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SEOUL: North Korea has proposed an
inter-Korean border meeting this week
over the proposed repatriation of its citi-
zens rescued from a drifting fishing
boat, officials in the South said yester-
day.

A South Korean coastguard vessel
picked up five North Koreans on July 4
after their boat was found drifting
across the sea border off the eastern
coast.

Three of them expressed a desire to
live in the South while the two others

wanted to return home.
The North has rejected the South’s

offer to return the two who called for
repatriation through the border truce
village of Panmunjom, insisting all five
should be sent home and warning oth-
erwise of unspecified “stern counter-
measures” last week.

Yesterday, the North suggested an
unspecified number of officials and fam-
ily members would visit Panmunjom
Tuesday to get all five handed over, the
South’s unification ministry said.

The ministry said South Korean offi-
cials would go to Panmunjom for the
repatriation of only two North Koreans.

“A meeting is expected to be held in
Panmunjom tommorrow, but it’s not
clear whether the North will accept the
repatriation of the two,” a ministry offi-
cial told AFP.  

Seoul has also rejected Pyongyang’s
request to reveal the identities of the
three defectors.

South Korea’s policy is to allow stray
North Korean fishermen to decide

whether or not to return to the North.
Seoul repatriated two North Korean

fishermen rescued off the east coast in
February and five others last month
after investigators confirmed their wish
to return home.

The North usually sends home South
Korean fishermen rescued in its waters,
although some have been held there,
apparently against their will.

Most North Koreans who flee repres-
sion and poverty at home cross the
porous frontier with China first before

travelling through a Southeast Asian
nation and eventually arriving in South
Korea.

So far about 28,000 North Koreans
have resettled in the South since the
end of the 1950-53 Korean War.

Panmunjom is the only point for dia-
logue and contact inside the demili-
tarised zone separating the Korean
peninsula. But meetings there have
been rare this year due to high cross-
border tensions which have flared at
regular intervals. —AFP
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WANG KELIAN: This file photo of May 25, 2015, shows Malaysian National
Police Chief Khalid Abu Bakar speaking at press conference in Wang Kelian,
Malaysia. Malaysian police say they are investigating the leak of confidential
documents that allegedly show millions of dollars were funneled to Prime
Minister Najib Razak’s account. —AP

BEIJING: A Tibetan monk who
was one of China’s most promi-
nent political prisoners has died in
jail, a relative said yesterday, and a
rights group said security forces
were deployed after protesters
gathered near a government
office in his home region. The
United States, the European
Union and international rights
groups had called for the release
of Tenzin Delek Rinpoche, 65, who
was serving a 20-year sentence on
charges of “crimes of terror and

incitement of separatism”.
He died on Sunday in

Chuandong prison in the south-
western city of Chengdu, his
cousin, Geshe Nyima, told Reuters
by telephone from India. The
Tibetan government-in-exile, the
Central Tibetan Administration,
also confirmed his death.

“The fact that he was not even
allowed medical parole and last
wish of followers to see him
reflects continuing hardline poli-
cies of the Chinese government,”

said Lobsang Sangay, who heads
the India-based administration.

“Such mistreatment will only
generate more resentment
among Tibetans.”

Rights group Free Tibet said
security forces had been
deployed in Tenzin Delek’s home
county in China’s Sichuan
Province, where thousands of
Tibetans had gathered outside a
government office near his
monastery. Reuters could not
independently verify the protest

and security response.
Authorities in the area were not
available for comment.

Cause of death not clear
The cause of Tenzin Delek’s

death was not clear, his cousin
said, but rights groups had said
he was suffering from a heart
condition. Authorities notified his
sisters about his death on
Sunday, the cousin said.
Telephone calls seeking com-
ment from officials in
Chuandong prison went unan-
swered.

Tenzin Delek was sentenced to
death with a two-year reprieve in
2002, according to Students for a
Free Tibet, a rights group that has
campaigned for his release. The
sentence was later commuted to
life imprisonment and reduced to
a term of 20 years.

