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LOS ANGELES: Steven Gerrard made a quiet start to his new career with the Los
Angeles Galaxy in a friendly on Saturday. Gerrard had one scoring chance in the open-
ing game of the International Champions Cup against Mexico team Club America, that
was saved, but otherwise had little influence on the match that was sealed 2-1 by the
Major League Soccer side with goals either side of half-time by Robbie Keane and
Alan Gordon.

The 35-year-old midfielder joined the Galaxy after playing his entire 17-season
career with English Premier League side Liverpool.

“It was a great feeling,” Gerrard told the Galaxy website
(www.lagalaxy.com). “It was a difficult game and I thought (Club

America) were very good.
“I thought after 15 or 20 minutes that the team settled really

well, we played some good football and we got our deserved
equaliser.

“For me personally, it was good to get 45 minutes under my
belt and I’ll keep getting better and better and the more I get used

to my teammates, I’ll improve.”
Galaxy coach Bruce Arena substituted Gerrard at half-time in

the game played at their home stadium in Carson, California.
“I think Steven played well, we are going to see how he feels

tomorrow and Monday before we make a decision moving for-

RIO DE JANIERO: Two-times former World Player of the Year
Ronaldinho Gaucho has signed an 17-month contact with
Fluminense, the club said on Saturday.

He joined the Rio de Janeiro side after terminating his contract
with Mexican club Queretaro, where he spent almost a year,
Fluminense said in a statement on their web site.

The 35-year old, who previously played in Brazil for Gremio,
Flamengo and Atletico Mineiro, said he was coming home to try
and win Brazil’s Serie A, one of the few medals missing from his
trophy cabinet. “That was one of the things that most motivated
me to return home to Brazil, in search of a title that I dont have, as
well as this being a club with great players,” he told the club’s
website, adding that regular appearances at Rio’s Maracana stadi-
um were also a big draw.

“I am very motivated. When I was with another club in Rio de
Janeiro we only played at the Engenhao (stadium) so the possibil-
ity of playing at the Maracana is really exciting to me.”

One of Brazil’s most decorated players, he won the Champions
League and La Liga with Barcelona and Serie A in Italy with AC
Milan in a globe-trotting career that included a stint in France
with Paris Saint-Germain. —Reuters

Fluminense sign Ronaldinho
MADRID: C’est fini”. With those few words in French a tearful Iker Casillas
brought to an end his farewell statement yesterday to the Real Madrid fans
he has served as first-team goalkeeper and captain for 16 seasons.

Dressed in a dark blue shirt and sitting alone in front of the assembled
media at the Bernabeu stadium press room, the 34-year-old, who is leaving
for Portuguese side Porto, choked up several times as he thanked Real for
“giving me everything”. “This club also moulded me as a person and helped
me to grow,” said Casillas, who joined the Real academy at the age of nine
and debuted for the first team at 18. “Beyond remembering me as a good
goalkeeper or a bad goalkeeper I just hope that people
remember me for being a good person,” he added.

Casillas was speaking after Spanish daily newspa-
per El Mundo published an interview with his parents
yesterday in which they said their son had been forced
out of the club by president Florentino Perez. Casillas
had been the victim of an orchestrated campaign of “vili-
fication” in recent years which eventually prompted
his decision to quit, they added.

Real did not immediately respond to a request
for comment and Casillas did not take questions
after making his statement, in which he did not
mention Perez by name. —Reuters

Casillas quits Real MadridGerrard makes quiet debut

CHICAGO: Chris Sale dominated into the eighth
inning while outpitching Jon Lester, and the
Chicago White Sox beat the Cubs 5-1 Saturday for
their ninth win in 11 games.

Sale (8-4) showed why he was picked to his
fourth consecutive All-Star Game, helping the White
Sox move into position to sweep the weekend
series with their crosstown rivals. Lester’s winless
streak reached 10 starts.

The South Siders took a 2-0 lead in the first on
an RBI triple by rookie Tyler Saladino for his first
major league hit and a run-scoring single by Jose
Abreu. They broke open the game with three more
in the seventh against Lester (4-8), making the most
of third baseman Kris Bryant’s costly throwing error
on Avisail Garcia’s grounder.

ROCKIES 3, BRAVES 2
Carlos Gonzalez hit a bases-loaded bloop single

that dropped between charging center fielder
Cameron Maybin and backpedaling shortstop
Andrelton Simmons in the ninth inning, driving in
the decisive run in the Rockies victory over the
Braves. Misfortune hit the Braves at the outset of
the Rockies’ late rally. Reliever Jason Grilli (3-4) tum-
bled to the ground and suffered a ruptured left
Achilles’ tendon as he ran toward first to cover the
bag when Drew Stubbs, the first batter he faced, hit
a grounder that first baseman Chris Johnson ranged
to his right to field.

