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Nimesh called on other members of the National
Assembly to submit wealth disclosures to the Authority
in accordance with the law.

Rapporteur of a parliamentary panel probing the
affairs of Kuwait Investment Office in London and other
investment offices MP Madhi Al-Hajeri said members of
the panel will travel to London after the Eid holidays to
investigate alleged violations in the office.

He said that the committee will not hesitate to
uncover any deals that led to a deliberate loss or squan-
dering of public funds and also reveal the names of
people behind these deals. The committee was formed
several months ago to probe allegations of financial

wrongdoings at KIO in London and other Kuwaiti
investment offices abroad.

In another development, the public prosecution has
started interrogations in the so-called Fintas Group
whose members are accused of spreading false news
about the country’s internal situation in social media,
taking part in a group on What’sApp that made corrup-
tion accusations against members of the judiciary in
addition to the misuse of mobiles.

The public prosecution has already interrogated four
of the 13 members of the group which include four
members of the ruling family, lawyers, journalists and
others. The four members who were questioned were
released on a KD 10,000 bail each. The interrogations
are expected to continue in the coming few days. 

Iraqi parliament speaker praises Amir’s...
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He made sure everyone got his money and property back to
prove to us how serious it is to keep peoples’ money and proper-
ties intact - even those of our enemies. 

Brothers and sisters in Islam, many people have approached
me complaining that they used to give loans to some people -
sometimes people who looked very religious - but they were
shocked when those people either procrastinated or hid them-
selves when it was time to pay back the loans.  Due to the gravity
of this issue and the dire consequences awaiting those who die
before clearing their debts, I decided to share some information
with you about the issue. To be on the safe side, I advise all those
who give loans to make sure their debtors sign a contract, which
they will definitely need when it is time to pay back. No matter
how much you trust that person, he should sign against that
loan.  Allah says what can be translated as: “O you who believe!
When you contract a debt for a fixed period of time, write it
down. Let a scribe write it down in justice between you. Let not
the scribe refuse to write as Allah has taught him...” (2: 282) 

It is imperative to pay your creditors in due time:
Abu Huraira (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said: “Whoever borrows people’s
money (or any property for that matter) with the intention of
paying back, Allah will pay back on his behalf (in other words,
Allah will make it easy for him to pay back). But whoever borrows
people’s money (or property) with the intention of not paying it
back, Allah will ruin him (in other words, whatever he does with
that property, will not be blessed.” (Reported by Imam Al-Bukhari
2,387)

Prophet Muhammad (SAW) in this hadith warns us against
borrowing people’s money or any valuable asset - for that matter
- when we are certain that we can’t pay back. If you continue tak-
ing people’s property illicitly, your endeavors will be consigned to
failure. However, if your intention is good but you fail to pay back,
Allah (SWT) will find an easy way for you. Therefore, you should
be extra cautious against taking any loans. You should only bor-
row money when you need to and when you are certain that you
will definitely pay it back. Otherwise, be content with the little
that you have.  

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) would not pray for anyone who
died with a debt. 

Jaber bin Abdullah said, “Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) would
not pray for anyone who died before clearing his debts. Once a
dead person was brought to him in order to perform a funeral
prayer in his favor and the Prophet asked, ‘Is he indebted to any-
one?’ His companions responded in affirmative stating that he
owed someone two dinars. Then the Prophet (Peace Be Upon
Him) said: “Pray for your fellow.” Abu Qatadah (one of the com-
panions of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said: ‘I will pay those two
dinars on his behalf, O Messenger of Allah.’ After hearing that,
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) agreed to pray for that person. After
some time when the Muslims had liberated big pieces of land
and got a lot of booty and spoils, the Prophet said: ‘I am more
entitled to (fulfilling) the rights of every believer than he himself;
in so doing, anyone who leaves behind a debt, I will clear it on his
behalf. Conversely, whatever wealth or property anyone leaves
behind is for his heirs.’” (Al-Imam Al-Albani rated it as authentic
1,853. It was also recorded as authentic by Imam Muslim.)  

