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US ex-president

George H.W. Bush

hospitalized

WASHINGTON: US ex-president George H.W. Bush fell
and broke a bone in his neck Wednesday, his
spokesman said, following reports that the former
leader had been hospitalized yet again.

“His condition is stable — he is fine — but he’ll be in
a neck brace,” Bush spokesman Jim McGrath tweeted.

The 91-year-old former president, who fell
Wednesday morning in Kennebunkport, Maine, was
being treated at a hospital in the city of Portland some
30 miles (50 kilometers away), CNN reported.

“We are not expecting a long stay,” McGrath told the
channel.

On Twitter, McGrath said that Bush “fell at home in
Maine today and broke a bone in his neck.”

The oldest of the four living former US presidents,
Bush, who uses a wheelchair, has seemed frail in recent
public appearances.

In December the 41st president was admitted to a
Texas hospital for breathing problems.

He was treated at the same Texas facility in
November 2012 for bronchitis, spending nearly two
months in the hospital.

The patriarch of one of America’s most prominent
political dynasties is father to former US president
George W. Bush.

Another son, Jeb, the former governor of Florida,
jumped into the 2016 presidential race last month,
announcing his bid for the Republican nomina-
tion.—AFP

WASHINGTON:  Hillary Rodham Clinton spent
more than $18 million hiring hundreds of
employees in the first three months of her pres-
idential campaign, creating a national opera-
tion that vastly outpaces her rivals in both par-
ties. She has the money for it, having raised
more than $46 million for the Democratic pri-
mary contest. Since announcing her White
House bid in April, the former secretary of state
has positioned staff in all fifty states - with the
majority working out of a pricey 80,000-square-
foot (7,432-million square meter) Brooklyn
headquarters.

Beyond paying salaries for 343 employees,
her campaign purchased lists of voters in four
early primary states, paid six figures to a super
political action committee devoted to defend-
ing her record and spent heavily on building a
digital team, according to campaign finance
documents filed Wednesday with federal regu-
lators. It’s a strategy aimed at a contest that’s
nearly a year away. The overwhelming favorite
for her party’s nomination, Clinton’s team has
set its sights on building the massive infrastruc-
ture they’ll need for the general election.

The outlay is nearly four times what Clinton
spent in the first three months of her last presi-

dential campaign, when she faced a far more
competitive primary race against then-Sen.
Barack Obama. During that 2008 campaign,
Clinton and her team faced charges from
donors that they were wasting money on inef-
fective strategic choices - like spending nearly
$100,000 for party platters and groceries before
the Iowa caucus, a contest she lost.

This time, her staff has emphasized its
“cheapskate” mentality - particularly to contrib-
utors. At her first national finance meeting in
May, top donors were instructed to purchase
their own lunches and fund their own trans-
portation to various gatherings in Brooklyn.

Contributions
Campaign aides like to brag about taking

the bus from New York to Washington, rather
than the more expensive Acela train. Even so,
her campaign spent at least $8,700 on train tick-
ets and just a few hundred dollars on bus fare,
the Federal Election Commission report shows.

All told, Clinton has spent a far greater por-
tion of her early funds during this campaign
than she did eight years ago.

During the first three months of her 2008
bid, Clinton spent 14 percent of the $36 million

she raised, according to FEC documents. In the
launch of this campaign, she’s burned though
nearly 40 percent of what she has taken in.

Her campaign also reported that Clinton
received more than 250,000 contributions, with
an average donation of $144.89. About 17 per-
cent of her contributions were $200 or less.

By comparison Vermont Sen. Bernie
Sanders has fueled an insurgent challenge to
Clinton with small donations. He pulled in more
than $15.2 million through the end of June, and
three-quarters of his donations were $200 or
less. Though they’ve highlighted their lower-
dollar contributions, Clinton’s team also
released a list of campaign bundlers who each
raised more than $100,000 for her primary bid.

