
By Thomas Beaumont and Sergio Bustos

Flush with almost $100 million, a group
supporting Republican Jeb Bush’s presi-
dential ambitions is plowing ahead on a

parallel campaign, promising to use its
immense resources in a way that is untested
but could revolutionize presidential politics.

Bush’s campaign reported Thursday that it
raised $11.4 million in just six days, while an
allied super PAC, Right to Rise America, raised
$103 million during the first six months of the
year and had $98 million on hand.

A picture began to emerge Friday about
how the groups would work in concert, yet
without formal coordination to spend their
extraordinary haul in the face of federal laws
that limit their communication. Interviews
with Bush campaign aides, Right to Rise staff
and donors to both groups revealed plans for
Bush’s campaign to set the tone on policy and
political messaging backed by the super PAC,
which is poised to use multiplatform advertis-
ing directed at target audiences to amplify his
message.

At the same time, Bush will pursue “an
aggressive fundraising schedule” to help even
the fundraising disparity between the formal
campaign and Right to Rise, said spokesman
Tim Miller.

“We’re two weeks into the campaign,”
Miller said. “We’ve started the process of rais-
ing hard dollars necessary to run a grassroots
campaign that combines our political efforts
in the early states and beyond, a robust digital
effort that promotes Jeb and his brand online,
and allows him to travel the country and
spread his message.”

The team is not expected to begin pouring
money into television ads right away. While
the campaign has made modest early invest-
ments in online ads, it’s not expected to begin
making more serious buys in early state TV
ads this month. Those campaigns that have
made such moves in recent days - among
them Ohio Gov. John Kasich and Louisiana
Gov. Bobby Jindal - are working to boost their
profiles to help qualify for next month’s open-
ing debate, a problem Bush doesn’t have.

Bush’s campaign is bound by federally
mandated campaign contribution limits - no
more than $5,400 per person for the primaries
and general election combined. Meanwhile,
the super PAC can raise unlimited dollars,
though it cannot coordinate activities with
Bush’s campaign.

That’s why Bush, before he announced his
candidacy, tapped his most trusted adviser,
Sally Bradshaw, to lead the campaign and his
longtime political and advertising strategist to
run the super PAC.

Most valuable asset
Bush’s campaign will include the typical

trappings of a modern campaign, with voter
outreach, advertising, polling and, of course, a
campaign’s most valuable asset, the candi-
date’s time.  But Murphy, for now at least, has
a vastly larger budget.

Right to Rise will develop Internet, mobile
and television advertising by following close-
ly what Bush says in public, according to
aides who spoke on the condition of
anonymity to discuss private strategy.

With a small staff - a handful now and no
more than a dozen long-term - Murphy’s
team is planning an elaborate data-gathering
system to help determine, based on polling,
how the group will deploy advertising in early
voting states and perhaps swing-voting gen-
eral election states this year.

At the same time, the former Florida gov-
ernor’s team is forging ahead with aggressive
new fundraising efforts to target smaller-dol-
lar donors, whose support represents the
everyday voters Bush needs once voting
begins in less than seven months.

In announcing its fundraising Thursday,
Right to Rise said it had about 9,400 donors
who had given $25,000 or less, and about 500
who’d given more. Having made its mark in
the big-money chase, the Bush campaign is
focusing now on finding and cultivating small
donors - people who would chip in $25 or so
a few times over the Internet.

Separately, Jay Zeidman, a Houston-based
fundraiser for Bush, said the campaign is
focused on continuing to build on its initial
$11.4 million because “those dollars are very,
very important. It’s the front lines, the boots
on the ground. The campaign is definitely
front and center now.”

Wealthy donors
Bush’s early fundraising success has yet to

scare any challenger from the race. Other
Republicans are attempting to echo Bush’s
operation. None, however, is expected to
come close to the total Bush’s team amassed
in the first half of 2016.

The strategy is the outgrowth of court
decisions in 2010 that led to the creation of
the super PAC. These groups are allowed to
raise unlimited sums from wealthy donors
and conduct political advocacy, as long as
they do not coordinate their work with a can-
didate’s campaign organization.

Campaign finance watchdog groups are
keeping close tabs on the interaction of presi-
dential campaigns and super PACS. Fred
Wertheimer, president of Democracy 21,
which advocates for stricter campaign
finance regulations, said he sees serious red
flags.

“It’s obviously clear that the super PAC is,
in fact, the Bush campaign committee,”
Wertheimer said. “Our view is that it’s an ille-
gal scheme.”

Democracy 21, he said, has sent a letter to
the Justice Department demanding a crimi-
nal investigation of the Bush campaign and
others who are “tied at the hip” with super
PACS. —AP
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They arrive full of hope and ambition to idyllic Greek
islands, having fled war and other perils. However,
once in Athens the migrants from Syria, Afghanistan

and Iraq discover a country in crisis with little to offer
them. At 6 am, with the sun rising over the Athens port of
Piraeus, hundreds of grateful migrants disembark from
ferries in the midst of summer holidaymakers.

Despite their fatigue, the relief is palpable among the
migrants made up of relatively young men, but also fami-
lies whose only luggage is a sleeping bag and a back-
pack.

Some take selfies on their mobile phones to record
their arrival. Among them is Hisham Mohy Al Deen, 37, a
Palestinian from Syria and former UN employee. Beside
him are his wife Wallaa, looking exhausted, and their three
daughters-the youngest just a few months old.

