
BELGRADE: The attack on the Serbian prime minister
Saturday in Bosnia that marred Srebrenica massacre
commemorations exposed the deep divisions still lin-
gering decades after the Balkans’ interethnic wars
ended.  Regional leaders and media condemned the
attack which saw premier Aleksandar Vucic chased
from the memorial for the 1995 slaughter of some
8,000 Muslims, by a bottle and stone throwing mob.
Serbian President Tomislav Nikolic said yesterday that
the incident recalled the run-up to the bloody 1990s
conflict in Bosnia that killed 100,000 people. “No one
should remain indifferent towards the savagery of
this incident which recalls those of 1992”, Nikolic said
in a statement.

Nikolic added Vucic was attacked because he
came “with his hand extended in a gesture of recon-
ciliation.”  The premier earlier told reporters in
Belgrade he was not hurt by a stone that hit him in
the mouth and that only his glasses were broken in
the attack. Vucic had just laid a flower at a monument
for thousands of the massacre victims buried there
when the crowd started to chant ‘Allahu Akbar’ (God
is Great) and began hurling stones, forcing the prime
minister to run for cover shielded by his bodyguards.
Serbia’s Vecernji Novosti daily wrote yesterday that
the “stone that hit Vucic in Srebrenica only further
deteriorated already fragile ties between Serbia and
Bosnia.” Meanwhile Bosnian papers condemned the
incident, saying that it overshadowed the commemo-
ration of the massacre, the worst in Europe since
World War II.

It “caused irreparable damage to those who least
deserved it-Muslim victims of a genocide,” comment-
ed the influential Dnevni Avaz daily.

Bosnia’s Grand Mufti Husein Kavazovic voiced
hope that despite the attack the Serbian prime minis-
ter would continue to act for “needed reconciliation
between Muslims and Serbs, and turning of a new
page” between the two peoples.

Fragile inter-ethnic ties
Vucic had earlier condemned the “monstrous

crime” in Srebrenica, where the thousands of Muslim
boys and men were murdered by Serb forces who
had captured the eastern Bosnian town in July 1995
as the war neared an end.

However, the form ultranationalist who turned
into a pro-European advocate stopped short of call-
ing it a genocide, as the killing has been described by

international courts. Serbia and Bosnian Serbs have
refused to call the massacre a genocide. Earlier this
month Western powers clashed with Russia on the
topic when Moscow-after lobbying by Serbia and
Bosnian Serbs-vetoed a draft UN resolution submit-
ted by Britain which called for the Security Council to
recognise the Srebrenica mass killing as genocide.
The angry reaction in the crowd of mourners
Saturday may also indicate that Vucic’s ultranational-
ist past has not been forgotten.

In the 1990s he told Serbian lawmakers that “for
every Serb killed we will kill 100 Muslims.” A giant
banner bearing those words and Vucic’s name was
visible in the crowd. Belgrade labelled the attack an
assassination attempt and Nikolic said it “clearly

shows the opinion of Serbs held by certain Muslim
politicians and religious leaders.” The confrontations
also did nothing to strengthen the fragile interethnic
relations within Bosnia, which remains deeply divided
along ethnic and religious since the 1990s war.
Bosnian Serb leader Milorad Dodik slammed the
“attack against Serbian people.”  Bosnia’s presidency
strongly condemned the attack and apologised to “all
foreign delegations”, while EU foreign policy chief
Federica Mogherini said it “went against the spirit of
this day of remembrance.” However, a prominent
Bosnian political analyst Dragan Bursac said the
motive for Vucic’s visit was not to pay respect to the
victims but rather to please the European Union,
which his country hopes to join. —AFP
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ROME: Italian Prime Minister Matteo Renzi has hailed
Egyptian President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi as the only
leader who can “save” Egypt, after a deadly car bomb
attack on Rome’s consulate in Cairo.

