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GLENDALE: Mexico midfielder Andres Guardado kicks the ball in front of Guatemala defender Deniss Lopez (15) during the first half of a CONCACAF Gold Cup soccer match.— AP

GLENDALE: The Mexican national soccer team endured a
night of frustration in front of tens of thousands of its fans.
The end result was a 0-0 tie with Guatemala on Sunday night
in the CONCACAF Gold Cup match. “We tried. We had the
ball hit the post,” Mexico coach Miguel Herrera said. “It’s frus-
trating because we didn’t win. But the team got shots on
goal, we had control. That’s just what happens when you are
not on the side of luck.”

A capacity crowd of 62,910 packed University of Phoenix
Stadium, almost all of the fans decked out in the red, white
or green colors of Mexico.

They booed heartily when the game came to an end,
except for a tiny contingent of Guatemala fans, who cheered
as if it was a victory.

“We’re very happy and for us it’s a magnificent result,”
Guatemala coach Ivan Sopegno said. “We got a result we can
be proud of for ourselves and the people of Guatemala.”

Mexico is 1-0-1 in Group C competition, Guatemala 0-1-1.
Mexico plays Trinidad and Tobago (2-0) tomorrow in

Charlotte, North Carolina. Guatemala faces Cuba (0-2).
“In reality, the team played well,” Herrera said. “ We con-

trolled the ball and knew what we were doing left, right and
middle of the pitch. We had a lot of shots, it’s just that noth-
ing happened. It’s a situation where we couldn’t score but
I’m fine with the way we played.”

Nearly all of the game was played in Mexico’s offensive
end of the field.  Giovani Dos Santos’ shot that bounced off
the crossbar exemplified the team’s woes.

“It was a difficult game,” Mexico forward Oriba Peralta.
“We had some bad luck, but we’ll try to get better for the
next game.”

The fans had shouted “Gio! Gio!” before Herrera finally
sent Dos Santos into the game in the 82nd minute. Five min-
utes later, Dos Santos slammed a shot from in front of the
net just outside the penalty area but it ricocheted off the
crossbar.

It was one of a handful of near misses for Mexico, which
finished with four shots on goal. Guatemala had no shots on

goal and really only one opportunity that came close.
It came early, when Mexico turned the ball over at mid-

field. Guatemala’s Minor Lopez got the ball in front of the
net but his kick only grazed it. Still, it bounced just outside
of the goal.

The rest of the game, Guatemala settled for playing
defense. Mexico couldn’t score even with a man advantage
when Jose Contreras drew a red card, for his second yellow,
in the 77th minute.

Guatemala slowed the game even more in the four min-
utes of extra time. When fans thought Carlos Vela had been
fouled late in the game for what would have been a penalty
kick, and none was called, many tossed their hats from the
upper deck of University of Phoenix Stadium in protest.

Mexico had two other near misses. In the 36th minute,
Peralta sent a cross to team captain Andres Guardado in
front of the net, but Guatemala keeper Paulo Motta charged
toward the ball and deflected Guardado’s left-footed
attempt.

Much later, in the 76th minute, Hector Herrera sent a
header to Peralta, who pushed the ball with his left foot just
wide of the net.

In the first half, Mexico had three shots on goal and
Guatemala none. Mexico managed one shot on goal in the
second half.

Guardado drove the ball into the net in the 40th minute
but it was waved off because a foul had been called against
Mexico well before the kick.

Mexico is without Real Madrid standout Javier
Hernandez. The Mexican known to fans as “Chicharito” frac-
tured his collarbone in a Gold Cup warmup friendly against
Honduras. The Mexican national team, known as “El Tri,”
opened Gold Cup competition with a 6-0 rout of Cuba in
Chicago on Thursday. Guatemala lost to Trinidad and Tobago
3-1. In the first match of Sunday’s doubleheader, Trinidad
and Tobago defeated Cuba 2-0. The Cuban team has had
two players defect to the United States - striker Keilen Garcia
and midfielder Arael Arguellez.—AP

Guatemala hold Mexico in Gold Cup

PAU: Reigning Tour de France champion
Vincenzo Nibali says he’s not panicking
despite a poor first week in which he lost
almost two-and-a-half minutes to Chris
Froome.

The 30-year-old Italian appeared to have
got off to a flying start when he beat all
three of his ‘fantastic four’ rivals in the
opening stage time-trial during a heatwave
in Utrecht.

