
ABU DHABI: An Australian woman was
deported from the United Arab Emirates on
Tuesday after being arrested and fined for
“insulting” social media posts, according to a
judicial source in Abu Dhabi. Jodi Magi, 39,
appeared in an Abu Dhabi court and was
taken into custody on July 12 before being
placed on a flight to Bangkok-her “destina-
tion of choice”-on Tuesday evening, the
same source said. The trouble began in
February, when she posted on her
Facebook page a photo of a car illegally
parked between two places reserved for dis-
abled drivers near her apartment in Abu
Dhabi.

The picture was accompanied by “insult-
ing, degrading remarks”, said the source.
Following a complaint from the car’s owner,
a European, Magi admitted having posted
the photo online but not the incriminating
text, the source added. In April, the
Australian was sentenced in absentia to pay
a fine of 10,000 dirhams ($2,720) and depor-

tation. She appeared in court with a lawyer
and interpreter to appeal against the verdict
the following month, but to no avail and her
sentence was confirmed in June. Magi post-
ed on her personal website late Tuesday
that she was going to “decompress in Laos”
after being in custody for 53 hours.

She said she had been “shackled at the
ankles, strip-searched, blood tested, forced
to sleep on a concrete floor without a mat-
tress or pillow and having no access to toilet
paper or eating utensils”. 

“Obviously, I think a (Aus$3600) fine and
deportation with a complimentary incarcer-
ation period was an extreme reaction to a
jpg (image) of a car posted to a closed
Facebook page, when I did not swear or
mention a single name and blocked the reg-
istration plate,” Magi added in a long post on
her website. Magi said she was “pretty trau-
matized” by the experience, but added to
being “forever heartbroken” by stories of the
other women she met while in jail. — AFP

TEHRAN: A chiefly US-led nuclear deal
between world powers and Iran has been
held up as a harbinger to re-establishing
formal relations but historical enmity
makes broader detente a difficult
prospect. Both nations have reasons for
distrust and a legacy of differences live
on in the chants of “Death to America”
that ring out at public ceremonies, even
parliament, in the Iranian capital. For the
United States, the 444-day hostage crisis
that followed the storming of its embassy
in Tehran by revolutionary students in
1979 remains the defining moment.

The event shattered the presidency of
Jimmy Carter and images of diplomats
wearing black blindfolds still exemplify its
harrowing place in the US public con-
sciousness. In modern-day Iran, however,
the embassy building remains known as
the “Den of Spies” given its role as a stag-
ing post for past CIA activities in collusion
with the country’s former shah. Shah
Mohammad-Reza Pahlavi was installed
on the throne in 1953 in a US-British coup
that toppled Mohammad Mossadeq, a
democratically-elected prime minister
who had nationalized Iran’s oil industry,
saying contracts were hugely biased
against Tehran.

But it was the return of Iran’s long-
exiled religious leader Ayatollah Ruhollah
Khomeini that precipitated a full break in
ties with Washington. Khomeini’s found-
ing of a revolutionary state gave birth to
the “Death to America” slogan and it was
he, as the Islamic republic’s first supreme
leader, who dubbed the US “the Great
Satan”. The derogatory moniker was
recently described as “remarkable” by
present supreme leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, who had the final word for
Iran on the nuclear deal in Vienna, only
weeks after having said the US could not
be trusted in the talks.

Giant anti-US slogans cover the walls
of Tehran buildings and “Death to
America” is heard every Friday at prayers
in the mosques-a stance incompatible
with better ties in the minds of many
Americans. Despite their deep mutual
suspicion, the two countries currently
have a common interest in defeating
Islamic State jihadists who have ravaged
Iraq and Syria in the past year. Iran’s
Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif
spoke of the prospect of greater coopera-
tion against IS after the nuclear deal
sealed in Vienna on Tuesday.

Continued on Page 13
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Kuwait seeks death penalty 
for 11 of 29 terror suspects
2 suspects currently fighting with IS • 5 to be tried in absentia

What after Ramadan 
Ramadan Kareem

By Zeinab Hassan Ashry 

The Blessed month has passed. Ramadan ! Indeed
we are fore welling you with sadness. Indeed ! We
wish if all months of the year were Ramadan. Now

the month of Ramadan has passed and  so our life will
pass day after day and month after month and year after
year till our appointed time comes and our term ends and
then we must leave this world to the Next-world to meet
with Allah. As Al-Hassan Al-Basry said :”O son of Adam!
your life is nothing but  countable days; when a day pass-
es, indeed, a part of you has passed (that will never come
back).”

Be grateful to Allah 
The first thing to do after Ramadan is to remind our-

selves of Allah’s great favors upon the Moslem nation and
give thanks  to Him for the countless blessings and ever-
lasting gifts He showered upon us  during Ramadan. 

Evaluate your fast
The next step is to evaluate your fast to find out if you

have  benefited fully from the experience of fasting
Ramadan. 

Continued on Page 13

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Public Prosecution has demanded
the death penalty for 11 of 29 suspects charged over
the suicide bombing of a Shiite mosque last month, a
newspaper reported yesterday. Al-Qabas, citing
informed sources, said two of the suspects are current-
ly fighting with the Islamic State jihadist group which
claimed the attack. The June 26 bombing, carried out
by a Saudi, was the bloodiest in Kuwait’s history and
left 26 people killed and more than 200 wounded. 

Those charged are seven Kuwaitis, five Saudis, three
Pakistanis, 13 stateless people known as Bedoons, and
another person at large whose identity is unknown,
the prosecution said Tuesday. Twenty-four suspects
are detained in Kuwait and the other five are to be
tried in absentia, including two Saudi brothers who
allegedly transported the explosives and are being
held in Saudi Arabia. Al-Qabas said some of the sus-
pects were also charged with joining a “terrorist”
organization fighting against the state. 

Two of the suspects have been charged with pre-
meditated murder and attempted murder. Two others
were charged with training in the use of explosives,
nine with assisting in the crime and the rest with
knowing of the attack without informing the authori-
ties. An IS-affiliated group calling itself Najd Province
claimed the bombing and also said it carried out sui-
cide attacks on two Shiite mosques in Saudi Arabia in
May. IS considers Shiites to be heretics and has target-
ed them across the region. —  AFP 

KARACHI: A Pakistani Muslim girl prays at a mosque in Karachi on the 28th night of the holy month of
Ramadan. —  AFP 

News
i n  b r i e f

More than 50 IS child 
soldiers killed in Syria 

BEIRUT: More than 50 child soldiers recruited by the
Islamic State group in Syria have been killed since the
beginning of this year, a monitoring group said yester-
day. The Syrian Observatory for Human Rights said it
had documented the deaths of 52 child soldiers, all
under the age of 16, who had been part of IS’s “Cubs of
the Caliphate” program. The program provides intense
military and religious training to children throughout
IS’s areas of control in Syria, the Britain-based
Observatory said. As many as 31 were killed in July
alone, in explosions, clashes, and air strikes by Syria’s
regime and the US-led coalition.  The child soldiers are
used to man checkpoints or gather intelligence from
areas outside IS control, but IS has been increasingly
using them to execute prisoners or conduct suicide
attacks. So far this year, IS has used eight children as sui-
cide bombers, most recently in its fight against Kurdish
militia in northeastern Syria. “This shows that Daesh is
exploiting the suffering of the Syrian people,” said
Observatory head Rami Abdel Rahman, using the
Arabic acronym for IS. 

Man accidentally 
blows himself up 

DUBAI: A man accidentally blew himself up as he
tried to plant a bomb targeting police in a Shiite
Muslim village in Bahrain, the Interior Ministry said
yesterday. Several police officers have been killed
over the past year in a series of attacks in the king-
dom where discontent remains entrenched more
than four years after mass protests by majority Shiites
demanding reforms and a bigger role in govern-
ment. One officer was killed after a bomb went off
near East Eker, south of the capital Manama, in July
last year. “Person killed himself in blast while trying to
plant a bomb in East Eker. Bomb was meant to target
police. Investigation opened,” the ministry wrote on
its Twitter feed. The Sunni-ruled island, which hosts
the US Fifth Fleet, says it has made strides in political
reform and is increasing monitoring for abuses by
security forces. Opponents and rights groups say
abuses continue. Bahrain freed prominent dissident
Nabeel Rajab on health grounds on Tuesday, more
than two months into his six-month jail term for
insulting the authorities. 

Missiles fall off UK
warplane in Cyprus

NICOSIA: Two missiles fell from a warplane at a British
base in southern Cyprus yesterday as the aircraft
returned from a military operation, without causing
casualties, base officials said.  The runway was closed
after two Brimstone missiles detached themselves from
a Tornado GR4 while landing at RAF Akrotiri on the out-
skirts of the coastal town of Limassol. British forces
spokesman Kristian Gray said: “While landing on the
runway from an operational flight, two Brimstone mis-
siles detached from the GR4 aircraft. They did not deto-
nate and no injuries happened.” British defense ministry
experts were removing the missiles. “To the best of our
knowledge this is the first time this has happened, the
causes are still not clear and are under investigation,”
Gray said. Akrotiri-one of Britain’s largest airfields
abroad-is being used as a staging post for sorties and
surveillance against Islamic State jihadist targets in Iraq.

KUWAIT: The General Traffic Department in collaboration with the Ministry of
Public Works yesterday announced that the Sixth Ring Road would be closed for
five hours daily for four days from Friday, July 17. The department explained that
the timing would be around 1 am for five hours. Accordingly, the Traffic
Department advised all road users to cooperate, urging them to strictly follow
the traffic signs and observe the speed limits and traffic police instructions. 

Sixth Ring Road to 
be partially closed 

UAE deports Australian
for an ‘insulting’ post 

US remains Iran’s ‘Great Satan’ despite deal 

NATANZ: Picture shows the Iranian nuclear power plant of Natanz, 270 kms
south of Tehran. Iran by agreeing a pact with world powers has accepted tempo-
rary curbs on its nuclear programme, but it has not abandoned atomic research
and long-term uranium enrichment plans. — AFP 

BALI: Sumaria reads the Quran at Denpasar Grand Mosque in Denpasar, Bali,
Indonesia. —- AP 
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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah pres-
ents Kuwait’s medal of the first class to Deputy Prime Minister and Interior
Minister Sheikh Mohammad Al-Khaled Al-Sabah. — Amiri Diwan photos

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah presents Kuwait’s
medal with medallion of excellency degree to Interior Ministry’s
Undersecretary Lieutenant General Sulaiman Al-Fahad.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah presents
Kuwaiti’s medal with medallion of first class to Interior Ministry’s Assistant
Undersecretary for State Security Affairs Major General Essam Al-Naham.

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received yesterday Deputy Prime
Minister and Interior Minister Sheikh Mohammad Al-
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, along with Ministry’s top offi-
cials. His Highness the Amir granted Sheikh Mohammad
Al-Khaled Kuwait ’s medal of the first class, and the
Ministry’s Undersecretary Lieutenant General Sulaiman
Fahad Al-Fahad Kuwait’s medal with medallion of excellen-
cy degree, and Ministry’s Assistant Undersecretary for State
Security Affairs Major General Essam Salem Al-Naham
Kuwaiti’s medal with medallion of first class, in recognition

to the distinguished efforts they exerted in serving the
security and stability of the country.

His Highness the Amir applauded the efforts of the
Ministry’s officials and their bravery, efficiency and dedica-
tion which played a key role in the investigations which led
to the arresting the criminals responsible for the explosion
that targeted Al-Imam Al-Sadiq Mosque. His Highness the
Amir praised the role of all security officers in the county in
protecting the security of Kuwait and maintaining its safety
and stability. The meeting was attended by Deputy
Minister of Amiri Diwan Affairs Sheikh Ali Jarrah Al-Sabah.

Dear confidence
Sheikh Mohammad Al-Khaled and the ministry’s top

officials expressed gratitude to His Highness the Amir for
honoring them. During the meeting, Sheikh Mohammad
Al-Khaled said that Kuwait’s medal of first class granted to
him by His Highness the Amir is in fact honoring to the
entire ministry’s staff, even retired ones, who were all guid-
ed by his directives. Meanwhile, the Lt Gen Fahad thanked
His Highness the Amir for the “dear confidence.” Fahad reit-
erated readiness to exert harder efforts and make all sacri-
fices to maintain security and safety of Kuwait and the

Kuwaiti people. Major General Naham also thanked His
Highness the Amir for the honoring.

Amir conveys Eid greetings
In other news, the Amiri Diwan conveyed yesterday Eid

Al-Fitr greetings from His Highness the Amir to the citizens
and residents of Kuwait. 

The Amiri Diwan also sent warm Eid greetings to His the
Amir, His Highness the Crown Prince and His Highness the
Prime minister. The Diwan also wished happy Eid to all
Arab and Islamic nations.  — KUNA 

Amir awards Interior Minister, officials for vigilant efforts

My father encouraged
me to reach my goals

By Faten Omar

This Ramadan, Kuwait Times wants to shift the
conversation to the ordinary folks that make up
the majority of this country. By listening to their

stories and recognizing their humanity, we can remind
ourselves and hopefully our readers of the ties that
bind us all together as a species. 

A woman of passion, twenty-two year old Budoor
Al-Bostah is a girl who will die doing the work that she
loves. Budoor is obsessed with the media world and
hopes to be famous one day. Kuwait Times inter-
viewed Budoor to discover the story behind the
unusual and huge love to hard work.

Kuwait Times (KT): What is the happiest moment
from your childhood?

Bostah: My happiest moment was when I saw a
toy’s ad at Spacetoon Channel and my father bought it
for me.

KT: How is life different from how you imagined
it would be? 

Bostah: Ten years ago, I thought life would be easi-
er than how it is now. Before, my father would give and
buy me anything I want and he made my life easier so I
thought it would remain that way. I had no idea that
you must work hard to get the things you want and
you have to be patient to get it.

KT: Tell me about someone who had a great
effect on your life.

Bostah: Of course my father, my father always sup-
ports me and when he criticizes me he would talk to
me in a good way for me to understand. He also
encouraged me to reach my goals. 

KT: If you could be someone or something, who
or what would you be, and why?

Bostah: I want to be a candle, because it lights the
dark and gives warmth to people. No one understands
how amazing it is.

KUWAIT VOICES

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah hoped
Iran’s nuclear agreement with the P5+1
group contributed to boosting regional
security and stability, and push forward
development in the countries of the area.

This came in cables sent by His Highness
the Amir to Iranian President Hassan
Rouhani and Supreme leader of the Iranian
Revolution Ali Khamenei to congratulate
them on the conclusion of this “historic”
agreement, which was signed by the par-
ties in Vienna, Austria, Tuesday. He hoped
the agreement, which would scale back
Iran’s enrichment capabilities in return of
lifting of sanctions, would push develop-
ment in the region towards further
progress and prosperity for peoples.

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sent

cables to Rouhani and Khamenei to con-
gratulate them on the agreement. His
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber
Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah sent similar
cables. His Highness the Amir also congrat-
ulated leaders of the P5+1 countries’ lead-
ers and UN chief Ban Ki-moon on Iran’s
nuclear agreement. His Highness the Amir
sent cables to Presidents of France Francois
Hollande, the US Barrack Obama, China’s Xi
Jinping and Russia’s Vladimir Putin, British
Prime Minister David Cameron, German
Chancellor Angela Merkel and Ban, hoping
the agreement would boost regional secu-
rity and stability.

The State of Kuwait had welcomed the
nuclear agreement that was signed by Iran
and the P5+1 group, hoping that it will
ease tension and boost confidence-build-
ing measures between the international

community and Iran, thus bolster regional
and international security and stability, a
foreign ministry source told KUNA in a
statement.

Historic deal
National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-

Ghanem expressed hope that the deal con-
tributes to boosting security and stability in
the region, and directs Tehran’s focus on its
own development. Hailing all  sides
involved on the “historic deal,” he stressed
the importance of dialogue on solving
global and regional affairs in preserving
security and stability, particularly in the
Middle East.

He also expressed appreciation of the
efforts pursued by all sides in reaching the
deal, acknowledging Iran’s right to nuclear
energy for peaceful means and the interna-

tional community ’s assurances in this
regard. Mirroring these views, Deputy
Speaker Mubarak Al-Khurainej said he
hopes the deal does much to keep the dan-
ger of nuclear weapons far from the region
and acts as a key for cooperation between
Iran and Gulf states, without intervention in
the affairs of one another. He called on Iran
to improve its relations with the countries
of the region for the greater benefit of all.
The Kuwaiti lawmaker went on to urge the
monitoring of the deal’s implementation. 

Iran and the P5+1 group (the five per-
manent UN Security Council (UNSC) mem-
bers plus Germany) signed a comprehen-
sive nuclear agreement following 17 days
of hectic marathon negotiations. The
agreement will scale back Iran’s uranium
enrichment capabilities in return of lifting
of sanctions. — KUNA

Amir hopes Iran’s deal would
boost regional security, stability

Journey of Hope boat 
to be displayed 

at Marine Museum
KUWAIT: The Journey of Hope boat, which had cruised seas of
the globe trumpeting plight of the mentally challenged, will end
up at the marine museum to stand there as an eternal landmark
of Kuwait’s humanitarian efforts.

The iconic boat will be registered at the National Council for
Culture, Arts and Literature Faisal Mohammad Al-Hajji, the chief
secretary of the Journey of Hope campaign said in a statement
yesterday, adding that it would be transported from Mohammad
Al-Ahmad Marine Base to the Marine Museum, located on the
Arab Gulf Road. He pointed out the coordination with Minister of
Information, Minister of State for Youth Affairs and Chairman of
the National Council, who gave instructions to place the boat just
outside the museum, with information about the global journey
inside the museum building.

The boat will be easily visible for people and visitors of the
country and will be an iconic memorial site of the journey that
had been launched under sponsorship of “the Humanitarian
Leader,” His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah, with government and grass-root support. The boat will
be situated at its new site after Eid Al-Fitr. It had sailed back to
Kuwait on December 1, 2014, completing a seven-month global
journey that included 46 ports and 20 states. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Minister of Information and
State Minister for Youth Sheikh
Salman Sabah Salem Al-Humoud Al-
Sabah said that the political leader-
ship spares no efforts in supporting
private media in the written, audio or
visual scales.

This support comes according to
the leadership’s belief in the impor-
tant patriotic role of the private
media; he said at a function held to
announce newly-approved private
newspaper licenses. The event was

attended by Director General and
Chairman of Kuwait News Agency
(KUNA) Sheikh Mubarak Al-Duaij Al-
Sabah, Ministry Undersecretary Tareq
Al-Mizrim and KUNA Deputy Director
General for Editorial Saad Al-Ali. They
work hand in hand with their govern-
ment counterparts in maintaining
Kuwait’s national unity and coher-
ence, he added. 

He went on to applaud the con-
scious role towards regional and
global threats assumed by the media

in the face of the deadly terrorist
attack on Kuwait’s Imam Al-Sadiq
Mosque.

The media, during this time and
more than any other, are required to
work together to impede attempts to
affect Kuwait’s national unity, and to
shield the minds of youth from funda-
mentalism, extremism, hatred and ter-
rorism, he said. About the soon-to-be
enforced e-media bill, he urged the
public to look at it as a law that deals
with criminal behavior. — KUNA

Leadership supports private
media policies: Info minister

KUWAIT: Information Minister Sheikh Salman Al-
Humoud Al-Sabah speaks at the event. — KUNA

Palestinian 
envoy denies 

Abbas-Iran
press reports

KUWAIT: The Palestinian Ambassador
to Kuwait Rami Tahboub yesterday
denied media reports published
Tuesday, July 14, under the title
“Abbas Plans Improving Relations
with Iran Amidst GCC Dissatisfaction.” 

Ambassador Tahboub stressed that
the policy and attitude followed by
Palestine fully comply with the Arab
consensus and that Palestine has
unquestionable strong brotherly rela-
tions with all Arab countries, including
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) states.
He added that Palestine’s relations
with other countries around the world
were built on mutual respect and
interregional relations and laws.

Moreover, Tahboub underlined
that the Arab world was the main
concern for the Palestinian leadership
under President Mahmoud Abbas as
well as to end the Israeli occupation
and to declare the Palestinian State
with holy Jerusalem as its capital.  

Palestinian ambassador Rami
Tahboub

By A Saleh

KUWAIT: His Highness the
Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah was seen perform-
ing the late night prayers
unguarded in the back
lines among ordinary wor-
shippers. This was a scene
that truly reflects HH the
Crown Prince and the Al-
Sabah family’s humbleness,
especially since after the
prayers, His Highness was
obliging when citizens
gathered around him to
shake hands and to take
photos with him.  

Crown Prince prays unguarded among citizens 

KUWAIT: The Shuaiba Refinery is operat-
ing with its full capacity, 200,000 barrels
per day, Kuwait National Petroleum
Company (KNPC) Spokesman Khaled Al-
Asousi said yesterday. Asousi quashed
reports on a decrease in the capacity of
the refinery, located within the Shuaiba
Industrial Area boundaries. He said that
refining capacity of Shuaiba hit 200,002
barrels daily during the first quarter of
2015, he noted.

According to the KNPC spokesman, all
the units at the Shuaiba Refinery are oper-
ating in line with the set plans and pro-
grams. They only stop for maintenance,
and when this happens production is
transferred to other units to avoid possible
losses. Asousi said that the seasonal report
on the refinery showed excellent perform-
ance, noting that work at the KNPC and
affiliate refineries is conducted with trans-
parency. He urged the media to verify
information prior to publication. —KUNA

KNPC quashes reports on Shuaiba Refinery capacity
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29.  How many verses are there in the Holy Quran?

1436 - 2015
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A photograph from the book (‘Voice of Oud’ ) by Jehan Rajab (researched by Mahmoud Zakariya) shows the Arabian Gulf Road circa 1960.

KUWAIT: Petit Bateau hosted a ‘gergean’ event for children at the 360 Mall recently. — Photos by Joseph Shagra

6236 verses

6238 verses

6326 verses
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KUWAIT: VIVA, Kuwait’s fastest-growing and most developed
telecom operator, distributed free iftar meals around local
mosques in some of the Kuwait governorates, as part of its
corporate social responsibility (CSR) efforts to give back dur-
ing the Holy Month of Ramadan. 

The campaign commenced during the Holy Month and
included the distribution in two mosques in the Shuwaikh
industrial area in Kuwait City. VIVA’s Corporate
Communications team has presented meals to the fasters and
enjoyed the Iftar meal with them.

VIVA reiterates its commitment to being an active member
of the local community in Kuwait as an integral part of its CSR
commitment.  VIVA’s CSR activities can be reviewed on the
company’s website at https://www.viva.com.kw/csr. This offers
a description of each CSR initiative that VIVA has supported, or
taken on since its inception.  

To find out more information about VIVA’s products and
services, visit any of the company’s 69 VIVA branches, or the
website at www.viva.com.kw, or simply call VIVA’s 24 hour call
center at 102.

KUWAIT: Kuwait Red Crescent Society’s (KRCS) Chairman Dr Hilal
Ali Al-Sayer announced yesterday preparing 200 tons of food sup-
plies in Djibouti, to be later transferred by sea to Aden in Yemen,
where people are suffering from deteriorating humanitarian con-
ditions.

A total of 10,000 food packages were bought from the local
market in Djibouti, in preparation for their shipment to Yemen
shortly, Dr Sayer said. The shipment will be handed to Yemen’s
High Relief Committee (HRC) to be distributed to the Yemeni peo-
ple to alleviate their suffering, he added.

Such relief is offered to the Yemeni people according to the
instructions of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, he said. HRC volunteers distributed Eid Al-Fitr

coupons to 4,000 Yemeni families taking up refuge in Amboli
town in Djibouti, he mentioned.

HRC’s field team visited Aboukh coastal camp in Djibouti
where 300 Yemeni families are residing, to evaluate the needs of
the camp and the refugees and offer the refugees their needs of
food and medicine, he affirmed. The team distributed candies and
toys to the children in the camp, in a step which spread happiness
among their young hearts, he added. KRCS launched last May a
relief campaign to Yemen as 40 tons pf medical equipment were
transferred to that country on board of an aircraft which flew from
Abdullah Al-Mubarak air base. KRCS also launched a public cam-
paign last April to collect donations in support of the humanitari-
an situation in Yemen. — KUNA

By Faten Omar 

At the end of Ramadan, Muslims throughout the
world observe a joyous three-day celebration
called Eid Al-Fitr. Eid Al-Fitr or ‘Feast of Breaking

the Fast’ is an important religious holiday for Muslims
worldwide because it marks the end of Ramadan, the
Islamic holy month of fasting. The day of Eid falls on
the first day of the month of Shawwal, which is the
month that comes after Ramadan in the Islamic calen-
dar.

In most countries, Eid Al-Fitr is celebrated on the
same day as Saudi Arabia; while other countries cele-
brate it on a different date. It is not possible to accu-
rately predict the date of Eid Al-Fitr according to the
Gregorian calendar. This is because the month of
Shawwal begins after a confirmed sighting of the new
moon, either in Saudi Arabia or locally. The new moon
may be sighted earlier or later in specific locations;
hence, many Muslims in different communities, for
example on the East and West Coasts of the US and
Canada, may begin Eid Al-Fitr celebrations on different
dates.

Before the day of Eid, during the last few days of
Ramadan, each Muslim family gives a determined
amount as donation to the poor. This donation is

known as Zakat Al-Fitr or ‘Charity of Breaking the Fast’
and donations include actual food such as rice, barley,
dates, meat and so on. If a Muslim has not given Zakat
Al-Fitr during Ramadan, he or she can give it on Eid Al-
Fitr. 

On the first day of Eid, Muslims gather early in the
morning to pray in mosques to perform the Eid prayer.
Eid Al-Fitr has a particular prayer consisting of two
Rakats (units) and has an additional six Takbirs (rising
of the hands to the ears, while saying “Allahu Akbar,”
which literally means “God is greatest”). Three Takbirs
are done in the beginning of the first Raka’ah and the
other three are done just before Ruku’ in the second
Raka’ah. Other Sunni schools usually have twelve
Takbirs, seven in the first Raka’ah, and five in the sec-
ond Raka’ah. The Eid Al-Fitr prayer is generally offered
in an open field or large hall. It may be performed only
in a congregation setting. 

After the Eid prayer, Muslims usually plan to visit
family and friends and give ‘Edia’ (amount of money
given especially to children) and many Muslims may
travel far to participate in these activities. Some com-
munities organize different festivities, such as commu-
nal meals or events for children. These activities tradi-
tionally continue for three days, and the entire three
days period is an official government holiday.

Celebrating Eid Al-Fitr

VIVA gives back this Ramadan
with charitable campaign

Distributing iftar meals to mosques

KUWAIT: Children play at a local amusement park during the Eid holiday in this file photo.
— Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Children receive their ‘Edia’.

KRCS prepares tons of food relief to Yemen



Iwas so bored watching this year’s Kuwaiti drama on TV. As
usual, our drama has been dealing with secondary insignif-
icant issues and does nothing but defame Kuwait and its

people. They show the country as one out of control where
everyone covets for other people’s money and almost all fam-
ilies are plagued with immoralities. To show the people as
addicted to money and prohibited relationships or one of no
manners even if we only talked about a group studying
abroad is something that serves nobody and undermines the
role of drama. 

Drama should always discuss basic issues and suggest
solutions; thus, we have stopped feeling proud of any Kuwaiti
TV show since the 1980s because of bad written scripts,
monotony in topics and superficiality that has only been
focusing on cheap thrilling techniques. I wish we would only
focus on major concerns, like the luring of children and young
men to mosques to join terrorist cells. We should make a
show that is well-studied and written like ‘Selfie’ which coura-
geously dealt with terrorism and Islamic State (IS) in more
than one episode. 

For next year, I hope we find a 30-episode, well-studied
and professionally written show involving cooperation
among educators, psychiatrists and professional writers so
that we could eventually get a professional drama that high-
lights how young people are attracted to terrorism, how such
terrorist groups had been silently working for decades and
how they brainwash kids into committing suicide bombings.
Such drama should address parents and have them monitor
the change in their kids from normal people into extremists.
Each episode should explain how to handle each phase of
ideological radicalism of youths. We want to watch a decent,
respectful and purposeful drama that benefits the society. 

Ideological terrorism cannot only be fought with slogans.
It requires a stern attitude from all state bodies. The informa-
tion ministry should have a role in this by directing the drama
it produces to such goals. The ministry of education should
also work on purifying its teaching staff and remove any one
with radical ideas as well as purify curriculums through mod-
erate specialized experts and not through radical religious
groups claiming to be moderate. 

We can, if we only pay a little attention, fight back terror-
ism. We cannot do it at random or through fruitless media
statements. We need a clearly defined plan and cooperation
with all state bodies, citizens and expatriates, who can all
work as eyes for the ministry of interior, watchful for any sus-
picious groups or actions and report them. If we all cooper-
ate, we will be able to fight terrorism. Finally, spreading
rumors and contributing to doing so, dangerously contribute
to undermining national security. So, I wish we would all be
careful in dealing with ‘information’ we receive so as to avoid
spreading panic among civilians and security forces. 

— Translated by Kuwait Times

A TV show 
like ‘Selfie

Al-Jarida

By Arwa Al-Waqian 

LO C A L
THURSDAY, JULY 16, 2015

Among the outstanding shows during the holy
month of Ramadan is ‘Selfie’ by Saudi actor
Nasser Al-Qasabi and broadcasted over MBC

(Middle East Broadcasting Center).
‘Selfie’ is a comedy show that carries purposeful con-

tent and frank criticism of events, especially of extremist
groups carrying the banner of religion, like the beastly
group, Daesh.

Hardly half of Ramadan elapsed and with it the
show’s episodes, when a storm brewed from those who
claim to be religion’s sheikhs, to a point where an imam
of a mosque uttered words that is no way appropriate
for a person who knows the values of Islamic religion!

Ugly words were uttered by a Friday preacher in
Saudi Arabia against Qasabi like “dayoth” (cuckold) and
“zindeeq” (irreligious) and MBC was not spared from the
descriptions of the Friday preacher as he called MBC,
the channel of blasphemy and atheism!

The religious sheikh mentioned words that violate
the honor of Qasabi’s family, which is not allowed in
both religion and criticism, and made a random criti-
cism of those who install satellite dishes at home and
follow MBC, the channel of unbelievers and secularism!
This is not the first time Qasabi was subject to ugly
attacks and descriptions, as a Saudi preacher attacked
Qasabi and his family to a point where he called for
killing Qasabi because of the ‘Tash ma Tash’ comedy
series!

The joy of Daesh is so great, as they made a fatwa
(religious decision) to sever the head of Qasabi, as if it
was the first beastly operation by Daesh, when it is not,
since they trade in the bloodletting of innocents!

We feel the pain, just as much as the woes of the
Saudi father who appeared in ‘Selfie’ looking for his son
between Daesh’s execution brigade, for the fate of
Muslims and innocent civilians in various parts of the
world from groups who are out of the law and the for-
giving Islamic sharia (canonical law based on the
Quran). We hope that speeches as those by religious
sheikhs are faced by Saudi authorities decisively to pro-
tect the society from them who do not differentiate
between advice and expiation!

Those preachers need psychological rehabilitation
so they may clean their thoughts and get rid of extrem-
ist inclinations, so that they can carry their mission, if
they can! We are in need of television shows like ‘Selfie’
to professionally shed light on dangerous challenges
the Gulf society is facing from groups that are killing in
the name of religion. 

— Translated by Kuwait Times

‘Selfie’ and imams 

Al-Qabas

By Khalid Al-Tarrah

Al-Jarida

KUWAIT: Ahmadi detectives put an end to the extortion
activities of an Indian man who forced his compatriots to
pay royalties and threatened those who refuse to pay. A
security source said that another Indian man asked police
to rescue him from the Indian extortionist who would
threaten and take money from him and several others.
Detectives waited for the suspect near a residence housing
several Asian nationals and arrested him. The suspect con-
fessed to carrying out his activities for the past three years
and getting part of his victims’ salaries so he will stay away
from them. 

Drug arrest
Capital policemen sent a citizen to the Drugs Control

General Department (DCGD) when they arrested him with
75 narcotic pills and two hashish joints. He was also found
wanted to serve a four-year jail sentence.

Reckless drivers
Several areas in Jahra witnessed an unprecedented

spread of reckless drivers, especially just before iftar time.

Residents of these areas called police as roads were closed
by these drivers, while police is not around. A security
source said the problem is in the security spread plan
being followed by the officers. The source added they are
satisfied with fixed inspection points without having roam-
ing patrols in the inner roads.

‘Suicide’
Farwaniya detectives are investigating the death of an

Indian man who was found hanging from a laundry rope,
but detectives think he was killed and not a suicide. Police
received a call from a Pakistani man about the body in
Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh. The prosecutor ordered the case be
recorded as a homicide.

‘Accidental shooting’
Jahra hospital doctors removed several shotgun pellets

from the back of an Asian, who received a shotgun wound
and was brought by his sponsor. The sponsor said his son
shot him by mistake, while cleaning the gun. The sponsor’s
son will be questioned. — Al-Rai, Al-Anbaa

Indian racketeer arrested

By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: In the aftermath of her decision to
dismiss the boards of two co-op societies,
Minister of Social Affairs and Labor Hind Al-
Subaih stressed that MSAL was particularly
keen on both the cooperative societies’ work
as well as protecting shareholders’ money. 

Minister Subaih also expressed regrets over
comments made by Chairman of the Kuwait
Union of Consumer Cooperative Societies
(KUCCS) on her decision, and said that instead
of criticizing the ministry, he should have
inquired from the ministry about the motives
of issuing such a decision. She also said that
she was surprised for being accused of work-
ing against cooperative societies’ democracy.
“Democracy built on violating people’s funds
and corruption is totally unacceptable to
Kuwaiti people who have always fought cor-
ruption,” she said.  

Refuting his call to only dismiss corrupt
board members, Subaih explained that Article
35 of the Cooperative Societies Law entitle
the minister to dismiss the whole board in
case of severe financial violations and, at the

same time, to only dismiss violating member
or members if proven guilty with committing
such violations, “Which already happened in
some coops,” the minister said. She stressed
that the decisions had been made in response
to recommendations made by special com-
mittees reviewing those coops’ books and
records.

Temperature
Meteorologist Essa Ramadan expected that

temperatures would rise during the Eid Al-Fitr
holiday and that humidity would drop today,
July 16, Thursday. 

No explosions 
Both the Ministry of Interior and Kuwait Oil

Company strongly denied that any explosions
happened in Um Al-Manaqeesh and stressed
that oil production was going on normally. 

Fintas Group
Following up the ongoing investigations in

the Fintas Group case, security sources said
that the public prosecutor recently released
Athbi Al-Fahad on a KD 10,000 bail and a trav-

el ban. The sources added that the prosecu-
tion also released Mohammed Al-Jassem and
detained blogger Meshari Boyabes for slan-
dering the public prosecutor. 

Minister responds to
co-op head’s statements

Temperatures to rise during Eid break

Minister Hind Al-Subaih

By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: Kuwait Times is publishing daily
reviews of three of Kuwaiti soap operas aired
on Al Rai TV. Here are the reviews of the 27th
episodes:

‘Qabil lil Kaser’
Bu Fahd fights with his wife and tells her

he wants his son and his wife to stay at the
house and she can leave if she doesn’t like it.
When she retorts rudely, he is about to beat
her and divorces her. Fahd tells his father
they have to get back with his mother and
that this problem doesn’t deserve to end in
divorce. 

Ali thanks Jinan for letting him travel for
the first time in his life as he had never trav-
eled before. Ali calls Hadeel to tell her he
married Jinan and is in Lebanon with her,
and is not sure how long he will stay there. 

Wed blames herself as she asked Jinan
from the beginning to employ Ali. She goes
with Rakan to Hadeel’s house to ask about
him, but Hadeel denies knowing anything
about him. Wed also tells her she heard her
conversation with Zahra in the school about
the plan. Hiba tells Yousef he must do some-
thing to protect Jinan squandering her mon-
ey.

Fahd and his father go to the old man
who brought the suitcase and he corrobo-
rates everything Fahd told him. So he then
goes to the mother, who left the house, and
asks her to return Ali’s money, but she refus-
es and says she doesn’t even want to return

to him or her children. When he comes
home, he tells them he is responsible for
everything in the house and tells Hadeel if
Ali still wants to marry her, he agrees and
doesn’t want any dowry. 

Raja asks Sulaiman to forget Jinan as all is
over and she is married to Ali. She also tries
to convince him to leave the country, but he
refuses. Mariam apologizes to Bu Fahd for
being rude when he asked her to marry him
and she said she doesn’t want to break a
family. He then tells her he has divorced his
wife and proposes to her again.

‘Ummina Rwehit Al Jannah’
Fahd finds Ghala’s phone beside him and

sends a message from her phone to Fawzy,
saying “I miss you, when should we meet”. He
replies “Let’s meet at my old apartment at
7:00 pm”. He then tells Nouf to send a mes-
sage from Fawzy’s phone to Ghala with the
same content. He tells her if Fawzy and Ghala
meet there, he will kill them both. Nouf
sends the message from Fawzy’s phone to
Ghala. 

Shihab calls Fayza and advises her to get a
medical report from the hospital so she can
get divorced. When she does a medical
checkup, the doctor tells her she is pregnant.
Ghada calls Taiba to help her and come with
her to see a flat she wants to rent as the own-
er doesn’t want to rent it to a single woman,
so she plays the role of her sister who will
live there with her and her children. 

Futuh drives with her son Nasser to the
juvenile prison threatening him she will put

him there for taking her ID card from her
wallet. He is crying and bagging her not to
leave him there. So she tells him she has one
condition. She makes him call Fatma pre-
tending their neighbor locked him up in the
trunk of the car and he will die there. She
runs quickly and tells the neighbor to bring
the key, and Futuh comes with Nasser, telling
the neighbor her mother is crazy.  

‘Thakira min Waraq’ 
Fajer comes searching for her real parents

at the house of her adoptive father, who tells
her they left. He reminds her they left her in
front of a mosque when she was a baby and
he adopted her after he found her there.

Najd calls her cousin Ali telling him she
has completed her studies with very good
grades. She tells him she will call him by
video call within a few minutes, and when
she calls him, a girl appears in the screen,
who turns to be his cousin Reem who was
also studying abroad and had just arrived.
Najd is upset that Ali is at the house alone
with her. 

Nawaf, Najd and Shouq return to Kuwait.
Ali’s mother wants to make Najd feel jealous
so she agrees to marry Ali. She makes Reem
act as if she likes him, so Najd will be jealous.
Ghanim returns to Kuwait and goes to the
old house of his parents looking for them, by
nobody is there. He calls Fajer to come out,
but her father won’t let her go, telling her
Ghanim and her parents don’t love her. He
also said he paid her parents KD 10,000 to
stay at his house so they can stay with her. 

By A Saleh

KUWAIT: The Cabinet recently instructed
the finance ministry to coordinate with
the interior and health ministry to list the
names of all martyrs, including non-
Kuwaitis, killed in the Al-Sadiq Mosque
explosion so that their families could be
paid the legitimate diyya (a financial
compensation paid to the victim or heirs
of a victim in the cases of murder based
on Islamic sharia law). 

Zour Refinery 
The Supreme Oil Council is scheduled

to meet today to discuss Kuwait
Petroleum Corporation’s board recom-

mendation regarding Zour Refinery’s
extra budget of KD 870 million. 

Municipality losses 
Minister of Communications and State

Minister for Municipality Affairs Essa Al-
Kandari recently referred a final report on
municipality losses to the public prose-
cution. This report was made by the com-
mittee formed to investigate the munici-
pality’s lost cases in the periods covering
2009 to 2013, which amounted to KD 14
million in compensation. Kandari said
that the investigation aims at holding
those responsible for each case’s mis-
takes accountable in order to avoid the
same mistakes in the future.

Ramadan soap operas’ review

Diyya to be paid to
martyrs’ families 

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Interior (MOI) has
finalized all necessary preparations for the
Eid Al-Fitr holiday, Relations and Security
Media Director Brigadier Adel Al-Hashash
said in a statement yesterday. 

Hashash added that following a meet-
ing with various MOI sectors,
Undersecretary Lieutenant General
Suleiman Al-Fahad instructed all sectors to
be on alert and properly deployed during
the holiday to help the public enjoy the Eid.
Hashash added that security plans include
security and traffic, especially near shop-
ping malls, children arcades, parks and
recreation centers.  

Furthermore, Hashash said that MOI’s
central operations will be working on a
24/7 basis and will be ready to receive any
reports on its hotline number 112. He also
noted that the security media department
will always communicate with the public
by providing awareness flashes and direc-
tives through various media. Moreover,

Hashash highlighted that ‘negative security
phenomena’ such as harassment, reckless
driving and the use of fireworks would not
be tolerated. 

Interior Ministry
ready for Eid

Brigadier Adel Al-Hashash

KUWAIT: Small and medium enterprises have
been promoted globally and in the Arab
world as a solution to absorb the huge num-
bers of unemployed youth, many of whom
were the motivating force for the ‘Arab spring’
disturbances.

SMEs constitute 90 percent of registered
enterprises in the Arab world, including
Kuwait and Oman. However, the proportion
reaches 95 percent in Saudi Arabia and 99.1
percent in Egyptís non-agricultural field,
according to a study released of the Arab
Planning Institute.

Also by comparison, the SMEs constitute
77 percent of the domestic product in
Algeria, 59 percent in Palestine and 25 per-
cent in Saudi Arabia.  Seventy-four percent of
the employments are in the SMEs in Egypt, 50
percent in Jordan and 72.3 percent in Bahrain.
The number of enterprise facilities in the Arab
world, in 2010, reached 10 million, according
to the study.

Kuwait was among the first countries that
became aware of the necessity of the SMEs.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah announced, in
January 2009 during the first economic devel-
opment summit, hosted by the country,
establishing a fund for supporting SMEs at
the Arab level, with a Kuwaiti contribution
amounting to $500 million.

At the domestic level, Kuwait established
the National Fund for Small and Medium
Enterprises, according to Law 98/2013, with
KD 1 billion capital.  Several others had been
set up for the same purposes, however, some
of them were short lived.

The national fund provides financial sup-
port and facilities for the investors, according
to certain terms; such as the entrepreneur
must be a Kuwaiti citizen, aged no less than
21 years, with a clean record, that he (or she)
be fully devoted for the enterprise, that the
cost of launching the enterprise does not
exceed KD 500,000 — according to the feasi-
bility study and the work plan and without
calculating value of the land plot on which
the business is launched. —KUNA

Kuwait encourages SMEs
to create jobs for youth



THURSDAY, JULY 16, 2015

Palestinian family 
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DUBAI: The nuclear deal with Iran was
met with a profound wariness in the
Arab world, where concerns are wide-
spread that the easing of its internation-
al isolation could tip the already bloody
contest for power in the region toward
Shiite-led Tehran. Arab countries have
deep fears of Iran gaining a nuclear
weapon, and some have been skeptical
that a deal will prevent that from hap-
pening. But equally high for key Sunni-
dominated Gulf allies of the United
States is the worry that a deal gives Iran
the means - through an economic wind-
fall - and an implicit green light to push
influence in the region.

The Arab world has been polarized
for years in a worsening proxy conflict
between Iran and Gulf powers, particu-
larly Saudi Arabia, fueling Sunni-Shiite
tensions and stoking wars. In Syria, Iran’s
support has ensured the survival of
President Bashar Assad against Sunni
rebels backed by Gulf nations in a devas-
tating civil war, now in its fifth year.
Yemen has been torn apart this year as
Saudi Arabia, leading a coalition air cam-
paign, has tried to help fend off Shiite
rebels supported by Tehran. In Iraq,
Saudi Arabia has opposed the growing
power of Iran even since the 2003 ouster
of Saddam Hussein and the rise of a gov-
ernment led by Shiite politicians close to
Iran.

“Deal or no deal, tension in the
region is not going to go away,” said
Abdulkhaleq Abdullah, a professor of
political science at United Arab Emirates
University. “If Iran is bent on acting as a
hegemon, as a regional power, I think
we are in for some difficult times.” Saudi
Arabia issued a pointed warning, saying
Iran must use any economic gains from
the lifting of sanctions to improve the
lives of Iranians, “rather than using them
to cause turmoil in the region, a matter
that will meet a decisive reaction from
the nations of the region,” in a statement
carried on the state news agency late
Tuesday.

Other Gulf monarchies sought to
show some cautious optimism. The
president of the United Arab Emirates,
which has longstanding trade ties to
Iran, and HH the Amir of Kuwait, who
visited Tehran last year in an effort to
improve relations, each sent congratula-
tions to Iran and expressed hope the
agreement will contribute to regional
security and stability.

Skepticism  
On the nuclear issue itself, Arab coun-

tries have shown skepticism that a deal

would stop Iran from building a
weapon. In its statement Tuesday, Saudi
Arabia withheld judgment on the final
accord, but underlined it always wanted
an agreement that guarantees Iran can-
not develop a bomb, includes a strict
inspection mechanism for all sites -
including military ones - and ensures a
swift re-imposition of sanctions if Tehran
violates the deal. 

Saudi Arabia’s former intelligence
chief, Prince Turki Al-Faisal, warned earli-
er this year that a deal might fuel a
regional arms race. Egypt’s Foreign
Ministry spokesman, Badr Abdelattie,
said his country hopes the deal would
be “a step toward a region free of
nuclear weapons”- a project Egypt has
been lobbying for in the United Nations
for long, with its eyes on Israel’s all but
confirmed arsenal. But foremost on the
minds of Iran’s opponents in the region
was the worry that the deal strengthens
its hand in the region’s conflicts. “This
agreement, from our point of view, rep-
resents an indirect threat to Gulf and
Arab interests and peace,” said Tariq Al-
Shammari, a Saudi analyst and president
of the Council of Gulf International
Relations.

Behind the scenes, he said, Gulf Arab
countries will work to try and keep Iran
isolated politically and economically, he
added, pointing out that Saudi Arabia in
particular has already moved to improve
ties with Russia, which is a strong ally of
Iran. Syrian rebels were alarmed, warn-
ing that now Iran will feel free to infuse
even more cash and weapons to prop
up Assad’s overstretched army.

“This agreement translates into more
barrel bombs, more massacres and
more blood across Syria,” said a rebel
with the Islamic Al-Jabha al-Shamiya fac-
tion in northern Syria who spoke on
condition he be identified by his nom de
guerre of Abu Yasser, for his own safety.
Barrel bombs are the crude but destruc-
tive bombs dropped from Syrian military
aircraft that have caused considerable
civilian casualties. He said an Iran at
peace with the international community
will feel “even more at ease” to imple-
ment its agenda across the region,
including in Iraq, Syria and Yemen.

‘Great Victory’
On the pro-government side in

Syria, some had the same expectation.
Bassam Mahfouz, a 54-year-old resi-
dent of the capital, Damascus, said he
hoped Iran will now increase its sup-
port for Syria in the fight against “ter-
rorism”. Assad was quick to congratu-

late Iran’s Supreme Leader Ali
Khamenei and President Hassan
Rouhani. In his cable addressed to
Khamenei, Assad described the deal as
“a great victory” achieved by Iran and a
“historic turning point” in the history of
Iran, the region and the world. “We are
quite assured that the Islamic Republic
of Iran will continue, with greater
momentum, supporting the just issues
of nations,” he said.

President Barack Obama acknowl-
edged Tuesday that the US and Iran
remain at odds over many issues,
including Tehran’s support for terror-
ism in the Middle East and its deten-
tion of several American citizens. Still,
he suggested a breakthrough on the
nuclear issue could pave the way for a
broader shift in relations between the
US and Iran. “This deal offers an oppor-
tunity to move in a new direction,”
Obama said. “We should seize it.”

Supporters of the deal see that
opening as an opportunity to try to
moderate Iran’s role in the region. In
Iraq, the complex sectarian fault lines
make the deal’s impact hard to read.
The Iran-US and Iran-Saudi rivalries
have fueled tensions in the country for
years. At the same time, Iran and the
US have recently found themselves on
the same side fighting against the
Islamic State group, though they have
avoided working with each other.

Saad Al-Hadithi, the spokesman for
Iraq’s Shiite prime minister, Haider Al-
Abadi, called the deal “a catalyst for
regional stability” that will lead to bet-
ter unity in the fight against terrorism.
Hamid Al-Mutlaq, an Iraqi Sunni law-
maker, was more cautious. “We hope
now to see a positive Iranian interfer-
ence, not a negative one in the region,
and to change the way it sees and
deals with people of the regional coun-
tries,” he said. 

But Sunni hardliners in the Arab
world were convinced the deal signals
U.S. acquiescence to the spread of
Iranian power. One prominent Saudi
Muslim cleric, Salman Al-Ouda, who is
often critical of the Saudi government,
warned in a tweet that “Iran is moving
according to a well-studied clear
vision, absorbing its adversaries.
Where are the Arab governments?
Where is their alternative project to
face the challenge?” A hard-line Qatari
cleric, Mohammed Al-Shinqiti, tweet-
ed that in return for limiting Iran’s
nuclear program, “America has some-
thing to offer Iran: An Arab world open
for its wars.”  —AP

TEHRAN: Iranian wave the national flag during celebration in northern Tehran yesterday, after Iran’s nuclear negotiating team struck a deal with world powers in Vienna. Iranians poured onto the streets of
Tehran after the Ramadan fast ended at sundown Tuesday to celebrate the historic nuclear deal agreed earlier with world powers in Vienna. —AFP

Arabs worry nuke deal 
will boost Iran’s power
Wariness, caution, skepticism in Arab world
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TEHRAN: A deal with world powers ended a
“manufactured crisis” over Iran’s nuclear pro-
gram, its foreign minister said yesterday after
negotiating the accord, which drew furious
objections from US lawmakers. President Barack
Obama faced a bruising battle to sell the deal in
Washington as Congressional leaders queued up
to denounce it. In return for curbs on its nuclear
program for at least 10 years, Iran will be freed
from Western and UN sanctions that have crip-
pled its economy.

