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SLOVENIA: In this Sunday, June 14, 2015 file photo, England’s Raheem Sterling (bottom) is challenged by Slovenia’s Ales Mertelj during the Euro
2016 Group E qualifying soccer match between Slovenia and England. — AP

BANGKOK: Liverpool boss Brendan Rodgers con-
firmed yesterday his team plans to sell Raheem
Sterling to a rival club as he played down reports of
an acrimonious rift over the restless England for-
ward. Speaking in Bangkok where Liverpool have
begun a pre-season overseas tour, the Northern
Irish manager confirmed Sterling would leave, sub-
ject to passing medical tests. 

He declined to confirm where the 20-year-old
was going or how much for, but British media say
Sterling will go to Manchester City in a deal worth
over £49 million ($76 million, 68 million euro). 

“The club has agreed with another club a deal
for him to be transferred. Subject to a medical that
will go through,” Rodgers said. “Contrary to proba-
bly the last week or so in terms of what was written,
Raheem and I have always remained very strong in
our relationship and have been right up until we
left. So there’s no issue there,” he added. 

His comments confirm the closing stages of what
has become this summer’s most acrimonious trans-

fer. Sterling’s refusal to commit to Liverpool has
angered the club’s supporters, who jeered him at an
end-of-season awards dinner. 

Rodgers’s relationship with Sterling cooled con-
siderably when the player  turned down a lucrative
new contract worth £100,000 per week in January
this year. Two months later, Sterling’s relationship
with the Liverpool hierarchy became even more
strained when, in an interview with the BBC given
without the club’s approval, he confirmed he had
rejected the Reds’ latest contract offer. 

Sterling’s agent, Aidy Ward, then added to the
growing rift by saying his client would not sign a
new deal with Liverpool even for “£900,000 a week”.
English football commands a huge following in
Thailand and it is not uncommon to see entire sky-
scrapers in Bangkok decked in advertising featuring
stars from the premier league.

Despite being named in the 30-man squad for
the pre-season tour, Sterling was left behind by
Liverpool when the club flew out to Thailand, where

his teammates will play the Thai All Stars on Tuesday
night before moving on to Malaysia and Australia.
Players were greeted with traditional flower gar-
lands on arrival at a luxury hotel in downtown
Bangkok as fans in the football obsessed country
jostled for a glimpse of their favourite players.

New signings James Milner, Danny Ings and
Nathaniel Clyne are all on the trip. Rodgers said his
focus was on players who have joined his squad
rather than dwell on those who have chosen to
leave. “At this moment in time the interest is with the
players that are here. The key for us is that it is the
overall team that is important,” he said.

Sterling joined Liverpool from QPR’s academy in
2010 and has since scored 23 goals in 129 senior
appearances for the club. He made his senior England
debut in 2012, scoring one goal in 16 appearances.
Liverpool finished sixth in the Premier League last
season and so missed out on the Champions League,
whereas runners-up City have qualified for European
football’s elite club competition. — AFP

Rodgers confirms Sterling
move, plays down rift

JOHANNESBURG: Severely depleted
Egyptians Al Ahly drew 0-0 away to Malians
Stade Malien at the weekend and surren-
dered top place in a CAF Confederation
Cup group.

Title-holders Ahly have four points from
two Group A matches, two less than Etoile
Sahel, who won 1-0 at fellow Tunisians
Esperance. Former Confederation Cup win-
ners Stade have one point and Esperance, a
leading African football club by successes
and popularity, are pointless. 

Suspensions, injuries and imminent mili-
tary call-ups deprived Ahly of seven play-
ers, and the Cairo Red Devils had to play in
scorching mid-afternoon Bamako heat
while fasting. Muslim footballers are per-
mitted to break the dawn-to-dusk, food-
and-liquid fast during the holy month of
Ramadan, but rarely do.

“The long flight and the very high tem-
peratures affected the fitness of my play-

ers,” admitted Ahly coach Fathy Mabrouk. “I
want to thank them for their efforts during
the game-they did well in harsh conditions
and a draw is a positive result.”

A goalless deadlock was a predictable
result as four Group A matches have deliv-
ered only five goals, despite Ahly slamming
three past Esperance two weeks ago.

It was the fifth home draw for Malien in
10 group games and the third draw for
Ahly in four away games at the mini-league
stage of the second-tier African club com-
petition.

Malian Mamadou Cisse came closest to
breaking the stalemate eight minutes after
half-time at Stade Modibo Keita, rattling
the woodwork when well placed.

