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KUWAIT: After failing his newborn hearing tests, Maxime
had hearing aids fitted at just eight weeks old but
although this gave him access to sound at low frequencies,
he was still profoundly deaf.

Maxime was referred to GOSH in September 2014 and
was subsequently diagnosed with Connexin 26, the most
common genetic cause of deafness in children.

After carefully assessing Maxime the team at GOSH,
led by Dr Kaukab Rajput, felt he was likely to benefit from
bilateral cochlear implants in both his ears. These elec-
tronic systems stimulate the auditory nerve directly,
bypassing the hair cells in the cochlea that usually facili-
tate hearing. Cochlear implants can give a sensation of
sound to profoundly and totally deaf children unable to
hear even with the most powerful hearing aids. The
effects can transform patients’ lives, as they gradually
understand the sounds around them and many learn to
talk and the majority follow speech without needing to
lip-read.

Two weeks after his first birthday Maxime was admitted
to GOSH for a six-hour operation. The surgeon made an
incision behind one ear before drilling through the bone
to the cochlear to create a ‘bed’ for the implant, which was
then inserted using a microscope. The same process then
took place for the other ear. Maxime quickly recovered
from the surgery and was discharged home the next day.

It has been an exciting but anxious time for his mum
Giulia and dad Julien since Maxime’s surgery was first
scheduled. Giulia said:

“We’ve faced a real rollercoaster of emotions over the
past year, from the uncertainty of not knowing what was
causing Maxime’s hearing problems to the news that he
might be suitable for cochlear implants. 

“This operation will be life-changing for Maxime, as he
will be able to learn to speak like a hearing child. I’m from
Italy and my partner is French so we’re hoping he might
even become bilingual, which would be simply unthink-
able without cochlear implants.”

Two weeks after surgery, Maxime returned to GOSH for
an important appointment: the switching-on of his new
cochlear implants. Audiologist James Sharp gradually acti-
vated each implant to establish Maxime’s level of hearing,
then programmed the processor so that the volume of
sound would be comfortable and not too overwhelming.
Maxime looked on curiously as a toy was banged on the
table and touched each of his ears as they began to gently
tingle, a sure sign that the implants were working. 

It was an emotional moment for Guilia: “We’ve waited
so long for this day and now it’s real. It was incredibly excit-
ing to see Max react to sound. It’s the first step on an excit-
ing journey for all of us.” 

Dr Kaukab Rajput, lead of GOSH’s Cochlear Implant
Department, said: 

“As the 1000th patient to receive cochlear implants at
Great Ormond Street, Maxime’s surgery represents a huge
milestone for the hospital. Things have changed dramati-
cally since our first procedure in 1992. Since newborn hear-
ing screening tests were introduced in 2006, we can identi-
fy and treat deaf patients much sooner. This means we can
perform cochlear implant surgery before children even

reach their first birthday, giving them the best chance to
learn to speak like a typically developing child. If there is
such a thing as a miracle in medicine, then cochlear
implants must surely be one of them.”

Maxime’s parents have now been trained in how to use
the cochlear implants, and Maxime will follow a pro-
gramme of speech and language therapy to ensure he can
adapt and make the most of this technology. 

GOSH is one of the largest paediatric centres in the UK
to provide cochlear implants. When the service started in
1992, the audiology department hoped to fit 12 cochlear
implants a year. Today, around 100 procedures are carried
out each year.

Foreigner with

MERS in Philippines

free of virus

MANILA: A 36-year-old foreigner who tested
positive for MERS after arriving in the Philippines
from the Middle East is now free of the virus and
will leave the hospital this weekend, officials said
Friday.

Department of Health spokesman Lyndon Lee
Suy said the foreigner’s close contact, a Filipino
woman, is also well but will remain hospitalized
until she completes a 14-day quarantine period
on July 18.

Passengers seated near the foreigner on his
flight were traced and none manifested any
symptoms, Lee Suy added. They are among 112
contacts of the foreigner who have been traced
and are being monitored daily by health authori-
ties until they complete the 14-day period.

Lee Suy said two laboratory tests conducted
on the foreigner within 48 hours were negative
for the virus, leading authorities to conclude that
he “is free of the virus and would not be able to
infect others as well.”

Officials have not disclosed the nationality of
the patient, who arrived in the Philippines on
June 19 from Saudi Arabia but also stayed in
Dubai. He left on a second trip before exhibiting
any symptoms and returned to the Philippines,
said the officials, who did not disclose where he
went.

The patient developed a fever and cough on
June 30, sought medical care on July 2, tested
positive for the MERS virus on July 4 and was
transferred to the government ’s  Research
Institute for Tropical Medicine, officials said.

Julie Hall, country representative for the World
Health Organization, praised the government’s
“rapid, strong response” to the case. In February, a
Filipino nurse tested positive for MERS after arriv-
ing home from Saudi Arabia. 

She was cleared of the virus the same month.
MERS has killed 36 people in South Korea, where
186 cases have been confirmed, according to the
Health Ministry. It is the biggest outbreak outside
the Middle East region, where the virus was first
seen in 2012 in Saudi Arabia.

