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BANGKOK: A Thai court yesterday issued
an injunction allowing a television net-
work run by the opposition “Red Shirt”
movement to resume broadcasting after it
was taken off air for breaking a junta ban
on political programming.

Thailand’s sharply polarised political
channels were one of the first casualties of
the censorship imposed after the May
2014 military coup.

A ban on them was later lifted on the
condition they stayed clear of controver-
sial issues, but in April Red Shirt mouth-
piece Peace TV was ordered off air after
junta leaders and the national broadcast-

ing regulator accused it of breaking the
rules.

But on Thursday the station won its bid
to resume broadcasts.

“The Central Administrative Court has
relaxed the decision of the National 

Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission which withdrew the license
of Peace TV,” the Bangkok court said in a
statement.

It added that the station must cooper-
ate with the junta’s broadcasting rules
and that its injunction would come into
effect Saturday.

Red Shirt chairman Jatuporn Prompan,

whose daily programme on Peace TV was
accused of causing “divisions and misun-
derstandings”, said he would suspend his
personal show until the dispute was fully
resolved.

“We will take three days to prepare and
begin (TV) broadcasting again on
Monday,” he told AFP.

His show can still be watched on
YouTube where Peace TV also broadcasts.

The Red Shirts, officially known as the
United Front for Democracy Against
Dictatorship (UDD), back the toppled gov-
ernment of former premier Yingluck
Shinawatra. 

Post-coup, their leaders have either
renounced the cause, fled into self-exile or-
like Jatuporn-agreed to abandon politics.

The military takeover last year was the
latest crisis in a kingdom that has been riv-
en by bitter political divisions since 2006,
when Yingluck’s brother Thaksin was oust-
ed in an earlier military coup, backed by
the Bangkok-based royalist establishment.

The capital-based elites despise the
Shinawatras-wildly popular in the north
and northeast and whose parties have
won every election since 2001 — accusing
them of poisoning politics with populism,
corruption and cronyism. — AFP

Thai opposition ‘Red Shirt’ TV station to go back on air

BEIJING:  China is preparing for “high-
level political dialogue” with Japan,
China’s top diplomat told the head of
Japan’s National Security Council yes-
terday, fuelling speculation of a lead-
ers’ summit as early as September.
Sino-Japanese ties, long bedevilled by
China’s memories of Japan’s wartime
aggression and disputed islands in the
East China Sea, have improved since
Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe
met Chinese President Xi Jinping at an
Asia-Paci f ic  summit  in  Bei j ing in
November.

The two met for a second mini-
summit in April at an Asia-Africa lead-
ers’ gathering in Jakarta and Japan
wants to keep the thaw on track, while
ensuring China realises the risks of an
increasingly assertive maritime mili-
tary policy.   “China attaches great
importance to your trip and is prepar-
ing for high-level political dialogue
between the two countries,” State
Councillor Yang Jiechi, who outranks
the foreign minister ,  told vis it ing
Japanese National Security Council
head Shotaro Yachi, according to a
pool report.  Yachi, who is a close ally
of Abe’s, told Yang the bilateral rela-
t ionship was improving and their
meeting would be an important chan-
nel.

Over the weekend, Chinese state
media quoted China’s Vice Foreign
Minister Cheng Guoping as saying Xi
had already invited Abe to attend
events to mark the end of the World
War Two.   Japanese government
sources have said another  Xi-Abe
meeting could well take place this
year, although some said China proba-
bly first wants to see a planned state-
ment by Abe marking the 70th
anniversary of the end of the war.
Abe’s critics worry he wants to dilute
past government apologies for Japan’s
wartime behaviour, though he has
said he will uphold them.

But Yang also crit icised Abe for
pushing through legislation in the
lower  house of  par l iament on
Thursday, that could see troops sent
to fight abroad for the first time since
World War Two.

Yang told Yachi that Japan’s securi-
ty bills “would fuel doubts and ques-
tions among neighbouring countries

and the international community”
over whether Japan was abandoning
its defensive defence policy, according
to a statement on China’s foreign min-
istry website.

China is  keeping a wary eye on
Abe’s  push for  a  more muscular
defence policy that would ease the
pacifist constitution’s constraints on

military activity abroad.  Despite those
worr ies ,  h igh- level  dia logue has
already resumed, including Japanese
Finance Minister Taro Aso’s recent
meeting with his Chinese counterpart.

A successful summit with Xi could
bolster Abe’s support at home, which
has sagged over doubts about his
security policy.  — Reuters

Japan, China preparing 

for ‘high-level’ talks

Volcano shuts major

Indonesian  airport

during holiday rush

SURABAYA:  Ash spewing from an erupting volcano closed the air-
port serving Indonesia’s second-biggest city yesterday, as millions of
people were travelling across the archipelago ahead of the Muslim
holiday of Eid. The shutdown of the international airport serving
Surabaya, on the main island of Java, came days after the airport on
the nearby resort island of Bali was closed by ash from the same vol-
cano, stranding thousands of holidaymakers.

Authorities ordered the closure of Juanda Airport near Surabaya
between 1:30 pm (0630 GMT) and 8:30 pm due to increased activity
from Mount Raung, which has been erupting violently in recent
weeks, airport spokeswoman Liza Anindya told AFP.  “The concern is
that the ash might affect flights,” she said.

Indonesian flag carrier Garuda announced all its flights to and
from Surabaya would be cancelled while the airport was closed, while
budget airline AirAsia axed all its flights to and from the city on
Thursday. The domestic airport serving the city of Malang on Java
was also closed by ash from Mount Raung, while another erupting
volcano forced the closure of the airport on the remote, eastern island
of Ternate, the transport ministry said.

The closures came during peak holiday season in Indonesia, when
people in the world’s most populous Muslim-majority country flood
out of cities and head to their home towns and villages to spend Eid
with their families. 

The celebration, which comes at the end of the fasting month of
Ramadan, is expected to fall on Friday in Indonesia.

Authorities raised the alert status of Mount Raung, on Java about
110 miles (180 kilometres) west of Surabaya, to the second-highest
level last month as the volcano began emitting clouds of hot ash and
lava. The airport on Bali, a top holiday destination that attracts mil-
lions of foreign visitors each year, was closed twice last week during
peak season, with the longest shutdown lasting two days.

Thousands of tourists were left stranded at the island’s Ngurah Rai
airport as almost 900 flights were cancelled or delayed.Disaster
agency spokesman Sutopo Purwo Nugroho said that Mount Raung
was hurling thick smoke up to 2,000 metres (6,500 feet) into the air on
Thursday.  —AFP

SURABAYA: Passengers queue at airlines’ counters as
their flights are delayed or canceled following the closure
of Juanda International Airport due to the eruption of
Mount Raung, in Surabaya, East Java, Indonesia, yester-
day. Eruptions at two volcanoes yesterday caused clo-
sures at three Indonesian airports, including one serving
the country’s second-largest city. — AP

BEIJING: Japanese National Security Adviser Shotaro Yachi (L) shakes hands
with Chinese State Councilor Yang Jiechi during a meeting at the Diaoyutai
State guesthouse in Beijing yesterday. — AFP