But since then, as the weather changed,
he’s rolled from one blow to another in his
hopes of overall victory. He lost a minute-
and-a-half to race leader Froome, the 2013
champion, on the windy second stage to
Zeeland, another 11 seconds to the Briton
on the third stage finish up the Mur de Huy,
10 more seconds on a similar finish on the
Mur de Bretagne on Saturday and then
more than 30 seconds in Sunday’s team
time-trial.

He currently sits 13th overall at 2min
22sec of Froome and behind both of the
other two ‘fantastic four’ Alberto Contador
and Nairo Quintana as well. But he’s not
worried.

“I’m in good form but not every year is
the same. The only thing to do is keep calm
and pedal,” he said during Monday’s rest

day in Pau. “I’m feeling serene because I
know I’ve done my best. There was a lot of
pressure from fans and the media. “I’ve had
some highs and lows. On the Mur de
Bretagne I had a bad day, it was a very diffi-
cult finish.

“But Alberto (Contador) had the same
thing on the Mur de Huy (where he lost
18sec).” Quintana is only 23sec ahead of
Nibali on the standings in ninth but is con-
sidered by most to be the best climber in
the world. Nibali agrees with Froome that
Quintana could be the man to watch in the
mountains.

“He’s hiding, we never see him (at the
front of the peloton). Froome is certainly in
the best form but Nairo hasn’t yet shown
what he’s capable of,” said Nibali.

Froome may have appeared impreg-
nable so far but Nibali believes he will
eventually run out of steam, if not from
today’s start of the Pyrenean stages, then
perhaps in the third week when the race
hits the Alps. “We’ve not seen anything yet
in the mountains but we’ll certainly know
more after (today’s finish at) La Pierre-Saint
Martin. “Right now we know Chris is in form
but (his trainer) Paolo Slongo thinks he
might come unstuck in the Alps.”  — AFP

Nibali calm despite deficit

LONDON: Novak Djokovic and Serena Williams
revived an old tradition as the Wimbledon win-
ners celebrated their titles by dancing together to
the Bee Gees’ hit ‘Night Fever’ at the annual cham-
pions dinner. Fresh from their respective triumphs
on Centre Court over the weekend, Djokovic and
Williams were back in the spotlight late on
Sunday evening as the pair became the first
champions to dance together at the gala event at
the London Guildhall since Bjorn Borg and Chris
Evert in 1976.

But while three-time Wimbledon winner
Djokovic wanted a “sophisticated waltz”, it was
Serena, a six-time champion at the All England
Club, who called the tune.

The 33-year-old American, who beat Spain’s
Garbine Muguruza in Saturday’s final, selected
1970s disco classic ‘Night Fever’ and Djokovic, a
four-set winner over Roger Federer on Sunday,
gamely joined his fellow world number one in
showing off his best dance moves.

“There was no practice, I suggested the idea to
(All England Club chairman) Philip Brook and
Serena, and fortunately they accepted,” Djokovic
said on Monday.

“I was very pleased because Serena is a great

dancer. “I was thinking of more of a waltz - some-
thing more sophisticated, something that blends
into the environment and the beautiful hall we
were in.”But Serena wanted to move a bit more
and we considered other options.

“So it was Night Fever. Night Fever came to life
and you can imagine how that looked.” Once the
partying had come to an end in the early hours of
Monday, Djokovic returned to Wimbledon to dis-
cuss his ninth major title.

After passing greats like Andre Agassi, Jimmy
Connors and Ivan Lendl on the list of major win-
ners, the 28-year-old Serb finds himself ranked
among the legends of the sport.

It’s no longer inconceivable that he could
match the record 17 Grand Slam titles won by
Federer and the 14 of Rafael Nadal.

“In terms of reaching them I don’t want to say
it’s too early, it’s probably the right time to talk
about it, but it’s still far away,” Djokovic said. “I
know what it takes to win one grand slam. It takes
a lot of effort, a lot of things have to come togeth-
er. “To reach those two guys would be incredible
but honestly, I’m not thinking about it right now.”

Djokovic’s next shot at a Grand Slam comes in
August at the US Open, where he has won the

title once and suffered four final defeats.
With his confidence sky-high after reaching all

three major finals this year, Djokovic expects to
mount a serious challenge for his second title in
New York. “I am approaching the US Open this
year with two grand slams won and one final,”
Djokovic said. “The confidence level is very high
and I’m going to use that to have a shot at the
title. — AFP

Djokovic and Serena hit 
fever pitch in celebration

LONDON: Wimbledon Champions Novak
Djokovic of Serbia (right) and Serena
Williams of the US, dance on stage at the
Wimbledon Champion dinner, at the
Guildhall.— AP


