
SUNDAY, JULY 12, 2015

l if e st yle
F e a t u r e s

Taylor Swift was a true all-American girl at
her concert as she honored the US
women’s soccer team by bringing them

onstage. Fresh off their World Cup champi-
onship, the players joined Swift on Friday night
during “Style” at the MetLife Stadium in East
Rutherford, New Jersey. Four of the players are
from New Jersey. Concertgoers screamed
loudly for the players, who waved two
American flags and sang along to Swift’s hit
song. They also brought their trophy and let
the singer hold it. “I wanna hold it one more
time,” Swift said. They huddled like a team at
the end of the performance, and the audience
chanted “USA.” after they exited.

Swift’s girl-power swagger continued when
she and her famous friends recreated her pop-
ular “Bad Blood” video onstage. Lena Dunham,
Hailee Steinfeld, Gigi Hadid and Lily Aldridge -
all dressed in character from the song’s action-
filled music video - joined the pop star during
the beat-driven track. “We’re going to bring
the ‘Bad Blood’ video to life,” Swift said. And
before Swift called out the soccer team during
“Style,” she introduced model Heidi Klum, who
worked the singer’s stage like a runway.

But the night wasn’t completely dominated
by women. Swift brought R&B pop singer The
Weeknd onstage to sing his latest hit, “Can’t
Feel My Face.” Swift even sang some of the sec-
ond verse. Swift’s Friday stop on her 1989
World Tour featured songs from her best-sell-
ing “1989” album, including “Blank Space,”
“Welcome to New York” and “Out of the
Woods.” She closed with the anthem “Shake It
Off.” Opening acts included HAIM, Vance Joy
and Shawn Mendes.

The US women’s soccer team celebrated
earlier Friday in New York City with a parade.
The US returned to the top of the FIFA
women’s rankings after winning the World
Cup. The US  toppled Germany before beating
Japan 5-2 in Sunday’s final in Vancouver, British
Columbia, to collect the top prize in women’s
soccer for the first time in 16 years. — AP 
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Singer Taylor Swift performs
during her “1989” world tour at

MetLife Stadium in East
Rutherford, NJ, on Friday. — AP 

First chapter 
of new Harper 
Lee novel fuels

excitement

Scout is an independent woman living in New
York with a childhood friend who wants to marry
her back home in Alabama. Her brother is dead

and her father, Atticus, suffers from rheumatoid arthri-
tis. These are the tantalizing plot details revealed in the
first chapter of Harper Lee’s second novel, “Go Set a
Watchman,” whose release next Tuesday is one of the
biggest events in publishing history. Pre-orders have
already made the new novel a best-seller and
HarperCollins has reportedly ordered a first printing of
two million copies, an astonishing number in an
increasingly digital age. Lee’s only previous novel, “To
Kill a Mockingbird,” is considered a 20th century mas-
terpiece that defined racial injustice in the Depression-
era South and became standard reading in classrooms.

Controversy continues to rage over whether the
89-year-old novelist, who avoids the media and lives as
a recluse in an Alabama nursing home, was manipulat-
ed into publishing the novel. “Watchman” lay hidden
for years after being written in the 1950s, when an edi-
tor told Harper to recast the book from the childhood
perspective of Scout, which eventually turned into
“Mockingbird.” But the publication on Friday of the first
chapter by The Wall Street Journal and Guardian news-
papers, and an audio version by Oscar-winning actress
Reese Witherspoon, whetted appetites-and had
reviewers both salivating and sharpening their knives.

The book begins with Scout, or Jean Louise Finch,
taking the train home to Maycomb County on her fifth
annual visit from New York. As she nears her destina-
tion, Scout ruminates on the scenery, the history of
Maycomb and her family, all bittersweet when read in
2015 — more than 60 years after it was originally writ-
ten. Much of the chapter is dominated by playful ban-
ter between Jean Louise and Henry Clinton, who loves
her and wants to marry her. But Jean Louise is less sure.
She is “almost in love,” the reader is told. “‘Henry’, she
said primly, ‘I’ll have an affair with you but I won’t mar-
ry you.’” Scout discovers that her 72-year-old father has
rheumatoid arthritis, which made him unable to col-
lect her.

