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Even the child’s right to exist is made clear in the holy
Quran:  “Do not kill your children because of poverty” (6:151) or
“in dread of poverty” (17:31).

The new arrival is born pure and sinless, in a natural state
that is “hardwired to believe.” Upon birth, his father or some-
one else attending his birth whispers his faith in his ear: “There
is no god except One God, and Muhammad is His messenger.”
His birth is festive occasion marked with charity from his family
and a communal meal sponsored by his father.  Care of the
infant continues through the care of the mother, who is guar-
anteed full maintenance throughout her marriage, and espe-
cially in the period of breastfeeding, which extends up to two
years.  During this stage, parents should agree on major deci-
sions regarding their children, such as weaning and day care
options.

The first years of a Muslim’s life are characterized by affec-
tion.  Muhammad (p) said that “He does not belong to us who
does not show mercy to our children...” (Tirmidi 1279).
Education is also important, since Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)
said that seeking knowledge is an obligation of every Muslim
(Tirmidi 74).  In addition to general education, the child’s spirit
is trained through prayer, which he gradually learns and per-
forms until it is a well-ingrained habit. His body is trained
through a gradual implementation of the fast of Ramadan,
which develops self-discipline, willpower over temptation, and
physical fortitude. His mind is trained through memorizing the
holy Quran, which not only gives him the foundations of faith
and language, but also primes his mind for knowledge recall
and retention. By the age of ten years, the child is prepared for
adulthood - he is instructed to perform the five daily prayers
regularly, he is separated from siblings to sleep and he is
expected to respect the privacy of family members by asking
permission before entering a closed room.

At puberty, the Muslim is considered an adult and bears
moral responsibility for his deeds. At this time, he is responsi-
ble for maintaining the prayer, fasting in Ramadan, being
modest in his or her clothing, and increasing personal
hygiene.

Soon he will be ready for marriage, which the holy Quran
encourages:  “[They should] marry...God will enrich them of
his bounty. Those who can’t find the means to marry should
be abstinent until God enriches them...” (24:33)  The holy

Quran describes husbands and wives: “they are your gar-
ments and you are their garments” (2:187).  Spouses are like
garments to each other because they provide one another
with protection, comfort, cover, support, and beautification.

The holy Quran mentions the age of 40 as an age of matu-
rity: “... when he attains full maturity and reaches forty years
of age...” (46:15)  By this time, he would have experienced
many challenges of life, which help to develop his character.
The holy Quran says, “You will surely be tested in your pos-
sessions and yourselves.” (3:186)  The Muslim strives to follow
the Quran’s guidance and Prophet Muhammad’s (PBUH)
example, knowing that  “Whoever does good work, whether
male or female, while he is a believer, We will surely cause
him to live a good life...” (16:97)  “And whoever turns away
from My remembrance - indeed, he will have a difficult life...”
(20:124).

When a person reaches old age, he has a special status in
the community.  The Prophet (Peace Be Upon Him) said, “He
does not belong to us who does not show mercy to our chil-
dren and respect to our elderly” (Tirmidi 1279).  The Quran is
particular about the care of parents:  “We have  enjoined
everyone to look after his parents...” (31:14)  “We have
instructed man to be kind to his parents...” (46:15)  “... when
they attain old age...never say to them ‘uff’ nor scold either of
them. Speak to them gently.  Serve them with tenderness
and humility...” (17:23-25)

Old age is the harbinger of death.  While on his deathbed,
the Muslim’s family members help him to repeat his testimo-
ny of faith: “There is no god except One God, and
Muhammad is His messenger.”  Burial is usually the same day
after washing the body, wrapping it in cloth and saying the
funeral prayer.  After debts are settled, wealth is automatical-
ly divided among surviving family members according to
Quranic law. However, up to one third of one’s wealth can be
bequeathed to those not automatically covered in the inheri-
tance laws. Even though his earthly life has ended, a new life
is just beginning.  The holy Quran says that “On (Judgment)
Day, all people shall come from their graves in diverse multi-
tudes to be shown their deeds.  So whoever has done an
atom’s weight of good shall see it, and whoever has done an
atom’s weight of evil shall see it” (99:6-8).  Everyone hopes for
an easy reckoning, forgiveness, and the best reward.
Ramadan is a good time to review ourselves and start
preparing for that momentous day.