Deen says he is happy to be in Greece and wants “to
find a new life far from the war”.

Two weeks earlier the family set foot on the Greek
island of Lesbos, in the Aegean Sea, around 20 kilometres
(12 miles) from the west coast of Turkey where they had
embarked. Having originally left from Damascus, Deen
and his family spent six days at a camp on Lesbos sleeping
under the stars.

They eventually received a month’s visa and were invit-
ed to take the boat to Athens. No one was waiting for
them there except for Vodafone employees selling inter-
national telephone cards.

Nearby Daha Alwakil, 32, is having a coffee. He left his
wife and two children in Baghdad, bringing with him only
10-year-old Yassin.

“We came by boat from Turkey. Everyone came by
boat,” he said. “Now I feel free.” An hour later, word of
mouth brings the new arrivals to Omonia Square in cen-
tral Athens, where a huge “Welcome to Greece” banner
covers the front of a building. There, small groups of
dishevelled newcomers rest or seek information from
migrants who arrived before them.

Lack of housing  
Refugees with enough funds seek hotel rooms, others

knock on the doors of charities and housing associations
or set about looking for a ride to Macedonia. Nancy
Retinioti, who works for Doctors Without Borders, says the
Greek system for handling new arrivals is completely over-
whelmed.

“ There are only around 1,000 housing units for
refugees in Greece. That’s not enough.” More than 69,000
migrants reached Greece in the first half of this year,
dwarfing the 43,500 who came throughout the whole of
2014, according to the UN refugee agency.

And the numbers are increasing each month: 1,700 in
January, 13,500 in April and 24,400 in June, with most
people coming from Syria. But the debt and austerity cri-
sis menacing ordinary Greeks is also hitting the migrants.
“Before, those who gained refugee status could get a
work permit. That’s been ended,” Retinioti said. “Under the
law they have access to the health system but they are
facing administrative and language barriers. On top of
that some doctors are demanding money to treat them,
which is illegal,” she added.

Yannis Kalyvopoulos, a psychologist with Doctors
Without Borders, said most of the migrants he came
across were suffering from post-traumatic stress and
depression.  “Many of the children have lost their parents
or their relatives. They are traumatized, they’ve got sleep-
ing problems.” If they remain in such uncertain conditions,
he warned “that will increase their symptoms. If they are
in an environment that supports them, they will more eas-
ily integrate in their new country.”

According to his colleague Retinioti, many have
already made up their minds. “These people are no longer
seeking asylum in Greece. With the crisis they cannot see
a future here,” she says. Three days after their arrival, Deen
is no longer answering his phone. He and his family have
moved on in search of brighter prospects. —AFP
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HUDSON: Republican presidential candidate former Florida Governo Jeb Bush speaks during a town hall meeting in
Hudson. —AP
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“We don’t sleep, everybody’s worried,” a
Greek pensioner said. With their future
being decided thousands of kilometres

(miles) away in Brussels by euro-zone officials and EU
leaders, ordinary people in Greece were split between
fear and fatalism, questions swirling in their minds.
Will Greece get its bailout? Or will Germany and
Finland block its rescue, sending the nation crashing
out of the euro?

“Getting an agreement will be really difficult,” said
Angelos Panolas, a young unemployed man. “I don’t
see the European partners giving a gift to Greece.” A
pensioner, Yannis Theodoridis, remarked that the last
few days have been “very hard,” particularly given he
had been unable to withdraw his full pension from
the bank due to capital controls rationing with-
drawals.

Daily limits from ATMs are capped at 60 euros ($67)
and the expectation is they will run dry any day now
unless the European Central Bank is persuaded-by a
nascent bailout agreement-to inject emergency funds
into Greece’s banks. Failing that, many worry that
Greece could be forced to start printing its own mon-
ey, or perhaps even go back to its pre-euro currency,
the drachma.

“If we go back to the drachma it’s all over, it will be
a catastrophe and there wil l  be no way back ,”
Theodoridis said.  “It’s a very difficult situation we’re
in-we don’t sleep, everybody’s worried, there’s no
money, the banks are closed.”

‘Not good for anybody’ 
Irini Karanasiou, a 77-year-old Greek woman, com-

plained that some euro-zone nations were being too
hard on the Greek government. “But at the same time,
the Greeks are also responsible for the situation

they’re in” because “we weren’t ready to negotiate
from the start”. That said, she didn’t want to think of
Grexit as a reality. “It won’t be good for anybody-not
just us, but it also won’t be good for Europe.”

Katerina, a 23-year-old tour guide, saw malice in the
way her country was being treated. “I  think our
European partners are being really tough with us and
with what they are saying about us. They want to show
Greece in a bad light and make fun of us,” she said.

Nikos, a pensioner, was blunter about Finland,
which, with Germany, has openly come out opposing
any new bailout for Greece. “If we see ‘Made in Finland’
on a product, we won’t buy it. Those people are so
cold, they’re the ones who should leave Europe.”

Some embraced hope despite the odds. Such as
Antonis, a taxi driver who believed a deal would be
struck no matter what. “They (the creditors) say yes,
they say no-it’s just to scare people. But in the end,
they’ll sign,” he said. —AFP

Greece teeters between fear and fatalism


