
GERMANY: Spain’s MotoGP world champion
Marc Marquez won the German Grand Prix
from pole position yesterday for his sixth
win in a row at the Sachsenring in a Honda
one-two with compatriot Dani Pedrosa.
Italy’s Valentino Rossi finished third for
Yamaha to extend his championship lead
over Spanish team mate Jorge Lorenzo, who
was fourth, to 13 points.

Rossi, a nine times champion in all cate-
gories, has 179 points to Lorenzo’s 166 after
nine of 18 races. Marquez is fourth overall
with 114. The victory, at a circuit he has
dominated since his 125cc days, was
Marquez’s second of the season and Honda’s
first one-two of the year. “From the begin-
ning I felt good and then when I had the gap
I tried to manage it,” said the Spaniard, who
was passed at the start by Lorenzo but
retook the lead after four laps and pulled
away. “I’m happy because during this week-
end we were completely first and it’s been a
long time since I did that.” With Marquez on
his own, the battle for second provided most
of the excitement.

Rossi went wheel-to-wheel with Lorenzo
and passed after seven laps, with Marquez

1.8 seconds ahead, but any hopes the Italian
had of closing the gap soon vanished.

Pedrosa overtook Lorenzo and reeled in
Rossi before regaining second place-his grid
position-with 14 of 30 laps remaining.

“It was a very difficult race, especially the
beginning for me,” Pedrosa told BT Sport. “I
had some issues at the beginning with the
setting but towards the middle of the race
the tank became emptier and I felt more
comfortable. “I passed Jorge and then imme-
diately caught Valentino but it was not easy
to pass because on the exit the Yamaha was
very strong.”

Rossi, who had started the day 10 points
clear of Lorenzo, was happy with his after-
noon’s work. “I think Dani had something in
his pocket for the end,” said the Italian. “I was
at the limit, I pushed hard, I kept constantly
the rhythm but at one point Dani did two
laps very fast. So I think today was the maxi-
mum. “In this track we know we have to suf-
fer compared to the Hondas, but another
podium and I gained three points on Jorge.
This is important for the championship and
we will wait for better racetracks for our M1
(bike).”  — Reuters
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LOS ANGELES: Jordan Spieth’s decision to compete
in this week’s PGA Tour event in the United States has
cast a spotlight on the best way to prepare for the
British Open-whether or not to play links golf in
advance. Many of the biggest names in the game opt-
ed to tee it up at the Scottish Open in Gullane while
tuning up for the third major of the year but Spieth
preferred instead to get his competitive juices flowing
at the John Deere Classic in Silvis, Illinois.

Making his choice of venue even more topical is
the fact that Spieth has won the first two majors of
the season and will be targeting the third leg of a
unique calendar grand slam when he sets off in
Thursday’s opening round at St. Andrews.

There are no ‘rights’ and ‘wrongs’ when it comes to
how a player should hone his game for a major, some
preferring to be competitive the week before while
others are more comfortable practising ahead of time
at the championship venue.

Yet links golf is a very different animal with unpre-
dictable bounces off both fairway and green com-

monplace and the nuances of a course like St.
Andrews are an acquired taste, especially when the
wind blows from different directions.

While many have criticised Spieth’s decision to
play at the John Deere Classic, where he won his first
PGA Tour title at the tender age of 19, the American
world number two is entirely happy with his build-up
to next week’s British Open.

“If I thought that I wasn’t going to play well next
week because I played here, it would be a different
story,” Spieth, 21, told reporters.

“This is a good preparation for me to get good
feels, to get in contention, and to find out what’s on
and what’s off when I’m in contention.

“The only downside here versus playing anywhere
else is the adjustment to the time zone, but as long as
I get over there and I have my schedule ahead of
time, I’m going to have enough sleep by the time I tee
it up Thursday.” Spieth looked out-of-sorts while
opening with an even-par 71 at the John Deere
Classic, his first PGA Tour event in three weeks, but

shook off the rust with a sparkling 64 in the second
round as he soared up the leaderboard.

He was even more impressive on Saturday, firing a
round of 61 that included two eagles and six birdies
as he seized first place in the tournament.

“I don’t think it matters where it is, as long as I can
get myself in contention, find out how I’m perform-
ing, what kind of minor tweaks I need to do, if any, the
first couple days at the Open Championship to get
ready for the major,” said Spieth.

“I just want to get in contention. It doesn’t matter
where it is. When I get over there (to St. Andrews),
whether I play well or don’t play well has nothing to
do with what I did the week before.”

Former world number one Tiger Woods, who has
clinched two British Opens at St. Andrews among his
14 major victories, backed Spieth’s strategy.

