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TORONTO: Holley Mangold of the United States falls during her last lift in the women’s +75kg weightlifting final on Day
5 of the Toronto 2015 Pan Am Games in Toronto, Canada. —AFP 

TORONTO: Canada feels the power of
the home-field advantage at the Pan Am
Games, and Brazil -  the host of the
Olympics next year in Rio de Janeiro - is
watching. Canada has topped the medal
table through the first days of the event
and, although it’s sure to relinquish its
lead to the powerful Americans, the
frenzied home crowds in Toronto are
driving the medal count. “Knowing that
most of those people in the stands are
there for you is a tremendous confi-
dence builder,” Curt Harnett, head of the
Canadian delegation, told The
Associated Press on Wednesday. “It
gives you a significant sense of - I’ll use
the word: swagger.”

Canada’s got it. Brazil will need it a
year from now. And the Americans
always seem to have it at the big events.
Host countries always get a boost at the
Olympics, or in large regional events like
the Pan Am Games. China did in 2008 in
Beijing, and Britain caught Olympic
fever three years ago in London.
Canada’s going all out to justify spend-
ing $2 billion on the most expensive Pan
Am Games in history. It’s treating the
games like the Olympics - newspapers
are displaying the medal count on the
front page - and some see it as a prelude
to an eventual Olympic bid.

The hemisphere’s three powers are
taking slightly different approaches to
the 17-day event. Harnett said Canada is
fielding its “A Team” and its 719-mem-

ber delegation is the largest of the
games, and almost twice as big as its
Pan Am team four years ago in
Guadalajara, Mexico. Canada is building
on its success at the 2010 Winter
Olympics in Vancouver, where it topped
the gold-medal count. “Canadians
found their collective voice and pride at
Vancouver, and that surge has carried
over here,” Harnett said.

Harnett won three Olympics medals
in track cycling, but he’s best known for
making a shampoo commercial just
before the 1992 Olympics in Barcelona.
“I probably became better known as the
shampoo guy who went to the
Olympics, rather than the Olympic guy
who did the shampoo commercial,” said
Harnett, a 50-year-old who still has long,
curly blond hair.  Brazilian officials
describe their Pan Am team as a “mix”
with perhaps 70 percent from the “A
Team.” The goal is to be in the top three
in Toronto, and then to start thinking
about Rio.

Brazil won 17 medals three years ago
in London. Adriana Behar, the deputy
head of the Brazilian Pan Am delega-
tion, said the Olympic goal is to reach
the top 10 in the total medal count,
which probably means winning
between 27 and 30. “We know that at
home we have the pressure, with every-
one anticipating the results,” said Behar,
who won back-to-back Olympic silver
medals in beach volleyball in 2000 and

2004. “We notice how Canada has done
here at home,” she said. “I can tell you,
for me as an athlete, it makes a huge
difference with everyone supporting
you; the fans, the atmosphere, to be in a
place you are used to.”

Alan Ashley, head of the American
delegation in Toronto, said he expects
Brazil to get a “good bump” next year in
Rio. “The home-field advantage for the
Brazilians next year will be significant,”
he said. “It’s an unbelievably great
opportunity. You get to enter in some
sports you might not have entered, and
you have that incredible enthusiasm of
the crowds.” Ashley, who is chief of
sport performance for US Olympic
Committee, described his team as a
“real mix” between world and Olympic
champions, “and B and C team athletes
that are really still  on their way up
through the pipeline. So it’s all over the
map.”

He used the example of a rowing
team that had never rowed together,
racing in Toronto after a few days of
practice.  “It ’s  a broad mix.” The
Americans have won twice as many
medals as any other country at the Pan
Ams since the games started 64 years
ago. He said no one needed motivation
to continue the dominance. “The level
of athletes that come to these events,
they are the type of people that you
don’t need to tell them they need to do
well. They’ve figured that out.”— AP 

TORONTO: Four Cuban rowers ended their Pan American
Games by defecting to the United States on Wednesday while
a wave of support continued to carry Canada to the top of the
podium at the pool and on the rowing course. With the
Henley rowing venue just a few kilometres from the US,
Leosmel Ramos, Wilber Turro, Manuel Suarez and Orlando
Sotolongo all made the short trip to the border but at differ-
ent times according to the Canadian Broadcasting
Corporation. 