Typical symptoms include fever, cough and
shortness of breath, and sometimes pneumonia
and diarrhea. About 36 percent of reported
patients have died, according to WHO. — AP

1000th GOSH patient receives

cochlear implants

BAN LUEAM: Under the scorching sun, dozens of Thai
villagers, dressed in flowery shirts and traditional cos-
tumes, parade a white cat caged in a bamboo-woven
basket door-to -door and let neighbors splash water
on the unlucky feline, while chanting an ancient tune:
“Rain, rain, come pouring down. We barely had any
this year. Without rain, our rice will die.”

It’s a desperate plea to the god of rain, in the belief
it will hear the cat ’s cry and answer the farmers’
prayers.

Thailand’s rainy season officially began in the last
week of May, but it rained only once in the Ban Lueam
district in northeastern Nakhon Ratchasima province.
It is one of more than 250 districts - or nearly 20 per-
cent of the country - that have been declared emer-
gency disaster zones as the prolonged drought
becomes the worst in decades, its impact felt most
acutely by farmers growing Thailand’s most important
agricultural export: rice.

At the beginning of July, the amount of usable
water in major dams across the country - except in the
west - dropped to below 10 percent, according to the
Irrigation Department. The water level at Bhumibol
Dam has dropped to its lowest point in 51 years.

In the capital,  Bangkok,  the Metropolitan
Waterworks Authority has been slowing down tap
water production since May. The head of the authority,
Gov. Thanasak Watanathana, told The Associated Press

that without rains, the current water supply for daily
consumption in Bangkok and its nearby provinces will
last only 30 days. However, he said forecasters are
expecting rains next month.

For rice farmers, it may already be too late.
The drought and the critical water shortage in dams

have prompted the Agriculture Ministry to ask farmers
to hold off on planting their crops. The Office of
Agricultural Economics estimated that the delay could
cost farmers in Thailand’s central plains alone 60 bil-
lion baht ($1.8 billion) in potential losses.

Not enough water
“Every year in the past, in June and July, in every

part of the country - the north, the central or the
northeast - farmers would have started planting their
rice,” said Sompong Inthong, the permanent secretary
at the Agriculture Ministry. “The real damage will be
with those who have already planted but there’s not
enough water. We have to look at how we can help
them.”

The Royal Rainmaking and Agricultural Aviation
Department have sent a fleet of propeller aircrafts on
more than 3,000 flights since March to increase precip-
itation by cloud seeding, an artificial rainmaking tech-
nique spearheaded by King Bhumibol Adulyadej.
Despite the high rate of success, it did little to fill the
dams.

Together with Vietnam, Thailand is one of the
world’s top rice exporters. But because of the drought,
the Office of Agricultural Economics estimates this
year’s main crop will decrease by 11 percent, or about
24 million tons from the average of 27 million tons per
year.

The Thai Rice Exporters Association says at least 3
million tons of off-season rice has disappeared from
the stock since the beginning of the year due to the
drought. The main concern, however, is the main farm-
ing cycle, which begins in May and is harvested as ear-
ly as October.

“If the main crop’s produce is damaged, even 10 or
20 percent, it means the amount of rice will drop dras-
tically,” said Chookiat Ophaswongse, the association’s
honorary president. “If there’s still little rain from now,
I’m afraid it will make quite an impact on next year’s
export figures.”

He said that Thailand’s competitiveness against rival
exporters, such as Vietnam, “which have less impact
from the drought than Thailand, will be affected.”

Meteorologists from the U.S. National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration and NASA say 2014 was
the hottest year on record since 1880, when Earth’s
average surface temperature has warmed by about 1.4
degrees Fahrenheit (0.8 degrees Celsius) - a trend that
is largely driven by the increase in carbon dioxide and
other human emissions into the planet’s atmosphere.

The majority of that warming has occurred in the past
three decades.

Hope for the rain
The reason involves El Nino, a warming of the tropi-

cal Pacific Ocean that affects weather worldwide. This
year, NOAA says, El Nino has an 85 percent chance of
lasting through winter 2015-2016.

In Ban Lueam, a drought-plagued rural district 340
kilometers (211 miles) northeast of Bangkok, several
hundred farmers did not have any choices but to start
growing their rice and hope for the rain.

Last week, Boonchan Thasunthorn, 58, finished plow-
ing nearly 16 acres (6 1/2 hectares) of his rice farms by
using a crumbling 16-year-old manual tractor. He said
he would rather take risk by sowing the crops in the
absence of rain than holding off until it was too late.

Boonchan’s village is outside the irrigation zone and
the only access to natural water is the Chi River, which
has nearly dried up. “I’m just waiting for it to rain. ... If
the drought continues, it’s going to be tough for me.
But I can’t just sit here and do nothing, or else I’ll starve,”
he said, adding that he still owed 100,000 baht ($2,950)
to the Bank of Agriculture for the equipment and main-
tenance costs for his farms.

“This drought has hit me the hardest, but I don’t
know what else to do. Once you’re a farmer, it’s hard to
be something else.”— AP

Thai farmers ask spirits for rain to end crippling drought


