s house. She appealed
to the police officer for help.

“The policeman told my employer to
return everything to me and suggested
that I go home with them. But I refused to
go back to their house alone because I was
afraid they would kill me. So the policeman
told me to call friends or anyone I knew in
Kuwait so I could stay with them for a
while. That was when I contacted the
Ugandans in Kuwait Association, and they
rescued me,” she said. 

No embassy, still some help 
Since there is no embassy of Uganda in

Kuwait, the association is the next best
alternative for Ugandan nationals in trou-
ble here. The ‘Ugandans in Kuwait
Association’ headed by Nsubuga Ali Bashir
tries to help other Uganda nationals here.
“We do not have embassy here, so prob-
lems such as this usually come to our atten-
tion through our association. I am very
active in rescuing our compatriots with
Kamugegeya Fahadie, my Vice Chairman
and with my secretary Nandaula Prudence. 

We have about 600 domestic helpers in
Kuwait and we want them to be protected
by the Kuwaiti government,” he said. “We
do not have lawyers to defend our rights;
so I hope by bringing this incident to the
attention of the media we will be able to
get the proper support and hope we’ll get
to hold the employer liable. We want
lawyers or any NGOs to help us in this case
and we are going to recommend to our
government to temporary suspend the
deployment of Ugandan workers to
Kuwait till we are completely protected,”
he mentioned.

Trafficked domestic helper

beaten for taking day off

The scars seen on Fatima’s neck.

Knives confiscated
A campaign carried out by General Security at the
Entertainment City resulted in the confiscation of
sharp objects. A security source said the youths who
had the knives were not allowed entry to the city,
because their motives behind carrying the objects
were unknown.

Explosives
Bomb squads took action over an explosive device in
Nuwaiseeb, which surfaced due to erosion. Officers
secured the area shortly after arriving to the scene in
response to an emergency call.

Two dead in separate cases
An Egyptian man died before reaching the hospital, and
the cause of death was discovered to be a result of drown-
ing. In another incident, an Asian man was killed in a labor-
ers’ residence in Mina Abdallah. A security source said pre-
liminary examination indicates foul play was involved.

Two-car fire
Jleeb Al-Shuyiukh firemen dealt with a fire in two cars,
reported recently in the area. A driver of one of the cars
had a minor arm injury and was treated on site.

Neglected cars removed
Kuwait Municipality Public Relations department said
the Public Cleanliness and Road Occupancy depart-
ment in Hawally removed 82 neglected cars. It also
issued 67 licenses and collected KD 10,488 in fees for
restaurants and cafes and games shops during the
month of June.

By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: Minister of Social Affairs and Labor
Hind Al-Subaih said that a new batch of 150
companies that do not exist on the ground have
recently been discovered, adding that labor
forces registered under them had ‘leaked’ into
the local labor market. Subaih added that the
Manpower Public Authority is in the process of
taking legal action against those companies in
addition to 60 others previously detected, said
Subaih, who is also the Minister of State for
Planning and Development. “Labor registered
under those companies had been granted a

two-month grace period starting June 1 until
August 1 to legalize their statuses,” she said.  

Court rules 
The Misdemeanor Court yesterday annulled

a previous ruling sentencing former parliamen-
tary elections candidate Mohammed Owayyed
Al-Mutairi to a year of imprisonment over the
slander of former MP Jam’an Al-Harbash on
Twitter, and only fined him KD 70. 

Official’s wife detained
A female citizen was recently referred to the

security office at a famous shopping mall in Rai

for refusing to be searched by security person-
nel after claiming to be the wife of a senior
police officer, and that she belonged to a well
off family. 

Hospital ruling overturned
The Court of Appeals yesterday annulled a

First Instance Court ruling mandating a private
hospital to compensate a female citizen with KD
45,000 for alleged medical errors during plastic
surgery, which included a nose job. The citizen
had sued the hospital because the post-surgery
results did not match the features she had
‘ordered.’