Gymnasts Jossimar Calvo Moreno of Colombia and
Canadian Ellie Black turned the attention back to the sports as
they signed off with a Games’ high five medals. Disappointed
at not being able to successfully defend his all-around crown,
Moreno added apparatus gold on the parallel bars and hori-
zontal bar on Wednesday to the pommel horse gold and two
bronzes he won in the individual all-around and team compe-
titions earlier.

“From the time I came here, I came with the mindset of
writing history individually and as a group,” said Moreno, who
won the all-around title at the 2011 games aged 17. “Its been
a long process but we came here and we did it. “The group
won a medal and it’s the first time Colombia has a medal as a
team.” Black also struck double gold on the beam and floor on
the final day of the gymnastic competition to go along with
gold in the all-around, silver in the team and bronze on the
vault.

The US swim team got their first gold of the Games with
Olympic champion Allison Schmitt storming to victory in the
200 metres freestyle. Schmitt, who won five medals at the
London Olympics, clocked one minute, 56.23 seconds to
demolish the old Pan Am record that had stood since 1979 by
more than two seconds. The Americans, however, had little
other else to celebrate with Sean Lehane their only other gold
medal winner in the 200 backstroke. Adding to the US frustra-
tion was the men’s 4x200 freestyle relay team was stripped of
the silver medal when Michael Weiss was disqualified for
swimming with tape on his fingers elevating Canada.

Kierra Smith also took gold in the women’s 200 breast-
stroke while her team mate Hilary Caldwell won the 200 back-
stroke. Canada also continued to dominate the rowing, pick-
ing up gold in the men’s eights, women’s quadruple sculls
and men’s lightweight coxless fours. Canadian rowers ended
the competition with 11 total medals, including eight golds.
No other country had more than two. Canada leads after the
fifth day of competition with 33 gold but the Americans
began to narrow the gap and finished the day a close second
with 28. The US have the most total medals with 85 followed
by the home nation on 82.— Reuters

Cuban rowers defect 
as Canada still on top

Earn your place, van Gaal 
warns United’s new boys

SEATTLE: Louis van Gaal on Wednesday warned his raft of new
signings they would have to fight for their Manchester United
places as the Premier League giants prepared to kick-off their
pre-season tour of the United States.  United arrived in Seattle
in buoyant mood after bolstering their squad with a slew of
high-calibre new arrivals led by Bayern Munich midfielder
Bastian Schweinsteiger and France international Morgan
Schneiderlin. 

With highly rated Dutch international Memphis Depay and
Italy defender Matteo Darmian also joining in the close season,
van Gaal is confident he can build a team to re-establish United
as title challengers. But the veteran Dutchman warned that all
of the new signings would need to prove they deserved a place
in United’s starting line-up.  “I have to say to the players, you
have to fight for your position,” van Gaal said. “Never is it secure
in top sport-even my position is not secure. “But also the play-
ers, the players have to fight. Morgan Schneiderlin has to fight
with Schweinsteiger, Michael Carrick, Daley Blind-these are the
players who can play in the centre of midfield. 

“Matteo Darmian has to fight with (Antonio) Valencia, he
knows that but Valencia knows that also.”  Darmian, who joined
from Torino, would help to shore up United’s defense while also
providing an attacking threat, van Gaal said. “He has a very
good orientation and with that he can cooperate with our cen-
tral defenders,” van Gaal said. “He is fast. He is also a reasonable
header so that is also a plus. He can build up and he can see a
free man and he is in an attacking way a good player.”  Van Gaal
meanwhile praised United chief executive Ed Woodward for
helping get the bulk of the club’s transfer business done before
the pre-season. —AFP 
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