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DHAKA:  A special war crimes tribu-
nal yesterday sentenced a man to
death on charges that he committed
rape and murder  in  1971 during
Bangladesh’s war for independence
from Pakistan. The tribunal’s head
judge, Obaidul Hassan, issued the
order against Forkan Mollick, saying
he committed the crimes in southern
Patuakhali district.

The man worked at a local office
of  the Jamaat-e- Is lami  party ,
Bangladesh’s largest Islamist party,
which had organized people to fight
against the independence struggle.

He was a low-ranking activist of
another party, the Muslim League, in
1971.   After  Thursday’s  verdict ,
Mollick shouted from inside a prison
van that he was innocent as police

took him away.
“I am innocent, I was their employ-

ee, that’s why I have been punished,”
he said, referring to Jamaat-e-Islami.

Bangladesh says Pakistani soldiers,
aided by local collaborators, killed 3
million people and raped 200,000
women during the war  in  East
Pakistan, which is now Bangladesh.

The defense plans to appeal the

verdict, which is part of a series of
decisions by two separate tribunals
set  up by Pr ime Minister  Sheikh
Hasina in 2010. More than 15 people,
mostly leaders of Jamaat-e-Islami
party, have been convicted of war
crimes. The party has rejected the
verdicts, saying it is politically moti-
vated, but authorities have denied
that allegation. — AP

Bangladesh sentences man to death for murder, rape

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan summoned the
Indian ambassador yesterday after a “spy
drone” was shot down in disputed Kashmir,
as officials said five people were killed in
cross-border shelling between the two
nuclear-armed neighbours.

The flare-up between the two countries,
who have fought three wars since 1947,
comes days after their prime ministers met
in Russia in an apparent sign of a thaw in
relations.

The Pakistani military said Wednesday
that troops had shot down “an Indian spy
drone used for aerial photography” close to
the de facto border in Kashmir.  A picture in
Pakistani media purportedly of the downed
drone showed a small lightweight model of
a type widely available for commercial pur-
chase.  The Indian Army and Air Force both
denied any of their drones had been shot
down or had crashed, according to a Press
Trust of India report.  Following the inci-
dent, Pakistan’s foreign ministry hauled in
the Indian high commissioner, or ambassa-
dor, to hear a “strong protest over airspace

violation”, a statement said.
The ministry said the intrusion of the

drone, which came down in the Pakistan-
administered part of Kashmir, was a viola-
tion of international law and territorial
integrity.

Pakistan also protested to the envoy
over what it called “unprovoked ceasefire
violations” along the disputed border.

The two countries both control part of
Kashmir, but claim the territory in full and
have fought two wars over the Himalayan
region.  They agreed on a border ceasefire
in 2003, which has largely held, though vio-
lations are regularly reported from both
sides.  Pakistani officials said Indian fire on
Wednesday and Thursday had killed at least
four civilians, including one in Kashmir and
three near the town of Sialkot, which lies
close to the border.

For its part, India protested to Pakistan
over the firing, a government source said.

The complaint was registered after India
claimed one of its civilians was killed in fire
near the undisputed part of the de facto

border in Jammu’s Akhnoor sector on
Wednesday, the source told AFP.  “Our high
commission in Pakistan has lodged a
protest. This matter was also taken up with
Pakistan High Commissioner Abdul Basit in
New Delhi,” the source said.

India said the latest flare up had killed a
42-year-old woman and injured six others,
including three border police.

Television footage showed Indian vil-
lagers holding empty mortar shells and car-
tridges, which they alleged had been fired
by Pakistani rangers.  Last Friday, Indian
Prime Minister Narendra Modi accepted an
invitation from his counterpart Nawaz
Sharif to visit Pakistan next year, raising
hopes of an improvement in perennially
difficult relations.  After months of stale-
mate and recriminations, Modi and Sharif
spoke for about an hour while visiting
Russia for a regional summit.