150 fake companies to

be prosecuted: Minister

Minister Hind Al-Subaih

By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: The Appeals Court yesterday
overruled a criminal court verdict sen-
tencing a citizen to 15 years in prison with
labor for joining Islamic State (IS), and
sentenced him to 10 years only. The citi-
zen faced accusations of committing hos-
tile actions against two foreign states by
joining the terrorist organization, IS, with-
out prior permission from the Kuwaiti
government.

225,000 housing units   
Kuwait Municipality’s Assistant Director

for Urban Planning Ahmad Al-Manfouhi
said that the municipality handed over
land to build around 224,718 housing
units to the Public Authority for Housing
Welfare (PAHW), including land for 25,000
units at Southern Sabah Al-Ahmed City.
Manfouhi added that the deadline to finish
building the housing units was to be
determined by the PAHW. 

Grilling motions 
MP Abdullah Al-Maayouf stressed that

Kuwait was going through the best phase
of political reform in its history, which was

evident in the legislative achievements it
has made so far. “We are also proud of fully
observing the Constitution discussing any
grilling motion,” he said. 

Commenting on the conscription bill,
Maayouf said that it was up to the defense
ministry’s readiness to put it into practice
within one year as of publication in the
official gazette. 

Financial violations 
MP Nabil Al-Fadhl recently filed a parlia-

mentary inquiry to Minister of Social
Affairs and Labor Hind Al-Subaih concern-
ing alleged accusations of financial viola-
tions by the director of the Public
Authority for the Disabled. MP Fadhl
explained that many documents had been
circulating over Twitter in this regard. 

New students
The acting dean of admission and regis-

tration at the Public Authority for Applied
Education and Training Hassan Al-Mutairi
said that names of new students accepted
in PAAET colleges would be announced
soon. Mutairi expected accepting 10,500
students according to each college admis-
sion rules and regulations.

IS-affiliated citizen

sentenced to 10 years

Interior Ministry warns of roaming vendors

KUWAIT: Two Interior Ministry officials have
identified roaming vendors as one of the
most negative phenomena that Kuwait suf-
fers from.

The presence of those vendors in most of
Kuwait’s main streets and roundabouts,
working without license, permission or any
legal act should be confronted strictly to pro-

tect them and for the interest of citizens and
expatriates, said Director General of the
Residency Affairs Detectives Department
Brigadier Saud Al-Khader and Director
General of Relations and Security
Information Brig Adel Al-Hashash.

Such vendors harm the country’s security
in various ways, as some of them do not have

valid visas, while others sell banned or
expired material, they said, further warning
that the vendors do not have any health cer-
tificates, which exposes citizens and expats
to health hazards. Brig Khader said that
inspection campaigns were intensified in
various areas of Kuwait to confront this phe-
nomenon, adding that any roaming vendor

arrested will have his visa canceled and will
be deported, while their sponsors will be
blacklisted. Brig Hashash said meanwhile
that the majority of roaming vendors are
children and the elderly, and the security
measures also aim to protect them as they
are exposed to danger at traffic lights and
roundabouts.

KUWAIT: Coastguards rescued a Kuwaiti
family which got stranded for over 35 hours
in international waters, the Interior Ministry
announced yesterday. The 9-hour opera-
tion was carried out in cooperation and
coordination with Kuwait Navy, the US Fifth
Fleet Command in the Arabian Gulf and the
Police Air Wing, Assistant Undersecretary
for Borders Security Major General Sheikh
Mohammad Al-Yousuf Al-Sabah said.

The rescue mission started in response
to an emergency call from a person report-
ing that relatives have lost their way while
they were heading to Kubbar Island during
the Eid Al-Fitr holiday. Members of the fam-
ily, two men, one woman and two girls,

were stranded when their boat ran out of
fuel and they could not determine their
location, the caller explained. Naval patrols
and Coastguards began their operations
afterwards, and later determined that the
family’s boat was outside Kuwait’s territori-
al waters. Search continued until the boat
was found at 4:30 pm Sunday, 35 hours
after losing contact. The family members
were found in a ‘critical condition’ and were
treated with first aid onsite, Maj Gen Al-
Sabah said. The senior official urged citi-
zens and residents to report any emer-
gency cases to the ministry’s emergency
hotline 112, or the Coastguards General
Department’s hotline 1880888. 