“He is one of the most respect-
ed leaders,” said Dorjee Tseten,
Asia director of Students for a Free
Tibet. “His death is a shock for all
of us.” Tenzin Delek was also a sup-
porter of the Dalai Lama, Tibet’s
spiritual leader whom China says
is seeking to use violent means to
establish an independent Tibet.

The Dalai Lama, who has been
living in exile in India since 1959
after an abortive uprising against
Chinese rule, says he wants gen-
uine autonomy for Tibet and
denies espousing violence.

On Monday, China’s foreign
ministry said it “firmly opposed”
the participation of US White
House adviser Valerie Jarrett in a
bir thday celebration for the
Dalai Lama in New York on July
10. —Reuters
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DHARMSALA: In this April 7, 2014 file photo, exile Tibetans hold a banner to demand the release
of a Tibetan Buddhist leader Tenzin Delek Rinpoche, who has been in a Chinese prison since
2002, during a protest in Dharmsala, India. Tibetan lama Tenzin Delek Rinpoche has died in
prison 13 years into serving a sentence for what human rights groups say were false charges
that he was involved in a bombing in a public park. —AP

KUALA LUMPUR:  Malaysian police said
yesterday they are investigating the leak of
confidential documents that allegedly show
millions of dollars were funneled to Prime
Minister Najib Razak’s account, an explosive
disclosure that has shaken the ruling coali-
tion in power since 1957 to the core.

National police chief Khalid Abu Bakar
said the leak of the documents, allegedly
from a Malaysian government investigation
into state investment fund 1MDB, could
constitute as “economic sabotage” against
the country and be part of a conspiracy to
topple Najib.

Police “have not eliminated the possibili-
ty of a conspiracy to subvert Malaysia’s
democratic process and topple the prime
minister,” Khalid said in a statement.

Najib has not disputed the existence of
the accounts or the receipt of the funds. He
has only said that he has never used gov-
ernment funds for personal gains, and
called the allegations a political sabotage.
Najib has also rejected repeated calls by the
opposition and civil society groups to go on
leave while the investigation is going on.

Many senior members of his United
Malays National Organization party have
backed him, at least publicly.

Khalid said all members of the taskforce
investigating 1MDB, including central bank

personnel, will be questioned to identify
who leaked the documents and whether
the documents are genuine or have been
doctored.

The country’s attorney general con-
firmed earlier this month that he had
received documents from investigators
that linked Najib and 1MDB.

The existence of the documents, which
allegedly show $700 million was wired
from entities linked to 1MDB into Najib’s
accounts, were first reported by The Wall
Street Journal. The newspaper said five
deposits were made into Najib’s accounts
and that the two largest transactions,
worth $620 million and $61 million
occurred in March 2013 ahead of a general
election.

The documents sent to the attorney
general pave the way for possible criminal
charges, and have embroiled Najib in the
biggest crisis of his political career.

If charged, Najib would be the first
Malaysian prime minister to face a criminal
prosecution.His ruling National Front coali-
tion has been in power since independ-
ence from Britain in 1957. However, sup-
port for the coalition has eroded in the last
two general elections. In 2013, it won the
polls but lost the popular vote for the first
time. —AP
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MANILA:  Torrential monsoon rains
k i l led at  least  eight people in the
Philippines, the country’s disaster relief
agency said yesterday, and the toll was
expected to rise as two tropical storms
battered nor thern Luzon, the main
island in the archipelago.

Th e  d e l u g e  ove r  t h e  p a s t  we e k
forced the c losure  of  government
offices and schools in  Manila,  and
c a u s e d  w i d e s p r e a d  f l o o d i n g  o n
major roads and landslides outside
the capital.

About 40,000 people across Luzon
were affected by the monsoon rain and
nearly 4,000 were in temporary shelters
due to floods and landslides.

Four fishermen were missing after
strong winds and giant waves
destroyed their fishing boats and six
smaller boats in Bolinao town on the
north coast.

“Nine other fishermen were rescued
by a passing ship,” Alexander Pama,
executive director of  the National
Disaster  R isk Reduction and

Management Council said.
Pama said six people drowned and

two were crushed to death as flash
floods swept them in swollen river, and
rampaging waters caused walls to col-
lapse.