Indeed Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) came as mercy to all
mankind and Jinn. Who can undertake the responsibility of being
a guarantor to those who leave behind debts, yet isn’t interested
in their inheritance? This is sheer evidence that he was a selfless
altruist person more than any other human being ever created

by Allah (to Whom is ascribed all perfection and majesty).  
Furthermore, Abu Qatadah assumed the responsibility of pay-

ing the two dinars that a dead person owed someone so that
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) would pray for him.  Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) followed up with Abu Qatadah to make sure
that everyone got his rights. After a day, he met Abu Qatadah
and asked him: “What about the two dinars?” Abu Qatadah
replied, “The man just died yesterday,” alluding to the fact that he
still needed some time to pay the money back. The next day,
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) approached him to enquire
whether he had paid the two dinars. Abu Qatadah replied in affir-
mative, to which Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) responded, “Now
his skin is safe and tranquil from fire.” (Al-Bukhari 5, 383 and
Muslim 867) 

Many people promise to do a lot of things; if left without fol-
low-up, then they would not fulfill their promises. The issue of
debts is so sensitive, especially when the debtor is dead. Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) had to make sure that Abu Qatadah fulfilled
his promise.  Abu Qatadah himself felt sad that the indebted
dead person wouldn’t have the honor of Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) praying for him. He also hoped to please Allah (SWT) by
paying the debt of a dead person. How excellent is this attitude
and love for each other, even when someone is dead! 

Clear the debts of your deceased relative as soon as he dies: It
is very important that family members of a deceased person
clear his debts and return any property he might have borrowed
from anyone before they bury him. Otherwise, it will be trouble
for him. On the other hand, a Muslim should try his level best to
avoid borrowing money or any property unnecessarily. 

5- Rewards awaiting those who give more time to their
debtors to clear their debts

a. Abdullah bin Abi Qataadah narrated that his father - Abu
Qatadah - went out to look for his debtor because he needed his
money back. No sooner had the debtor seen him than he hid
himself. After exerting a lot of effort, he was able to meet with
him (the hiding debtor). He asked him to pay back the debt but
the man apologized saying that he was going through financial
straits. Abu Qatadah then asked him to swear by Allah if that was
true. The man swore. Then Abu Qatadah informed him that
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said: “Whoever is happy to be saved
by Allah (SWT) from the troubles and tribulations of the Day of
Judgment, then he should give more time to his debtor who is
facing financial problems to pay back, or waive part of the debt
or the whole of it.” (Recorded by Imam Muslim 1,563) 

In this hadith, Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) informs us that if
you give more time to your debtor to clear his debt or if you for-
go part of it or the whole of it, then Allah (SWT) will save you
from the tribulations and troubles of the Day of Judgment, which
will indeed be a terrible day. 

Finally, we should understand that it is dangerous to take
loans. And when we are forced by circumstances to borrow some
money or property, then we should try our level best to pay it
back because we don’t know when death will come. On the oth-
er side, if you are a creditor and your debtor laments his financial
situation, make things easy for him. If you do that, Allah will also
help you on the Day of Judgment when you will definitely need
that help. The point is that just as you need help from Allah
(SWT), you should also help others. 

Courtesy of the TIES Center. The TIES Center is the social and
educational hub for English Speaking Muslims in Kuwait. For
more information, please call 25231015 or e-mail info@ties-
center.net or visit www.tiescenter.net.

Clear your debts as soon as you can 
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The ceasefire was declared after UN chief Ban Ki-moon
received assurances from Hadi and the Huthis that it would
be respected.

The coalition said it has not received a formal request
from Hadi’s government to observe a truce, while the
rebels said before the ceasefire went into effect they had lit-
tle hope it would succeed. The United Nations has declared
Yemen a level-3 humanitarian emergency, the highest on
its scale, with nearly half the country facing a food crisis.

More than 21.1 million people-over 80 percent of
Yemen’s population-need aid, with 13 million facing food

shortages, while access to water has become difficult for
9.4 million people.

The UN says the conflict has killed more than 3,200 peo-
ple, about half of them civilians, since late March. Fighting
had intensified after the northern rebels overran the capital
unopposed in September and went on to advance on sev-
eral regions, including Aden where Hadi took refuge after
escaping house arrest in Sanaa.

Saudi Arabia formed an Arab coalition that launched
late March an air campaign to restore Hadi. The rebels are
allied with troops loyal to former president Ali Abdullah
Saleh, who stepped down in 2012 following a year of
nationwide protests against his three-decade rule. — AFP

Saudi strikes hit Yemen rebels despite...
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The senior US official declined to speculate as to the tim-
ing of any agreement or announcement but said “major
issues remain to be resolved.”

Despite the caution, the negotiators appeared to be on
the cusp of an agreement. US Secretary of State John Kerry,
who on Thursday had threatened to walk away from the
negotiations, said yesterday that “a few tough things” remain
in the way but added “we’re getting to some real decisions.”

En route to Mass at Vienna’s gothic St. Stephens Cathedral,
Kerry said twice he was “hopeful” after a “very good meeting”
Saturday with Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad
Zarif, who had Muslim services Friday. French Foreign
Minister Laurent Fabius also was cautiously optimistic, telling
reporters yesterday: “I hope that we are finally entering the
last phase of this negotiation.”