Family rescued after 

35 hours at sea

128,116 used airport

during Eid holiday

KUWAIT: Major General Fuad Al-Athari, Director of the Interior Ministry’s General
Department of Land Border Security, awarded seven intelligence officers for their
hard work and dedication. Deputy Director Brigadier General Faisal Al-Eisa and oth-
er department officials attended the ceremony.

KUWAIT: The number of citizens who departed and
arrived during the period from July 17 to July 20 reached
135,816, while the number of Gulf national was 78,132
including 31,353 departures and 46,779 arrivals through
Salmy, Abdaly and Nuwaiseeb outlets, according to
Interior Ministry statistics. The number of citizen who
arrived through the three outlets for the same period is
30,530, while the number of those who deported was
51,252, the same statistics have shown.

Meanwhile, the number of departures and arrivals at
Kuwait International Airport for the same period was
128,116 including 10,423 arrivals and 43,611 who depart-
ed Kuwait, Interior Ministry Assistant Undersecretary for
Outlets Security Major General Anwar Al-Yaseen said. He
added that cooperation was successful between the
Outlets Directorate General and Kuwait International
Airport Security, Civil Aviation and Customs to ease entry
and exit of passengers as they departed and arrived dur-
ing the Eid Al-Fitr holiday.

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Education started review-
ing and developing its curriculums as part of a
four-year plan that is carried out in cooperation
with the World Bank, a senior ministry official
announced.

All curriculums will be developed in a way to
boost Islamic values that call for solidarity and uni-
ty amongst fellow citizens, Undersecretary Dr
Haitham Al-Athari said in a statement to Kuwait
News Agency (KUNA) yesterday. Development has

already started in grade one’s curriculums with the
aim of enhancing creativity and developing learn-
ers’ skills, he added.

Athari meanwhile hailed the ministry’s coopera-
tion with the Public Anti-Corruption Authority in
terms of implanting the principles and values of
fighting corruption among younger generations.
He added that as per a memo of understanding
signed between the ministry and the authority,
two special teams, one from each side, are soon set

to start studying how to integrate those values in
curriculums.

Amending curriculums, especially those of
Islamic studies and Arabic language, has in recent
years been an issue of hot debate between sup-
ports of the idea who believe that textbooks may
contain ideologies that encourage intolerance, and
others who fear that any changes could negatively
impact the process of teaching Islamic values to
children. Education Minister Dr Bader Al-Essa
became on fire last month after suggesting that
the curriculums need to be readdressed in order to
introduce more values of tolerance in the after-
math of the June 26 terrorist attack, drawing ire
from lawmakers in the parliament.

New year
Meanwhile, Minister Dr Essa expressed readi-

ness of the ministry to receive new academic year
and the introduction of the tablet system in the
secondary school curricula. Essa said in a statement
to reporters after receiving well-wishers following
Eid Al-Fitr that the work is also under way to
appoint directors general in the educational areas,
especially as a number of them have been asked to
retire. Asked about the ministry’s readiness over
maintenance of schools’ air conditioning, the min-
ister said that this file is handled by the Assistant
Undersecretary for Installations Dr Khaled Al-
Rushaid, who was following it up on a weekly basis.

He added that the ministry has allocated the
necessary budget for these projects while waiting
for the approval of the Ministry of Finance on the
budgets of the demolition of dilapidated schools.

MOE starts curriculums development plans

KUWAIT:  Minister of Education Dr Bader Al-Essa (center) and senior ministry officials are pic-
tured during a reception held on the first day of work after the Eid Al-Fitr holiday. — Photo by
Fouad Al-Shaikh


