
By Guillermo Barros, Yemeli Ortega

Mexican President Enrique Pena
Nieto’s battle against drug cartels
took a massive hit with drug lord

Joaquin “El Chapo” Guzman’s escape, strip-
ping him of his security strategy’s biggest
trophy. Pena Nieto’s nearly three years in
office have been marked by a remarkable
number of arrests of the country’s most
notorious drug kingpins.

The captures of Sinaloa car tel  boss
Guzman and the chiefs of the Zetas, Knights
Templar and Gulf criminal groups earned
praise from the United States. But Guzman’s
second prison break in 14 years has under-
mined these achievements, while reviving
accusations of corruption and impunity that
have shadowed the government’s efforts. US
prosecutors had wanted to extradite
Guzman but Mexico’s government insisted
on putting him on trial first.

“In the best case, this escape is embarrass-
ing,” said Alejandro Hope, a former Mexican
intelligence agency official. “It dents the
image of effectiveness that (the government)
had projected and it forces a rethink of that
narrative that we are doing well in terms of
security,” said Hope, editor of the security
analysis website ElDailyPost.com.

President ‘deeply troubled’ 
Following Guzman’s arrest in February

2014, Pena Nieto himself had acknowledged
in an inter view with the US channel
Univision that it would be “truly unforgiv-
able” i f  he escaped from prison again.
Speaking during a visit to Paris on Sunday, a
“deeply troubled” Pena Nieto demanded an
investigation on whether guards helped the
inmate flee through a secretly built tunnel
under his cell.

Prosecutors interrogated some 30 offi-
cials from the Altiplano prison in central
Mexico State.

Guzman and his Sinaloa cartel have given
headaches to the last three Mexican presi-
dents. It was during president Vicente Fox’s
2000-2006 tenure that Guzman escaped by
hiding a laundry cart in a maximum-security
prison in western Jalisco state in 2001. His
successor,  fel low conser vative Felipe
Calderon, is notorious for launching the mili-
tarized battle against cartels in 2006, which
led to an escalation of the drug war that has

killed tens of thousands of people.
Then Pena Nieto came along in December

2012, and less than two years into his presi-
dency, his security forces caught the biggest
fish of them all. With Guzman’s capture, Pena
Nieto signaled that his administration would
go after the top leaders of the country’s crimi-
nal groups.

Guzman was sent to what was until now
considered the country’s most impenetrable
penitentiaries, the Altiplano prison some 90
kilometers (55 miles) west of the capital.

The attorney general at the time, Jesus
Murillo Karam, said Mexico would prosecute
Guzman first before authorities could consid-
er a US extradition bid. “This leads to a big
problem with the US government because
they asked (for an extradition) and the

Mexican government did not deliver him,”
said Raul Benitez Manaut, security expert at
the National Autonomous University of
Mexico.

Instead of putting Guzman on trial,
Mexican authorities were yet again scram-
bling to find the country’s most powerful
drug lord after he fled through a 1.5-kilome-
ter tunnel under his cell’s shower. “There cer-
tainly was corruption inside and outside the
prison,” said Benitez Manaut.

Trump card 
The escape is another piece of bad news

for a president whose fortunes began to take
a turn for the worse in the middle of last year.
Once praised internationally for his sweeping
reforms in the energy sector, the tax system

and education, Pena Nieto’s popularity nose-
dived after local police in the southern city of
Iguala seized 43 college students and deliv-
ered them to a drug gang that allegedly
slaughtered them all.

Security analyst Javier Oliva predicted that
the Guzman scandal could become a US pres-
idential election topic given the anti-Mexican
stance taken by billionaire tycoon Donald
Trump. “What will Donald Trump say? This will
be fuel for his conservative candidacy,” Oliva
said, referring to Trump’s remarks last month
that Mexican migrants were bringing crime
north of the border. Trump obliged hours lat-
er, writing on Twitter: “Mexico’s biggest drug
lord escapes from jail. Unbelievable corrup-
tion and USA is paying the price. I told you
so!” —AFP
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Burundi’s President Pierre Nkurunziza may find an election
victory he is assured of this month swiftly overshadowed by
the emergence of an armed insurgency in a nation at the

heart of one of Africa’s most combustible regions. After weeks of
protests against the president’s bid for a third term, a general
involved in a failed coup says he is mobilizing troops, grenade
attacks echo round the capital and armed clashes have erupted in
the north of a nation still scarred by civil war.