A South Korean diver died and two
others were hospitalised after they
were swept by strong currents off
Mactan Island in the central Philippines
and were found hundreds of miles away
near Camotes Island.

He said the agriculture ministry esti-
mated initial losses in rice and corn
crops at  about 4 mil l ion pesos
($90,000).  Assessments on the damage
to infrastructure damage, particularly
on roads and bridges, were still being
made.

An average of  20 typhoons pass
through the Philippines every year. In
2013, Typhoon Haiyan, the biggest-ever
storm to make landfall, hit the central
Philippines, killing more than 6,300
people and leaving 14 million people
homeless.  —Reuters
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PHNOM PENH:  Cambodia’s
National Assembly approved a
controversial draft law yesterday
that critics say gives authorities
sweeping powers to crack down
on civil society groups that chal-
lenge the government.

Riot police set up a barricade
around the lower house of parlia-
ment to hold back hundreds of
protesters there and opposition
party lawmakers boycotted the
vote entirely.

The Law on Associations and
Non-Governmental Organizations
tightly regulates all non-govern-
mental organizations in the coun-

try and grants the government
sweeping powers to clamp down
on civil society activities it deems
to be a threat to national security.

A final draft of the bill has not
been released to the public,
another aspect that has drawn
criticism. 

But according to a copy
obtained from lawmakers, it
states that local and foreign non-
governmental organizations
must register with the govern-
ment, and that all NGOs must be
politically neutral. It also gives the
government unchecked power to
block registrations and dissolve

groups in the name of national
security.

The law is the first of four in
the pipeline that critics say are
designed to further restrict social
freedoms in Cambodia, which has
been ruled since 1985 by Prime
Minister Hun Sen, an autocrat
with little tolerance for dissent.

The opposition Cambodian
National Rescue Party issued a
statement ahead of the session
saying it “deeply regretted” that
the bill did not include its input
or any input from the non-gov-
ernmental groups it aims to
restrict. The opposition’s 55 law-

makers boycotted Monday’s
debate. 

All 68 lawmakers from the rul-
ing Cambodian People’s Party
voted unanimously to adopt the
bill, an expected outcome in the
123-seat lower house, where a
simple majority was enough for
the vote to pass. The bill  still
needs to clear the Senate before
becoming law, a step considered
a formality in Cambodia.

The European Parliament
adopted a resolution last week
calling on the Cambodian gov-
ernment to withdraw the vote,
warning that $700 million in
development aid could hang in
the balance, and Amnesty
International has condemned the
law as repressive.

“ This will  create an atmos-
phere of intimidation and self-
censorship among NGOs who will
realize that the Cambodian gov-
ernment will  be able to shut
them down at any time,” said Phil
Robertson, the deputy Asian
director of Human Rights Watch.

The US ambassador to
Cambodia, William Todd, also crit-
icized the lack of transparency,
urging ruling party lawmakers to
publicly release a copy of the
draft law to allow a full public
debate. In 2014, the US gave
roughly $75 million in aid to
Cambodia.

Other laws in the pipeline are
the Trade Union Law, which
would restrict labor union strikes;
a cybercrime law that could crimi-
nalize online communications
deemed to undermine the gov-
ernment; and a telecommunica-
tions law that would allow the
government to monitor online
communication and mandate
information on its critics from
Internet service providers. —AP
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MANILA: Catholic Bishops’ Conference of the Philippines President Archbishop Socrates
Villegas, center, prays the “Oratio Imperata” or mandatory prayers after meeting reporters in
Manila, Philippines yesterday. Roman Catholic church leaders in the Philippines have called on
predominantly Catholic Filipinos to offer mandatory prayers for the peaceful resolution of the
countryís territorial row with China in the South China Sea. —AP
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BALI: People on motorcycles queue up for boarding a ferry boat for home-
bound at Gilimanuk port, west Bali, Indonesia yesterday. A mass exodus out of
the capital and other major cities in the world’s most populous Muslim country
is underway as millions are heading home to celebrate Eid al-Fitr holiday next
week. The holiday marks the end of the holy fasting month of Ramadan. —AP


