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BEIJING: A Chinese official said yester-
day that a group of foreigners had been
detained for distributing “terrorist”
materials after a South African charity
said nine were being held.

Gift of the Givers, a humanitarian
relief organisation based in South Africa,
said five of the detainees were South
Africans, three British and one Indian.

They were among a total of 20 visitors
held on Friday at Ordos airport in China’s
Inner Mongolia region, it said, adding
none had been charged.

“Foreign tourists have been detained
by the police here, I heard they looked at

and propagated something about vio-
lence and terrorism,” Zhang Xi, an official
at Ordos’s foreign affairs office, told AFP
yesterday.

Local police declined to comment on
the case. The nine still held are at a
detention centre, Gift of the Givers said
in a statement. “The Chinese have been
very vague saying that someone in the
group has some links to a suspected ter-
ror group and that someone has some
links to a banned group and that the real
reason for the incarceration is that some-
one was watching propaganda videos in
the hotel,” it said. The British embassy in

Beijing said five of those still being held
were British citizens. Two of the original
detainees were British-South African
dual nationals, it said earlier.

The South Africans held at the airport
included several doctors and relatives of
prominent businessmen, Gift of the
Givers said, adding that the travellers’
planned 47-day tour of “ancient China”
had gone “horribly wrong”.

African telecommunications giant
Vodacom confirmed that the brother,
aunt and uncle of the company’s chief
executive Shameel Joosub were among
them. Gift of the Givers founder Imtiaz

Sooliman told AFP that Joosub had
asked it to assist as it has experience
with international emergencies.

Several of the group held at the air-
port on Friday have been released and
have left China. South African deputy
president Cyril Ramaphosa is on an offi-
cial visit to China and Foreign Minister
Maite Nkoana-Mashabane told reporters
in Pretoria that consultations with
Chinese authorities were ongoing.

“The matter has been raised at the
highest level possible, taking advantage
of the deputy president’s presence in
China,” she said. — AFP

China says foreigners held over ‘terrorist’ materials

TOKYO: Controversial security bills that
opponents say will undermine 70 years of
pacifism and could see Japanese troops
fighting abroad for the first time since World
War II passed through the powerful lower
house of parliament yesterday.

The vote marks a victory for nationalist
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe and other right-
wingers, who have ignored popular anger in
a bid to break what they see as the shackles
of the US-imposed constitution.  They say
restrictive clauses preventing Japan from
having a fully-fledged military serve as a
straightjacket that stops Tokyo from doing
what it must to protect its citizens, allies and
friends. Abe’s ruling coalition was left alone
to vote after all main opposition parties
walked out of the chamber in protest, a
move intended to reflect widespread public
fury over the legislation.

“The security situation surrounding Japan
is increasingly severe,” Abe told reporters
after the vote, in an apparent reference to
the rise of China.  “These bills are necessary
to protect Japanese people’s lives and pre-
vent a war before it breaks out.”

The vote came a day after as many as

60,000 people took part in a rally outside par-
liament, after the bills-which will give Japan’s
tightly-restricted military greater scope to
act-were pushed through a key lower house
panel. There were scuffles as police pushed
protestors back, and two men in their 60s
were arrested on suspicion of assaulting offi-
cers, local media said.  Demonstrations in
Japan are usually small and very orderly, but
the issue has galvanised opposition across a
wide swathe of the population.  The bills-a
hotchpotch of updates to existing provisions
that will allow, amongst other things, Japan’s
military to take part in non-United Nations
peacekeeping missions-now go to the upper
chamber.  Abe’s Liberal Democratic Party
(LDP) and its coalition partner have a majority
in that house, but commentators say it is pos-
sible the chamber could reject, or amend the
bills. However, the lower house could over-
turn those changes with a two-thirds majori-
ty-well within the scope of what Abe controls.
The legislation is expected to be enacted by
the autumn.

The prime minister, a robust nationalist,
wants what he calls a normalisation of
Japan’s military posture, which has been

constrained by a constitution written by US
occupiers after World War II.  Unable to
muster support to amend clauses enshrining
pacifism, Abe opted instead to re-interpret
the document for the purpose of his bills,
ignoring warnings from scholars and lawyers
that his bills are unconstitutional.

‘Nightmare scenario’ 
While Thursday’s vote was a win for Abe,

there are growing signs that the campaign
has taken a political toll-opinion polls show
the vast majority of the public is against the
bills, and Abe’s once-sky-high approval rating
is dropping. Chief among the changes that
the legislation will enable is the option for the
military to go into battle to protect allies-so
called “collective defence”-even if there is no
direct threat to Japan or its people, something
successive governments have ruled out.

Protesters, which include a large number
of middle-aged and elderly people, say that
provision will mean Japan gets dragged into
American wars in far-flung parts of the globe.

But supporters say the bar for involve-
ment in any conflict will remain much higher
than for many other nations. —AFP

Japan lawmakers pass security 
bills despite public anger

TOKYO: Japan’s Prime Minister Shinzo Abe (C-blue suit) shakes hands with Deputy Prime Minister and Finance Minister Taro
Aso (3rd R) after controversial security bills passed through a lower house plenary session at the parliament in Tokyo yester-
day.  Controversial security bills that opponents say will undermine 70 years of pacifism and could see Japanese troops fight-
ing abroad for the first time since World War II, passed through the powerful lower house of parliament. — AFP 

Vote marks a victory for PMi Abe

S Korean court 
orders trial for 

convicted ex-spy chief
SEOUL: South Korea’s Supreme Court yesterday ordered a new trial
for a former spy chief convicted of directing an online campaign to
smear a main opposition candidate in the 2012 presidential election.
The top court granted Won Sei-hoon a new trial after rejecting a key
piece of evidence that was used to convict him in the original trial,
according a court statement.

Won has been serving a 3-year sentence for ordering his under-
lings to post online comments that praised the then-ruling party can-
didate and current President Park Geun-hye and slandered her chief
liberal rival, Moon Jae-in.

The Supreme Court said files containing work-related writings
and hundreds of Twitter accounts cannot be considered evidence in
the case. Prosecutors had said the Twitter accounts were used to
spread the negative comments about Moon.

The spy service has said its agents were only trying to counter
North Korean cyberwarfare that included messages that praised the
North and spread rumors about South Korean policies.

The court said in its statement that the text files could not be
definitively linked to the smear campaign because similar files
weren’t found in other agents’ email accounts and the files also con-
tained personal information.

The court rejected Won’s request to be released on bail while
awaiting the new trial. Court officials don’t yet know when a new trial
will begin. Won was sent to prison in February when the Seoul High
Court convicted him for violating an election law and another law
banning the National Intelligence Service from engaging in local poli-
tics.  Last year, he received a suspended prison term when a district
court found he was guilty of violating only one of those two laws.

It’s unclear if or how much the online campaigning helped Park
win the 2012 election. She hasn’t been accused of any wrongdoing
and took office in February 2013 for a single five-year term. The spy
service was founded by Park’s father, Park Chung-hee, who ruled
South Korea with an iron fist for 18 years until his 1979 assassination.
Under the elder Park’s rule, spy agents detained, tortured and
allegedly killed his political opponents. Similar abuses continued
under his successors.

KAESONG: South Korea’s chief delegate Lee Sang-Min (L),
a senior Unification Ministry official, shakes hands with his
North Korean counterpart Pak Chol-Su (R) during their
meeting at the Kaesong Industrial District Management
Committee in Kaesong yesterday. North and South
Korean officials on July 16 opened rare talks over a pro-
tracted wage dispute at the jointly operated Kaesong
industrial zone in the North. — AFP