“I think it’s great for him to play, get the playing
feels, keep the playing feels going,” Woods said at the
PGA Tour’s Greenbrier Classic earlier this month. “Feels
travel. He’s played enough links-type golf courses. “He

did all right at Chambers (Bay),” smiled Woods, refer-
ring to the links-style venue for this year’s US Open
where Spieth triumphed by one shot. “He’s played the
British Opens before.

“St. Andrews will be a little bit different, and there
will be a lot to learn in a short time. But he’s young,
and he can spend the energy playing 18 holes every
day and be fine.”

Five-times major champion Phil Mickelson, who
won the 2013 British Open at Muirfield, felt tourna-
ment preparation was all about individual choice.

“Each player has to find out how to prepare their
best to play their best, and it’s different for every-
body,” said the 45-year-old American.

“I can’t comment on what he (Spieth) needs to do
for him to play his best. Only he can do that.” Spieth is
known by his peers for being wise beyond his years
and so far he has barely made a misstep in his bur-
geoning career. If one is to second-guess his John
Deere decision, perhaps it should be done only after
the 2015 British Open. — Reuters

Spieth sparks debate on best British Open build-up

LOS ANGELES: After this year’s four majors are
consigned to the record books, golf fans will
reflect on a most unusual season when three of
them were played on British-style links courses-
including two on American soil.

Chambers Bay in Washington State hosted
the June 18-21 U.S.  Open while Whistling Straits
in Kohler, Wisconsin will  hold the PGA
Championship for a third time when it stages
the final major of 2015 from Aug. 13-16. In
between those two, the British Open will be
played next week at the home of golf in St.
Andrews, Scotland.

For some, this is proof positive that links-style
golf is becoming much trendier in the United
States but golf course architect Geoff
Shackleford views it more as a greater apprecia-
tion for the historical roots of the game.

“Venues (for the majors) are sorted out so far
in advance and I would argue that in the case of
Chambers Bay and Whistling Straits, they are less
links-like,” American Shackleford told Reuters in a
telephone interview.

“In terms of a trend, I would say there is now
a greater appreciation for links golf in the U.S.
and there is also less resistance to links golf from
the top players.

“It wasn’t that long ago really that players
viewed playing too much links-style golf as not
good for their game.” Shackleford, who is in

Britain for the Scottish Open and the British
Open that follows, cited the example of Phil
Mickelson’s victories at both events in 2013.

“When Phil won the back-to-back Opens
here, that proved to players that you could play
over here for a few weeks and it would be a
good thing for your game,” said Shackleford,
who has written several books on golf course
design. “There was a mentality that you would
get into bad habits by playing too much links
golf. So I think it’s less a trend and more of an
embrace of it again, a greater appreciation of
how much fun it is to play and to watch links
golf.” While the hallowed ground of St. Andrews
epitomizes the very best of natural links course
golf, both Chambers Bay and Whistling Straits
are manufactured layouts that required a mas-
sive makeover by their respective designers.

The rolling course at Chambers Bay was for-
merly used as a rock quarry and gravel mine
while Whistling Straits was transformed from
flat, windswept and featureless terrain that pre-
viously accommodated a military base.

Both US venues generally required high
approach shots to the greens whereas true links
courses allow for low bump-and-runs and an
emphasis on the ‘ground game’.

“What’s interesting about Whistling Straits for
me is that it’s a Scottish-looking course that
plays like an American course,” said five-times

major champion Mickelson.
“It doesn’t play like a course in Scotland, but

yet it has all the aesthetics of it. You see the fes-
cues and the sand, the dunes and the pot
bunkers ... and the openings in front and you
think you want to run balls up. “But it just
doesn’t work. It’s too soft and the ball stops so
you have to fly balls on to the green. So that
takes a little getting used to, especially when
we’re just coming from the British Open.”

Unquestionably though, American golfers
have become much more attuned to the attrac-
tion of links-style golf, and especially since four
top-quality layouts were opened for play in
Bandon, Oregon-in 1999, 2001, 2005 and 2010.

“Bandon has been enormous for opening
people’s eyes,” said Shackleford, who worked
with golf course architect Gil Hanse on an exten-
sive restoration of Los Angeles Country Club’s
iconic North Course in February 2010.

“The Streamsong Resort down in Florida,
while not pure links golf, is another positive
trend already in that it has exposed more people
to links-style courses, more exposed courses,
wider courses, rougher looking courses.

“Anything that allows people to see that it’s
not evil, that it’s fun golf and that golf is not just
tree-lined courses is a huge plus. You barely hear
about people that come back from Bandon not
having had a great time.” — Reuters

Links courses underpin 
this season’s majors

NEW YORK: Jordan Spieth charged to a
two-stroke lead with a stunning finish to
the third round at the John Deere Classic
on Saturday.

