
S PORTS
TUESDAY, JULY 14, 2015

TORONTO: When Courtney Donovan arrived for
her Pan American Games roller figure skating
short program and saw people in the stands an
hour before the competition she was sure they
were lost. It was an understandable reaction for
an athlete who has spent her entire competitive
career in virtual obscurity, performing in dark
suburban roller arenas in front of a few dozen
spectators rather than the standing room only
crowd that filled the venue on Sunday to a cheer
her sixth place finish.

“When I saw people sitting down an hour
before we started skating I knew it was going to
be something big,” the American said. “I was
shocked people were sitting down before I skat-
ed, people are sitting down to watch us...oh my
gosh. “That was probably the biggest crowd I
have ever skated in front of before in my life. “A
regular competition for me would basically be in
a regular roller rink and the crowd might be
maybe 20-25 at most. “We never skate in a big
venue like this. The Pan American Games, this is
like our Olympics.”

The Pan Am Games is as big as it gets for the
roller figure skaters, who get to march in open-
ing and closing ceremonies alongside 7,000 oth-
er athletes, live in the village and soak up a fac-
simile of the Olympic experience that for the
moment remains a distant dream.

“I felt amazing; I have never had everyone
out there cheering for me so there was just a
lot of energy out there today,” said Canada’s
Kailah Macri. “This was just such an awesome
experience. “I have been skating for 15 years
and I have never had something like this here.
People are interested in it. It has gotten a lot of
attention.” Artistically and technically there is
little difference between ice and roller figure
skating. The competition includes a short and
long program, filled with many of the same ele-
ments, spins and jumps performed to the same
dramatic soundtracks.

While Canada and the United States can claim
a rich figure skating tradition that has produced
some of the sport’s biggest names like Peggy
Fleming and Michelle Kwan, their eight-wheeled
counterparts roll on in anonymity.

Macri has represented Canada at the world
championships seven times but her efforts have
gone largely unnoticed. The sport enjoys a high-
er profile and acceptance in South America
which has dominated the Pan Am medal podi-
um. Argentina’s Giselle Soler won the gold medal
on Sunday, following her sister Elizabeth from
four years ago in Guadalajara, while Brazil’s
Marcel Sturmer captured his fourth consecutive
Pan Am title.

“I feel great, I had a fall in the program but
that’s okay because we are human,” said Soler,
her elegant and technical routine a clear class
above despite a spill. Despite positive reviews
and unprecedented exposure roller figure skat-
ing’s moment in the spotlight is likely to be brief.
“We don’t have an Olympics, so we are fortunate
that the Olympic Committee allows us to come
in and kind of show off our sport,” said Donovan.

“In North America it is really hard to build up
our skating clubs, it’s hard to keep kids in the
sport (when) they see gymnastics, ice skating
and they kind of join those and ...stop roller
skating.” — Reuters

Figure skating on a 
roll at Pan Am Games

CANADA: Chilean Marisol Villarroel competes in the Roller Sport-Figure Skating Final competi-
tion at the 2015 Pan American Games. —AFP

SCARBOROUGH: Pamela Ware of Canada, Jennifer Abel of Canada and Dolores
Hernandez of Mexico pose with their medals after the women’s 3M springboard div-
ing final at the CIBC Aquatic Centre. — AFP

TORONTO: Canada’s Jennifer Abel and
Mexico’s Ivan Garcia won gold medals in their
diving events at the Pan American Games on
Sunday to earn automatic qualifying spots for
the 2016 Rio Olympics.

Abel, who won a bronze medal at the 2012
London Olympics, led the women’s 3m spring-
board final nearly the entire way and sealed
the win with a reverse 2-1/2 somersault pike to
score a total 384.70 points. Canada’s Pamela
Ware (326.00) won the silver and Mexico’s
Dolores Hernandez (323.10) took bronze.

Garcia, a silver medallist in London,
delivered a forward 2-1/2 somersault with
three twists to cap his performance and
score a total 521.70 points. Colombia’s
Victor Ortega (455.15) took the silver and
Mexico’s Jonathan Ruvalcabra (437.35) won
bronze. The two events are among a hand-
ful of disciplines in 10 sports at the July 10-
26 Pan Am Games that offer athletes a
chance to secure a spot in the Rio
Olympics, which are scheduled for Aug. 5-
21 next year. — Reuters

Canada win diving gold

TORONTO: Canada rolled to double gold in the
Pan American Games rugby sevens tournament
on Sunday as the women’s team crushed arch-
rivals the United States in the title game while
the men eked out a narrow victory over
Argentina. After spotting the United States an
early try, Canada’s women shifted into top gear
and roared back to claim an easy 55-7 win
before turning over the stage to the men, who
came back to beat Argentina 22-19 in a thriller.

It marked the first time women’s rugby sev-
ens has been contested at the Pan Am Games,
with the sport set to make its Summer Games
debut next year at the Rio Olympics.

