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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah strong-
ly condemned a terrorist bomb attack in
the Turkish town of Suruc, which killed at
least 30 people and injured many others.

In a cable of condolences to Turk ish
Pres ident  Recep Tay yip  Erdogan late
Monday, His Highness the Amir reaffirmed
Kuwait’s firm rejection to “this criminal act,”
which contravened with heavenly faiths
and human values.

His Highness the Amir said Kuwait sup-
ported all measures adopted by Turkey to
confront these terrorist acts, which aimed
at undermining security and stability of
the country. He also supported the interna-
tional community’s fight against terrorism.

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sent a
cable of condolences to President Erdogan
over  the  ter ror is t  at tack  in  Suruc.  H is
Highness Sheikh Nawaf extended condo-
lences to the families of the victims, and
wished speedy recovery for the injured. His
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber
Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah sent a similar
cable. 

Kuwait had condemned the recent ter-
rorist attack that targeted a cultural cen-
tre in the Turkish city of Suruc, a Foreign

Ministry source said. The source affirmed
that Kuwait  stands by Turkey and sup-
ports all its efforts in fighting terrorism. It
also reiterated Kuwait’s stance against all

fo r m s  fo r  t e r ro r i s t  a c t s .  T h e  s o u rc e
expressed its deepest sorrows to the fall-
en victims of the attack and speedy recov-
ery to the injured. — KUNA

Amir condemns terrorist

attack in Turkish town

By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: Minister of Electricity and Water
Ahmad Al-Jassar stressed that blackouts
reported recently in Kuwait were only one
percent of the total power grid, and that
such rates were ‘normal’ despite the record
temperatures. Speaking at his office yester-
day, Minister Jassar explained that black-
outs happen in power grids worldwide and
that in view of the extreme heat last
Thursday, it was normal for a blackout to
happen. He also attributed the recent
blackouts to the random construction
expansions, extreme temperatures, dam-
age to land cables during some construc-
tion operations and theft of some cables
and power units. “Some blackouts happen
due to technical malfunctions but that is
the least of our worries because they are so
limited,” he noted. 

30 minutes
Minister Jassar, who is also the Minister

of Public Works, pointed out that a scien-
tific system used worldwide to measure
power cuts showed that the rate of black-
outs was normal in Kuwait, because it
does not exceed 30 minutes, while it is 50
minutes in other GCC states and 55-80
minutes in some advanced European
countries such as Sweden, Britain and
France. 

Jassar also denied any connection
between power production and consump-
tion since Kuwait produces 15,500
megawatts while total consumption was
only 12,500 megawatts. He added that
new power projects would add an addi-
tional 6,000 megawatts to the grid by
2020 and 2021. 

Qurain blackout
In the meantime, some parts of Al-

Qurain Markets’ area suffered from a tem-
porary blackout yesterday. No reasons were
yet given about the incident. 

Blackouts within normal

range: Minister Jassar

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah

His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah’s
warning of the growing rate

and severity of terrorism and his
demands to the international commu-
nity to join hands in fighting it and
drying up its resources was very deci-
sive. 

In his speech on the last ten days of
Ramadan, the Amir urged the entire
international community to dedicate
all efforts to fight terrorism and dry up
its resources so that all peoples and
nations could live safely. “The world
also has to stop the spread of dreadful
sectarian and doctrinal tensions
because it threatens all nations and
undermines their solidarity,” he said in
very wise words that actually diagnose
the problem and call for dealing with
the real reasons behind allowing ter-
rorists to mislead the youth by reli-
gious and doctrinal slogans. 

HH the Amir’s clear reference to the
wars, conflicts and lack of security so
many Arab countries have been suffer-
ing from in the form of heartbreaking

human tragedies leading to hunger
and displacement of many of these
countries’ subjects within their coun-
tries and abroad was a clear reference
and call to look into the mirror and
view things as they really are, especial-
ly in some Arab countries that have
been allowing the spread of terrorist
ideas and exporting them.  

Murdering 26 innocent people in a
suicide bombing was an irresponsible
act that was accompanied by chants of
“Allah Akbar” that ought to be shouted
against the faces of enemies of Islam
and peace, and not against innocent
worshippers gathered to per form
Friday prayers while they were pros-
trating during the holy month of
Ramadan.  Such moves to tear Sunnis
and Shiites apart in many Arab and
Gulf countries are unsuccessful
attempts to reproduce the same divi-
sions. With their blood, those martyrs
created another national epic empha-
sizing that there is no place for terror-
ism, religious or doctrinal intolerance
in Kuwait. This is how we have lived for
centuries and how we will live for fur-
ther ones.