Only days before he will attempt to
complete the third leg of the Grand Slam,
Spieth used a mixture of precision and luck
to finish birdie, eagle, birdie at TPC Deere
Run. He holed out with a sand wedge from
107 yards at the par-five 17th, before run-
ning in a 15-foot birdie at the last for a 10-
under-par 61, his best round on the PGA
Tour. “I just seem to get some lucky breaks
here at the John Deere,” Spieth told Golf
Channel after posting a 17-under 196 total,
two strokes better than New Zealand’s
Danny Lee, who shot 62.

It has been a stunning form turnaround
by the 21-year-old American, who was in
danger of missing the cut until he put
together a string of birdies in the middle of
the second round.

Some questioned whether Spieth
should play in the US the week before the
British Open at St. Andrews, where he will
have a chance to become the first player
since Ben Hogan in 1953 to win the first
three majors of the year.

But he had no hesitation returning to
the course where he won his first PGA Tour

title two years ago. “That turning point
mid-round yesterday where I had a really
good stretch to get inside the cut line is
what really gave me a lot of confidence,” he
said.

“The hole looked a little bigger from
there on in. In order to shoot a really low
round you obviously have to have some
putts go in from mid-range.”

Spieth hit a poor drive at the 17th but
threaded a nice recovery shot between the
trees. He was clearly disgusted with his
third shot but was then surprised when his
ball landed about eight feet beyond the
hole, put on the brakes and was sucked
back into the hole.

“It was certainly a couple of grooves low
(on the clubface) but that seems to be
something that works out for me at this
tournament. Just thin it a little bit and
somehow it goes in.”

Lost in the drama was Lee, whose 10-
birdie 62 lifted him into contention to win
for a second successive week, after his
breakthrough victory at the Greenbrier
Classic last Sunday.

“I feel very confident about tomorrow,”
Lee said. “Jordan just played magnificent
today. I think it’s going to be a fun day for
us tomorrow.” — Reuters

LANCASTER: Amy Yang of South Korea fought
off a late challenge by Stacy Lewis on Saturday
to retain a three-shot lead heading into the  final
round of the U.S. Women’s Open at Lancaster
Country Club. The 24-year-old Yang shot a one-
under 69 for a 54-hole total of eight-under-par
202, while world number three Lewis’s 69 left
her at five under par for the championship.

Yang, who has twice before played in the final
pairing at a US Open, will have another golden
opportunity on Sunday paired again with Lewis.
“I don’t want to think too much ahead, but it
would be a great thing to my golf career,” Yang
said about the possibility of claiming her maiden
major. Chun In-gee, a 20-year-old South Korean,
surged to third place with a two-under 68 for a
four-under-par 206, one stroke better than
Japanese Tour veteran Shiho Oyama, who shot
71 after sliding back with a double-bogey at the
par-four fifth.

Four players were grouped at two under par,
including last year’s winner Michelle Wie, who
fired a 68. Joining Wie on 208, six strokes off the
pace, were world number one Park In-bee (70)
and fellow Koreans Lee Mi-hyang (68) and Chella
Choi, who set a US Women’s Open nine-hole
record by firing a 29 on the front side on her way
to a six-under 64. Five players had shot 30 for
nine holes, the first being Pamela Wright at
Indianwood in 1994.

Yang enjoyed a four-stroke lead after she
birdied the par-five 13th hole to reach nine
under par and was threatening to make it a
romp. But a two-shot swing at the par-four 14th
tightened the leaderboard as the South Korean
bogeyed after a strong chip past the cup, while
Lewis birdied to close within two. A three-putt
bogey by Lewis at the 17th hole restored Yang’s
three-stroke lead.

Earlier, Yang used a two-stroke swing to her
advantage, turning a three-shot lead over Lewis

into a five-shot bulge as she birdied the first
while the American made bogey. A bogey-birdie
exchange in Lewis’s favor at the second hole
again reversed the effect.

Yang and Lewis, who were both within range
of winning their first US Open crown last year,
will wage another head-to-head clash paired in
Sunday’s final round. Their third-round duel had
the feel of match play. “I felt like I hit some great
shots that put a lot of pressure on her, and then

she just would respond and hit it right in there
with me,” said two-times major winner Lewis. 

“There were multiple times today that it was
iffy who was away. I mean, we were hitting shots
on top of each other. In a sense it’s frustrating,
because you’re trying to get closer but you really
can’t get any closer. 

“I think it’s great golf. I think we both played
really well today given the circumstances, and I
expect more of it tomorrow.” — Reuters

Yang stays ahead of pack

LANCASTER: Amy Yang of South Korea tees off at hole No. 9 during the third round of the US
Women’s Open golf tournament. — AP

Marquez wins, Rossi extends lead

Sizzling Spieth leads
SILVIS: Jordan Spieth celebrates his birdie on the 18th green during the third round
of the John Deere Classic golf tournament.  — AP

GERMANY: Spain’s
Marc Marquez 
celebrates on the
podium after 
winning the
MotoGP race at the
Sachsenring 
circuit. — AP