In another sign that a deal could soon be sealed, Russian
news agencies reported that Russian Foreign Minister Sergey
Lavrov had arrived in Vienna. Chinese Foreign Minister Wang
Yi was also expected later in the day. The other foreign minis-
ters of the six nations negotiating with Iran already are in the
Austrian capital and in position to join Kerry and Zarif for an
announcement.

Movement toward a deal has been marked by years of
tough negotiations. The pact is meant to impose long-term,
verifiable limits on nuclear programs that Tehran could modi-
fy to produce weapons. Iran, in return, would get tens of bil-
lions of dollars in sanctions relief.

The current round of nuclear talks is now in its 16th day
and has been extended three times since the first deadline of
June 30 was missed. The mood among negotiators had
turned more somber each time a new target date - first July
7, then July 10 and then July 13 - was set.

As the weekend approached, Kerry declared the talks
couldn’t go on indefinitely and warned that the US could
walk away from the negotiations. Diplomats familiar with the
talks said most of the nuts and bolts of implementing the
deal have been agreed upon. But over the past week, issues
that were previously on the back burner have led to new dis-
putes. Among them is Iran’s demand for a lifting of a UN
arms embargo and its insistence that any UN Security

Council resolution approving the nuclear deal be written in a
way that stops describing Iran’s nuclear activities as illegal.

A diplomat familiar with the negotiations said disagree-
ments also persist on how long some of the restrictions on
imports of nuclear technology and other embargos outlined
in any new Security Council resolution will last. The diplomat,
who demanded anonymity because the diplomat wasn’t
allowed to discuss the confidential talks, said restrictions will
last for years, not months.

Meanwhile, Iranians were preparing to celebrate in the
event of an agreement. Iran’s semi-official ISNA news agency
reported that deputy police chief Brigadier General Saeed
Montazer Al-Mahdi said the authorities are fully prepared for
such celebrations. Despite Kerry’s relatively upbeat take,
comments by Iran’s supreme leader suggested that Tehran’s
mistrust of Washington would persist no matter what the
outcome of the talks.

Iran’s state-run Press TV cited Ayatollah Ali Khamenei on
Saturday as calling the US an “excellent example of arro-
gance.” It said Khamenei told university students in Tehran to
be “prepared to continue the struggle against arrogant pow-
ers.”

His comments appeared to be a blow to US hopes that an
agreement will lead to improved bilateral relations that could
translate into increased cooperation in a common cause- the
fight against Islamic State radicals. Zarif had hinted at just
that last week, suggesting a deal acceptable to his country
will open the door to joint efforts on that front.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, a fierce oppo-
nent of what he considers a deal that is too lenient on
Tehran, said Khamenei’s comments showed that Western
powers are “caving” in to Iran even as the Islamic republic
keeps railing against them.

A nuclear deal will also face serious scrutiny from mem-
bers of Congress. Senate Foreign Relations Committee
Chairman Bob Corker said yesterday he remains skeptical
about a possible deal.

“I’m concerned about where we’re going,” the
Republican senator said on NBC’s “Meet the Press.” He
said lawmakers will review any agreement carefully to
make sure the Iranians are held accountable and that
any violations can be enforced.  — AP

Iran talks on cusp of a deal Continued from Page 1

But the potential “time-out” mentioned in yesterday’s
euro-zone draft did not refer to a specific time period.

The draft text also took note of “the possible program
financing needs of between EUR 82 and 86bn, as assessed
by the institutions”.  Facing a self-imposed Sunday dead-
line, the euro-zone’s top official, Jeroen Dijsselbloem, said
the sides have “come a long way” after two days of talks
among finance ministers, but that the final effort on “some
big issues” would be handled by euro-zone leaders in a
summit which was expected to go into the night.
Underscoring the optimism despite the often fundamental
differences among the leaders, Italian Prime Minister
Matteo Renzi said “we are very close.”

The broad outline of a deal appeared to consist of a
long series commitments from Greek Prime Minister Alexis
Tsipras to push through much of a drastic austerity pro-
gram within days, while the 18 other euro-zone leaders

would commit to start talks on a new bailout program.
In a four-page draft proposal put to euro-zone leaders

language up for discussion spoke of a potential “time out
from the euro area” for Greece if no agreement could be
found. It highlighted the increasing frustration with Greece
during five months of fruitless talks. Yesterday, doubts on
the Greek government’s commitment to implement tough
measures continued.

“The most important currency has been lost: that is
trust and reliability,” said German Chancellor Angela
Merkel, reflecting on five months of tortuous negotiations
with Athens.

In the draft document, Greece committed itself to push-
ing a first set of measures through parliament by
Wednesday. Despite the stinging conditions on pension,
market and privatization reforms, Tsipras insisted his gov-
ernment was ready to clinch a deal. “We owe that to the
peoples of Europe who want Europe united and not divid-
ed,” he said. — Agencies

Greek ‘time-out’ from euro a possible...

