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HONOLULU: The state land board on
Friday will consider an emergency rule
restricting access to a mountain con-
sidered sacred by many Native
Hawaiians after officials say a handful
of people protesting construction of a
giant telescope there made threats
and harassed workers.

The University of Hawaii, which is
responsible for stewardship of Mauna
Kea, released logs kept by rangers and
staff at the mountain’s visitor center
since late March. That’s when protest-
ers began staying on Mauna Kea to
block construction of the Thirty Meter
Telescope.

Incidents recorded include a bomb

threat made on Facebook, protesters
making a throat-slashing gesture at
telescope workers, and an unidentified
woman shouting to kill “haoles” - white
people in Hawaiian -  and tourists.
There also were reports of children
running across the road, feces found
smeared on bathroom walls, and pro-
testers taking souvenirs from the gift
shop.

Kahookahi Kanuha, a protest leader,
denied the allegations of bad behavior.
He said he hasn’t witnessed any of
those incidents.

“Everything has been pono,” he said,
using the Hawaiian word for righteous
or proper. He said participants value

maintaining kapu aloha, or respectful,
nonviolent protest.

Univers ity  spokesman Dan
Meisenzahl said the troubling inci-
dents represent a “very, very small
number of the overall  people who
have been up there throughout the
months.” “There are many examples of
protesters stepping in and helping
mitigate situations,” he said.

On April 21, the woman who yelled
“k i l l  the haoles,  k i l l  the tourists,”
according to the logs, calmed down
when visitor center staff asked four
other protesters for help: “They offered
aid willingly and apologized for the
woman’s behavior and language.”

State officials say the rule also is
necessary because the volume of pro-
testers - hundreds of them at times -
are damaging to natural resources and
a strain on facilities.

When the university closed bath-
rooms in the visitor center, protesters
trucked up portable toilets. They were
removed after the state threatened to
fine the porta-potty company hefty
fines for unauthorized toilets.

“We’re a minority of the people that
access the mountain,” Kanuha said.
“There are much more tourists on the
mountain than us.”

He said the rule  is  a  “weak and
shameful” attempt to keep protesters

off the mountain and allow construc-
tion to resume.

Work on the $1.4 billion telescope
has been halted since April.  Crews
attempted to access  the s i te  last
month, but they turned around after
encountering boulders in the road and
hundreds of protesters. Dozens of pro-
testers were arrested during the two
failed attempts to restart construction.

The board could approve the pro-
posal, reject it or adopt an amended
version. An inability to camp on the
m o u n t a i n  w o n’ t  s t o p  p r o t e s t e r s
from keeping constant vigil, Kanuha
said: “The mountain will still be pro-
tected.” — AP

Logs detail bad behavior by some Hawaii telescope protesters

NEW YORK:  Reddit said Friday that interim CEO Ellen
Pao resigned from the company, and co-founder
Steve Huffman is back as its CEO. The freewheeling
online discussion forum and news site, which says it
had 164 million unique visitors last month, has been
rocked by unrest recently. The firing of a popular
staffer earlier this month  upset some users, leading to
volunteers shutting down parts of the site, and there
have been protests over new policies intended to
fight harassment. A statement posted on Reddit by
Reddit board member Sam Altman Friday said that
Pao,  who became interim CEO in November, resigned
from Reddit by mutual agreement and will continue
to advise the board for the rest of 2015.

Altman acknowledged that Reddit moderators
should have better tools and communication from the
company, but took some users to task for the nature
of their comments about Pao. 

He said Reddit accepts disagreements, but said the
site must exercise compassion if it wants to be a great
community and said some of the things Reddit users
wrote about Pao were “sickening.”

“Disagreements are fine. Death threats are not, are
not covered under free speech, and will continue to
get offending users banned,” Altman wrote.

In an email, Pao said she resigned because Reddit’s

board was asking for faster user growth than she
could deliver while holding on to the site’s core values.
She defended Reddit’s policy changes, saying that
despite criticism, the new rules are making the com-
munity stronger. “We’ve taken bold and often contro-
versial stances, but always with the greater good of
the community in mind,” she said. “We tackled the
thorny issues of harassment on the site, banning
harassing behavior without censoring ideas. Though
we came under fire on many fronts, we did not waver,
working 24/7 to try to keep the site harassment-free.”

Anti-harassment guidelines
In a statement posted to Reddit, Pao thanks users

who were supportive, saying the positives from the
site far outweighed the negatives, and she urged
Redditors to “remember the human” behind the key-
board. This month Reddit fired Victoria Taylor, who
helped run the site’s popular “Ask Me Anything”  fea-
ture, where Reddit users submit questions to celebri-
ties and other notable people. President Barack
Obama, for example, has answered questions on that
forum. Some volunteer moderators protested her
ouster by shutting down sections of the site, including
Ask Me Anything.

