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Al-Jarida

Nigeria used to export crops making use of the abun-
dance of rain in that country that used to produce
many bounties and good things. Now, in the age of

oil, Nigeria almost imports everything and suffers from what
is known as the ‘wealth curse’, which means  that the state
produces natural wealth and resources like oil without hav-
ing institutions that would guarantee utilizing such
resources for the good of the people. Oil revenues go into
rulers’ pockets before they are pumped back into the budg-
et. These revenues are then distributed according to how
close a circle orbiting the regime is. 

The authority is formed of a group of ‘godfathers’ and
mafias that devour wealth and spreads corruption and injus-
tice. Corruption mainly spreads within security forces.
Motorcycles are used as taxis in many Nigerian areas. Both
taxi ‘riders’ and passengers are mandated by police to wear
helmets not for the sake of their safety, but only to blackmail
them and make policemen richer. Those riders either have to
pay fines for not wearing helmets or bribe policemen. That is
how the seeds of Boko Haram started developing and grow-
ing in reaction and revenge against security forces. 

A word like ‘kleptocracy’, which means a ruling minority
that controls the state’s wealth, and the word ‘siphon’, which
means pouring water to flush away human waste, are very
often used in Sarah Chayes’ book ‘Thieves of State’ - those
groups who loot natural resources only because those in
power ‘wash away’ their crimes  by enacting some custom-
tailored laws and rules. The author also warns that following
the World Bank’s recommendations about recommending

privatizing public establishments, the benefits of such priva-
tizations did not go to the people as they were supposed to. 

These benefits only went to mafia minority groups who
imposed themselves as natural disasters on state wealth and
resources. This disastrous privatization in Nigeria also hap-
pened in Egypt in 1974. It also happened in some Arab gov-
ernments like in pre-revolution Tunisia, currently in
Afghanistan, Uzbekistan and many developing countries
plagued with such mafias. 

Corruption is not only restricted to politicians. It also
involves the public administrative bodies. Bribery, abuse of
powers and favoritism and many other forms of corruption
prevail in many of those countries where people are
depressed and find their only resort and savior in religion
because imposing Islamic sharia means cutting off thieves’
hands, bans looting and sets profound ethical values. So,
with their cultural heritage and awareness, Arab and Muslim
peoples have nothing to do but to seek religious salvation
from rulers and mafia atrocities. 

Is this phenomena only known with Arab and Muslim
peoples or did Europe also experience long decades of cor-
rupt rulers and officials, which eventually led to religious
reform movements there? Well, the answer is yes, they did
and that is another story...however, let us agree now that
financial corruption is the cause of extremism, mutiny and
revolutions we are witnessing nowadays. This nation is really
going through its darkest ages amidst revolutions and
counter-revolutions from outcast corruption groups trying
to reclaim power! — Translated by Kuwait Times
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The radio is one medium that is abandoned by
many listeners during the year and only a few con-
centrate on it. When the holy month of Ramadan

arrives, the majority of the society stops work or other
activities. 

During this month, the driver prefers to listen to the
radio; just maybe, there’s a program that has beneficial
information or a meaningful radio show or a religious
program from which he can learn about the rules of
Islam. Yet, we find that the majority of what is presented
on our radio during the month of Ramadan is only a ‘dis-
tortion’ of the meaning of radio.

In the past, our criticisms of the radio during the
ordinary months was the pronunciation of some pre-
senter, the type of programs on radio and the accuracy
of the information presented to the listener, but today,
what we hear from among the majority is that what is
being presented over Kuwait radio is only a meaningless
material and not targeted for the holy month.

We will not generalize, but most in radio works on
sabotaging this sector. Take for example the entertain-
ment programs, their type and how they are presented,
we find programs that have empty moulds that are
made to wipe society’s brains, bearing in mind that the
radio is a tool to strengthen the formation of the indi-
vidual and not his destruction, as what we are hearing is

only silly clowning be it from some presenters and some
listeners and the result is a ‘distortion’ of the society’s
brains.

What astonished me and confirms this sector began
working on distorting the individual is when the June
26 massacre at Imam Al-Sadiq Mosque took place, we
found radio did not carry out its information role rather
it carried out ‘radio distortion.’ More clearly, after the
incident, we did not find a program that works on
strengthening national unity and enriching Kuwaiti
identity; we did not see a change in the way programs
are prepared.

One example is when the editor and presenter of a
program asked a listener how harees (a Middle Eastern
dish) is prepared just a few days after the attack. It
would have been better to have changed the question
to go along with the circumstances facing the country
such as a question about the history of the Al-Jabriya
aircraft hijacking, or ask when the air bombardment
during Kuwait’s invasion took place. I believe such infor-
mation enriches and develops the Kuwaiti identity and
reminds the individual and the society of Kuwait’s histo-
ry instead of asking how to prepare harees and distort
the society’s brains with idiotic questions and work on
distorting the society. 

—Translated by Kuwait Times 
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Ihave always said that Kuwait is a different story. This
small nation was built on openness, diversity of both
opinion and race. Ever since its inception, Kuwait was

never subject to one group or opinion. Different groups
have always co-existed here in order to survive. To know
how unique Kuwait is, one only has to know that Kuwait
had elected its first ruler long before the US elected its first
president. 

