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MEXICO CITY:  Mexican authorities are
searching hotels, hospitals and funeral
homes in a massive manhunt for fugitive
drug lord Joaquin “El Chapo” Guzman,
while boosting operations at the
Guatemala border, officials said
Wednesday. The interior ministry said 101
checkpoints have been placed on the main
roads and highways of 21 of the country’s
31 states and the capital since Guzman fled
prison on Saturday.

More than 100,000 leaflets with recent
pictures of Guzman were distributed at toll
booths. Some 1,250 federal police officers
have fanned out in special search units

around the Altiplano prison from where he
escaped, some 90 kilometers (55 miles) west
of Mexico City. In addition, more than 180
special forces from the police gendarmerie
are searching for the Sinaloa drug cartel
kingpin. Some 8,200 federal police officers
are on “maximum alert” in every state, the
interior ministry said in a statement.
“Special operations are being conducted to
check hotels, hospitals and funeral homes,”
the ministry said. Every private flight is
being checked at the nation’s airports, with
a “rigorous inspection of passengers.”

Interior Minister Miguel Angel Osorio
Chong met with Guatemala’s ambassador

to review the measures both nations have
taken since Guzman’s escape on Saturday
night. The two officials “agreed on addi-
tional measures to strengthen land, mar-
itime and air operations that have been
undertaken on both sides of the border.”

The two countries decided to “intensify”
inspections at airports and border check-
points. Guzman, 58 was first captured in
Guatemala in 1993, but he escaped from a
maximum-security prison in western
Mexico in 2001. He was recaptured in
February 2014, but he broke out of prison
again on Saturday through a 1.5-kilometer
(one-mile) tunnel that was dug under his

cell’s shower, embarrassing President
Enrique Pena Nieto’s administration.

Osorio Chongo also met with US
Ambassador Anthony Wayne on Tuesday.

Wayne said in a statement that several
US law enforcement agencies were ready
to “collaborate and exchange information
with Mexican authorities” to recapture
Guzman, who faces criminal charges in the
United States.  The US Drug Enforcement
Administration played a key role in
Guzman’s capture last year, providing intel-
ligence to help Mexican marines catch him
in a condo in the Sinaloa beach resort of
Mazatlan. —AFP

Mexico police search hotels, hospitals for drug lord

FLAT GAP: They roam the banks of the swollen
creek, looking for those who were lost when a
flash flood ravaged this rural eastern Kentucky
community. They battle swarming mosquitoes
and snake-infested creeks, piles of rubble 10
feet tall and mud so thick it sucks the shoes off
their feet. For two days, rescue crews have
trudged door-to-door across this rugged
Appalachian terrain, painting orange x’s on
each structure they search. Hope is fading for
the families who are watching them work.

“You talk to them and they say, ‘Right there
is where my house used to be,’” said Randall
Mulkey, a firefighter from a nearby county who
volunteered to help with the search.

He’s seen homes splintered into rubble, oth-
ers split in half and cars strewn in places he nev-
er could have imagined. Tromping through the
mud is exhausting, he said. It breaks his heart to
see people’s belongings - clothes, toys, photo-
graphs - among the wreckage and know they
lost everything they had.

Three are confirmed dead and another man
is still missing. The fates of four more remain
uncertain. Families reported them missing, but
they may have escaped safety or could be
stranded in their homes, without power or
phone service, police say.

Kevin Johnson believes his 34-year-old son,

Scott, is dead, but his body has not yet been
found. Scott Johnson was last seen wading
through rushing floodwater with his 74-year-
old grandmother on his back.

He had already guided his father, uncle and
sister from the raging flood that inundated their
cluster of trailers. He turned back one last time
to save his grandmother, whom he called Nana,
and a 13-year-old family friend.

“We told him, ‘You can’t make it,’” his father
recalled. “He said, ‘I’m going to get her out of
that trailer.” Standing in a cemetery on a hill
overlooking the creek that had swallowed his
son, Kevin Johnson was so overcome with grief
he sometimes struggled to speak. He had
watched his son push the boy to safety in the
branches of a catalpa tree and hoist his Nana
onto his back, only to be swept away.

“Scott wouldn’t turn her loose, that’s why he
died,” said Veronica Marcum, Scott Johnson’s
sister. Her brother had been a musician. He
went by the stage name Scott Free, started his
own hip hop record label and released an
album in 2013 called “Welcome to Hollerwood.”
He wrote on his website that he tried in his
music to capture the Appalachian spirit and the
struggle to survive amid the grinding poverty
and drug addiction that has long tormented his
native state.

The grandmother he tried to save, Willa Mae
Pennington, was found dead Tuesday among
debris from the family’s shattered mobile
homes, Johnson County Coroner J.R. Frisby
confirmed.