Obama was to hold a news conference yes-
terday to try to convince Americans of the bene-
fits of an agreement that has drawn opposition
from US allies in the region, including Israel.
Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif, who
led Iran’s negotiating team in the final 18
straight days of talks that culminated in
Tuesday’s deal, said on his return home that
common ground had been found with the six
powers led by the United States. “We will take
measures, and they will do their part,” he told
reporters at Tehran’s Mehrabad airport. “It will
happen in around four months from now,” he
said of the deal’s formal implementation.

Zarif’s comments came after a night of cele-
brations in Tehran, where his own name was
chanted in the streets by joyous Iranians. Many
festooned their cars with balloons and danced in
the street to celebrate the prospect of an end to
long years of economic hardship caused by
Western sanctions. “Maybe the economy is
going to change, especially for the young peo-
ple. I was thinking about leaving, but now I will
stay to see what happens,” said Giti, 42, a com-
puter programmer. The sentiment was shared by
most Iranian newspapers. Financial daily
Donyaye Eqtesad said Iran had “entered the
post-sanctions age.” “Iran Siege Broken,” head-
lined the moderate daily Ghanoon.

In Washington, however, the deal came under
intense scrutiny. The speaker of the Republican-
led US House of Representatives, John Boehner,
said it was “likely to fuel a nuclear arms race
around the world”. But Zarif hit back at the deal’s
biggest critic, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu, head of the region’s sole if unde-
clared nuclear state, who branded the agree-
ment a “historic mistake”. “Netanyahu kicked up
a fuss, as he is upset that Iran managed to get
sanctions lifted and prevent a manufactured cri-
sis,” Zarif said.

British Foreign Secretary Philip Hammond
headed to Israel yesterday to explain the deal in
person. He also voiced hope London could
reopen its embassy in Tehran, which was closed
in 2011 after being stormed by a mob.

Obama Faces Hard Sell 
Iran has always denied seeking an atomic

bomb, a stance President Hassan Rouhani reiter-
ated after Tuesday’s agreement. Soon after the
deal was announced the White House launched
a campaign to stop sceptics at home and
abroad from derailing the hard-won accord. US
lawmakers have 60 days to review the agree-
ment but Obama has vowed to use his veto
over any attempt to block it.

Under the deal, Iran will cut by about two-
thirds the number of centrifuges - which can
make fuel for nuclear power stations but also
the core of a nuclear bomb - from around
19,000 to just over 6,000. It has also agreed to
allow the UN nuclear watchdog tightly con-
trolled access to its military bases, an Iranian
official said. Obama said the accord meant
“every pathway to a nuclear weapon is cut off”.
“This deal offers an opportunity to move in a
new direction. We should seize it,” he said,
pointing to a broader effort to end the hostili-
ty that has persisted ever since the overthrow
of the US-backed shah in the Islamic revolu-
tion of 1979.

Cooperation Against IS -
Washington hopes the accord may lead to

more cooperation with Iran at an explosive time
in the Middle East after the Islamic State jihadist
group surged last year, seizing vast swathes of
Syria and Iraq. Russian Foreign Minister Sergei
Lavrov said the deal paved the way for a “broad”
coalition to fight the Sunni extremist group,
which is as hostile to Shiite Iran as it is to the
West. “It removes the barriers - largely artificial -
on the way to a broad coalition to fight the
Islamic State and other terrorist groups,” Lavrov
said.

But the agreement has alarmed some of
America’s most important Middle East allies,
including Sunni regional power Saudi Arabia.
French Foreign Minister Laurent Fabius said he
had accepted an invitation to visit Tehran soon.
With Iran set to reopen for business with the
progressive lifting of sanctions, he was likely to
be the first in a long line of top diplomats beat-
ing a path to Tehran. France was one of the pow-
ers that reached the deal with Iran, along with
Britain, China, Germany, Russia and the United
States.—AFP 

Iran says nuke deal ends 

‘manufactured crisis’
Britain hopes to reopen embassy soon

TEHRAN: Iran’s Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif, who is also Iran’s top
nuclear negotiator (right), and the head of Iran’s Atomic Energy Organization Ali
Akbar Salehi leave their press briefing at the Mehrabad Airport yesterday. — AP 

VIENNA: In a stunning tweet on Monday,
Iranian President Hassan Rouhani declared:
“#IranDeal is the victory of diplomacy & mutual
respect”. Except that it wasn’t. The latest round of
ministerial negotiations between Iran and six
world powers on curbing Iran’s nuclear program
were still in full swing, 17 days in, and Rouhani
had jumped the gun. The tweet was deleted. But
then it reappeared, with a judicious edit. “If
#IranDeal, victory of diplomacy and mutual
respect ...”

It was a moment that revealed perhaps the
most crucial aspect of the deal in Vienna on
Tuesday: that the main protagonists, Iran and
the United States, for decades the bitterest of
enemies, had too much invested in the process
to let it fail without a fight, and the longer the
talks went on, the likelier a deal became. One US
nuclear expert calculated that he had travelled
400,000 miles (643,700 km) - the distance to the
moon and halfway back - since Feb 2014 in the
search for an agreement.

Some of his colleagues were on their 18th
visit to Vienna, scene of most of the talks. Unlike
his big power counterparts, US Secretary of
State John Kerry, on crutches after breaking his
leg in a cycling accident, remained in Vienna for
the entire duration of the ministerial round. It
was the longest period that anyone could
remember an American secretary of state stay-
ing in a single foreign location in peacetime.

It was the culmination of a huge commit-
ment that began when the pragmatist Rouhani
was elected president of Iran in mid-2013. By
November of that year, an interim confidence-
building deal had been agreed that gave Iran
limited sanctions relief in exchange for freezing
the nuclear programme that Western powers
suspected to have been a cover for weapons
development, something Tehran has consistent-
ly denied.

Another 17 Months
It took a further painful 17 months of wran-

gling between Iran and the United States,
France, Britain, Germany, Russia and China,
including the conclusion of a “framework deal”
in April that went 30 hours into overtime, to get
to Vienna. It all meant that, even after the talks
had been extended for the third time past their
long-forgotten June 30 deadline, Kerry and
Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif
remained confident of eventual success - infuri-
atingly so for Kerry’s European partners, who
challenged him to back up his assertion that he
was prepared to “walk” if necessary. “These
f***ing negotiations are not held together,” com-
plained one European diplomat. “They are going
in all directions and Kerry is just sitting there say-
ing, ‘I don’t care how long we stay, we need a

deal and can’t put Zarif in a corner’.”
When European Union foreign policy chief

Federica Mogherini, coordinating the six powers,
threatened to quit the talks in a meeting with
Zarif on July 6, he lost his temper and yelled
“Never threaten an Iranian!” according to a
report by Iran’s Mehr news agency. Zarif and
Kerry, for their part, met face-to-face about 20
times in Vienna, although they, too, lost their
cool at a meeting earlier the same day, their
raised voices carrying into the corridors of the
genteel 19th-century Palais Coburg hotel.

Both men knew that, for all their patience,
they had to produce a deal that would be sup-
ported by their own leaders. Zarif flew home to
Tehran on June 28, two days before the original
deadline, for consultations after Iran’s Supreme
Leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, set out unex-
pectedly tough “red lines” in a speech. A senior
US official said Washington had seen this as “an
indication that he would presumably return with
the Supreme Leader’s guidance and the neces-
sary authority to close a deal ... That’s ultimately
what seems to have transpired.”

Deal Rejected
Then, last Wednesday, US President Barack

Obama, under pressure from critics who
accused him of giving too much ground in the
quest for a deal, held a video conference with his
team in Vienna in which he “essentially rejected
the deal that was on the table”, a White House
official said. The sticking points he named were
those that diplomats in Vienna said had occu-
pied the last hours of the talks, into the small
hours of Tuesday: how long would a UN embar-
go on selling weapons and missile technology
to Iran be maintained, and how quickly would
sanctions be lifted - and potentially restored if
Iran violated the terms of the deal? But at the
same time, he told the US negotiators: “I don’t
care about any particular deadline, I care about
the quality of the deal,” the official said.

Kerry almost certainly thought much the
same. After failing to revive Israeli-Palestinian
peace talks in months of dogged shuttle diplo-
macy early in his tenure, Iran was his chance to
secure a lasting legacy. For his part, Zarif told
Kerry early this year that failure to achieve a
nuclear deal would herald the demise of
Rouhani, who had promised that to revive Iran’s
crippled economy by ending its international
isolation. After finally sealing “the most signifi-
cant multilateral nuclear agreement in two
decades”, former IAEA official Tariq Rauf, director
of the Disarmament and Non-Proliferation
Programme at the Stockholm International
Peace Research Institute, said he had no doubt
that Kerry and Zarif had done enough to secure
a Nobel Peace Prize. — Reuters 

Infuriating patience pays 

off for Kerry and Zarif 

JERUSALEM: Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu suffered a major
defeat in failing to stop a nuclear deal
with Iran but he remains as defiant as
ever even at the risk of further isola-
tion. While the world’s major powers
welcomed the deal finalised with Iran
yesterday as a historic moment capa-
ble of setting relations with the Islamic
republic on a new path, Netanyahu
harshly condemned it. For the 65-year-
old savvy rightwing prime minister,
the agreement was a “stunning, his-
toric mistake”.

He stressed Israel would not be
bound by the deal and - again sig-
nalling that military force was not off
the table - said the country would
“always defend ourselves”. Yesterday,
he declared the agreement was “not
the end of the story”. “We are going to
continue to denounce the danger in
reaching an agreement with a dictato-
rial regime,” he said.

Netanyahu argues the deal will fail
to block Iran’s path to nuclear weapons
that could be used to target the Jewish
state, and says the lifting of sanctions
will allow it to further support proxy
militants in the Middle East. While he
has angered US President Barack

Obama by appearing before Congress
in Washington to argue against the
agreement, there is wide support for
Netanyahu’s stand among his political
allies in Israel. 

The opposition has also
denounced the deal, while at the same
time criticising Netanyahu for deterio-
rating relations with the United States,
the country’s most important ally.
“Netanyahu wants to go down in his-
tory as practically the only person to
warn to the very end against the dan-
gers of a nuclear Iran,” a senior Israeli
official told AFP on condition of
anonymity. “He knows in advance that
it is a losing battle in the short-term,
but he cannot stand idly by.”

His focus now is likely to turn to the
US Congress, which has 60 days to
review the deal. Netanyahu has allies
there, particularly among Republicans,
but their chances of sinking the agree-
ment appear unlikely for now. Even if
the deal is voted down in Congress,
Obama can veto the move. Congress
can only override the veto with a two-
thirds vote. Obama has sought to reas-
sure Netanyahu, telling him in a tele-
phone conversation on Tuesday night
that the agreement was in Israel’s

“national security interest”. He also
announced US Defence Secretary
Ashton Carter would visit Israel next
week. British Foreign Secretary Philip
Hammond said he was heading to
Israel yesterday night to explain the
deal in person, with a meeting set with
Netanyahu today.

‘American Umbrella’? 
Israel is believed to be the only

country in the Middle East with atomic
bombs, although it has never con-
firmed it. The United States currently
grants Israel some $3 billion in military
aid yearly outside of spending on oth-
er projects, such as assistance in devel-
oping the country’s Iron Dome missile
defence system. There has been talk of
further assistance to compensate for
Israel’s concerns related to the deal,
such as additional F-35 stealth fighters
capable of evading Iranian detection.
Israel has already ordered 33 F-35s.

Yuval Steinitz, the Israeli minister
who has overseen the Iran dossier,
however sought to keep the focus on
the danger his country says the deal
poses. “We are very grateful for the
assistance we get from the US,” Steinitz
said yesterday. “But I think it’s wrong to

use the word compensation because
there is no real compensation for
nuclear threat.”

Akiva Eldar, a political analyst and
columnist for the Al-Monitor website
which covers the Middle East, said one
strategy Israel may be seeking to pur-
sue involves protection under an
“American umbrella”. That would mean
reaching an agreement specifying that
any Iranian attack against Israel would
be considered an attack against the
United States, he said. The Israeli offi-
cial who spoke on condition of
anonymity said discussions would also
likely include further cooperation
between US and Israeli intelligence to
detect any potential violation of the
nuclear agreement by Iran.

It is unclear whether Netanyahu,
long known as a shrewd political oper-
ator, will continue to strongly criticise
the deal in public but work more diplo-
matically behind the scenes. Some in
Israel have however begun to suggest
it is time to move on. “The nuclear deal
in the making is far from perfect, but
the skies are not going to fall on our
head tomorrow,” Yossi Melman, who
focuses on security issues, wrote in The
Jerusalem Post. —AFP 

Netanyahu defiant in face 

of isolation after Iran deal
LOS ANGELES: “Tehrangeles,” as the vast
expatriate Iranian community based in Los
Angeles is known, welcomed Tuesday the
nuclear deal struck in Vienna with hope, but
also some doubts. A “very, very happy” Alex
Helmi, owner of a luxury carpet boutique in
Beverly Hills, cheered the agreement as a
sign of change, “because the policy of not
talking to each other for 35 years has not
been working”. “I’m very grateful to (US)
President (Barack) Obama for continuing
the negotiation. I think it’s the right direc-
tion for the us,” added the 59-year-old, who
moved to the United States 40 years ago. 

Ali Shoroush, a writer who calls himself
“an old leftist”, called the deal between the
Islamic Republic and key world powers
“very positive, very hopeful”. “This is a show
against proliferation, a blueprint for a viable
civilian nuclear deal,” added the 60-year-old,
browsing through books in an Iranian book-
shop. More than 700,000 Iranians or chil-
dren and grandchildren of Iranians live in
Los Angeles, many of them in Beverly Hills,
where 20 percent of the population is of
Iranian stock. 

In his boutique on Westwood Boulevard
- nicknamed Persian Plaza for its many
Iranian businesses -Sam Tala said the deal
between Tehran and the “P5+1” (Britain,
China, France, Russia and the United States
plus Germany) should help trade.  “The val-
ue of the money is going up. That’s impor-
tant because if the value increases, every-
thing will be OK,” said the 29-year-old, not-

ing that his sanctions-gripped native coun-
try is currently forced to import lots of
goods.

The 109-page deal struck in the Austrian
capital limits the Islamic Republic’s nuclear
program in exchange for progressively lift-
ing sanctions which have stifled its econo-
my for decades. The aim is to make it almost
impossible for Tehran to build a nuclear
weapon, while allowing the country to
develop nuclear power capacity. In a music
shop called Musi, 35-year-old artist Anita
voiced doubts. “I’m hopeful everything will
get better, the economy and the situation
for the young people. But my main concern
is human rights,” she said, declining to give
her last name. “We were hoping there
would be more improvements on human
rights,” she added as she voiced hope for
the release of imprisoned spiritual leader
Mohammad Ali Taheri.

Jimmy Delshad, a former mayor of
Beverly Hills, is even more critical. “Iran won
a big fight. They got everything they want-
ed,” he told AFP. “I’m happy for the people of
Iran if the money goes to the people of Iran,
(but) I doubt that. Overall, it is a very big win
for Iran and time will show whether they
abide by this.”  Many hope that the Vienna
deal and the easing of diplomatic strains
between Tehran and the West will help
improve the image of the Iranian people
themselves. “The people of Iran are not a
war-loving people. They are a magnificent
people,” said Helmi, the carpet dealer. —AFP 

In ‘Tehrangeles’ hopes,

fears over nuclear deal

VIENNA: Staff at the International Atomic
Energy Agency, the UN watchdog set to play
a vital role in the new Iran nuclear deal, call
this pleasantly cool basement the dungeon.
Inside a display cabinet full of clunky, old
equipment sits a little orange toy figure with
a tongue-in-cheek sign next to it: “Little
Brother”. But this is no laughing matter. Down
here lurks some of the high-tech kit, shown to
AFP in an exclusive recent visit, that will
ensure that Iran sticks to its side of the bar-
gain in the historic accord clinched on
Tuesday.

Mounted on a wall are cameras encased
in microwave-sized blue metal boxes under-
going testing, able to record images of Iran’s
nuclear facilities that can then be watched
by inspectors. The cameras are specially
made for the IAEA, and the pictures, just like
the electronic fibre-optic seals to be put on
nuclear equipment, cannot be faked. Other
gadgets, some of them new, fix to pipes in
facilities to measure - online - the enrich-
ment levels of uranium, while ultrasonic
transducers monitor reactors and 3D laser
range scanners check for any changes to
nuclear sites. The Vienna-based IAEA will be
the “eyes and ears of the international com-
munity” in Iran, according to its Japanese

Director General Yukiya Amano.

People Power 
The equipment is nothing without the

human factor, though. The IAEA has between
four and 10 inspectors in Iran every day as
well as its equipment, trying to make sure
that Iran is not secretly building a nuclear
weapon. The IAEA will now have an even big-
ger job, inspecting not only sites where Iran
declares nuclear material to be, as per the cur-
rent arrangement, but elsewhere too.
Controversially, this could include inspecting
military bases, in order to investigate allega-
tions of past efforts to develop nuclear
weapons - and to probe any suspected efforts
in the future.

With Iran set to reduce the number of ura-
nium centrifuges, which can make nuclear
fuel but also the core of a weapon, surplus
equipment will be dismantled and placed in
IAEA-monitored storage. It will also have to
certify that Iran is reducing its stockpile of
low-enriched uranium and monitor the
redesigning of the Arak reactor and the
removal of the original calandria or reactor
core.

But according to Thomas Shea, a former
IAEA inspector, the watchdog might also get

help from others - foreign intelligence servic-
es or dissidents - to detect any secret sites. “If
Tehran were to create new clandestine facili-
ties, it might try to hide them in cities, possi-
bly under industrial facilities, hospitals or
shopping malls or on military bases,” Shea
said in a report for the Arms Control
Association. “National intelligence services
employ methods, such as spying and inter-
cepting communications, that are beyond
IAEA capabilities,” he said.

Big Task 
The IAEA is already unrecognisable from

its 1950s beginnings, undergoing a radical
overhaul after North Korea and Iraq’s secret
weapons programs emerged in the 1990s.
Even to do its job in Iran before the recent
deal, it had to bring former inspectors back
from retirement, insiders say, and its new role
will require many more, plus more money.
Their job is not helped by the fact that some
in Iran view the IAEA as being riddled with
spies and biased, an impression not dispelled
by diplomatic cables released by WikiLeaks in
2010. According to diplomats, Iran only
allows in inspectors from certain nations - no
Americans, no Britons, no French, and defi-
nitely no Israelis. But Germans, Russians and

Chinese are okay. According to the US official
involved in this week’s nuclear talks, part of
the new accord is that this will change. Any
nation with diplomatic relations with Iran - so

not the US - will be able to send inspectors, he
said. “It is impossible to say how well this is
going to succeed,” Shea told AFP. “Iran is a big
country.” — AFP 

IAEA: The world’s eyes and ears in Iran

BUSHEHR, Iran: A file picture dated on April 3, 2007 shows an Iranian flag out-
side the building housing the reactor of the Bushehr nuclear power plant in this
southern Iranian port town. — AFP 
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ADEN: Saudi-backed Yemeni militiamen cap-
tured Aden’s main port and a  neighbouring
district yesterday, a big prize in their battle to
drive Houthi forces from the southern city, res-
idents and fighters said. Coming a day after
the fighters wrested the city’s airport and
another district from the Houthis, the advance
has dealt the biggest setback yet to the Iran-
allied Houthis in more than three months of
war. Houthi forces withdrew from the port and
Mualla district into Tawahi and were slowing
the militiamen’s advance in another area
called Crater, using intense sniper fire from
volcanic crags which overlook the seaside
metropolis.

Medics said dozens of combatants and
civilians had been killed in the last two days of
fighting and the main hospital made an urgent
appeal for blood donations. Saudi Arabia and
other Arab states have been bombing the
Houthis and their allies from the air since
March 26 in the hope of reinstating Yemen’s
President Abd-Rabbu Mansour Hadi, an ally of
Saudi Arabia who fled into exile in Riyadh.

The Houthis say their takeover of the capi-
tal Sanaa in September and armed push into
Yemen’s south and east in March and April are
part of a revolution against a corrupt govern-
ment and hardline Sunni Muslim militants.

Residents said scores of southern fighters were
in the streets of Aden fighting on Wednesday
as part of the offensive dubbed “Operation
Golden Arrow”. A Reuters witness saw about
40 armoured vehicles, which the militiamen
said were provided by the United Arab
Emirates (UAE) and were vital for their battle to
win back control of the airport. Residents said
scores of fighters amassed at the entrance of
Mualla in the morning and heavy exchanges
of gunfire erupted with Houthi forces, who
were pushed over the course of several hours
into Tawahi district.

Regional Struggle
A struggle for power in Yemen exploded

into an international crisis in late March when
the Houthis entered Aden - the country’s main
port and second city - and a Saudi-led coali-
tion began its air campaign. Pitting mostly
Sunni Muslim fighters in Yemen’s south
against the Shiite Houthis, the war is tinged
with some of the sectarian and regional rival-
ries defining other wars in the region. The
combat looks set to simmer despite a deal
reached by world powers and Iran over its dis-
puted nuclear program on Tuesday.

Riyadh, waging a regional struggle for
influence with Iran, reacted warily to the deal,

saying it would make the Middle East more
dangerous if it conceded too much to Tehran.
Ali Al-Ahmedi, spokesman for anti-Houthi
forces in the city, said earlier on Wednesday
that they would build on their capture on
Tuesday of Khormaksar - an area that acts as a
bridge between the mainland and a peninsula
where much of the city lies. “The southern
resistance in coordination with reconstituted
army units and coalition aircraft are moving
into position to lift the siege on the area of
Crater, Mualla and Tawahi and to storm and
seize them back,” Ahmedi said. “The clearing of
these areas is a matter of hours,” he said.

Pro-Houthi media said the air campaign
continued unabated yesterday, killing 13 peo-
ple in bombings throughout the country.
Following Tuesday’s advance, residents of
cities across Yemen’s south set off fireworks,
honked horns and chanted slogans promising
a swift victory over the Houthis. The country’s
proximity to Saudi Arabia, the world’s top oil
exporter, makes the instability a cause for
international concern. Yemen has also been in
the frontline of the United States’ global war
against Islamist militants but American per-
sonnel pulled out of the country as the inter-
nal conflict worsened.

The fighting in Aden has taken a dreadful

humanitarian toll, with flood, medicine and
other necessities in short supply. A UN-bro-
kered ceasefire to allow delivery of aid col-

lapsed within days. More than 3,000 people
have been killed and more than one million dis-
placed since the conflict broke out. — Reuters 

Saudi-backed forces take Aden port from Houthis

ROME: Dirty and disorganised, Rome
is once more in decline. City hall is
paralysed by allegations of Mafia
infiltration, basic services are in tat-
ters, the main airport is partially
closed, and wild cat strikes have
frayed an already ropey public trans-
port network. For generations, the
Italian capital has rested on past glo-
ries rather than built on them. The
years of neglect,  corruption and
bureaucratic bungling have taken a
fierce toll, reflecting a wider malaise
that afflicts Italy as a whole.

“Rome is on the verge of collapse,”
Giancarlo Cremonesi, the president
of the Rome Chamber of Commerce,
told Reuters. “It is unacceptable that
a major city which calls itself devel-
oped can find itself in such a state of
decay.” One of the 10 biggest cities in
Europe, with a population of 2.8 mil-
lion, Rome boasts some of the most
spectacular  squares,  fountains,
museums and churches in the world.
But like its ancient monuments, its
problems are plain for all  to see,
starting at the main international
gateway into the city, Fiumicino,
Italy’s largest airport, which is strug-
gling to bounce back from a fire that
broke out on May 7.

Although the blaze was confined
to just part of one of its three termi-
nals, more than two months later, 40
percent of all flights still have to be
cancelled each day because of a dis-
pute over the danger posed by con-
taminants unleashed by the flames.
Magistrates sealed the site for weeks
to gauge the air quality, while vari-
ous public bodies argued over how
airports should be classified when it
came to measuring pollution. “In this
case you see many things that are
typically Italian. For example the role
of the magistrates,” Vito Riggio, the
head of the I talian Civil  Aviation
Authority, told Reuters.

All  the f ire -damaged material
should have been immediately
removed to speed up the rebuilding,
he said. “Instead the place was offi-
cially sealed. Nobody could enter
and the source of the (contaminants)
continued to pollute. It is not hard to
grasp, but no one said anything, not
even the government. I don’t believe
other countries are like that.” The
prosecutors’ office dealing with the
case said the sequestration order
was lifted on June 24 and there was
no legal impediment preventing a
return to normal operations,
although its investigation continues.
No date has been set for a full re-
opening and the smell of burnt plas-

tics lingers in the departures halls.

Mafia Mess
A much larger investigation has

engulfed Rome city hall, housed in a
Renaissance palace designed by
Michelangelo and gazes out across
the ruins of  the ancient Roman
forum. The “Mafia Capital” probe,
which hit  the headlines last
December following a first wave of
arrests, has rattled Italy, suggesting
that organised crime was flourishing
far beyond its traditional southern
bastions. Buried under Ä14 billion
($15.5 billion) of debt, Rome was
saved from bankruptcy last year by
emergency state funds.  The mafia
scandal  has helped explain the
financial mess, with wiretap tran-
scripts suggesting mobsters had
siphoned off millions of euros from a
string of lucrative contracts, covering
everything from recycling paper to
sheltering immigrants.

Italy is struggling to shake off its
worst post-World War Two slump, a
three -year s l ide that has driven
unemployment up to 1970s levels.
While the real economy plunged, the
illegal one, such as that unmasked in
Rome, has spread and thrived. Much
of the alleged corruption dates back
to the time of the previous mayor,
Gianni Alemanno, a former right-
wing minister who is under investi-
gation. He denies any wrong-doing.
However, magistrates say the mob-
sters’ tentacles have also delved into
the current administration, run by
Ignazio Marino, a liver transplant sur-
geon and an ally of centre-left Italian
Prime Minister Matteo Renzi.

While Marino is not implicated, a
number of his staff have come under
scrutiny, leading to a stream of resig-
nations. A city source says an official
review has recommended that
around 30 major public contracts be
annulled and re-offered for tender.
In a letter  to Corriere del la Sera
newspaper, published on Monday,
mayor Marino conceded that much
of Rome’s public administration was
“substantially rotten”. But, in the
same way that Renzi was trying to
change I taly with a batter y of
reforms, so he was looking to shake
up sclerotic Rome, he said. “There is
strenuous resistance to any type of
change (here) ... but I will never give
up,” he wrote.

With grass running wild by the
kerbsides and graffiti spreading like
garish vines along buildings, Marino
this  month put together a 500-
strong taskforce of employees and

volunteers to help clean up Rome’s
neglected green spaces. “Rome is
falling apart at the seams,” the city’s
main newspaper,  I l  Messaggero,
lamented on its frontpage last week.
On an inside page it reported a rat
infestation in the centre. A 2013
European Commission survey placed
Rome last out of 28 EU capitals in the
rankings for the efficiency of city
services.  Despite its fine cuisine and
sunny climate, Rome came second to
last for quality-of-life satisfaction.
Athens was bottom. Rome also came
last when it came to satisfaction with
public  transpor t .  This  summer ’s
chaos will not have improved senti-
ment.

Rubbish and Pickpockets
Metro dr ivers  have staged a

series of go-slows to protest at a
new norm requiring them to clock
into work. The mayor says this is
needed to boost productivity, argu-
ing that while drivers in Milan work
1,200 hours a year, in Rome they put
in 730 hours. The dispute has led to
delays of up to 25 minutes between
trains, leaving stranded passengers
sweltering in the hottest July for
more than a decade and fuelling
anger on Internet protest sites like
‘Rome Sucks’ (Roma Fa Schifo).

Rome is the most popular tourist
destination in the country, attract-
ing some 10.61 million foreign visi-
tors in 2014. This was down from
more than 11 million the year before
and locals  say the poor state of
infrastructure is  hur ting. “All  my
clients say Rome is beautiful, but all
of  them, without fa i l ,  complain
about the services,” said Marcello
Lazazzera, who owns a small bed
and breakfast, Domus Cornelia. “The
metros never arrive on time, the sta-
tions are full  of pickpockets, the
streets are full of rubbish. Instead of
getting better, the situation is get-
ting worse.”

It could get worse still in 2016,
when 25  mi l l ion  p i lgr ims  are
expected to flow into the Eternal
City in response to Pope Francis’s
call for an extraordinary Holy Year -
one of the Roman Catholic Church’s
most important events. The mayor’s
office has yet to layout its strategy
for coping with the influx, or ear-
mark any funds to cover the cost.
“The prayers of the pope will not be
enough. Here we need a miracle
from the lord above for Rome to
emerge in  good shape,” sa id
Chamber  of  Commerce  chief,
Cremonesi — Reuters 

Its glory faded, decaying
Rome ‘needs miracle’

QALANDIA: Members of the Palestinian Kasba family sit under portraits of
Samer (left) and Yasser, who were respectively killed by Israeli security
forces in 2002 and 2001, at their home in this refugee camp near the West
Bank city of Ramallah on July 13, 2015. — AFP 

ADEN: Fighters against Houthis gather in front of the airport in this port city
yesterday. —AP 

QALANDIA REFUGEE CAMP: For more than a decade,
the Kasba family has displayed a banner depicting
brothers Samer and Yasser, shot dead by Israeli troops
during the second Palestinian intifada aged 15 and 11.
Ten days ago, Fatima and Sami Kasba added the pic-
ture of a new “martyr” - 17-year-old Mohammed, their
third son to die by Israeli army gunfire. The incident
that led to his death has sparked controversy in Israel
and anger among Palestinians, with video footage
made public challenging the army’s initial version of
events.

An officer shot Kasba dead on July 3 after he threw
stones at an army vehicle close to the Qalandia check-
point in the occupied West Bank, on the third Friday of
the Muslim holy month of Ramadan. The army, which
has opened an investigation, said after the shooting
that Kasba posed an “imminent danger” to soldiers.
The Israeli NGO that released the video says an officer
shot him after he ran away from troops and left him to
die without medical treatment. There are conflicting
accounts, but for the family the result is still the same -
a third dead son. 

“Every day there is a martyr, not just in our family,
but for all Palestinian families,” Sami Kasba said.
“Someone is hurt, someone is killed, someone is arrest-
ed. This is what happens, that’s the occupation,” he told
AFP, recalling the moment he found out his son had
been shot. “The doctor called me and told me: ‘Your
son has been killed’.”

‘Why Did They Kill Him?’ 
Mohammed’s brothers died when he was just a tod-

dler. Yasser was killed by army gunfire in 2001, a year
after the second intifada (uprising) broke out, during
fierce clashes at Qalandia checkpoint. He was only 11.
Samer, 15, died a year later from a bullet fired by a sol-
dier in Ramallah near the Palestinian presidential com-
pound. “When his brother (Yasser) died, he
(Mohammed) was only three-and-a-half years old,” said
Fatima. “Even if Mohammed was really a terrorist like
they say, then why didn’t they arrest him or shoot him
in the legs? Why did they kill him?” The army said in a
statement that Kasba was “hurling rocks at close range
and, in response to the imminent danger, the forces
fired towards the suspect”. But Israeli rights group
B’Tselem challenged the military’s version, drawing on
CCTV footage, witness testimony and forensic evidence
to conclude that he was shot in the back at close range
after throwing a stone then running away from troops.

The CCTV footage apparently of the lead-up to the
shooting shows a person running towards a military
jeep and throwing a stone at its windscreen. The vehicle
stops, two men emerge and run out of frame in pursuit
of the stone thrower. Colonel Israel Shomer shot Kasba
twice in the back and once in the side of the face,
B’Tselem said, calling the killing “unjustified and unlaw-
ful”. It insisted that the military’s version of events was
flawed, notably the claim that he “posed a mortal threat
to the soldiers at the time of the shooting”.

‘An Execution’ 
“Military open-fire regulations permit shooting at

the legs of a suspect in order to facilitate his arrest. They
do not permit killing him by firing three shots at his
upper body,” B’Tselem said. Colonel Shomer quickly
received the support of senior Israeli army officials and
the approval of cabinet ministers, who said he acted
proportionally and in self-defence. But for Fatima
Kasba, her son’s killing was “an execution”. After the
B’Tselem report, the army refused to comment beyond
stating that the incident was being examined by mili-
tary police.

Army legal adviser Lieutenant Colonel Sarit Shemer
conceded to AFP that in the occupied Palestinian terri-
tories “there are mistakes”. “This is why the policy is that
every Palestinian who dies, there is an interrogation
(investigation) to check if there was a mistake,” she said,
but refused to comment on the specific case of Kasba.
Such investigations rarely result in soldiers who have
killed Palestinians being held accountable, B’Tselem
says. Clashes between soldiers and Palestinian youths
are a regular occurrence in the West Bank, with 14
Palestinians killed by the army so far in 2015 and more
than 960 injured, according to the United Nations.
There have also been several gun and knife attacks by
Palestinians on Israelis since the start of the Muslim fast-
ing month of Ramadan. Local activists say 52
Palestinians have been killed at Qalandia since the first
intifada began in 1987. — AFP 

Palestinian family mourns third son killed by Israel 
Teen ‘executed’ by Israeli colonel



NAIROBI: Kenya’s government is undermining
press freedom amid what a media rights group
said yesterday is a “deteriorating climate” in the
country. The report by the Committee to
Protect Journalists (CPJ) paints a grim picture of
a media industry under siege with journalists
“vulnerable to legal harassment, threats, or
attack, while news outlets are manipulated by
advertisers or politician-owners”. Compared to
neighbouring Somalia, where more than 40
journalists have been killed since 2009, or
Ethiopia, where journalists and bloggers are
regularly jailed on terrorism charges, Kenya’s
assault on the press is more subtle but still wor-
rying. The CPJ and the Media Council of Kenya,
a regulatory body, said there were 19 threats
against journalists in the first five months of this
year, or “almost one a week”. One journalist has
been murdered this year, with the CPJ saying
the April killing of John Kituyi, editor and pub-
lisher of the small Mirror Weekly newspaper in
Eldoret, was “directly related” to his work as a
journalist. “The deteriorating climate for press
freedom comes at a crucial time for continued
development of Kenya’s democracy and econo-
my,” the CPJ warned.

Despite passing a new, liberal constitution
in 2010, Kenya’s government has since intro-
duced “a series of laws that undermine self-reg-
ulation and allow for harsh fines and jail terms
for journalists”. The laws were drafted after

President Uhuru Kenyatta was elected in 2013.
At the time both he and his running mate,
William Ruto, were indicted by the International
Criminal Court (ICC) for crimes against humani-
ty, one of a list of “sensitive topics” identified by
the CPJ. The case against Kenyatta has since col-
lapsed, while Ruto’s trial continues. “This is one
of the most hostile regimes we have seen to
press freedom,” David Ohito, an editor at Kenya’s
Standard Goup media company, told CPJ.

New Laws, New Pressure 
Ohito said the situation, “is worse than in the

single-party era” of the 1980s and 1990s, a
notoriously difficult time for journalists.
Investigative reporter John-Allan Namu, who
works for KTN television, told AFP the pressure
is “subtle... but you can feel it” and warned of an
increase in “social media mob justice”. Political
cartoonist Patrick Gathara, whose satirical
sketches appear in the Daily Nation newspaper
and elsewhere, said, “there is intimidation but
the vast majority is simply buying off the press.”
Gathara told AFP he had refused cash for draw-
ings on two occasions and has had some others
rejected by editors but, he said, he simply post-
ed the cartoons himself on social media.
Investigative newspaper journalist Daniel
Wesangula at The Standard agreed corruption
was a problem, both to report on and in deter-
mining what gets published. — AFP 

Kenya Journalists threatened
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LONDON: With fraud rife in conflict and disas-
ter zones, aid charities are under pressure to
be open about corruption but one third of the
world’s 25 biggest aid charities declined to
make their fraud data public in a Thomson
Reuters Foundation investigation. Data collect-
ed from 12 of the 25 humanitarian non-gov-
ernmental organisations (NGOs) with the
greatest expenditure shows annual losses of
$2.7 million - or just 0.03 pct of annual
turnover based on data supplied for the years
2009-2014. Transparency experts said the real
figure would likely be far higher if data was
available with these major aid relief groups
estimated to spend $18 billion a year globally.

Eight of the biggest NGOs questioned in a
pioneering survey on accountability in charita-
ble aid declined to elaborate, saying they
reported their losses to regulators. Five of the
biggest NGOs said they had not experienced
any diversions of funds during this period.
“Most NGOs in many cases will not report
fraud as fraud because they will have a long
paper trail coming after them,” said trans-

parency and development researcher, Till
Bruckner, author of the book “Aid Without
Accountability”. “Accounting demands in the
field are unrealistic and come on top of the
pressures associated with helping people,
meaning NGO staff will at times produce ficti-
tious paperwork, providing an illusion of
accountability.”

Other experts believe that recent disaster
responses and allegations of corruption have
compelled aid groups reliant on public dona-
tions to own up to financial losses in the field.
The 2010 Haiti earthquake - which saw Haitians
accuse local authorities of deliberately holding
up aid distributions - forced a rethink in the
NGO sector, says Craig Fagan, head of policy at
global anti-corruption watchdog Transparency
International. “I would say in the last five years
there has been a turning of the tide,” Fagan told
the Thomson Reuters Foundation. “[There has
been] a realisation, at least at a global level, that
this is part of their licence to operate, that chari-
ties need to be accountable in a 360-degree
way with people they are working with and

those funding them.”
Mercy Corps said it had been defrauded in

its Afghanistan program in 2011, when a staff
member absconded with funds worth
$257,670 after cashing a cheque he had
altered. A spokeswoman said the loss, which
was recovered through the charity’s insurance
policy, accounted for 0.09 percent of that
year’s total revenue and that Mercy Corps
altered its banking relationship to prevent the
problem recurring. World Vision International,
the largest humanitarian NGO in the world in
expenditure terms, said $1 million (0.01 per-
cent) of its resources went missing between
2009 and 2013.

A spokesman for the charity said this was
largely down to two significant incidents, both
in World Vision’s Zambia office. The first,
amounting to $262,000, resulted from collu-
sion between staff and outside vendors and
bankers, while the second, amounting to
$306,000, was related to internal staff fraud in
procurement transactions. The charity said the
perpetrators were found guilty and were

jailed, senior staff in Zambia were replaced
and 50 percent of the missing funds were
recovered.

Reporting Fraud Seen as Onerous
“World Vision strengthened ... electronic

banking controls, and approval mechanisms.
We also established new internal audit proce-
dures to improve the detection of fraud, theft,
and collusion,” said Rudo Kwaramba, World
Vision’s regional leader who oversees the
organisation’s work in several African nations.
Care International, Oxfam GB, Plan
International, Norwegian Refugee Council,
ActionAid, Handicap International, Concern
Worldwide, MÈdecins sans Frontieres (MSF),
the American Jewish Joint Distribution
Committee and the Danish Refugee Council all
reported losses of between 0.002 and 0.06
percent of their own annual revenue.

The Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC)
revealed 14 cases of financial irregularities in
nine countries, including Liberia, Afghanistan
and Pakistan. Its biggest financial loss was in

Colombia, where $50,000 worth of building
materials did not reach the intended benefici-
aries. “A staff member admitted to having mis-
appropriated the funds and was dismissed,” an
NRC spokesman explained.

Those defrauded said the problem was
not simply one of theft. “Corruption includes
cases where the organisation faces theft,
bribery, embezzlement, nepotism, facilitation
payments, deception, extortion, abuse of
power,” said a spokesman for the medical
relief charity MSF. The MSF spokesman said in
a separate incident, $790,000 of material
goods were looted or stolen from its premises
in the Central African Republic in 2014. Other
organisations opted not to disclose detailed
fraud information, which alarmed some ana-
lysts in an environment in which corruption is
known to be widespread. “There needs to be
more pressure on NGOs to ensure they pro-
vide clear figures which are timely, reliable,
useful and comparable,” said Robert
Bourgoing, founder of AidInfoPlus.org, an aid
transparency website.— Reuters 

Aid charities reluctant to reveal full scale of fraud

MEXICO CITY: Mexican drug lord Joaquin “El Chapo”
Guzman paced nervously in his cell before bending down
behind his shower’s short wall and vanishing, according to
newly released security footage of his daring jailbreak.
While the video released late Tuesday shows Guzman
walking back and forth three times before crouching into
the shower with his prison garb on, National Security
Commissioner Monte Alejandro Rubido said it was normal
behavior for prison inmates.

The small hole on the shower floor that Guzman
slipped into late Saturday is not seen in the close-circuit
camera, which is monitored 24 hours a day. It also does
not show the moment he takes off a monitoring bracelet.
A surveillance camera was on the top corner of a wall out-
side the cell and another inside pointing toward the
shower, but authorities said they had two blind spots to
protect the inmate’s privacy. Rubido said Guzman was last
seen at 8:52 pm, without indicating how long it took for
prison guards to sound the alarm. Guzman’s second
escape from a maximum-security prison in 14 years is a
huge embarrassment to President Enrique Pena Nieto’s
administration, which had celebrated the capture of the
world’s most wanted drug baron just 17 months ago.

‘Natural Behavior’ 
While a massive manhunt for Guzman entered its third

full day, prosecutors formally detained 22 officials from
the Altiplano prison outside Mexico City amid suspicions
of an inside job. Twelve others held since Sunday were

released. The two-minute video shows the diminutive
Guzman - his nickname means “Shorty” - apparently uri-
nating before walking toward his small bed. He goes back
toward the shower, returns to the bed, and back to the
bathroom, bending down behind the wall.

Guzman then sits on his bed and changes footwear
before heading back to the shower for the last time and
bending down. A towel on the dividing wall falls behind it.
“It’s a natural behavior for prisoners in a confined space for
a prolonged time,” Rubido told a news conference. The
government also showed a video of the 1.5-km escape
tunnel, which had a motorcycle rigged on a special rail
system with two metal carts in front of it. Guzman exited
at the other end of the tunnel, going up a ladder into a
building on a property surrounded by fields.

The moment guards noticed that Guzman was gone,
they issued a red alert via radio and the prison was placed
on lockdown, Rubido said. But prosecutors are investigat-
ing whether protocols were properly followed, he said.
Some 700 federal forces were deployed to the nearby
highway, flights were suspended at the nearby Toluca air-
port and alerts were issued to other airports. Interior
Minister Miguel Angel Osorio Chong said that Guzman
“must have” had help from prison officials in his brazen
escape.

Authorities have 96 hours to either charge or release
the 22 prison officials who were placed in custody on
Tuesday. Authorities declined to say whether the prison’s
director, who was fired on Monday, was among those

released or kept in custody.

$3.8 Million Bounty 
The government also released images of Guzman’s cell

after his escape, showing the rectangular hole on the floor
of his shower, which is covered with humidity stains.
Guzman had to squeeze in next to a pipe to make his way
down. At the other end, a tall ladder leads up to an ante-
room with a large, blue generator to power the lights
inside the tunnel. Prosecutors have questioned the owner
of the property to figure out who had bought or rented it.
Two of Guzman’s attorneys have also been interrogated.

The escape marks the second time since 2001 that
Guzman managed to flee a maximum-security prison. The
government has offered a $3.8 million reward for
Guzman’s capture, double the amount it usually offers for
the country’s most wanted criminals. Osorio Chong met
with US Ambassador Anthony Wayne, agreeing “to
strengthen the coordination and collaboration that exists
between the two countries with the goal of recapturing
Joaquin Guzman,” the interior ministry said.

US prosecutors had expressed interest in getting his
extradition after his Feb 2014 arrest, but the Mexican
authorities indicated that they wanted to try him first.
Amid mounting outrage at the escape, Mexican lawmak-
ers asked Osorio Chong and other top security officials to
testify before Congress on Thursday. The legislature’s secu-
rity committee said the escape “affects the national securi-
ty strategy of the state.” — AFP 

Video shows Guzman’s 

daring shower escape
Prosecutors formally detain 22 prison officials 

ALMOLOYA, Mexico: A motorcycle adapted to a rail is seen under the half-built house on Tuesday where drug lord Joaquin ‘El
Chapo’ Guzman made his escape through a tunnel from the Altiplano maximum security prison. — AP 

KIEV, Ukraine: Ukraine lost eight soldiers yes-
terday in a dramatic spike in fighting with pro-
Russian gunmen that further imperilled a truce
Washington’s top European envoy is desperate-
ly trying to salvage in Kiev. Separatist rebels also
reported the death of two fighters and a civilian
in shelling across the eastern industrial heart-
land of the former Soviet nation that took a
decisive tilt toward the West more than a year
ago.

The resulting crisis has created waves of
concern across Europe and sparked the sternest
confrontation between Moscow and the West
since the Cold War. The Kremlin denies backing
the militias in order to exact revenge for the Feb
2014 ouster of a Moscow-backed president that
was soon followed by Russia’s seizure of Crimea
and the onset of one of Europe’s worst conflicts
in decades.

Kiev’s Security Council said early yesterday
that the previous 24 hours had witnessed “some
of the most intense bombardments of
Ukrainian territory since the signing of the
Minsk (truce) agreement” in February. It said 16
servicemen had also been wounded but failed
to specify where the most deadly exchanges of
heavy weapons fire were being waged. “The lat-
est events are proof of yet another attempt by
Russia and its puppet to wreck the Minsk agree-
ment and restart active military hostilities,” the
Ukrainian Security Council said. The insurgents
said on their main website that the number of
Ukrainian attacks had more than doubled to 85
from the 35 recorded Tuesday.

Fear of ‘Full-Scale War’ 
The United Nations believes that more than

6,500 people have died and nearly 1.5 million
been left homeless by a crisis that Ukrainian
President Petro Poroshenko had vowed to resolve
within days of being elected in May 2014. But the
Western-backed leader has instead seen the
insurgents cement control over their holdings
across the Russian-border regions of Lugansk and
Donetsk. Kiev and Washington accuse Russia of
plotting periodic ground offensives that it backs
up with  tanks and rocket launchers as well as
highly-trained military personnel.

Western reporters have also witnessed
unmarked armoured vehicles crossing from
Russia into the southeastern Ukrainian conflict
zone. But Moscow brushes off such charges as
fabrications designed to discredit Russian
President Vladimir Putin and distract from alleged
Western meddling Ukraine. Putin himself calls
Russians fighting in Ukraine patriotic volunteers
and off-duty soldiers who are following “the call
of their heart”. Yet the veteran Russian leader and
Poroshenko reluctantly put their names on a
February truce deal that was personally promot-
ed by Germany Chancellor Angela Merkel and
French President Francoise Hollande. Both
European leaders are close Kiev allies who
nonetheless value keeping lines of communica-
tion with Moscow open. Merkel and Hollande
argue the truce can be saved by Ukraine’s adop-
tion of a constitutional amendment that spells
out the eastern guerrilla’s right to control their
regions for an interim period of three years.—AFP 

Eleven killed in heaviest 

Ukraine clashes in weeks

US desperately tries to salvage truce

BUJUMBURA: Burundi’s rival political factions met for
crisis talks yesterday mediated by Ugandan President
Yoweri Museveni, a last-ditch effort following months
of violence ahead of polls next week. Burundian
President Pierre Nkurunziza’s bid to stand for a third
consecutive five-year term in an election next Tuesday,
despite a constitutional two-term limit, has sparked
months of turmoil and an attempted coup in mid-May.

Previous United Nations-mediated efforts all col-
lapsed, but Museveni arrived Tuesday for the latest bid
to push stalled talks between Nkurunziza’s ruling
CNDD-FDD party and opposition groups. “I urge the
people of Burundi to forget their past sectarian politi-
cal differences and build their country on unity,” said
Museveni, who was appointed mediator last week by
the five-nation East African Community (EAC).

Around a 100 people have been killed in more than
two months of protests, with over 158,000 refugees
fleeing to neighbouring countries, according to the
UN. Gunfire and grenade explosions were heard
overnight Tuesday in the capital, as has been common
in recent weeks. The veteran Ugandan leader, who first
flew to Rwanda for meetings before entering Burundi
escorted by Ugandan armoured vehicles on Tuesday,

has said he is working to “establish a dialogue among
warring political factions.” But with the presidential
election now taking place on Tuesday, Museveni has
been left with only a few days to succeed, and little
sign the rivals will soften positions to find agreement.

‘Beginning of Something Much Worse’ 
Polls, originally due yesterday, were pushed back by

six days amid intense international pressure. But a
group of 17 aid agencies and rights groups warned
yesterday that was “an insufficient gesture that ignores
the risk that elections could spark major violence”.
Opposition groups say another term would violate a
peace deal that paved the way to end a dozen years of
civil war in 2006. There are fears the current crisis could
plunge the impoverished, landlocked country back
into civil war. “Scores have already been killed, but this
could be just the beginning of something much
worse,” said Ndung’u Wainaina, from the Kenya-based
International Center for Policy and Conflict, a member
of the coalition demanding further delays. “In the cur-
rent context of tensions and credible threats of further
violence, holding elections next week could push
Burundi into a much deeper crisis,” Wainaina added.

Both sides have made clear that their positions will
not change. Opposition groups said they would reject
proposals for a government of national unity. “A gov-
ernment of national unity cannot be based on legisla-
tive elections we have opposed,” senior opposition
leader Charles Nditije said. “Whatever happens, we will
continue our fight against the third term of
Nkurunziza,” opposition leader Leonce Ngendakumana
told AFP.

Parliamentary polls, in which Nkurunziza’s ruling
CNDD-FDD scored a widely-expected landslide win,
were held on May 29 but boycotted by the opposition
and internationally condemned. Troops clashed with
suspected rebel fighters over the weekend in northern
regions bordering Rwanda. Burundian rebel general
Leonard Ngendakumana - who took part in the failed
coup in May to topple Nkurunziza - has confirmed that
soldiers loyal to the coup plot were involved in the
fighting. Opposition and rights groups argue that
weeks of protests and a violent crackdown by security
forces mean free and fair elections are impossible.
Museveni, who has led Uganda since 1986 and is one
of Africa’s longest-serving rulers, is himself seeking re-
election in polls next year. — AFP 

Trump: ‘I’m really rich’
WASHINGTON: As other presidential candidates
fight to raise money, Donald Trump is reminding
everyone he’s already got a lot of it. The celebrity
businessman’s campaign was expected to reveal
details yesterday of his fortune, which he estimat-
ed last month at nearly $9 billion when announc-
ing his Republican presidential candidacy. If accu-
rate, that number would make Trump the wealthi-
est person to ever run for president, far surpassing
previous magnates like Ross Perot, business heirs
like Steve Forbes or private-equity investors like
Mitt Romney, the 2012 GOP nominee.