“We are heading for trouble,” said one senior Western diplomat,
warning of a “slide back into a low-level conflict” after ethnically
charged fighting ended just a decade ago.

Opponents say another five-year term is unconstitutional and
are boycotting the July 21 vote, thereby assuring Nkurunziza of
victory. Western donors and African neighbors have urged him to
step aside. Yet the rebel-turned-president has shrugged off the
pressure, citing a court ruling saying he can run again. “Political
intervention to influence Nkurunziza to end his campaign for a
third term failed,” General Leonard Ngendakumana, a leader in the
abortive May 13 putsch, told Reuters. “The only way to reach this
objective is to use force.” In response, presidential spokesman
Gervais Abayeho said any threat “will meet the full force our
defence and security forces.”

A flare-up in Burundi risks repercussions well beyond the bor-
ders of this tiny nation of 10 million people and will create fresh
instability in a region with a history of ethnic conflict.

More than 145,000 Burundians - almost 1.5 percent of the pop-
ulation - have already fled across borders. The crisis could drag in
regional players, like Rwanda, a victim of a 1994 genocide that has
vowed not to let it happen again in the area. The crisis is escalating.
Grenade blasts in Bujumbura have become frequent. General
Ngendakumana said his loyalists were behind assaults that target-
ed police, who opponents blamed for shooting and killing demon-
strators. In the north of Burundi, regional officials said the army last
week fought gunmen, who Ngendakumana said were loyal to the
coup leaders. A provincial governor said the group had crossed
from Rwanda, a charge Kigali denied.

‘ONLY OPTION’
“There is a clear move towards violent resistance,” Thierry

Vircoulon, an expert at International Crisis Group, said. “The opposi-
tion considers now that armed resistance is the only option left.”
Burundi had been making a slow recovery from civil war that had
pitted rebel groups from the Hutu majority against the army at the
time commanded by minority Tutsis. The 12-year conflict, which
erupted in 1993, killed about 300,000 people. Such a huge toll in a
small country might have made bigger headlines had it not been
for a more brutal killing spree in 1994 in next door Rwanda that left
800,000 mostly Tutsis as well moderate Hutus dead. Rwanda has
the same ethnic mix as Burundi. “You can forget development,” said
the Western diplomat said of Burundi’s crisis. “There will be lots of
refugees and potentially the ethnic card could be taken up again.”

Till now, ethnic polarization has been avoided. Protesters have
come from both sides of the divide. The coup leader, General
Godefroid Niyombare, is a Hutu, while Nkurunziza, of mix parent-
age, led a Hutu rebel force in the war. But General Ngendakumana,
another Hutu who fought under Nkurunziza and later became a
top intelligence officer before he was fired in February, accused
the president of stoking ethnic divisions. In particular, he said the
ruling party’s youth wing Imbonerakure, widely seen as a Hutu
force, had been armed. “This situation can lead to a genocide,” he
said in an interview. The ruling CNDD-FDD party denies this, accus-
ing opponents of provoking violence because they cannot win at
the ballot box. 

LACKING LEVERAGE
Yet reports of threats by Imbonerakure, often cited by those

fleeing Burundi, have alarmed Western powers. One diplomat has
called it the “scariest” element of the crisis. Chastened by their fail-
ure to halt the Rwandan genocide, the United States and European
Union have threatened sanctions on individuals behind Burundi’s
violence and have cut some aid to a nation that depends on donors
to fund about half its budget. Yet diplomats say they are struggling
to find pressure points to change the government’s course. “It is
incredible, this leverage doesn’t seem to work, at least on the real
people involved,” said one senior diplomat. African nations have
also failed to haul the nation back from the brink, even though the
African Union, often accused by critics of taking a timid line, bluntly
refused to send monitors to the parliamentary poll in June, saying
the vote would not be fair. A group of east African neighbors and
South Africa have demanded the presidential election be delayed
to July 30 to allow for mediation, and said Imbonerakure and any
other groups must be disarmed by military observers. The govern-
ment pushed back the vote, but only to July 21, saying the constitu-
tion would not allow a further delay, while the observers have yet
to be deployed. “The region was not able to do conflict prevention
and will have to do crisis management,” said Crisis Group’s
Vircoulon.  “Managing the crisis will be more costly.”  —Reuters
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Kingpin’s escape a blow to Mexico’s drug war