Herman Eddie May Sr., 56, was also killed.
His daughter, Amy Akers, said they lived next
door to each other. When the water started to
rise, he got in his car to search for a safe passage
away.  He reached the top of the hill and turned
back to retrieve his daughter and two grand-
children. A neighbor begged him to stay on dry
land. But he refused, Akers said.

“He always said he would die trying to pro-
tect his family, and that’s exactly what he did,”
she said. The car stalled in the rising water and
May, a retired truck driver, got out. A neighbor
threw him a rope, but a floating truck plowed
into the car, he lost his grip and the water car-
ried him away, Akers said. Neighbors pulled him
from the water, but it was too late.

The body of a third victim, 22-year-old
Richard Blair, was found Wednesday afternoon
on a creek bank in a pile of tree debris down-
stream from the rubble of a broken mobile
home, the coroner said. The arduous search,
destruction and death wore on rescuers. As the
water receded, a crew found a car upside down
and partially submerged in the creek. 

Searching for flood victims 
among snakes, mosquitoes

FLAT GAP: Robbie Taylor, left, stares at the swollen creek which destroyed the trailer he shares with his girl-
friend, Markita Trent, right, after deadly flooding in Flat Gap, Ky., on Tuesday. Flash floods in northern
Johnson County outside of Paintsville destroyed homes and vehicles and residents were reported missing a
day after the floods. — AP

Sex offender charged with 
murder of two sisters 

WHEATON: Forty years after two young sisters vanished from a sub-
urban Maryland mall, an imprisoned sex offender has been charged
with murder, authorities said Wednesday, bringing some clarity to a
baffling case that made parents afraid to let their children out of the
house. Lloyd Michael Welch Jr., 58, told authorities he was with the
girls when they were abducted in March 1975 but denied any role in
their deaths. Sheila Lyon, 12, and Katherine Lyon, 10, had walked a
few blocks from their house to the Wheaton Plaza Mall to shop for
Easter decorations and eat lunch.  They never came home.

After decades of investigating leads and periodically identifying
suspects, a break in the case came in 2013, according to an affidavit.
A cold-case detective uncovered an interview that Welch gave to
police in 1975. The detective compared a photo of Welch to a com-
posite sketch from a witness who saw someone following the girls at
the mall, and he saw “a strong likeness,” the affidavit said.

Welch, who is serving a lengthy prison term in Delaware, was
indicted by a grand jury in Bedford County, Virginia, on Friday on
two charges of first-degree felony murder, though the girls’ bodies
were never found. The indictment, unsealed Wednesday, says the
murders were committed during an abduction with intent to defile.

“We know what Katherine and Sheila were like. ... These were
wonderful, wonderful, naive, young children,” said John McCarthy,
state’s attorney for Montgomery County, Maryland.

McCarthy and Randy Krantz, the commonwealth’s attorney for
Bedford County, said authorities believe the girls were slain in
Virginia, although they did not detail the evidence that led to that
conclusion. Authorities began searching a mountainside in Bedford
County, about 200 miles from where the girls vanished, last year for
their remains.

The girls were killed sometime between March 25, 1975 - the
date of their abduction - and April 15, 1975, according to the indict-
ment.

Polygraph test failed
At the time of their disappearance, Welch was an 18-year-old car-

nival worker and drifter who had been spending time in the
Wheaton area. Then, Welch told a mall security guard that he was at
the mall the day of the girls’ disappearance. Welch said he saw the
sisters get into a car with a man. Welch spoke to police and failed a
polygraph test, according to the affidavit, but investigators did not
pursue him further as a suspect. He was later convicted in two bur-
glaries and served prison time. In 1994, he pleaded guilty to molest-
ing a 10-year-old girl in South Carolina and was sentenced to 18
months. He is now sentenced for sexually abusing another 10-year-
old girl.

In interviews from prison following the rediscovery of his 1975
interview and the sketch, Welch told police that he left the mall with
the girls in a vehicle on the day they disappeared, and that the next
day, he saw his uncle, Richard Welch, molesting one of the girls at
his home, according to the affidavit.  Lloyd Welch said he left and
never saw the girls after that, according to the document. Richard
Welch has been identified as a person of interest in the slayings but
has not been charged. Richard Welch’s wife, Patricia, was charged
with perjury after testifying before the grand jury in December. A
person who answered the phone at their home in Hyattsville,
Maryland, on Wednesday said they weren’t home and refused to
take a message.

The girls’ parents, John and Mary Lyon, who still live in the area,
were at the news conference, but they left before it was over and did
not speak to reporters. Police asked that their privacy be respected.

“This was something that had an enormous impact on this com-
munity and the feeling of safety for your children in this communi-
ty,” Montgomery County police chief Thomas Manger said.— AP