Muslim’s journey through life
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“There should not be an extension in the talks,”
Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif said in
remarks carried by Iran’s official IRNA news agency. He
called for diplomats to continue negotiating as long as
necessary. Grim-faced foreign ministers from the six
countries negotiating with Iran declined to answer
questions about another possible prolongation of dis-
cussions as they gathered for a group meeting at the
19th-century Viennese palace hosting the talks.

One diplomat described the latest delay as unex-
pected, saying negotiators expected to resolve the
remaining disputes by late Sunday.

A deal would place long-term limits on Iran’s nuclear
program. The United States also wants to ensure the
UN’s International Atomic Energy Agency has wide-
ranging authority to investigate nuclear arms allega-
tions after being stalemated for a decade.

IAEA chief Yukiya Amano returned from Tehran and
talks with Iranian leaders early this month saying a new
plan had been drawn up to aid his probe. And diplo-
mats had cited progress within the Vienna negotiations
on the issue. But the debate about how much access
UN experts should be given has publicly continued,
with top Iranian officials saying military sites and Iranian
nuclear scientists would be off limits to IAEA monitors.

Iran insists it never worked on such weapons. It may
be opposing any mention of concessions on the matter
in the final, public documents describing the overall
nuclear deal. Iran’s deputy foreign minister, Abbas
Aragchi, told reporters in Vienna that the talks are at
their “final breathtaking moments (but) certain issues

still remain.” He said he could not guarantee an agree-
ment would be reached either Monday or today.

In Brussels, French President Francois Hollande said
the sides are near agreement but “a gap” remains.

The foreign ministers of Russia and China, who had
left the talks last week, both returned to the Austrian
capital late Sunday. Most other foreign ministers of the
seven nations at the table also were in Vienna by yester-
day, in place for any announcement.

“The foreign ministers are gathered to bring negotia-
tions to a conclusion,” said Wang Yi, China’s top diplo-
mat. “We believe there could not be further delay.”

After more than two weeks of see-saw develop-
ments, including threats from both the United States
and Iran to walk away, senior officials at the talks began
to express optimism Sunday that a deal was within
reach.

US Secretary of State John Kerry said twice he was
“hopeful” and met again with Zarif on Sunday evening.
Afterward, foreign ministers and senior officials from
the five permanent members of the UN Security Council
and Germany held a group dinner. A deal would culmi-
nate nearly a decade of wearying negotiations. The pact
would impose verifiable limits on nuclear programs so
that Tehran cannot modify them to produce weapons.
Iran, in return, would get tens of billions of dollars in
sanctions relief. 

In the US, the Obama administration is under pres-
sure from skeptical members of Congress and close
American allies who feel the accord isn’t stringent
enough. Yesterday, Israeli Defense Minister Moshe
Yaalon said a nuclear deal would force the Jewish state
to “defend itself, by itself.” — AP

Iran talks hit final stage but deal remains...
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“It’s clearly a statement that appeals to a more prag-
matic, practical paradigm, going away from the tradi-
tional bureaucratic approach to problem-solving, espe-
cially in sectors relating to services,” said Hossein
Shobokshi, a businessman and newspaper columnist.

Agriculture Minister Abdulrahman Al-Fadhli was
head of Almarai, the Gulf’s biggest dairy producer, while
Health Minister Khalid Al-Falih was chief executive of
state energy company Saudi Aramco. Culture and
Information Minister Adel Al-Turaifi was general manag-
er of the Al-Arabiya news channel and Economy and
Planning Minister Adel Fakieh, also previously labour

minister, had served as chairman of food company
Savola.

Education Minister Azzam Al-Dakhil worked in the
voluntary sector for a development foundation set up
by Deputy Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, and
Social Affairs Minister Majed Al-Qasabi once ran the
Jeddah Chamber of Commerce and Industry.