MEXICO CITY: Folk bands sang his praises. When he
was arrested, supporters protested in his home state.
Now that Mexican drug kingpin Joaquin “El Chapo”
Guzman has escaped again, singers may add a new
verse. Guzman, 58, nurtured a Robin Hood image in
his northwestern state of Sinaloa while running the
most powerful, and one of the most ruthless, cartels in
Mexico.

His capture in February 2014 had been a huge vic-
tory for President Enrique Pena Nieto in his battle
against organized crime after years of violence that
have left tens of thousands of people dead. But the
tables turned again on Saturday night, when Guzman
escaped from the Altiplano maximum-security prison
in central Mexico through a secret tunnel under his
cell’s shower.

The 50-by-50 centimeter (20-by-20 inch) hole was
wide enough for his small frame-his nickname means
“Shorty.” After crawling through, he fled down a 1.5-
kilometer (one-mile) long tunnel that opened into a
construction site.

The Sinaloa cartel’s legend grew after he escaped a
first time in 2001 from another prison, in western
Jalisco state, by hiding in a laundry cart.

He spent 13 years on the lam before his capture last
year, long enough to build a drug trafficking empire
that stretched around the globe. Musicians wrote folk
ballads known as “narcocorridos,” tributes to drug
capos. The mustachioed drug lord married an 18-year-
old beauty queen, Emma Coronel, in 2007 and is
believed to have 10 children with various women.

He is believed to have been brazen enough to walk
into restaurants in his state of Sinaloa, ask diners to
hand their cell phones to his bodyguards, eat calmly
and pay everyone’s tabs before leaving. He is Mexico’s
answer to Pablo Escobar, the infamous Colombian
drug lord who was a popular in his native Medellin
while terrorizing his rivals and the authorities until
police killed him in 1993.

When Mexican marines backed by US law enforce-
ment agencies captured Guzman in the Sinaloa beach
resor t of Mazatlan in Februar y 2014, his reign
appeared to be over for good.

School dropout 
Born on April 4, 1957, to a family of farmers in

Badiraguato, a Sinaloa town known as a cradle of drug

traffickers, Guzman had humble beginnings. He
dropped out of primary school to work in marijuana
and opium poppy fields as drug consumption rose in
the neighboring United States. He was recruited by
Guadalajara cartel boss Miguel Angel Felix Gallardo,
the “chief of chiefs” and a godfather of Mexico’s mod-
ern drug cartels.

Guzman’s job was to contact drug traffickers in the
Colombian cities of Medellin and Barranquilla, gaining
a valuable network of contacts to smuggle cocaine
into the United States, Europe and Asia.

After Felix Gallardo was arrested in 1989, Guzman’s
Sinaloa drug cartel began its rise as the biggest gang
in the country. A turf war ensued, with a gunfight in
1993 at the airport of Guadalajara that killed the west-
ern city’s archbishop, Cardinal Juan Jesus Posadas
Ocampo, allegedly because he was mistaken for
Guzman.

Guzman was arrested that same year in Guatemala
but escaped eight years later.

On billionaire list 
His ability to sneak tons of cocaine, heroin and mari-

juana into the United States made him “Public Enemy
Number One” in Chicago, a moniker that had been giv-
en to US prohibition-era mafia boss Al Capone. Guzman
“easily surpassed the carnage and social destruction
that was caused by Capone,” the Chicago Crime
Commission said in February 2013. He even made
Forbes magazine’s list of billionaires until he was left out
in 2013 because he was believed to have spent much of
his wealth on protection. But Guzman remained on the
Forbes list of the world’s most powerful people, stand-
ing at number 67. His time at the top was marked by
violence. His cartel became entangled in brutal turf
wars against the paramilitary-like Zetas cartel and other
gangs for years.

More than 80,000 people have died in the drug war
since 2006, when then president Felipe Calderon
deployed soldiers against gangs. More than 10,000
were killed in Ciudad Juarez alone in violence between
Sinaloa and Juarez cartel members fighting for
supremacy in the key drug corridor at the border with
the US state of Texas. Guzman’s own family has paid
dearly for his life of crime. One of his brothers was killed
in a Mexican jail in December 2004 and a son was killed
in a Culiacan shopping center in May 2008. — AFP

With new escape,
Guzman’s legend grows

MEXICO CITY: Federal policemen inspect a pipe under construction by the Altiplano prison in Almoloya de
Juarez, Mexico yesterday. Mexican drug lord Joaquin “El Chapo” Guzman has escaped from a maximum-
security prison, the government said, his second jail break in 14 years.— AFP