“I have a Gucci store worth more than
Romney,” Trump told the Des Moines Register last
month, referring to the fashion company’s flag-
ship store in New York’s Trump Tower. On an
appearance on MSNBC’s “Morning Joe” yesterday,
Trump said the personal financial disclosure forms
were to be filed yesterday or today. “The numbers
will be far in excess of what anybody thought,” he
said. “I built a great company.”

How much the personal financial disclosure
form will reveal is uncertain. Personal financial dis-
closures generally require candidates to list the
value of their assets within broad ranges, with
“above $5 million” as the top bucket. Many of
Trump’s holdings, such as Trump Park Avenue in
New York, or the hundreds of millions he says he
holds in cash, would far exceed that upper limit.

Even if Trump were to include a detailed sum-
mary of his assets and debts, skepticism about his
net worth will likely remain. Trump, for example,

valued his personal brand and marketing deals at
$3.3 billion when he announced his candidacy.
Forbes Magazine, however, valued his brand at
just $125 million. And that was before Trump’s
comments about Mexican immigrants cost him
business partnerships with companies such as
Macy’s and Univision. Trump in the past has taken
umbrage at suggestions he might not be as fan-
tastically wealthy as he says. In 2009, he sued
author Timothy O’Brien for defamation after
O’Brien wrote that Trump’s net worth might be as
low as $150 million. Trump lost the suit and a sub-
sequent appeal. In a deposition, the panel of
appellate judges noted, Trump conceded that his
public disclosures of his wealth depended partly
on his mood. “Even my own feelings affect my val-
ue to myself,” Trump said. —AP 
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NEW DELHI: For the last two years
Ramjanam Mauriya has made countless
journeys to Azamgarh magistrate’s office in
northern India, laden with stacks of docu-
ments to prove he is not a ghost. “It’s frus-
trating. I am alive, yet they say I am dead,”
Mauriya told AFP. The 65-year-old is one of
hundreds of people from the giant state of
Uttar Pradesh who have been classified as
deceased in official records as part of a plot
by unscrupulous relatives to grab their land.  

Mauriya alleges it was his brother who
bribed officials to have him declared dead
in order to gain a greater share of ancestral
property. Others have been fallen victim to
similar scams by cousins, nephews or even
their own sons who bribe local officials to
falsify or destroy paperwork. Nearly all the
cases have been recorded in Uttar Pradesh,
India’s most populous state, which also has
a reputation for being one of the most cor-
rupt and crime-ridden parts of the country.

Azamgarh district, around 300 km east
of the state capital Lucknow, has been at
the centre of a host of cases over the
decades which have multiplied as the
scramble for land has intensified. It’s nearly
40 years since Lal Bihari discovered his
three-acre plot in Azamgarh had passed
into the hands of one of his cousins who
had connived with a corrupt local bureau-
crat to have him declared dead.

‘You Doubt Your Existence’ 
After he finally managed to persuade

the courts he was the victim of fraud,
Bihari formed the “Mritak Singh” organisa-
tion (association of the dead) to help
those who find themselves trapped in a
similar nightmare. “I went crazy running
from one office to another for months,”
said Bihari. “You even sometimes start
doubting your own existence. Your enemy
doesn’t get his hands dirty by murdering
you but you are as good as dead.” 

Bihari, who even stood against two
prime ministers in general elections as
part of his campaign, says his organisa-
tion is currently helping in around 200
cases nationwide. Authorities insist they
have put an end to such scams and some
people are making bogus allegations.
Azamgarh district magistrate L Y Suhas
said most records have now been com-
puterised, making it impossible to fabri-
cate personal details. “Some people just
want to get publicity,” he told AFP.

But the nature of the scams means it
can take years before a case flares up, as
in the case of Mauriya, who only discov-
ered he had been declared dead when he
tried to pass some land onto his son.
Mauriya inherited a 1,500-sq m plot when
his own father died in 1993 but he left
the land in what he thought was his

brother’s safe keeping when he moved to
his in-laws’ village a few years later. Then
when he tried to transfer the plot to his
son in 2013, officials told him he was

classed as dead and his brother was the
sole owner. “It was a shock, even more so
when I came to know about my brother’s
role,” he said.

‘Never Even Born’ 
Jagdish Prasad Gupta, 52, is having to

battle to prove that he has ever existed. “The
records say I was never born because my
father died as a child,” Gupta, who runs a
sweet shop, told AFP. The revenue office
ruled back in 1997 that he did not exist as it
turned a plot of land he inherited in another
Uttar Pradesh district over to a female rela-
tive whom he suspects bribed officials. While
that decision was later overturned in 2002,
he was again declared as “non-existent” the
following year. Gupta says he is not that
bothered about the land but wants to put
the record straight so his own children don’t
run into bureaucratic problems. “My children
and my existence is directly linked to my
father’s existence. I am not fighting for
myself but for my future generations,” Gupta
told AFP.  

Mohammad Arshad, a sociologist at Uttar
Pradesh’s Institute of Social Sciences, says a
craving for land is the main factor behind the
scams. The rapid urbanisation of India, cou-
pled with the growth in population which
now stands at around 1.25 billion, means
some people are so desperate to get hold of
land they will betray their own flesh and
blood. “With land, you can attract business
partners and make matrimonial alliances for
yourself and your children,” said Arshad.
“Land makes the difference here.” — AFP 

India’s ‘living dead’ fight for resurrection

TOKYO: There were chaotic scenes
inside Japan’s normally orderly parlia-
ment yesterday as opposition lawmakers
thronged a committee room in an
unsuccessful bid to block Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe’s controversial security bills.
Dozens of politicians held signs protest-
ing against what they said was the
“forced” passage of legislation that will
bolster the role of Japan’s military, in a
way they say is anathema to the coun-
try’s pacifist constitution. The floor of the
committee room filled moments after
chairman Yasukazu Hamada, a member
of Abe’s conservative Liberal Democratic
Party (LDP), called a vote. 

Lawmakers chanted “nay, nay, nay”
and held posters saying “No to Abe poli-
tics”, and “No to a forced decision”, as their

LDP colleagues pressed on with the vote,
which they won comfortably. “This will
drastically change our defence policies.
It’s also likely they are unconstitutional,”
said Katsuya Okada, head of main oppo-
sition Democratic Party of Japan (DPJ). “I
strongly protest that these bills were
forced through the committee,” he said.

The bills, which are expected to go
to a vote of the powerful - and LDP-
dominated - lower chamber today, are
something of a pet project for Abe,
despite widespread public disquiet
over what many Japanese say is an
affront to 70 years of pacifism.
Hundreds of people protested outside
parliament yesterday, with numbers
expected to swell throughout the
evening. On Tuesday, around 20,000

people rallied against the changes. 
Abe, a robust nationalist, has

pushed for what he calls a normalisa-
tion of Japan’s military posture. He has
sought to loosen restrictions that have
bound the so-called Self-Defense
Forces to a narrowly defensive role for
decades. But unable to muster the pub-
lic support to amend the pacifist consti-
tution imposed by the United States
after World War II, Abe opted instead to
re-interpret it for the purpose of his
bills.

Political Cost 
Chief among the changes that the

legislation will enable is the option for
the military to go into battle to protect
allies - so called “collective defence” -

even if there is no direct threat to Japan
or its people, something successive
governments have ruled out. If, as
expected, the lower chamber passes
the bills today, they will go to the upper
house. Abe has been forced to extend
the parliamentary session months
beyond its normal finish in a bid to get
the legislation through both chambers.

But there are growing signs that his
determination to push the unpopular
bills is exacting a political cost. Abe’s
support rate has fallen to 39 percent,
lower than the 42 percent disapproval
rating, according to the latest poll by
the leading Asahi newspaper. The shift
in military policy is supported by just 26
percent of those polled, while 56 per-
cent expressed opposition.— AFP 

Chaos in Japan parliament as 
defence bill sparks uproar

Abe’s popularity declining

TOKYO: Yasukazu Hamada (center right), the chairman of the lower house special
committee on security legislation, yells out to continue his committee proceedings
against a group of opposition lawmakers at the parliament yesterday. (Inset)
Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe raises his hand to answer a question from an
opposition lawmaker. — AP/AFP 

BEIJING: A group of 20 travelers from Britain,
South Africa and India were detained in northern
China, a relative said yesterday. A South African aid
group said some of them are accused of watching
videos deemed to be terrorist propaganda. The
Foreign Ministry said 20 foreign nationals were sus-
pected of committing crimes in Ordos in China’s
Inner Mongolia region. It said nine were criminally
detained on Saturday, which means they can be
held for up to 37 days by police while investiga-
tions continue, and 11 were ordered deported.

The British embassy in Beijing confirmed that
nine Britons and two dual British-South African
nationals had been detained, and said six of them
had been deported. It said it was “seeking further
clarification” from authorities about those still
being held. The group was initially detained Friday
at the airport in Ordos and was being held without
charge, said Shameel Joosub, a relative of three of
the detained people and CEO of South African
telecommunications company Vodacom. “My fami-
ly and I are deeply concerned for the safety and
well-being of my brother, aunt and uncle,” Joosub
said in a statement emailed to AP.

Imtiaz Sooliman, a South African disaster
response specialist, said in a statement on the
Facebook page of his agency, Gift of the Givers,
that the detainees were part of a group of 20 peo-

ple - 10 South Africans, nine Britons and one Indian
- who were on a 47-day tour of ancient Chinese
sites. Sooliman said nine members of the group
were accused of watching terror propaganda in
their hotel rooms and that they would continue to
be detained. Sooliman said in a phone interview
that a relative of some of the detained had contact-
ed him to look into the case and that he was in
close contact with South African authorities. He
said the group had been heading from Ordos to
the central Chinese city of Xi’an when they were
detained at the airport.

The news of the detentions came as South
African Vice President Cyril Ramaphosa was in
Beijing on a trip to China that lasts until Friday.
He met with Chinese Premier Li Keqiang on
Tuesday. The African News Agency quoted
International Relations Minister Maite Nkoana-
Mashabane as saying in Pretoria that Ramaphosa
would use the rest of his visit to press for the
release of the remaining South Africans. Asked to
confirm whether South Africans, Britons and an
Indian citizen had been detained Friday at Ordos
airport, a press officer at the Ordos police bureau
said the case was under investigation and
refused to give details. The Indian Embassy in
Beijing did not immediately respond to a request
for comment. — AP 

China detains 20 foreigners 
from S Africa, Britain, India

AZAMGARH, India: In this photograph taken on June 22, 2015, Indian
farmer Ram Janam Mauriya (right), who is struggling to prove to author-
ities that he is still alive after being declared dead by his younger broth-
er, speaks with activist Lal Bihari Mritak. — AFP 
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KABUL: Taleban leader Mullah Omar
yesterday hailed as “legitimate” peace
talks aimed at ending Afghanistan’s 13-
year war, in his first comments on the
nascent dialogue, easing concerns that
it lacked the leadership’s backing.
Afghan officials sat down with Taleban
cadres last week in Murree, a tourist
town in the hills north of Islamabad,
Pakistan, for their first face-to-face talks
aimed at ending the bloody insurgency.

They agreed to meet again in the
coming weeks, drawing international
praise, but many militant commanders
openly questioned the legitimacy of
the Taleban negotiators, exposing dan-
gerous faultlines within the movement.
But in his annual message before Eid-ul-
Fitr, the festival marking the end of the
fasting month of Ramadan, the reclu-
sive leader backed negotiations -
though he did not refer specifically to
last week’s meeting.

“If we look into our religious regula-
tions, we can find that meetings and
even peaceful interactions with the
enemies is not prohibited,” he said in a
statement on the Taleban’s website.
“Concurrently with armed jihad, politi-
cal endeavours and peaceful pathways
for achieving these sacred goals is a

legitimate Islamic principle.” Several
informal meetings have been held in
recent months between Taliban repre-
sentatives and Afghan officials and
activists - including in Qatar, China and
Norway - but last week’s meeting is
seen as a significant step forward.
Afghan officials have not said when and
where the next round of negotiations
will take place, but they are widely
expected to be conducted after Eid.

Fears of IS Emergence 
Yesterday’s statement marks the first

clear indication of support for the
process from Mullah Omar, about
whom rumours of ill-health and even
death regularly emerge. In the absence
of a clear lead from the top, some fight-
ers have fallen back on the Taleban’s tra-
ditional position, that there can be no
meaningful talks until all foreign forces
leave Afghan soil. NATO ended its com-
bat mission in Afghanistan at the end of
December, but a smaller residual force
remains in the country to train Afghan
forces, due to leave altogether by the
end of 2016.

But yesterday’s statement is “differ-
ent from previous Taliban statements”,
said Kabul-based political analyst

Ahmad Saeedi. “In addition to war, the
Taleban leader talks about peace and
negotiations,” Saeedi told AFP. “There is
no doubt a gradual change is develop-
ing in the Taleban’s attitude. It is now for
the Afghan government to use this
golden opportunity and engage them
smartly.” But despite the willingness to
engage in peace talks there has been
no letup in militant attacks on foreign
and government targets, leaving
Afghan forces stretched on multiple

fronts and inflicting a heavy blow on
civilians. On Sunday 33 people were
killed in a suicide attack at a military
base in the eastern province of Khost
and on Monday 25 civilians were
wounded in a bombing inside a
mosque in northern Baghlan province.

Talks are also dependent on another
contributing factor - the emergence of
a local branch of the Islamic State, the
Middle Eastern jihadist outfit that last
year declared a “caliphate” across large
areas of Iraq and Syria that it controls.
The Taleban warned IS last month
against expanding in the region, but
this has not stopped some fighters,
inspired by the group’s success, defect-
ing to swear allegiance to IS chief Abu
Bakr Al-Baghdadi instead of the invisi-
ble Mullah Omar. US drone strikes over
the past week have killed dozens of sus-
pected IS-linked cadres in Afghanistan,
including the group’s Afghanistan-
Pakistan regional chief Hafiz Saeed. The
notoriously uncompromising IS has
shown no desire to negotiate - and if
the Taleban faultlines widen, there is a
danger the talks process could drive
more of its hardline fighters into the
arms of the Middle Eastern jihadist
group. — AFP 

Mullah Omar hails peace talks

JAMMU: An Indian Border Security Force soldier injured in exchange of fire on
the India Pakistan border is brought for treatment at the government medical
college hospital yesterday. — AP 

SRINAGAR/RAIPUR: Indian and Pakistani
troops exchanged fire in the disputed
Himalayan region of Kashmir yesterday, killing a
woman and wounding at least four other peo-
ple on the Indian-controlled side, officials said.
Pakistan’s army said it shot down an Indian
drone. D Parekh, a senior officer with India’s
Border Security Force, said Pakistani soldiers
first fired at a paramilitary soldier guarding a
border post in the Pargwal area. As troops tried
to evacuate the seriously injured soldier, they
came under heavy fire and retaliated, he said.

Pakistani troops also fired mortar shells, and
one woman was killed and three other civilians
injured when one of the shells exploded near a
border village, Parekh said, calling it “a blatant,
unprovoked cease-fire violation by Pakistan”.
Pakistan, however, accused India of resorting to
“unprovoked firing” in the incident, which took
place near the city of Sialkot. The Pakistan
Rangers, a border security paramilitary force,
said in a statement that border guards “befit-
tingly” responded to the Indian firing. Both
sides said the skirmishes were continuing as of
late yesterday afternoon.

Also yesterday, Pakistan’s military said it shot
down an Indian spy drone which intruded into
the Pakistan-held portion of Kashmir. In a state-
ment, the military said troops downed the
drone in the Bhimber sector. It said such drones
are used to take photographs. There was no
immediate comment from Indian officials about
the report. Indian and Pakistani troops often
exchange fire along the border with Kashmir,
with both sides routinely blaming the other for
initiating the violence. Last week, India said two
of its paramilitary soldiers were kil led by
Pakistani fire in separate incidents.

Yesterday’s incidents came days after the
prime ministers of the two countries met on the
sidelines of a summit in the Russian city of Ufa
in an effort to ease tensions. India and Pakistan

have fought two wars over their competing
claims to Kashmir, which is divided between
the two rivals. A 2003 ceasefire has largely held
despite small  but regular sk irmishes.
Separately, India’s Maoist rebels have killed four
policemen they abducted from a bus in the
restive central state of Chhattisgarh, a senior
officer said yesterday. The guerrillas stopped
the bus transporting the security personnel as
it was passing through a Maoist-dominated vil-
lage late Monday. “We have been informed that
the four abducted police personnel have been
killed by the Maoists. The bodies were thrown
on the roadside near a forested area,” police
superintendent K L Dhruv told AFP.  “Police par-
ties have been sent out to the jungles to hunt
for the culprits.”

The bodies were discovered close to the
area where they were abducted, raising doubts
about the search operations that police said
had been launched immediately after the
abductions. A police source told AFP three of
the four abducted men had been shot dead by
“sophisticated AK-47 guns” while one had his
throat slit. “The use of these guns suggests a
top Maoist commander may have been
involved in the abduction,” the source said.
Maoists often use abduction to secure the
release of jailed fellow fighters or to instil fear.
In May, the rebels abducted at least 250 vil-
lagers in the state’s Sukma district hours before
Prime Minister Narendra Modi was to tour the
region. The vil lagers were later released
unharmed. The rebels, who claim to be fighting
for the rights of poor tribal minorities and farm-
ers, have waged a decades-long battle across
central and eastern Indian states to overthrow
government authorities. India’s Maoist insur-
gency has claimed tens of thousands of lives,
and was described by former prime minister
Manmohan Singh as the country’s most serious
internal security threat. —Agencies 

Woman killed in India-Pak 
border skirmish in Kashmir

Maoists kill 4 police

Mullah Omar
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It is a good idea to review your life before and after
Ramadan to determine the impact of the honorable month
of Ramadan upon your life. Ask yourself if you have
observed fasting correctly or you were of those who gained
nothing of their fasting except thirst and hunger and noth-
ing from night prayers except wakefulness.

One of the indications that our fast was accepted by
Allah ie, was done correctly and was free from any viola-
tions, is to be guided for more righteous deeds after
Ramadan. One of the indications that our fast was rejected
by Allah is to  return back to bad practices after Ramadan
and benefit nothing from  our fasting. As Ibn Al-Qayyiam
said1: “Part of  the reward of  your good deed is to be guid-
ed for more good deeds. And part of the punishment of
your bad deed is to follow it with another bad deed.” You
can further ask yourself if you have truly succeeded in
improving the quality of your life style as a believer during
Ramadan.  The answer is definitely yes.
(1) If you come out of Ramadan with love in your heart
toward Allah and His messenger more than anything else in
the world. 
(2) If you  have become more accustomed and more com-
fortable with acts of worship than before Ramadan. 
(3) If fasting Ramadan helped you to develop a taste of dis-
like for bad deeds and make you long  for more good
deeds.  Allah says in Quran Surat Al-Hujurat (49-7): “It is,
Allah who endeared the faith to you and beautified it in
your hearts and He has made hateful to you disbelief, trans-
gression and disobedience. And such are those who are
rightly guided” 
(4) If you come out of Ramadan more consistent in words
and actions. Allah says in Quran Surat As-Saff (-): “O You who
believe why do you say that which you do not do ? It is the
most hateful in the sight of Allah to say that which you do
not do.” If you have really grown in righteousness during
Ramadan you should draw nearer to  the straight path of
Allah and farther away from the crooked way of ignorance
and disbelief; and nearer to the obedience of  Allah and far-
ther away from His disobedience than at the beginning of
the month. You can make every Ramadan a turning point in
your life so that you improves the quality of your life style as
a believer year after year. And thus you grow in righteous-
ness closer and closer to Allah till you meet with Him.

Be wise 
Be wise and maintain your spiritual gains of Ramadan.

Do not be foolish and lose the gains you have been work-

ing hard to earn in Ramadan. Do not destroy the shelter of
Taqwa that you have been building during  Ramadan.
Continue with those good practices you earned in
Ramadan all the   year round. Stick to those good practices
you acquired during Ramadan. However, set reasonable,
practical goals for your self so that you will be able to con-
tinue and will not stop after some time. A Hadeeth says :
“The best of good deeds in the sight Allah is that which
lasts even if  it is little.” Moreover do your best to replace
those bad habits with good habits so that Allah may grant
you success.

1. Perfect your prayers 
Offer your prayers in time, fulfilling all their requirements.
Getinto the habit of offering night prayer and other option-
al  prayers. 

2. Establish the habit 
For example, fasting every Monday  and Thursday every
week, three days in the middle of each month, and six days
of the month of Shawwal (to make up for any mistakes or
imperfection of fast of Ramadan).

3. Keep living with Quran
Recite some Quran on a daily basis. Not necessarily one
part. Put schedule to review the Quran you memorized on a
regular basis. Study Tafseer of Quran in order to be able to
apply Quran in your life. May Allah make Quran the comfort
of our eyes and the pleasure of our hearts.

4 Keep Growing in knowledge
Remember that the first revelation of Quran is :  “Read in the
name of your Lord”.  Allah taught us the Duaa’ : “O My Lord
let me grow in knowledge”. Fix some time for reading and
learning. Study a Surah of Quran. Memorize some verses,
supplications, and Hadeeth. Study a book; it is preferable to
do this in a group. Join a Halaqah (a group) for Islamic stud-
ies. Give lessons if your are qualified to.

5 Keep together 
Ramadan was a great occasion to renew good ties with  our
families and friends. Do your best not to severe these ties
after Ramadan. Always show kindness, mercy, and affection
toward all those around you. Show respect to their rights
and honor. Do not hesitate to offer your help to people
around you no matter how little it may be. Remember it is
the intentions that count. Any good, no matter how little it
is, is a great achievement if it is accompanied with intention

Continued from Page 1

And despite Khamenei’s public antipathy, it was he
who approved secret talks with the US in 2012 that
would eventually lead to the open diplomacy that
resulted in the nuclear deal. He has since said repeatedly
that Iran’s interests differ from America’s in the Middle
East, in particular over Tehran’s backing of Syrian
President Bashar Al-Assad. US support for the Saudi-led
Arab bombing campaign against Shiite Huthi rebels in
Yemen has further widened the regional policy divide.
But other Iranian officials, notably President Hassan
Rouhani, have said the nuclear deal can lead to wider
cooperation and the government has said there is no
bar to US firms investing in Iran.

Secret talks in 2012
In strife-torn Iraq, Ammar Al-Hakim, who leads the

Supreme Iraqi Islamic Council (SIIC), a powerful Shiite
militia, said a nuclear deal would result in “key effects in
all regional events”. And long before the Vienna accord,
the Islamic republic has proved itself to be pragmatic
when it comes to its national interests. It held joint dis-
cussions with Washington on the fight against the
Taliban in Afghanistan in autumn 2001. But any prospect
of significant cooperation was extinguished months lat-
er when then US president George W Bush dubbed Iran
part of an “axis of evil, arming to threaten the peace of

the world”. Somehow, olive branches have since
appeared.

In 2009, then US under secretary of state William
Burns met with his counterpart Saeed Jalili on the side-
lines of nuclear talks in Geneva, in a first such encounter
since 1979. And secret talks approved by Khamenei in
Oman in 2012 led to the official dialogue and final
nuclear deal with the P5+1 group of Britain. China,
France, Russia and the United States plus Germany.
“Relations with the US have changed and for the first
time since 1979 there is a different atmosphere,” a
reform-minded analyst in Tehran said, describing the
nuclear deal as “a game of dominoes.”  “It will create fur-
ther opportunities for cooperation, including in the fight
against IS in Iraq where US air strikes have complement-
ed Shiite militias on the ground,” he said on condition of
anonymity.

The United States has denied any “interaction” with
Iranian-backed militias in Iraq, while Tehran has often
said Washington’s effort is half-hearted and came too
late. But even when there appears to be scope for mutu-
al benefit, tensions resurface. As recently as last month
the US said it still considered Iran a “state sponsor of ter-
rorism”, citing Iran’s involvement in other regional coun-
tries. And Iran is considered along with Syria, Lebanon’s
Shiite party Hezbollah and the Palestinian Hamas move-
ment, as the “axis of resistance” against Israel, which
Tehran does not recognize.—  AFP 

US remains Iran’s ‘Great Satan’ despite deal 

to please Allah. Be a big brother/sister. Be a source of
enlightenment for all of those around you. The list of  things
you can do to help people around you is endless.  Do not
underestimate your abilities.

6 Exercise your willpower  
Learn  from the experience of  fasting to exercise willpower
and self control.  Learn to say: “No” not only to food, drinks,
and desires but also to everything that may distract you
from the straightway of  Allah.

7 Be smart 
Do your best not to slip back to bad practices after

Ramadan such as :missing a prayer, praying quickly, back-
biting, bad eating habits, wasting time in idle talks and non-
sense TV programs. Keep away from shameful sins and
immoral practices as you were exactly doing during

Ramadan. 

Missing the wisdom 
Unfortunately there are many people who derived little

benefits from fasting of Ramadan.  Do not be of those who
worship Allah in Ramadan  and then forget Him in the rest
of the year. Once the month passes they return back to
their previous life of disobedience  and surrender to their
desires, to their weakness, to lack of control, to  life of  irre-
sponsibility, to  the temptation. That is why the Mosques
which were full in Ramadan are almost empty in the rest of
the year as if there is no need for worshipping Allah. Those
who forget that Allah is always there watching us recording
our deeds; they should remember that the Lord of
Ramadan is the Lord of all the months of the years; and
returning back to disobedience after Tawbah (repentance)
in Ramadan is one of the most hateful deeds. 

What after Ramadan

JAKARTA: People ride motorcycles at Bekasi, outskirt of Jakarta, Indonesia, yesterday. The mass exodus out of the capital and other major cities in the world’s most populous Muslim country is
underway as millions are heading to their hometowns to celebrate Eid Al-Fitr this week which will mark the end of the holy fasting month of Ramadan. — AP 



By Cat Barton

A
bevy of workers are carefully sorting
and grading an enormous pile of
lychees at a packing house in north-

ern Vietnam. The best of the bunch will go
to China. “China is by far our largest mar-
ket,” fruit trader Tran Van Sang, 42 said at
his warehouse in Luc Ngan-a small town
just north of Hanoi which is taken over by
lychees during the tropical fruit’s short six-
week season. Some 60 percent of
Vietnam’s lychee crop is exported to China,
according to official figures.

But the trade is highly vulnerable to
political bickering between the communist
neighbors, driving a shift into new markets
with Vietnamese lychee exported to
Australia and America for the first time this
year. Last year, peak season arrived in the
middle of a bitter maritime standoff,
sparked after Beijing moved an oil rig into
waters claimed by Hanoi in the South
China Sea. “It was difficult-we had a
bumper crop but the Chinese buyers didn’t
come,” said Sang. China is Vietnam’s largest
trading partner and the countries’ volatile
relationship typically doesn’t impact over-
all trade and investment links.

But it has a dramatic effect on some sec-
tors, like the lychee, a fruit native to north-
ern Vietnam and southern China. Last year,
traders said whole unsold consignments of
lychee were simply left to rot in border
areas. This year, although maritime ten-
sions remain high over Beijing’s island-
building projects in disputed waters, the
Chinese buyers are back in Luc Ngan, with
exports up 50 percent year-on-year to
40,000 tons, according to official figures.
But in response to the problems of 2014,
some farmers and traders have moved on-
hoping to find higher prices and more sta-
ble markets elsewhere.

Boosting fruit exports   
The volume exported to Australia and

the US was small-just 35 tons combined-
but it was a significant step, experts say.
“Vietnam could have a real breakthrough
in the export of lychee in coming years,”
Mai Xuan Thin, the CEO of Red Dragon, a
fruit exporter said. If the country focuses
on food security and meeting higher US
and Australian standards “exports will cer-
tainly be higher next year”, he said. For
Australian importer Alex Alexopoulos,
there are clear benefits to buying
Vietnamese lychee, which will be flown to

Melbourne.
“It’s a lot quicker to get fruit from

Vietnam (by air) than from top of Australia
to the bottom, which would take four days
by truck,” he said. “So it’s fresher to eat
lychees in Melbourne from Vietnam... and
freshness is our main concern,” he added.
Vietnam, already a major coffee, rice and
catfish exporter, is slowly turning its atten-
tion to fruit. For now, it is a relative minnow
on the global stage, the eighth largest fruit
exporter in Asia, behind leaders China,
Thailand and India. The country’s fruit crop
is mostly consumed domestically, but
exports are growing-up from $622 million
in 2011 to over $1.4 billion in 2014, accord-
ing to official figures.

The government is targeting a ten-fold
increase over the coming years, with crops
like longan, dragon fruit and lychee being
given priority. Overall, Vietnam has good
potential, said Robert Guillermo, a preclear-
ance specialist at the US Department of

Agriculture. “On a scale of one to ten, I’d
give them eight. They’re very good. The
people are very good... they listen to sug-
gestions we make,” he said. Opening up
new markets will help reduce reliance on
China, said Nguyen Van Tuat, vice president
of the Academy of Agricultural Sciences.
“Vietnam must diversify its export markets
to be more active and more economically
profitable,” he said. Vietnam is part of the
Trans Pacific Partnership, a huge US-led
trade deal expected to be sealed this year,
and this could both be a huge benefit to
farmers, but also a risk. “The country will
have to deal with a very strong competi-
tion on quality and price of products. It will
be a challenge,” he said.

Farmers earn more
Farmers selling to US or Australian buy-

ers are getting about 20 percent above the
typical market price, said Nguyen Huu Dat
of Vietnam’s Plant Protection Department.

“Overall, prices are high and stable now
compared to last year (when Chinese buy-
ers stayed away). Farmers are very happy,”
he said. Farmer Nguyen Thi Nghi, 56, in
northern Thanh Ha province, is hoping she
will double her family’s income by selling
her lychees to Australia. 

“Currently, my family earns about 20
million dong ($900) per year. And now
with the new markets, we hope to see that
rise to 50-60 million dong per year,” she
said. Farmer Nguyen Thi Nu, 55, in Hai
Duong province, said the key to keeping
foreign buyers happy was to stay away
from pesticides. Vietnam’s exports have
faced repeated food safety issues, with the
EU temporarily banning some produce
over prohibited bacteria concerns and
recently warning on antibiotic residue in
shrimp. “I never use chemicals,” she said.
“The climate (in Hai Duong) is perfect for
lychee... people come from all over to buy
our fruit.” —AFP

THE LEADING INDEPENDENT
DAILY IN THE ARABIAN GULF

ESTABLISHED 1961

Founder and Publisher 
YOUSUF S. AL-ALYAN

Editor-in-Chief
ABD AL-RAHMAN AL-ALYAN

EDITORIAL               : 24833199-24833358-24833432
ADVERTISING          : 24835616/7
FAX                            : 24835620/1
CIRCULATION          : 24833199 Extn. 163
ACCOUNTS              : 24835619
COMMERCIAL          : 24835618

P.O.Box 1301 Safat,13014 Kuwait.
E MAIL :info@kuwaittimes.net
Website: www.kuwaittimes.net

All articles appearing on these
pages are the personal opinion of
the writers. Kuwait Times takes no
responsibility for views expressed
therein. Kuwait Times invites read-
ers to voice their opinions. Please
send submissions via email to: opin-
ion@kuwaittimes.net or via snail
mail to PO Box 1301 Safat, Kuwait.
The editor reserves the right to edit
any submission as necessary.

A N A L Y S I S
THURSDAY, JULY 16, 2015

T
he International Monetary Fund’s threat to pull out of
bailouts for Greece unless European partners grant Athens
massive debt relief poses a stark challenge to Germany, the

biggest creditor, which insists on IMF involvement in any future
rescue. The global lender has made itself unpopular with both
sides in the Greek debt saga by playing its role as a teller of incon-
venient truths without excessive diplomacy.

Its latest intervention, saying in essence that Greece will never
be able to repay its debt mountain, is bound to sharpen debate
when the German parliament meets on Friday to decide whether
to authorize negotiations on a third bailout for Greece since 2010
that could cost an extra 85 billion euros. It sharpens an un-admit-
ted rift between Chancellor Angela Merkel, who wants to hold the
euro zone together, and Finance Minister Wolfgang Schaeuble,
who thinks Greece needs to leave the currency area, at least tem-
porarily.

Merkel can count on a big majority in favor of opening loan
talks with Athens due to her grand coalition’s near monopoly of
seats, although she may face an embarrassing revolt among her
own conservatives. But the IMF’s debt sustainability analysis may
force her within months to choose between two far more unpalat-
able options: grant massive debt relief or see the IMF walk away.
The report’s conclusion that Greece needs debt relief “on a scale
that would need to go well beyond what has been under consid-
eration to date” makes it harder for her to argue that Germany will
ever get much of its 57 billion euro exposure back.

The IMF released its findings late on Tuesday after Reuters had
reported exclusively the study showing Greek debt rising to 200
percent of economic output in the next two years and staying at
“highly unsustainable” levels for decades. To avoid big writedowns
- “deep upfront haircuts” in IMF-speak - Greece would have to be
given either a 30-year grace period before it starts servicing or
repaying all European loans, present and future, or large fiscal
transfers by the euro zone.

The European Commission issued its own, less stark forecast
on Wednesday, which said the Greek debt-to-GDP ratio would be
165 percent in 2020 and 150 percent in 2022 if Athens made
reforms. It accepted that Greece needs “a very substantial re-profil-
ing, such as a long extension of maturities of existing and new
loans, interest deferral and financing at AAA rates”, but gave no fig-
ures. Commission Vice-President Valdis Dombrovskis, presenting
the EU executive’s study, said what mattered was not the size of
the debt stock but the annual debt service cost, which is already
lower in Greece than in most euro zone countries because of an
existing 10-year holiday on most interest payments.

No ‘classic haircut’
Germany is by no means alone in opposing any outright write-

off of Greek debt to European governments. Countries like Spain,
Portugal and Ireland that went through their own programs suc-
cessfully and paid towards Greece’s bailout do not want to take
any loss. Slovakia and the Baltic states, which carried out wrench-
ing fiscal adjustments, are just as tough, as are the Netherlands
and Finland under pressure from anti-bailout Eurosceptics. Merkel
has stated publicly that there cannot be a “classic haircut” because
that would be illegal under the EU treaty. By adding the adjective
“classic”, she may have been preparing Germans for a gradual
acceptance of the inevitable - the money won’t be coming home
in her lifetime or theirs. True to her “step by step” mantra, after
Monday’s last-ditch agreement with Greece in Brussels, the chan-
cellor played down the euro zone’s pledge to look at lengthening
loan maturities, already extended to 30 years on most European
loans.

The statement merely repeated a 2012 commitment by
Eurogroup finance ministers, she said, and would be considered
only once Greece passed a first quarterly review by bailout moni-
tors of its compliance with a new program. Her easiest course
would be to salami-slice the issue, giving a little loan extension at a
time in return for strict conditionality, so no one in Germany could
spot the moment when a “Schuldenschnitt” (debt cut) actually
happened. But the IMF is signaling that more drastic debt relief is
needed, and Merkel is desperate to keep the Fund involved, both
to retain parliamentary confidence in the program and because
she doesn’t trust the Commission to be tough enough on Greece.

‘time out’
Enter Schaeuble with a much simpler-sounding solution:

Greece takes “time-out” from the euro zone for, say, five years ini-
tially; its debt to euro zone countries gets a real haircut, which by
now looks likely to be a short-back-and-sides; and a healthier
Greek economy returns eventually to the currency area. EU offi-
cials say that would be illegal. Many economists say it would be
impractical, not least because the billions of euros in cash stashed
under Greek mattresses would drive out any new currency. The
finance ministry plan which Schaeuble said on Tuesday that sever-
al cabinet ministers in Berlin still saw as the best solution for
Greece shows he is seriously thinking about the need to write off
large amounts of Greek debt. —Reuters

Issues

IMF threat to pull 
out of Greek bailout 
challenges Germany

After China woes, Vietnam’s lychee farmers head to new markets

By Paul Taylor

F
ollowing is  a t imeline for the
implementation of a historic deal
signed between Iran and six major

powers on July 14 to curb Iran’s nuclear
program in exchange for relief from
sanctions.  The negotiators gave no spe-
cific dates for the implementation time-
frame, other than saying it would begin
“upon conclusion of the negotiations”.

July
After announcing the deal, Iran and

the P5+1 - France, Britain, China, Russia,
Germany and the United States-said
they would submit the so-called Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action to the
United Nations Security Council for
adoption “without delay”. The European
Union is then expected to “promptly”
endorse the resulting resolution. EU for-
eign ministers will sign off on the agree-
ment at a council meeting in Brussels on
July 20. Meanwhile, US President Barack
Obama is set to submit the proposal to

the US Congress for review by the end
of this week. 

September 
The Republican-controlled US

Congress then has 60 days, or until
September, to give its verdict on the
plan. This period is likely to be marked
by high drama with intense lobbying on
both sides. Lawmakers have the option
of passing a resolution preventing
Obama from waiving most US sanctions.
The president can veto this - a move
which in turn could be overridden if
opponents can muster a two-thirds
majority. As a result, the total review
period could last up to 82 days, stretch-
ing to early October. Meanwhile, Iranian
approval of the agreement should be
more straightforward.  It will first have
to be endorsed by the Supreme
National Security Council, which reports
to supreme leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei.  The council includes two

major architects of the nuclear deal-
President Hassan Rouhani and Foreign
Minister Javad Zarif.  Parliament will
then vote to approve the agreement.
Parliamentary speaker Ali Larijani has
said lawmakers will not stand in the way
of a deal that has Khamenei’s backing.

November 
Iran’s implementation of the deal will

take about four months,  or unti l
November, according to Zarif.

December
The UN’s atomic watchdog will issue

a report on whether Iran has complied
with nuclear-related measures. The
repor t by the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) is an essential ver-
ification step for international sanctions
to be lifted.

January 2016 
I f  I ran has respected its engage-

ments, the EU, UN and US will gradu-
ally begin to lift their sanctions.

In five years
A UN arms embargo on Iran will

be lifted.

In eight years
If the IAEA determines that Iran’s

nuclear activities have stayed peace-
f u l ,  t h e  E U  w i l l  t e r m i n a t e  a n y
remaining sanctions,  while the US
wi l l  end or  modify  any remaining
sanctions.

In 10 years 
When the 10-year l imitations of

the deal expire, Iran will be able to
u s e  t h e  m o r e  m o d e r n  c e n t r i f u g e
technology it insisted on being able
to  develop under  the  agreement .
The UN Security Council “would no
longer be seized of the Iran nuclear
issue”, or close the file. —AFP

What happens next in Iran nuclear deal?

BAC GIANG: A farmer waiting to sell newly harvested lychee fruit to local fruit traders at Luc Ngan district, in
northern Bac Giang province. —AFP



TORONTO: Peru’s Francisco Boza Dibos gave up shooting three years ago
but his decision to return paid off on Tuesday as he won the gold medal in
men’s trap at the Pan American Games to qualify for his eighth Summer
Olympics.

Boza Dibos, who won the silver medal at the 1984 Los Angeles Games, hit
11 of his 15 targets in the gold medal match while Argentina’s Fernando
Borello missed his last three targets and settled for 10 of 15. “I never imag-
ined that I would be so lucky to win the gold,” Boza Dibos, who was Peru’s
flag bearer in the Opening Ceremony of the 2004 Athens Olympic, told
reporters. “I left the sport three years ago and worked for the government. I
started training in October 2014.”

While Borello had to settle for the silver medal, he also quali-
fied for the Rio Games as a top two finisher in the event, one of
a handful of disciplines at the July 10-26 Pan Am Games offer-
ing athletes a chance to secure an Olympic berth. But for 50-
year-old Boza Dibos, who finished first in trap at the 1993
Shooting Championship of the Americas, winning the
gold medal more than exceed his expectations. “This
is a surprise for me to win. I never expected to do
it,” said Boza Dibos. “I feel that this is good for the
youth of Peru to get ready to represent our country
in four years.”— Reuters
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SYDNEY: The Champions League Twenty20 tournament, which has been run since
2009 by the cricket boards of India, Australia and South Africa, has been discontin-
ued with immediate effect because of lack of interest. The 2015 edition, which
would have been the seventh and was scheduled for September and October, has
been cancelled because of the tournament’s “limited public following”, organisers
said in a news release on Wednesday. “It was a fantastic platform for players from
around the world to showcase their talent and the participating teams thoroughly
enjoyed the experience over the last six seasons,” Anurag Thakur, the honorary sec-
retary at the Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) said.

“Unfortunately, off the field, Champions League T20 wasn’t sustaining the inter-
est of the fans as we had hoped. “This decision was made, after consultation with all
our commercial partners and meeting the contractual obligations of all parties
involved.” Launched by BCCI, Cricket Australia and Cricket South Africa in 2008, the
competition offered a highly lucrative prize pool of $6 million with $2.5 million
going to the winners. It brought together teams from the India Premier League,
Australia’s Big Bash League, South Africa’s Ram Slam T20 Challenge and Caribbean
Premier League along with other qualifiers. The inaugural event was cancelled after
the death of 164 people in coordinated attacks on Mumbai in November 2008,
however, and the tournament failed to gain any real traction thereafter. The
Mumbai Indians and Chennai Super Kings were the most successful teams in the
competition after they both won it twice with the Super Kings securing what will
be the final title in Bangalore last year. — Reuters 

Lack of interest in cricket
MADRID: Valencia have added an extra option in central midfield by agree-
ing to sign Brazil youth international Danilo Barbosa on loan from
Portuguese side Braga for the 2015-16 season, the La Liga club said yester-
day. The deal,  which Valencia announced on their website
(www.valenciacf.com), includes a purchase option for the 19-year-old, who is
valued at 7 million euros ($7.7 million) on Transfermarkt.com.

Captain Danilo shone for Brazil at the under-20 World Cup in New
Zealand last month, winning the Silver Ball as the second-best player of the

tournament as the South Americans finished runners-up to
Serbia. “It is pleasing to announce the signing of another

young player of quality for the Valencia family,” club chair-
woman Chan Lay Hoon said.

“I know that many clubs were interested in him but I
am very happy he chose to join our project,” she added.
“Danilo was one of the best players at the Under-20 World

Cup, he is the captain of the Brazil team and I think this
shows the character he has.”

Following last year’s takeover by Singapore billion-
aire Peter Lim, Valencia are ambitious to return to

the top in Spain and Europe after a period of insta-
bility marked by financial troubles and disap-
pointment on the pitch.

Valencia sign Danilo Shooter qualifies for Olympics

CINCINNATI: Mike Trout flashed the skill that
puts him at the front of baseball’s new genera-
tion, just moments after four of the all-time
greats walked off the field.

Trout became the first player in 38 years to
homer leading off an All-Star Game, then
became the first player to take home the
Midsummer Classic’s MVP award two years in
row. A new-look All-Star Game finished with the
same old result. The AL beat the NL 6-3 Tuesday
night and will open the World Series at home for
the 10th time in 13 years.

“It’s obviously a humbling honor with the
MVPs,” Trout said in his usual understated, aw-
shucks manner. After Trout completed a career
All-Star cycle in just his fifth big league season,
Prince Fielder delivered. He drove in two runs,
sending Trout blazing home ahead of Joc
Pederson’s throw with the run off Clayton
Kershaw that put the AL ahead for good.

In an age of dominant pitching, Felix
Hernandez, winner David Price, Zach Britton,
Dellin Betances and Wade Davis took scoreless
turns in the AL’s third win a row.

Playing on the AL West-leading Los Angeles
Angels, Trout could add an even bigger honor
this fall - his first World Series ring.

“He can do anything that anybody can do on
a baseball field,” AL manager Ned Yost said. “He
can hit with power. He can run. He can drive the
gap. He’s a great defender. He’s just special. When
you look at Mike, you don’t look at a 23-year-old.
You look at a guy that is one of the best baseball
players on this planet.” A season after the retire-
ment of Derek Jeter dropped the curtain on the
turn-of-century greats, Trout was among six
starting position players under 25 - the most
since 1965. At last year’s game in Minneapolis, he
hit a tiebreaking triple and later a go-ahead dou-
ble. This time Trout sent Zack Greinke’s fourth
pitch, a 94 mph fastball on the outer half of the
plate, over the wall in right next to the visiting
bullpen for an opposite-field homer.

Winner of his first season AL MVP award in
2014, the center fielder joined Willie Mays, Steve
Garvey, Gary Carter and Cal Ripken, Jr. as the only
two-time All-Star MVPs.

Stars old and young gathered in one of base-
ball’s most traditional towns. The Reds became
baseball’s first professional team in 1869, and
players wore caps with horizontal stripes in an
attempt at a 19th century feel.  Pete Rose,

Cincinnati’s hometown hero and baseball’s
banned career hits leader, was given an 80-sec-
ond ovation when he walked onto the field
before the game to join Johnny Bench, Joe
Morgan and Barry Larkin, elected by fans as the
Reds’ greatest players. Wearing a red jacket and
tie and walking stiffly, the now 74-year-old
Charlie Hustle was applauded as soon as his
image appeared on the video boards, even
before he emerged from the AL dugout.

And in the first All-Star Game at Great
American Ballpark, which opened in 2003, fans
got to see some great ballplayers. Bench,
changed into a blue jacket, returned with Hank
Aaron, Mays and Sandy Koufax, voted baseball’s
great living players by fans as part of the promo-
tion. In a sentimental yet stunning reminder of
generational change, Aaron, 81, and Morgan, 71,

needed canes to reach the infield, and Mays, 84,
was aided on and off the field by an assistant.

“Growing up, I didn’t get to see them play that
much,” Trout said. “But looking up, seeing high-
lights of all the Hall of Famers, it’s something I
really look forward to looking at and I’m learning
more about them, just how great they played in
every respect of the game.”

Above the field, new Commissioner Rob
Manfred watched from a luxury suite, the first All-
Star Game not presided over by Bud Selig since
1992. Many players of the new generation love
bling in a manner that puzzles the old guard:
Posey wore a gold-colored helmet behind the
plate, looking a bit like the Great Gazoo or a
Praetorian Guard, accessorizing with a chest pro-
tector, shin guards and cleats all with gold-col-
ored trim. Baltimore’s Adam Jones was shod in

bright orange cleats, and Kansas City’s Lorenzo
Cain and Washington’s Bryce Harper donned
golden spikes.

Trout, a Generation Y star with a baby boomer
work ethic, completed a unique cycle on a clear
evening that followed a heavy afternoon down-
pour. He singled in his All-Star debut in 2012,
doubled to open 2013 game and tripled in the
first inning last year. He was just the ninth player
to hit for an All-Star cycle in his entire career, join-
ing an illustrious list that includes Hall of Famers
Ted Williams, Roberto Clemente, Ernie Banks,
George Brett, Mike Schmidt and Mays. Fielder lat-
er became the 10th.

No one had homered leading off an All-Star
Game since 1977 at old Yankee Stadium, when
Morgan connected off Jim Palmer. Greinke, com-
ing off five scoreless outings, had not allowed a
run since June 13. “It’s not easy,” Greinke said of
pitching to Trout. “You’ve got like a 2-inch win-
dow up in the zone. If you throw it higher than
that, he takes it. If you throw it lower, he does
what he did.”

Fielder and Lorenzo Cain had run-scoring hits
in the fifth against Kershaw, the reigning NL MVP,
that put the AL ahead 3-1. Manny Machado, at 23
another of the sport’s fresh faces, hit a double off
the right-field wall against Francisco Rodriguez in
the seventh and scored on Fielder’s sacrifice fly.
And Brian Dozier, the last player added to the
game as an injury replacement, hit a solo home
run off Mark Melancon in the eighth.

NL runs came home on Jhonny Peralta’s RBI
single in the second, Andrew McCutchen’s homer
off Chris Archer in the sixth and Brandon
Crawford’s sacrifice fly in the ninth.

NL manager Bruce Bochy thought ahead to
some future ceremony involving Trout, perhaps
at an All-Star Game or World Series, perhaps at
the Hall of Fame in Cooperstown. “He’s going to
be standing there, I think, with the guys we saw
tonight,” Bochy said.

The AL is 21-6-1 in the last 28 games, losing
three straight from 1994-96 and 2010-12. The NL
leads the matchup 43-41-2. Jacob deGrom of the
Mets, the NL Rookie of the Year, struck out
Stephen Vogt, Jason Kipnis and Jose Iglesias on
10 pitches in the sixth, reaching 98 mph. ... Reds
closer Aroldis Chapman threw 12 of 14 pitches
at 100 mph or more in the ninth, reaching 103
mph and striking out the side. NL pitchers struck
out 15. — AP

Kipsang
focused 
on gold 

in Beijing
NAIROBI: Former Kenyan world marathon
record holder and Olympic bronze medallist
Wilson Kipsang is not planning to run
another competitive race, but is focused on
reclaiming the world title for Kenya in
Beijing next month. The 33-year-old two-
time London marathon winner says he has
not been in the best of shape possible in his
five recent races.

He was beaten into second place by
compatriot Eliud Kipchoge at the London
marathon in April, and finished fourth and
fifth respectively in two half-marathon races
in New York and the Czech Republic last
month. “It has been a very busy year for me
so far,” said Kipsang, who is one of the star
athletes to participate in an ongoing 836
kilometre (520 mile) “walk for peace” relay,
organised by former Commonwealth cham-
pion John Kelai. The 22-day march, aimed to
raise awareness to help end ethnic violence
in northern Kenya, started in the semi-arid
Rift Valley town of Lodwar on Wednesday.

“Since my last race in Olomouc, I have
been back in Kenya recovering from all
these races and starting my preparation for
the upcoming world championships in
Beijing. “The conditions in Beijing are going
to be very tough because of the heat and
the humidity. That’s why I have started
training in similar conditions to get used to
this type of climate.

“One of the few things lacking in my
career is a medal at the world champi-
onships. This is why my focus is now com-
pletely on becoming a world marathon
champion. I dream of reclaiming the title for
Kenya in Beijing.” Kipsang is included in a
six-man provisional team, which includes
the current world record holder, Dennis
Kimetto, and Mark Korir, the 2015 Paris
marathon winner.