People living in this country had no other choice but to
be open. Their only source of income was trading by travel-
ling to other countries and receiving people from other
cultures. Kuwait had to be open and handle all different
things, and these made the Kuwaiti individual more open
to the world and accepting of others. 

Openness is, of course, the basic seed of creativity,
which produced so many creative Kuwaitis in various lines
of life such as Fahad Boresli, Abdullah Fadhalah, Sami
Mohammed, Mohammed Al-Sharekh, Fatima Hussein,
Thoraya Al-Baqsami, Abdul Hussein Abdul Redha, Fathie
Kameel, Hayat Al-Fahad, Laila Al-Othman and Faisal Al-
Dekheel. Institutions such as the National Bank of Kuwait,
Kuwait Television, Kuwait Airways, TEC, KTC, playgrounds,
sports centers, huge theatres and various facilities were
also involved and contributed to enhancing creativity. 

This went on until we decided to shut down creativity
in all fields and settle for only one thing: religion. We now
settled for one kind of fruit when we once had a basket full
of various kinds. We stopped building playgrounds, closed
parks and shut down the activities they used to house. We
pulled down Andalus Theatre and Cinema House, where
the most magnificent concerts used to be held. Arts and
Music are no longer active on school timetables; they are
being borrowed by teachers of other subjects such as
Arabic and Islamic Education; school theatres are now used
as student canteens.  

Because they are creative by nature, Kuwaitis were cre-
ative in the only line left: religion. Kuwait gave the world
iconic scholars like Khalid Al-Mathkour, Meshari Al-Efassi,
the late Abdul Rahman Al-Sumaitt and many others.
However, the lack of venues available to express creativity
made many stardom seekers choose odd and strange ways
to show their distinctiveness and brought people who
operate using religion, people who ridicule religion and
tumult promoters to surface.  Others, who have no interest
in all that, impatiently await weekends to seek self-satisfac-
tion in neighboring countries and this led to deterioration
in many fields: our sport experienced repeated losses,
music and arts deteriorated and literature faded away.   

Kuwait used to be like a running river full of benevo-
lence from all sides and streams, its running water carries
away all wastes and maintains the water’s constant creativ-
ity, until we decided to build a dam preventing water from
flowing; and thus, we ended up in a pond where good and
bad, corrupt and pure, mixed. 

To revive the good old days, we have to return all fruits
back to the basket in order to revive Al-Nafisi’s art, Al-
Anberi’s mastery of football, Ghannam Al-Daikan’s music,
Faeq Abdul Jaleel’s poetry and Ali Al-Jassar’s religion. 

—Translated by Kuwait Times
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Crime
R e p o r t

Father fears twin sons

joined terrorist groups

KUWAIT: A citizen expressed his fears that his 18-year-old
twin sons may have been brainwashed and may have left
Kuwait to join terrorist groups. The father told Fahaheel police
that the two left home Saturday and did not return since.

Fake maid agency busted

Residency Affairs Department detectives raided a
bogus domestic help office that uses a private apart-
ment in Khaitan. Five expats, all in violation of residen-
cy regulations, were arrested and sent to concerned
authorities for deportation.

Kidnapped by friend

A citizen accused his friend of kidnapping him and forcing
him to sign a promissory note. A security source said the
citizen told Fahad Al-Ahmed police that a friend with
whom he has a financial dispute kidnapped and took him
to a mutual friend’s diwaniya and forced him to sign a
promissory note, then threatened to take it to police.
Investigations are underway.

Co-op robbery

An unknown thief broke into a cooperative society’s
branch and took a cash register containing KD 150,
but escaped as soon as the alarm sounded. A security
source said the branch’s manager told Sulaibikhat
police that the main gate was broken into and a cash
register with KD 150 cash was missing. Investigations
are underway. In another incident, a citizen accused a
roaming taxi driver of stealing KD 680 from her purse,
when she asked him to wait for her and entered a
medical health center and left her purse behind.

Education

Fight

Hawally police ended a fight between three expatriates at
a Salmiya cafÈ. The men are being questioned over the rea-
son of their fight. —Al-Rai and Al-Anbaa

KUWAIT: The Commercial Bank of Kuwait (CBK) announced Abdulrahman Al-Terkit as the winner of the
sixth and final draw in the Base account promotional campaign for employees. Terkit chose a monthly
salary of KD 1,000 for a year - one of three prizes that CBK offers and also include a 2015 Lexus 250 IS
and a trip to Dubai on a private jet and a stay at Atlantis hotel.

Gitmo detainee sad for

Al-Sadeq Mosque victims 

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Guantanamo detainee Fayez Al-Kandari
expressed grief and pain for those killed and injured in the
Imam Al-Sadiq mosque explosion, and prayed to Almighty
Allah to save Kuwait and its people from all evils.

Speaking to his family through Skype last Friday as arranged
by the Red Cross International Committee in Jabriya, Kanadari
managed to make audio-visual contact with his family in a
process that would be made every two months.

The chatting session lasted over an hour during which
family members congratulated Fayez on the advent of
Ramadan and the Eid because they only be able to talk to him
long after the Eid, Kandari’s brother Abdullah said. “Fayez tried
to control his tears when his siblings told him how their par-
ents were so optimistic about his return,” Abdullah said, not-
ing that Fayez shared the same optimism. —Al-Rai