He also vowed that Italy would not be “intimidat-
ed” after Saturday’s attack claimed by the Islamic State
group that killed one civilian and injured nine more
people. “I think al-Sisi is a great leader,” Renzi said in an
interview with Al-Jazeera television broadcast yester-

day. “Let me be very frank. In this moment Egypt will
be saved only with the leadership of al-Sisi,” Renzi said
in English. “This is my personal position and I am
proud of my friendship with him and I will support
him in the direction of peace because the
Mediterranean without Egypt will be absolutely a
place without peace.” Speaking to Sisi on Saturday
after the consulate bombing, Renzi said the two coun-
tries will stand together “in the fight against terrorism

and fanaticism”. The attack was the first on a foreign
mission in Egypt since jihadists began a campaign
against the country’s security forces two years ago fol-
lowing a crackdown on Islamists. Asked by La
Repubblica newspaper about possible reasons Italy
was targeted, Renzi said he would not play a “guessing
game”. “Attacks like this can have random aspects, to
show the logistical ability to hit a Western nation,” he
told the paper. “One thing is for sure, Italy must react

with quiet steadfastness. We will not allow ourselves
to be intimidated.” Sisi, the former army chief who
ousted Islamist president Mohamed Morsi in July
2013, has come under fire from rights groups over the
deadly Islamist crackdown as well as increasing
restrictions on media freedom.

Renzi also told Al-Jazeera it was “absolutely impor-
tant” for Egypt to ensure a free media and to enable
journalists to work in safety. — AFP

Italy PM hails Egypt’s Sisi as ‘great leader’

ASUNCION: Pope Francis put into practice his
insistence that the world’s poor not be left on
the margins of society by visiting a flood-prone
slum outside Asuncion yesterday to offer resi-
dents a word of encouragement on the final day
of his three-country South American tour.

Francis drew cheers when he opened his
remarks by saying he couldn’t have left Paraguay
without visiting Banado Norte, “without being
on YOUR land.”

Many residents of Banado Norte are squatters
on municipal land who have come from rural
areas in the northeastern part of the country
where farmland has been increasingly bought
up by Brazilians and multi-national companies.
Residents argue they should be given title to the
land because they have worked to make it habit-
able with little help from the city.

“We built our neighborhoods piece by piece,
we made them livable despite the difficulties of
the terrain, the rising of the river and despite
public authorities who either ignored us or were
hostile to us,” resident Maria Garcia told the
pope. Francis has referred frequently during his

week-long trip tour of South America to the
plight of the region’s landless poor, encouraging
them to work together. Yesterday, he said he
wanted to visit Banado Norte, a neighborhood
of shacks of plywood and corrugated metal on
the banks of the River Paraguay, to encourage
their faith despite the difficulties they encounter.
In addition to the lack of services, heavy rains
regularly burst the Paraguay River banks and
turn Banado Norte’s dirt roads into impassable
pools of mud.

Dignified life
Francis said he wanted “to see your faces,

your children, your elderly, and to hear about
your experiences and everything you went
through to be here, to have a dignified life and a
roof over your heads, to endure the bad weather
and the flooding of these last few weeks.”

Some of the estimated 100,000 residents
shrieked as Francis walked by, reaching out to
touch his white cassock and snap a photo with
their cellphones.

“Now I can die peacefully,” said Francisca de

Chamorra, an 82-year-old widow who moved to
the shanty in 1952. “It’s a miracle that a pope has
come to this muddy place.” Francis has spent
much of the past week - and before that much of
his pontificate - railing about the injustices of
the global capitalist system that he says idolizes
money over people, demanding instead a new
economic model where the Earth’s resources are
distributed equally among all.

“Putting bread on the table, putting a roof
over the heads of one’s children, giving them
health and an education - these are essential for
human dignity, and business men and women,
politicians, economists, must feel challenged in
this regard,” Francis told a gathering of business
leaders, politicians, labor union leaders and oth-
er civil society groups on Saturday evening. “I ask
them not to yield to an economic model which
is idolatrous, which needs to sacrifice human
lives on the altar of money and profit.”