Some of the donors included Clinton’s most
ardent financial backers, including Hollywood
media mogul Haim Saban; Susie Tompkins
Buell, a wealthy California investor who was a
major donor to the Ready for Hillary super PAC;
Las Vegas publisher Brian Greenspun, a long-
time friend and college classmate of Bill Clinton;
billionaire J.B. Pritzker of Chicago; and Alan
Patricof, a New York-based financier who
served as Clinton’s finance chair when she first
ran for Senate in New York. — AP

OKLAHOMA CITY: In his push for a fairer jus-
tice system, Barak Obama is set to become the
first sitting US President to visit the inside of a
federal prison. As part of a focus on inequities
in the US criminal justice system, Obama will
meet separately yesterday with law enforce-
ment officials and nonviolent drug offenders
who are paying their debt to society at a
medium-security prison for male offenders in
the state of Oklahoma. From shortening the
prison sentences of nearly four-dozen non-
violent drug offenders to advocating the
reduction, or outright elimination, of severe
mandatory minimum sentences to visiting a
federal prison, Obama has argued forcefully
this week for an alternative to the continued

lengthy incarceration of people convicted of
crimes he said did not fit the punishment.

Obama has said that overly harsh prison
sentences, particularly for nonviolent drug
crimes, are to blame for doubling the prison
population in the past two decades. Half a mil-
lion people were behind bars in 1980, a figure
that has since quadrupled to its current total
of more than 2.2 million inmates.

“Mass incarceration makes our country
worse off, and we need to do something
about it,” Obama said in a recent speech.

White House press secretary Josh Earnest
said “unique steps” will be taken to protect
Obama during the visit. He did not elaborate.

Secret Service spokesman Brian Leary said

“comprehensive security screening” will be
conducted, calling it standard practice.

Danny Spriggs, a former deputy director of
the U.S. Secret Service, which provides the
president’s security, said Obama’s prison tour
likely will be limited to critical areas, and those
areas will be roped off so that access is given
only to the warden and immediate staff so
they can explain what happens there daily.

“Those hallways will be clear,” Spriggs said.
Earlier this week, Obama commuted the sen-
tences of 46 nonviolent drug offenders, 14 of
whom had been serving life in prison.

“If you’re a low-level drug dealer, or you
violate your parole, you owe some debt to
society.  You have to be held accountable and

make amends,” Obama said in a speech this
week. “But you don’t owe 20 years. You don’t
owe a life sentence. That’s disproportionate to
the price that should be paid.”

Obama said taxpayers are the ones left to
pay the $80 billion annual cost of locking up
people who otherwise could be in rehabilita-
tive programs for less than the cost of incar-
ceration. Or they could be workers paying tax-
es, or be more involved in their children’s lives,
or be role models and leaders in their commu-
nities. Obama has also called for restoring vot-
ing rights to felons who have served their sen-
tences, and said employers should “ban the
box” that asks job applicants about their crimi-
nal histories.—AP
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WASHINGTON: Republican presidential can-
didate Donald Trump filed financial docu-
ments with federal campaign regulators
Wednesday and set his personal fortune at
more than $10 billion with an annual income
of more than $362 million. Trump is relying
almost exclusively on his personal wealth to
fund his White House bid. He has already lent
his campaign $1.8 million, according to federal
documents he filed Wednesday. His fortune
could help maintain his status as a major play-
er in the Republican presidential primary,
much to the dismay of party officials who wor-
ry that his hardline immigration statements
could alienate Hispanic voters.

Members of his staff had said that Trump
would release the financial documents them-
selves, but they issued only a press release that
announced the filing and included a few finan-
cial details. It provided little information about
how he calculated his net worth.

The $10 billion figure - up nearly 15 per-

cent since the previous year, by Trump’s calcu-
lation - would make him the wealthiest person
ever to run for president, far surpassing previ-
ous magnates like Ross Perot, business heirs
like Steve Forbes or private-equity investors
like Mitt Romney, the 2012 Republican nomi-
nee.

Among the sources of Trump’s income has
been $214 million in payments from NBC relat-
ed to 14 seasons of the business reality televi-
sion show “The Apprentice.” NBC recently cut
its ties with Trump following his controversial
remarks about Mexican immigrants. Filing a
personal financial disclosure with the Federal
Election Commission is one of the require-
ments, set by the hosts, to participate in next
month’s televised Republican debate. Trump’s
statement Wednesday noted that a hypotheti-
cal Trump building worth $1.5 billion would
be reported as simply worth in excess of $50
million on the federal forms, which offer broad
ranges for asset values.— AP
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LAS VEGAS: In this July 11, 2015, photo,
Republican presidential candidate
Donald Trump speaks at FreedomFest in
Las Vegas. In a state where early organi-
zation is key to a successful presidential
campaign, Trump’s New Hampshire
operation has the trappings of a legiti-
mate political organization.  — AP
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