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LONDON: Novak Djokovic was once in danger of
becoming tennis’s great unfulfilled talent, the smil-
ing Serb with a racquet in one hand and a sick note
in the other.

A decade on, he is the super-fit king of the
sport, a nine-time Grand Slam champion with the
promise of more to come. Now, where once the
sport lauded the Big Four, Djokovic appears to be
the last man standing as his rivals falter.

Djokovic swept to a third Wimbledon title on
Sunday with victory over Roger Federer meaning
eight of his nine majors have come since the start
of 2011. By contrast, Federer, the record 17-time
major winner, has not won a Slam since
Wimbledon three years ago. World number three
Andy Murray won the last of his two Grand Slam
titles at the All England Club in 2013.

And Rafael Nadal, the 14-time major champion,
is trapped in a vicious spiral of decline which has
sent him spinning to his lowest ranking in a decade
and close to slipping out of the world top 10. By
contrast, Djokovic has this year picked up a fifth
Australian Open, a third Wimbledon and four
Masters. His match record is a remarkable 48 wins
against just three defeats.

He is also the model of consistency, making the
semi-finals in 19 of his last 20 Grand Slams. “Novak
can go to sleep tonight saying, ‘I’ve had more
grand slams than (Jimmy) Connors, (John)

McEnroe, (Andre) Agassi, (Boris) Becker, (Stefan)
Edberg, (Mats) Wilander’... the list just goes on and
on,” former world number one Andy Roddick told
the BBC. “He’s marching through history. I’m not
sure where this ends for Novak.” Sunday’s win lev-
elled his career match-up with Federer at 20-20
and he has now won five of their last seven meet-
ings at the Grand Slams.

Federer will be 34 in August and the longer
Sunday’s final went on, the further off the pace he
fell. Djokovic is 19-8 to the good against fellow 28-
year-old Murray, winning their last eight meetings.
Despite trailing Rafael Nadal 23-21, Djokovic has
won six of their last seven.

Of course, the French Open continues to elude
him, defeated in the final in three of the last four
years including in June against an inspired Stan
Wawrinka.

That was one of eight Grand Slam finals he has
lost. “There were some finals I should have won but
then again, having said that, everything happens
for a reason,” said Djokovic.

“I try to learn from every experience, especially
the ones that don’t end up victorious for me. I’m
going to keep going. “I’m 28. I feel good. I don’t feel
old. I have hopefully many more years in front of
me. I’m going to try to push my own limits and see
how far I can go really with titles and with myself
playing on this high level.” It hasn’t always been

plain sailing. At one stage in his early days,
Djokovic seemed too frail in temperament  and
physique to be considered a major leaguer, failings
emphasised by occasional spats over alleged
gamesmanship.At the 2005 and 2006 French
Opens, the teenage Djokovic retired injured. He
also pulled out of a match with Nadal at
Wimbledon in 2007 and again at the Australian
Open in 2009 against Roddick.

Djokovic hasn’t been afraid to think outside the
box in an effort to boost his career. After going
three years between his first major at the 2008
Australian Open and his second, back in
Melbourne in 2011, he overhauled his daily regime.

Swearing by a gluten-free diet, Djokovic won
three of the four Slams in 2011, putting together a
41-match win streak which was ended by Federer
in the French Open semi-finals.

In December 2013, he drafted in six-time Grand
Slam champion Boris Becker to work alongside
long-time coach Marian Vajda who has been with
him since 2006. Despite his success, Djokovic often
struggles to attract the hero worship which the
evergreen Federer and the modest Nadal enjoy. On
the eve of Sunday’s Wimbledon final, a BBC TV poll
found 75 percent of people were desperate for
Federer to win. “I have to accept it. I have to work
and earn the majority of the support.  Maybe one
day,” said Djokovic. — AFP
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LONDON: Novak Djokovic of Serbia celebrates winning the men’s singles final against Roger Federer of Switzerland on Sunday July 12, 2015. — AP

MELBOURNE: Tennis Australia has apolo-
gised for a ‘clerical error’ in a media release
that said estranged local player Bernard
Tomic was playing in a ‘Hall of Shame’ event
against compatriot John-Patrick Smith. The
media release said Tomic, who was
dumped from Australia’s Davis Cup team
after a rant against officials, was playing
Smith in the ‘Hall of Shame Tennis
Championships’, causing a stir on social
media networks.