Literary masterpiece
But the biggest bombshell for fans was that Scout’s
brother Jem, who played a prominent role in
“Mockingbird,” had suddenly died. In a careful first
review, The New York Times said the novel “shares liter-
ary DNA” with Lee’s masterpiece-”the same wry humor,
biting banter and finely drawn characters.”

The Guardian described the opening chapter as
“gorgeous” and said the intervening decades had
“worked a bittersweet magic... it carries us, bewitching-
ly, deep into the past.” But The Telegraph was biting.
The chapter, the British newspaper wrote, had “interest
as a work in progress, the first step to a literary master-
piece. “But perhaps it would have been a greater kind-
ness to Lee’s reputation, and to the millions who cher-
ish ‘To Kill a Mockingbird,’ not to have published it at
all,” it sneered. “Mockingbird” won a Pulitzer prize,
became standard reading in schools the world over,
was translated into more than 40 languages and
adapted into an Oscar-winning film starring Gregory
Peck.—AFP

Someone else’s sex tape is proving to be
costly for 50 Cent: A jury ordered the rap-
per-actor Friday to pay $5 million to a

woman who said he acquired a video she made
with her boyfriend, added himself as a crude
commentator and posted it online without her
permission. And the Manhattan jurors are set to
continue deliberating next week on possible fur-
ther, punitive damages in Lastonia Leviston’s
invasion-of-privacy lawsuit against the multi-
platinum-selling “Get Rich or Die Tryin’” artist.

Attorney William A Brewer III says 50 Cent and
his legal team are “disappointed in the verdict
but very appreciative of the service of the jury
and the court.” Leviston’s lawyer, Philip Freidin,
declined to comment on the award, first report-
ed by the Daily News of New York.

The lawsuit stems from a 13-minute video
that appeared online in 2009 featuring a wig-
wearing 50 Cent as a narrator dubbed Pimpin’
Curly. The character made explicit remarks about
Leviston and taunted rap rival Rick Ross, who
wasn’t in the video but has a daughter with
Leviston. At the time the video surfaced, Ross
and 50 Cent were trading barbs via video, lyrics
and interviews.

50 Cent got the 2008 tape from the man in it,
Leviston’s boyfriend at the time. The rapper and

his lawyers said that 50 Cent didn’t actually post
the video but that Leviston’s then-boyfriend said
she wouldn’t mind if he did, and he thought that
would suffice.

The Pimpin’ Curly character was just “joking”
by referring to Leviston as a “porn star,” 50 Cent
said during sworn pre-trial questioning that was
played for the jury, according to news reports.
He didn’t testify at the trial. But Leviston, of
Pembroke Pines, Florida, said she was horrified
and humiliated when the video appeared
online.

“This was something done to me. I didn’t
have a choice. I would never, ever do this to
myself,” she testified, according to news reports.
Born Curtis Jackson, 50 Cent burst to the fore of
gangsta rap with 2003’s “Get Rich or Die Tryin,’”
its lead single, “In Da Club,” and a tough life story
that included being shot nine times. Now 40,
he’s also a businessman - his interests have
ranged from mining to water drinks - and an
actor whose credits include the Starz network
action series “Power” and the upcoming boxing
movie “Southpaw.” — AP 

It’s nearly every day that a politician or CEO or
government official or celebrity displays contri-
tion for their wrongdoings. On Friday it was the

turn of a New York teen who bizarrely clambered
onto a Broadway stage to try to recharge his
phone in a prop outlet. 

Nick Silvestri, of Seaford, New York, held a press
conference Friday outside the Booth Theatre,
where on July 2 he had to be pulled off the stage
by ushers moments before the play “Hand to God”
started. He apologized, blaming ignorance and
alcohol. He said it wasn’t a stunt, even though his
buddy took video of the attempt. Silvestri, nick-
named the Broadway “Juice Jackal,” describe it as
just bad decision-making.

“Ultimately, before coming to see ‘Hand to God,’
I downed a few drinks and I think that clearly
impaired my judgment,” said Silvestri, 19. “Before
the show started, I noticed that my phone’s battery
was low, and the only power outlet I saw was on
stage.” The attempt to recharge was, in the end,
pointless: The onstage outlet was just a prop, cre-
ated by Tony Award-winner Beowulf Boritt, whose
set is a realistic depiction of a Texas church base-
ment.

