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SINGAPORE: Singapore has launched a
review of electoral constituency bound-
aries, Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong told
parliament yesterday, in an announcement
likely to raise speculation of an early elec-
tion.  The next general election must be
held by January 2017, but there has been
speculation in the media and political blogs
that it could be held as early as late this
year, after celebrations for the 50th anniver-

sary of independence in August.  The
People’s Action Party, founded by Lee’s
father, the late Lee Kuan Yew, has ruled
Singapore since independence but it won
its lowest ever share of the vote in the last
polls in 2011, with many people unhappy
about the cost of living and immigration.

The prime minister said the government
has formed an electoral boundaries review
committee to redraw constituencies and

said the publication of its findings would
not determine the timing of the next elec-
tion.

“The committee will publish its report
and, to the maximum extent possible, we
will make sure that ... enough time elapses
so that everybody can read the report,
understand it, and know where they stand
before the elections are called,” he said.
“But I don’t think it is possible to say that we

promise a certain minimum period, such as
six months, because it depends very much
on the exigencies of the situation, and
depends on when elections become nec-
essary.” Analysts have speculated the gov-
ernment might want to take advantage of
a feel-good factor over the 50th anniver-
sary of independence on Aug. 9 which will
be marked with much fanfare.  The legacy
of Lee Kuan Yew, Singapore’s first prime

minister, who died on March 23, is also
fresh in the minds of voters. Lee oversaw
the city-state’s rapid rise from a British colo-
nial backwater to a global trade and finan-
cial centre and his death triggered a flood
of tributes. In his lifetime, the elder Lee
drew praise for his market-friendly policies,
but also criticism at home and abroad for
his strict controls over the press, public
protest and political opponents. —Reuters

Singapore electoral boundary review could point to early polls

BONDOWOSO: In this photograph taken on July 12, 2015 a farmer inspects conditions of vegetable plantation while in the back-
ground the 3,300-metre (10,800-foot) Mount Raung volcano emits a column of ash and steam as seen from Bondowoso disctrict,
located in eastern Java island. Indonesian authorities at Bali’s international airport yesterday were fighting to clear a backlog after
almost 900 flights were cancelled or delayed in recent days due to a volcanic eruption, causing travel chaos during the peak holi-
day season. —AFP

KHOST: The death toll from a sui-
cide attack at a military base in
eastern Afghanistan rose to 33 yes-
terday,  as casualties from the
Taleban’s insurgency continue to
mount despite nascent peace
talks.

The Sunday evening bombing
came at a military roadblock near
Camp Chapman in Khost province,
where both Afghan and foreign
troops are stationed, shor tly
before iftar, the meal breaking the
Ramadan fast.

Mubarez Zadran, a spokesman
for the provincial governor, and a
senior police official confirmed the
new toll, which included 27 civil-
ians and six Afghan security per-
sonnel-up from 18 reported killed
earlier.

“ Twelve children and three
women are among the dead,” said
Zadran.

There was no immediate claim
of responsibility, but the Taleban-
who last week held their first face-
to-face peace talks with the
Afghan government-have often
targeted Afghan and foreign
troops.

At least 12 civilians were also
killed in twin roadside bomb blasts
over the weekend, officials said,
blaming the attacks on the Taliban.

The insurgents launched a
countrywide offensive in late April,
stepping up attacks on govern-
ment and foreign targets despite
the nascent peace talks in what is
expected to be the bloodiest fight-
ing season in a decade.

The UN mission in the country
has said almost 1,000 civil ians
were killed during the first four
months of this year, a sharp jump
from the same period last year.

In 2009, Camp Chapman was

the target of a spectacular suicide
attack claimed by Al-Qaeda. Seven
CIA American officials were killed
in the deadliest assault on the US
agency since 1983, when eight
officers died in an attack on a mili-
tary base in Beirut.

In 2010, 24 Taleban militants,
some wearing US uniforms, were
killed when they tried to storm

Camp Chapman and another near-
by US base, Camp Salerno.

The base was hit again by a sui-
cide car bomb in 2012 that killed
three Afghans in a blast powerful
enough to rattle windows four
kilometres (two miles) away.

Camp Chapman is located less
than four kilometres from the city
of Khost,  which is  near the

Pakistani border, a volatile region
where the Taleban, but also a mul-
titude of armed Islamist groups,
hold sway.