“Tennis Australia sincerely apologises for
the typo in the daily results service today,”
the governing body said in a statement.

“This has now been corrected and we
wish both Bernard Tomic and JP Smith all
the best in the Hall of Fame Championships
in Newport,” TA said in a statement.

“This unfortunate error has been widely
circulated on social media and there is
some discussion as to how such a mistake
could occur. “We have a very upset staff
member who made a simple clerical error.
“There was no malicious intent.”

TA’s relationship with Australia’s top-
ranked player Tomic has long been frosty
but it reached a new low at Wimbledon
where the world number 26 accused offi-
cials of lacking respect for him and failing
to support him and his sister Sara, who
plays mostly lower-tier ITF events.

Tomic also teed off at two-time grand
slam champion Pat Rafter, a former Davis
Cup captain and now TA’s high perform-
ance director, describing him as a “good
actor” and a TA stooge.

Tomic’s father John said the family was
considering legal actions and claimed his

son had been threatened by TA. “Bernard
has already been punished by his non-
selection for the upcoming Davis Cup tie,”
Tomic senior told Fairfax Media in a state-
ment, which was published by the Sydney
Morning Herald. “Bernard accepted his
sanction in a professional manner and was
willing to move on. It seems TA have com-
menced living up to their threat.

“How typically childish and arrogant of
TA to permit publication of such material
and then expect to get away with it. We
have no alternative but to refer the matter
to our legal people for advice.”

Australia are due to play a Davis Cup
quarter-final against Kazakhstan this week
but the leadup has been plagued by in-
fighting and further controversy surround-
ing hot-headed talent Nick Kyrgios.

World number 29 Kyrgios bowed out of
Wimbledon in a hail of criticism for his on-
court histrionics, with accusations of poor
sportsmanship throughout the tournament
and ‘tanking’, or not trying, during his
fourth-round match against Frenchman
Richard Gasquet.

Rafter added fuel to the fire over the
weekend by telling a local newspaper that
TA was focusing on developing players the
country could be ‘proud of ’. He also sug-
gested the rift between TA and Tomic might
never heal. The 20-year-old Kyrgios, who
has defended Tomic and is expected to play
Davis Cup this weekend, returned serve on
Twitter. “Another negative comment out of
Rafters mouth. Does this guy ever stop
#everyoneisaworkinprogress,” he tweeted in
a post that was later deleted. — Reuters
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MILWAUKEE: Sebastien Bourdais pulled
away following a late caution to win Sunday
at the Milwaukee Mile, his second IndyCar
victory of the season.

Bourdais was dominating before the cau-
tion flag came out on Lap 222 after Justin
Wilson’s car stalled. He held on when racing
resumed for an 18-lap sprint to the finish,
turning aside a brief challenge from second-
place Helio Castroneves to win by 2.2 sec-
onds. It was Bourdais’ 34th career victory, and
first at an oval since winning at Milwaukee in
2006. Castroneves had a remarkable run after
starting last in the 24-car field. Graham Rahal
was third. Bourdais won what overall was a
relatively clean race - but far less stressful for
drivers than the frantic, five-wide scrums two
weeks ago at the superspeedway in Fontana.
There were just three cautions on Sunday. The
victory allowed Bourdais to move up one
spot to sixth on the driver standings. Points
leader Juan Pablo Montoya finished fourth
but added to his lead over second place on
the season leaderboard. He has a 54-point
cushion after Sunday’s race. Bourdais led a
race-high 118 laps. The KVSH Racing driver
had such a big cushion late that he kept the
lead even after pitting on Lap 213.

