
F r o m  t he  A r a bic  pr e s s
MONDAY, JULY 13, 2015

Many people have neither the ability nor the time
to do research or even to verify the validity of
whatever they hear. They simply form opinions

based on those of some ignorant people or even falsely
accuse specialized scientists without scrutinizing such sto-
ries, and take those opinions as excuses. We do believe
that except for Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), nobody’s
opinion is non-negotiable. Therefore, those who make
certain judgments are rewarded for it and judgments
made by scientists are trustworthy ones that can never be
considered wrong or provoke to do anything wrong.  

Blaming some scientists or scholars whenever some-
thing goes wrong without having minimal knowledge of
sharia jurisprudence or other related sciences is absolutely
unfair, especially when some people go as far as question-
ing the science, the person or even pin false accusations at
them though they have spent their life in quest for knowl-
edge and science with the aim of providing us with the
simplest explanations and interpretations that would help
us worship Allah. In Surat Al-Tawba, Almighty Allah says:
“And the believers should not all go out to fight. Of every
troop of them, a party only should go forth, that they
(who are left behind) may gain sound knowledge in reli-
gion, and that they may warn their folk when they return
to them, so that they may beware”( Al-Tawba 122). 

We recently heard many rumors accusing some schol-
ars of promoting tumults and calling for disagreeing with
the majority of Muslims. Such accusations are either based
on false and incorrect explanations of some of their fatwas
and opinions or failing to understand those opinions, and
thus these scholars are being used as scapegoats. 

Reading about one of the greatest Muslim scholars,
Sheikh-ul-islam Ibn Taimiya, we find that his life was spent
in quest for science. He was the first to hold the title of
‘Sheikh-ul-islam’. He was famous for hadith, jurisprudence,
philosophy, logic, astronomy, math and algebra. He wrote
many books and many scholars, such as Ibn Al-Qayyem,
were apprenticed by him.

The main reason for tumults is misinterpretation of
Islam and Muslim scholars’ fatwas and opinions by some
people to achieve their own goals. So, for the sake of not
slandering the names of those great scholars, let us not
use their name as excuses for our mistakes. 

—Translated by Kuwait Times 

Making 
excuses

Al-Anbaa

By Dr Mutlaq Al-Qarawi

Al-Jarida

Awhile ago, electricity was disconnected for
only one hour, but that was enough to fill all
social media networks with grumbling and

complaints as if it is impossible for us to suffer from
blackouts and that this does not happen in most
countries. We seem to keep forgetting that even
planets and stars that are
controlled and run by divine
powers suffer from eclipses.
In addition, those planets
may suffer from natural dis-
asters such as floods, tor-
rents and earthquakes. 

If only those complainers
would remember that they
themselves are but individ-
ual parts of a larger system and focus more on self-
reform, things would be far much better for every-
one. We are all parts and segments of a larger system
and if these parts are good enough, the entire sys-
tem will be so. If only we scrutinize each price of
information we receive through social media before

sharing it with others, we would then have less criti-
cism, lies and rumors. Many Internet stories are mere
lies and rumors that have been viciously and merci-
lessly designed for evil reasons. 

Just like satisfaction, exasperation is a collective
mental state that may dominate an entire society.

One may find a society that
is full of satisfaction, accept-
ance, tolerance and busy
despite poverty and natural
disasters. On the other
hand, a society like ours
here in Kuwait is mainly
dominated by grumbling,
dissatisfaction and com-
plaining. Many of the citi-

zens have become experts in expressing malcontent,
grumpiness and dissatisfaction, focusing only on the
dark side of things despite its insignificance com-
pared to the bright ones in an oil-rich state that pro-
vides its ‘grumbling’ citizens with all forms of free
care! —Translated by Kuwait Times

Complainers
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By Salah Al-Sayer

For those who do not know the meaning of infor-
mation, in a few simple lines, information is a mir-
ror that reflects the society and is a basic element

for any society that wants to be civilized and advanced. 
If we read the studies on the importance of informa-

tion, we find that all are unanimous in saying that infor-
mation is an effective factor, whether positively or neg-
atively, on the individual and the society. And that is
information and this is what we seek in our column.

The Arab society, not only that in Kuwait, suffers
from severe poverty when it comes to information and
how to use information to carry out the sense of identi-
ty. Some people may say that we are demanding ideal-
ism and demanding censorship moulds, but here we
tell them “no.”

When our societies are hit with paralysis and sterility
because of terrorism, information should immediately
interfere through idealism and bringing back the
moulds to reduce the clowning and degeneration that
is broadcasted through channels, be it government or
private. Yet the question remains, where do we start?

Correction and guidance does not come through
talk shows, not through repeated documentaries and
other methods that may be thought to agree with our
era. And this is ‘idealism’ and ‘moulds’ rejected by many
viewers, which they do not watch; and my words join
that rejection, because the idealism and moulds that
we want out of our information are the conveyance of
the truth through all that is new, modern and liked by
the viewer. For example, we did not see simplified and
short musicals that promote national unity and sup-
ported by government bodies. Another example, we
have not seen talk shows that speak with the reality of
the street and interact with the public and take their
opinions and suggestions of our lived reality at the time
so that the programs can become an outlet for them
and the popular opinions and suggestions is reacted
upon by the concerned authorities. Many ideas in the
world of information, for those who know what the
word media means, are built on strengthening the
national feeling and working on developing national
unity.

Last but not the least, we did not see or hear a pro-
gram during this difficult stage the Arab nation is going
through, and I mean Kuwait in particular, that speaks of
the hardships Kuwait went through to become
reminders for Kuwaitis.

Finally, on August 2, the anniversary of the Iraqi inva-
sion of Kuwait, we hope from you, the information min-
ister, that this gets your administrative and govern-
ment’s interest; and stay away from the old and familiar
movies that have become a used up information mate-
rial that are not seen or heard anymore.