“It’s incredible and this is our first Pan Am
Games, so to walk away with a gold medal is a

phenomenal feeling,” said Canada’s Jen Kish.
“There’s definitely more great days for this

team. “Every time we put on the Canadian jersey
we want to give the best performance that we
can. “We’re always cup-hunting.

“We always want to be the best that we can
be so you can expect many more trophies from
us building towards Rio.” The Canadian women,
who beat the Americans 34-12 earlier in the
tournament, dominated the two-day competi-
tion, running up a 6-0 record and outscoring
their opponents 285-19 to underline their
Olympic ambitions. The United States were the
only team to score against the hosts, but that
was not enough to spoil the party for a home
crowd numbering 20,000 according to Rugby

Canada. The Americans got the game off to a fly-
ing start when Kristen Thomas scored the first
try but Canada answered a minute later with
Ashley Steacy and never looked back, taking a
26-7 lead into the break. Canada’s men had a
much tougher path to gold.

After a narrow 17-12 quarter-final victory
over Chile and a tight 26-19 semi-final win over
the top ranked United States ‘Eagles’, Canada
then had to battle past Argentina to defend their
Pan Am crown. “We didn’t make any of the
games easy,” said Canadian captain John
Moonlight. “We’ve always said to ourselves
there’s no opportunity where we can’t win a
game very with little time left we can always
come back.”  — Reuters

Double rugby gold for Canada

TORONTO: Canada celebrates on the podium after they won the gold medal in the women’s Rugby 7 competition on Day 2 of the Toronto 2015
Pan Am Games. — AFP

AJAX: The United States and Cuba may
have reached a deal to restore diplomatic
ties but there was no sign of warming
relations during their baseball clash at the
Pan American Games on Sunday.

The preliminary round game, which
the United States won 5-2, came less than
two weeks after the countries formally
agreed to restore diplomatic ties as of July
20, fulfilling a pledge made in December.

Games between the long-time base-
ball rivals always draw interest given the
political hostilities and the fact Cuba has
lost many prospects and top players who
fled their country to seek contracts with
U.S.-based Major League Baseball clubs.

“It goes back and ...it’s becoming more
and more pronounced and understand-
ably so,” U.S. manager Jim Tracy said about
the rivalry.

“Obviously with the country of Cuba
there are some pretty good players that
have made their way over to the United
States and playing in the major leagues.

“So they are trying to make a state-
ment as to the type of baseball they play

in their country and we are very, very
proud of what we do.

“So that being said it ’s going to
enhance the rivalry, there’s no question
about it.” Cuba have dominated baseball
at the quadrennial games since the first
tournament in 1951, winning 12 of the 16
titles, including every one between 1971
and 2007.

But after a stunning loss at the hands
of the United States in 2011, which forced
Cuba to settle for a bronze medal - their
worst finish at the Pan Am Games since
1959 - Cuba are out to reclaim a title they
recognise as part of their fabric.

They had plenty of support on Sunday
as a rowdy group of Cuban supporters
dominated the 4,000-seat ballpark in Ajax,
a Toronto suburb, and their red, white and
blue flags provided a patriotic backdrop
down the right field line. Cuba’s supporters
were vocal throughout the game, even as
their side fell behind early when U.S. short-
stop Andrew Parrino opened the scoring
with a two-run home run in the bottom
half of the first inning. —Rauters

TORONTO: The United States have not set
a medal target for the 2015 Pan American
Games and are focused instead on the
handful of sports that offer direct qualifica-
tion to the 2016 Rio de Janeiro Olympics,
USOC officials said.

US athletes have traditionally occupied
top spot in the medals rankings at the
quadrennial multi-sport event but these
Pan Am Games in Toronto, which run
through July 26, will be about earning the
10 available automatic berths to the Rio
Games.

“This is really about taking advantage of
the qualification opportunities for some of
the sports,” U.S. chef de mission Alan Ashley
said at the United States Olympic
Committee (USOC) opening Pan Am Games
news conference.

“It’s also about making sure that the
experience for athletes that are brand new
to the multi-sports game environment
have a really good experience and a good
opportunity to see what it’s like.”

US athletes will be seeking Olympic

qualification in field hockey, equestrian,
canoe/kayak, diving, pentathlon, shooting,
synchronized swimming, table tennis,
triathlon and water polo by winning gold.
A team of 623 American athletes featuring
111 Olympians will compete and, accord-
ing to Ashley, their toughest challenge will
come from Brazil and hosts Canada.

The United States were runaway leaders
atop the 2011 Pan Am medals table in
Guadalajara, Mexico, where they captured
92 gold medals, comfortably ahead of sec-
ond-placed Cuba (58).

But maintaining their perch was never
part of the discussion, according to Ashley.
“We didn’t really jump into the middle say-
ing we’re going to be the number one
nation and that sort of thing. That’s not
really where we’re coming from on this,”
said Ashley. “What we’re really trying to
look at is going sport by sport, experi-
ence by experience and making sure we
do everything we can for the athletes
to  re a l l y  s u cce e d  o n  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l
basis.” — Reuters

Cuba and US renew 
baseball rivalry

US focused more 
on Rio berths