NATO ended its combat mission
in Afghanistan in December, leav-
ing local  forces to battle the
Taleban alone, but a residual force
remains for training and counter-
terrorism operations. —AFP

Toll from suicide attack 

on Afghan base rises to 33
Twelve children, three women among the dead

KABUL: An Afghan man lies on a bed at a hospital after being injured at a suicide attack at Khost
province eastern of Kabul, Afghanistan, yesterday. A suicide car bombing near a military base in
eastern Afghanistan that once hosted CIA employees killed at least 17 civilians Sunday, local offi-
cials said, the latest insurgent attack after foreign forces ended their combat mission there. —AP

DENPASAR:  Indonesian authorities at Bali’s
international airport were fighting yesterday
to clear a backlog after almost 900 flights
were cancelled or delayed in recent days
due to a volcanic eruption, causing travel
chaos during the peak holiday season.

Mount Raung on Indonesia’s main island
of Java, which has been rumbling for weeks,
sent an ash cloud floating over Bali on
Thursday, forcing the airport to close for two
days.

Thousands of tourists who were visiting
the resort island famed for its palm-fringed
beaches found themselves stuck at Ngurah
Rai airport, near Bali’s capital Denpasar, anx-
iously watching departure boards, sitting
and sleeping on the floor.

The airport closed again on Sunday as
the ash returned but reopened several
hours later after authorities gave the all-
clear. 

Officials said the clouds of ash continued
to drift away from Bali Monday, giving air-
port authorities a chance to clear the back-
log, which they said would take about three
days.

“We are doing this as quickly as possible
as the ash could come back any time,” air-
port official Yulfiadi, who like many
Indonesians goes by one name, told AFP.

Between Thursday and Sunday, a total of
873 flights were cancelled or delayed,
Yulfiadi said.

Most airlines resumed flights Sunday
evening after the airport reopened, but
Australian carriers Virgin Australia and
Jetstar decided to keep services to and from
Bali on hold. Many Australians are stuck in
Bali after spending the school break on the
island. 

Virgin Australia also cancelled its flights
to and from Bali yesterday, saying their fore-
casters had warned that conditions were not

suitable, while Jetstar resumed services dur-
ing daylight hours.

Airport manager Trikora Harjo said the
airport was operating normally again,
adding: “The weather is good so I am not
sure why one or two airlines have chosen
not to fly.”

Holiday travel chaos 
The disruption also came at a bad time

for Indonesians, as millions set off on holi-
day ahead of the Muslim celebration of Eid
this week. The airport is providing buses for
Indonesians seeking to leave Bali for the
holy festival.

Authorities raised the alert status of
Mount Raung late last month to the second
highest level, after it began to spew lava and
ash high into the air.

Indonesian government vulcanologist
Gede Suantika said the wind was not blow-
ing ash towards Bali Monday and he expect-
ed conditions to remain the same until at
least the evening.

Besides Bali, two airports on Lombok
island, also a popular holiday destination,
and two small airports on Java serving
domestic routes were closed by the ash
cloud Thursday. All were now open except
for one on Java.

Air traffic is regularly disrupted by vol-
canic eruptions in Indonesia, which sits on a
belt of seismic activity running around the
basin of the Pacific Ocean and is home to
the highest number of active volcanoes in
the world, around 130.

The main concern for airlines regarding
volcanic ash is not that it can affect visibility
but rather that it could damage jet engines,
according to experts. 

Ash turns into molten glass when it is
sucked into aircraft engines and in extreme
cases can cause them to shut down.  —AFP

Bali tackles backlog after 

volcano hits 900 flights

COLOMBO: Sri Lanka’s former leader
Mahinda Rajapakse was yesterday for-
mally accepted as a candidate to stand
in upcoming parliamentary elections six
months after losing a presidential vote,
officials said.

Rajapakse, 69, entered the fray from
the north-central district of Kurunegala
after abandoning his home constituen-
cy of sparsely populated Hambantota in
the island’s deep south, officials said.

“The former president is topping the
list of candidates from Kurunegala,” an
election official said. “He was not pres-
ent, but another candidate submitted
his nomination which was accepted.”

He secured a ticket to represent his
United People’s  Freedom All iance
(UPFA) for a seat in the 225-member
assembly.

Some 15 million people are eligible
to vote at the August 17 election held
under a system of proportional repre-
sentation.

Rajapakse received 47.58 percent of
the vote in January elections that he
lost  to his  former al ly  Maithripala
Sirisena who was supported by the
then opposition United National Party
(UNP).