The yellow flag nine laps later gave others

brief hope - before Bourdais pulled away
again. He just created more space from
Castroneves down the stretch.

Montoya’s teammate at Penske, Will
Power, got knocked out in lap 131 after
appearing to get clipped around Turn 4 by
Ryan Briscoe’s spinning car.  Briscoe, who
started second, said traffic around the third
turn took away his air.

Second behind Montoya entering Sunday,
the wreck left Power finishing in 22nd place
and dropped him to fifth in the driver stand-
ings going into next week’s race at Iowa.

It ’s going to be more difficult for the
defending series champion to repeat with
four races left in the season. Scott Dixon
moved up to second place. Rahal had another
nice week at an oval after winning at Fontana
and moved into a tie for third with
Castroneves, another Penske driver.

The powerhouse Penske team lost Power
in the middle of the race, but had nice late
showings from Montoya, who started eighth,
and Castroneves. The veteran began at the
back of the pack after being penalized for
arriving at pit lane late for check-in before his
qualifying run earlier Sunday. Chevys held the
top two spots and six of the top seven, with
Rahal’s Honda being the exception. —AP

NORTH LIBERTY: Iowa freshman Ahmad Wagner
has the athletic ability and size to compete at a
place of need after Aaron White’s graduation.

But Wagner’s earliest impact for Iowa’s basket-
ball team likely won’t come as a primary scorer. The
good part for the Hawkeyes is that Wagner, a 6-foot-
7, 215-pound forward, is mature enough to realize
that. “Wherever coach (Fran McCaffery) needs me to
play,” Wagner said Sunday after scoring seven points
in the PTL. “In his system, the small forward and
power forward are interchangeable. Whatever he
needs me to play, I’m willing to do. It’s easy right
now, a defender basically, a lockdown one. Just be
able to go on offense and create for other people
and create for myself.”

Wagner’s role won’t be determined for several
months, but there’s no question his versatility
makes him an attractive player for Iowa in the
future. Wagner was a second-team all-state basket-
ball player for Wayne (H.S.) in Huber Heights, Ohio
this year. He scored eight points in the Ohio
Division 1 title game to lift Huber Heights to the
state championship. In football, Wagner was named
first-team all-state as a wide receiver and pushed his
squad to second place. In track, Wagner anchored
the 4x100 relay squad to a fourth-place finish. In
those two sports, Wagner admits he was a novice,
but he showed enough attention to garner interest
from many Division I college programs.

“I thought I wouldn’t be that much of a help in

football, so that’s what I told the team actually,”
Wagner said. “They told me just come out and have
some fun and that’s what I did. I ended up being
pretty good I guess. I’m pretty excited.

“A lot of teams were coming in and telling me if I
wanted to play football, say the word and they’d
offer me a scholarship. I told them that I was pretty
dedicated to Iowa.” That includes Big Ten and NCAA
football champion Ohio State. “They talked to me a
lot, they came to my games,” Wagner said. “When it
came down to an offer ... they said, ‘Listen, we know
you’re committed to Iowa. We’re not going to offer
you any scholarships while you’re committed. But if
you want to play football here, we’ll offer you a
scholarship. I just told them that I’m committed to

Iowa and I want to play here. It wasn’t really that
tough.” Wagner loves basketball and he’s pushing
himself in workouts to show he’s committed. He
learned that from Wayne High School Coach Travis
Trice Sr., whom Wagner called “a great man and he’s
one of my role models.” Wagner also considers his
coach’s son, former Michigan State guard Travis
Trice Jr., as a mentor. Their families are close and
Wagner watched Trice Jr.’s blistering 25-point per-
formance at Iowa in January with great interest.
After the game, Trice Jr., raved about Wagner and
the impact he’ll have at Iowa. “That’s my guy,” Trice
Jr. said of Wagner. “They’re expecting a guy who’s
going to give his heart and soul. He’s one of those
guys who’s extremely loyal. If you tell him to go