Only three athletes will make the final
team for the August 22-30 championships,
with the national selection scheduled to be
held on August 1 after the Kenyan trials at
the Nairobi’s Kasarani stadium. — AFP

CINCINNATI: American League’s
Brian Dozier, of the Minnesota
Twins, hits a home run during

the eighth inning of the MLB
All-Star baseball game. — AP

AL All-Star top NL 

CINCINNATI: American League’s Mike Trout of the Los Angeles Angels holds the MVP trophy
after the MLB All-Star baseball game. — AP
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TOKYO: When the dust settles on the
marquee venue for the 2020 Summer
Olympics in Tokyo, it could well be the
most expensive sports stadium in the
world. The latest cost estimate of 252 bil-
lion yen ($2 billion at current exchange
rates) would push it beyond the current
record-holder, the $1.6 billion MetLife sta-
dium completed in 2010 for the New York
Jets and Giants football teams.

What is the money buying? The design
of the stadium’s ribbed roof on huge steel
arches resembles a bicycle helmet. To
support a natural grass field, the roof’s
southern end will be translucent to let in
sunlight and underground will be soil
ventilation and temperature control sys-
tems. Movable seats will bring the crowd
closer for more intimate events, and this
being Japan, the stadium will have earth-
quake-resistant features.

While exchange rate fluctuations and
inflation make comparisons tricky, it is
safe to say that Japan’s new National
Stadium will likely to be the most expen-

sive ever built, two sports economists
told The Associated Press. The latest esti-
mate was a 55 percent increase over an
earlier one of 163 billion yen.

“The spiraling costs come as no sur-
prise,” Victor Matheson, a professor at the
College of the Holy Cross in
Massachusetts, wrote in an email
response. “Most of the recent Olympics
Games and World Cups have seen final
costs come in far above initial estimates.”

Andrew Zimbalist, an economics pro-
fessor at Smith College in Massachusetts,
added that he suspects the cost will rise
further during construction, which is due
to begin in October.

At least five stadiums costing more
than $1 billion have been built world-
wide, four for American football and
baseball teams and Wembley Stadium for
soccer in London. Tokyo’s new stadium,
designed by award-winning architect
Zaha Hadid, would be the first to reach $2
billion. Unlike venues for professional
sports teams, which generate a steady

revenue stream, Olympic stadiums risk
becoming “white elephants,” little used
after their two weeks of glory.

The rising price tag has put the gov-
ernment of Prime Minister Shinzo Abe on
the defensive, at a time when his
approval ratings are already slipping
because of opposition to his push to
expand the international role of Japan’s
military. It also doesn’t bode well for
Boston and others bidding for the 2024
Olympics, as well as the International
Olympic Committee’s goal of making
future Olympics more affordable for host
cities, Matheson said.

“If a modern city like Tokyo with tons
of highly developed infrastructure
already in place can’t make an Olympics
work without breaking the bank, what
chance do any other potential host cities
have,” he wrote. The IOC has approved
changes in plans for other 2020 venues in
Japan that have saved more than $1 bil-
lion, according to the committee. The
main stadium, though, far exceeds the

$455 million “Bird’s Nest” stadium built for
the 2008 Olympics, and the approximate-
ly $680 million stadium for the 2012
London Olympics.

Japan is a rich country, but it doesn’t
have cash to spare. More than two
decades of economic stagnation have left
the government saddled with debt, and
the rapidly aging nation faces soaring
pension and health care bills.

Public opinion, already tepid about
building a massive new stadium in central
Tokyo, has turned decisively negative
since the government sharply revised up
the project cost. The government though
says it’s too late to make major changes
and still meet a 2019 deadline to host the
inaugural event, the Rugby World Cup.
The Japan Sports Council, which is over-
seeing the project, attributes about one-
third of the increase in price to rising
labor and materials costs, and two-thirds
to the unusual design of the stadium. An
increase in the consumption tax rate also
added about 4 billion yen.

Asked about the cost, Jim Heverin, the
project director for the stadium for Zaha
Hadid Architects, said in a statement that
the design allows the roof and the specta-
tor stands to be built simultaneously, sav-
ing time and money and “ensuring the
stadium will be delivered cost-effectively
and on schedule against the backdrop of
steep annual inflation in Tokyo construc-
tion costs.”

Japan is no stranger to high-priced
venues. The 1998 Winter Olympics in
Nagano were by far the most expensive
until Sochi, Russia, last year, Matheson
said. Japan also held the record for the
most expensive World Cup stadium - the
$621 million Nissan Stadium that hosted
the 2002 final in Yokohama - until Brasilia
built a $900 million stadium for the 2014
tournament. Nissan Stadium remains in
use, as the home field for a J-League soc-
cer team, the Yokohama F. Marinos. The
Mane Garrincha stadium in Brasilia, how-
ever, is now perhaps the world’s most
expensive bus depot. — AP

Tokyo Olympic venue shaping up as world’s costliest

TORONTO: Audrey Lacroix of Canada competes during the finals of the women’s 200-meter butterfly swimming event. Lacroix won the gold medal. — AP

TORONTO: Natalie Coughlin gave a jolt to the Pan
American Games on Tuesday but the decorated US
swimmer suffered a surprising defeat while Cuba
earned more kayaking gold.

Defending champion Canada then beat Cuba in a
marquee baseball game to improve to 4-0 while
Peruvian Francisco Boza Dibos, 50, qualified for his
eighth Olympics by winning the men’s trap shooting
final. Coughlin, a 12-times Olympic medallist, was
expected to swim away with a gold medals in the
women’s 100m freestyle and 4x100 freestyle relay but
she settled for silver in each.

The 32-year-old American set a Pan Am record
during her 100 heat but was stunned by Canadian 20-
year-old Chantal Van Landeghem in the final where

her 53.83 pipped the Pan Am mark set earlier by
Coughlin. In the relay final, Coughlin began her
anchor leg with a slim lead but could not hang on as
Van Landeghem again denied the Americans.

After the race, Coughlin discussed her competitive
future. “I know I have a few years left in me. I love
competing, and I want to keep representing my
country,” said Coughlin. “But I need to be realistic. It’s
not going to happen forever. I just want to enjoy it
and see what happens in the next year.” Canada deliv-
ered another dominant rowing display as they
grabbed gold in women’s single sculls and light-
weight double sculls as well as the men’s quadruple
sculls as part of a 23-medal day for the host nation.
Canada have 25 gold, 22 silver and 17 bronze, which

tops all nations in gold and overall medals. The
United States, a Pan Am powerhouse, are second with
19 gold medals (60 total), followed by Cuba and
Colombia, who have 14 gold each.

Cuban kayaker Yusamai Mengana became the first
woman and second athlete to win three golds at the
July 10-26 Games. Her triumph in the women’s K1
200m and K2 500m came a day after fellow kayaker
and compatriot Jorge Garcia won his third gold.

Cuba, who won every baseball gold medal at the
quadrennial games between 1971 and 2007 before a
third-place finish in 2011, were dealt a blow in their hopes
of reclaiming the gold medal. By falling 3-1 to Canada,
Cuba slipped to fourth in the seven-team competition
where the top four advance to the semis. — Reuters

TORONTO: The Pan American Games’
biggest name in swimming finally
surfaced on Tuesday but Natalie
Coughlin failed to live up to her top
billing when she was beaten in the
100 metres freestyle by Canada’s
Chantal Van Landeghem.

Coughlin, a 12-time Olympic
medallist and one of the greatest
American swimmers of all-time,
brought a splash of class to a Games
in desperate need of some marquee
magic. But it was the unheralded Van
Landeghem who snatched the spot-
light on the first day of the swimming
competition with a late surge to
touch first in a Pan Am record time of
53.83 seconds.

Coughlin took silver in 54.06 with
Bahamas’ Arianna Vanderpool-
Wallace getting the bronze. Coughlin
then anchored the U.S. 4x100
freestyle relay but was beaten to the
wall by the Canadians.

“You obviously want to win but for
me it is about personal achievements
right now,” said Coughlin who has 12
Olympic and 20 world championship
medals. “The competition here is still
really good. There are still fast swims
here. “I know a lot of people are look-
ing at this like it is not world champi-
onships but it is still a massive meet

and great practise.” Ordinarily,
Coughlin would have been preparing
for the world swimming champi-
onships in Russia that begin later this
month but a bout of food poisoning
during the U.S. championships put an
end to those plans and she signed on
to lead a young American team to
Toronto. “I’m treating it as my big
summer meet,” she said. “It was never
on my bucket list to go to the Pan
Ams but I’m glad I’m here.”

The first woman to break the one
minute mark in the 100 backstroke,
the 32-year-old had been widely
expected to retire after the London
Olympics, where she failed to qualify
for an individual event, but she felt a
fourth trip to the Games in Rio next
year was still within her capabilities. “I
know I have a lot of good swimming
left in me. I love doing this,” said
Coughlin. “It is pretty interesting that
people just assume you are going to
leave when you reach a certain age
but I love the daily grind and I think
that makes it a lot easier.“I love the
training, I love competing and being
able to represent my country is a spe-
cial thing that is not going to happen
forever. “I am just enjoying it right
now and for the next year and hope-
fully will be there in Rio.”— Reuters

TORONTO: The most exciting names in
US  gymnastics, Gabby Douglas, Aly
Raisman and Simone Biles, will all be
competing during the Pan American
Games-just not in Toronto.

But the absence of the American big
guns has not prevented the United
States from dominating the Pan Am
competition where a new crop of
champions are putting the old guard
on notice that they will have a battle
on their hands for coveted Rio Olympic
berths. Two-time world all-around
champion Biles, Douglas, the darling of
the 2012 London Olympics, and her
gold medal-winning Fierce Five team
mates Raisman and Kyla Ross, are all
competing at the U.S. Classic in
Chicago on July 25.

Their absence from the Pan Am
games has given the U.S. squad of hun-
gry up and comers an opportunity to
grab the spotlight.

For the first time in 20 years the US
swept both the men’s and women’s
team gold medals, while Sam Mikulak
claimed the men’s all-around title to
end a 28-year American drought in that
event.

The only blip came on Monday
when women’s all-around favourite
Madison Desch was beaten for the
gold by Canada’s Ellie Black, but the
young Americans vowed a return to
the top of the podium in the apparatus
finals.

“That (Rio Olympics) is what I have
been working for and hopefully this is
the start of great things,” said Desch. “I
know I can improve. It is just the start.

“This meet is a confidence booster.
“We all look up to them (Biles, Douglas,
Raisman), train next to them and it

makes you work harder. “It’s nice to
have your time in the light but training
against them makes me work harder.”

While Mikulak, a two-time US cham-
pion and 2012 Olympic team member,
is a seasoned campaigner the young

American women arrived in Toronto
eager to gain valuable international
experience. For 17-year-old Desch and
her Pan Am team mates Amelia
Hundley, Rachel Gowey, Emily Schild
and Megan Skaggs, the Games are an

important step towards their dreams of
securing one of the five coveted spots
on the US Rio Olympic squad.

“They are certainly going to be in
the mix, no doubt about it,” Rhonda
Faehn, the senior vice-president of the
women’s program for US Gymnastics,
told Reuters. “This is the perfect experi-
ence because they are younger and
haven’t had the experience overseas at
a world championship so this is a per-
fect opportunity for them to gain expe-
rience.

“You never know, that is the beauty
of gymnastics, you never know what
competition can light or spark a level of
confidence in an athlete.

“We’ve seen it before.” Prior to the
2012 Summer Games, Douglas was the
unknown newcomer viewed as an
Olympic longshot.

But she left London as perhaps the
biggest Olympic star with gold from
the team and all-around competitions,
returning home to fame and fortune.

Desch, an alternate on the US team
for last year’s world championships,
could be that athlete in Rio, as could
17-year-old Gowey. Trained by Liang
Chow, who coached Olympic champi-
ons Douglas and Shawn Johnson,
Gowey has been getting plenty of buzz
in gymnastic circles as she returns to
form after being hobbled by ankle
problems for a year and a half.

“Rachel, she is a polished athlete
and has a nice look too her with her
lines and she has strong start values
and that helps as well,” said Faehn.

“I really think she is absolutely one
who has great potential. She has had
ankle problems but you can see the
potential there.”— Reuters

Coughlin stunned at Pan Am Games
Coughlin has eye on Rio

ONTARIO: Cuba’s Delia Grau passes the ball in Cuba’s bronze medal
women’s water polo match against Brazil at the Pan Am Games. — AP

Young US gymnasts prepare 
at Pan Am for Rio rumble

ONTARIO: Canada’s Marie-Eve Beauchein-Nadeau attempts a lift during the
women’s 75kg weightlifting competition. — AP
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ST. ANDREWS: United States’ Billy Horschel plays out of a bunker on hole 17 as United States’ Mark Calcavecchia (back right) looks on during a
practice round at the British Open Golf Championship. — AP

LONDON: Forget about Tiger v Phil or Rory v Ricky.
With respect to Messrs Woods, Mickelson, McIlroy and
Fowler, the 144th British Open that begins Thursday at
St Andrews in Scotland is about Jordan v History.

Jordan as in Spieth. If the 21-year-old American
phenomenon lifts the trophy, he will become the first
winner of golf’s first three major tournaments of the
year-the Masters, the U.S. Open and the British Open-
since Ben Hogan in 1953. If he also wins the PGA tour-
nament next month in Wisconsin, Spieth will stand
alone as the only man to win all four professional
majors in one year, golf’s fabled grand slam.

Until two weeks ago the Open, as it is referred to in
Britain, promised the added allure of a Rory McIlroy-
Spieth showdown.

McIlroy, 26, won the last two majors of 2014 before
Spieth took the first two of 2015. But McIlroy injured
his ankle playing soccer with friends and withdrew
from the British Open.  (Here’s guessing he takes a
break from soccer for, say, 25 years.)

But Jordan v History is good enough, because
Britain’s Open has dashed grand slam hopes before. In
1972 Jack Nicklaus won the Masters and U.S. Open,
only to succumb in the British Open to Lee Trevino’s
miracle chip-in on the penultimate hole.

It was 30 years until anybody else started the British
Open with the first two legs of the grand slam in their
bag. In 2002 Tiger Woods arrived at Muirfield with a
champion’s momentum, but wind and rain struck the
course just before his third-round tee time and he
slumped to a horrible 81. “I put myself right there in
contention after two rounds,” Woods reminisced on

Tuesday. “Just happened to catch it (the weather) at
the wrong time.” In 2000-2001 Woods held all four
major titles at once, but he did not win them in the
same year. As for Spieth, Woods says: “Obviously he’s in
great form.  It’s just a matter of going out there and
executing his game plan.”

There are intriguing subplots surrounding Spieth’s
bid for golf immortality. One is the possible emergence
of an unlikely winner like Louis Oosthuizen. Five years
ago the then-unheralded South African won the last
Open played at St Andrews. This year he has played
poorly in his two most recent tournaments but in last
month’s US Open, Oosthuizen finished tied for second,
just one stroke behind Spieth.

Oosthuizen carded 66-66-67 in the final three
rounds on a tough links course (referring to mogul-
marked ground that links land and sea) at Chambers
Bay in Washington State. Had his opening round been
a mediocre 75 instead of a woeful 77, Oosthuizen
would have beaten Spieth. British bookies put the bet-
ting odds on Oosthuizen this week at 20-to-25 to one.
Spieth is the favourite at five-or-six to one.

Oosthuizen won the 2010 Open by seven shots. He
lost the 2012 Masters in a playoff. With an affinity for St
Andrews, also a links course, and a record of contend-
ing in majors, Oosthuizen is a credible challenger this
year. “I feel very confident going into the week, and I
just need to hit the shots I want off the tee so I put
myself in good positions,” Oosthuizen told reporters
Tuesday. An improbable subplot would be a Battle of
Generations between Spieth and one of golf ’s “old
guns”. Maybe Mickelson, 45, winner of the 2013 Open.

Or even the 39-year-old Woods, who won the Open at
St Andrews in 2000 and 2005 but now is struggling like
a weekend duffer. Far-fetched? Absolutely. But
American Tom Watson, a five-times Open winner who
was long past his prime, was one shot away from win-
ning the title before losing in a playoff in 2009, at age
59. Watson will play the Open for the last time this year
— 40 years after winning on his debut at Carnoustie-
doubtless to cheers of nostalgia. A Sunday duel
between Woods or Mickelson and Spieth would rival
the now-impossible Spieth-McIlroy showdown for dra-
ma. More likely would be a shootout between Spieth
and another young gun, 26-year-old American Ricky
Fowler. That would pit logic v loyalty. Last week Fowler
did the logical thing to prepare for the Open. He flew
to Scotland, giving himself time to adjust to the time
difference. He played in the Scottish Open on a links
course in Gullane, nearly two hours from St Andrews,
and he won the tournament.

Spieth also won last week, but in the John Deere
Classic in northwest Illinois, near the Mississippi River,
on a wooded parkland course, a world away and six
time zones behind St Andrews. Spieth did not arrive in
Scotland until Monday. It does not seem logical, but
Spieth is loyal to the Deere.  In 2012 the tournament
gave him a special exemption to enter. 

A year later he won it to secure his first professional
victory. Given the vagaries of golf and the Scottish
weather, anything can happen at the Open. But if
Fowler does win, Spieth’s loyalty to the Deere will be
second-guessed until next year’s Open. And well
beyond. — Reuters

St Andrews braced for Jordan v History

ST. ANDREWS: Jordan Spieth was practicing a
shot he hopes he won’t need this week, bang-
ing a few wedges off the wall on the famous
Road Hole in the fading sun at this, the birth-
place of golf.

Dead tired after winning yet again in
Illinois before flying all night to get here for
what could be a defining moment in golf,
Spieth was still intent on having a bit of fun.

“Who wants this?” he yelled out, signing a
ball and then tossing it left-handed toward
the 50 or so fans still around Monday night.

It caused a bit of a frenzy, but just for a
moment. There weren’t many fans around,
and those who were seemed as if they were
still trying to figure out this young Texan who
has the golf world buzzing.

They’re not alone. Those in a sport that has
been fixated for the better part of two
decades on Tiger Woods are still trying to
decipher Spieth themselves.

What they do know is that he’s 21, and in
the midst of greatest the stretch of golf any-
one has seen since Woods burst on the scene
and transformed the sleepy game into must-
see TV. Forget the fact that part of the Woods
mystique was that he was a rare player of col-
or in a mostly lily-white game. Woods caused
more of a stir by doing other things no one
had ever seen before, thrilling fans with his
booming drives and winning with clutch putts
punctuated by his signature fist pump.

Spieth is no Tiger Woods. Doesn’t try to be,
though they do share the same habit of talk-
ing angrily to themselves during a round.

He doesn’t overwhelm a crowd with his
presence, doesn’t intimidate other players
while wearing a red shirt on Sunday. In a game
dominated by Woods and the power hitters
who followed, he’s not even in the same neigh-
borhood as the big boys with a driver in his
hand. What Spieth does do is win. This year he’s
done it on the biggest stages in golf, grabbing
a green jacket at the Masters and following it
with a win a few weeks back at the U.S. Open.
Add in a British Open and PGA Championship
title, and he would be the first player to win the
Grand Slam in a calendar year.

He largely does it on his own terms, taking
the title at the John Deere Classic on Sunday
when others suggested he might be better
served by leaving early for Scotland to discov-
er the many vagaries of the oldest course in

golf.But Spieth has a confidence that borders
on swagger and, much like Woods in his
prime, a belief that his best is better than
yours no matter where you tee it up.

“He beats you properly,” former U.S. Open
champion Geoff Ogilvy said. “He beats you
with better golf. He doesn’t beat you because
he hits it further. Tiger’s intimidation was that
he always did something amazing. Jordan -
don’t get me wrong, his body of work is amaz-
ing - but he doesn’t beat you with a crazy par,
or a crazy chip-in from the back of the 14th at
Muirfield (Village). He just beats you because
he’s better.” Just how much better Spieth really
is, only time will tell. His career is in its infancy
still, and it’s way too early to crown him as the
next great player, way too soon to begin talk-
ing about whether he - and not Woods - will
be the one who finally takes down the record
of 18 major titles held by Jack Nicklaus.

Besides, despite the struggles of Woods in
recent times, there’s a reasonable chance he’s
still got enough golf in him at age 39 to finally
get past the 14th major he won at the U.S.
Open way back in 2008. “I’m still young,”
Woods said Tuesday. “I know some of you guys
think I’m buried and done, but I’m still right
here in front of you.”

The tables, though, have turned. While oth-
ers over the years tried unsuccessfully to stake
their claim as Woods’ major rival, it is now
Woods who tries to get back in the conversa-
tion with Spieth, Rory McIlroy and other
young players who have now firmly estab-
lished themselves as the future of golf.

Almost shockingly, Woods has been
reduced to almost an afterthought in the
biggest tournaments. Playing by himself
Monday night behind Spieth on a nearly
deserted course, he was largely ignored by
the handful of fans who were still hanging
around. Up ahead, Spieth was finished and
ready to find the nearest bed. He signed a few
autographs and was heading for the exit
when asked whether he was too tired to win
his third straight major.

“No, I feel just fine,” Spieth said. “It’s a beau-
tiful spot here.” It was, indeed, especially with
the sun setting over the 18th green and the
town of St. Andrews behind. But even more
beautiful for many in golf would be the sight
of Spieth holding the claret jug that goes to
the winner on Sunday. —AP

Spieth intent on
having a bit of fun

ST. ANDREWS: United States’ Jordan Spieth tosses the ball on the fourth green dur-
ing a practice round at the British Open Golf Championship. — AP

LEEDS: Full-back has been a cursed position
for St Helens this season but after a dream
debut Adam Quinlan is confident he is the
man to finally nail down the No.1 jersey.

The 22-year-old joined Saints at the end of
last month from Parramatta Eels in the NRL
and scored a hat-trick of tries on debut last
weekend in their 35-34 victory over
Huddersfield Giants.

Shannon McDonnell last month snapped
his Achilles and with Jonny Lomax and Tommy
Makinson out with long-term injuries and Paul
Wellens and Lance Hohaia now retired, the
cupboard is looking bare at full-back. But in
Quinlan - who has signed with the defending
Super League champions until the end of the
season - Keiron Cunningham hopes he has
finally found his man with the play-offs
approaching. With Warrington Wolves up next
in the penultimate round of games before the
Super 8s split, the youngster is desperate to
prove his worth.

“Yeah you could say it was a dream debut,”
he said. “The ball just bounced my way, I didn’t
really expect that coming into the game.

“As everyone knows, the club has had a lot
of injuries. They came and asked me if I want-
ed to come over for the rest of the season and
I looked at the opportunity that was there and
it was pretty much a no-brainer. “It all hap-
pened pretty quickly, I was here within a week
and playing, which was great.

“There have been quite a few full-backs,

but hopefully I will be the last one and there
are no more injuries. “It will be a real tough
game, we know that, but it’s exciting. Play-offs
start this week, we want to get some momen-
tum to take into them.”

Elsewhere table-toppers Leeds will look to
bounce back from defeat to Wigan Warriors
last time out when they face Widnes Vikings.

In Adam Cuthbertson the Rhinos have a
prop who is breaking the mould, according to
Huddersfield Giants hooker Luke Robinson.

The 30-year-old broke the record for
offloads in a single Super League season with
ten against Wigan last time out, taking him to
97 in 2015. “He’s a scrum half in a prop’s body,”
said Robinson. “He does the lot - he can kick,
offloads and has a great pre-line pass. He’s fitted
into their system perfectly. “Adam’s difficult to
play against because he’s such a big bloke but
he’s got all the skill sets to go with it.” Elsewhere
Hull KR in ninth meet Hull FC in eighth in what
is sure to be a fierce local derby that will go a
long way to deciding the Super 8s. But the
Rovers might be without the influential Albert
Kelly for the clash, after an injury sustained in
defeat to Castleford last time out, and coach
Chris Chester is keeping his fingers crossed. 

“Albert played on one leg in that second
half (at Salford). We’re hoping it’s just a medial
strain and it’s nothing too serious,” Chester
said. “Albert wears his heart on his sleeve. I
thought he played very well and we needed
another 16 Albert Kellys out there.” — AFP

LAS VEGAS: For nine poker players, the dream is
just beginning after outlasting 6,411 others in days
of near marathon-length games to advance to the
final table of the World Series of Poker’s no-limit
Texas Hold ‘em main event in November.

Alex Turyansky of Germany was the last player
eliminated shortly before 1:30 a.m. Wednesday
when he put the last of his chips on the line with
an ace, king but faced a pair of queens held by
chip-leader Joe McKeehen. That left the final nine
players guaranteed at least $1 million each in win-
nings and a bid to return to the World Series of
Poker’s no-limit Texas Hold ‘em main event in
November for a chance at $7.7 million.

McKeehen leads far and away in chips with 64.1
million. Zvi Stern, 36, of Israel is in second with 29.8
million. Behind him, 61-year-old Neil Blumenfield
of San Francisco, Max Steinberg of California,
Thomas Cannuli and Joshua Beckley of New Jersey,
Patrick Chan of New York and Federico Butteroni of
Italy will all surround the table one last time
November 8-9.

The favorite among fans watching in person
and at home to win the World Series of Poker’s ulti-
mate championship fell short.

Poker pro Daniel Negreanu, a six-time bracelet
winner nicknamed “Kid Poker,” who has gotten
close but never close enough to making the final
table, ended his run in 11th place, the same place
he landed in 2001 when he tried against a field of
613 entries. Negreanu gambled the last of his chips
on an ace, four and appeared to be in the clear
when chip-leader Joe McKeehen called showing a
jack, three. But McKeehen slowly but surely
amassed a straight as the cards on the table were
flipped one by one. It was the last one, a queen,
that did Negreanu in, sending him tumbling to the
floor with his hands covering his face.

Ten players remain in the running for the tour-
nament’s top prize. Marathon sessions of bluffing,
betting and reading opponents for any hints at
their cards will soon be over at the World Series of
Poker main event, when the last nine players claim
at least $1 million each and a spot at the final table
in November. Shortly after midnight, the field

shrunk to a single table with players representing
the United States, Germany, Belgium, Israel and
Italy. McKeehen of Pennsylvania had become the
runaway chip leader of the World Series of Poker
no-limit Texas Hold ‘em main event amassing near-
ly 55 million in chips before knocking out
Negreanu. That amount was more than twice the
chips that five other players at his table, combined,
had stacked in front of them.

The battle started with 6,420 players each pay-
ing $10,000 to enter. After seven sessions of game-
play spread over 10 days, the players left standing
in the no-limit Texas Hold ‘em tournament Tuesday
night or yesterday will each be paid just over $1
million in ninth-place money, with a chance for
more at the final table that starts Nov. 8 at the Rio
All-Suite Hotel & Casino in Las Vegas.

The winner will claim $7.7 million and the

event’s coveted gold bracelet, joining poker leg-
ends like Doyle Brunson, Phil Hellmuth and Johnny
Chan as series champions.

The World Series of Poker has been crowning a
champion since 1970, when it was by invite-only at
Binion’s Horseshoe and the players voted on the
ultimate winner. Since then, only four players have
won the main event more than once.

The series started May 27 and includes 68 events
culminating with the main event. The main event
had fewer entries than last year. A guaranteed $10
million top prize was swapped for payouts to the
top 1,000 finishers instead, after players pushed
organizers to make the change. The series attracted
more than 100,000 entries for the first time, award-
ing $210.3 million in prize money, boosted largely
by this year’s Colossus event that cost $565 to enter
and attracted 22,374 entries. — AP

CHRISTCHURCH: The All Blacks pack has another
chance to shake out the cobwebs while a potentially
game-breaking combination will be blooded in mid-
field when New Zealand begin their Rugby
Championship campaign against Argentina tomor-
row. Mindful the World Cup opener against the
Pumas at Wembley Stadium is less than two months
away, coach Steve Hansen has stuck with close to his
best pack to take on the combative visiting forwards
at Rugby League Park in Christchurch.

It is the backline, however, that creates the most
interest with Ma’a Nonu, arguably in the form of his
life at inside centre, taking the number 13 shirt to
allow code-swapper Sonny Bill Williams to slot in
beside him. They will provide an immense punch in
the midfield to counteract Argentina’s rushing
defence, with Nonu’s straight running likely to benefit
from his partner’s ability to offload in the tackle.

Attention will also be focused on debutant winger
Waisake Naholo, who has impressed with a storming
Super Rugby season and could be a trump card in the
World Cup if he can step up to test level. Opponents
of the world champions in England might be more
than a little concerned at having to face the bulk and
pace of Naholo and the prolific Julian Savea out wide.

Israel Dagg has been retained at fullback despite
being one of the many players who looked rusty last
week in stifling conditions in Samoa, where the All
Blacks needed flyhalf Dan Carter’s place-kicking to get
them home 25-16. Carter and captain Richie McCaw
will be playing their final tests in front of their home
Canterbury crowd, although there will be precious lit-
tle sentiment if the All Blacks manage to lose their first
game to the Pumas in their 21st encounter.

Argentina will have taken heart from New
Zealand’s sloppy performance at the breakdown

against Samoa and experienced loose forwards Juan
Martin Fernandez Lobbe and Juan Manuel
Leguizamon are determined to provide another stern
test tomorrow. “We have put a massive amount of
detail into the breakdown,” Lobbe told reporters in
Christchurch this week. “Last year, we got the highest
percentage of quick ball.  Everyone talks that in inter-
national rugby, you have to have rucks cleared
between 0 and 3 seconds. We managed to get a lot of
it last year. For us, it’s very important.” Lobbe felt his
side were far better than they were when he led them
in their maiden Rugby Championship campaign three
years ago.

“We try to have a lot more than just the passion
and the energy,” he added. “We are trying to be well-
controlled and play our game plan. We are trying to
play a lot with the ball, be aggressive on defence and
attack. We are making little steps forward.” — Reuters

St Helens fullback 
looking to be a winner

All Blacks unleash linebreakers

Nine poker players left,
one will win $7.7 million

LAS VEGAS: Joseph McKeehen smiles after winning a pot at the World Series of Poker main
event on Tuesday. — AP
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LONDON: Australia’s Peter
Nevill dives to make a
catch during a nets session
a day ahead of the second
Ashes Test match against
England at Lord’s. — AP

LONDON: The cracks appear to be showing in the
normally-invincible Australian cricket team. The sec-
ond Ashes Test starting at Lord’s today follows hard
on the heels of England’s comfortable 169-run vic-
tory in the first game in Cardiff.

Australia’s most effective bowler in Cardiff,
Mitchell Starc, has been receiving injections in an
ankle injury and veteran wicketkeeper Brad Haddin
has withdrawn from the second match for what
Cricket Australia described as “family reasons.”   The
withdrawal means a test debut for New South
Wales wicketkeeper Peter Nevill.

Haddin faced criticism in Cardiff for dropping
Joe Root, who went on to score a crucial 134 in
England’s first innings. Root was on 0 when Haddin
put down the catch. Pace bowler Peter Siddle is
tipped to replace Starc if he does not recover.

Australia coach Darren Lehmann was clearly dis-
appointed with the placid wicket in Cardiff that
negated the bouncers used frequently in the past
to intimidate England’s batsmen. “I’d just like to be
able to bowl a bouncer on day one. That’d be nice,”
he said after the defeat in Wales.

The Lord’s strip is usually a perfect test wicket,
offering a reasonable amount of pace and height,
but does not have the bounciness often found in
wickets at London’s Oval or Australia’s WACA and
beloved by quick bowlers.

Having arrived in England tipped to easily retain
the Ashes, Australia is now facing criticism that its
squad is on its last legs, injury-plagued and general-
ly too old. Several of the tourists, notably allrounder
Shane Watson (34) and Haddin, looked awkward in
Cardiff and several other players are in their mid-
30s. England has already announced an unchanged
team to the one that surprised the Australians in
Cardiff. England’s new coach Trevor Bayliss has only
just started his job, and the team revealed a funda-
mental change in strategy in the series against New
Zealand earlier in the summer, with the aggressive
batting tactics delighting the fans. That experiment
started before Bayliss was appointed, and contin-
ued in Wales when the batters played with freedom
and real determination. Bayliss, an Australian,
advised his players to beware his countrymen when
they are cornered. “They don’t like losing,” he said
after the Cardiff game. “They have a proud record
and losing will mean they come out in the next

game trying to prove a point and trying to make up
for their performance in this match.” England cap-
tain Alastair Cook did not succeed with the bat in
Cardiff, but was widely praised for his tactics in the
field, especially the bowling changes and field
placements. The new generation of test batsmen -
Gary Ballance, Ben Stokes, Jos Buttler and Moeen Ali
- all scored good runs and showed little fear of
Australia’s three-man pace attack.

Resisting the temptation to bowl bouncers,
England’s pacemen bowled a full length, finding
swing that accounted for several Australians who
were tempted into driving far too often.

“You have to adapt. A lot of our plans went out of
the window when we saw the pace of the wicket,
because there’s no point constantly trying to get
someone’s edge when it isn’t going to carry,” Stuart
Broad said. 

“We had to think on our feet. I didn’t want to
waste a bouncer.” Australia lost fast bowler Ryan

Harris before the Ashes even began when a knee
injury forced him to announce his retirement from
cricket. Allrounder James Faulkner was not due to
play any part in the Ashes but may have been in
contention for a spot in the one-day team until
Tuesday, when he was charged in England, where he
has been playing the county game, with drink-dri-
ving. He will appear in court in England later this
month but Cricket Australia said he would not be
considered for limited overs games after the Ashes.

The two teams clearly like to needle each oth-
er. The latest barb was aimed by England fast
bowler James Anderson, who pointed to the
Australian players having turned down a post-
match beer in the England changing rooms in
Cardiff. The tradition of players enjoying a drink
after the game is widespread, but Australian play-
ers insisted they’d only sit down to sup with their
opponents at the end of the five-match Ashes
series in September. — AP

Confident England wary 
of Aussies Ashes backlash

NEW DELHI: Cricket organizers were in crisis
mode yesterday, weighing options for how to
keep the Indian Premier League afloat after a
Supreme Court-appointed committee
announced two-year bans on two of the top
clubs. Justice Lodha committee announced
the suspensions Tuesday on former champi-
ons Chennai Super Kings and Rajasthan
Royals while also proposing life bans for
Chennai team principal Gurunath Meiyappan
and Rajasthan co-owner Raj Kundra for bet-
ting on IPL games or being in contact with
illegal gamblers. Lodha’s committee ruled that
the clubs had to accept responsibility for the
actions of the officials. Reducing the league
from eight clubs to six would decrease the
number of matches in the six-week season
from 60 to 34, and would mean re-negotiating
contracts with broadcasters and the remain-
ing franchises because the tournament is
based on a revenue sharing model.

The IPL governing council, created by the
Board of Control for Cricket in India, has called
for a meeting Sunday to discuss the situation
amid pressure to restore credibility.

“It is essential ... to take all necessary steps
so as to restore the credibility of BCCI and
game of cricket in India,” Sharad Pawar, the
former head of India’s national cricket associa-
tion and the International Cricket Council,
wrote to BCCI president Jagmohan Dalmiya.”It
is necessary for the board to be proactive in
this matter and take all necessary actions to
clean the game of cricket.”

There was a widely-held perception that
the BCCI was shielding the team officials after
its own disciplinary committee had cleared
them of wrong doing. It took legal action by
the Cricket Association of Bihar which ulti-
mately led to action in the Supreme Court. A
committee led by Justice Mukul Mudgal inves-
tigated corruption in the Twenty20 league
and the Lodha committee was subsequently
formed to determine the appropriate punish-
ment. Meiyappan’s role at the Super Kings was
disputed initially. He was described as a “crick-
et enthusiast” early on by then BCCI president
Narainaswamy Srinivasan, his father-in-law,
who is now the chairman of the ICC. That
description was widely criticized as
Meiyappan was seen regularly in the team

dugout and player auctions.
Former IPL commissioner Lalit Modi, who

was expelled by the BCCI amid charges relat-
ing to the administrative and financial man-
agement of the competition, said the game’s
national governing body had failed its fans in
trying to cover up the scandal.

“BCCI cover up failed only because the
courts intervened,” Modi posted on Twitter.
Former BCCI president Inderjit Bindra posted
tweets saying Srinivasan should not be
allowed to continue as ICC chairman because
he’d tried to protect Meiyappan and the Super
Kings. The “BCCI should take immediate action
against him by withdrawing his nomination to
ICC,” Bindra said. Srinivasan “should step down
immediately, failing which (the) board should
take action.”

Bindra said two new teams should be
introduced in the next IPL season to ensure
the value of the league, which is estimated at
$ 4 billion, does not suffer. “To make IPL viable
BCCI could auction 2 more teams and after 2
years have IPL with 10 teams, as originally
intended,” Bindra said.

The BCCI, which will receive suggestions
for reform by Lodha’s committee, also has to
decide how to accommodate the prominent
and highly-paid players contracted to the two
banned clubs.

Chennai, a two-time champion and the
runner-up this year, is led by India captain
Mahendra Singh Dhoni and features New
Zealand captain Brendon McCullum, West
Indies allrounder Dwayne Bravo and South
Africa batsman Faf du Plessis.

Rajasthan, the inaugural IPL champ in
2008, is led by Australia’s Steve Smith, and
includes India batsman Ajinkya Rahane, and
New Zealand pace bowler Tim Southee.

The IPL scaled back to eight clubs from 10
after expansion club Kochi Tuskers was
scrapped for an alleged breach of contract in
2011 and Sahara Pune Warriors withdrew in
2013. The BCCI, which is currently considering
appealing a compensation award to the Kochi
franchise, announced yesterday that the
Champions League Twenty20 - an annual tour-
nament it helped launch in 2009 for the lead-
ing domestic teams from T20 competitions
around the world - would be canceled. — AP

What next? Indian cricket
trying to keep IPL afloat

SYDNEY: A guitar-strumming rocker when
not keeping wickets, Australia’s Peter Nevill
will hope to hit the right note when he makes
his surprise test debut against England in the
second Ashes match today. Brad Haddin’s
decision to skip the Lord’s test due to family
reasons has cleared the deck for Nevill’s test
debut and this is not the first time the 29-
year-old had to fill in for his mentor.

He flew to West Indies in 2012 as a reserve
for second-choice Matthew Wade when
Haddin was forced to return home due to his
daughter’s illness.

The competition with Wade for a playing
spot in the Victoria team prompted Nevill to
move to New South Wales in 2008 and that is
where he blossomed both with gloves and
bat and developed a close friendship with
Haddin. “Brad has had a massive impact on my
career, he’s always so generous with his time,”
Nevill, who often carries a guitar with him,
said during a News Corp interview in March.

“He’s helped me out a lot and he’s got a
great eye for wicketkeeping and understands
the technical aspects of it so well. “Just little
things like talking to him about scenarios or
mentally what he’s thinking and his keys as a
keeper. He’s certainly helped me become a

better wicketkeeper.” Nevill had his strongest
Sheffield Shield showing last season for NSW,
which earned him the Steve Waugh medal for
the state’s best player.

He scored 764 first-class runs at an aver-
age of over 76, including an unbeaten 235
against Tasmania in Hobart, and his form with
the bat meant he played as a regular batsman
for NSW when Haddin was available for
domestic cricket.

Nevill also had 34 Shield dismissals in the
last season, enough to earn a spot in the test
squad as the second keeper behind Haddin
on the tours of West Indies and the Ashes.

“I can always learn a lot from Hadds, but
this tour I’ve got to prepare to play,” Nevill
said. “I need to be on top of my game and
ready to go should that opportunity arise.”

Now that the opportunity has arrived, his
Australia team mate Peter Siddle was con-
vinced Nevill would make it count. “He’s
played well in the opportunities he’s had. His
record back home speaks for itself, he’s had a
couple of great years in first-class cricket,” said
Siddle, Nevill’s former Victoria team mate. “I
played a lot with him as a youngster, being a
Victorian boy. He gets his opportunity, I’ve got
no doubt he will be ready to go.” — Reuters

LONDON: The MCC world cricket committee
says dropping the World Cup to a 10-team
event “is a retrograde step.” The last two
Cricket World Cups, including this year’s in
Australia and New Zealand, hosted 14 teams.
The next two, in 2019 and 2023, have been
planned with only 10. The committee, follow-
ing a two-day meeting at Lord’s, recommends
12 with a “preliminary qualifying round.”

The committee said on Tuesday that 10-
team events are “a retrograde step that dam-
ages the potential for growth in cricket’s
developing nations,” and “is a handbrake for
the development of the sport.”

The committee, an independent think-tank
chaired by former England captain Mike
Brearley and including other past captains
Ricky Ponting, Rahul Dravid, and Shaun
Pollock, asked the International Cricket
Council to reconsider the number of sides.

It also backed Twenty20 for inclusion in the
Olympics. “The Olympics is a fundamental
opportunity for cricket,” the committee said,
and wouldn’t detract from its own world tour-
naments.

“Competing in an Olympic Games would
be ... a massive boost to developing cricket
nations, and give much greater exposure for
the sport to a new audience.”

The committee suggested the England and
Wales Cricket Board, notably president and ICC
representative Giles Clarke, had been a stum-
bling block to cricket’s Olympic ambitions, but
new chairman Colin Graves and new chief
executive Tom Harrison were willing to rethink
England’s position. Brearley welcomed their
open mind, and warned Clarke that as presi-
dent, he “is an employee of the board and has
to report to the board. He has to do what he’s
told.” —AP

Nevill swaps guitar for gloves

INDIA: In this photograph taken on May 12, 2012, Chennai SuperKings (CSK) captain
Mahendra Singh Dhoni (right) and CSK owner Gurunath Meiyappan attend the pres-
entation ceremony. — AFP

MCC proposes 12-team 
Cricket World Cup, not 10

NEW YORK: The US Open leapfrogged
Wimbledon as the richest grand slam event in
tennis as the United States Tennis Association
announced on Tuesday a 10.5 percent prize mon-
ey increase for next month’s championship.

The purse for the US Open will hit $42.3 mil-
lion, with the men’s and women’s singles winners
each pocketing $3.3 million. The All England Club
upped the Wimbledon prize money this year by
seven percent to 26.75 million pounds ($41.82m).

Singles winners Novak Djokovic and Serena
Williams each received 1.88 million pounds, just
under $3m at the current exchange rate.

With Tuesday’s announcement, the US Open
has inched ahead, based on the current exchange
rate, in what has become something of a wage
race.  Addit ional ly,  the top f inishers in the
Emirates Airline US  Open Series of events lead-
ing up to the grand slam are eligible for bonus
prize money.

In 2014, women’s singles champion Serena
Williams took home $4 million, the biggest single
payday in tennis history. She earned $3 million as
the US Open singles champion and a $1 million
bonus as the Open series champion.

“We continue our commitment to ensure that

the US Open offers one of the most lucrative purs-
es in all of sports,” USTA president and US Open
chairwoman Katrina Adams said in a statement.

“As we have stated, total player compensation
at the US Open will reach $50 million by 2017.”
For 2015, the singles remuneration for each
round will increase by at least 10 percent.

All  128 singles entrants are guaranteed
$39,500, with prize money almost doubling with
each victory. The payout for the doubles competi-
tion will increase by 8.4 percent overall, with the
men’s and women’s doubles champions earning
$570,000, the most ever at the US Open. —Reuters

US Open aces Wimbledon 
for grand slam prize money 

Nita Korhonen, Manager of
Women commission FIM said all
events happening in the Middle
East are due to the support and the
motivation of the FIM Deputy
President, Nasser Khalifa Al Attiya
and the region thanks him for all
those opportunities and the con-
tinuous help to promote women in
motorsport in every possible way.

“I am extremely happy that
the federations and manufactur-
ers are working so hard to get
more women into the motorcy-
cling. I was recently in Lebanon
where they organised their first
women in Motorcycling seminar.
Many Middle East countries are
really doing a lot at the moment
to improve the situation of
female riders and this is just bril-
liant, she said.“

Also many manufacturers are
at the moment manufacturing
more bikes that would attract
women as they realize how
important it is to get new target
groups. So a lot has happened
just in few years and I am so
grateful for all the efforts every-
one are doing at the moment!

As for me it’s not that impor-
tant to have girls or women in
motorcycling, but the most
important thing is that all the
people no matter what the gen-
der, are able to follow their
dreams, do what they want and
to have same possibilities as
everyone else. If a girl or a woman
wants to be involved in motorcy-
cling I definitely would encour-
age them to do so because this is
so much fun.

Manager of Women commission FIM
hails efforts of Nasser Al Attiyah
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MANCHESTER: Raheem Sterling became the
most expensive English footballer in history
when he signed for Manchester City from
Liverpool on a five-year contract, the England
forward’s new club announced on Tuesday.

The 20-year-old completed his move to the
2014 Premier League champions after passing a
medical in a deal worth an initial £44million but
could rise to £49 million ($76 million, 68 million
euro).  “It’s a good feeling and this is really happy
time for me and my family,” Sterling told City’s
official website late Tuesday. “I’m just glad it’s all
over and done with and I can’t wait to get on the
training field. “The thing that excites me the
most is the world class squad we have and
knowing we have a team that is capable of win-
ning things year in, year out.”

The forecast move away from Anfield
appeared imminent at the weekend as Sterling
stayed behind when Liverpool flew out for for
their tour of Thailand, Australia and Malaysia.

City manager Manuel Pellegrini rated his mar-
quee signing as “one of the best attacking play-
ers in world football”. The Chilean said: “He is a
young player with outstanding ability, and I am
sure the Manchester City fans will be very excit-
ed about seeing him in action for the team.”

A statement released on City’s official web-
site, www.mcfc.co.uk, confirmed:  “Manchester
City are delighted to announce Raheem Sterling
has joined the club on a five-year deal.

“The 20-year-old England international’s
transfer is a club record fee for an English player
and he also becomes City’s record signing.”

The Jamaican-born Londoner assumes the
most expensive English footballer mantle from
Andy Carroll, who moved from Newcastle to
Liverpool for £35 million but never lived up to
the tag. Sterling, who will wear the number sev-
en shirt, is now second only to Welshman Gareth
Bale on the all-time most expensive British play-
er chart. The headline capture brings the curtain
down on a long-running transfer saga involving
the England international who was under con-
tract at Liverpool until 2017. But he had rejected
a £100,000-a-week deal to extend his stay at
Liverpool, with the Reds finally accepting City’s
third bid of the close season.

Sterling joined Liverpool from Queens Park
Rangers in February 2010 for an initial fee of
£600,000, and the Loftus Road club will receive
20% of his fee.

Sterling’s arrival follows the lifting of financial
fair-play sanctions by UEFA against City, freeing
the club’s Abu Dhabi stakeholders of their finan-
cial shackles. Sterling will now fly out to meet up
with his new team-mates on tour in Australia
within the next 24 hours. News of his departure
from Anfield was also confirmed by Liverpool in
an announcement on their official website.

It said: “Liverpool Football Club can confirm
Raheem Sterling has completed a transfer to
Manchester City. The 20-year-old departs Anfield
after 129 appearances and 23 goals for the Reds.

“Liverpool FC wishes Raheem well.” On

Monday Liverpool boss Brendan Rodgers had
played down reports of a rift over the restless
forward.

“Contrary to probably the last week or so in
terms of what was written, Raheem and I have
always remained very strong in our relationship
and have been right up until we left. So there’s
no issue there,” he said from Bangkok.

In March, Sterling’s relationship with the
Liverpool hierarchy became particularly strained
when, in an interview with the BBC given with-
out the club’s approval, he confirmed he had

rejected the Reds’ latest contract offer. 
Sterling’s agent, Aidy Ward, then added to the

growing rift by saying his client would not sign a
new deal with Liverpool even for “£900,000 a
week”. Merseyside Police meanwhile have con-
firmed they are investigating Twitter threats
made towards Sterling and his three-year-old
daughter. “The language used in these tweets is
abhorrent,” a Merseyside Police spokesman told
the Liverpool Echo. “We are taking the incident
extremely seriously and an investigation by
detectives in Liverpool CID is ongoing. — AFP

Sterling completes record 
move to Manchester City

BUENOS AIRES: River Plate struggled to
break down a resolute Guarani side in
their Libertadores Cup semi-final on
Tuesday but they upped the tempo in the
second half to get the goals that give
them a 2-0 advantage to take into next
week’s return leg in Paraguay.

Guarani matched their rivals in a com-
petitive opening period but the home
side found a higher gear after the break.
Gabriel Mercado got the opener after 59
minutes when he seized on a knock down
from a corner to fire the ball home from
close range.

Rodrigo Mora got a second 13 minutes
later when he beat the offside trap and
then lifted a sublime chip over the keeper.

“The result was fair and it allows us the
chance to go to Paraguay with a two-goal
advantage without losing any goals,” River
Plate coach Marcelo Gallardo said.

“We were imprecise but we didn’t give
up and we were rewarded for keeping
plugging away.” “The tie isn’t over but it
gives us the tranquillity to go to Paraguay
with a favorable result.”

River Plate are aiming to win the com-
petition for a third time, while Guarani
have never won South America’s equiva-
lent of the Champions League.

The Buenos Aires club had the poorest
record of all 16 group qualifiers with just
one win in six games but they have
shown some steel since, eliminating city
rivals Boca Juniors and then beating
Brazilian side Cruzeiro 3-0 away from
home.

The winner of next Tuesday’s tie in
Asuncion will play either Internacional or
Mexican side Tigres in the final. The two
teams play their first leg in Porto Alegre
yesterday. — Reuters

LIVERPOOL: A picture taken on Augurst 17, 2014 shows Liverpool’s English midfielder Raheem
Sterling celebrating after scoring a goal.  — AFP

BUENOS AIRES: Argentina’s River Plate forward Rodrigo Mora celebrates after scor-
ing the team’s second goal against Paraguay’s Guarani during their Libertadores Cup
semifinal first leg football match. — AFP

River Plate defeat Guarani 

CAUTERETS: Poland’s Rafal Majka, last year’s
king of the mountains, won the 188km 11th
stage of the Tour de France after a solo break-
away in the Pyrenees yesterday.

Ireland’s Dan Martin came home second a
minute later with German champion
Emmanuel Buchmann in third at 1min 23sec.
Briton Chris Froome finished ninth in a 10-
man group just over five minutes back to
maintain the race leader’s yellow jersey.