“I didn’t know the stage is considered off limits,”
Silvestri said, adding he now felt terrible for the
performers. The Nassau Community College stu-
dent vowed never to get onstage again “unless I
decide to be an actor.” The act was at least in keep-

ing with the anarchic nature of the show.
Playwright Robert Askins’ bracing comedy mixes
violence, swearing, brutal honesty, parental failure,
church hypocrisy and plenty of sex - of both
human and puppet varieties.

Silvestri, who caught the show from the orches-
tra with family members, did want to impart a les-
son from the whole experience: “If I want to give
one message to folks out there it’s that you should
give your complete attention to the actors on
stage,” he said. “I’m sorry for my actions, and I hope
that I can become an example of a great theater-
goer in the future.”

His theatrical faux pas has been part of a month
of bad behavior on Broadway. On Wednesday, the
beloved Patti LuPone endured the buzz of hearing
aids improperly turned up and several ringing
phones during the matinee of “Shows for Days” at
Lincoln Center. That evening, she caught someone
texting during the play and swiped the phone out
of the patron’s hand. “I am so defeated by this issue
that I seriously question whether I want to work on
stage anymore,” she said in a statement. “Now I’m
putting battle gear on over my costume to marshal
the audience as well as perform.” — AP 

Big record stores, streaming
services and hit charts
adjusted longtime practices

as the music industry Friday began
a coordinated global release for
new albums. For the first time most
new albums will be released in all
formats on Fridays everywhere in
the world, ending regional diver-
gences that industry players found
increasingly anachronistic in the
age of instant digital music.

The IFPI, the industry’s global
body, is championing “New Music
Fridays” both to curb piracy and to
stimulate sales as shoppers start
their weekends. The coordinated
day marks “an opportunity to recre-
ate excitement around the release
of music-the message is ‘Think
Friday, Think New Music,’” said
Frances Moore, chief executive of
the London-based IFPI
(International Federation of the
Phonographic Industry). Releases
on the first New Music Friday
included the latest by English syn-
thpop star Little Boots and the first
album in more than a decade by
Chicago alternative rockers Veruca
Salt.

Spotify, the leader in the boom-
ing streaming sector, marked New
Music Friday with a notification to
subscribers and a playlist of songs
recently released by artists such as
Eminem, Demi Lovato and Pharrell
Williams-who had originally put out
the song “Freedom” as an exclusive
for Apple’s new streaming service.

Major global charts also modi-
fied reporting periods. The next
“weekly” hit list of Billboard, the
premier US chart, will cover 11 days
to account for the transition.
Albums traditionally have come out
on Tuesday in the United States
and Billboard’s chart has looked at
weeks ending on Sundays.  The top
album on the last chart with such a
period, ending July 5, was “Dreams
Worth More Than Money” by rap-
per Meek Hill, who scored his first
number one.

One institution that faced a
peculiar problem with the transi-
tion was NewReleaseTuesday.com,
a leading US site for Christian

music. The site rechristened itself
NewReleaseToday to keep with the
times while preserving the
acronym NRT, by which it is com-
monly known.

Some differences to persist 
Germany and Australia already

had Friday release dates, while
Monday was the day in Britain and
France. The global release date is
supported by major record labels
but is ultimately voluntary, with no
legal repercussions for vendors
who do not put out new albums on
Fridays.

In a notable exception, Japan
will keep releasing domestic-ori-
ented albums on Wednesday,
although works by international
artists will come out there on
Fridays. The IFPI said it expected
some artists in Asian countries to
keep their custom of releasing
albums on dates considered auspi-
cious, which do not necessarily fall
on Friday. The global release date
has also faced heated opposition
from owners of some small inde-
pendent stores in the United States.

The US opponents argue that
Fridays are already busy, while
Tuesdays bring in fans on an other-
wise slow day and allow more time
for store staff to open shipments.
Others say that release dates are
increasingly meaningless for small
brick-and-mortar stores, which
attract collectors who may already
have heard the music digitally.
Noel Gallagher, the brash star of
Oasis fame, warned not to expect
all artists to toe the line on New
Music Fridays. “I’ll release mine on
a Wednesday just to be contrary,”
he told Britain’s NME music maga-
zine. — AFP 
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Nick Silvestri, of Seaford, NY, press conference on Friday, July 10, 2015, outside the Booth
Theatre in New York where on July 2 he had to be pulled off the stage by ushers moments
before the play “Hand to God” started. — AP
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