Grilli appeared to take a bad step and crumpled
to the ground, grabbing his lower left leg in pain.
Stubbs was safe on what was ruled a hit.

Team trainers and manager Fredi Gonzalez ran
on to the field to tend to Grilli, who remained on
the ground for several minutes. He was helped to
his feet, taken away on a cart for further treatment
and replaced by David Aardsma.

ATHLETICS 5, INDIANS 4
Billy Butler’s two-run double with the bases

loaded broke a tie in the eighth inning and the
Athletics beat the Indians.

With two outs, Butler lined an 0-1 pitch from
Bryan Shaw over first base to snap a 2-all tie. Right
fielder Brandon Moss’ throwing error allowed a third
run to score on the play.

Eric O’Flaherty (1-2) pitched 2-3 of an inning.
Tyler Clippard, the Athletics’ fifth pitcher, recorded
the final four outs for his 17th save. Carlos Santana
hit a two-run homer in the eighth, but Cleveland’s
four game winning streak ended.

All-Star Stephen Vogt started the winning rally
with a two-out single off Zach McAllister (2-3). Marc
Rzepczynski gave up a single to Ben Zobrist and
walked Josh Reddick. Butler came through with the
clutch hit that snapped Oakland’s three-game los-
ing streak. Moss’ throw to second base hit Butler in
the back and rolled away, allowing Reddick to score.

TWINS 9, TIGERS 5
Torii Hunter’s towering two-run homer into the

third deck against his former team highlighted a 16-
hit afternoon for Minnesota, and the Twins beat the
Tigers. Trevor Plouffe and Eddie Rosario each had
three hits and scored twice, and the bottom five
batters in the Twins lineup combined for six RBIs
and 11 hits in 19 at-bats. Aaron Hicks hit a two-run
triple in the third inning that finished Alfredo
Simon’s start.

Phil Hughes (8-6) gave up a home run to Victor
Martinez and a two-run single to James McCann in
the fourth, but he took a 7-0 lead into that inning.
Yoenis Cespedes drove in another run with a double
in the fifth, the last inning for Hughes.  But the
right-hander improved to 4-0 in his last six starts,
despite allowing eight hits.

RAYS 3, ASTROS 0
Jake Odorizzi won in his first start in five weeks,

Rene Rivera drove in two runs and the Rays beat the
sliding Astros. Odorizzi (5-5) scattered two hits,
walked three and struck out five over 5 2-3 innings
in his initial appearance since straining his left
oblique June 5. Brad Boxberger, the fourth Rays
reliever, pitched the ninth for his 22nd save to com-
plete a three-hitter.

Houston has scored just four runs during a five-

game losing streak.  The surprising Astros took over
first place in the AL West on April 19, but they had
their lead dwindle to a half-game over the Los
Angeles Angels entering Saturday.  The Angels were
scheduled to play Seattle on Saturday night.

BLUE JAYS 6, ROYALS 2
Mark Buehrle pitched seven strong innings,

Edwin Encarnacion hit a two-run homer and the
Toronto Blue Jays beat Kansas City to snap the
Royals’ six-game winning streak.

Buehrle (10-5) limited the Royals to two runs
and five hits while improving to 4-0 with a 1.24 ERA
in his past four starts against them.

Encarnacion’s 18th home run in the fourth
inning off Chris Young ended the Blue Jays’ 27-
inning scoring drought. Toronto led 3-2 in the ninth
when Danny Valencia hit a three-run homer off
Royals rookie Brandon Finnegan to extend the
advantage.

Jose Reyes had three hits, stole three bases,
walked, scored a run and drove in a run for the Blue
Jays. Young (7-5), working on three days’ rest, gave
up three runs and five hits with two walks in six-plus
innings. He left after giving up a single to Kevin
Pillar to open the inning.

METS 4, DIAMONDBACKS 2
Matt Harvey pitching seven strong innings and

hit his first career home run to lead the Mets to a
win over the Diamondbacks.

Lucas Duda homered for the second consecutive
game and Ruben Tejada also went deep for the
Mets. After giving up a two-run homer to David
Peralta in the first inning, Harvey (8-6) settled into a
groove and scattered just four singles over his last
six innings. Jeurys Familia got the last three outs for
his 26th save. It was another solid pitching perform-
ance for the Mets, who have allowed just 23 earned

runs over their last 142 innings.
Diamondbacks starter Patrick Corbin (1-1), mak-

ing his second start of the season after Tommy John
surgery wiped out his 2014 campaign, allowed all
four runs and four hits in five innings. He gave up
three homers for the first time in his career.