Amir’s warning

in my view

By Labeed Abdal 

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and Interior
Minister Sheikh Mohammad Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah yesterday congratulated
Saudi Crown Prince,  Deputy Premier and
Interior Minister Prince Mohammed bin Nayef
bin Abdulaziz  Al  Saud on dist inguished
achievements made by Saudi security forces. In
a cable to the Saudi Crown Prince, Sheikh
Mohammad Al-Khaled hailed the Saudi securi-
ty agencies for having recently nabbed terror-
ist cells that tried to undermine the Kingdom’s
security and stability.

On the other hand, he stressed that concert-
ed efforts should be exerted in order to address
perils and challenges threatening “the security,
stability and sovereignty of our countries and
people”, pointing to the common firm belief,
goal and destiny of Kuwait and Saudi Arabia. He
also boasted that the schemes and plans of such
a “straying group” were aborted in a highly effi-
cient and decisive manner that led to the appre-
hension of those outlaws. Sheikh Mohammad
Al-Khaled wished the Saudi Crown Prince,
Deputy Premier and Interior Minister well and

the Kingdom everlasting security and stability.
Meanwhile, Sheikh Mohammad lauded secu-

rity forces for their tremendous efforts in
upholding security and preserving peace during
the holy month of Ramadan and the Eid Al Fitr
holidays. While receiving well-wishers on the
occasion of Eid Al Fitr, Sheikh Mohammed Al-
Khaled expressed his gratitude to all members of
the security personnel for their role in safeguard-
ing the nation and providing maximum security
for citizens and expatriates alike, the Interior
Ministry said in a statement. — KUNA

Minister congratulates Saudi

Arabia on security achievements

KUWAIT: Interior Minister Sheikh Mohammad Al-Khaled receives Eid Al-Fitr greetings. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Acting Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad
Al-Sabah yesterday received senior officials
of the Foreign Ministry on the occasion of

Eid Al-Fitr.  During the meeting,  Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled wished them well  and
Kuwait more security, stability, progress and
prosperity under the wise leadership of His

Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and His Highness the
Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah. —KUNA

Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled

receives Eid well-wishers

LONDON: The type of visa acquired by
Kuwaitis will determine their stay in the
UK and therefore, the Kuwaiti embassy
urges nationals to get the correct docu-
ments so that their visit would not be hin-
dered, the embassy said in a statement
yesterday.

Some Kuwaiti  nationals have been
acquiring tourism visas to visit the UK
while seeking treatment, Consul at the
Kuwaiti embassy in London Meshal Al-
Mudaf said. The Kuwaiti diplomat urged
nationals to abide by the rules while get-
ting the visa to avoid being deported from
the UK. While visiting the UK, Kuwaiti

nationals are urged to respect the laws
and follow rules regarding accommoda-
tions and lodgings to avoid prosecution or
being subjected to acts of fraud.

Regarding Kuwaitis seeking treatment
in the UK, the diplomat urged Kuwaiti
nationals accompanying patients to take
ex tra precaution whi le  withdrawing
treatment money from banks due several
incidents of theft. In case of a health
emergency, Kuwaitis are urged to call the
number of the embassy’s health center
during and after office hours or visit gov-
ernment-run hospitals in the UK, said
Mudaf. — KUNA

GENEVA: Senior officials at the
International Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC) have lauded Kuwait ’s rapid
response to humanitarian calls, through
generous contributions. Kuwait is global-
ly known for its support to humanitarian
situations, ICRC Deputy Director of
Operations Regis Savioz told KUNA yes-
terday, saying he welcomes exchange of
expertise with Kuwaiti charity and relief
organizations, as both share common
goals for assisting people worldwide.

Savioz pointed to millions of people
who have fallen victims to catastrophes,
crises and conflicts around the globe.
They are in dire need for help, he said,
noting that challenges of humanitarian
work are ‘colossal.’ He welcomed a visiting

delegation from the Second Kuwait
International Forum for Humanitarian
Workers.

According to Savioz, there are ICRC’s
13,000 employees carrying out humani-
tarian missions in more than 80 coun-
tries, with a budget that exceeds one bil-
lion Swiss francs. Major missions are now
in Syria, South Sudan, Afghanistan, Iraq
and Yemen.

Meanwhile, ICRC’s head of operations
for the Middle East Robert Mardini wel-
comed the Kuwaiti delegation, and high-
lighted the country’s humanitarianism
worldwide. He referred to the hard condi-
tions in the region that prompt further
humanitarian cooperation to help the
afflicted people. —KUNA
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KUWAIT: Minister Ahmad Al-Jassar receives greetings on the first day of work after
the Eid Al-Fitr holiday. —Photo by Fouad Al-Shaikh