Egyptians Zamalek won 2-1 at South
Africans Orlando Pirates to top Group B
with a maximum six points while Tunisians
CS Sfaxien were surprisingly held 1-1 by
Congolese AC Leopards. — AFP

Ahly held, surrender top place

BUENOS AIRES: Boca Juniors are top of
the Argentine league championship as
they prepare to unveil Carlos Tevez for
his second spell at the club yesterday.

A goal from striker Sebastian Palacios
after half an hour gave Boca a 1-0 win at
Sarmiento on Sunday, lifting them into
first place a point ahead of San Lorenzo
and three in front of River Plate.

Tevez, back home in Buenos Aires
after a decade in Europe, missed the
resumption of the championship
because he is on holiday after playing for
Argentina at the Copa America.

He will be officially presented to the
media later yesterday and is expected to
make his comeback in next weekend’s
home match against Quilmes at La
Bombonera.

“I’ve got a nice little mess,” said Boca
coach Rodolfo Arruabarrena as he con-
templated the prospect of finding a
place for Tevez in his team among a
number of strikers in good form.

“They all want to play but I’m the one
who takes the decisions and these will
always be for the good of the team,” he

told reporters. San Lorenzo drew 1-1 at
Union and River were also held 1-1 by
Temperley at El Monumental as they
rested first choice players for Tuesday’s
first leg of their Libertadores Cup semi-
final against Guarani of Paraguay.

Sunday was also a good day for for-
mer Argentina defender Gabriel Heinze
who made his coaching debut with
Godoy Cruz in a 3-0 home win over
Crucero del Norte in Mendoza.

Another coach Mauricio Pellegrino
began his tenure at Independiente with
a 3-1 home victory over Olimpo. Newell’s
Old Boys fans showed their support for
Lionel Messi at their 3-0 home win over
Racing Club in Rosario, the Argentina
captain’s home town.

They displayed a huge banner behind
one of the goals that said: “Messi, being
the best is what differentiates us from
the rest.” Messi has received criticism in
his home country after favourites
Argentina lost the Copa America final to
hosts Chile on penalties following a 0-0
draw after extra time nine days ago in
Santiago. — Reuters

Boca Juniors go top 

Sebastian Palacios

SAO PAULO: Fighting in the stands
forced the referee to halt a match at
Brasilia’s Mane Garrincha stadium on
Sunday in what was the latest outbreak of
violence inside one of the stadiums used
for the 2014 World Cup, local news
reports said.

The fourth division game between
Gama and Botafogo of Sao Paulo was
halted towards the end of the first half
when Botafogo fans arrived late, accom-
panied by supporters of Gama’s arch-rival
Brasiliense, according to terra.com.br, a
popular news portal.

The ensuing scuffles caused the game
to be held up for several minutes to
ensure the players were safe, Globo
added. The game ended in a 0-0 draw.

The stadium in the capital Brasilia is
often used by teams from other cities in a
bid to keep it from becoming a white ele-
phant. Local teams Gama and Brasiliense
have small support bases and only 3,115

people were in the 73,000 capacity arena
for Sunday’s game.

In the first division, Atletico Mineiro
remained in top spot after winning their
sixth successive game, beating Ponte
Preta 2-0 on Saturday. The four teams
behind them all won, with a last-minute
goal from Fred helping second-placed
Fluminense beat Atletico Paranaense 2-1.

Fluminense signed Ronaldinho Gaucho
on Saturday but he is not expected to make
his debut until next month. Corinthians
hammered a hapless Flamengo 3-0 at the
Maracana on Sunday to leapfrog over
Gremio into third spot on goal difference,
even though the southern side also won,
beating Vasco da Gama 2-0 on Saturday.
Fifth-placed Sao Paulo beat Coritiba 3-1,
with former AC Milan striker Alexandre Pato
getting a brace. At the bottom, Joinville lost
their ninth game out of 14 to stay rooted to
the foot of the table, one point behind
Vasco and Coritiba. — Reuters

PARIS: Celtic manager Ronny Deila is eager to
put the bitter disappointment of 12 months
ago behind him as his side embark on their
latest bid to reach the Champions League
group stage tomorrow.

The Scottish champions entertain Icelandic
side Stjarnan at Celtic Park in the first leg of
their second qualifying round tie, one of three
ties they will have to win if they are to return
to the group stage for the first time since
2013-14.

Last season, the Hoops beat another
Icelandic outfit in KR Reykjavik at the same
stage only to lose to Legia Warsaw in the next
round. The Poles were then kicked out of the
competition for fielding an ineligible player
but Celtic still failed to make the group stage,
losing to Maribor of Slovenia in a play-off.