American Tejay Van Garderen kept hold of
second spot at 2min 52sec with Nairo
Quintana third at 3min 09sec. It was Majka’s
third Tour stage win after a pair of successes in
the mountains last year as he won the polka-
dot jersey for the race’s best climber.

He was part of an eight-man breakaway
earlier in the day but attacked his companions
on the hors category Col du Tourmalet climb
with 50km to ride and never looked back.

Martin, who was not part of the initial sev-
en-man breakaway but made up almost four
minutes on his own to join the others, was ini-
tially dropped on the Tourmalet but came
back strongly to overhaul Serge Pauwels for
second spot. Belgian Pauwels cracked com-
pletely on the short third category climb just
before the finish and was also overtaken by
Buchmann. After Froome’s decimation of his
rivals on Tuesday it was a much calmer day in
the saddle for the overall contenders, until a
frantic last climb of the 6.4km third category
climb on the way into the finish in Cauterets.

An acceleration by Bauke Mollema saw reign-
ing champion Vincenzo Nibali dropped from
the yellow jersey group and the Italian, who
suffered badly on Tuesday, lost almost a
minute to drop out of the top 10, replaced by

Mollema. French hopes suffered another mis-
erable day as Jean-Christophe Peraud and
Thibaut Pinot-second and third overall last
year-were again distanced on the lower
slopes of the day’s toughest climb. — AFP

LONDON: Talks over a planned takeover
at Aston Villa by a consortium of investors
have collapsed, manager Tim Sherwood
said on Tuesday.

British media reported in May that a
group of investors led by former Chelsea
business director Paul Smith had made a
bid for the Premier League club of around
150 million pounds ($234.35 million).
American owner Randy Lerner, who com-
pleted a 62.6 million pounds takeover of
the club in 2006, put Villa up for sale in
May 2014 and said recently he would
stand down as club chairman whether or
not he managed to sell the club.

“I think it’s dead now, to be honest,”
Sherwood said on Sky Sports. “It was fairly
live, but I think the people who were talk-
ing are now not there. “The chairman is
picking it up and running with it now. I’m
not sure if anyone is too close now. Until
it’s done it’s never there.”

Villa, based in the city of Birmingham,
finished 17th in the Premier League last
season, one place above the relegation
zone.  They reached the FA Cup final, but

were beaten 4-0 by Arsenal at Wembley.
They have won the English title seven
times but the last of those triumphs came
in 1981. They won the European Cup in
the following season and their last major
trophy was the League Cup in 1996. Villa’s
Belgian striker Christian Benteke has been
strongly linked by British media with a
move to Liverpool, who now have money
in their pocket following the sale of
Raheem Sterling to Manchester City in a
deal worth up to 49 million pounds.

Benteke has a buyout clause in his con-
tract and Sherwood reiterated the club’s
stance that he would not be leaving
unless the clause was activated.

“I think Liverpool-I looked the other
day-have six or seven strikers at the club.
Now I’m not sure how many they actually
need,” Sherwood said.  “We know Christian
is a very good player and we want to keep
hold of him. “If someone matches that
buyout clause, there is nothing we can do
about it. But until that happens, he is an
Aston Villa player and we are all very
pleased about that.”  — Reuters

MOSCOW: Soccer fans at the 2018 World Cup
could find themselves sleeping on boats or
pitching tents in Soviet-era summer camps as
Russia reins in spending on the tournament by
cutting back on the number of hotels.

Back in 2010, when it won the right to host
the finals, Russia promised to provide 100,000
rooms for visiting supporters, far exceeding
the 60,000 required by soccer’s world govern-
ing body FIFA. Since then an economic down-
turn, worsened by a fall in global oil prices and
Western sanctions over Moscow’s role in the
Ukraine crisis, has forced Russia to scale back
its ambitions. The government in April axed
plans for 25 hotels to save 27 billion roubles
($475 million) and last month reduced its limit
on total spending on the tournament to 631.5
billion roubles, saving 30 billion roubles on
accommodation.

A source close to the organising committee
said planners had few other options to reduce
costs, and had discussed using boats to pro-
vide temporary bed spaces in host cities that
are near a river or the coast. “You can’t cut the
stadium, you can’t cut the training grounds,
but when you have 20-30 hotels of course
there is flexibility there,” the source said. But he
warned that cutting back on hotels could
mean fans have to make return trips of thou-
sands of kilometres on match days. The World
Cup will take place across 11 host cities, from
Kaliningrad on the Baltic Sea to Yekaterinburg,
1,700 km  east of Moscow on the border where
Europe meets Asia.

Organisers in Nizhny Novgorod, a host city
about 400 km (250 miles) east of Moscow, plan
to let fans stay in vacated university dormito-
ries and say budget cuts will not diminish the
accommodation on offer. “One legacy of the

Soviet Union is the Pioneer camps, used by
children in summer time” said Maxim
Podovinnikov, the region’s deputy trade and
industry minister, referring to the youth move-
ment in which red-scarved boys and girls were
brought up to revere Lenin and become good
Communists. “In the woods, near the rivers,
lakes and water areas, beautiful places. Those
places would be available,” he said.

During a tour of a construction site where a
five-star hotel is to stand, he told reporters: “In
Nizhny at least, we will have plenty of rooms
for everyone who wants to come... We don’t
expect any problems. In fact, you could say we
are ready now.”

World Cup planners will be anxious to
avoid the debacle with hotels at the Sochi
Winter Olympics last year, when some rooms
were being finished as athletes and journalists
queued to check in. Since the Games, critics
say luxury hotels have struggled to fill rooms
in the Black Sea resort, which is also a World
Cup venue. Sochi’s mayor said this week that
20,000 additional rooms were built for the
Olympics and hotel occupancy had been
around 76 percent since 2014.

“We hope to have one million fans here for
the World Cup,” Mayor Anatoly Pakhomov told
reporters. “We realise the significance of the
World Cup and it can only be good for the city,
its image, the tourist industry and the economy.”
There are signs that private operators, however,
are reluctant to invest in Russia’s struggling
hotel market. Andrey Yakunin, founding partner
of investment advisory firm VIY Management
which has investments in luxury and regional
hotel chains across Russia, said high interest
rates made building hotels specifically for the
World Cup unviable. —Reuters

Villa takeover deal 
dead, says Sherwood 

Fewer hotels, more
campsites as Russia

cuts World Cup costs

Majka wins Tour’s 11th stage

PAU: Poland’s Rafal Majka celebrates as he crosses the finish line of the eleventh stage of the
Tour de France cycling race. — AP

FRANCE: The race director leads the pack as they emerge from a tunnel during the ceremonial parade at the start of the eleventh stage of the
Tour de France cycling race. — AP
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TORONTO: Canada’s Marcus Haber is nearly kicked in the face by Costa Rica’s Francisco Calvo during a CONCACAF Gold Cup soccer match. — AP

Jamaica, Costa Rica advance in Gold Cup
KANSAS CITY: Jamaica scored a late winning goal
while Costa Rica needed only a scoreless draw as
both teams advanced from Group B to the quarter-
finals of the CONCACAF Gold Cup on Tuesday.

Jamaica’s Garath McCleary tapped in a rebound
in the 72nd minute to help his team beat El Salvador
1-0 and clinch the group with seven points.
McCleary’s second goal of the tournament set up a
quarter-final clash against Haiti.

El Salvador could have clinched a berth to the
quarter-finals with a win but could not score. The
Jamaicans prevailed despite needing three goal
keepers and lost Darren Mattocks to a second yellow
card in the 81st minute. Starting goalkeeper
Jermaine Taylor was injured in the opening minutes,
while replacement Dwayne Miller went down in the
23rd minute after taking a hit in the head. In the late
match, Canada continued their offensive struggles

in front of a partisan crowd in Toronto. Canada had a
great chance to end that drought in the 24th minute
when Dejan Jakovic’s throw-in set up an attempt by
Marcus Haber that was saved. The Canadians failed
to score in their three games at the tournament,
allowing Costa Rica to advance to the quarter-finals
with just three points.

Meanwhile, Jurgen Klinsmann spouted optimism
after the United States played Panama to a 1-1 draw
to wrap up the group stage of the Gold Cup, reason-
ing that despite a trio of sluggish performances the
Americans had still survived unbeaten.

That didn’t stop Klinsmann from shaking up his
roster less than 24 hours later. The coach chose to
add DaMarcus Beasley, Joe Corona and Alan Gordon
for the knockout rounds, which begin with the quar-
terfinals Saturday in Baltimore. Taking a seat are
Greg Garza, Alfredo Morales and Jozy Altidore, who

has been hampered by an ailing hamstring. Teams
could make up to six roster changes using their 35-
player preliminary list.

Altidore started the first two games in the group
stage but was substituted out of both. He was left
on the bench against Panama on Monday night. “We
believe that Jozy’s just not there yet. Jozy never real-
ly got into this tournament and never really picked
up the rhythm,” Klinsmann said in announcing the
changes Tuesday. “He’s just simply not in the shape
right now to help us.” Klinsmann said he knew that
Altidore might not be match fit when he selected
him for the Gold Cup, and that’s why Gordon was on
standby from the beginning. The Los Angeles Galaxy
striker made his only national team appearance in a
2012 World Cup qualifier against Antigua and
Barbuda; while he was on the Gold Cup roster two
years ago, he didn’t get into a match. Klinsmann said

that the addition of the 33-year-old Beasley will pro-
vide leadership and experience. The four-time World
Cup veteran captained the U.S. to the Gold Cup title
two years ago but had announced his retirement
from international competition.

“Having DaMarcus come into the team is huge,
because of his character, his giving nature, the spirit
he brings, but also the high quality he brings,”
Klinsmann said. 

“He brings a lot of experience into this group,
and he’s hungry. He’s still as hungry as Day 1 in his
career.” Corona, who scored twice in the Gold Cup
two years ago, was added for his experience against
teams from the Caribbean and Central America. He
also is proficient at maintaining possession, some-
thing the Americans have struggled to do. “In the
tournament now we need to produce results and
get things done. With Joe, we have that option to

bring him in now,” Klinsmann said. “With his great
technique, with his one-touch passing, he makes
things very easy and simple. I think it’s a great
opportunity to have Joe back, even if it hurts a little
bit for Alfredo, but that’s just part of the game.”

The US finished 2-0-1 atop Group A, though the
unblemished run wasn’t without stress. The
Americans scuffled to a 2-1 victory over Honduras
and needed a big play from Clint Dempsey for a 1-0
victory over Haiti. Still, Klinsmann chose to highlight
the quality of the group rather than his own team’s
shortcomings and insisted the US is trending
upward heading into the quarterfinals.

“We can improve still a lot, absolutely,” Klinsmann
said. “You can take the game apart and see that we
didn’t have the passing rhythm we needed. We
made mistakes. But we know we’re growing game to
game and that’s what this is all about.” —AP

Zola to coach
Qatar’s Al-Arabi

DOHA: Former Italy forward Gianfranco Zola said he has
taken a gamble in turning down management offers
from England and at home to take charge of Qatari side
Al Arabi.

The former Chelsea, Napoli and Parma playmaker
signed a two-year deal with the seven-times Qatari
champions on Tuesday, bringing with him another ex
Italian forward Pierluigi Casiraghi to assist.

“I know I’m taking a big gamble by leaving behind
offers from Italy and England and taking up a coaching
position in Qatar,” Zola, who was most recently working
as a television pundit in Qatar, was quoted as saying by
Doha Stadium Plus yesterday.

“It’s a calculated risk. I believe in myself, my staff and
the Arabi management. I’m not a total stranger to Qatar
either.  I’ve good knowledge of the Qatar Stars League
and its teams. I’ve a feeling we’ll do well.” Zola has strug-
gled for management success in England with West
Ham United and Watford and at home with Cagliari, who
sacked him in March.

The Italian joked he hoped his new bosses, who dis-
missed another former Chelsea player in Dan Petrescu
before finishing eighth in the 12-team league, would
add some star quality to the squad.

“If the club is willing to buy Lionel Messi for me,
that’ll be my first requirement. I’ll then be the happiest
man on earth,” he said.

“But for me, the real challenge is to improve the qual-
ity of local players. It’s key to our ability to win major
titles in the long run. Foreign players can only help to a
certain extent.  My staff is experienced at developing
raw talent. We can really make a difference.”  — Reuters

SINGAPORE: Teenager Chuba Akpom netted a hat-trick as
Arsenal reached the final of the invitational Asia Trophy
against Everton with a 4-0 win over a Singapore Select XI
at the National Stadium yesterday. The England under-20
international fired home a close range effort on the half-
hour, converted a 76th minute penalty and then complet-
ed his treble four minutes later to give the FA Cup holders
an emphatic win in the first match of their pre-season.

Jack Wilshere also converted a penalty for the Gunners
as they set up a meeting on Saturday against Everton, who
beat Stoke City in a penalty shootout earlier in the day fol-
lowing a goalless draw between the two Premier League
sides. Arsenal broke the deadlock after catching the home
side on the counter-attack on the half-hour mark. Alex
Iwobi’s pass picked out Wilshere on the right of the
Singapore box and although Baihakki Khaizan made a fine
tackle to halt the England international, Akpom picked up
the loose ball and blasted past goalkeeper Izwan Mahbud
from close range.

Akpom went close to adding a second in the 35th
minute when Iwobi sent him clear but Izwan was quickly
off his line to smother the youngster’s effort.

Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain managed to slide the ball
past Izwan on a one-on-one early in the second half but
saw his effort cleared off the line by Madhu Mohana.

However, the visiting side’s pressure eventually told
when they won a penalty in the 61st minute after Mathieu
Debuchy went down under challenge by Sirina Camara and
Wilshere made no mistake from the spot as he sent Izwan
the wrong way. With the home side tiring, Arsenal won
another penalty in the 76th minute after Izwan brought
down Jon Toral and Akpom fired home to make it 3-0.

The 19-year-old rounded off his excellent evening by

netting his third goal and Arsenal’s fourth with 10 minutes
left after rising unmarked to head home a Hector Bellerin
cross. Earlier yesterday, Tim Howard made a crucial save to
deny Marco Van Ginkel in a shootout after a 0-0 stalemate
between Everton and Stoke.

The American goalkeeper got a strong hand to turn
away the Dutch midfielder’s effort in the second round of
spot kicks before Phil Jagielka found the top right corner
with Everton’s final attempt to seal a 5-4 victory for the
Toffees. — AFP

Arsenal, Everton 
in Singapore final

SINGAPORE: Arsenal’s Jon Toral (right) vies for the ball with Singapore Selection’s Fazrul Nawaz during their soccer match for
the Barclays Asia Trophy. — AP
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WASHINGTON: Federal Reserve Chair Janet
Yellen sees a number of encouraging signs
that the economy is reviving after a brutal
winter and says if the improvements stay on
track, the Fed will likely start raising interest
rates later this year.

Delivering the Fed’s mid-year economic
outlook to Congress, Yellen said yesterday the
importance of the first rate hike should not
be over-emphasized because interest rates
are likely to remain at very low levels “for
quite some time after the first increase.” The
Fed’s benchmark rate has been at a record
low near zero since December 2008, meaning
that borrowing rates for consumers and busi-
nesses have been at historic lows. Many
economists believe the Fed’s first rate hike
will occur in September, but they see at most
only two quarter-point moves this year.

“If the economy evolves as we expect, eco-

nomic conditions likely would make it appro-
priate at some point this year to raise the fed-
eral funds target,” Yellen said in prepared
remarks. The funds rate, the Fed’s key policy
lever, has not been lifted in nearly a decade.

Yellen stressed that her outlook is based
on the expectation that the labor market
will continue to improve and inflation will
begin to move closer to the Fed’s 2 percent
target for annual price gains. Inflation is
currently running lower than the pace the
Fed believes is optimal for a healthy econo-
my,

A decision to raise rates,  Yellen said,
“will signal how much progress the econo-
my has made in healing from the trauma of
the financial crisis.” Yellen noted a number
of areas that had improved.

The unemployment rate  dropped in
June to a seven-year low of 5.3 percent.

She also cited “noticeable declines” over
the past year in the number of long-term
unemployed - people who have been out
of work six months or longer - and in the
n u m b e r  o f  p e o p l e  wo r k i n g  p a r t - t i m e
because they can’t find full-time jobs. But
she said problems with the labor market
remained, including anemic wage growth.

Many of  the problems that  sent  the
economy into reverse in the January-March
quarter appeared to be waning, she said.
“Consumer spending has picked up and
sales of motor vehicles in May and June
were strong,” Yellen said, also noting recent
improvements in home construction.

But she described business investment
and export sales as weak. Investment has
been hurt by spending cutbacks by energy
companies responding to falling energy
prices, and exports have suffered by the ris-

ing value of the dollar, which makes US
goods less competitive in foreign markets.

Yellen listed foreign developments as one
of the key uncertainties that could weigh on
US growth in coming months. “The situation
in Greece remains difficult,” she said. “And
China continues to grapple with the chal-
lenges posed by high debt, weak property
markets and volatile financial conditions.”

Antic ipat ing tough quest ions from
Republican lawmakers over the Fed’s powers
and what critics see as excessive secrecy,
Yellen described a number of steps the cen-
tral  bank has taken in recent years  to
become more transparent. She said the Fed
holds press conferences after four of its
eight meetings each year and has increased
the frequency that it updates its economic
forecasts.

“The Federal Reserve ranks among the

most transparent central banks,” Yellen said.
But she added that efforts to increase open-
ness “no matter how well intentioned must
avoid unintended consequences” that could
undermine the Fed’s ability to conduct poli-
cy. The Fed, responding to the 2008 financial
crisis and the worst economic downturn in
seven decades, expanded its balance sheet
by purchasing trillions of dollars in bonds
and took other aggressive actions to lower
interest rates and battle high unemploy-
ment. The moves triggered criticism that the
Fed has become too powerful and is too
secretive and unaccountable. Lawmakers in
both the House and Senate have introduced
legislation to rein in the Fed’s independ-
ence, measures that the central bank have
warned could damage the independence
the Fed needs to maintain its credibility with
financial markets.  —AP

First US rate hike later this year: Yellen
Fed says economy on track, defends ‘transparency’

WASHINGTON, DC: Federal Reserve Board Chairwoman Janet Yellen arrives for testimony before the House Financial Services Committee yesterday in Washington, DC. —AFP

KUWAIT: Ahli United Bank announced its
results and financial statements for the first
half ending on 30 June 2015, following the
endorsement of the statements by the
bank’s Board of Directors and the approval
of the Central Bank of Kuwait. The results
showed improvement .

On this occasion, the, said  “The net profit
for 1H2015 reached KD 25.5 million. Ahli
United Bank’s profits are driven by its core
businesses of Corporate, Retail, Private
Banking and Treasury. The net operating
income (after provisions) reached KD 43.2
million recording an increase of 3percent, as
compared with KD 42.1 million recorded
during 1H2014”. 

Dr Al-Mudhaf went on to say that, “The
financing portfolio growth in all its compo-
nents, reaching KD 2,594 million, an
increase of 4.6percent as compared with
KD 2,480Mn achieved at the end of 2014,
thereby driving the bank’s total assets to
rise to KD 3,753 million, or 4.3percent, com-
pared with their level of 2014 which was
KD 3,597 million.”

Total deposits increased to KD 3,353 mil-
lion, compared with KD 3,210 million as at
the end of 2014, up by 4.5percent. It is to

be taken into consideration that the
returns on customer investment accounts
are deemed amongst the highest in the
local market, whereby the six-month
investment deposit return rate reached
1.09percent p.a. and the annual investment
saving accounts return rate reached
1.18percent p.a., noting that Ahli United
Bank is distinguished by distributing profits
quarterly to depositors according to the
results of the bank’s operations  during the
reporting period.

The  financial statements showed strong
levels of liquidity and capitalization as the
Capital Adequacy Ratio recorded 15.1per-
cent which is higher than the Central Bank
of Kuwait mandatory level of 12.5percent. 

Ahli United Bank reaffirmed its market
leadership in providing highest values to its
shareholders and reported robust equity
performance indicators hence sharehold-
ers’ equity continued to be strong. The
Earnings Per Share (EPS) for 1H2015 record-
ed 18 fils and Return on Average Assets
posted 1.3percent whilst return on Average
Equity achieved 15.3percent for the
1H2015.  

Dr Al-Mudhaf added; “Ahli United Bank’s

result in the first half of this year reinforces
the established position of the bank. This
makes us more ambitious and to look for-
ward to a promising future when the bank
will be in the lead of financial institutions,
supporting the development and growth
of the economy in Kuwait.  As a pioneer in
Islamic Banking in this market, the bank is

driven by product innovation, technology
and integrated solutions and services and,
above all, achieving customer satisfaction.
At the same time, we confirm our commit-
ment to these continued endeavors to gen-
erate sound  returns to our shareholders
and depositors and providing the best
products and services for our customers”.

Dr Al-Mudhaf concluded by saying,  “We
extend our thanks and appreciation to
Central Bank of Kuwait, the Capital Markets
Authority and to our loyal and valued cus-
tomers. I would also like to thank the man-
agement and staff for their untiring efforts
to ensure the continued success of the bank
in a challenging and competitive market”.

Ahli United Bank has obtained a credit
rating from “Fitch” which affirmed the
bank’s credit strength on the Long-Term
and Short-Term to ‘A+’ and ‘F1’ respectively
with a stable Outlook.

The international magazine “ The
Banker” awarded “Best Private Banking
Services” in Kuwait award for the year 2014
to Ahli United Bank and also awarded the
bank for the third consecutive year the
award of “The Best Islamic Bank in Kuwait
2015”.

Ahli United Bank maintains its market 
leadership in terms of RoE and RoA

Ahli United Bank Chairman Dr
Anwar Al-Mudhaf

Gulf markets 
edge up, Dubai’s 
DP World soars

DUBAI: Gulf stock markets edged up in early trade yes-
terday, supported by rebounding oil prices and second-
quarter earnings. Oil rose late on Tuesday and was steady
in Asian trade yesterday after it became apparent that the
Iranian nuclear deal would not immediately remove sanc-
tions. Dubai’s index added 0.9 percent as heavyweight
Emaar Properties rose 1.5 percent. Port operator DP
World, which trades on the smaller NASDAQ Dubai
exchange, surged 6.5 percent to $23.65.

As a leading logistics firm, DP World could benefit
from the eventual lifting of sanctions against Iran. Also, JP
Morgan this week raised its target price for the stock to
$25.80 from $19.40 and upgraded it to “overweight” from
“neutral”, citing an improved revenue outlook. Nomura
on Wednesday resumed coverage of DP World with a
“buy” rating. Abu Dhabi’s index climbed 0.3 percent and
developer Aldar Properties rose 1.9 percent after saying it
had generated sales worth 1.9 billion dirhams ($517.3
million) in the first half of the year. The company has yet
to report its second-quarter profit figures.

Qatar’s bourse inched up 0.1 percent and Commercial
Bank of Qatar, up 1.1 percent, was the main support.  The
lender posted a net profit of 589 million riyals ($161.8 mil-
lion) on Tuesday, up 17.3 percent year-on-year and ahead
of the 495.2 million riyals average forecast.
Petrochemicals giant Industries Qatar, whose profits are
sensitive to oil prices, edged up 0.4 percent. —Reuters



DUBAI: Emirates NBD (ENBD), Dubai’s largest lender,
posted a 26 percent rise in second-quarter net profit
yesterday, slightly missing analysts’ forecasts, helped by
rises in income from loans and fees and smaller impair-
ment charges. The lender, 55.6-percent owned by state
fund Investment Corp of Dubai, made a profit of 1.65
billion dirhams ($449 million) in the three months to
June 30, compared to 1.31 billion dirhams in the same
period of 2014, according to Reuters calculations.

ENBD didn’t provide a quarterly breakdown in its
first-half results filing, so Reuters calculated figures for
the three months using previous financial statements.

An average of six analysts polled by Reuters had fore-
cast a net profit of 1.69 billion dirhams for the second
quarter. ENBD has benefited from robust growth in
Dubai, where a diversified economy has helped cushion
the fallout from weak oil markets. Still, business activity
expansion in the United Arab Emirates’ non-oil private
sector slowed to a 22-month low in June, the bank’s
own corporate survey showed. For the first half of 2015,
ENBD reported a net profit of 3.32 billion dirhams, up 41
percent from a year earlier, it said in a statement.

The bank was helped by a 9 percent rise in net inter-
est income during the first half of the year to 4.9 billion
dirhams.  Loan growth swelled by 6 percent over the
same period to 256.2 billion dirhams at the end of June
30. The bank has been helped by an easing of its debt
woes, including the reclassification last year of its Dubai
World debt as performing.

Impairment al lowances reached 1.99 bil l ion
dirhams during the six months to the end of June, an
improvement of 24 percent from the same period of
last year. —Reuters

Egypt’s Suez Canal 
revenue falls to $431.6m

CAIRO: Egypt’s revenue from the Suez Canal fell to
$431.6 million in June from $449.6 million in May, a
government website said yesterday. The canal, the
fastest shipping route between Europe and Asia, is
one of Egypt’s main sources of foreign currency.

Price of Kuwaiti crude 
oil drops to $53.77 

KUWAIT: Price of Kuwaiti crude oil dropped by
94 cents to $53.77 yesterday, as compared to
$54.71 per barrel the previous day, according to
Kuwait Petroleum Corporation (KPC).  In the
international markets, the Brent crude rose by 21
cents to $58.72 per barrel. American crude price
climbed 28 cents to $53.32 pb. The Brent rose
amid forecast resumption of Iran’s oil exports, as
a result of the Vienna nuclear deal. Meanwhile,
US crude reserves dropped 7.3 million barrels in
the week ending on July 10, reaching 460.6 mil-
lion barrels. 

News
i n  b r i e f

Cheaper oil helps slash 
Morocco’s trade deficit 

RABAT: Morocco’s trade deficit fell 24 percent to 77
billion dirhams ($7.87 billion) in the first half of 2015
compared with the same period last year, thanks to
lower energy import prices as oil prices fell, the for-
eign exchange regulator said yesterday. The trade gap
was down from 101.36 billion dirhams at the end of
June 2014, as energy imports fell by 32 percent from a
year earlier to 34.70 billion dirhams. Wheat import
prices fell 30 percent as the local harvest hit a record
high this year. Total exports rose 6.4 percent from a
year earlier to 110.43 billion dirhams. Tourism receipts
dropped 6.6 percent, while remittances from the 4.5
million Moroccans living abroad rose 5 percent.
Foreign direct investment jumped 20 percent to 16.9
billion dirhams.  

Moody’s upgrades Egypt’s 
banking system’s outlook 

CAIRO: Moody’s Investors Service says it has
upgraded Egypt’s banking system outlook to sta-
ble from negative, expecting the sector’s operat-
ing conditions to improve as economic growth
accelerates and the government pushes through
with economic reforms. The credit rating agency
says in a statement yesterday that it expects
Egypt’s economy to expand 5 percent in the fiscal
year ending June 2016, from an expected 4.5 per-
cent in the previous fiscal year. Moody’s says it
expects those changes to lead to rising consumer
confidence and more business investments,
which would increase loan growth from banks.
The agency says its estimated uptick in economic
growth “will mainly be driven by large, govern-
ment-led infrastructure projects, increased for-
eign investment, and a rise in tourism.” 
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EXCHANGE RATES

Bahrain Exchange Company

Al-Muzaini Exchange Co.

Dollarco Exchange Co. Ltd

ASIAN COUNTRIES
Japanese Yen 2.463
Indian Rupees 4.787
Pakistani Rupees 2.982
Srilankan Rupees 2.269
Nepali Rupees 2.992
Singapore Dollar 223.770
Hongkong Dollar 39.173
Bangladesh Taka 3.903
Philippine Peso 6.723
Thai Baht 8.938

GCC COUNTRIES
Saudi Riyal 81.017
Qatari Riyal 83.455
Omani Riyal 789.110
Bahraini Dinar 806.830
UAE Dirham 82.716

ARAB COUNTRIES
Egyptian Pound - Cash 42.375
Egyptian Pound - Transfer 39.022
Yemen Riyal/for 1000 1.418
Tunisian Dinar 155.320
Jordanian Dinar 428.640
Lebanese Lira/for 1000 2.038
Syrian Lira 2.165
Morocco Dirham 31.466

EUROPEAN & AMERICAN COUNTRIES
US Dollar Transfer 303.650
Euro 335.530
Sterling Pound 471.570
Canadian dollar 238.910
Turkish lira 114.670
Swiss Franc 320.980
Australian Dollar 226.520
US Dollar Buying 302.450

CURRENCY BUY SELL
Europe
Belgian Franc 0.007919 0.008919
British Pound 0.468003 0.477003
Czech Korune 0.004303 0.016303
Danish Krone 0.040606 0.045606
Euro 0.327929 0.335929
Norwegian Krone 0.033179 0.038379
Romanian Leu 0.075479 0.075479
Slovakia 0.009058 0.019058
Swedish Krona 0.031517 0.036517
Swiss Franc 0.313679 0.323879
Turkish Lira 0.113962 0.120962

Australasia
Australian Dollar 0.218192 0.229692
New Zealand Dollar 0.196725 0.206225

America
Canadian Dollar 0.232416 0.240916
US Dollars 0.299400 0.303900

US Dollars Mint 0.299900 0.303900

Asia
Bangladesh Taka 0.003558 0.004158
Chinese Yuan 0.047497 0.050997
Hong Kong Dollar 0.037065 0.039815
Indian Rupee 0.004711 0.005101
Indonesian Rupiah 0.000019 0.000025
Japanese Yen 0.002370 0.002550
Kenyan Shilling 0.002973 0.002973
Korean Won 0.000255 0.000270
Malaysian Ringgit 0.076747 0.082747
Nepalese Rupee 0.003044 0.003214
Pakistan Rupee 0.002806 0.003086
Philippine Peso 0.006681 0.006961
Sierra Leone 0.000072 0.000078
Singapore Dollar 0.219043 0.225043
South African Rand 0.018502 0.027002
Sri Lankan Rupee 0.001866 0.002446
Taiwan 0.009655 0.009835
Thai Baht 0.008684 0.0009234

Arab
Bahraini Dinar 0.798577 0.806577
Egyptian Pound 0.040193 0.043023
Iranian Riyal 0.000084 0.000085
Iraqi Dinar 0.000189 0.000249
Jordanian Dinar 0.423765 0.431265
Kuwaiti Dinar 1.000000 1.000000
Lebanese Pound 0.000151 0.000251
Moroccan Dirhams 0.019874 0.043874
Nigerian Naira 0.000920 0.001555
Omani Riyal 0.782300 0.787980
Qatar Riyal 0.082653 0.083866
Saudi Riyal 0.080297 0.080997
Syrian Pound 0.001286 0.001506
Tunisian Dinar 0.151486 0.159486
Turkish Lira 0.113962 0.120962
UAE Dirhams 0.081651 0.082800
Yemeni Riyal 0.001372 0.001452

UAE Exchange Centre WLL

CURRENCIES TELEX TRANSFER PER 1000
Australian Dollar 207.36
Canadian Dollar 244.46
Swiss Franc 326.18
Euro 338.38
US Dollar 303.50
Sterling Pound 475.10
Japanese Yen 2.51
Bangladesh Taka 3.896
Indian Rupee 4.778
Sri Lankan Rupee 2.265
Nepali Rupee 2.986
Pakistani Rupee 2.980
UAE Dirhams 82.51
Bahraini Dinar 805.57
Egyptian Pound 39.66
Jordanian Dinar 431.16
Omani Riyal 787.12
Qatari Riyal 83.58
Saudi Riyal 80.85

Rate for Transfer Selling Rate
US Dollar 303.000
Canadian Dollar 241.660
Sterling Pound 471.625
Euro 339.520
Swiss Frank 285.785
Bahrain Dinar 804.990
UAE Dirhams 82.875
Qatari Riyals 90.865

Saudi Riyals 81.605
Jordanian Dinar 427.375
Egyptian Pound 38.623
Sri Lankan Rupees 2.269
Indian Rupees 4.779
Pakistani Rupees 2.978
Bangladesh Taka 3.890
Philippines Pesso 6.703
Cyprus pound 577.685
Japanese Yen 3.465
Syrian Pound 2.605
Nepalese Rupees 3.985
Malaysian Ringgit 80.765
Chinese Yuan Renminbi 49.180
Thai Bhat 9.910
Turkish Lira 118.725

GOLD
20 gram 234.150
10 gram 119.770
5  gram 60.570

LONDON: Oil prices fell  yesterday as
investors digested the likely impact of
increasing Iranian fuel exports at a time of
heavy oversupply. A milestone nuclear deal
reached on Tuesday between six world
powers and Iran will mean sanctions that
have limited sales of Iranian oil for several
years are likely to be lifted in early 2016.

An official at the National Iranian Oil
Company said on yesterday that Iran’s oil
production can increase by 500,000-
600,000 barrels per day (bpd), confirming
the prospect of a ramp-up in supply from a
nation that holds some of the world’s
largest oil reserves.

Iran can reach its pre-sanctions level of 4
million bpd within six to twelve months if
there is enough demand, he said. Most
analysts agree that first Iranian oil exports
could enter the global market in early 2016,
but their estimated additional volumes
vary between 300,000 and 700,000 bpd.

Analysts at Goldman Sachs estimate Iran
could supply and extra 200,000-400,000
bpd in 2016 on top of a release of 20-40

million barrels from floating storage.
“We view the 2016 prospects for higher

OPEC production, including from Iran, as a
growing downside risk to our oil price fore-
cast,” Goldman Sachs analysts said in a note
to clients. Goldman’s current forecast is for
Brent to average $58 a barrel in 2015 and
for $62 next year, while it expects US  crude
to average $52 and $57 respectively this
year and next year.

By 1104 yesterday Brent crude was
down 50 cents at $58.01 a barrel.  US
futures fell 35 cents to $52.69. Iran, a mem-
ber of the Organization of the Petroleum
Exporting Countries, exported almost 3
million bpd of crude at its peak before
Western sanctions reduced shipments to
about a million bpd over the past two and
a half years. Traders are also keeping an eye
on China for clues to the health of the
economy. A savage correction shaved
about 30 percent off the country’s stock
market in the past month before Beijing
support measures helped to stem the tide.

China, one of the world’s top energy

consumers, reported stable economic
growth on yesterday at an annual rate of 7
percent. French bank Natixis said there was
a risk of oil prices falling further if China’s
economy slows while global oil production
stays close to record highs. 

Output boost
The National Iranian Oil Company

(NIOC) is set to increase production from all
oilfields this year and can reach its pre-
sanctions output capacity of 4 million bar-
rels per day if there is sufficient market
demand, a top Iranian oil official told a
newspaper yesterday.

Iran and six major world powers
reached a landmark nuclear deal on
Tuesday, clearing the way for an easing of
international sanctions on Tehran and
higher oil exports. “We want to reach to our
pre-sanctions capacity. We tested a produc-
tion increase in the main oilfields last year,”
Roknoldin Javadi, NIOC managing director
told Iran’s Shargh newspaper. “This year we
have been ordered to increase production

in all fields.”
He said it might take six months to a

year until Iran can claim its previous posi-
tion in the global oil market. “Iran’s oil pro-
duction capacity was 4 million barrels a day
before the sanctions. We can reach that if
there is demand in the market,” Javadi told
Shargh.

Iran can increase oil output by 500,000
to 600,000 bpd and the main market tar-
geted for the extra supplies will be South
East Asia, he added.

Oil Minister Bijan Zanganeh said last
month that Iran was aiming to add 500,000
barrels per day (bpd) to production within
two months of easing Western sanctions
that have halved shipments in recent years,
and as much as 1 million bpd in six to sev-
en months. But years of underinvestment
mean Iran may struggle to get its oil indus-
try anywhere near full potential, analysts
say. It will also take time for Tehran to raise
output as nuclear inspectors verify Iran’s
compliance with the terms of any deal and
sanctions are slowly removed. — Reuters

LONDON: Demand for Islamic bonds
issued by the International Islamic
Liquidity Management Corp (IILM) is
growing, signaling widening popular-
ity for a program designed as a cross-
border tool for Islamic banks to man-
age their liquidity needs.

The Kuala Lumpur-based body is a
likely beneficiary of a decision by
Malaysia’s central bank to wind down

its own sales of sukuk, which could in
turn spur the IILM to expand its $3
billion issuance program. A boost in
demand could help widen the mem-
bership base of the IILM and encour-
age regulators across Asia and the
Middle East to approve the use of
IILM sukuk by their Islamic banks.

Yesterday, the IILM sold $860 mil-
l ion wor th of  three -month sukuk

attracting $1.7 billion in bids, bring-
ing the total amount of IILM sukuk
outstanding to $2.7 billion, according
to regulatory filings. 

This is above bids received for pre-
vious auctions for IILM sukuk of simi-
lar size and tenor: Auctions in April of
this year and in July of last year drew
$1.1 billion worth of bids each.

Demand has also increased for

six-month tenors of IILM sukuk. A
$500 million deal in May attracted
$1.1 billion in bids, compared with
a $400 mil l ion auction in August
that attracted $652 million in bids.
The I ILM, a consortium of central
banks from Asia,  the Middle East
and Africa, began issuing sukuk in
August of 2013 under an issuance
program which permits maturities

of up to one year.
Since then, the IILM has sought to

widen its  membership although it
has yet to attract any new sharehold-
ers, while in October it added Qatar’s
Barwa Bank as its tenth primary deal-
e r  t o  h a n d l e  i t s  s u k u k  p r o g r a m .
Growing popular i t y  of  I ILM sukuk
c o u d  a l s o  i m p r o v e  i t s  s e c o n d a r y
market activity. — Reuters

Demand grows for Islamic finance body IILM sukuk

Oil falls on prospect of 
higher Iranian exports

Iran exports to rise 400,000 bpd in 2016: Goldman

ATHENS: A woman walks past a closed pharmacy in central Athens yesterday during a 24-hour public
sector worker and pharmacist’s strike. Greece gears up for a crucial parliamentary vote on draconian
reforms demanded by euro-zone creditors in exchange for a huge new bailout, in what could be Prime
Minister Alexis Tsipras’s toughest political test yet. — AFP 

Dubai’s ENBD profit up
on rising income fees



KUWAIT: Increased expectations of a US rate hike has seen
GCC bond yields pick up, while CDS rates continued to ease
as sentiment improved during 2Q15.Yields appear to have
shrugged off earlier concerns about fiscal vulnerabilities in
the GCC; instead, yields are now being driven by the
prospects of at least one increase in the US policy rate
before the end of this year thanks to indications of a steady
recovery in the US. Meanwhile, the stock of outstanding
debt was flat, led by the financial sector in its compliance
with new capital regulations. A robust economic outlook will
likely see debt activity pick up this year.

With fears of sharp slowdowns in GCC economic growth
diminished, the increased prospects of a US rate hike before
the end of the year is pushing GCC rates higher. Intentions to
maintain healthy government spending levels despite lower
oil prices, coupled with a robust economic outlook have
helped assuage fears, bringing GCC rates down at the start
of the second quarter of 2015. Yields climbed, however, in
the latter part of the second quarter as a slew of positive US
economic data increased the chances that the Federal
Reserve will move to increase its key policy rate before the
end of 2015. Sovereign yields on five year paper stood at
1.88percent, 3.65percent, 3.23percent, and 2.38percent, for
Abu Dhabi, Bahrain, Dubai, and Qatar, respectively, by end
2Q15.

Credit default swaps (CDS) for all GCC countries contin-

ued their decline, reflecting the ongoing improvement in
investor sentiment. The Dubai CDS benefitted the most from
the resurging confidence, shaving off 21 points over the
quarter, thanks to Dubai’s steady fundamentals and fiscal
prospects. Bahrain’s CDS, which had seen its rate rise in
1Q15,experienced a decline of 12 basis points; still, the rate
remains high due to a still vulnerable fiscal position. Abu
Dhabi, Saudi, and Qatar each saw CDS rates drop by 10, 16,

and 18 basis points, respectively. GCC debt issuance was flat
in 2Q15 compared to the previous quarter, slowing net
growth in the stock of debt to 1.48percent year-on-year
(y/y).Outstanding debt saw a net increase of only $4 billion
to $269billion.The issuance of fresh debt remains weaker
than a year ago, at $9.1 billion; once again, weaker issuance
by the non-financial sector was part of the reason. The finan-
cial sector continued to lead issuance activity in 2Q15 as

more banks are complying with new capital regulations.
Meanwhile, public sector issuance was led by Oman.

GCC debt issuance is still expected to recover this year,
with borrowing needs likely to rise. In the current environ-
ment of lower oil prices, governments are expected to issue
debt to finance rising fiscal deficits. The region’s robust eco-
nomic outlook and substantial capital spending plans, means
private borrowing needs are expected to remain large.

GCC bond yields pick up on US rate hike expectations
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ATHENS: Greece has a tentative res-
cue deal, but relief that it is not falling
out of the euro is unlikely to last long:
its economy has taken a huge hit.
Months of political brinkmanship,
uncertainty and bank closures have
hurt companies and brought every-
day business to a standstill. And new
economic measures meant to secure
the bailout are forecast to put the
country, which emerged last year
from six years of economic decline,
through more misery.

“No one is producing. No one is
buying. Everyone is scared,” said 59-
year-old Dimitris Farmakis, who has a
cloth-making firm in Athens. On top
of a slump in demand, Farmakis’ busi-
ness is hit hard by a government limit
on money transfers that makes it
impossible to buy supplies from over-
seas. He’s cut down on production
and given his staff time off.

“In a few weeks we won’t be pro-
ducing due to these shortages,”
Farmakis said. Farmakis’ woes are
commonplace in an economy that
analysts estimate will contract by
about 4 percent this year.

That’s a big reverse from just six
months ago, when it had emerged
from one of the most savage reces-
sions the developed world has seen in
modern history. Its public finances
were also healing and the country was
even considering financing itself once
again on international bond markets.

Rip up that script. Greece fell back
into recession in the spring amid
growing uncertainty over the coun-
try’s future in the euro in the wake of

the election triumph of the radical left
Syriza party in January. As the bailout
talks dragged on, concerns became
more acute and the recession deep-
ened, evidence suggests. The govern-
ment’s decision over two weeks ago
to shutter all banks, impose limits on
cash withdrawals at ATMs for Greeks,
and restrict electronic transfers
abroad dealt a huge blow to an econ-
omy that was already reeling.

Bankruptcies are on the rise: bad
loans on banks’ books are expected to
surge to account for 40-45 percent of
all  loans, from 35 percent in
December, according to Moody’s
credit rating agency. Money has been
pulled out in droves from the country
over the past months of uncertainty.
Deposits hit an 11-year low in May
and analysts say it will take time for
investors to find the courage to plow
money back into the country, even if it
has a rescue deal. The public debt
load is unsustainable at around 180
percent of GDP - or 320 billion euros -
and forecast to rise over the next two
years as the economy weakens, the
International Monetary Fund warned
this week.

Meanwhile, the budget savings the
government will have to make to get
the financial bailout from its European
creditors will hurt economic growth.
They include, among other things, tax
increases that are likely to dent
spending. “Greece has already gone
through (a) depression,” said Megan
Greene, chief economist at Manulife
Asset Management. “This ensures
they’ll go through three more years of

recession if it’s implemented.”
The Greek government, and many

experts, say the bailout deal is needed
to avoid the even worse scenario of a
complete collapse in Greece’s banks,
which would push the country out of
the euro. Economists estimate that if
Greece falls out of the currency union,
its economy could shrink by another
10 or 20 percent. The government
also notes that the bailout deal will
ensure the country’s funding for three
years and includes a promise to light-
en its debt burden.

In the short-term, it is needed to
help the banks reopen, a priority for
the economy to start breathing again.
Imports in Greece have been ham-
mered by the limits on money trans-
fers that the government imposed
two weeks ago to prevent a bank run.
Business owners are warning there
could be shortages of basic goods
such as food if the situation isn’t
resolved and banks aren’t reopened.

Exporters are also experiencing
problems as many are unable to buy
raw materials from abroad, while oth-
ers say they cannot pay for agricultur-
al products.

“It’s a huge problem, we’re now
only receiving from abroad the
products that have already been
imported and paid for,” said Natassa
Voudouri, owner of Contlift, which
transports goods from shipping con-
tainers around Greece. “From here
on, things get harder ... The reason is
that no money transfer can be sent
abroad from Greece. At the moment
we’re tak ing del iver y of  the last
goods, which is food. All the rest is
frozen and we’re expecting product
shortages.”

Pantelis Kourbelas, owner of fash-
ion company Ioanna Kourbela ,
which exports to 25 countries, is
being creative as he tries to import
thread and material from Italy and
France.

“I f  we can’t buy raw materials
because we can’t  send money
abroad we will have a problem,” said
Kourbelas, 62, who is also on the
board of  the Athens Traders’
Associat ion.  “ We’re think ing of
opening a bank account in another
European country and all our trans-
actions with clients who buy from us
to be done through that account.
That’s the only way we can ensure
the continuation of production.”

While a rescue deal could allow
Greece to ease its money controls
somewhat, the country is unlikely to
be able to undo them completely -
the last euro-zone nation to impose
such controls,  Cyprus,   took two
years to lift them fully.—AP

What relief? Greek economy on 
its knees despite bailout deal

ATHENS: A woman walks past a closed pharmacy in central Athens yesterday during a 24-hour public sector work-
er and pharmacist’s strike. Greece gears up for a crucial parliamentary vote on draconian reforms demanded by
euro-zone creditors in exchange for a huge new bailout, in what could be Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras’s toughest
political test yet. — AFP 

US producer inflation rising;
factory activity picking up

WASHINGTON: US producer prices rose
more than expected in June as the cost of
gasoline and a range of other goods rose,
indicating the recent oil-driven downward
spiral in prices was abating.

Other data yesterday showed a
rebound in factory activity in New York
state this month. The signs of stabilizing
manufacturing and firming inflation came
as Federal Reserve Chair Janet Yellen said
the US central bank remained on track to
raise interest rates this year. The Labor
Department said its producer price index
for final demand increased 0.4 percent last
month after increasing 0.5 percent in May.
It was the second straight month of
increase in producer prices.

A 0.7 percent increase in goods prices
accounted for nearly two-thirds of the
increase in the PPI last month. In the 12
months through June, the PPI fell 0.7 per-
cent after declining 1.1 percent in
May. It was the fifth straight 12-month
decrease in the index. Economists polled by
Reuters had forecast the PPI rising 0.2 per-
cent last month and falling 0.9 percent from
a year ago. In testimony prepared for the US
House of Representatives Financial Services
Committee, Yellen affirmed the view of a
central bank prepared to gradually raise

rates after more than six years at a near-
zero level. 

“If the economy evolves as we expect,
economic conditions likely would make it
appropriate at some point this year to raise
the federal funds rate,” Yellen said.

The dollar rose against the euro, while
prices for US Treasury debt fell. A plunge in
crude oil prices and a resurgent dollar have
subdued producer inflation and dampened
overall domestic price pressures. Inflation is
stabilizing as oil prices steadily rise, but a
strong dollar suggests any increase will be
gradual. A report on Tuesday showed broad
weakness in import prices in June, under-
scoring the impact of the dollar’s 11.6 per-
cent appreciation against the currencies of
the United States’ main trading partners
since June 2014. In a separate report, the
New York Fed said its Empire State general
business conditions index rose to 3.86 in
July from -1.98 in June, which was its lowest
level since January 2013.

A reading above zero indicates expan-
sion. Manufacturing has been hammered
by the strong dollar and investment spend-
ing cuts in the energy sector in response to
the tumble in oil prices.  There are signs,
however, that the spending cuts in the
energy sector are diminishing as oil prices

rise. The New York Fed survey’s index on
future business conditions climbed to 27.04
from June’s 25.84, which was the weakest
since February. A measure of new orders,
however, contracted for a second month.
Last month, gasoline prices increased 4.3
percent after surging 17 percent in May.
Food prices rose 0.6 percent in June follow-
ing a 0.8 percent increase the prior month.

A shortage of eggs after an outbreak of
bird flu, which led to the culling of millions
of chickens, continues to pressure food
prices. Wholesale egg prices soared a
record 84.5 percent last month after surg-
ing 56.4 percent in May.

Higher gasoline and food prices are
likely to filter through to the June con-
sumer price index. June consumer price
data will be published on Friday. The
volatile trade services component, which
mostly reflects profit margins at retailers
and wholesalers, rose 0.2 percent in June
after increasing 0.6 percent in the prior
month. A key measure of underlying pro-
ducer price pressures that excludes food,
energy and trade services increased 0.3
percent last month after dipping 0.1 per-
cent in May. The so-called core PPI was up
0.7 percent in the 12 months through
June. — Reuters

DUBAI: Turkish Airlines is in talks
with banks to raise up to $3 billion
in loans for financing the purchase
of Airbus and Boeing aircraft to be
delivered in 2016, according to
three sources. The Airbus aircraft
financing will be 85 percent guar-
anteed by the European Export
Credit Agency (EECA), while the
financing for the Boeing aircraft
and a General Electric spare
engine will  have a 85 percent
guarantee from the Export-Import
Bank of the United States, the
sources said.

Turkish Airlines is seeking
funds in tranches with a maturity
of 12 years and a minimum 5 year
lifespan. It will be accepting bids
in multi-currencies and with float-

ing and fixed interest rate offers,
the sources said. The state carrier
said it was open to other financing
options such as commercial loans,
Islamic financing and others.

The airline is due to take deliv-
ery of 17 Airbus planes in 2016: 10
A321-200s, five A330-300s and
two A330-200Fs. Boeing is due to
deliver 26 aircraft: 20 B737-800s,
six B777-300ERs. The funding
request also includes a spare GE
engine. The loan facilities will not
have any sovereign guarantee and
the prices of the aircraft men-
tioned in the document were
approximate, the sources said.
Turkish Airline has asked banks to
submit proposals by July 27, the
sources said. —Reuters

Turkish Airlines seeks 
up to $3bn in loans 
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LONDON: European stocks rose and bond yields
fell yesterday, with investors optimistic that the
Greek parliament will approve a vital third bailout,
although the moves were limited before a speech
by Federal Reserve chief Janet Yellen. The dollar
was little changed against a basket of major cur-
rencies, trading at 96.64 before Yellen’s congres-
sional testimony, which might offer more hints
about the timing of an interest rate hike after a
surprise fall in US retail sales on Tuesday.