After touring Banado Norte, Francis cele-
brates an open-air Mass in a tropical field out-
side Asuncion and meets with young people
before returning to Rome. — AP

Pope wraps up S America tour 

with visit to Paraguay slum

Francis offers residents a word of encouragement 

ASUNCION: Pope Francis waves as he arrives on the popemobile to the Metropolitan Cathedral in Asuncion on Saturday. Pope Francis brought his mes-
sage of equality to Paraguay Friday, on the third and final stop of a South America tour that has burnished his reputation as a powerful voice for the
downtrodden. — AFP 

BRUSSELS: Former French President and President of French right-wing opposition
party Les Republicains Nicolas Sarkozy (C) arrives for a meeting of European Popular
Parties (EPP), yesterday, in Brussels, on the sidelines of an EU summit on the Greek
crisis. — AFP Srebrenica attack shows 

Balkan wounds still run deep

MUKACHEVO: Police officers secure the area near the western Ukrainian city of Mukachevo
yesterday, where at least two people were killed Saturday in a gun and grenade attack in
involving the country’s notorious nationalist militia Right Sector, but details of the violence
remained confused. Police had surrounded some gunmen in a wooded area of Mukachevo and
were trying to negotiate their peaceful surrender, a statement from the regional prosecutor’s
office said. — AP

DAR ES SALAAM: Tanzania’s ruling party
yesterday anointed government minister
John Magufuli as its candidate for presiden-
tial elections due to be held in October, par-
ty officials said. Magufuli, 55 and currently
the east African nation’s minister of works,
will be widely expected to succeed
President Jakaya Kikwete, who will be step-
ping down after his second and final term.

“I am proud of our candidate, he is a very
hardworking man and I am certain he will
be the best president,” Kikwete said after
ballots were counted in Tanzania’s adminis-
trative capital of Dodoma.

“He is a no nonsense man. We hope he
will help the country to conquer poverty,
fight graft and indiscipline.”

Presidential, parliamentary and local
polls are due to take place on October 25.
The ruling Chama Cha Mapinduzi (CCM)
party has been in power since modern
Tanzania was formed in 1964, and currently
has two-thirds of seats in parliament.

The party said Magufuli scored 87 per-
cent of the votes, beating off Justice
Minister Asha-Rose Migiro, a former UN
deputy secretary general and ex-foreign
minister, and Amina Salum Ali, currently the
African Union’s ambassador to Washington.
Magufuli had not initially been seen as a
frontrunner, but was among three shortlist-
ed from a field of nearly 40 other candidates
that included Vice-President Mohamed
Bilal, Prime Minister Mizengo Pinda, and for-
mer prime ministers Edward Lowassa and
Frederick Sumaye.

“I am profoundly overwhelmed by the
results,” Magufuli said. “But I promise to give
the CCM a resounding victory in October. I
also promise to serve all Tanzanians to the
best of my ability in line with the law of the
land and spirit of good governance.”

Magufuli also named Samia Suluhu
Hassan, a state minister, as his running

mate. She comes from semi-autonomous
Zanzibar, in line with the country’s constitu-
tion that stipulates if the president hails
from the mainland, the vice-president must
be from the semi-autonomous archipelago.

More organised opposition? 
Tanzania, with over 50 million people, is

east Africa’s most populous country, with
economic growth of more than seven per-
cent, according to the World Bank.

Despite advances, the country remains
very poor by regional and international
standards, the World Bank says, with agri-
culture the key sector, providing a quarter
of gross domestic product and employing
three-quarters of the population.

The government has also been criticised
for failing to stamp out rampant corruption,
and conservationists also say the number of
elephants being slaughtered for ivory by
poachers is among the highest anywhere
on the continent. Opposition politicians
have meanwhile started the process of
seeking party nominations for the presiden-
tial race. Ibrahim Lipumba of the Civic
United Front (CUF) will be making his fifth
attempt to become president of Tanzania,
having lost to Benjamin Mkapa in 1995 and
2000, and Kikwete in 2005 and 2010. 