MARLINS 14, REDS 3
The Miami Marlins lost All-Star second baseman

Dee Gordon to a dislocated left thumb, and they
responded with a franchise-record offensive out-
burst, beating Cincinnati.

Gordon was hurt in the seventh inning sliding
headfirst into first base for his third infield hit. He
left the game for a pinch runner. The hit was the
second of nine straight, a Marlins record, and they
scored eight runs in the inning.

Gordon, who leads the majors with 122 hits, was
chosen to start in the All-Star Game for the first
time. The Marlins were already without All-Star right
fielder Giancarlo Stanton, sidelined since June 26
because of a broken left hand.

The Marlins totaled a season-high 21 hits, and
their run total was also a season high after they had
scored just 12 runs in the past seven games.

RED SOX 5, YANKEES 3
Hanley Ramirez hit a two-run homer, Mookie

Betts had a pair of extra-base hits and David Ortiz
also had two hits Saturday to help the Red Sox beat
the first-place Yankees.

The Red Sox won for the 10th time in 13 games.
They remained in last place in the AL East, but they
closed to 5 1/2 games out in the division. Boston
was 10 games out June 20.

The Yankees had beaten the Red Sox five
straight times, including a 5-1 win Friday. But a day
after losing the series opener and top starter Clay
Buchholz on the same night, the Red Sox got 6 1-3
solid innings from Eduardo Rodriguez (5-2).

The rookie left-hander allowed five hits and a
walk while striking out two, leaving with a 3-2 lead
in the seventh. It was just the third time in nine
career starts that he has given up two runs or more.

PADRES 6, RANGERS 5
Yangervis Solarte hit a two-run homer off Texas

closer Shawn Tolleson with two outs in the ninth
inning, and the Padres rallied to end a season-high
six-game losing streak with a victory over the
Rangers. Solarte’s drive down the right-field line
handed Tolleson (2-2) his first blown save when he
had a chance to be the first pitcher in five years to
convert the first 14 chances of his career.

Solarte reached base four times and scored
three runs. Former Texas reliever Joaquin Benoit (6-
4) pitched a scoreless eighth, and Craig Kimbrel
struck out the side in the ninth for his 22nd save.

Mitch Moreland homered twice for the Rangers,
who lost for the ninth time in 10 home games.

PIRATES 6, CARDINALS 5
Andrew McCutchen’s two-run home run in the

14th inning capped Pittsburgh’s third rally of the
night and the Pirates beat the Cardinals.

McCutchen’s homer to center off Nick
Greenwood (0-1) followed Neil Walker’s leadoff sin-
gle and extended his hitting streak to a career-high
18 games. It was his 12th home run of the season.

Jhonny Peralta’s single off Vance Worley (3-4) in

the top of the inning drove in Matt Carpenter and
gave the Cardinals a 5-4 lead.

Pittsburgh scored twice in the eighth to tie the
game after falling behind 3-0, and Chris Stewart
singled in Jung Ho Kang in the 10th after Mark
Reynolds’ second homer of the game had given St.
Louis another lead in the top of the inning.

NATIONALS 7, ORIOLES 4
Bryce Harper and Danny Espinosa homered in a

four-run sixth inning, and the Nationals beat the
Orioles to end a three-game skid.

Jordan Zimmermann (8-5) won his third straight
start despite allowing four runs and nine hits in five
innings. He was pitching one day after his wife
gave birth to the couple’s second child.

Caleb Joseph and Steve Pearce homered for the
Orioles, who have lost nine of 12. Miguel Gonzalez
(7-6) retired 10 straight batters and took a 4-2 lead
into the sixth before everything rapidly unraveled.
Harper led off with his 26th home run, Clint
Robinson and Wilson Ramos singled and Espinosa
sent an 0-1 pitch over the 25-foot scoreboard in
right field. Harper’s home run was his first against
the Orioles in 12 career games. He’s 8 for 44 (.182)
with three RBIs against Baltimore.

BREWERS 7, DODGERS 1
Rookie Taylor Jungmann tossed a three-hitter,

Carlos Gomez drove in five runs and the Brewers
beat the Dodgers. Jungmann (4-1) struck out seven
and walked two on 100 pitches to help the Brewers
improve to 5-2 in his starts.