President Sirisena, who is actually a
member of the UPFA, made the then
opposit ion leader Ranil
Wickremesinghe the prime minister of a
minority government. Wickremesinghe
is the prime ministerial candidate from
the UNP which has also secured the
suppor t  of  a  broad coal it ion that
backed Sirisena in January.

Rajapakse,  an ethnic Sinhalese,
remains popular among big sections of
the island’s largest community for over-
seeing the defeat of the Tamil Tiger sep-
aratists in 2009.

However, Sirisena’s office announced
earlier this month that he will not allow
Rajapakse to be the UPFA’s prime minis-
terial candidate. —AFP

Sri Lanka’s Rajapakse gets 

parliament elections nod

DHAKA: Bangladesh police were hunting a
group of attackers yesterday who lashed a 13-
year-old boy to a stake and then beat him to
death, filming the onslaught on a smart phone.

The 28-minute video, in which the boy is
seen begging for water as he lay dying in the
northeastern city of Sylhet, has sparked huge
protests in Bangladesh since it went viral on
social media over the weekend.

Police said an autopsy on the boy who has
been named Samiul Alam Rajon had revealed
scores of injuries all over his body, including on
the head and chest.  He died due to internal
bleeding.

“Samiul Alam Rajon died on July 8 as a result
of merciless beating,” local police chief Alamgir
Hossain told AFP. “His body had at least 64
injuries including in the head.”

Junior home minister Asaduzzaman Khan

Kamal said police had arrested two people in
connection with the killing and were looking
for four others. “They will be arrested and given
tough punishment,” Kamal told reporters.

The chief suspect, Muhit Alam, was remand-
ed into custody for five days by a court in
Sylhet yesterday after police pressed murder
charges.

Police said the attackers tied Samiul, a part-
time vegetable seller who dropped out of
school to help his impoverished family, to a
pole for allegedly committing a burglary-a
charge his family vehemently denies.

“My son is not a thief. Everyone knows it. I
want justice for my child’s murder,” Samiul’s
mother Lubna Aktar told reporters.

In the video, the terrified youngster can be
heard screaming in pain and saying repeatedly:
“Please don’t beat me like this, I will die.” 

Samiul’s attackers can be heard on the video
trying to force him to confess his involvement
in the burglary, according to an AFP journalist. 

He was at one stage told to walk away but as
he tried to get to his feet, one of the attackers
shouted: “His bones are okay. Beat him some
more.” 

When the youngster begged for water, he
was mocked and told to “drink your sweat” by
his attackers who can be heard discussing the
idea of posting the video on Facebook so
“everyone can see the fate of a thief”.

Alam was arrested as he was seen trying to
dump the body in an isolated area of the city.

Hundreds of people formed a human chain
earlier yesterday outside Samiul’s home to
protest over the killing which prompted wide-
spread soul-searching on social media about
the prevalence of violence in Bangladesh. —AP

Bangladeshi youngster’s 

fatal beating goes viral
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COLOMBO: Supporters of Sri Lanka’s United National Party cheer their
candidate Bernadine Rose Senanayake, center, after filing her nomina-
tions for parliamentary elections in Colombo, Sri Lanka, yesterday.
Parliamentary elections are scheduled to be held in Aug 2015.  —AP

NEW DELHI:  India’s top court extended an
Italian marine’s medical leave yesterday for
another six months, allowing him to stay in
Italy and continue receiving medical treat-
ment before he and a fellow marine are for-
mally charged in the fatal shooting of two
Indian fishermen in 2012.

Meanwhile, Italy recently moved for inter-
national arbitration in the case, after nearly
three years of unsuccessful negotiations, and
has asked that the Indian case be put on hold
until the arbitration process is complete.

India has said it wants to charge the two
marines, Massimiliano Latorre and Salvatore
Girone, with murder for killing two Indian
fishermen while guarding an Italian cargo

ship against pirates off southwestern India.
Latorre yesterday was given permission to

stay in Italy beyond Wednesday, when his
leave was set to expire, after he developed
complications following heart surgery in
January.”Italy now prepares to activate all
necessary measures to allow the return” of
Girone to Italy, the Italian Foreign Ministry
said in a statement Monday, without describ-
ing those steps. Italy objects to the fact that
the two men have been detained since 2012
without being formally 

charged. It also insists India has no juris-
diction in the case, saying the shooting
occurred in international waters and the fish-
ermen were mistaken for pirates. —AP

India court allows Italian 

marine to extend visit home