through the wall, he’ll do it for you.
“Extremely hardworking and humble kid. He’ll fit

in perfect here, especially with the bigs and kind of
the wings that (the Hawkeyes) got and the thing is,
he’s always improving. Now he’s starting to work on
his handle, his jump shot and all those things. I can’t
wait to watch him next year. They should be excited
about him.”Improvement is essential for any college
athlete, and that’s what Wagner is focused on dur-
ing summer drills. He knows he has a long way to
go before he becomes a finished product. “I’ve got
to get a better understanding of the game, really,”
he said, “knowing how to move without the ball,
play more on the perimeter, guard more positions
and everything. Be a smarter player.” — AP

Iowa’s Wagner looks to make early impact

SYDNEY: There will be no definitive answer as to
where the balance of power in international rugby
lies until Oct. 31 at Twickenham but the truncated
Rugby Championship, which kicks off on Friday,
should provide a few clues.

New Zealand, South Africa and Australia, who
have won six of the seven previous World Cups
between them, will again battle it out with 2007
semi-finalists Argentina but each will face the oth-
ers only once as opposed to the usual two encoun-
ters. The slimmed down competition is designed to
avoid too many hard-hitting encounters depleting
the southern hemisphere challenge at the World
Cup in September and October, although another
round of non-championship matches will follow.

The All Blacks kick off against Argentina in
Christchurch on Friday and Steve Hansen will be
hoping they blew off all their early season rust in
the 25-16 win over Samoa last week, when they
needed Dan Carter’s kicking to save their blushes.

Hansen has carefully managed his squad to
extend the careers of older campaigners like Carter
and captain Richie McCaw as well as bring through
the best of the young talent and develop depth in
all positions. It was a gamble of sorts, however,
because even the greatest players who have ever
played the game, and Carter and McCaw would
certainly be on that list, must run out of gas even-
tually.

As they begin their quest for a fourth straight
title, the world champions can expect the usual
physical challenge from Daniel Hourcade’s
Argentina, who got their first win in their third
campaign last season. That victory came over
Australia in Mendoza and it will be their second
match against the Wallabies at the same venue this
year which offers the Pumas their best chance of a
second win, even if they ran the Springboks close
again last year.

Australia, now reduced to number six in the
world, will at least not have to start their campaign
with back-to-back tests against New Zealand, as

they have in the last three years.
Saturday’s clash with the Springboks in Brisbane

offers them more hope of an opening victory,
something they have not enjoyed since they won
the truncated final Tri-Nations championship
ahead of the 2011 World Cup.

A tweak to the eligibility rules means new coach
Michael Cheika has experienced back Matt Giteau
back in the fold but it may be to the halfback com-
bination behind that 2011 triumph, Quade Cooper
and Will Genia, that he turns to initially.

South Africa coach Heyneke Meyer must be
checking the mirrors in his house for unnoticed
cracks after once again being forced to deal with a
lengthy list of players unavailable to him through

injury. Number eight Duane Vermeulen, lock Pieter-
Steph du Toit, centre Frans Steyn and scrumhalf
Fourie du Preez are just some of the players in the
treatment room.

The Springboks are hoping neck surgery will
still allow the influential Vermeulen to play a part in
the World Cup and Meyer, like the other coaches, is
sure to use the Rugby Championship to give most
of the players in his squad a run-out. That means
the end result might not be the ultimate indicator
of World Cup form — 2011 Rugby Championship
winners Australia were clearly second best to the
All Blacks in the World Cup semi-finals just weeks
later-but you can be sure northern hemisphere
coaches will be watching every second. — Reuters
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MILWAUKEE: Sebastien Bourdais celebrates in the winner’s circle after the IndyCar
Series race at the Milwaukee Mile in West Allis. — AP