Investors will be keen to see to what extent
the prolonged uncertainty over Greece’s debt cri-
sis and the slump in Chinese stocks have affected
the Fed’s outlook. US stock futures indicated a

marginally higher open on Wall Street.
“The latest developments in Greece and China

have wider ramifications as they could affect the
Federal Reserve’s decision to normalize policy,”
JPMorgan Asset Management global strategist,
Thushka Maharajat, said.

“We maintain our view of a September rate
increase, but that view has become more bal-
anced. It is predicated on Europe ...  containing
risks from the Greek crisis.”

The Greek parliamentary vote is seen as the
major hurdle to a final agreement for the bailout,
which could end-at least temporarily-months of
intense uncertainty, volatility and frequent risk

aversion in financial markets. The pan-European
FTSEurofirst 300 index was up 0.2 percent to
1,583.77, having risen for five days in a row.  The
euro, which has lost 1.5 percent this week, was up
0.1 percent at $1.1017.

Ten-year yields on Spanish, Italian and
Portuguese bonds, seen as vulnerable to Greek
contagion, fell 5-8 basis points to 1.99 percent,
2.03 percent and 2.72 percent respectively.

Bonds were the biggest movers among
European assets, the difference being made by
daily European Central Bank buying under its tril-
lion euro stimulus program. Yields on German
Bunds fell 4 basis points to 0.80 percent.

European markets rise before Yellen speech
“Investors are betting that despite all the
opposition from his own party, (Greek Prime
Minister Alexis) Tsipras will get sufficient
votes to pass the reforms today,” said Nick
Stamenkovic, a bond strategist at RIA
Capital Markets.

An International Monetary Fund study
published on Tuesday showed that Greece
needs far more debt relief than European
governments have been willing to consider.

CHINA GROWTH
China’s second quarter gross domestic

product grew an annual 7 percent, flat on
the previous quarter and slightly higher
than analyst forecasts. Fixed-asset invest-
ment and industrial output growth also beat
economists’ forecasts. But Shanghai’s
benchmark composite index fell 3 percent,
and the CSI300 index of the largest listed
companies in Shanghai and Shenzhen
dropped 3.5 percent.

Further stimulus is expected after the
quarter ended with a savage correction that
shaved about 30 percent off stock markets’
value since last month, before Beijing’s sup-
port stemmed the freefall for a while. “Stock
investors at present care more about what
the government policy towards the market
is, whereas the connection between the
economy and the market has somehow
loosened,” Haitong Securities’ senior stock
analyst, Zhang Qi, said.

Oil prices dipped as the market prepared
for a gradual increase in supply after Iran
signed a nuclear deal with six world powers
under which sanctions imposed by the
United States, the European Union and the
United Nations are to be lifted in exchange
for curbs on Tehran’s nuclear program.

Brent crude was down 41 cents from its
previous settlement, trading at $58.10 a bar-
rel. US futures were down 35 cents at
$52.69. —Reuters

LAUNCESTON: Have oil markets done
enough, or too much, to price in the expect-
ed return of millions of barrels of Iranian
crude? Global benchmark Brent crude gained
1.1 percent on Tuesday after news of the deal
between Iran and six major powers to moni-
tor the Islamic republic’s nuclear program in
exchange for a relaxation of sanctions,
including those on oil exports and invest-
ment.

The rise in Brent was ascribed to the view
that even if the deal gets final approval from
all parties, it will still take several months to
start being implemented, meaning that
increased Iranian oil shipments are unlikely
to hit the market until sometime in 2016.
While movements in the front-month futures
contract tend to be the focus of market
reports, as far as Iran is concerned, the back
end of the curve is more relevant. The Brent
futures curve has flattened in recent months,
as the Iranian deal inched towards conclu-
sion. The 12-month contract was at a 7.2-per-
cent premium to the front-month in early
Asian trade on Wednesday, narrowing from a
premium of 21 percent six months ago.

However, a year ago the curve was mildly
backwardated, suggesting that there is still
sufficient scope for further flattening, espe-
cially if you subscribed to the view that fairly
substantial amounts of Iran crude will flow to
global markets next year.

The flattening of the curve has also hap-
pened in Oman futures, with the premium of
the 12-month contract over the front-month
standing at 2.3 percent early yesterday, down
from almost 25 percent six months ago.
While not as liquid as Brent futures, Oman
contracts traded on the Dubai Mercantile
Exchange are a good proxy for Iranian oil, giv-

en the similarities between Oman and Iranian
grades, which are heavier and more sour
than light crudes such as Brent.

What the futures curves are most likely
showing is that they have priced in the return
of Iranian oil from next year, but are treading
a middle path between the optimistic and
pessimistic scenarios.

BALANCE OF RISKS 
The most optimistic scenario, put forward

by the Iranians themselves, sees a rapid
ramp-up in output to about 4 million barrels
per day (bpd), which in turn would lead to at
least an additional 1 million bpd being avail-
able for export. Most analysts see this as
unrealistic, at least in the short term, with a
figure of about 500,000 bpd in additional
exports being slated as more likely.

Even 500,000 bpd extra on the world mar-
ket would most likely depress prices consid-
erably, especially if other producers kept out-
put at current levels.

There’s no reason to believe that Saudi
Arabia, the top producer in the Organization
of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC),
would be willing to cede market share to
Iran, especially in key Asian exports markets
China and India.

The cool relations between the two
Middle East powers will also make it hard for
OPEC to agree to, and effectively implement,
production cuts to accommodate extra
Iranian barrels in the market. But the balance
of risks appears more tilted toward the cau-
tious view of the return of Iranian oil, given
that the agreement with the six powers con-
tains numerous steps, and any time the com-
plexity of implementation is high, the likeli-
hood of delays increases. —Reuters

Oil futures curve shows 
caution on Iran return

LONDON/MUMBAI: A surge in Indian
white crystal sugar sales from huge
domestic stocks could drive down the
premium for refined white sugar over
raw sugar and squeeze refiners’ margins.
Large amounts of low-quality Indian
white sugar are being offered at a big
discount to ICE August sugar futures,
traders said, in deals that appeal notably
to African markets such as Sudan and
Somalia, and countries such as
Afghanistan.

“The substantial offers of Indian crys-
tal sugar could drag on the whites premi-
um because if Indian sugar is cheaper
than refined (higher quality white sugar),
you would be tempted to take it,” a
London-based trader said. “You are losing
a home for refined sugar.”

Dealers quoted trades of Indian crys-
tal sugar at some $320-350 per ton, a
substantial discount to August whites
futures trading at $373.80 per ton yester-
day. The premium of October white sug-
ar futures over October raw sugar futures
traded this week at about $90 per ton,
believed to be a comfortable level of
profitability for large refineries such as Al
Khaleej in Dubai.

“Indian sugar is a different quality (to
refined) and so cannot go to all homes
(markets),” the London-based trader said.
India has high stocks of unsold sugar and
is expected to have another big crop in
2015/16 - possibly 28-28.5 million tons -
similar to 2014/15 and well above

domestic annual consumption of some
24.5 million tons.

Indian sugar mills have contracted to
export 200,000 tons of white sugar to
neighboring countries and the Middle
East, trade sources in India said. The deals
were signed in the last few weeks and
the cargoes were for July and August
shipment.

“Mills can sign more export deals if
demand remains there,” said Rahil Shaikh,
managing director of ED&F Man
Commodities India. The export deals
came after a sharp fall in local prices after
the government pushed mills to pay
farmers for their cane.

“Mills were aggressively selling to
generate liquidity. They badly need mon-
ey to pay farmers,” said Ashok Jain, presi-
dent of the Bombay Sugar Merchants
Association.

After years of surplus production,
India, the world’s top sugar consumer, is
swamped with sugar. As a result, prices
have crashed and many mills are strug-
gling with big debts.

Sugar stocks are now expected to
touch 10.3 million tons on Oct. 1, when
the new 2015/16 season starts, up 37
percent from the previous year. One deal-
er said if raw sugar futures prices, which
hit a seven-week high of 12.80 cents a lb
on Tuesday, continue to rise, Indian mills
could offer crystal sugar in the raws mar-
ket, potentially weighing on raw sugar
prices.  —Reuters

Surge in Indian white sugar 
sales eroding refining margins

SHANGHAI: An investor leans against a pillar as a display shows stock informa-
tion at a brokerage house in Beijing yesterday. Shanghai stocks lost ground
yesterday despite China’ s better-than-expected economic growth in the sec-
ond quarter, with investors still wary after a big slide in Chinese markets. —AP
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TOKYO: Japan’s central bank yesterday cut its econom-
ic growth and inflation forecasts, as analysts warned
over a disappointing second quarter that underscores
the wobbly success of Tokyo’s Abenomics growth proj-
ect. Bank of Japan (BoJ) chief Haruhiko Kuroda, howev-
er, insisted that any downturn would be short-lived
and that policymakers still expect to hit their inflation
target by next year, a cornerstone of efforts to bolster
the world’s number three economy.

After a two-day policy meeting, the BoJ said the
economy would expand 1.7 percent in the fiscal year to
March 2016 while inflation would come in at 0.7 per-
cent. 

That was down from 2.0 percent and 0.8 percent,
respectively, estimated earlier this year. While the bank
kept up its view that Japan’s economy was recovering
“moderately”, it acknowledged that a pick-up in
exports and industrial production had seen “some fluc-
tuations”.

Hideo Kumano, senior economist at Dai-ichi Life
Research Institute, said trimming the growth forecasts
“probably means growth in the April-June quarter was
not very good”. Official second-quarter GDP data are
due next month. BoJ policymakers have been scaling

back their expectations and governor Haruhiko Kuroda
has conceded that an ambitious 2.0 percent inflation
target was still some way off.

But he told reporters after the meeting Wednesday
that the BoJ was still on track to hit the price target by
next year, and that the weakness in exports was due to
a still-recovering US economy.

Growth would turn around by the third quarter,
Kuroda said. “Prices will likely pick up at a significant
pace some time during the end of this fiscal year” to
March 2016, he said.

Japan’s economy expanded 1.0 percent in January-
March after limping out of recession in the last three
months of 2014, and business confidence remains
strong. 

BoJ ‘too optimistic’ 
But consumer spending has struggled after a sales

tax rise last year and economists widely expect the BoJ
to ramp up its easing program, likely later this year, to
bring Japan closer to its inflation target.

On Wednesday, the BoJ stood pat on its record
asset-purchase program, which is pumping about 80
trillion yen ($648 billion) into the financial system

annually in a bid to jack up prices and kickstart growth.
“The Bank’s view on the economy remains too opti-

mistic. Economic activity weakened sharply in the sec-
ond quarter, and business surveys suggest that output
will not rebound rapidly in coming months,” Marcel

Thieliant from Capital Economics said in a commentary.
“Price pressures are unlikely to strengthen as quick-

ly as policymakers hope.” While a weak yen has boosted
the bottom line for many Japanese exporters, Tokyo’s
bid to resuscitate the economy has struggled as it tries
to rid Japanese consumers of the idea that prices will
not rise much.

Deflation may sound good for shoppers, but it
means people tend to put off buying because they do
not expect prices to rise and hope they might even get
goods cheaper down the line. 

That, in turn, hurts producers and holds back their
expansion and hiring plans, which is bad news for the
economy, a problem that has weighed on growth for
years. The BoJ’s easing plan, launched more than two
years ago, is aimed at changing consumers’ so-called
deflationary mindset by forcing prices upward.

But still-tepid inflation puts the BoJ in a tricky posi-
tion as it has already pushed back its two-year timeline
for hitting its price target and more delays could dent
the credibility of its easing measures, Thieliant said. “We
think that policymakers will instead opt for an expan-
sion of monetary stimulus, perhaps as early as late
October,” he added. — AFP

BoJ cuts economic growth, inflation view

TOKYO: Bank of Japan (BOJ) Governor Haruhiko
Kuroda speaks during a press conference after a
two-day policy meeting at the BOJ headquarters in
Tokyo yesterday. — AFP

BEIJING: China’s GDP expanded 7.0 percent year-on-
year in the second quarter, official data showed yester-
day, beating expectations as months of central bank
policy stimulus helped support the world’s second-
largest economy. The gross domestic product figure
announced by the National Bureau of Statistics (NBS)
matched the 7.0 percent expansion in the first three
months of this year, and exceeded the median fore-
cast of 6.9 percent in an AFP survey of 14 economists.
The figure was in line with the government’s official
target for GDP growth this year of “about 7.0 percent”.
The better-than-predicted GDP result encouraged
some economists to nudge their full-year forecasts
higher. China’s economy, a key driver of world growth,
expanded 7.4 percent last year, slower than the 7.7
percent in 2013, and its weakest annual growth since
3.8 percent in 1990. The slowdown has been a major
factor in a global fall in commodity prices, and so far
the economy has largely failed to pick up momentum
this year.

“The domestic and external economic conditions
are still complicated,” NBS spokesman Sheng Laiyun
said. “The global economic recovery is slow and tortu-
ous and the foundation for the stabilization of China’s
economy needs to be further consolidated.” But in
more bullish remarks he added that the figures
showed growth had “stabilised” and was “ready to pick
up”. “It’s very likely economic growth in the second half
will be better than the first half,” he added, citing posi-
tive factors including policy support and a recovery in
the property market.

Chinese authorities are looking to diversify growth
away from big-ticket projects-that helped drive years
of double-digit GDP expansion-to consumer demand,
which is seen as more sustainable. But too fast a decel-
eration in investment can be harmful to overall
growth. 

They have been taking more aggressive preemp-
tive steps with the People’s Bank of China (PBoC), the
central bank, cutting benchmark interest rates four
times since November and reducing bank reserve
requirements in a bid to boost lending. Such measures
can take time to affect growth.

‘Upside risk’ 
The NBS also said industrial output, which meas-

ures production at factories, workshops and mines,
rose 6.8 percent year-on-year in June, accelerating
from May’s 6.1 percent. It was ahead of a median fore-
cast for 6.0 percent expansion in a survey of econo-
mists by Bloomberg News.

Retail sales, a key indicator of consumer spending,
increased 10.6 percent last month from the year
before, the NBS said, a faster pace than May’s 10.1 per-
cent. It also beat a Bloomberg News survey’s median
10.2 percent. And fixed asset investment, a measure of
government spending on 

infrastructure, expanded 11.4 percent in January-
June year-on-year, the same as for the first five months
of the year and remaining at its lowest since 2000. In
light of the figures Nomura lifted its annual GDP fore-
cast from 6.8 percent to 6.9 percent. But it cautioned in

a note that “headwinds from property investment and
overcapacity remain” and authorities were likely to fur-
ther ease monetary policy this year. Chaotic trading on
the country’s key stock markets in recent weeks has
added to uncertainty. However, Julian Evans-Pritchard,
China economist at capital Economics, said in a note
that GDP benefitted temporarily during the second
quarter as a whole from the “unsustainable surge in
financial sector activity”.

“Looking ahead, the support to growth from the
financial sector should soon fade,” he said. 

“But the recent step-up in policy support will limit
the downside risks,” he added. Despite the positive
GDP figure, China’s benchmark stock index closed
down 3.03 percent as investors questioned whether
there would be more stimulus measures. “The GDP
numbers are really good,” Bernard Aw, a Singapore-
based strategist at IG Asia told Bloomberg News. “The
better-than-expected GDP reading suggested that

Beijing may take its foot off the pedal on more stimu-
lus measures for the time being. This will affect senti-
ment in the stock market.”

China’s total trade declined in the first half of this
year, official data showed Monday, falling well short of
the government’s targets, and posing a significant
weight on growth. Manufacturing has also languished
with official and private surveys showing it hovering
near the borderline between expansion and contrac-
tion. “The resilience of retail sales in June is a further
encouraging sign that downside risk, while not negli-
gible, is receding, despite recent equity-market volatil-
ity,” Andrew Colquhoun, head of Asia-Pacific
Sovereigns at Fitch Ratings, wrote in reaction to the
data.

“Nonetheless, the longer-term outlook remains
one of structural slowdown as the economy works
through a painful process of adjustment and delever-
aging.” — AFP

HUAIBEI: Chinese women work at a garment factory in Huaibei in central China’s Anhui province yesterday. China’s economic growth in the latest quar-
ter held steady at 7 percent, its weakest performance since the global crisis. — AP

China Q2 GDP expands 7.0%,
beats analysts’ expectations

Months of CB stimulus policy kicks in

ACCRA: Ghana’s annual consumer price
inflation rose to 17.1 percent in June from
16.9 percent the previous month triggered
by the depreciation of the cedi and higher
transportation costs, the statistics office
said yesterday.

The rise in inflation reflects fiscal prob-
lems facing the country, which is under a
three-year aid program with the
International Monetary Fund aimed at
restoring economic stability. Ghana is also
grappling with a prolonged energy crisis
that has led to frequent blackouts and hin-
dered economic growth. “Imported items
have a higher inflation rate and that mainly
is caused by the depreciation of the cedi
and also partly due to high cost of trans-
portation,” government statistician
Philomena Nyarko told a news conference
in Accra.

The cedi, which declined nearly 22 per-
cent in the first half of this year, has rallied
to 3.3100 to the dollar as of Wednesday,
its strongest since mid February, from a
record low of 4.4100 in late June. The
year-on-year non-food inflation rate for
June was 23.6 percent compared with
23.4 percent in May, while the food infla-
tion rate stood at 7.4 percent from 7.3
percent the previous month, Nyarko said.

T h e  c e n t r a l  b a n k  i s  e x p e c t e d  t o
announced its policy rate decision yes-
terday and markets expect it to remain
unchanged at 22 percent due in part to
the cedi’s recent rebound. Last month,
the IMF Forecast 2015 inflation at 13-14
percent, up from its previous target of
1 2 . 5  p e rc e n t  b u t  s a i d  t h e  c o u n t r y
would likely meet its 2016 target of 8
percent. — Reuters

Ghana June consumer 
inflation rises to 17.1%

NEW YORK: Bank of America’s profits more
than doubled in the second quarter, the
bank said yesterday, helped by lower legal
costs and improvements in some of the
bank’s debt holdings.

The consumer banking giant earned
$4.99 billion after payments to preferred
shareholders, up from $2.04 billion a year
earlier. The bank earned 45 cents per share,
compared with 19 cents per share a year
earlier. BofA’s consumer banking division,
its largest business by revenue and profits,
had net income of $1.7 billion in the quar-
ter, up modestly from $1.63 billion a year
earlier.  The bank said an increase in
deposits, lower expenses and an improving
balance sheet helped offset a decline in

revenue in the division. Financial analysts
surveyed by FactSet expected 36 cents per
share, which typically exclude one-time
items. Net revenue at the bank totaled
$22.1 billion, compared with $21.75 billion
in the same period a year earlier.  The
biggest drop in BofA’s expenses came in its
legal costs, which plummeted from $4 bil-
lion to $175 million, and were a big reason
why the bank’s profits jumped from last
year. The bank reached a $13 billion legal
settlement last year with state and federal
regulators regarding its role in the leadup
to the 2008 financial crisis, which weighed
heavily on its 2014 results. Shares of Bank
of America rose 3.3 percent to $17.71 in
pre-market trading. — AP

Bank of America profits 
jump as legal costs drop

NEW YORK: Customers use ATMs at a branch office of Bank of America in New York.
The bank reports quarterly earnings yesterday. — AP

LONDON: HSBC should have made deeper
checks before buying a Swiss private bank that
allegedly allowed customers to dodge taxes and
a Mexican business that breached anti-money
laundering rules, its former chairman said. “With
the benefit of hindsight, it would have been bet-
ter to have drilled into the detail much earlier.
We didn’t get everything right,” Stephen Green
told British lawmakers yesterday. These scandals
have damaged the image of Europe’s biggest
bank and the reputation of Green, who served
as the bank’s chief executive between 2003 and
2006 and as its chairman between 2006 and
2010. Green and HSBC had managed to come
through the 2007-9 financial crisis relatively
untainted.

“We had that reputation sullied by things we
didn’t get right in a couple of different places,”
Green told the House of Lords Economic Affairs
Committee, which was conducting a one-off
session on banking culture.

In 2012, HSBC had to pay a record $1.9 billion
fine after US authorities said it had become the
preferred financial institution for drug traffickers
and money launderers between 2006 and 2010.

“I’m not going to say we covered ourselves in
glory because it’s not true ... since then they have
very substantially reinforced the compliance
function and it’s clear we needed to do that,”
Green said. HSBC’s Swiss business has been in

the spotlight ever since a former IT employee
Herve Falciani fled Geneva in 2008 with files
which were alleged to show evidence of tax eva-
sion by its clients. The bank has admitted past
failings in compliance and control at its Swiss
bank following the allegations.

Green was also asked how he felt about the
high levels of pay in the banking industry. “It cer-
tainly kept me awake. [There was] no possible
way on moral grounds of justifying it,” he told
the committee.

The bank’s current chief executive Stuart
Gulliver, is among the highest paid bankers in
Europe with a pay packet last year amounting
to 7.6 million pounds ($11.8 million). Win
Bischoff, former chairman of Lloyds Banking
Group , was asked by the panel about the
rationale behind the bank’s acquisition of strug-
gling HBOS in 2008. This acquisition has been
blamed for forcing Lloyds to seek a 20.5 billion
government bailout. The bank’s then chairman
Victor Blank said he had been told by then-
prime minister Gordon Brown that the deal
would not be subject to a competition probe
but Bischoff said the decision was not entirely
down to political influence. “It was not done
purely because the prime minister encouraged
the board of the bank (Lloyds). There had been
discussions that this might suit Lloyds very well,”
Bischoff said. — Reuters

MEXICO CITY: Mexico holds yesterday the first oil
auction of a historic energy reform that reopens the
industry to foreign investors, with US, European and
Asian firms jostling for contracts.

Nearly 80 years after kicking foreign energy
companies out of the country, the government is
offering 14 blocks in shallow waters of the Gulf of
Mexico worth an estimated $17 billion in total.

The auction is the climax of President Enrique
Pena Nieto’s top economic reform, which was
enacted last year after a heated debate in Congress,
with leftist parties warning against giving up a sym-
bol of national sovereignty. The daylong event
could give Pena Nieto’s administration a brief break
from the embarrassing fallout of the weekend jail-
break of the country’s most powerful drug lord,
Joaquin “El Chapo” Guzman, his second escape in 14
years.

While foreign firms have eagerly-awaited this
moment, the government has played down expec-
tations of a big sale, predicting that between a third
and half of the 14 blocks will be awarded. Energy
Minister Pedro Joaquin Coldwell said the estimate
was in line with international experience. “We won’t
squander the nation’s oil resources,” he said.

First foothold in Mexico 
Analysts say the sharp drop in global oil prices in

the past year have affected the plans of energy
companies. Raymundo Tenorio Aguilar, an energy
expert at the Monterrey Institute of 

Technology, said Iran’s nuclear deal Tuesday with
world powers could also affect the auction. The
accord will lift sanctions on Iran’s oil export, adding
1.5 million barrels of crude per day in the market,

causing prices to fall further, Tenorio said. “This
weakens Mexico’s ability to negotiate,” he told AFP.
“If only half of the bids are awarded, it would be a
success given the current environment.”

But David Shields, an industry analyst and direc-
tor of the magazine Energia a Debate, said he
expected a bigger bonanza. “I think that there will
be interest from many companies that want to be
the first to have a foothold in Mexico,” Shields said.
Seven consortiums and 18 individual companies
have qualified for the auction. US giants
ExxonMobil and Chevron, Anglo-Australian firm
BHP Billiton, India’s state-run ONGC Videsh Ltd,
Russia’s Lukoil, France’s Total and Chinese-owned
Nexen are among the firms bidding individually.

Some of the consortiums include Italy’s ENI,
Thailand’s Petronas Carigali and new Mexican firms.

The legislation breaks the monopoly on drilling
held by state-run firm Pemex since the industry’s
1938 nationalization. While Pemex qualified for the
auction, it will sit out this time.

Pena Nieto hopes the reform will reverse years of
declining production-from 3.5 million barrels per
day in 2004 to 2.3 million now-and give a boost to
the economy. Oil auctions are a new thing for
Mexico and officials said they wanted to make them
the most transparent in the world. The event will be
shown on a live Internet broadcast.

The companies will bid without knowing
beforehand the minimum percentage that the gov-
ernment will want to earn for each project. Analysts
say the government made an effort to create a
transparent system to ease any concerns over the
country’s poor track record when it comes to cor-
ruption. — AFP

Ex-HSBC boss regrets mistakes 
made with Swiss, Mexican deals

Mexico, foreign firms set 
for landmark oil auction
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KUWAIT: British Airways is set to take deliv-
ery of its first Boeing 787-9 aircraft in 2015
with the UAE, Oman and Delhi routes
among the first to welcome the Dreamliner.   

The airline has announced that its new
Boeing 787-9 Dreamliner, complete with a
new First class cabin, will start flying to
Delhi from October 25 with UAE and Oman
to follow later in 2015.

The 787-9, the first of which is due to
arrive with British Airways in September, is
20ft longer that its 787-8 predecessor (of
which the airline has eight), so as well as
offering World Traveller (economy), World
Traveller Plus (premium economy) and
Club World (business class), there’s also
room for a new First class cabin - a first for
the airline’s 787 fleet.  

“British Airways continues to renew its
commitment across the region as the air-
line invests in new aircraft and expands its
premium travel offerings,” said Paolo De
Renzis, British Airways Area Commercial
Manager for the Middle East & Central Asia.
“In response to our passengers’ demand for
luxury travel options, we have selected Abu
Dhabi and Muscat among the first routes to
welcome the new Dreamliners.”

The new FIRST suites reflect a new gen-
eration in premium travel; the First cabin
will have just eight seats in comparison to

the 14 available on other British Airways
long-haul aircraft, giving even more exclu-
sivity and privacy to customers. 

Created specifically for the Boeing 787-
9, the new First suites have been painstak-
ingly designed based on feedback from
First customers, to put comfort at the heart
of the experience and make the very best
use of the more intimate space.

The suites now include four new storage
areas. A new ottoman next to the
adjustable footstool has enough room for
shoes, handbags and personal items, while
the personal suiter for jackets and coats is
now accessible without the customer hav-
ing to move from their seat. 

A new locker positioned at eye-level is
perfect for smaller personal effects such as
tablets, spectacles, passport and wash-
bags.  A handy mirror has also been fitted
to the inside of the locker door for personal
grooming. 

Customers who need to charge any
devices can now do so in a discreet
stowage area next to their armrest. Great
attention to detail has also been paid to
how the customer uses their suite, with
each function being controlled by simple,
intuitive touch. 

The seat and in-flight entertainment
console has been updated with a new

handset, much like a smartphone, integrat-
ed into the seat from which travellers can
control their in-flight entertainment.
During flight, the handset can be docked
so that customers are also able to watch
one item, such as the moving map, on the
handset and another, such as a film, on the
23inch fixed screen. This also means trav-
ellers will be able to enjoy gate-to-gate
entertainment, without having to stow
their television for take-off and landing.
The smart ‘jog-dial’ now manages six differ-
ent functions of the seat, including the
recline, headrest and lumbar inflate and a
‘global’ lighting control to manage both
ambient and reading lighting. 

The new First cabin on the Boeing 787-9
was developed by Forpeople, London,
working together with the airlines’ in-
house teams and leading British suppliers,
including PROTOTRIM, which developed
the high quality soft leather and fabric trim
within the suite and London based
Pritchard Themis who worked on the suite
and cabin lighting. 

The 787s are the most technologically
advanced aircraft in British Airways’ fleet.
Different pressurisation means the internal
cabin altitude is the equivalent of 6,000ft,
which is 2,000ft lower than on other air-
craft. This leads to greater humidity, reduc-

ing the drying effect of the cabin air, so cus-
tomers arrive feeling more refreshed. The
aircraft’s smooth ride technology also pro-
vides extra comfort during any turbulence. 

The bespoke lighting in every cabin can
be set to reflect the time of day, helping to
lull travellers to sleep at night and to wake
them in the morning. Customers can also
enjoy much larger windows, offering views
of the horizon from every seat. These col-
lective features mean that travellers arrive
feeling fresher and the effect of jet-lag is
lessened. 

And the airline is revamping 18 of its
747s in-line with the newest arrivals to
British Airways’ fleet, the first of which will
also begin flying during the winter 2015
schedule. In response to customer demand,
the airline is changing the aircraft’s config-
uration and adding an additional 16 Club
World seats. The jumbos’ cabins are also
receiving a cabin face-lift and a new
Panasonic eX3 next generation in-flight
entertainment system. The revamped jum-
bos will operate on selected flights to New
York JFK, Chicago, Lagos, Dubai, Boston,
Riyadh and Kuwait, with further routes
added in summer 2016. 

With a total of 42 787s destined to join
British Airways, the aircraft is to become
the mainstay of the airline’s fleet. 

UAE, Oman among first destinations to receive 
new British Airways 787-9 Dreamliners in 2015

VIVA doubles data 
package for customers

visiting UAE
KUWAIT: VIVA, Kuwait’s fastest-growing and most developed
telecom operator, announced its exciting special summer pack-
age for customers travelling to the UAE, offering an increase in its
UAE surf-on roaming data package. For a limited time, VIVA cus-
tomers visiting the UAE can enjoy double the weekly data
allowance during their visit with an increase from 300 MBs to 600
MBs for only KD 7. The UAE surf-on rates will be in effect as of 17
July 2015, commencing with the Eid Al-Fitr holiday.

The UAE surf-on roaming package allows customers to stay
connected to the internet during their travels and without hav-
ing to worry about their bills. During their stay in the UAE, cus-
tomers will be able to enjoy fast reliable internet services on their
smartphones with 600 MB high capacity for the generous price
of KD 7.  

All postpaid and prepaid customers’ smartphone devices can
enjoy the UAE roaming surf-on package whereby they can access
e-mails, read news, surf the web, use MMS texting and use all
data services. 

To activate the roaming service and to find out more informa-
tion on GCC roaming rates, please visit any of VIVA’s 69 branches
across Kuwait or visit the VIVA website www.viva.com.kw, or call
VIVA’s 24 hour call center on 102.  

VIVA is the fastest-growing telecom operator in Kuwait.
Launched in December 2008, VIVA makes things Possible for its
customers by transforming communication, information and
entertainment experiences. The company has rapidly established
an unrivalled position in the market through its customer centric
approach. VIVA’s quest is to be the mobile brand of choice in
Kuwait by being transparent, engaging, energetic and fulfilling.
VIVA continues to take a considerable share of the market by
offering an innovative range of best value products, services and
content propositions; a state of the art, nationwide network and
world-class service. VIVA offers internet speeds of more than 100
Mbps, due to the implementation of the most advanced fourth
generation (4G LTE) network in Kuwait resulting in superior cov-
erage, performance and reliability. 

KUWAIT: National Bank of Kuwait
(NBK) has taken all necessary meas-
ures to ensure providing customers
with the best services during the Eid
Al-Fitr holiday throughout Call Center,
Mobile Banking, Online and ATM serv-
ices.

All NBK branches will be closed
starting from Friday 17th of July 2015
and will resume work on Tuesday 21st
of July 2015.  NBK Call Center, NBK
Online and ATM will be available 24
hours and ready to serve customers.
Customers can also conduct all their
transactions through NBK Mobile
Banking application and Online
Banking. Customers may call 1801801
or visit www.nbk.com for further
information.

For customers outside Kuwait,
NBK’s largest international presence
with more than 170 branches world-

wide spans many of the world’s lead-
ing financial centers including
London, Paris, Geneva, New York and
Singapore, as well as China
(Shanghai). Meanwhile, regional cov-
erage extends to Lebanon, Jordan,

Iraq, Egypt, Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, the
UAE, and Turkey. Customers who lost
their credit cards outside Kuwait can
contact NBK Call Center on +965
22459228 at anytime and anywhere
to get the necessary help.

NBK’s mobile banking, call 
center, ATM and online services

available during holidays
KUWAIT: Gulf Bank announced the
launch of a special Eid offer for its
prospective red customers, whereby
the bank offers free vouchers when
opening an account to watch movies
at Kuwait National Cinema Company
(KNCC) cinemas during Eid Al-Fitr
Holiday.  This offer is valid from the
first day of Eid and until Tuesday July
21st 2015 for all new red account
customers 

Gulf Bank is committed to provid-
ing its red customers with new and
exciting promotions that are tailored
to meet their specific needs.  The red
account is designed for university
and college students from the age of
17 to 24 years old.  Amongst other
benefits, account holders receive an

ATM card and there is no deposit
required to open the account or min-
imum balance charge.

To become a Gulf Bank red
account holder or to find out more of

its benefits, visit one of the Bank’s 58
branches, contact the Customer
Contact Centre on 1805805, or log
on to www.e-gulfbank.com, Gulf
Bank’s website bilingual website. 

Gulf Bank offers red customers 
free vouchers to watch latest 

movies at KNCC during Eid

KUWAIT:  Burgan Bank recently
announced ABEER FAHAD MOTLAQ
ALMUTAIRI  as the winner of the Youth
Account draw that entitles young cus-
tomers to double their  student
allowances and win an additional KD 200
ever y month after  transferr ing their
allowance to the “Youth” account. 

With the introduction of the Youth
Account draw, customers transferring
their student allowances to the bank will
be automatically enrolled into a draw,
whereby for every KD 20 in their Youth
Account,  customers wil l  be given a
chance to win a cash prize of KD 200
every month.

The bank ’s  Youth Account was
launched for young individuals, around
the ages of 15 to 25, who seek to attain a
successful future. There is no KD limit to
open an account, and no minimum bal-
ance required to maintain it .
Furthermore, account holders receive free
prepaid card and an ATM card which enti-

tles them to discounts at selected mer-
chants.

To find out more about Burgan Bank’s
Youth Account as well as the latest pro-
motions, customers are required to visit
their nearest Burgan Bank branch or con-
tact the call center on 1804080. For more
information,  customers can vis it  the
bank’s website on www.burgan.com. 

Established in 1977, Burgan Bank is the
youngest commercial Bank and second
largest by assets in Kuwait, with a significant
focus on the corporate and financial institu-
tions sectors, as well as having a growing
retail,  and private bank customer base.
Burgan Bank has five majority owned sub-
sidiaries, which include Jordan Kuwait Bank,
Gulf Bank Algeria, Burgan Bank - Turkey,
Bank of Baghdad, Tunis International Bank,
in which Burgan Bank owns a majority stake.
Burgan Bank Group has one of the largest
regional branch networks with more than
235 branches across Kuwait, Turkey, Jordan,
Algeria, Iraq, Tunis, Lebanon and Palestine. 

Burgan Bank announces last 
Youth Draw Account winner

KUWAIT: After two consecutive months of posi-
tive growth, average monthly oil prices declined
during June-15  on the back of a number of con-
cerns surrounding the global economy. The Greek
loan repayment default had its fair share of
impact on global economies and on the oil mar-
ket as it pushed up USD/EUR rates thereby push-
ing crude oil prices as well as the prices of USD-
denominated oil imports. Moreover, after Greece’s
successful debt deal with six of its international
lenders, the USD once again rallied against major
currencies (EUR, yen and Swiss franc) as there was
a renewed focus on the possibility of a US Fed
rate hike in September this year. In addition, the
widening yield differentials between Europe and
the US also helped to strengthen the USD.  

Meanwhile, the slump in the Chinese stock
markets that fell by 30percent from a 7-year high
level also affected oil prices due to the fear that
China, being one of largest driver of oil demand,
could face an economic slowdown. Moreover, the
chances of a hard landing in China are also being
speculated.  

The much talked about Iran nuclear deal final-
ly went through on 14-July-15 affecting the oil
market as it leads to expectations of additional
supply to an already oversupplied market.
However, oil prices stabilized after the expected
increase in oil supply from Iran appeared to be
more gradual than originally believed and
believed to be more of a 2016 phenomenon.
Various polls pegged the increase in Iran’s oil sup-
ply at 0.25-0.5 mb/d within the next 6-12 months. 

Average monthly OPEC Reference Basket price
fell to $ 60.2/b in June-15, a decline of 3.1percent
from the previous month. The month closed at a
sub-$ 60/b oil price level of $58.79/b and contin-
ued to slide in July-15 reaching $55.99/b on 10-
July-15 after touching its lowest point since April-
15 as concerns regarding Iran continued to affect
prices. Meanwhile, Kuwait Blend Spot Price FOB
averaged at $59.3/b during June-15, a decline of
$1.86/b or 2.6percent after two consecutive
months of strong gains.   

Total OPEC production during June-2015 wit-
nessed a strong increase of 2.4percent or 0.744
mb/d to reach at 32.1 mb/d as compared to 31.39

mb/d in May-15. The biggest monthly jump in
production was recorded in Iraq that produced at
the rate of 4.4 mb/d during the month as com-
pared to 3.8 mb/d during the previous month, a
significant increase of 0.567 mb/d or 14.8percent.
However, the IEA pointed out in a report that this
surge in production is not permanent and the
Iraqi government has already told major oil com-
panies that run the southern oil fields to slow pro-
duction later during 2015. Moreover, oil price
were also affected after an EIA report pointed to a
surprise build in stockpiles in the US.   

World oil demand 
The latest oil monthly report from OPEC also

included detailed expectations for 2016.
According the report, world oil demand in 2016
is expected to grow at a faster pace than in 2015
rising by 1.34 mb/d from the 2015 levels to aver-
age around 93.94 mb/d on the back of improving
economic conditions in major global economies
that would lead to higher demand for trans-
portation fuels. This higher demand would be led
by non-OECD countries with 1.16 mb/d in total
demand, while growth in OECD nations is antici-
pated to increase by 0.18 mb/d. Within the OECD
economies, OECD Americas is expected to see
higher demand in 2016 partially offset by a slight
decline in demand from OECD Europe and Asia
Pacific (a total decline of 0.14 mb/d in these
economies).  

Total world oil demand growth for 2015 was
raised by 0.1 mb/d to 1.28 mb/d as compared to
the previous month’s growth estimate of 1.18
mb/d from the 2014 level to average around
92.61 mb/d. According to the latest monthly US
oil demand data, oil demand in the US continued
to rise in April-15. Demand during the first four
months of 2015 was higher by 0.4 mb/d led by
growing requirement for gasoline (on the back of
rising car sales and employment figures), distil-
late fuel and jet fuel due to the low oil price
requirement. Moreover, preliminary data for May-
15 and June-15 also pointed to a continued
increasing demand for oil in the US. Oil demand
also grew in Europe during May-15 especially in
Germany, France and the UK on the back of

improving economy. In OECD Asia Pacific, oil
consumption is expected to fall in 2015 by 0.12
mb/d due to a decline in demand from Japan. In
Other Asia, oil demand in India increased by 0.1
mn/b or 3.0percent during May-15 and the over-
all region is expected to see oil demand growth
of 0.26 mb/d in 2015. Latin America and the
Middle East are also expected to see rising oil
demand to the tune of 0.13 mb/d and 0.2 mb/d,
respectively. 

World oil supply 
Total non-OPEC supply in 2015 was revised up

by 0.22 mb/d as compared to the previous
monthly report and is expected to increase by
0.86 mb/d to average at 57.39 mb/d. The increase
comes despite a decline in US oil rig count for
most of 2015. Rig count in the US declined for 29
consecutive weeks after it picked up in July-15 for
two consecutive weeks to 645 rigs. Oil supply
from OECD countries was upgraded from the pre-
vious month’s estimates and is now estimated to
grow by 0.76 mb/d to average at 24.92 mb/d in
2015. Within the OECD, US would see the
strongest supply growth of 0.93 mb/d as com-
pared to an increase of 0.81 mb/d for the entire
OECD Americas region indicating a decline in
supply from Canada that was revised down by 80
tb/d. According the report, there was higher-
than-expected supply growth in the US in Q1-15
as well as Q2-15 based on preliminary data. On
the other hand, OECD Europe and OECD Asia
Pacific are expected to see a decline in supply to
the tune of 0.02 mb/d and 0.03 mb/d, respective-
ly. For the non-OPEC countries, supply growth is
expected to decline sequentially from Q1-15 to
Q3-15 and then rise Q4-15 led by seasonal factors.  

In 2016, oil supply is expected to increase by
0.30 mb/d to average at 57.69 mb/d as compare
to 56.52 mb/d in 2015. The year is expected to
see a decline in supply from the Middle East and
Africa (0.06 mb/d each) and to a higher extent
from FSU (-0.23 mb/d) on the back of 0.11 mb/d
decline in supply from Russia. However, higher
supply from the US and Latin America is expect-
ed to offset the decline in supply from the afore-
mentioned regions. 

KAMCO Oil Market Monthly Report 

Oil market returns to volatility



Fifty-six billion reasons why
TV may never be the same again

Jyoti Lalchandani

When news emerged from the United
States last week of a deal that would see
Charter Communications acquire media

giant Time Warner Cable for more than $56 billion,
the reverberations were felt right across the indus-

try. And with good
reason, for the pro-
posed deal will com-
bine the second and
third largest cable
operators in the coun-
try, with the new enti-
ty serving 23.9 million
customers across 41
states.

For a number of
years now, cable com-

panies in the U.S. have been coming under intensi-
fying competition from online service providers
such as Amazon and Netflix. The common
response has been to initiate efforts aimed at cut-
ting costs and improving the quality of their con-
tent, but there was always a sense that industry
consolidation on the scale of this latest deal was
ultimately inevitable. Indeed, a number of industry
commentators have suggested that the merger
addresses a long overdue need for a strong nation-
al player that can offer faster services for watching
and playing online content.

At this point, you may be wondering what
relevance this has to our own region. And the
answer is “a lot”. There may be various different
factors at play in each of the two markets, but
the endgame remains the same - customers are
increasingly shunning the idea of traditional ‘lin-
ear’ TV, choosing instead to view video content
at a time of their convenience. Commenting on
the future direction of the industry, Charter’s
CEO, Thomas M. Rutledge, said “It is not just the
small screens or the large screens in the house,
it is the mobile screens and more.” And it is this
observation that rings particularly true here in
the Middle East and North Africa (MENA).

Viewing habits in the region have steadily
been moving away from traditional linear TV
sources in recent years, with the market no
longer revolving around the act of watching
‘live’ TV on large television screens. The days of
sitting down in the living room at 7.30 every
evening to watch your favorite show are becom-
ing a thing of the past, with ‘TV Everywhere’
options such as digital video recorders (DVRs),
video-on-demand (VOD) services, streaming
platforms, and catchup services offering the
ability to consume content whenever, wherever,
and however the viewer decides.

Given this evolution in viewer behavior, the
focus is shifting noticeably to video content as
providers leverage its ability to engage, inspire,
and draw in consumers. And on top of all this, a
multitude of untethered content services have
recently emerged to stoke the flames of compe-
tition in the MENA region, including the likes of

Go by OSN, Invision by STC, Icflix, istikana.com,
and StarzPlay. These over-the-top (OT T )
providers are offering ad hoc on-demand con-
tent without the need for ongoing subscrip-
tions, and they have the potential to cause as
much disruption here as Amazon and Netflix
have in the States.

It is abundantly clear that MENA represents a
truly dynamic and growing content market,
with pay-TV companies, free-to-air (FTA) giants,
and regionally focused OTT offerings all vying for
eyeballs and attempting to maximize their poten-
tial profits on video content. How they ultimately
achieve this is the million-dollar question, although
various strategies are beginning to take shape both
here and in the more mature media markets of
Western Europe and the United States. 

Digital advertising
Typically sitting front and center of these

strategies is the quest to enhance customer inter-
action, with social media and content personal-
ization becoming essential for appealing to the
region’s huge youth population. The ability to
properly harvest and analyze customer data plays
a key role in this, enabling providers to tailor con-
tent offerings through highly tuned auto-gener-
ated suggestions that direct individual viewers to
must-watch features that they would otherwise
miss altogether. Gamification initiatives have also
been successful in this regard, generating
enhanced customer insights and facilitating a
more in-depth understanding of consumer
behavior.

Alongside this, we are seeing the emergence
of digital advertising strategies in the region, with
the likes of Du and Etisalat beginning to experi-
ment with dynamic ad insertion (DAI) techniques
in a bid to squeeze greater advertising revenue
from their video content. And elsewhere in the
region, the introduction of innovative new pay-
ment systems is helping to unlock the huge
potential customer base here in MENA that is
either unwilling or simply unable to pay for serv-
ices through traditional channels.

The options may be myriad but it is clear that
the industry has now reached a critical junction
in its evolution. Viewing habits are shifting irrevo-
cably right across the world, and as Charter’s CEO
noted, the method used for accessing content is
becoming less important. Whether it is viewed on
a big screen, a laptop, a tablet, or a smartphone is
largely irrelevant; what truly matters is that video
is now a megatrend that is here to stay. The fall-
out here in MENA is unlikely to be as dramatic as
a $56 billion takeover bid, but with multiscreen
video experiences set to shape the future direc-
tion of the market, the next few years should be
eventful to say the least! 

The columnist is group vice president and
regional managing director for the Middle East,
Africa and Turkey at global ICT market intelli-
gence and advisory firm International Data
Corporation (IDC). He can be contacted via
Twitter @JyotiIDC
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SEOUL: This file photo taken on July 8, 2014 shows visitors walking past a
glass door showing the logo of Samsung Electronics at the company’s show-
room in Seoul.  A bitter dispute over the proposed merger of two Samsung
affiliates comes to a head tomorrow with a shareholder vote that could —
whatever the result — force a shift in corporate governance practice among
South Korea’s giant, family-run conglomerates. —AFP

JAKARTA: From drones to smart-
phone apps, Indonesia is harness-
ing technology to tackle traffic
chaos during the annual mass exo-
dus before the Muslim Eid holiday,
when the potholed roads of over-
populated Java become clogged
with millions of slow-moving cars
and crashes are frequent.

Cities in the world’s most popu-
lous Muslim-majority country emp-
ty every year at the end of the holy
month of Ramadan as people head
to villages to celebrate Eid with
their families. 

This trip is an annual ritual
known locally as “mudik” that trans-
forms journeys of a few hundred
kilometres (miles) into 24-hour
odysseys.  The crush is particularly
acute on Java, a crowded island
that is home to more than half of
Indonesia’s 250 million people.

Hundreds of new vehicles are
hitting the road every day as the
economy booms, but scant invest-
ment means many routes remain as
they have for years-narrow, ageing
roads snaking through mountain-
ous terrain.

“Mentally, we are prepared,” said
Astri Wahyuni, who was gearing up
to travel to a village in central Java
from the capital Jakarta with her
husband and two young children
for Eid, which is expected to fall on
Friday. The journey normally takes
as little as five hours-but in the run-
up to Eid, it can last 25. 

This year, however, a series of
new technological tools are being
rolled out in an attempt to ease the
traffic chaos. 

In Jakarta-an overcrowded, grim
metropolis that suffers notorious
traffic jams which only get worse in
the run-up to Eid-police have
deployed drones for the first time
this year to monitor traffic as it
floods out of the city. 

The unmanned aerial vehicles
whizz high above the outskirts of
the city, which has a population of
about 10 million, with images
relayed in real-time back to a traf-
fic-monitoring centre where police
can make quick decisions as issues
arise.

“If there’s bad traffic, if there’s an
accident, we’ll be able to see it from
above,” Jakarta police spokesman
Muhammad Iqbal told AFP.

App explosion 
Police have also launched a

smartphone app that allows driv-
ers to access the police CCTV net-
work  v ia  their  handsets  and
check traffic conditions on vital

motorways.
It will  face stiff competition

from a series of specialised “mudik”
apps launched in t ime for the
annual holiday, with technology
companies seeking to capitalise on
the growing popularity of smart-
phones as cheaper models flood
the market and incomes rise.

Services such as “Ayo Mudik”
and “Media Mudik” help locate the
nearest mosque and inform drivers
when they should start fasting, a

requirement for Muslims during
daylight hours in Ramadan. 

Countless map and GPS naviga-
tion apps have added extra
“mudik” features that identify rest
stops, petrol stations and meet-up
spots for car pooling.

And those wanting to docu-
ment their “mudik” in pictures can
download “Instadeen”,  which
allows users to add religious text

or Koranic verses to their photos
before posting them online.

Shinta Dhanuwardoyo, the
founder and CEO of Indonesian
digital media agency Bubu, said
tech entrepreneurs were being
creative, developing apps tailored
to the particular characteristics of
the country’s mass exodus.

“These apps may not necessari-
ly work in other countries, it’s very
localised,” she said. Despite the
technical innovations, there was

little sign “mudik” in 2015 was any
different from previous years, with
hours-long queues on major
routes and reports of scores of
people killed in crashes since the
weekend, when the exodus began.

To stand any chance of serious-
ly reducing the chaos, observers
say major investment in public
transport and infrastructure is
needed, something that new

President Joko Widodo has
pledged but which has yet to
materialise.

Some don’t want to see an end
to the chaos, however, and believe
sitting in hours-long traffic jams is
all part of the festive spirit.

“You can enjoy the trip, making
memories with your family,”
Wahyuni said.  “That is something
you cannot replace with social
media, I think, the uniqueness of
the ‘mudik’ tradition itself.” —AFP

Drones and phones to tackle 
Indonesian holiday road chaos
New technological tools being rolled out to ease traffic

JAKARTA: In this photo taken on July 11, 2015 Indonesian transportation agency officials moni-
tor a big screen showing all surveillance cameras at their command post in Jakarta, to observe
the condition of main roads, airports, train stations and sea ports which are being used by
Indonesians to go to their home town to celebrate Eid al-Fitr with their families. —AFP

SEOUL: A bitter dispute over the proposed
merger of two Samsung affiliates comes to a
head Friday with a shareholder vote that
could-whatever the result-force a shift in
corporate governance practice among
South Korea’s giant, family-run conglomer-
ates.  In a country not known for investor
activism, the campaign against the takeover
of construction company Samsung C&T by
affiliate Cheil Industries has been unusually
loud and well organised.

Spearheading opposition to the merger
is the US hedge fund Elliott Associates,
which is the third largest shareholder in C&T
and has unsuccessfully moved the courts to
block the deal on the grounds that it signifi-
cantly undervalues the construction firm.

