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Kneeling under a midday sun on mats laid
over an unfinished pavement, Fakhruddin
places his hands and head to the ground

in prayer. He joins hundreds of other devoted
Indian Muslims in a lot surrounded by towering
residential apartments outside of a Muslim
shrine that has become a makeshift mosque.

Fakhruddin, 45, who operates a roadside bar-
bershop, is an Indian Muslim and a minority in
predominantly Hindu India. Like many Muslims
worldwide, Fakhruddin is currently observing
Ramadan - a month of intense prayer, dawn-to-
dusk fasting and nightly feasts. He answers
some questions about his faith and Islam’s holi-
est month:

AP: How important is prayer to you?
Fakhruddin: It’s the core of Islam. It’s more

important than anything else. I do not say that I
pray five times a day and seven days a week but
I always try my best to pray wherever I am.

AP: Do you always pray here?
Fakhruddin: I always pray here whether it’s

Ramadan or not. Prayers are not mandatory only
in Ramadan, but throughout the year. Only the
reward is greater if you pray in a mosque in a
congregation in Ramadan

AP: If you could change anything about
Ramadan, what would it be?

Fakhruddin: I wish the weather was (more)
pleasant. It is very trying to fast when tempera-
tures soar as high as 45 degrees Celsius (113
degrees Farenheit). I work in the open. We pray
in the open no matter how hot it gets. Allah
never fails its servants.

AP: What is the most important thing to
you about being a Muslim in India?

Fakhruddin: My identity. There are few visi-
ble things that a Muslim is supposed to follow,
like sporting a beard, a skullcap. Other things
cannot be seen, for example; being helpful,
good behavior etc. But unfortunately, we are
forced to conceal our visible identity. A bearded
man with a skullcap is seen as a threat in India
and therefore subjected to humiliation. There
was a time when I also had beard but had to
shave it off. To be honest I am running my busi-
ness here in front of the mosque so that I could
feel secure. — AP

Indian Muslims observe

holy month ofRamadan

Muslim worshippers offer Friday prayers in a lot used as a makeshift mosque in the compound
of the shrine of Syed Abdullah Khan.

An Indian Muslim father and son break their fast as they sit on a road divider.

Fakhruddin prays after breaking his Ramadan fast at a
makeshift mosque, in Noida.

Indian Muslims Irshad Ali (left), Fakhrunnisa Ali (center) and
Aamir Irshad break their fast at their home during the month
of Ramadan in the old quarters of New Delhi. — AP photos

Muslim worshippers offer Friday prayers in at lot at the
shrine of Syed Abdullah Khan.

underlined traditions of tolerance between
Muslims and Christians. Al-Azhar has come under
criticism, even from some supporters of the
Egyptian president who call its teaching methods
outdated and its efforts at change slow. Amer
defended the institution, saying “all the sons and
daughters of Islam, Arabs and Westerners, come to
learn at Al-Azhar, to learn its moderate and peace-
ful doctrine.”

Efforts to reform Islam are nothing new. For cen-
turies, Muslim theologians, jurists, poets and scien-
tists advanced not only their understanding of how
Islam applied to the times, but also advanced philo-

sophical debates and the sciences like medicine
and math. But one of the Arab world’s most famous
Muslim televangelists, Amr Khaled, who dedicated
his TV show through Ramadan to discussing ways
of reform, pointed out that it has been at least 70
years since the last great work on Islamic jurispru-
dence was written. 

Life situation
Some of the most widely sold books of Quranic

interpretation today are 1,000 years old, he said.
“Life is running forward, but our understanding of
religion is stagnant,” Khaled told viewers. That first

episode garnered more than 240,000 views on
YouTube and potentially millions more on TV. He
then called on young people across the Arab world
to join him in online discussions. He sought to
apply Quranic teachings to life situation. For exam-
ple, he dedicated three episodes to discussing how
Muslims are called on by their faith to be dedicated
to their work, but noted, “We are a society that does
not produce or work.” “The whole idea of the show
is that we can’t know how to reform unless we see
where life stands,” he said. “How can you ask ‘What
can religion offer life?’ when you don’t know where
life stands?”— AP

An Imam leads evening prayers after breaking their fast during the
month of Ramadan at the Al Farooq Omar bin Al Khattab Mosque.

Muslims offer afternoon prayers at the Sheikh Zayed Grand
Mosque in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates.