Gomez went 2 for 3 with a walk and a strikeout
while tying his career high for RBIs, his second five-
RBI game in a week. Brandon Beachy (0-1) gave up
three runs and five hits in four innings, struck out
two and walked three. The right-hander was mak-
ing his first start in nearly two years after coming
back from two Tommy John surgeries.

Beachy spent his first four seasons with Atlanta

and in 2012 had the lowest ERA in the majors at
2.00 through 13 starts. But his season ended early
with his first elbow surgery.

MARINERS 5, ANGELS 0
Hisashi Iwakuma pitched eight strong innings in

his second game back from the disabled list and
Mark Trumbo had two RBI singles to lead the
Mariners to a victory over the Angels.

Iwakuma (1-1) gave up three hits and two walks,
and struck out six. He retired the last 13 batters he
faced in his longest outing since going eight
innings at Philadelphia last Aug. 19.

It was the fourth straight game with at least two
hits for Trumbo. He has a seven-game overall hit-
ting streak, and is batting 12 for 22 in that stretch.

Los Angeles starter C.J. Wilson (7-7) gave up
three runs and five hits in 6 2-3 innings, walking
four and striking out five. It was the ninth time in
his last 10 starts that Wilson lasted at least six
innings.

GIANTS 8, PHILLIES 5
Angel Pagan and Matt Duffy each drove in a

pair of runs in the sixth inning and the Giants ral-
lied to beat the Phillies. Brandon Crawford had
three hits and drove in a run for the Giants, who
have won three of four after a seven-game losing
streak. Duffy, who had four hits in Friday night’s vic-
tory, was a home run shy of the cycle for the sec-
ond straight day.

Josh Osich (1-0) recorded the final out of the
sixth and earned his first major league victory.
Santiago Casilla got the final out for his 22nd save.

Ryan Howard hit a home run and drove in two
and Cody Asche added a two-run shot for the
Phillies, who have lost four straight and 14 of 17
overall.  Freddy Galvis doubled and tripled and
Odubel Herrera had two hits and drove in a run. Luis
Garcia (3-4) gave up three runs in 2-3 innings after
allowing two  over his previous 15 innings. — AP

White Sox pound Cubs, Rockies win

American League
Eastern Division

W L PCT GB    
NY Yankees 47 40 .540 -       
Baltimore 44 43 .506 3       
Tampa Bay 45 45 .500 3.5   
Toronto 45 45 .500 3.5   
Boston 42 46 .477 5.5   

Central Division
Kansas City 51 34 .600 -       
Minnesota 48 40 .545 4.5   
Detroit 44 43 .506 8       
Cleveland 42 45 .483 10      
Chicago White Sox 41 44 .482 10      

Western Division
Houston 49 41 .544 -       
LA Angels 47 40 .540 0.5   
Texas 42 45 .483 5.5   
Seattle 41 47 .466 7       
Oakland 40 50 .444 9       

National League
Eastern Division

Washington 47 39 .547 -       
NY Mets 46 42 .523 2       
Atlanta 42 46 .477 6       
Miami 37 51 .420 11      
Philadelphia 29 61 .322 20      

Central Division
St. Louis 56 32 .636 -       
Pittsburgh 52 35 .598 3.5   
Chicago Cubs 46 40 .535 9       
Cincinnati 39 46 .459 15.5  
Milwaukee 38 51 .427 18.5  

Western Division
LA Dodgers 50 39 .562 -       
San Francisco 45 43 .511 4.5   
Arizona 42 44 .488 6.5   
San Diego 40 49 .449 10      
Colorado 38 49 .437 11      

MLB results/standings
Toronto 6, Kansas City 2; Minnesota 9, Detroit 5; Chicago White Sox 5, Chicago Cubs 1; NY Mets 4,
Arizona 2; Colorado 3, Atlanta 2; Miami 14, Cincinnati 3; Tampa Bay 3, Houston 0; Oakland 5, Cleveland 4;
Washington 7, Baltimore 4; Pittsburgh 6, St. Louis 5 (14 innings); Boston 5, NY Yankees 3; San Diego 6,
Texas 5; San Francisco 8, Philadelphia 5; Milwaukee 7, LA Dodgers 1; Seattle 5, LA Angels 0.

DENVER: Colorado Rockies baserunner Nolan Arenado (left) slides safely into second base on a double against Atlanta Braves second baseman Pedro Ciriaco (right) in the fifth inning. — AP

CHICAGO: White Sox second baseman Emilio Bonifacio reacts to being hit by a pitch while
trying to bunt during the eighth inning of a baseball game against the Chicago Cubs. — AP