For Samsung’s founding Lee family, the
takeover is key to consolidating its grip on
the multi-headed conglomerate ahead of a
generational power transfer.  The family-run
corporations, or “chaebol”, which dominate
the South Korean economy are used to run-
ning their business their own way, with little
interest in the concerns of minority share-
holders.

But as companies like Samsung and LG
have become global brands, they have
attracted overseas investors with a strong
sense of shareholder rights that is increas-
ingly seeping into the domestic Korean
investor culture.  More than 3,000 individual
investors have created an online forum
aimed at blocking the C&T takeover.
Although their combined stake in C&T is less
than one percent, the group’s mere exis-
tence is a sign of changing times.

A ‘new phase’ 
“What we’re witnessing here is a new

phase in investor-corporate interaction in

South Korea,” said Charles Lee, research
director for North Asia with the Hong Kong-
based Asian Corporate Governance
Association (ACGA).  “There is an increasing
awareness, even among domestic retail
investors, that the way some chaebols
behave towards minority shareholders can’t
go on forever,” Lee told AFP.

Samsung C&T executives argue that the
merger makes good business sense and will
enhance shareholder value in the long-run,
and insist that the details of the all-stock
deal are in full compliance with relevant
laws and regulations.  So far, the South
Korean courts have agreed, but Elliott con-
tinues to argue that the merger is “unfair,
unlawful and significantly damaging” to
C&T shareholders’ interests.

The two sides have spent the weeks
leading up to Friday’s vote locked in an
intense campaign for shareholder support,
with Samsung needing a two-thirds majori-
ty to get the merger approved.

On Monday, Samsung C&T took out an
advertisement-titled “An earnest plea to
shareholders”-that ran on the front page of
nearly every major South Korean daily
newspaper and urged support for the deal.
Elliot has also been active, garnering back-
ing for its opposition stance from big-name
institutional investors like pension giant
APG Groep NV, Canada Pension Plan
Investment Board and Aberdeen Asset
Management.  In an e-mailed statement on
Wednesday, Elliott urged all shareholders to
“ensure their voices are heard and (they) are
not railroaded into swapping their under-
valued shares”.

“This is your last chance to protect the
value of your investment,” the statement
said. —AFP

Battle over Samsung merger 
holds potential for change

SASEBO: From the receptionist that does the
check-in and check-out to the porter that’s an
automated trolley taking luggage up to the room,
this hotel in southwestern Japan, aptly called
Weird Hotel, is “manned” almost totally by robots
to save labor costs.  Hideo Sawada, who runs the
hotel as part of an amusement park, insists using
robots is not a gimmick, but a serious effort to uti-
lize technology and achieve efficiency.  The recep-
tionist robot that speaks in English is a vicious-
looking dinosaur, and the one that speaks
Japanese is a female humanoid with blinking lash-
es. “If you want to check in, push one,” the dinosaur
says. The visitor still has to punch a button on the
desk, and type in information on a touch panel
screen.

Henn na Hotel, as it is called in Japanese, was
shown to reporters Wednesday, complete with
robot demonstrations, ahead of its opening to
the public Friday.Another feature of the hotel is
the use of facial recognition technology, instead
of the standard electronic keys, by registering the
digital image of the guest’s face during check-in.
The reason? Robots aren’t good at finding keys, if
people happen to lose them.

A giant robotic arm, usually seen in manufac-
turing, is encased in glass quarters in the corner
of the lobby. It lifts one of the boxes stacked into
the wall and puts it out through a space in the

glass, where a guest can place an item in it, to use
as a locker.The arm will put the box back into the
wall, until the guest wants it again. The system is
called “robot cloak room.”

Why a simple coin locker won’t do isn’t the
point. “I wanted to highlight innovation,” Sawada
told reporters. “I also wanted to do something
about hotel prices going up.”

Staying at Henn na Hotel starts at 9,000 yen
($80), a bargain for Japan, where a stay in one of
the nicer hotels can easily cost twice or three
times that much.  The concierge is a doll-like hair-
less robot with voice recognition that prattles
breakfast and event information. It cannot call a
cab or do other errands.

Japan is a world leader in robotics technology,
and the government is trumpeting robotics as a
pillar of its growth strategy. Robots have long
been used here in manufacturing. But interest is
also high in exploring the potential of robots in
human interaction, including helping care for the
elderly.

Robotics is also key in the decommissioning of
the three reactors in Fukushima, northern Japan,
which went into meltdowns in 2011, in the worst
nuclear catastrophe since Chernobyl.

One area Henn na Hotel still relies on human
beings is security.  The place is dotted with securi-
ty cameras, and real people are watching every-

thing through a monitor to make sure guests stay
safe and no one makes off with one of the expen-
sive robots.  “And they still can’t make beds,” said
Sawada, who has also engineered the rise of a
popular affordable Japanese travel agency.

He has big ambitions for his robot hotel con-
cept and wants to open another one soon in
Japan, and later abroad. He is also eager to add
other languages, such as Chinese and Korean, to
the robots’ vocabulary.

A block-shaped robot that was scuttling
around in the lobby had been brought in to do
room service, delivering beverages and simple
snacks. But it wasn’t ready to do that
yet.Outdoors, Sawada also demonstrated a drone
that flew in to deliver a few small jars filled with
snacks. He said he wanted to eventually have
drones perform in shows for guests.  In the hotel’s
rooms, a lamp-size robot in the shape of a fat pink
tulip called Tuly answers simple questions like,
“What time is it?” and “What is the weather tomor-
row?”

You can also tell it to turn the room lights on or
off. There are no switches on the walls.  Sawada is
keeping the hotel half-filled for the first few
weeks to make sure nothing goes wrong.

He also canceled at the last minute the
overnight stay planned for media. The robots sim-
ply weren’t ready. —AP

Robots do check-in, check-out 
at cost-cutting Japan hotel

SASEBO: A receptionist robot, left, greets a hotel employee, right, demonstrating how to check in for the media at the new hotel,
aptly called Henn na Hotel or Weird Hotel, in Sasebo, southwestern Japan, yesterday. From the receptionist that does the check-
in and check-out to the porter that’s a stand-on-wheels taking luggage up to the room, the hotel, that is run as part of Huis Ten
Bosch amusement park, is ‘manned’ almost totally by robots to save labor costs. —AP



PARIS: The effects of air pollution cost France
some 100 billion euros ($110.1 billion) each
year, a French Senate committee report esti-
mated yesterday, citing impact to health as
the major expense. The study said air pollu-
tion is not merely a health threat, but also rep-
resents “an economic aberration” costing the
French state and businesses billions annually
in treating illness, and financing employee
sick leave, lost productivity, reduced agricul-
ture yields and cleaning up sooty buildings
and other venues.

It estimated the financial impact of atmos-
pheric pollution for health reasons at
“between 68 and 97 billion euros” per year,
ranging from treatment of aggravated condi-
tions like asthma to battling forms of cancer
caused by smog.  

It pegged the direct cost to France’s health
care system at least three billion euros per
year, with the remainder of the linked largely
to time and productivity lost by businesses
whose employees require sick leave during
peak pollution periods.

Outlays for non-health reasons like lower
crop production and the cleaning of black-

ened buildings were estimated at 4.3 billion
euros.

Though the report noted past efforts to
battle atmospheric pollution had lowered
overall smog levels in France-especially
around industrial sites-sources like ground
transport and heating systems have made the
problem more diffuse and present at higher
levels in indoor air than before.

The study recommends a range of fiscal
policies to encourage use of cleaner technolo-
gies, and measures to compliment incom-
plete or inefficient regulations already in
place.  Pollution has become a major problem
in Paris and several other French cities, whose
air periodically becomes clogged with tiny
floating particles that can penetrate deep into
the lungs and the blood system and can
cause cancer.

The World Health Organization says fine
particle air pollution is responsable for about
42,000 premature deaths in France each year.

In March, French authorities briefly forced
half the cars off the roads of Paris under and
even-and-odd licence plate scheme used dur-
ing dangerously high smog episodes. — AFP

MONROVIA: In this Tuesday, June 30, 2015, file photo health workers wash their hands after taking a  blood specimen from a child to test for the
Ebola virus in a area where a 17-year old boy died from the virus on the outskirts of Monrovia, Liberia.  — AP
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QINGDAO: What do Chinese women do when
they want to go swimming but maintain their
pearly-white complexion? They put on a mask
made for the beach, and fondly known as a
face-kini. A pale complexion is highly prized as
delicate and feminine in China while dark skin
suggests tanning caused by farming the fields
or other lowly, outdoor work.

The face -k ini  appeared in 2004 on the
beaches of the coastal city of Qingdao, in
response to demands for full protection from

both the sun and from jellyfish stings.
The inventor,  former accountant Zhang

Shifan, told Reuters she never imagined here
mask would become so popular with about
30,000 of them sold over the past year.

But there’s a hitch. The masks scare chil-
dren, Zhang said. “In the past, I really wanted
to do everything I could to avoid scaring peo-
ple,” said Zhang, who owns her own swim-
wear shop.  She said she had considered a
whole range of different colours but they all

looked scary, so she decided to borrow the
colourful face-paint designs of traditional
Peking Opera. “So little children might not be
so scared,” she explained. Zhang is hoping her
new line will add to her business which has
been so successful that counter feits have
cropped up across the country.  For 64-year-
old Wang Baoyu, one of Zhang’s loyal cus-
tomers of nearly 10 years, nothing beats the
original.

“This store is authentic and I rode the bus

for more than an hour to come here. I wouldn’t
dare buy one from a street vendor as I’m afraid
of buying a counterfeit,” Wang said.

To be sure, the face-kini isn’t for everyone.
Zhang Xing, a 31-year-old beach-goer, said

she would never wear one but nevertheless,
she had praise for inventor Zhang and her new
design.  “She really is someone who is full of
ideas,” she said. “She’s able to make something
that can both protect people’s skin and blend
it with traditional Chinese culture.” — Reuters

MONROVIA: Liberia said yesterday a second patient
had died in a resurgence of the Ebola virus and the out-
break had spread to its capital city.

The sixth confirmed case since the virus re-emerged
at the end of June was a healthcare worker in Monrovia,
chief medical officer Francis Karteh said on state radio.

“Now we have four cases in (treatment). We have six
confirmed cases in Liberia-two are already dead,” he
said. The latest cluster of infections emerged in a village
near the international airport in the coastal county of
Margibi, when a 17-year-old boy tested positive for
Ebola after his death. “Ebola is no longer confined to
Margibi County. A case has been reported in Monrovia,
but has been reported expired,” Karteh said.

“The case was carried in a critical condition to the
(Ebola treatment unit) and later died.”

The man was being monitored as a known contact
of one of the previous cases, but hid his illness from the
authorities by taking medication to bring down his
temperature, Karteh said. He warned that efforts to
contain the outbreak were being hampered by people
not admitting they’d had contact with Ebola patients.

“We need to be open. We need to be honest to our-
selves. It is through honesty that we can stop this dis-
ease... If you are to go to a general clinic with a fever you
need to tell the healthcare worker that you are a con-
tact,” he said. The world’s worst Ebola outbreak has
killed more than 11,250 people in west Africa, brought
fragile health care systems to their knees, rolled back
economic gains and sent investors fleeing.

The epidemic spread to Liberia from Guinea in
March 2014, killing more than 4,800 Liberians before

the World Health Organization (WHO) declared the
country free of transmission on May 9 this year.

Tests on the 17-year-old showed the variant which
killed him was genetically similar to the 2014 outbreak.

Battling the outbreak
The WHO said this showed that the resurgence of

the disease was unlikely to be due to the virus being re-
introduced from Sierra Leone, which is also battling the
outbreak, or Guinea. New infections in Sierra Leone and
Guinea have fallen dramatically, although the two
countries are still reporting more than 20 new cases
each week between them.  Meanwhile, two new Ebola
vaccine trials began yesterday with volunteers in
Britain, France and Senegal getting “prime-boost”
immunisations developed by Bavarian Nordic,
GlaxoSmithKline and Johnson & Johnson. The mid-
stage, or Phase II, trials are designed primarily to test
the vaccines’ safety, but will also assess whether they
provoke an immune response against the deadly virus.

The development of the prime-boost and other
vaccines was accelerated in response to vast outbreaks
of Ebola in West Africa, where at least 11,200 people
have died so far in Guinea, Sierra Leone and Liberia.

“The current Ebola outbreak has reinforced that
speed of response is crucial,” said Egeruan Babatunde
Imoukhuede, who is coordinating one of the trials in
Senegal. “Outbreak diseases spread quickly, so any vac-
cination approach must be able to keep up.”

Data from the World Health Organization show
there were 30 confirmed cases of Ebola in West Africa in
the week to July 5.

In Liberia, which had been declared Ebola-free in
May, a sixth new case was confirmed on Tuesday in
what health officials fear is a new wave of the outbreak.

Preventing infection
While the number of Ebola cases has dropped

sharply in recent months, researchers said the flare-up
in Liberia underlines the need to push ahead with
developing potential vaccines that may help control
this and future outbreaks. The trial of the Bavarian
Nordic and J&J prime-boost combination initially aims
to recruit more than 600 healthy adult volunteers in
Britain and France. 

Bavarian said it hoped to launch another later phase
of this trial in Africa later this year involving 1,200 volun-
teers, but other large clinical trials have recently been
thwarted by the drop in case numbers.

Previously planned trials of GSK, Merck and J&J
shots in West Africa have been struggling to recruit vol-
unteers with enough exposure to Ebola to prove
whether their vaccines are doing the job and prevent-
ing infection. The second trial will be conducted in
Senegal and uses two vaccines tested first in people at
Oxford University’s Jenner Institute and being devel-
oped in a partnership with GSK. The first, based on a
chimpanzee adenovirus, is designed to stimulate, or
prime, an initial immune response, while the second is
designed to boost that response. Each vaccine is based
on genetically modifying safe viruses to carry just one
part of the Ebola virus that will stimulate the body’s
immune system. Researchers stressed that none of the
shots contains any live Ebola virus.— Agencies

Liberia announces second Ebola
death as new outbreak spreads
Two new trials of vaccines begin in Europe, Africa

GENEVA: The sun-powered plane Solar Impulse 2 will be
grounded for months in Hawaii to carry out battery
repairs, after completing nearly half of an unprecedented
round-the-world flight, the project said yesterday. 

“Irreversible damage to certain parts of the batteries
will require repairs which will take several months,” it said
in a statement. The team said last week that battery tem-
peratures in the innovative craft had surged during a gru-
elling, five-day journey from Japan to Hawaii, and there
was no way to cool the battery packs once the aircraft
was in flight. 

There had been hope that repairs could be complet-

ed by next month, but the statement said fixes will take
until “early spring 2016.” A spokeswoman for the project
separately told AFP that it was possible the battery packs
needed to be replaced entirely if the existing system
could not be repaired.  “We don’t know yet if we have to
change everything or if we can repair (the existing mate-
rial)”, but any new parts would have to be produced by
the project, she said.  “It’s not like you can order them,” as
the craft is unique, she added.  

Not a ‘technical failure’ 
The aircraft has been flown by Swiss businessman

and pilot Andre Borschberg, 62, who has already set a
new record for the longest solo plane flight. His 118-hour
journey across the Pacific smashed the previous record of
76 hours and 45 minutes set by US adventurer Steve
Fossett in 2006. His partner, Swiss aviator Bertrand
Piccard had been scheduled to pilot the next leg of the
journey from Hawaii to Phoenix, Arizona.

The Solar Impulse 2 team said the battery overheat-
ing during the long flight across the Pacific Ocean was
not caused by “a technical failure” or “a weakness in the
technology.” Instead, the problem was a failure to fully
anticipate the quick rate at which battery temperatures
can rise in tropical climates.

“The Solar Impulse engineering team will be studying
various options for better cooling and heating processes
for very long flights,” the project said. The aircraft took off
from the United Arab Emirates (UAE) earlier this year
powered by 17,000 solar cells, with the project aimed at
promoting the use of renewable energy. Its wingspan is
longer than a jumbo jet but its weight is roughly the
same as a car thanks to its light construction. 

A series of setbacks 
Once repairs are completed, the plane is expected to

cross the United States, stopping in New York before a
trans-Atlantic flight to Europe. From there, the pilots plan
to make their back to the point of departure in Abu
Dhabi. 

The battery damage is the latest in a series of hitches.
Borschberg experienced a problem with one of his eyes,
which forced him to cut short his flight over Asia and
return to Switzerland for several days.  The plane was
also not supposed to land in Japan, but bad weather en
route from Nanjing in China to Hawaii forced a diversion
at the start of June. Solar Impulse 2 was stranded in
Japan for nearly a month, with the crew scouring long-
range forecasts for a favourable weather window.
“Setbacks are part of the challenges of a project which is
pushing technological boundaries to the limits,” the proj-
ect said yesterday. — AFP

Record-breaking Solar Impulse 2 
grounded for ‘several months’

ZHENGZHOU: Just before midnight, the pavement
outside the glowing high-rise towers of the First
Affiliated Hospital of Zhengzhou University is lit-
tered with slumbering bodies. Splayed on colourful
mats or tucked into folding cots, these are patients’
relatives. Inside, beds line hallways and crowd ele-
vator lobbies, while relatives share gurneys with
patients and doze in brightly lit stairwells. The
world’s biggest hospital with about 7,000 beds,
Zhengzhou First Affiliated, in central China, is still
not big enough.

“My dad paid for a bed but still couldn’t get
one,” said Ma Wenxiao, a university student from
the central city of Wuhan, whose father waited two
days for a bed after travelling to Zhengzhou for
chemotherapy. Demand for healthcare is booming
in China, driven by a growing middle class,
improved health insurance coverage and an aging
population. In response, some of the country’s
public hospitals are adding beds by the thousand.

China now has 16 public hospitals with more
than 3,000 beds.  NewYork-Presbyterian, the largest
hospital in the United States according to Becker’s
Hospital Review, has 2,478 beds.

But unlike the rest of the economy, where
China wants growth, this expansion has policymak-
ers worried. Hospital build-outs testify to a lack of
public confidence in rural healthcare. They add to
local government debt and may not be providing
cost-effective care.

Last summer, Beijing issued a directive restrict-
ing expansion of public hospitals, but hospital
administrators appear to be finding ways around it.

Hospitals’ building binge, and the government’s
response, highlights the dilemmas facing the coun-
try’s healthcare system, experts say. In China today,
says Liu Tingfang, a professor at Tsinghua
University, “hospitals have to expand if they want
to survive”.

Bigger is better
Despite government efforts to encourage

patients to use smaller local hospitals, most
Chinese still feel safer being treated for everything
from ear aches to emphysema in major university-
affiliated hospitals in big cities.

Hospital heads, too, believe that bigger is bet-
ter.  Government funding provides less than 10 per-
cent of state hospital operating budgets, and the
state holds public hospital fees low to keep care
affordable.

As China has chipped away at the drug mark-
ups they once relied on, many hospitals see expan-
sion as a way to raise revenues.

Big hospitals often have support from local
governments, which approve and help fund hospi-
tal expansion in part because they are evaluated
on their ability to drive growth.

China’s big hospitals are now so large that some
have their own police stations. One doctor at the
First Affiliated Hospital of Wenzhou Medical

University even briefly wore roller skates to get
around the wards faster after the hospital’s expan-
sion.

Patient-doctor conflicts
But even as patients flock to them, giant hospi-

tals have become magnets for controversy.
Patients come expecting to see top doctors,

says Li Huijuan, a Beijing-based lawyer who han-
dles medical cases.

But rapidly expanding hospitals have to hire
less experienced medics, says Li, creating a gap
between patient expectations and reality that “can
cause or exacerbate conflicts between doctors and
patients”. Rapid expansion can also increase pres-
sure on medical personnel, as increases in bed
numbers may outpace growth in staffing levels.

And as the recent MERS outbreak in South
Korea showed, large and oversubscribed hospitals
can be conduits for infection and disease. About
half of the nearly 200 cases in the country were
traced to the 1,900-bed Samsung Medical Center in
Seoul, where long waits for a bed are common.

“When you have a lot of people packed in a
small area, it increases the risk of transmission of
infectious pathogens,” says Neil Fishman, associate
chief medical officer at the University of
Pennsylvania Health System.

An official at Zhengzhou First Affiliated said the
large volume of patients was a reflection of
demand, and that the hospital did daily inspections
to ensure patient safety. The hospital declined
requests for an interview. According to its website,
it plans to add 3,000 beds at another location.

Low returns on investment
The problems that giant hospitals create ripple

through China’s healthcare system. Some 60 to 80
percent of patients in big hospitals could be treat-
ed at community medical centres, says Ma
Jingdong, associate professor at Huazhong
University of Science & Technology in Wuhan.

Big hospitals may have high cost bases and be
poorly suited to providing continuous care for
chronic diseases. “We may be spending a lot but in
reality, we may not seeing the same level of returns
in terms of public health,” says Prof Ma.

Chen Xiaoming, president of the First Affiliated
Hospital of Wenzhou Medical University, told
Reuters that the number of beds at his hospital -
currently 3,770 at two locations - may decline in
coming years in line with government reforms.

But the public’s faith in big hospitals may be
hard to shake. Standing in a swirl of people at the
Zhengzhou hospital, a man who would only give
his name as Cai said he hadn’t thought twice about
rising at 5 a.m. and waiting for several hours so that
his wife could see a gynaecologist, perhaps for a
minute or less.

“This is normal,” Cai said, surveying the crowd.
“Chinese people are used to this.” — Reuters

Bigger may not be better 
for China’s ‘super hospitals’

China’s famous ‘face-kini’ gets Peking Opera-inspired facelift 

PARIS: A file picture taken on March 18, 2015 shows the Eiffel tower and Paris’
roofs through a haze of pollution, as the city is experiencing a periodic pollution
peak. The effects of air pollution cost France some 100 billion euros ($110.1 bil-
lion) each year, a French Senate committee report estimated yesterday, citing
impact to health as the major expense. — AFP

KAPOLEI:  In this July 3, 2015, file photo, ground crew push the Solar Impulse 2, a solar powered air-
plane, towards the hangar after landing at the Kalaeloa Airport in Kapolei, Hawaii. The Solar
Impulse team said in a news release early yesterday, that they are suspending the around-the-world
journey in Hawaii, after the plane suffered battery damage during its flight to the islands. — AP

Air pollution costs France 
100 billion euros per year



SHESHURINO: More than 70
years after Gennady Vinogradov
was born in the small village of
Sheshurino, northwest of
Moscow, he just asks for one
thing: to be able to die there in
dignity.

But news that the authorities
will be closing the village’s clinic-
the only one for miles around-has
driven him and his neighbours to
breaking point.

“If they close this clinic, it will
be a catastrophe. We pay our
(compulsory) insurance fees and
have a right to healthcare,” the
76-year-old said, surrounded by
two dozen of his neighbours.

It seems as if the government
“wants to kill us,” he said.

While the consequences of
Russia’s economic downturn are
less visible in 

the capital, remote rural com-
munities like Sheshurino have
been left to fend for themselves
as the remnants of state support
disappear.

Experts say recent attempts to
reform Russia’s healthcare system
with a reduced budget have led
death rates to rise from 13.5 per
1,000 in the first quarter of 2014
to 14 this year.

President Vladimir Putin last
month ordered his government
to take immediate measures
against the “significant rise in
mortality.”

‘Skype’ doctors 
In Sheshurino, residents had

just one request for Putin: to keep
their clinic open and pay a local
health worker to treat residents.

The clinic has been demoted
to a convalescent home for elder-
ly patients but it remains the only
place where locals can get med-
ical care, whether for chronic con-
ditions or emergencies.

I ts head, Galina Lebedeva,
gets no money to treat them and
does so at her own risk.

“People come to me for help
and I help them even though I’m

not supposed to,” the energetic
41-year-old said. 

“My boss calls me Mother
Teresa,” she said, referring to the
Albanian-born nun, whose work
among the poorest of the poor in
the Indian city of Kolkata earned
her the sobriquet “Saint of the
Gutters.” 

Lebedeva was recently told
“there is no more money” to keep
her and her staff of 15, including
nurses and care assistants, work-
ing in the village.

She expects the facil ity to
close by the end of this year. That
means a loss of income for 15

families depending on salaries
ranging from under $100 to $200
a month.

Sheshurino, which lies 400
kilometres (250 miles) northwest
of Moscow, is quintessential
Russia with its scattering of log
houses along the edge of a pic-
turesque lake looking much like it
did in the tsarist era. 

Alexei Kuropatkin, a local son
and Russia’s war minister under
the last Tsar Nicholas II, built the
clinic in 1908. The facility sur-
vived wars, the 1917 Revolution
and the collapse of Communism.

Russia has 83,000 villages with

less than 100 residents, making it
difficult to retain doctors there,
Health Minister Veronika
Skvortsova said in June. 

Instead, people could use
Skype to consult health profes-
sionals, she said.  Such a sugges-
tion brings nothing but anger in
Sheshurino, where promises to
install a fibre-optic cable seem
far-fetched. 

“We don’t have cellphone cov-
erage here and landline phones
only work every couple of days-if
the weather is good,” Vinogradov
fumed.

The nearest hospital is at least

two hours away by car, and when
a local resident suffered a stroke
recently, the ambulance took five
hours to come.

The only bus runs twice a
week, while a taxi to the hospital
costs more than $50.

The clinic used to have a horse
and cart for transport, but the
horse was sold for meat last year
on orders of regional authorities,
who claimed it was too expen-
sive.

Poor Russians left out  
In a Bloomberg ranking of

healthcare based on l ife
expectancy and costs, Russia was
put in last place in a list of 51
countries. It spends 3.7 percent of
the GDP on healthcare, and that
budget is set to shrink during
recession.

There have been attempts to
make the system efficient, mod-
ernise hospitals and reduce in-
patient treatment.

But while some urban hospi-
tals benefit from better equip-
ment, poor Russians in the coun-
tryside are ending up with no
care at all.

The country lost 90,000 health
workers last year while medicines
became more expensive, Russia’s
audit chamber said last month.

A report by the Committee of
Civic Initiatives, a group headed
by former finance minister Alexei
Kudrin, concluded recently that
misguided reforms were the rea-
son for the rise in mortality.

“Small villages have the high-
est mortality for middle-aged and
elderly populations,” the report
said, with central Russia the
worst-hit.

In Sheshurino, people are see-
ing their already hard l ives
becoming impossible due to the
new policies, said Lebedeva.

“ The people who came up
with them have never seen rural
life, they don’t know the reality of
how people live, how they strug-
gle to survive.” — AFP
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KINSHASA: There is no shortage of protein in
Kinshasa’s Gambela Market, from cows to antelope
and snakes. But it is the blue and silver bowls brim-
ming with twitching crickets, termites and slithering
mealworms that do the briskest trade.

Experts hope that the love of edible insects in
Democratic Republic of Congo may hold the key to
tackling widespread hunger among its roughly 65
million people by scaling up a millennia-old con-
sumption habit.

Six-and-a-half million people live in food insecu-
rity in the giant central African country, according to
the World Food Programme (WFP), largely due to
low agricultural productivity and persistent violence
in its volatile east.

Edible insects, which are just starting to win
acceptance in the West, have long been one of
Congo’s most popular dishes.  Often served as bar
food or on special occasions, they are grilled and
commonly served with hot pepper, lemon and

onions. “This is the main food of Congolese,” said
Marie-Colette Bena, who sells clothing at the mar-
ket, “I’m proud to eat that food.”

The average household in the capital Kinshasa
consumes about 300 grams of caterpillar a week,
according to a UN study but insect supplies can be
seasonal and are generally more expensive than
other types of food.

In Kinshasa a kilogramme of crickets costs about
$50, more than twice the price of beef. Congo’s
environment ministry and the U.N. Food and
Agriculture Organization (FAO) hope to capitalize
on Congo’s affinity for the crunchy fare with a new
programme to promote insect cultivation, a plan
that could make them more widely available and
bring down prices.

The project, due to begin in October, will train
two hundred people - most of them women - in
western Congo to cultivate caterpillars and crickets.
Laurent Kikeba, who oversees the project for the

FAO, said it would be the first of its kind in the
world. A national centre to promote insect harvest-
ing will be launched and the FAO will work with the
government to craft legal norms to regulate the
sector.

Ideal food
Though the FAO estimates that Congolese con-

sume 14,000 tonnes of insects each year, Kikeba
said there are no farms specifically dedicated to rais-
ing them. Instead, they are collected by hacking
down trees or digging deep into the soil.

Kikeba said that year-round farming could dra-
matically increase production, currently limited by
seasonal variations in the availability of different
species.

“For the fight against malnutrition, this is an ideal
food,” said Paul Monzambe, a professor of agronomy
at the National Pedagogic University (UPN) in
Kinshasa, who is collaborating on the project. “The

crisis is such that we must think now of all possible
approaches.” In a 2013 report, the FAO hailed insect
cultivation as a practical and environmentally-
friendly tool to boost food production as supply
struggles to keep pace with global population
growth.

The report notes insects are bountiful, widely
consumed and contain high levels of protein, fat,
vitamins, fibre and minerals. They tend to require
less feed and yield more meat per kilogramme than
traditional protein sources.

Insects can also be raised in confined spaces
with little capital investment, lowering barriers to
entry for women, who struggle to access land and
credit, the report said. Increased production should
start to drive down prices, allowing Congolese to
consume more of their preferred delicacies. That’s
music to Monzambe’s ears.

“I am a huge consumer,” he laughs. “I can’t go a
week without eating them!” — Reuters

SHESHURINO: A picture taken on July 2, 2015 shows nurses speaking with an eldery man at the clinic
in the village of Sheshurino, some 400 kilometres northwest of Moscow. While Russia’s economic
downturn is less visible in the capital, remote rural communities like Sheshurino have been left to
fend for themselves as the remnants of state support disappear completely. Observers say that recent
attempts to reform Russia’s healthcare system with a diminished budget are causing death rates to
rise — from 13.5 to 14 per 1000 people in the first quarter, compared to last year.— AFP

Rescue saves

rare Philippine 

turtles from

‘extinction’
MANILA: Thousands of critically endangered turtles
have been saved from possible extinction after being
rescued from terrible conditions in the Philippines,
conservationists said yesterday. 

More than 4,000 live freshwater turtles and 90
dead ones were found in a dry concrete pond in a
remote warehouse on the western island of Palawan
four weeks ago in one of the country’s biggest
wildlife rescues. They included 3,831 Palawan forest
turtles, a critically endangered species found only in
the north of the large island, as well as 160 Asian leaf
turtles and 25 Southeast Asian box turtles.

“The turtles were in terrible conditions,” said
Sabine Schoppe, director of the Philippine Freshwater
Turtle Conservation Programme.

The reptiles had apparently been without food or
water for about six months, destined for the pet and
food markets in Hong Kong and China, Schoppe said
in a statement.

Veterinarians worked round the clock over the
next few weeks to save the animals and prevent a
potential species die-off. 

“This number equalled the estimated remaining
population of Palawan forest turtle in the wild, hence
bringing the species to the brink of extinction,” the
statement said.

Many of the turtles were in “shocking, sickening”
condition, suffering from eye ulcers, dehydration and
other health problems, according to the Turtle
Survival Alliance, an international conservation group
that helped treat the reptiles.

Some 360 of those rescued had since died, accord-
ing to Schoppe. About 230 are still being treated,
while the rest were released back into the wild, she
added. The owner of the building where the turtles
were kept could not be found after the June 17 raid,
according to Jennifer Lyn Yap, of the Palawan Council
for Sustainable Development.

The Palawan forest turtle, which weighs as much
as 3.5 kilogrammes (7.7 pounds) is an “aggressive”
species that cannot be kept in groups, Schoppe said.

The turtles were transferred by truck to a rescue
centre for critically endangered Philippine crocodiles
in the provincial capital Puerto Princesa, the only
location on the island capable of housing such large
numbers of rescued animals.

Trapping or trading in the species is punishable by
jail terms and fines. However, the Palawan provincial
government has struggled to prevent poaching in
one of the country’s most biologically diverse areas.

Wildlife authorities suspect northern Palawan
poachers had sold the turtles to a trader who trans-
ported them to the other end of the island.

“Our assumption is they would have ended in the
Chinese markets, where they are sought after as food
or pets,” Yap said. — AFP

Russian village fears future 

as health cuts hit poorest
Russia has 83,000 villages with less than 100 residents

Congo looks to insect farming in fight against hunger
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A
s part of its CSR leading program and out of a great enthusiasm to maintain and revive Kuwait’s cultural heritage, Zawara Restaurant, located strategically in the prestigious Avenues Mall, shared the
children their celebrations of Al Girgian, an event held in mid of Ramadan and dedicated to the children with various gifts and toys. Zawara working team and its company’s marketing staff welcomed
guests including the children’s parents, a host of dignitaries and bloggers (Marwa & VeeView), in addition to press and media representatives. The event witnessed different activities, from special Al

Girgian songs, gifts and many attractive entertainment programs.

Zawara Restaurant celebrates Girgian to put a smile on children’s faces

K
ozhikode District NRI Association organ-
ized a grand Iftar Meet at Paragon
Restaurant Convention Hall, Kuwait City.

The function was highly auspicious with the
presence of distinguished guests from the vari-
ous sectors of the society including social, cul-
tural, religious, media and participation of large

number of association members and friends.
The welcome speech rendered by Association

General Secretary Sathian Varoonda and
President Azeez Thikkodi presided over the func-
tion.  Faizal Manjeri narrated the significance of
Ramadan.

Media Forum Gen Secretary Abdul Fathah

Thayyil, Afzal Khan and Sageer Trikkarippoor
were among the few who spoke during the Iftar
Meet.

The Iftar Meet was coordinated by the KDNA
Iftar Meet convener K. Alikoya and controlled by
the central executive members, area/unit office
bearers.

CBK services continue during Eid 

T
he Commercial Bank of Kuwait (CBK) announced that its branch at Kuwait
International Airport, the arrival lounge, would continue operating on 24/7
basis throughout the Eid vacation in addition to the call center services and

ATM machines all over Kuwait.  In addition, CBK services will be also available
online through visiting  the website: www.cbk-online.com where clients could do
various transactions safely. 

KDNA organizes grand Iftar Meet

TSC holds Girgian event at all TSC stores 
As part of The Sultan Center’s Ramadan Campaign, TSC hosted Girgian at all TSC stores, the event was attended by a large number of children and adults who joined in the celebrations.
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E
QUATE Petrochemical Company,
Kuwait’s first international joint venture
in this industry, sponsored a walkathon

organized by Rijeemy Center at 360 Mall dur-
ing the holy month of Ramadan.

EQUATE Senior Executive for Corporate
Communications & Government Affairs Abeer
Al-Omar said, “With health and community
awareness issues being two main elements in
EQUATE Sustainability Program, we have con-
tinued our partnership with Rijeemy Center
for the second consecutive year.  This is part
of supporting all relevant sustainability-

based efforts throughout Kuwait for all seg-
ments of the society, including citizens and
expats of both genders.”

Al-Omar, who also heads EQUATE
Sustainability Committee, noted, “EQUATE
believes that raising awareness about health
related issues has a critical role in supporting
overall sustainability in Kuwait. For that,
throughout the years, EQUATE has launched a
number of health and community awareness
initiatives for a healthy lifestyle that includes
regular athletic exercise, healthy nutrition, as
well as relevant advice and guidelines.”

As part of EQUATE Sustainability Program,
EQUATE has launched the Breast Cancer
Awareness Program (Keep Your Life Rosy),
EQUATE Initiative for a Healthy Society
(Khaffif ), EQUATE Awareness Campaign for
Hypertension (Stay Normal) and EQUATE
Awareness Campaign for Diabetes (Stay
Normal 2). All initiatives were executed in
cooperation with relevant organizations,
public and others, as part of EQUATE’s tagline
“Partners in Success” as it is also currently
being applied with Rijeemy Center.

Established in 1995, EQUATE

Petrochemical Company is an international
joint venture between Petrochemical
Industries Company (PIC), The Dow Chemical
Company (Dow), Boubyan Petrochemical
Company (BPC) and Qurain Petrochemical
Industries Company (QPIC). Commencing
production in 1997, EQUATE is the single
operator of a fully integrated world-scale
manufacturing facility producing over 5 mil-
lion tons annually of high-quality petrochem-
ical products which are marketed throughout
the Middle East, Asia, Africa and Europe.
www.equate.com.

EQUATE sponsors Rijeemy Walkathon 2015 for second consecutive year

O
oredoo Kuwait, a member of the
international Ooredoo Group,
concluded its Ramadan program,

which focused on community-based
activities and initiatives. This year’s
Ramadan initiatives reiterated Ooredoo’s
strong belief in encouraging volun-
teerism, charity, and community-con-
science activities within society.

Ooredoo’s TV commercial for the
month of Ramadan was received posi-
tively, claiming two trophies at
Tasaweeq and Momayyazoon annual
awards. For this year’s television com-
mercial, Ooredoo opted to celebrate
Ramadan’s modern culture, highlighting

the merger between past and present in
a unique twist that focuses on the 70’s,
80’s and 90’s television series and cultur-
al scene in Kuwait.

Ooredoo has set up a tent designat-
ed for giving out Iftar meals for workers
in Kuwait City. The tent is located across
Ooredoo’s head office in Soor Street,
Kuwait City. Meals were served in the
tent daily, and the distribution was oper-
ated by the volunteer groups affiliated
with the Ooredoo volunteer program. 

Moreover, volunteer groups distrust-
ed meals to specific areas near accom-
modation of workers on Fridays and
Saturdays. Ooredoo staff and manage-

ment also participated in these activities
with the volunteers.

The company highlighted its goal to
encourage giving back to the communi-
ty, and to raise people’s awareness
about the importance of philanthropy
and charity. Ooredoo believes that
through this experiences, it will con-
tribute to shaping a better generation of
youth, who believe in giving uncondi-
tionally and volunteering to create
change.

Ooredoo also launched a special
Ramadan offer to all its customers who
are smartphone users, both with pre-
paid and postpaid subscriptions. The

offer is tailored specifically to meet the
needs of customers especially during
the month of Ramadan, giving them
unlimited internet throughout the entire
month of Ramadan for KD 5 only.

Additionally, a number of the compa-
ny’s key staff visited several places to
distribute gergi’an treats on locations,
like Kharafi Activity Kids Centre for kids
with special needs. Gergi’an distribution
events included several entertainment
segments and competitions. Ooredoo
will continue its events during Eid with
special visits to care centres, and a spe-
cial Eid carnival in Avenues Mall, with a
focus on national unity.

Ooredoo concludes Ramadan initiatives



BBC ENTERTAINMENT
00:25 Doctors
00:50 Eastenders
01:20 Spooks
02:15 Starlings
03:45 Uncle
04:15 The Weakest Link
05:00 The Green Balloon Club
05:25 Mr Bloomʼs Nursery
05:45 Show Me Show Me
06:05 Nuzzle & Scratch: Frock n
Roll
06:25 Mr Bloomʼs Nursery
06:45 Show Me Show Me
07:05 The Weakest Link
07:50 The Office
08:20 Little Britain
08:50 Doctors
09:20 Eastenders
09:50 Call The Midwife
10:35 A Farmerʼs Life For Me
11:30 The Weakest Link
12:15 The Office
12:45 Little Britain
13:15 Call The Midwife
14:00 A Farmerʼs Life For Me
14:50 The Office
15:20 Little Britain
15:50 Doctors
16:20 Eastenders
16:50 The Weakest Link
17:35 Little Britain
18:05 Call The Midwife
19:00 Doctors
19:30 Eastenders
20:00 Spooks
20:55 Blackout
21:45 Rev.
22:15 Orphan Black

T V  PR O G R A M S
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THE LEGEND OF HERCULES ON OSN MOVIES ACTION

PARKLAND ON OSN MOVIES HD

00:25 Masterchef: The
Professionals
01:40 Kirstie Allsoppʼs Home Style
02:30 Tareq Taylorʼs Nordic
Cookery
02:55 Bargain Hunt
03:50 Kirstie Allsoppʼs Home Style
04:35 Masterchef: The
Professionals
05:00 Extreme Makeover: Home
Edition Specials
06:20 Bargain Hunt
07:50 Kirstie Allsoppʼs Home Style
08:35 Masterchef: The
Professionals
09:30 Extreme Makeover: Home
Edition Specials
10:50 Masterchef: The
Professionals
11:15 Tareq Taylorʼs Nordic
Cookery
11:40 Bargain Hunt
12:25 Come Dine With Me
12:50 Tareq Taylorʼs Nordic
Cookery
13:15 Bargain Hunt
14:00 Extreme Makeover: Home
Edition Specials
15:20 Masterchef: The
Professionals
15:50 MasterChef
16:40 Bargain Hunt
17:25 Kirstie Allsoppʼs Home Style
19:00 Chefs: Put Your Menu Where
Your Mouth Is
19:45 Simply Italian
20:10 Extreme Makeover: Home
Edition Specials
21:30 Bargain Hunt
22:15 MasterChef
23:10 Kirstie Allsoppʼs Home Style
23:55 Come Dine With Me

00:20 Fast Nʼ Loud
01:10 Unchained Reaction
02:00 The Carbonaro Effect
02:25 Magic Of Science
02:50 Wheels That Fail
03:40 The Liquidator
04:05 Storage Wars Canada
04:30 Auction Hunters
05:00 How Itʼs Made: Dream Cars
05:30 How Do They Do It?
06:00 Edge Of Alaska
06:50 Kindig Customs
07:40 Fast Nʼ Loud
08:30 The Liquidator
08:55 Storage Wars Canada
09:20 Auction Hunters
09:45 How Itʼs Made: Dream Cars
10:10 How Do They Do It?
10:35 Unchained Reaction
11:25 The Carbonaro Effect
11:50 Magic Of Science
12:15 Close-Up Kings
13:05 The Liquidator
13:30 Storage Wars Canada
13:55 Auction Hunters
14:20 Edge Of Alaska
15:10 Kindig Customs
16:00 Fast Nʼ Loud
16:50 How Itʼs Made: Dream Cars
17:15 How Do They Do It?
17:40 Gold Rush
18:30 King Of Thrones
19:20 Tanked
20:10 Storage Wars Canada
20:35 Auction Hunters
21:00 King Of Thrones

00:00 House Of DVF
00:55 Extreme Close-Up
01:25 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
02:20 E! News
03:15 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
04:10 E!ES
05:05 Pop Innovators
06:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
06:55 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
07:50 Style Star
08:20 E! News
09:15 Giuliana & Bill
11:10 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
11:35 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
12:05 E! News
13:05 Christina Milian Turned Up
13:35 Christina Milian Turned Up
14:05 Extreme Close-Up
14:30 Style Star
15:00 Kourtney And Khloe Take
The Hamptons
16:00 Kourtney And Khloe Take
The Hamptons
17:00 Fashion Bloggers
17:30 Fashion Bloggers
18:00 E! News
19:00 E!ES
20:00 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
21:00 New Money
21:30 New Money
22:00 E! News
23:00 The Soup
23:30 The Grace Helbig Show

00:00 Chopped
01:00 Chopped South Africa
02:00 Kitchen Casino
03:00 Man Fire Food
04:00 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
05:00 Chopped
06:00 Andy Bates American Street
Feasts
06:30 Foodography
07:00 Man Fire Food
08:00 Chopped
09:00 The Big Eat...
10:00 The Kitchen
11:00 The Pioneer Woman
12:00 Chopped
13:00 Guyʼs Big Bite
14:00 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
15:00 Man Fire Food
16:00 Chopped
17:00 The Kitchen
18:00 Grandmaʼs Secret Cookbook
Special
19:00 Chopped
20:00 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
21:00 Trishaʼs Southern Kitchen
22:00 Australian Food Adventures
With Matt Moran
23:00 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
23:30 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives

03:25 Safe House
04:20 Hiding
05:15 Big Starʼs Little Star
06:10 The Hungry Sailors
07:05 Coronation Street
07:30 Safe House
08:25 Hiding
09:20 Peter Andreʼs 60 Minute
Makeover
10:15 Brendanʼs Magical Mystery
Tour
10:40 The Chase
11:35 The Hungry Sailors
12:30 Big Starʼs Little Star
13:25 Emmerdale
13:50 Brendanʼs Magical Mystery
Tour
14:15 Coronation Street
14:40 The Chase
15:35 Peter Andreʼs 60 Minute
Makeover
16:30 Paddock To Plate
17:25 Come Date With Me
Australia
18:20 Big Starʼs Little Star
19:10 Coronation Street
19:35 Peter Andreʼs 60 Minute
Makeover
20:30 Paddock To Plate
21:25 Come Date With Me
Australia
22:20 Coronation Street

00:00 Nordic Wild
01:00 Predator CSI
02:00 Going Deep With David
Rees
03:00 My Dog Ate What?
04:00 Cesar To The Rescue
05:00 The Known Universe
06:00 Naked Science
07:00 Star Talk
08:00 Nordic Wild
09:00 Predator CSI
10:00 Going Deep With David
Rees
11:00 Wild Untamed Brazil
12:00 Big, Bigger, Biggest
13:00 Best Of Hard Time
14:00 Hard Time
15:00 Close Quarter Battle
16:00 Blowdown
17:00 Crowd Control
18:00 Going Deep With David
Rees
19:00 Close Quarter Battle
20:00 Blowdown
21:00 Crowd Control

00:30 The Daily Show With Jon
Stewart
01:00 The Nightly Show With Larry
Wilmore
01:30 Modern Family
02:00 Black-Ish
02:30 Parks And Recreation
03:00 Cristela
03:30 Cougar Town
04:00 Hot In Cleveland
04:30 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
05:30 My Name Is Earl
06:00 My Boys
06:30 Community
07:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
08:00 Hot In Cleveland
08:30 My Name Is Earl
09:00 Cristela
09:30 2 Broke Girls
10:30 Community
11:00 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
12:00 My Boys
12:30 Hot In Cleveland
13:00 My Name Is Earl
13:30 Community
14:00 Cougar Town
14:30 2 Broke Girls
15:30 The Daily Show With Jon
Stewart
16:00 The Nightly Show With Larry
Wilmore
16:30 My Boys
17:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
18:00 Cristela
18:30 Cougar Town
19:00 Two And A Half Men
19:30 Community
20:00 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
21:00 The Daily Show With Jon
Stewart
21:30 The Nightly Show With Larry
Wilmore
22:00 Modern Family
22:30 Black-Ish
23:00 Parks And Recreation
23:30 Late Night With Seth Meyers

11:00 The Flash
12:00 Emmerdale
12:30 Coronation Street
13:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
14:00 Marvelʼs Agents Of
S.H.I.E.L.D.
15:00 Red Band Society
16:00 Emmerdale
16:30 Coronation Street
17:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
18:00 Marvelʼs Agents Of
S.H.I.E.L.D.
19:00 Criminal Minds
20:00 The Fosters
21:00 The Flash
22:00 Justified
23:00 Defiance

03:10 Henry Hugglemonster
03:20 Calimero
03:35 Zou
03:45 Loopdidoo
04:00 Art Attack
04:25 Henry Hugglemonster
04:35 Calimero
04:50 Zou
05:00 Loopdidoo
05:15 Art Attack
05:35 Henry Hugglemonster
05:50 Calimero
06:00 Zou
06:15 Loopdidoo
06:25 Limon And Oli
06:35 Art Attack
07:00 Calimero
07:10 Zou
07:25 Nina Needs To Go
07:30 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
07:55 Sofia The First
08:20 Doc McStuffins
08:45 Loopdidoo
08:55 Limon And Oli
09:05 Sheriff Callie’s Wild West
09:30 Minnie’s Bow-Toons
09:35 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
10:00 Sofia The First
10:25 Nina Needs To Go
10:30 Jake And The Neverland
Pirates
10:55 Runaway Shuffle/Surfin’
The Whirlpool
11:20 Doc McStuffins
11:45 Henry Hugglemonster
12:15 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
12:35 Sheriff Callie’s Wild West
13:00 Sofia The First
13:25 Minnie’s Bow-Toons
13:30 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
13:55 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
14:20 Runaway Shuffle/Surfin’
The Whirlpool
14:45 Messages From Miles
14:50 Doc McStuffins
15:15 Sofia The First
15:40 Minnie’s Bow Toons
15:45 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
16:10 Lilo & Stitch
16:35 Adventures Of The
Gummi Bears
17:00 Chip n Dale Rescue
Rangers
17:25 Ducktales
17:50 Jake And The Neverland
Pirates
18:00 Runaway Shuffle/Surfin’
The Whirlpool
18:25 Messages From Miles
18:30 Sofia The First
18:55 Nina Needs To Go
19:00 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
19:30 Loopdidoo
19:45 Doc McStuffins
20:00 Adventures Of The
Gummi Bears
20:30 Sofia The First
20:55 Cars Toons
21:00 Chip n Dale Rescue
Rangers
21:25 Ducktales
21:50 Lilo & Stitch
22:15 Zou
22:30 Art Attack
22:55 Limon And Oli
23:05 Henry Hugglemonster
23:20 Calimero
23:35 Zou
23:50 Loopdidoo
00:05 Art Attack
00:30 Henry Hugglemonster
00:45 Calimero
01:00 Zou
01:15 Loopdidoo
01:30 Art Attack
01:55 Henry Hugglemonster
02:05 Calimero

00:10 The Chase
01:05 The Hungry Sailors
02:00 Emmerdale
02:25 Brendanʼs Magical Mystery
Tour
02:55 Coronation Street

00:00 Red Band Society
01:00 The Flash
02:00 Backstrom
03:00 Once Upon A Time
04:00 Franklin & Bash
05:00 Criminal Minds
06:00 Red Band Society
07:00 Once Upon A Time
08:00 Marvelʼs Agents Of
S.H.I.E.L.D.
09:00 Criminal Minds
10:00 Franklin & Bash

01:00 Good Morning America
03:00 Castle
05:00 Good Morning America
07:00 Emmerdale
07:30 Coronation Street
08:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
09:00 Prison Break
10:00 Emmerdale
10:30 Coronation Street
11:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
12:00 24 Special
13:00 Greyʼs Anatomy
14:00 Live Good Morning America
16:00 Prison Break
17:00 24 Special
18:00 Greyʼs Anatomy
19:00 Prison Break
20:00 24
21:00 Greyʼs Anatomy
22:00 Castle
23:00 The Voice