—Translated by Kuwait Times 

Information and
national unity
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Crime
R e p o r t

Fugitive drives
under the influence

KUWAIT: A citizen was recently arrested for driving
through a red traffic light, said security sources. The man
was found driving under the influence of drugs, and was
discovered to be wanted for arrest over seven different
cases, the sources added. 

Officer insulted

A traffic policeman reported that a citizen who he
had ticketed for a traffic violation insulted him and
refused to show his driver’s license and registration
before he drove off from the scene. A case was filed
and further investigations are in progress. 

Public indecency

Mubarak Al-Kabeer security forces recently arrested a
citizen and his girlfriend while they were sharing a
‘moment of intimacy’ inside his vehicle in a parking, as
described by a security source. They were charged with
public indecency.

Roommates fight

An Egyptian man recently sustained head injuries in
a fight with his compatriot roommate, said security
sources. Case papers indicate that a man reported
to Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh police station with a medical
report of head injuries he said he received from his
roommate. The man explained that he was sleeping
when his roommate was watching TV putting the
volume up too high. When he asked him to keep it
down, they both argued before their argument
escalated into a fight. A case was field and further
investigations are in progress. 

Extremist speech

Car theft

A citizen reported that someone stole his vehicle when
he left it after it had broken down along the fifth ring
road opposite Jabriya. The man said that he had left his
sports-utility-vehicle (SUV) when it broke down and
went to fetch technical help, but it was nowhere to be
found when he returned. 
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KD 50 max pay 
increase for expats 

to be changed
KUWAIT: The Manpower Public Authority is expected to
change an order approved recently and sets the maximum
annual salary increase an expatriate worker could receive
at KD 50. The step comes as part of measures to amend a
number of existing regulations and improve the labor mar-
ket’s quality, Al-Rai daily reported yesterday quoting
informed sources.

The Ministr y of Social  Affairs and Labor had
announced the maximum salary increase cap last month
based on a request from the Interior Ministry’s General
Traffic Department. The idea was to help reduce traffic
jams and issuance of driver’s licenses to expatriates, as
well as prevent manipulation in which some people
change their job titles or salary in the application to
receive a driver’s license. Expatriates in Kuwait must have
a college degree and a minimum of KD 600 to obtain a
driver’s license, but there are exception given to people
working in certain jobs such as engineers, journalists and
company representatives.

The exact details about the expected amendments are
not clear yet, but the sources who spoke on the condition
of anonymity said that they are likely to provide more flexi-
bility bearing in mind the varying educational levels and
fields of work among the expatriate labor force. “Applying
the KD 50 maximum increase generally and forcing it on
expatriates in all job fields is illogical,” the sources admit-
ted. On the other hand, they said that the amendments are
expected to contain restrictions to prevent exploitation,
saying for example that “it is illogical for a work permit to
be submitted with a job title as a ‘building janitor’ and a
monthly salary of KD 700.” —Al-Rai

KUWAIT: Gulf Bank recently sponsored
Al Rayah’s freshmen orientation event
which took place at Zomorruda
Ballroom. The orientation event was
held to welcome over 500 students
who were recently accepted in univer-
sities in the United Kingdom and
Ireland through the Ministry of Higher
Education Scholarships. 

The event was attended by
Matthew Lodge, British Ambassador to
Kuwait, and included several work-
shops and booths that introduced dif-
ferent cities and course majors in the
UK and Ireland. The

Al Rayah serves all Kuwaiti students
pursuing education in the United
Kingdom and Ireland. It helps
strengthen collaborative ties and
friendship among them by offering
academic, cultural and national pro-
grams geared towards facilitating their
education years away from home.  

Gulf Bank’s sponsorship of this
event as well as other student activities
and events in the UK and Ireland are

part of its continued commitment
towards society. It also stems from its
corporate social responsibility strategy
and continued participation in various
social activities and initiatives that sup-
port Kuwait youth and help them
achieve their dreams while creating a
collaborative effort, raising awareness
and solidifying relationships among

society’s various categories. 
Gulf Bank is fully committed to

suppor ting and developing the
youth through a wide variety of
social activities and events, educa-
tion and development initiatives. For
more details about these initiatives,
please visit the bank’s bilingual web-
site www.e-gulfbank.com. 

Gulf Bank sponsors Al Rayah’s
freshman orientation event

KD 15,000 robbery

An Indian man living in Salmiya reported that uniden-
tified robbers had broken into his apartment and
stole KD 3000 in cash, 250 grams of gold, a diamond
necklace and a diamond watch. The man estimated
the stolen items value at KD 15,000. A case was filed
and investigations are ongoing. A building janitor
also reported that someone had broken into his room
and stolen KD 2,160 in cash. The man explained that
the money was part of the rent he had just collected.
A case was filed. — Al-Rai, Al-Anbaa

Burgan Bank announces
value account draw winner 

KUWAIT: Burgan Bank today announced Ranjan Saman
Kumara as the winner of its Value Account draw.  The lucky
winner received the prize from Haneen Al Rumaihi, Assistant
General Manager, Marketing and Product Development.  

The Value Account has been re-launched with more
added value features that have been designed for expatriates
living in Kuwait. Account holders can now obtain a free credit
card for one year, apply for a loan, and receive a chance to
win KD 4,000 on a quarterly basis.  All expatriates with
salaries of KD 150 and above are eligible to be a Value
account holder.

Burgan Bankís renewed Value account presents a range of
merchant discounts to the clients. Opening a Value account is
simple, customers are required to visit their nearest Burgan
Bank branch, or simply call the bankís Call Center 1804080 for
more details. For further information visit www.burgan.com.