That turned out to be the biggest disap-
pointment in a campaign which saw Celtic lift
the Premiership title and the League Cup, and
Deila is now hoping for a better run in Europe
in his second season in charge in Glasgow’s
East End. “I hate the feeling I had in my body
after Maribor,” Deila told The Herald. “That is a
feeling I fear and it drives me on. I hate losing-
that’s in my blood.

“Everyone at this club is doing everything
they can, every day, to prepare for these quali-
fying games. “We believe we can do it but, if
we don’t, it will be because we’re not good
enough to be there. That’s how it is. “But I now
really believe that we’re good enough.
Qualifying is a very hard task because it’s three
rounds right at the start of the season.

“We have to face good opponents so it’s
tough. It will be a big achievement if we can
get there,” added Deila, whose team go to
Iceland for the return leg next midweek.

Celtic have moved to strengthen their
squad over the close season, spending a com-
bined £3 million (4.2m euros, $4.6m) to sign
Belgian defender Dedryck Boyata from
Manchester City and Turkish striker Nadir Ciftci
from Dundee United. In addition, Swiss
defender Saidy Janko has been signed from
Manchester United and goalkeeper Logan
Bailly, who has been capped by Belgium,
arrived from OH Leuven.

The expectation is that they will be too
strong for Stjarnan, although they are in the
midst of their domestic season while Celtic
have only played friendlies, including a 1-0
win against Spanish side Real Sociedad at the
weekend. Stjarnan also eliminated Motherwell
in Europa League qualifying last year before
losing to Inter Milan, the same side who later
defeated Celtic in the knockout stages.

Among the other sides involved in the sec-
ond qualifying round are 1986 European Cup
winners Steaua Bucharest, with the Romanian
champions facing Trencin of Slovakia. If they
progress, they will  join the likes of Ajax,
Monaco, Shakhtar Donetsk, CSKA Moscow and
FC Basel in the draw for the third qualifying
round. — AFP

Violence halts game in Brazil

PARIS: PSG’s new coach Kevin Trapp, of Germany poses with his jersey for media dur-
ing an official presentation in Paris. Paris Saint Germain signed former Eintracht
Frankfurt goalkeeper Kevin Trapp on a five-year deal. — AP

Deila looking for success
from Celtic in Europe

SPAIN: Goalkeeper Iker Casillas poses by the trophies he won as a player with Real Madrid
after a press conference at the Santiago Bernabeu stadium. Casillas appeared with the
club’s president a day after he gave an emotional press conference alone putting an end to
his 25 years as a Real Madrid goalkeeper. Casillas will now play for FC. Porto. — AP

MADRID: Several hundred Real Madrid fans
chanted for president Florentino Perez to
resign at an official send-off for goalkeeper
and captain Iker Casillas at the Bernabeu stadi-
um yesterday.

Real held the presentation following criti-
cism over the surreal nature of Casillas’s tearful
news conference on Sunday, when he
appeared to be alone in the stadium press
room to read out a farewell statement.

The 34-year-old, who is leaving his boy-
hood club after 16 seasons in the first team to
join Porto, appeared on the VIP tribune on
Monday with Perez and made a brief state-
ment before going down to the pitch to greet
supporters.

Fans in the sweltering streets outside had
called for Perez to quit before they were let
into the arena and they repeated the chants
and gave Casillas a rousing ovation as he
posed with the 19 trophies he won with Real,
including three European Cups.

Casillas spoke on Sunday after Spanish dai-
ly El Mundo published an interview with his
parents, with whom he has a troubled rela-
tionship, in which they said their son had been
forced out of the club by Perez. Perez said at
the presentation he had invited Casillas,
whom he said he had “always defended” and

described as “irreplaceable”, because of “con-
fused information that has been published
that perhaps needs to be explained as it does
not correspond with reality.

“Iker is leaving us because that was his
wish,” Perez said, adding that the club were
looking to organise a farewell friendly match
for him, possibly against Porto.

“Nobody from Real Madrid asked him to
leave the club. You have to look after your leg-
ends and Iker is one.” A smiling Casillas, who
twice shook Perez’s hand, did not respond to
his parents’ claims.

Despite the anger of some fans, the situa-
tion is unlikely to have lasting repercussions
for construction magnate Perez, who is in the
second of two stints as president.

However, the contrast between Casillas’s
emotional appearance on Sunday and the
send-off of his close friend and former Spain
team mate Xavi Hernandez was given by
Barcelona was telling and prompted criticism
that Real had not treated their long-serving
captain with sufficient respect. Xavi, 35, joined
Qatari side Al Sadd at the end of last season
and fans, officials and team mates paid hom-
age to the midfielder at the Nou Camp, where
he was surrounded by family and friends and a
glittering array of trophies. — Reuters

Real fans urge president 
to quit over Casillas exit