Some however believe the opposition
could do better this time if they manage to
unite. The opposition said in October it
would present single candidates at all lev-
els, something analyst Nicodemus Minde
from the International Law and Policy
Institute (ILPI) said could provide “tough
opposition”.

“There is no doubt that CCM remains an
experienced grand old party, whose history
and formation resonate with the ideals of
Tanzania as a nation,” Minde said, but noted
the party had been beset by “corruption
scandals and internal schisms”. — AFP
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Chad warns on veil ban 
N’DJAMENA: Chadian police yesterday
warned that anyone found wearing the Muslim
full-face veil would be arrested, after a Boko
Haram suicide bombing in the capital left 15
dead. Saturday’s attack in a bustling N’Djamena
market by a man disguised as a woman in a
full-face veil also injured 80 and spread panic
across the city. “This attack just confirms that a
ban” on the full-face veil was justified, national
police spokesman Paul Manga said, adding
that “it now must be respected more than ever
by the entire population.” “Anyone who does
not obey the law will be automatically arrested
and brought to justice,” he warned. The bomber

detonated his explosives belt when he was
stopped for security checks at the entrance to
the city’s main market. Muslim-majority Chad
banned the full-face veil, ramped up security
measures and bombed militant positions in
Nigeria last month after the first ever Boko
Haram attack in its capital. Security was tight-
ened across the dry and dusty capital yesterday
with police and soldiers deployed in all areas,
including intersections, markets and mosques.
Nine of the dead were women traders, and fear
still permeated the market yesterday. “What
was happening elsewhere and what we heard
about from media reports is now happening
here,” said Zenaba, a woman trader in her for-
ties. “I’m really scared for me and my children,”
she said.

Spanish nursing 
home fire

MADRID: A fire swept through a nursing
home early yesterday outside Spain’s north-
eastern city of Zaragoza, killing eight elderly
residents and injuring 12 other people, offi-
cials said. Regional Interior Ministry
spokesman Gustavo Alcalde said 11 residents
of the Santa Fe home and one of its caretak-
ers were hospitalized. He said the cause of
the fire was being investigated. One man
with serious burns was in critical condition in
the intensive care unit of a local hospital,
regional health spokesman Sebastian Celeya
said, adding the others were suffering from
smoke inhalation. The fire appears to have
started in a first floor bedroom of the three-
story building, fire brigade spokesman Carlos
Carilla said. The fire department had received
a phone call from a person asking for help in
evacuating elderly people who said a mat-
tress had caught on fire. Celaya said the
occupant of the bedroom where the fire
looks to have started had died as well as a
next-door neighbor, and those in bedrooms
directly above died from smoke inhalation.
Alcalde praised the rapid response by fire
and police officials but called it “a very sad
day” in Zaragoza.

Woman left in UK 
car crash dies

LONDON: A British woman who spent
three days waiting for help after being
critically injured in a car crash that
killed her boyfriend has herself died,
her brother announced yesterday.
Lamara Bell, 25, was found in a car on
Wednesday off a motorway near
Stirling in Scotland and taken to hospi-
tal. “My sister just passed away,” her
brother Martin Bell wrote on Facebook.
Her boyfriend John Yuill, 28, was killed
in the July 5 crash, which was reported
to the police but was not followed up
for 72 hours.  An investigation is under
way. Police Scotland Chief Constable
Stephen House last week apologised
to the relatives of the two victims. “We
are all deeply saddened by the news of
Lamara Bell’s death this morning and I
would personally like to express my
deepest sympathies to her family and
friends for their loss,” House said. “We
will continue to cooperate fully with
the police investigations and review
commissioner as they undertake their
investigation into the circumstances of
this tragic incident.”