MEXICO CITY: A Federal Police officer stands guard outside the house at the end of the tunnel through which Mexican
drug lord Joaquin “El Chapo” Guzman could have escaped from the Altiplano prison, in Almoloya de Juarez, Mexico, on
Sunday. —AFP

By Edmund Blair

By Ella Ide and Joe Sinclair

Greeks were bracing yesterday for the effects of
the tough terms of an agreement that secured
the country’s third bailout in five years, with

many rejecting them while others said they were nec-
essary to stay in the euro. Haralambos Rouliskos, a 60-
year-old economist who was out walking in Athens,
described the deal as “misery, humiliation and slavery”.
Katerina Katsaba, a 52-year-old working for a pharma-
ceutical company, said: “I am not in favor of this deal. I
know they (the euro-zone creditors) are trying to black-
mail us.”

But, Katsaba added: “I trust our prime minister-the
decisions he will take will be for the best interests of all
of us.” The outline deal thrashed out between the 19
euro-zone nations in strained overnight talks calls for
Greece to push through a range of reforms to secure a
bailout worth up to 86 billion euros ($96 billion).
Without it, the country’s economy will collapse.

Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras will have to rush key
measures on tax hikes, pension reforms, and a debt
repayment fund through parliament.

Life will be ‘very hard’ 
Many ordinary Greeks were skeptical that the deal

would bring about any improvement to their lives. “It

would be better not to have a deal than the way it was
done because it will certainly be worse for the years to
follow,” said Lefteris Paboulidis, who owns a dating
service business. 

“I would have preferred something else to happen,
such as Grexit, where we would have starved in the
beginning but dealt with it ourselves,” the 35-year-old
said.  Ilias, a 26-year-old civil servant, agreed. “The
important thing is for the country to be better off-not
so much if we stay in Europe or not, that is the last
thing to think of,” he said. “If we stay in Europe and the
country goes from bad to worse, I can’t see anything
positive about that.”

Among the measures demanded that would
directly affect citizens are lifting a ban on Sunday trad-
ing for shops, opening up ownership of pharmacies
and opening up closed professions such as ferry trans-
port. “I think the terms agreed for the bailout are going
to make life very hard for all of us. But I agree with the
idea of Sunday openings, it’s a measure that will allow
those who work all week to have more time to buy our
products, which can only help the economy,” said
Melina Petropoulou, 41, the manager of a women’s
clothes shop.

Gianna Georgakopoulou, a 43-year-old office man-
ager in a jewellery store, broadly welcomed the bailout
deal, but said: “We may have no choice but to open

every Sunday, but that’s not going to mean we’ll be
happy about it. Everyone thinks we Greeks are lazy but
we work hard. With Sunday gone, when are we sup-
posed to rest?”

Hashtag hostility 
Others inside the country, and in other EU member

states, took to Twitter to express anger at the deal and
perceived bullying of Greece by Germany. A hashtag,
#ThisIsACoup, was trending widely in Greece, France,
Germany and Britain as they claimed that Greece was
effectively being stripped of fiscal sovereignty.
“Germany is destroying Europe once again,” tweeted
@KostasKainakis, whose profile says he is a marketing
lecturer in Athens.

“The Germans could not do it with tanks so now
they try it with banks Trying to STEAL Greek assets
BrITS MUST vote to get out,” opined a tweet from
Britain by @AllanSkerratt, who said he was a non-parti-
san retired soldier and ex-teacher. Prominent commen-
tators such as Paul Krugman, the Nobel-winning econ-
omist who writes for the New York Times, helped pro-
pel the term into the mainstream. Krugman wrote: “The
trending hashtag #ThisIsACoup is exactly right. This
goes beyond harsh into pure vindictiveness, complete
destruction of national sovereignty, and no hope of
relief.”  —AFP

Greeks see ‘humiliation’ in harsh bailout terms