In addition, Saudi Central Bank Governor Fahad
Al-Mubarak was managing direc tor  of  Morgan
Stanley Saudi Arabia, while Capital Market Authority
chief Mohammed Al-Jadaan headed a large law firm
partnered with Clifford Chance. Both those posts
were always held by career civil servants until late
2012. —  Reuters

King Salman reshuffles Saudi cabinet

BRUSSELS: The euro was supposed to be “irreversible”,
binding the EU ever closer, but the draconian terms
demanded of Greece for a new bailout may have destroyed
that illusion forever, analysts said yesterday.

After marathon talks in Brussels, Germany and other
hardline euro-zone states backed leftist Greek Prime
Minister Alexis Tsipras into a corner-take our offer, they
said, complete with intrusive oversight of the economy
and public finances, or you are on your own.

It was not supposed to be like that. At the height of the
debt crisis in 2012, European Central Bank chief Mario
Draghi said anyone who thought the euro would not sur-
vive, badly underestimated the “political capital our leaders
have invested in this union and European support for it.”
“The euro is irreversible,” Draghi said, coining a phrase
repeated like a mantra, while on Monday European
Commission head Jean-Claude Juncker claimed the accord
meant the ‘Grexit’ threat had disappeared.

But the talks belie that assertion. “In case no agreement
could be reached, Greece should be offered swift negotia-
tions on a time-out from the euro area,” an earlier draft of
the accord read earlier, incorporating a German proposal.

The provision did not make it into the final statement
but the damage has been done, analysts said.

Euro-zone now has ‘axe’ 
“The axe is well and truly there,” said Christopher

Dembik, an analyst with Saxo Bank. If the latest plan does
not work-and it faces huge obstacles-then the pressure will
increase to kick Greece out of the 19-nation euro-zone.
“There will be no other choice and we will have put in
place a punitive mechanism (for the euro). That is the real
political aim” for many countries, notably Germany,
Dembik said. Erik Nielsen, chief economist at UniCredit,
said the outcome marked a decisive turning point for the
euro-zone and Germany’s role in it as the bloc’s most pow-
erful economy and paymaster.

“Germany has crossed the Rubicon for the first time and
said that if a government cannot be trusted, it will need to
leave the euro-zone,” Nielsen said. Analysts said that

prospect has much wider repercussions because if one
country can leave, why not another? 

“This must now crystallise the risk of a country leaving
the euro if they do not adhere to the rules of the monetary
union,” said Azad Zangana, senior European economist at
Schroders.

“Investors will take note and demand adequate com-
pensation from riskier member states,” Zangana said, refer-
ring to the possibility that weaker euro-zone states such as
Portugal or Italy could run into trouble on the markets
when they try to raise funds. The market response so far to
the latest Greek crisis has been very modest but all eyes are
on the euro and the borrowing costs for its member states.

Greece pawn in euro-zone game 
Analysts said the Greek stand-off also highlighted

another worrying development-a clear split between hard-
line Germany and a France which took a much more sym-
pathetic line towards Athens and insisted from the start
that everything should be done to keep Greece in the sin-
gle currency.

“Greece was a pawn in the game between France and
Germany over the future direction of the euro-zone,” said
Pawel Tokarski at the German Institute for International
Relations and Security Affairs (SWP) in Berlin. Nielsen at
UniCredit agreed, describing how with the former euro-
zone “power-couple” were parting company.

“This is now about what type of Europe we’ll have in the
future, and (its) relative powers-and this, ultimately, is a
battle between Germany and France,” he said. The two
have increasingly different views of what the future should
look like, reflecting their different circumstances.  

Germany is Europe’s most powerful economy and its
public finances are in good order, so Chancellor Angela
Merkel champions the same tough austerity and fiscal pru-
dence practiced at home as the only basis for long-term
growth. France in comparison is struggling with weak
growth and badly strained public finances, arguing that it
needs more flexibility to find the money to help boost the
economy. — AFP

Greek debt accord 
dashes euro illusions

SANAA: A Yemeni woman cries over the death of relatives in a reported air-strike by the Saudi-led coalition
on the capital Sanaa yesterday. — AFP


