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Local Spotlight

The Kuwait airport customer review was all
over social media lately and many Kuwaitis
seemed unhappy with the criticism made by

most reviewers. I am not going to argue with those
who clearly expressed their disappointment over
the airport’s condition for various reasons - some
views were logical and fair while some were exag-
gerated. I respect all views, because at the end of
the day, passengers want to feel safe and secure
travelling to any destination. Whether you are com-
ing to Kuwait for a short trip, transit or for work, you
want to be comfortable with the facilities provided
to you by the country’s airport, staff and services. 

Kuwait is a rich country and most reviewers were
comparing Kuwait airport with other airports in the
Gulf. I think they missed the point, that apparently
Kuwaitis are fully aware of the condition of Kuwait
airport. Maybe they are hoping for future improve-

ments or a new airport,    but I don’t recall any dis-
satisfaction locally with its condition. 

In fact, when these reviews came to light on
social media, some comments were defending the
airport while some politicians were using it as a
way to criticize the government’s performance. This
shows the complexity of matters in Kuwait, which is
the politicization of public issues, as the airport
reviews were commenting on logistics, cleanliness,
seating, queues and services in general and said
nothing against the government.

I need to say that Kuwait is usually compared to
Dubai or Doha because they are all links in the GCC
chain, but this doesn’t mean that all Gulf states
should be alike. Every country has its own mentality
and public attitude. Besides, Kuwait has been
through difficult phases in the past and even now
over security, population and infrastructure. 

I agree that Kuwait airport fares poorly when it
comes to a first or final impression compared to
Dubai or Qatar and improvement is essential. Yet,
we should not be sensitive over any criticism
appearing in a review or elsewhere. These reviews
could be a great instrument for change and
improvement. I know this is difficult to do now with
nearly everyone packing to leave town for summer
holidays, but it could be a good start....

Happy Eid! Enjoy the holidays!
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Farewell, Ramadan 
Ramadan Kareem

By Teresa Lesher

Although the hardship of Ramadan is about to
end and festivities of Eid are about to begin,
there will be sadness in every devout Muslim’s

heart that Ramadan has passed.  Barely having had
their last breakfast at sunset, they will immediately
start looking forward to the next Ramadan and count-
ing the months and weeks until it comes again.  They
will begin to greet one another with the phrase,
“Aasakom min awadah,” which means, “May you
repeat it.”  Some people may tilt their heads in confu-
sion and wonder why would anyone look forward to a
month of daily 16-hour fast in 45-degree tempera-
ture? What is so special about Ramadan?  

First of all, Ramadan is an opportunity to express
your devotion to Allah.  Everything on the earth was
created for us, according to many verses in the Quran
(one example is 2:29).  Many use their time and the
earth’s resources to satisfy themselves through acquir-
ing things, entertaining themselves and seeking sen-
sual pleasures.  Doing so is not necessarily forbidden
but it shouldn’t be the goal of ones’ life.  So why were
we created?  Allah gave us life and He hopes that we
will voluntarily give it back to Him through worship
and submission to His will.  Almost everything we do
in life has some sort of return for us, even if it is done
purely for Allah’s sake. For example, when we give
charity, others benefit and we feel their happiness too.
But fasting in Ramadan is a chance to show our devo-
tion to our Lord, because nobody benefits from the
fast.  Nobody even knows if you are fasting, so this
expression of faith is purely for Allah. 

Another reason many people are sad to bid
Ramadan farewell is because the atmosphere of inten-
sified worship and charity will pass, as well as the
added rewards that we are promised.  Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) said that one who fasts in
Ramadan with faith and hope in Allah’s reward will
have his past sins forgiven and one who prays at night
in Ramadan with faith and hope in Allah’s reward will
also have his past sins forgiven; and only in Ramadan
can we experience Lailat ul-Qadr, whose merit is
worth a thousand months, according to the Quran.

These holy days and nights are treasures to devout
Muslims.  And soon, this unique holy season will pass
and life will go on as usual.  

I will miss Ramadan and all the lessons it teaches
me.  I have learned so much about myself - about how
my body can adjust to extreme circumstances, and
about how dedicated I can be when I am striving to
accomplish something important.  I learn about my
weaknesses too, and without the usual distractions, I
am able to pinpoint specific attitudes and habits that I
need to change.  I will miss Ramadan for the brother-
hood and sisterhood that is so apparent as Muslims
join together in one great project, which is fasting for
a month while striving to accomplish the most good
and expressing our gratitude and reliance through fre-
quent prayer and supplication.  

Everyone will miss this immense opportunity to
draw closer to Allah.  Once Ramadan has passed, the
focus on worship and charity will pass and mundane
duties and distractions will creep back into our lives. I
will miss the feeling of lightness when my stomach is
empty and my head is clear - when I am naturally
drawn to thoughts of God and His abundant bless-
ings.  I will miss the joy of breaking fast, and the cama-
raderie of fellow fasters who gather for the meal.  I will
miss the attention to the Quran, and waking up in the
last part of the night to pray.  The moments of
Ramadan are quickly slipping away, and the opportu-
nity to demonstrate such devotion to my Lord is pass-
ing.

Farewell, Ramadan, we will miss you.  As we start
counting the days until your return, stay in our memo-
ries and inspire us to carry on with our worship
through fasting, reading the Quran and praying late at
night.  Be with us, Ramadan, throughout the coming
year.

Courtesy of the TIES Center: The TIES Center aims to
empower Kuwait’s expats through social and educa-
tional services that promote a positive and productive
role in society, and to facilitate opportunities for intra-
and interfaith interactions that promote social solidar-
ity. Website: www.tiescenter.net

KUALA LUMPU: A Malaysian Islamic authority official sets up his theodolite to perform the "Rukyah Hilal Syawal," the
sighting of the new moon to determine the Eid Al-Fitr celebrations in Kuala Lumpur yesterday. Eid al-Fitr festival marks
the end of the holy Muslim fasting month of Ramadan. — AFP