00:00 Memorial Day (2011)
02:00 The Malay Chronicles:
Bloodlines
04:00 Snake Eyes
06:00 Closed Circuit
08:00 The Legend Of Hercules
10:00 The Package
12:00 Closed Circuit
14:00 Alien Origin
16:00 The Legend Of Hercules
18:00 Fatal Instinct
20:00 The Package

02:50 Say Yes To The Dress
03:15 Say Yes To The Dress 
03:40 Randy To The Rescue
04:30 Cake Boss
05:00 Little People, Big World
05:30 Extreme Couponing
06:00 Say Yes To The Dress
06:25 Cake Boss
06:50 Cake Boss
07:15 Say Yes To The Dress
07:40 Say Yes To The Dress
√¢‚Ç¨‚Äú Bridesmaids
08:05 Your Style In His Hands
08:55 Love, Lust Or Run
09:45 Cake Boss
10:10 Little People, Big World
10:35 Extreme Couponing
11:00 Toddlers & Tiaras
11:50 Oprah Presents: Master
Class
12:40 Cake Boss
13:05 Cake Boss
13:30 Obsessive Compulsive
Cleaners
14:20 Extreme Cheapskates
15:10 Cake Boss
15:35 Little People, Big World
16:00 Toddlers & Tiaras
16:50 Say Yes To The Dress
18:05 Extreme Couponing
18:30 Randy To The Rescue
19:20 Oprah Presents: Master
Class
20:10 Cake Boss
20:35 Cake Boss

03:20 Total Drama: Revenge Of
The Island
03:42 Total Drama: Revenge Of
The Island
04:05 Ninjago: Masters Of
Spinjitzu
04:50 Teen Titans Go!
05:10 Grojband
06:00 Regular Show
06:40 Uncle Grandpa
06:50 Uncle Grandpa
07:00 Adventure Time
07:25 Steven Universe
07:45 The Amazing World Of
Gumball
08:10 Ben 10
08:55 Ninjago Master Of
Spinjitzu New
09:15 Regular Show
09:27 Regular Show
09:40 The Amazing World Of
Gumball
10:00 Uncle Grandpa
10:25 Total Drama World Tour
11:10 Adventure Time
12:40 Regular Show
13:25 Clarence
13:45 Uncle Grandpa
14:10 Grojband
14:30 Total Drama: Revenge Of
The Island
14:55 Ben 10: Omniverse
15:15 Ben 10: Omniverse
15:40 Ninjago Master Of
Spinjitzu New
16:00 Matt Hatter New
16:25 Steven Universe
16:36 Steven Universe
16:45 Teen Titans Go!
17:10 The Amazing World Of
Gumball
17:30 Regular Show
18:15 Adventure Time
18:40 Johnny Test
19:25 Clarence
19:45 Uncle Grandpa
19:57 Uncle Grandpa
20:10 Teen Titans Go!
20:55 Ben 10: Omniverse
21:17 Ben 10: Omniverse
21:40 Adventure Time
21:51 Adventure Time
22:02 Adventure Time
22:13 Adventure Time
22:25 Johnny Test
23:10 Regular Show

00:50 Sabrina: Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
01:40 Wolfblood
02:30 Violetta
03:20 Sabrina: Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
04:10 Wolfblood
05:00 Violetta
05:50 Mouk
06:00 Lolirock
06:25 Girl Meets World
07:15 H2O: Just Add Water
08:05 The Next Step
08:30 Hank Zipzer
08:55 Jessie
09:20 Jessie
09:45 Austin & Ally
10:35 Liv And Maddie
11:25 Girl Meets World
12:15 Jessie
13:05 Dog With A Blog
13:55 H2O: Just Add Water
14:55 Lolirock
15:25 Austin & Ally
16:00 Jessie
16:30 Jessie
17:00 The Next Step
17:25 Austin & Ally
17:50 Gravity Falls
18:15 Girl Meets World
18:40 Liv And Maddie
19:05 The Next Step
19:30 Lolirock
19:55 Hank Zipzer
20:20 Binny And The Ghost
20:45 Good Luck Charlie
21:35 Wizards Of Waverly Place
22:25 Sabrina: Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch

00:00 The Malay Chronicles:
Bloodlines-PG15
02:00 Snake Eyes-PG15
04:00 Closed Circuit-PG15
06:00 The Legend Of Hercules-
PG15
08:00 The Package-PG15
10:00 Closed Circuit-PG15
12:00 Alien Origin-PG15
14:00 The Legend Of Hercules-
PG15
16:00 Fatal Instinct-PG15
18:00 The Package-PG15
20:00 Tactical Force-PG15
22:00 Area 407-PG15

00:00 Cloudy With A Chance Of
Meatballs 2
02:00 A Valentineʼs Date
04:00 Never Been Kissed
06:00 Breathless
08:00 Captain Ron
10:00 Cloudy With A Chance Of
Meatballs 2
12:00 Breathless
14:00 Titeuf, Le Film
16:00 Captain Ron
18:00 Anywhere But Here

01:00 Mr. Pip-PG15
03:00 August: Osage County-PG15
05:00 Stone Markers-PG15
07:00 Pawn-PG15
09:00 Kon-Tiki-PG15
11:00 August: Osage County-PG15
13:00 Stone Markers-PG15
15:00 Stand Off-PG15
16:30 Kon-Tiki-PG15
18:30 Hours-PG15
20:30 Mandela: Long Walk To
Freedom-PG15
23:00 Out Of The Furnace-PG15

01:45 The Great Gatsby
04:15 Bobby Jones: Stroke Of
Genius
06:45 Maladies
08:30 The Secret Life Of Bees
10:30 Bobby Jones: Stroke Of
Genius
13:00 The French Minister
15:00 Yellow Rock
17:00 The Secret Life Of Bees
19:00 Hick
21:00 Eternal Sunshine Of The
Spotless Mind

01:00 Animal-PG15
02:45 Saving Mr. Banks-PG15
05:00 Parkland-PG15
07:00 Tad, The Lost Explorer-PG
09:00 Million Dollar Arm-PG15
11:00 Captain America: The Winter
Soldier-PG15
13:15 The Lego Movie-PG
15:00 Oggy & The Cockroaches:
The Movie-PG
16:45 Million Dollar Arm-PG15
19:00 The Giver-PG15
21:00 Frank-PG15

01:15 Soccer Dog: European Cup
03:00 Astro Boy
04:45 Miffy The Movie
06:00 The 7th Dwarf
07:45 Princess And The Pea
09:30 Blackie And Kanuto
11:15 Free Birds
13:00 Astro Boy
14:45 The Spiderwick Chronicles
16:30 Pororo: The Racing
Adventure
18:15 Blackie And Kanuto
20:00 Postman Pat: The Movie
21:45 The Spiderwick Chronicles
23:30 Marvel̓s The Invincible Iron Man

01:30 PGA Tour Highlights
02:30 European Senior Tour
Highlights
07:00 Golfing World
10:30 The Open Championship
Preview
11:00 Live The Open
Championship
22:00 This Is PGA Tour Canada
22:30 This Is The Presidentʼs Cup

00:00 Trans World Sport
07:00 V8 Supercars Highlights
08:00 V8 Supercars Highlights
09:00 Golfing World
10:00 AFL Premiership Highlights 
15:00 Indycar Highlights 
17:00 Super Rugby Highlights 
19:00 WWE NXT
20:00 WWE SmackDown
22:00 Live Super League

00:00 3rd ODI H/L : BAN v SA
01:00 Live Caribbean Premier
League : Guyana v Jamaica
09:00 ICC Cricket 360, Episode 27
09:30 Caribbean Premier League
H/L:  Guyana v Jamaica
13:00 Live The Ashes: ENG v AUS,
2nd Test, Day 1
21:30 ICC Cricket 360, Episode 27

00:00 Appalachian Outlaws
01:00 Alone
02:00 Mountain Men
03:00 Appalachian Outlaws
04:00 Ax Men
05:00 American Pickers
06:00 American Restoration
06:30 American Restoration
07:00 Mountain Men
08:00 Ax Men
09:00 Alone
10:00 Ice Road Truckers
11:00 Counting Cars
11:30 Counting Cars
12:00 American Restoration
12:30 American Restoration
13:00 Storage Wars
13:30 Storage Wars
14:00 Pawn Stars
14:30 Pawn Stars
15:00 Shipping Wars
15:30 Shipping Wars
16:00 Alone
17:00 Mountain Men
18:00 American Pickers
19:00 Storage Wars
19:30 Storage Wars
20:00 Big Rig Bounty Hunters
21:00 Pawn Stars
21:30 Pawn Stars
22:00 Alaska Off-Road Warriors
23:00 Counting Cars
23:30 Counting Cars

00:45 My Crazy Obsession
01:10 My Crazy Obsession
01:35 Extreme Cheapskates
02:00 90 Days To Wed

00:00 Europa Report-PG15
02:00 In A World...-PG15
04:00 The Croods-PG
06:00 House Of Versace-PG15
08:00 Safe-PG15

10:00 In A World...-PG15
12:00 Into The Blue-PG15
14:00 Marvelʼs Ultimate Avengers
II-PG
16:00 Safe-PG15
18:00 A Family Reunion-PG15
20:00 Not Safe For Work-PG15
22:00 Deliverance Creek-PG15
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Although profound resistance to your plans can stop you in your tracks today,
don’t give up on a good idea just because someone tells you it has no merit. If you
don’t understand why you are running into trouble, stop and listen carefully to the
message of the Cancer New Moon as it floods your 4th House of Security.
Obstacles are more easily handled once you accept that your current fear of
change is unwarranted. Ironically, it’s less important to reach your destination now
than it is to fine-tune your plans. Safety comes first. 

Aries (March 21-April 19)

STAR TRACK

Although you probably have a overcrowded calendar while the Cancer New Moon
rocks your 3rd House of Immediate Environment, it’s still tough to shift into gear. At
first, you’re tempted to get by with doing less but your energy builds steam
throughout the day, enabling you to overcome anything that stands in your path
once you find your pace. Just remember you’re not the only person with an ambi-
tious agenda and intriguing ideas. Staying open to new information from a variety
of sources can dramatically change your perspective and increase your options. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20)

It’s all too easy to waste time running around in circles just trying to keep up with
the hectic pace of events. But unless you slow down and reconnect with your core
values today you may not feel satisfied with your objectives while the Cancer New
Moon emphasizes your 2nd House of Self-Esteem. Proceed with caution now; tak-
ing time for contemplation should not be thought of as a retreat. In fact, you could
jeopardize your success if you continue to move too fast. Remember, reaching your
goals is more like a marathon than a sprint. 

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

The emotional New Moon in your sign is an early warning sign of an energetic shift
that’s unfolding at home or within your family. You might choose to hide your head
in the sand, only to be shocked by what happens. Or, perhaps you’re trying to co-
create your future by living the change you seek. Start by creating a list of resolu-
tions, as if today is New Year’s Day. Focusing your positive intentions during the
New Moon plants significant seeds of thought in your fertile imagination. 

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

Today’s Cancer New Moon is a fresh start, but this new beginning falls in your 12th
House of Endings, revealing an ironic blending of two cycles. But beginning a new
phase prior to completing old business can be extremely problematic for everyone
involved. Allow the current process to play out naturally or you might miss your
chance to get the closure you need. Your best bet is to stay aware of the relation-
ship between what you are finishing and what you hope to do next. 

Leo (July 23-August 22)

You may feel uncomfortably isolated while the moody Cancer New Moon shakes
up your 11th House of Community. People that you can usually count on are
nowhere to be found when you go searching for advice today. Thankfully, your real
friends will come through in the nick of time with the support that you need. But
don’t draw conclusions prematurely; give others the benefit of the doubt instead
of assuming the worst. 

Virgo (August 23-September 22)

You may feel pressured to make a career move today as the Cancer New Moon
highlights your 10th House of Career. But a relatively minor family crisis might add
stress to your day, especially if you’re already involved in a disagreement with
another family member. You won’t be happy if someone tries to take control of the
situation now, but you should heed their advice, nonetheless. Don’t throw the
baby out with the bathwater; be astute enough to show your ability to discern
what’s useful from what is not.

Libra (September 23-October 22)

Building emotional continuity in your life is an admirable goal, but it may come
with a component of drama now that the moody Cancer New Moon stirs up trou-
ble in your 9th House of Big Ideas. You may be happy to know who you are and
where you are heading. But your drive can be so intense now that you feel com-
pelled to stand up for your beliefs. Tread carefully, for you could inadvertently pro-
voke a conflict by resorting to aggressive behavior. Instead, channel your passion
into physical activities instead. 

Scorpio (October 23-November 21)

You might be unsure about your evolving direction because the Cancer New Moon
rattles your 8th House of Transformation, evoking a sense of discomfort by pushing
you to explore feelings that you would rather forget. Don’t belittle a friend’s melo-
drama by judging it so trivial that you don’t have to get involved. Your willingness
to partake in a meaningful dialogue may be exactly what’s required to take a rela-
tionship to a new level of intimacy. 

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21)

An overly emotional interaction with a friend or partner reveals that
he or she has more to tell you now than you previously thought. There

may be a suppressed issue lurking in the background as the Cancer New Moon
occurs in your 7th House of Relationships. Unfortunately, you might not know
what to do about the imbalance. Direct confrontation could make matters worse.
But letting it slide ends up contributing to the negative energy. The conversation
will be awkward at first, but you can make a positive difference if you talk about
your uneasiness without blaming anyone else. 

Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

You can finally stand and hold your ground after an extended period of uncertain-
ty. But your feelings are more complex than they seem on the surface now that the
cautious Cancer New Moon lands in your 5th House of Self-Expression. Don’t over-
compensate with false bravado; there’s no logical justification for flaunting your vic-
tory. Nothing is gained by creating a competitive environment where others are
threatened by your success. Softening your stance helps to relieve tension and
return harmony back to your relationship world. 

Pisces (February 19-March 20)

You aren’t necessarily aware of harboring any resentments about your job, but it’s
not that simple to let go of an unresolved hurt. Fortunately, you have a pretty good
grasp of the source of your current negativity if you are willing to be honest. The
Cancer New Moon’s presence in your 6th House of Logistics gives you a clear pic-
ture of what you must do next. Be open to receiving emotional support from peo-
ple who have your best interests at heart. Leaning on loved ones gives you the
strength to process your feelings and get on with the real work at hand. 

Aquarius (January 20- February 18)

CROSSWORD 965

ACROSS
1. Imagined as in a play.
5. (Norse mythology) The heavenly dwelling of
the Norse gods (the Aesir) and slain war heroes.
11. Open-heart surgery in which the rib cage is
opened and a section of a blood vessel is graft-
ed from the aorta to the coronary artery to
bypass the blocked section of the coronary
artery and improve the blood supply to the
heart.
15. An officer who acts as military assistant to a
more senior officer.
16. (botany) Especially of petals or leaves in
bud.
17. A woman hired to suckle a child of someone
else.
18. Any of various edible seeds of plants of the
family Leguminosae.
19. Large swift fly the female of which sucks
blood of various animals.
21. Small genus of evergreen trees of tropical
America and western Africa.
23. Wet spongy ground of decomposing vege-
tation.
24. American professional baseball player who
hit more home runs than Babe Ruth (born in
1934).
25. A toxic nonmetallic element related to sulfur
and tellurium.
28. A silvery soft waxy metallic element of the
alkali metal group.
29. A group of 3 goddesses of destiny.
32. Remove the claws from (a cat).
35. One of the two branches of the Finno-Ugric
family of languages.
36. 30 to 300 kilohertz.
38. A chronic inflammatory collagen disease
affecting connective tissue (skin or joints).
39. Animal reproductive body consisting of an
ovum or embryo together with nutritive and
protective envelopes.
42. Of or relating to a member of the Buddhist
people inhabiting the Mekong river in Laos and
Thailand.
43. A member of a Turkic people of Uzbekistan
and neighboring areas.
46. An industrial city in southern Poland on the
Vistula.
48. Any of numerous ornamental shrubs grown
for their showy flowers of various colors.
50. (folklore) A small grotesque supernatural
creature that makes trouble for human beings.
52. Round object that is hit or thrown or kicked
in games.
53. The 8th letter of the Hebrew alphabet.
54. An open horse-drawn carriage with four
wheels.
57. (Akkadian) God of wisdom.
58. A river that rises in northeastern Turkey
(near the source of the Euphrates) and flows
generally eastward through Armenia to the
Caspian Sea.
61. Half asleep.
62. Squash bugs.
65. A wall hanging of heavy handwoven fabric
with pictorial designs.
66. Any of various butterflies of the family
Lycaenidae.
69. The compass point that is one point north of
due east.
73. Of a light yellowish-brown color n 1.
74. Relating to or located near a tibia.
76. Any of several fleet black-and-white striped
African equines.
77. Fermented alcoholic beverage similar to but
heavier than beer.
78. Extinct order of jawless vertebrates.
80. The sense organ for hearing and equilibri-
um.
81. A unit of absorbed ionizing radiation equal

to 100 ergs per gram of irradiated material.
82. A great raja.
83. A doctor's degree in dental surgery.

DOWN
1. A metabolic acid found in yeast and liver
cells.
2. The right to take another's property if an obli-
gation is not discharged.
3. (Babylonian) God of storms and wind.
4. A Russian river.
5. Type genus of the family Arcidae.
6. A colloid that has a continuous liquid phase
in which a solid is suspended in a liquid.
7. Fleshy spore-bearing inner mass of e.g. a
puffball or stinkhorn.
8. Of or resembling algae.
9. Popular music originating in the West Indies.
10. A doctor's degree in religion.
11. West Indian tree having racemes of fragrant
white flowers and yielding a durable timber and
resinous juice.
12. An independent ruler or chieftain (especially
in Africa or Arabia).
13. Back and sides of a hog salted and dried or
smoked.
14. A republic in West Africa on the Gulf of
Guinea.
20. An informal term for a father.
22. Recovery or preservation from loss or dan-
ger.
26. Agency of the United States government
charged with mediating disputes between
management and labor.
27. The clock time given by a clock carried on
board a spacecraft.
30. (used of eyes) Open and fixed as if in fear or
wonder.
31. Emit a cry intended to attract other animals.
33. (Irish) The sea personified.
34. Flightless New Zealand rail of thievish dispo-
sition having short wings each with a spur used
in fighting.
37. King of Saudi Arabia since 1982 (born in
1922).
40. Greek anatomist whose theories formed the
basis of European medicine until the
Renaissance (circa 130-200).
41. A Russian prison camp for political prison-
ers.
44. The battle in 202 BC in which Scipio deci-
sively defeated Hannibal at the end of the sec-
ond Punic War.
45. British filmmaker (born in Hungary) (1893-
1956).
47. A bottomless gulf or pit.
49. The sacred city of Lamaism.
51. Cause of e.g. European and African relapsing
fever.
55. Acid gritty-textured fruit.
56. A festival featuring African-American cul-
ture.
59. Desert shrub of Syria and Arabia having
small white flowers.
60. (Judaism) A period of seven days of mourn-
ing after the death of close relative.
63. City in Sudan.
64. (of complexion) Blemished by imperfections
of the skin.
67. (Babylonian) A goddess of the watery deep
and daughter of Ea.
68. Any orchid of the genus Disa.
70. In bed.
71. A small nail.
72. The 4th planet from the sun.
75. The month following March and preceding
May.
79. A person who announces and plays popular
recorded music.
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Meghan Trainor has been cleared to sing again fol-
lowing a haemorrhage on her vocal chords. The
‘Dear Future Husband’ hitmaker had been forced

to cancel a number of shows in an attempt to recover and
has revealed on Instagram that she is all better now. She
wrote: “Great news!!! DOCTOR SAYS IM OK TO SING!! so
happy!! “Riding around the house on my new #Mohawk
thanks to @onpointworld #goodday snapchat is
Mtrainor22 (sic)”. Meanwhile, Meghan previously revealed
the painful issue was “killing her” as she’d never missed a
tour date before. She said: “I don’t want anyone worrying

but I have had a haemorrage on my vocal cords. Right now
the doctors want me on complete vocal rest until they are
healed so I have to postpone my first two shows in Atlantic
City and Connecticut. I promise that I will make it up to my
Megatronz. “I have never missed a tour date before so this
is killing me. I love you all very much and want to get
healed quickly so I can show you this amazing tour we’ve
been working on. I am truly sorry to everyone who has
bought tickets and made travel plans. I hate this. (sic)”

Meghan Trainor
cleared to sing

Diplo thinks Justin Bieber is a “jerk”.
The pair recently collaborated on hit
single ‘Where Are ? Now’ and while

they got on well in the studio he admitted
he doesn’t think the 21-year-old star is
always the nicest of characters. He
explained: “Bieber’s personal life is whatev-
er it is-he’s a rich kid and he’s pretty much
gonna have to be a jerk. But he’s respectful
to me, and he has that weird gene where
he’s good at everything: better at basket-
ball than me, better at drums. For us it’s
more like an art project where you utilize
his voice.” Although the 36-year-old pro-
ducer and DJ made a mainstream song
with the ‘Boyfriend’ hitmaker, he went on to
reveal he has been working on a more
rockier sound recently with Vampire

Weekend frontman Ezra Koenig and has
been “harassing Haim” because he’s so keen
to collaborate with them. He told Rolling
Stone magazine: “I’ve done a lot of songs
with Ezra Koenig, some really cool stuff that
I hope people get to hear. We wrote a cou-
ple of things for another artist that might
be huge records for the end of summer-
one of them started with a Vampire
Weekend idea. But he’s not traditional rock-
he’s like me, a hodgepodge of styles and
influences. And I have a studio with [pro-
ducer] Ariel Rechtshaid, so every day I’m
harassing Haim to listen to my beats. But I
don’t make anything that they ever like
[laughs]!”

Diplo: Justin 
Bieber is a ‘jerk’ 

Ryan Reynolds “wept” when he saw
his ‘Deadpool’ suit for the first time.
The 38-year-old star has admitted

it was hard work to create the tight-fit-
ting garment in the time restraints but
insists he is incredibly proud of the final
result. He said: “Boy, we had to fight to
get the suit to where it is now. There was
a lot of work with very little time. Fox
gave us the green light and we had to be
on camera in 12 weeks. That’s no time for
prep. “So we kept fighting and fighting to
make tweaks to the suit. Like when the
deadline has passed and we were still
going back and forth.” Ryan added to
ComicBook.com: “When we finally saw
that suit, fully done, finished and com-
pleted ... both [director] Tim Miller and I
wept. “I’m not even exaggerating: We

wept in Simi Valley, California, in some
warehouse where some guy makes all
these crazy suits and had this one under
a spotlight. We walked in and we wept.
Tears coming down our cheeks. It felt so
good.” Meanwhile, Ryan previously
revealed it took him 45 minutes to get
the superhero suit on at first. He shared:
“It wasn’t easy [to put on]. When it start-
ed it would take up to 45 minutes but in
the end I had that thing down to 10 min-
utes. “I’m really just wearing like a uni-
tard. Nothing too romantic I’m afraid. But
that thing is hot, man. That thing is tight.”

Ryan Reynolds ‘wept’
at costume success 

Elba confirmed

for Star Trek Beyond 

Idris Elba will appear in ‘Star Trek Beyond’. The 42-year-
old star - who was rumored to be starring as a villain in
the sci-fi sequel - confirmed he will be taking up a role

in the movie when he appeared alongside the entire cast,
including Chris Pine, Zoe Saldana, Zachary Quinto, Simon
Pegg, Karl Urban, Anton Yelchin and John Cho, for an
Omaze charity video. Idris joins the group part way
through the video and is welcomed by Chris, who says,
“Idris, glad you could join us.” In the past, Idris has been
rumored to be starring as Klingon but co-writer and star
Simon Pegg has admitted it is unlikely he would be given
that specific role. He said: “Idris, I heard there’s a rumor he’s
been spoken to about stuff, so he may be in the film but he
won’t be a Klingon.” Meanwhile, Simon also admitted that
he felt under pressure to write the script for the upcoming
movie. He quipped: “It’s enormous pressure, I’m barely able
to speak right now I’m so terrified, but no it’s good, it’s
going well.  “You know we’re working at it hard and I’m
writing with a guy [Doug Jung], he’s in LA I’m here. I was
there last week, writing with him, he’s going to come here
next week and we’ll just keep plugging away at it and
hopefully come up with something that the fans like,
everybody likes, not just the fans.”

Cara Delevingne wants everyone
to “accept” her as an actress.
The 22-year-old model is star-

ring in five movies this year, including
‘Pan’ and ‘Kids In Love’, but has insist-
ed she’s going to carry on modeling
too. Cara said: “I have five movies
coming out this year, which is really
exciting, so you don’t really have a
choice but to accept me as an actress
now! “I’m going to shove myself down
your throat, in the nicest way possi-
ble. I’m going to carry on modeling -
it’s just going to happen a lot less.
Actresses do modeling jobs, so it’ll be
kind of the same thing.” The British
beauty will next be seen in ‘Paper
Towns’ as Margo, a girl who goes
missing, and Cara has revealed she

wanted to play the part as soon as
she read it, because she shared so
many “similarities” with the character.
Speaking to Britain’s OK! magazine,
Cara said: “When I first read the script
I was in awe of (Margo). She popped
out of the page at me and we share a
couple of similarities. When I first read
the script there were lines that I’d
actually said to people before, which
scared me immensely. “‘You don’t love
me, you don’t even know me.’ I’ve said
that a couple of times. It’s that idea of
people making their own ideas of
you. After that I knew I had to try my
hardest to get it.”

Cara Delevingne:
Accept me as an actress 

Jake Gyllenhaal says fear is a good
“motivator”. The 34-year-old star has
admitted he was terrified ahead of his

role as Billy ‘The Great’ Hope in ‘Southpaw’
because he didn’t want to look like an
“idiot” with his limited boxing knowledge.
He said: “I spent five months training for
the movie and I trained twice a day. I fig-
ured I’d make five months into 10 months
if I did that. “And I was just basically scared
that I’d look like an idiot, so I worked as
hard as I could. Fear is sometimes a good
motivating thing.” And despite his initial
nerves, Jake is “very proud” of the final
movie. He added to Access Hollywood: “I’m
very proud of it. I’m proud of the fact that
it’s a movie that seems like a boxing film,
but really is a family movie about the rela-
tionship between a father and a daughter,
which moves me so much. “Everybody
worked so hard on the movie. And they
worked so hard making those relation-
ships real and I think we made a beautiful
movie so I’m really proud of it.” Meanwhile,
the Hollywood hunk previously admitted
he felt “naked” whilst filming for the action
drama. He shared: “Even when you’re only
filming a fight, even when it’s a movie, in
the ring you feel totally naked.”It ’s a
strange thing, 700 extras watching.”

Jake Gyllenhaal: Fear 
motivated me in ‘Southpaw’ 

Joss Whedon has revealed Scarlett Johansson
was “word perfect” in ‘Avengers: Age Of Ultron’.
The acclaimed director has heaped praise on the

Hollywood icon, who starred as Black Widow/
Natasha Romanov, and Tom Hiddleston - who played
Loki - in the Marvel superhero movie that hit cinema
screens earlier this year. He said: “I’m going to have to
give it up for Natasha and Loki, just for being a dream

to write, and to two actors for being word perfect
and riveting.” Joss has already confirmed he will not
return to direct another movie in the ‘Avengers’
series, and he’s also revealed he doesn’t have any
plans to create a director’s cut of ‘Avengers: Age Of
Ultron’. He told Collider: “It has always been my ambi-
tion never to do a director’s cut of anything, and
always to make the movie with the studio that we

both want to make.  “‘Ultron’ was very complex. There
was a lot of back-and-forth. My instinct is no. Just as
an artist, I’m super lazy and that sounds like it would
be hard. I don’t think there’s interest in it, right now.”

— Bang Showbiz

Whedon praises ‘word perfect’ Johansson
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Woody Allen has always been interested in man’s
search for meaning in life - a search he clearly sees as
futile. Who can forget the young woman in “Play it

Again, Sam,” staring at a Jackson Pollock painting and seeing
“the hideous lonely emptiness of existence, nothingness, the
predicament of man forced to live in a barren, godless eterni-
ty”? That’s not even the whole quote -but it could be Allen’s
mantra. The director has also mined the themes of crime and
punishment, including murder -think “Crimes and
Misdemeanors” and “Match Point.” All these threads - plus, of
course, love and seduction come together in his 45th feature,
“Irrational Man,” which may not be his very best recent work,
but is by far not his worst, either.

As in so many Allen films, even if some parts don’t gel, oth-
ers do. If “Irrational Man” falls short of late-career home runs
like “Midnight in Paris” and “Blue Jasmine,” it also feels more
fully realized than last year’s visually gorgeous but otherwise
uneven period piece, “Magic in the Moonlight.” As always, the
casting is something any director would kill for. Here, we have
Joaquin Phoenix (grizzled, slightly pot-bellied) as an existen-
tially challenged philosophy professor, Emma Stone (utterly
effervescent) as his bright-eyed student, and Parker Posey
(warmly kooky) as the sex-starved academic who forms the
third side of this odd triangle.

The setting is Newport, Rhode Island, and that wind-swept,
seaside town looks beautiful - no surprise, given the pedigree
of cinematographer Darius Khondji. It’s summer session at a
small college, and Abe Lucas (Phoenix) arrives to teach philos-
ophy. Accomplished and brilliant, he’s also known for having
affairs with students and swigging often from a flask in his
pocket. “That should put some Viagra into the philosophy
department,” an observer says of his arrival. Abe is precisely
the sort of disgruntled, unattainable intellectual that young
women can’t stay away from. That’s what happens to Jill
(Stone), who’s beautiful, brilliant, kind and also an accom-
plished pianist (that last part may be overkill, but it’s certainly
not the film’s most outlandish plot point). Bored with her
clean-cut boyfriend, she finds herself drawn to her bad-boy
professor, who’s “so darned interesting and different.”

Nihilistic tendencies
Meanwhile, frustrated wife Rita (Posey) has been dreaming

of bedding Abe since before his arrival, and will NOT be
denied. Yet Abe’s long stretch of depression has left him with
some issues in the sack. What’s more, he’s exhibiting disturb-
ing nihilistic tendencies. At a party, he gets hold of the family
gun and plays a game of real Russian Roulette, hoping to
teach some sort of metaphysical lesson. Everything changes,
though, when Abe and Jill overhear a conversation in a diner.
A beleaguered mother is facing a court case that may cost her
custody of her children; the judge is corrupt. If the bad judge

were out of the picture, Abe reasons, wouldn’t the world be so
much better? He immediately begins plotting a solution, and
this dark quest fills him with a new zest for life.

Yes, it’s a leap - but Allen’s films are famous for such leaps
(Time travel, anyone? People coming out of movie screens?)
You either go with it or you don’t. The same goes for Allen’s
breezy mix of light and dark tones. The subject may seem too
dark for comedy, the treatment (and jazzy score) too light for
tragedy. But the director balances it in his own way, and as
always, we can take it or leave it.

To sell the film’s escalating implausibility, of course, Allen
needs strong and appealing performances. Luckily he has

them: Phoenix and Posey are pitch-perfect, and as for Stone,
she’s more watchable than ever. If life is indeed “a barren god-
less eternity,” one could do worse than spend it with this
beguiling actress. “Irrational Man,” a Sony Pictures Classics
release, is rated R by the Motion Picture Association of
America “for some language and sexual content.” Running
time: 94 minutes. Two and a half stars out of four. — AP

Allen’s latest is a meditation on meaning and murder

In this image released by Sony Pictures Classics Emma Stone, left, and Joaquin Phoenix
appear in a scene from ‘Irrational Man.’ — AP

Parker Posey, from left, Joaquin Phoenix and Emma Stone arrive at the Los Angeles
Premiere of ‘Irrational Man’ held at the WGA Theatre. — AP

The 15-year-old son of Australian rock
icon Nick Cave has died after falling
from a cliff in Brighton on the south-

ern coast of England, police and the family
said yesterday. “Our son Arthur died on
Tuesday evening. He was our beautiful,
happy loving boy,” Cave and his wife, model
Susie Bick, said in a statement issued by
Sussex Police. “We ask that we be given the
privacy our family needs to grieve at this
difficult time.” Police said that Arthur was
found with life-threatening injuries at
about 6:00 pm (1700 GMT ) on Tuesday
after having fallen from the cliffs.

“He died later that evening of his
injuries in hospital. The death is not being
treated as suspicious,” a spokesman said.
Nick Cave grew up in southeastern
Australia but moved to London with his
punk band The Birthday Party in 1980. He is
best known for his work with the band Nick
Cave and the Bad Seeds. The 57-year-old
lives in Brighton, a liberal seaside town
popular with artists and musicians. Arthur
had a twin brother Earl.—AFP

Australian musician Nick Cave posing on the red carpet for the BAFTA British Academy
Film Awards at the Royal Opera House in London.—AFP

Rock star Cave’s 
son dies in cliff fall

Home for retired 
musicians raises funds

to buy Verdi letters

Ahome for retired musicians created by composer
Giuseppe Verdi has secured of a cache of his joking
and sometimes off-color correspondence with an

Italian count for the bargain price of 120,000 euros
($132,000). Officials said yesterday that the 82 letters failed
to sell at auction last year, despite international interest,
due to restrictions by the Culture Ministry that the buyer
must be an Italian resident. That excluded the many for-
eign universities that expressed interested.

The home for retired musicians jumped at the opportu-
nity, negotiating the price down from the 150,000-euro
original starting bid, and securing donors through an
Italian crowd sourcing site. The head of the home said the
money transfer has been made, but the letters won’t be
delivered until the sale is formally approved by culture offi-
cials. — AP

A painting showing the Italian composer Giuseppe Verdi is displayed at the Casa Verdi, in
Milan, Italy yesterday. — AP

One Direction heartthrob Louis
Tomlinson is set to become a father,
reports said Tuesday, in the latest jolt

for the boy band once known for its squeaky-
clean image. The 23-year-old, who would be
the first dad in One Direction, is expecting a
child with Los Angeles stylist Briana
Jungwirth, according to British tabloid The
Sun and US celebrity magazine People. The
Sun-which ran the headline “One
Conception”-said that Tomlinson went on
dates with Jungwirth in May after breaking
up with girlfriend of four years Eleanor Calder.

People magazine said that Tomlinson-
whose British band has vowed not to split up
after a recent feud-was looking for properties
in Los Angeles. “They are both really happy
and although they aren’t in a relationship,
their friendship is extremely strong and they
are both really excited about the baby,” an
anonymous friend was quoted as saying. A

representative for the band did not immedi-
ately comment. Tomlinson last posted on
Twitter a day earlier to raise support for a chil-
dren’s charity. One Direction stormed onto
the scene in 2010 when the young men
appeared on the British talent show “The X
Factor.”

Beginning in 2011, the group has released
an album of crowd-pleasing pop each year
before the year-end holidays, selling more
than 50 million records worldwide. One
Direction largely managed to avoid contro-
versy until March when founding member
Zayn Malik quit. Malik afterward entered a
feud over social media with Tomlinson, who
questioned his former bandmate’s solo
efforts.—AFP

One Direction members Louis Tomlinson, left, and Zayn Malik during an event for their
film ‘One Direction: This Is US,’ in Makuhari, near Tokyo. — AP

One Direction’s Louis

Tomlinson to be father 

Songster Joe Jackson

to explore four cities

in new album

British-born musician Joe Jackson on Tuesday
announced a new album recorded in four cities, in
the latest musical exploration for the eclectic artist.

The songwriter, a longtime resident of New York who has
touched on jazz, pop and classical over his more than 35-
year career, said that his first album since 2012 will come
out on October 2. Entitled “Fast Forward,” the album fea-
tures four-song sets from four cities New York,
Amsterdam, Berlin and New Orleans.

The Amsterdam session involves the most diverse
instrumentation, including appearances by the
Concertgebouw Orchestra and the 14-year-old Broadway
singer Mitchell Sink. Songs on the album include, from
New York, a cover of the 1970s rocker group Television’s
“See No Evil” track, and in Berlin, a modern take on a
1930s cabaret song. The New Orleans set features all
local musicians from the birthplace of jazz.

Jackson, who has spent much of his time in Berlin in
recent years, is widely known for his 1979 hit “Is She
Really Going Out With Him?” His last album, “The Duke,”
went to number one on the US Billboard jazz chart and
his 2000 “Symphony No. 1” won the Grammy for Best Pop
Instrumental Album. — AFPAUS judge on Tuesday cut a copyright

infringement verdict by more than $2
million against recording stars Robin

Thicke and Pharrell Williams over their 2013
smash hit “Blurred Lines,” but offered Marvin
Gaye’s heirs a 50 percent royalty on future
earnings from the song. A federal jury in Los
Angeles had sided with Gaye’s estate in
March, finding that parts of his 1977 hit “Got
to Give it Up” were copied by Thicke and
Williams for their R&B chart-topper.  The jury
awarded $7.4 million in damages and profits.

The case has transfixed the music world
because it raised questions as to when a
song can be considered plagiarized and
when it merely serves as inspiration. US
District Judge John Kronstadt in Los Angeles
said on Tuesday the amount was “excessive,”
based on the evidence presented in the case.
He pared back the total to $5.3 million.
Kronstadt denied a bid by Gaye’s heirs to
stop distribution of “Blurred Lines,” instead
ordering they be paid an ongoing 50 percent
royalty of the song’s revenues.

Though the jury had cleared rapper T.I. in
the case, even though he had contributed to
the song, Kronstadt ruled on Tuesday that he
was also liable for infringement. The lawyer
for Gaye’s heirs, Richard Busch, said in a state-
ment the family was thrilled with most of the
decision but is reviewing its options on the
judge’s trimming of damages.

“The Gaye family was protecting the lega-
cy of their father/husband and I could not be
happier for them,” he said. An attorney for
Thicke and Williams could not immediately
be reached. Williams acknowledged in court
he had been a fan of Gaye’s music since
childhood, but said “Blurred Lines” and “Got
to Give it Up” were similar in genre only. The
suit cited magazine interviews given by
Thicke in which he admitted drawing on
Gaye’s song when producing and recording
his own song.—Reuters

Joe Jackson

Judge cuts $7.4 mln ‘Blurred Lines’ 
copyright award to Gaye family

The Marvel name is golden. It has the ability to
lift up marginal superheroes to the ranks of
Iron Man, Thor and Captain America. Witness

“Ant-Man,” the latest costumed avenger to hit
movie screens. Though hardly a household name,
the man with the powers of an arthropod should
show some box office heft when the adventure
film that sports his name debuts to $62 million this
weekend. That’s roughly in line with what “Captain
America: The First Avenger” and “Thor” did in their
initial weekends in theaters, even though “Ant-Man”

is a lesser star in the Marvel universe.
“The Marvel brand is strong enough to bring a

familiarity to any movie they shepherd to the mar-
ketplace,” said Paul Dergarabedian, senior media
analyst at Rentrak. “It carries weight with an audi-
ence. It acts like a sequel would and makes audi-
ences feel more comfortable.” “Ant-Man” rolls out in
3,800 locations, most of which are in 3D. There will
also be 361 Imax and 388 premium large format
screenings, giving “Ant-Man” some sizable sur-
charges.

Paul Rudd, Michael Douglas and Corey Stoll star
in the comic book adaptation, which centers on a
down-on-his-luck thief who rediscovers his moral
compass after using technology to transform him-
self into the size of an insect. You know, that old
story. Critics have liked the movie, hailing its witty
tone and comparing it to “Guardians of the Galaxy,”
which mixed humor with action. —Reuters

Box Office: ‘Ant-Man’ to tower over ‘Trainwreck’
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Filipino Muslim Munib Dalidig, 33, is a vendor who sells
DVDs from his pedicab. He’s married with three children
and lives in a small house in a flood-prone area near the

Islamic mosque in Tumana, in Marikina city, east of Manila.
He’s among the Muslim minority in the Philippines, whose
population is predominantly Roman Catholic.

Like many Muslims, Dalidig is currently observing
Ramadan - a month of intense prayer, dawn-to-dusk fasting
and nightly feasts. He answers some questions about his faith
and Islam’s holiest month:

How important is prayer to you?
That is the order of Allah. It is our obligation. We can lose

everything but not our prayers. It is the key to enter paradise.

Do you always pray here?
Yes, because it is just outside my home. I use my pedicab

(three-wheeled bicycle) to peddle DVDs around town. If there
is no mosque nearby, then I pray where I am. I bring my prayer
rug if I know that I will go to a place where mosques are not
available. I rarely miss prayers since I make an effort to go
home during prayer time.

If you could change anything about yourself during
Ramadan, what would it be?

I would like to refrain from being late during prayer time. I
would like to stop gossip mongering about people.

Do you think your non-Muslim friends understand
Islam and what it means to be Muslim?

Yes, I explain Islam to them and many have become
Muslim after I have told them about our teachings.

What is the most important thing to you about being a
Muslim in the Philippines?

It is about improving yourself. I would like to do good.
Praying is the most important thing for me. How to follow the
orders of Allah. Each day this week, The Associated Press will
focus on a Muslim devotee living in the minority in Asia, illus-
trating what the fasting month of Ramadan means to the
Muslim community in that country. — AP

Filipino Muslim Munib Dalidig talks to a man working on his roof beside the Marikina Islamic Mosque in suburban
Tumana, Marikina city, east of Manila, Philippines. — AP photos

Filipino Muslim Munib Dalidig, in orange shirt, joins others during prayers at the Marikina Islamic Mosque.

Filipino Muslims observe

holy month of Ramadan 

Munib Dalidig reads the Quran inside his home.

Filipino Muslim Munib Dalidig, seated second right, listens with other Filipino Muslims to
a reading of the Quran at the Marikina Islamic Mosque.

Munib Dalidig finishes listening to a reading of the Quran.

Munib Dalidig uses his mobile phone as his daughter, right, looks outside their home.

Indonesian Muslims in
Bali observe Ramadan 

Surrounded by colorful plastic cups, Sumaria and
other Indonesian Muslim women pour sweet
tea as they prepare for iftar, the traditional

breaking of the dawn-to-dusk fast during the holy
month of Ramadan. Indonesia is the world’s most
populous Muslim nation. But the island of Bali, where
Sumaria has lived since arriving with her family half a
century ago, is predominantly Hindu. Growing up in
the religious minority, she has held on to her Muslim
faith.

Now retired from her work in microfinance that
loaned money to poor farmers and entrepreneurs,
she travels some distance from her home to the
Grand Mosque in Bali’s provincial capital of Denpasar

to pray. “We are encouraged to pray in congregation,”
Sumaria, 58, said.

She also volunteers her time at the mosque during
Ramadan, which the devoted believe is the time to
do good deeds. “As a Muslim, every word and deed
should reflect Islamic teaching,” said Sumaria. “Islam
teaches us to be tolerant and kind to one another.”
Each day this week the Associated Press will focus on
a Muslim devotee living in the minority in the Asia-
Pacific region, illustrating what the fasting month of
Ramadan means to the Muslim community in that
country. — AP

Sumaria, center, performs “taraweeh”, the Ramadan evening prayer, at
Denpasar Grand Mosque in Denpasar, Bali, Indonesia.

Sumaria carries the Quran as she stands at the entrance of Denpasar Grand
Mosque.

Sumaria, center, performs “taraweeh,” the Ramadan evening prayer, at
Denpasar Grand Mosque.

Sumaria, left, distributes snacks to Muslim devotees to break their fast. Sumaria, center, fills plastic cups with tea as she prepares drinks for Muslim devotees to break their fast.
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Essam Sayed works in a time-honored profession - one
that employs him for one month a year. He is a sec-
ond-generation “mesaharati,” which loosely translates

from Arabic as “dawn caller.” During the Muslim holy month
of Ramadan, which ends this week, devout Muslims
abstain from all forms of food or drink from dawn until sun-
set. Once the sun sets, they break the fast with the evening
“iftar,” or breakfast, and hours later, before dawn they take
the vital pre-dawn meal known as “suhour.”

Each night, Sayed, 45, sets out after midnight on his
donkey through the streets of the Arab Ghoneim district in
Helwan province on the southern outskirts of Cairo. He
bangs a small drum, chanting traditional religious phrases
and calling out to residents by name to wake them in time
for the pre-dawn meal.

The job was passed down by his father and Sayed uses
the same 50-year-old drum that his father used for
decades. The residents offer Sayed tips and donations in
exchange for him calling out their family members and
children each night as he passes. It’s a low-tech profession
that continues to endure, mostly in Egypt’s more tradition-
al districts.

On one particular summer night, half the neighborhood
already seemed to be awake and waiting for Sayed to
arrive. Residents gathered on balconies as he passed and
the area’s children crowded around his donkey.

He says that’s normal when Ramadan falls in the sum-
mer, when school is out and people stay up later. But the
Islamic calendar is 11 days shorter than the western
Gregorian calendar, so Ramadan gradually moves through
all four seasons. “It’s the opposite during winter when peo-
ple sleep earlier,” Sayed said. “That’s when I feel the impor-
tance of my job.” — AP

Essam Sayed, 45-year-old “mesaharati,” or dawn caller beats his drum to wake people up for a meal before sunrise, during the holy month of Ramadan,
in the Arab Ghoneim district of Helwan on the southern outskirts of Cairo, Egypt. — AP photos

Children surround Essam Sayed riding his donkey “Aziza,” as he wakes people up for a
meal before sunrise.

A man gives a tip to Essam Sayed.

At Ramadan, Cairo callers 

wake you up before dawn 

Children gather around Essam Sayed.

Children look from their windows to watch Essam Sayed.

A girl holds a traditional lantern.

Essam Sayed, center, eats a meal with his family before sunrise.

A girl holds a traditional lantern as Essam Sayed bangs his drum and chants to wake people. Essam Sayed rides his donkey “Aziza”.

Children gather around Essam Sayed.

Essam Sayed rides his donkey “Aziza,” with his grandson Ibrahim. Essam Sayed rides his donkey “Aziza”. 
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GAZA: Palestinian Ateya Megdad, 43, washes his horse on the beach in Gaza City before breaking the fast during the holy month of Ramadan. — AFP 

Snug in England’s midsection, just under a
90-minute train ride away from London,
sits the unassuming city of Derby (pro-

nounced DAHR’-bee). It may lack the name
recognition of other British tourist magnets (in
fact, it only officially became a city in 1977),
but Derby’s past helped shape the modern
world. Derbyshire - the county in which Derby
sits - gave birth to the Industrial Revolution
with the opening of its Silk Mill, the first mod-
ern factory. It thrived in the Age of
Enlightenment and elements of its rich past
have been carefully preserved in small muse-
ums, enormous stately homes and even cen-
turies-old pubs.

Land of pride and prejudice
One of Derbyshire’s most famous residents

never actually existed. Mr Darcy, of Jane
Austen’s “Pride and Prejudice,” hailed from the
county. Local lore says that Austen based
Darcy’s home of Pemberley on Chatsworth
House, one of England’s most lavish stately
homes. Filmmakers have taken note, using
Chatsworth as a backdrop for 2005’s “Pride and
Prejudice,” and the more recent BBC miniseries
aired on PBS, “Death Comes to Pemberley.”
Within its towering walls is an impressive art
collection built up over five centuries by the
family that still lives there and opens its doors
to visitors. Equally breathtaking are the sur-
rounding grounds, which include a 19th cen-
tury gravity-powered fountain that can shoot
a stream of water nearly as high as the Statue
of Liberty (about 295 feet or 90 meters). Other
highlights include a deceptively difficult
hedge maze, a brass willow tree that spouts
water from its branches, and hedges fashioned
into furnishings from a home. Also worth
some gawking is the Chatsworth Estate Farm
Shop, which sells food produced on the
house’s sprawling estate.

Plague village
Among the many picture-postcard villages

tucked in Derbyshire’s countryside is Eyam,
also known as the Plague Village. The disease
came to Eyam via London, in a rolled-up cloth,
and quickly spread in 1665, killing 260 vil-
lagers within 14 months. What made Eyam dif-
ferent was a local rector’s decision to quaran-
tine the village, a move that kept the pesti-
lence from spreading across northern England.
Church gatherings were held outside, the
dead were buried in backyards instead of the
churchyard and money was exchanged with
other villages on a boundary stone where it
could be washed in vinegar. Vestiges of these
heroics are all over the village, including the
cottages where the plague first took hold and
the boundary stone. The church includes a list
of the plague dead and the grave of a single
plague victim, the wife of the rector who
called for the quarantine. A museum tells the
villagers’ stories and plaques dotted around
Eyam give slices of its history. Public stocks still
stand in a village green.

Exploring peaks
Millions flock to Derbyshire to explore the

towering Peak District, England’s first national
park. Walking trails wind throughout the
Peaks, including the bike-friendly Monsal Trail
and the Dovedale Trail, which leads to an iso-
lated village. Bakewell provides a convenient
hopping-off point for hikers, especially those
with a sweet tooth. The town is known for its
eponymous Bakewell Tart and Bakewell
Pudding. The tasty pastries are said to have
been invented by a local hotel cook who
mixed up a recipe. Travelers can also visit the

town’s All Saints Church which sits above a hill-
top and offers lush valley views and a history
that stretches back to Anglo-Saxon times.

Also worth a visit
1. The still-in-progress Silk Mill Museum - if

just for a chat with its infinitely knowledge-
able staff.

2. Pickford’s House, for a glimpse of middle-
class living in the 1700s.

3. The impossibly green grounds of Elvaston
Castle, on the outskirts of the city.

4. And for a thoroughly English experience,
you can sit next to Derby County’s impas-
sioned soccer fans at iPro Stadium. — AP

Derbyshire: Industrial history and ‘Pride and Prejudice’ 

Chatsworth House in Derbyshire, England.Derby resident Silvana Robertson walking in the garden of Elvaston Castle. — AP photos

The river Wye running
through the Derbyshire

town of Bakewell in
England.

Sightseer places a coin in Eyam’s boundary stone.

Eyam’s so-called ‘Plague cottage,’ in Derbyshire, England,
where the village’s first plague victim lived.

Lion sculpture in Chatsworth House’s sculpture gallery.
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