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WASHINGTON: He says that he is the only reporter to ever be
barred by FIFA president Sepp Blatter-and veteran investiga-
tive journalist Andrew Jennings wears it as a badge of honor.
No more so than on Wednesday when the grizzled Briton
went before a US Senate subcommittee on Capitol Hill scruti-
nizing FIFA and the litany of corruption allegations convulsing
football’s world governing body. Jennings, who has made a
long and fruitful career out of ruffling feathers, has spent 15
years pursuing Blatter and other high-ranking football admin-
istrators. So he made no effort to hide his glee when US
authorities in May charged 14 football officials and sports
marketing executives over more than $150 million of bribes.

Blatter was not among them, but shortly afterwards the
man synonymous with FIFA largesse said he would step
down-not that Jennings thinks the Swiss has any intention of
doing so. Jennings, reveling in the opulence of his surround-
ings and with all eyes on him, did not miss the chance to twist
the knife further into Blatter and Co at Wednesday’s hearing.
The star witness-who had flown in from Britain-branded FIFA
“sleazebags,” “low lifes” and “a smelly shell,” his broad British
accent incongruous in a room full of Americans. “Once upon a
time FIFA officials walked down the street with their FIFA blaz-
er, the FIFA logo. ‘I’m from FIFA. I’m important,’” said Jennings.
“Who would do that now? Who would dare do that now?
None of them.” 

‘Not alone any more’
He may have helped bring FIFA close to its knees, but

Jennings, an author who has also made documentaries for the
BBC, had a long and varied journalism career before homing
in on the beleaguered footballing body. He has reported in
war zones-Beirut, Chechnya and Central America-and gone
“nose-to-nose” with mafioso in Palermo, as he put it to the
subcommittee hearing. Nor is FIFA the first major sports body
he has successfully gone after, having helped expose corrup-
tion at the International Olympic Committee (IOC) in the
1990s.

After that he had FIFA firmly in his sights and he described
Wednesday how he had experienced attacks on his comput-
ers and legal threats, and how he met US special agents who
wanted to know what evidence he had of alleged FIFA wrong-
doing. “I was not alone any more, the real people had arrived,”
he said. He handed over to them financial documents and
other papers about Chuck Blazer, he said, at one point the
most powerful man in North American football and a key
Blatter ally. Blazer is now disgraced, facing jail time and
banned from football for life after admitting to US investiga-
tors that he took more than $11 million in bribes from 2005 to
2010.

Making enemies
He may be in his seventies now, a grandfather and his hear-

ing not what it once was, but Jennings shows scant sign of
slowing down-or of being in the slightest bit concerned at
making more enemies. Also in his crosshairs Wednesday was
the US Soccer Federation (“massive, massive deficiencies”) and
its absent president Sunil Gulati, who is also a top FIFA execu-
tive. “I note the absence of your FIFA delegate Mr Sunil Gulati,”
Jennings said in the direction of US Soccer CEO Dan Flynn,
another giving testimony, his tone rich in irony. “That’s one
crucial question today,” Jennings went on, his voice getting
louder. “Where is Sunil? Where is he?” Jennings has gobbled
up and spat out FIFA, but FIFA has consumed him too.—AFP 
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BEIJING: Brazilian veteran Robinho will
join Luiz Felipe Scolari’s Guangzhou
Evergrande, the Chinese champions
announced yesterday, re-uniting the
pair after the ex-Real Madrid player was
left off Scolari’s World Cup roster. ‘Big
Phil’ enticed the 31-year-old to China
“for a contract period of six months”, a
statement on the website of the
Guangdong outfit said, after weeks of
speculation. The statement gave no
mention of Robinho’s salary, but it is
likely to be a lucrative deal, following
on from Scolari ’s  14 mill ion euro
($15.7m) capture of fellow Brazilian
Paulinho last month.

Robinho was one of the big names
left out of Scolari’s squad for the 2014

World Cup in Brazil, despite playing
against Chile in a friendly only two
months before the team was
announced. He has since been recalled
to the national squad by Scolari’s suc-
cessor, Dunga, and scored last month in
Brazil’s final Copa America match, a dis-
appointing quarter-final exit  to
Paraguay.Robinho arrives in China from
Brazilian club Santos, where he spent
last season on loan from Italian power-
house AC Milan. He joined Milan five
years ago from Premier League big-
spenders Manchester City, following a
spell at Spanish giants Real Madrid.

Guangzhou, who are in the quarter-
finals of the AFC Champions League,
are aiming to clinch a fifth successive

Chinese Super League title this year,
and sit second in the CSL, one point
behind leaders Beijing Guoan.  Robinho
will line up alongside Paulinho - who
arrived from Tottenham Hotspur-and
fellow compatriot and CSL record sign-
ing Ricardo Goulart,  who joined
Guangzhou for 15 mill ion euros in
January. The free-spending side have
led a resurgence in Chinese football
since 2009, when they were demoted as
part of a wide-ranging corruption crack-
down.  Former coach Marcello Lippi
took them to the pinacle of Asian foot-
ball, a Champions League victory in
2013. The CSL, the most-watched
league in Asia,  this year runs from
March to October.— AFP 
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LAUSANNE: US athlete Reese Hoffa competes in the men’s shot put event during the Lausanne Diamond League athlet-
ics meeting in this file photo. — AFP 

IOC preserves a century
of Olympics history

LAUSANNE: The archives captured some of
the most iconic, and curious, moments in
Olympic history, from pictures of the first mod-
ern-era games in Athens in 1896 to a sack race
in St. Louis, Missouri eight years later.  Sitting in
a basement at the International Olympic
Committee’s (IOC) headquarters in Lausanne,
some 33,000 hours of video, 500,000 pictures
and 2,000 documents among other archives
risked decay and being lost forever.  But after a
seven-year and 30 million euro ($33 million
USD) conservation project involving experts
from across the globe, the IOC has rescued
much of its precious audiovisual archive.
“There was an urgency to save this legacy,” said
Philippe Laurens, an official with the IOC’s
Patrimonial Assets Management (PAM) pro-
gram, which spearheaded the project. 

History under threat
When the preservation effort was

launched in 2007 under former IOC presi-
dent Jacques Rogge, the organization dis-
covered that a large portion of its archives
faced destruction. Faded photographs
were deteriorating and some films were
being destroyed by the so-called “vinegar
effect”, where chemicals in the films com-
bined with moisture to cause corrosion.
While some of the video material
remained in good condition, the hardware
needed to play it had become obsolete,
meaning the video needed to be refor-
matted to make it compatible with mod-
ern devices. 

A team of archivists first tried to identi-
fy all the available material, a job estimat-
ed to have taken 100,000 hours of work.
But, they uncovered images that had pre-
viously been unpublished.  The group
found a long tracking shot of the Eiffel
Tower taken during the 1900 games in

Paris, and spectacularly, footage of the vic-
tory lap Greek runner Spyridon Louis took
after winning the marathon in 1896 in
Athens.  The IOC worked with experts
from Switzerland, France, Canada, the
United States and Thailand to document
and repair the archives.   “Everyday,
between 40 and 125 photos and between
15 and 20 hours of recordings were treat-
ed,” Laurens said. Some of the material
required highly specific attention, like 400
hours of footage on 16 mm and 35 mm
film that had to be recopied onto new film
to be preserved for another century.  In
late 2012, the basement of the IOC head-
quarters that housed the archives flooded
following heavy storms, raising fears that
the project had suffered an unexpected
setback. But heavy storage safes protected
the material from water damage and the
restoration work continued.— AFP 