It will be the first time that Modi-who
has a reputation as a hardline nationalist-
has travelled to Pakistan since coming to
power. —AFP
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BHIMBER: This handout photograph released by Pakistan’s Inter Services Public Relations (ISPR) yesterday,
purportedly shows the wreckage of a small lightweight model drone of a type widely available for commer-
cial purchase, lying on branches of wood near Bhimber, a district of Pakistani administred Kashmir. — AFP

Taj Mahal ‘suicide pact’

AGRA: An Indian couple forbidden to marry because of their different back-
grounds are in hospital after slitting their own throats in an apparent suicide
pact at India’s famed monument to love, the Taj Mahal. Police said the pair-
named in the Times of India as Rajveer Singh and Shabnam Ali-were stable
after they were discovered in a pool of blood in the grounds of the Taj Mahal
on Wednesday afternoon. “This couple, one of whom is a Hindu and the oth-
er a Muslim, tried to commit suicide at the Taj,” said police deputy superin-
tendent Aseem Chaudhary. “The girl cut her throat first followed by the boy.”
Marriage outside caste or religion still attracts strong censure in parts of India
and can even lead to so-called honour killings, carried out to protect what is
seen as family pride. “Both Shabnam and I tried hard to convince our parents
that they should allow us to get married, but the boundaries of religion
remained the biggest hurdle,” the Times of India quoted Singh as saying.
“We did this after failing at all possible ways to be together.” The Taj-India’s
top tourist attraction-was built by Mughal emperor Shah Jahan as a tomb for
his beloved wife Mumtaz Mahal, who died giving birth in 1631.  It has drawn
a string of world leaders and royalty including former US president Bill
Clinton, while Diana, the late British princess, was famously photographed
alone on a marble seat there in 1992.

Landslide hits Nepal school

KATHMANDU: A landslide triggered by heavy monsoon rains buried
parts of a school in western Nepal yesterday, killing a student and injur-
ing 12 people. Police said the landslide buried three classrooms at the
school in Pokhara where students were sitting end-of-term exams.
“One student was killed and 12 others, including three teachers, were
injured,” district police chief Hari Bahadur Pal told AFP, adding that
most students had already finished their exams and left when the land-
slide hit. Pal said the injured were being treated at a local hospital and
none were in a critical condition. Scores of people die every year from
flooding and landslides during the monsoon season in Nepal. The lat-
est incident comes a month after 35 people were killed in northeast
Nepal by a landslide, also triggered by heavy rains.  Nepal is still reeling
from a 7.8-magnitude earthquake and aftershocks that killed over
8,800 people and destroyed nearly 600,000 homes this year, leaving
thousands in desperate need of food, clean water and shelter. The
monsoon is already hampering delivery of relief supplies to mountain-
ous villages and there are fears the monsoon could bring even more
damage to roads already hit by the quake.
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Bangladesh arrests man for 
‘filming’ boy’s lynching

DHAKA: Bangladesh police said yesterday they had arrested a man on
suspicion of filming the brutal murder of a 13-year-old boy that pro-
voked public outrage after the footage went viral. Police arrested Nur
Mia, 20, on the outskirts of the northeastern city of Sylhet late
Wednesday. “Nur Mia shot the video on his Nokia set at the instruction
of Kamrul (Islam),” local police chief Akhter Hossain told AFP, referring to
another suspect in the case.  “He then uploaded the video to Facebook
and shared it with his friends,” said Hossain. Mia is the ninth person to be
arrested over the July 8 killing of Samiul Alam Rajon, who was tied to a
pole and then subjected to a brutal assault in which he pleaded for his
life. Islam fled to Jeddah in the immediate aftermath of the attack but
reports said he had been arrested by Saudi authorities.

Police said Wednesday they had arrested another man, Moyna
Chowkidar, calling him a “prime” suspect. The 28-minute video of
Samiul, which was widely circulated after being posted on social media,
has prompted deep soul-searching among Bangladeshis as well as a
series of protests. Thousands of people demonstrated in Samiul’s home
city and across the country for days, demanding that the killers be sent
to the gallows.— AFP