Reddit also announced anti-harassment guidelines

this year and in June it banned a few groups for violat-
ing those rules. Reddit is known for an almost-any-
thing goes style, but leadership said in May that it was
unhappy with harassment on its site and survey data
showed its users were also upset about the behavior.
The company apologized and said it would do a bet-
ter job of communicating with moderators and users.

Early this year Reddit said it would remove photos,
videos or links that featured explicit content if the per-
son in the image didn’t give permission for it to be
posted. That came months after hackers obtained
nude photos of Jennifer Lawrence and other celebri-
ties and posted them to Reddit, among other social
media sites. Huffman co-founded Reddit in 2005 with
Alexis Ohanian. Conde Nast acquired Reddit the fol-
lowing year, and both Huffman and Ohanian left the
company in October 2009. Ohanian returned as San
Francisco-based Reddit’s executive chairman in
November.

Before becoming Reddit’s CEO, Pao had worked
for a storied Silicon Valley venture capital firm,
Kleiner Perkins Caufield & Byers. She lost a high-pro-
file gender discrimination lawsuit against Kleiner
Perkins in March that brought up issues of the gen-
der imbalance and difficulties faced by women work-
ing in Silicon Valley. — AP

Reddit interim CEO Pao resigns
Huffman regains CEO title

Under fire for data breach, 
Obama personnel chief resigns

WASHINGTON: The embattled head of the
government’s personnel office abruptly
stepped down, bowing to mounting pressure
following the unprecedented breach of private
information her agency was entrusted to pro-
tect. Katherine Archuleta had served as director
of the federal Office of Personnel Management
since November 2013. The former national
political director for President Barack Obama’s
2012 re-election campaign, Archuleta came
under scathing criticism amid revelations this
year that hackers - widely believed to be
China’s government - had infiltrated her
agency’s databases as well as background-
check records for millions who applied for US
security clearances.

On Thursday, Archuleta had rebuffed
demands that she resign, declaring she was
“committed to the work that I am doing.” But
her continued tenure at the agency grew
untenable as calls from lawmakers - including
members of Obama’s own party - mush-
roomed. On Friday morning, she came to the
White House to personally submit her resigna-
tion to Obama.

He named Beth Cobert, currently deputy
director for management at the White House’s
Office of Management and Budget, to step in
as acting director at OPM. “It’s quite clear that
new leadership, with a set of skills and experi-
ences that are unique to the urgent challenges
that OPM faces, are badly needed,” said White
House spokesman Josh Earnest.

Archuleta’s resignation came one day after
the administration disclosed that the number
of people affected by the federal data breach
was far greater than previously known. In addi-
tion to 4.2 million people whose records were
stolen in an initial hack first revealed earlier this
year, more than 21.5 million had their Social
Security numbers and other sensitive informa-
tion stolen in a second hack, believed to be the
biggest in US history.

Under pressure
Archuleta offered her resignation “of her

own volition” and wasn’t forced out, Earnest
said. At the same time, he conceded that
Americans affected by the breach are still “due

additional information” from the agency about
what happened and how to protect them-
selves.  Republican lawmakers who had fueled
the growing calls for her resignation, including
House Speaker John Boehner, said it was too
little, too late. Sen. Ben Sasse of Nebraska
responded to the news with a two-word state-
ment: “Not enough.” “It’s a Band-Aid, but it’s not
going to stop the bleeding,” said Rep. Jason
Chaffetz of Utah, chairman of the House
Oversight and Government Reform
Committee. He said in an interview that OPM
still lacks a functional system to protect private
data held by what is effectively the largest
human resources department in the world.

“It’s time to bring in the nerds,” he added.
But J. David Cox Sr., president of the

American Federation of Government
Employees, put part of the blame on Congress
for failing to adequately fund OPM. “Firing one
individual solves nothing,” he said.

Archuleta joins a small but notable group of
top Obama administration officials who have
resigned under pressure from Congress and
the public. Veterans Affairs Secretary Eric
Shinseki stepped down last year amid a grow-
ing scandal over VA health care, and Secret
Service Director Julia Pierson was pushed aside
in 2014 following breaches to Obama’s security.
Obama forced acting Internal Revenue Service
Commissioner Steven Miller to resign in 2013
after revelations came to light about an IRS
office’s treatment of tea party applications for
tax-exempt status. In the OPM case, the data
stolen by hackers included criminal, financial,
health, employment and residency histories, as
well as information about families and acquain-
tances. The second, larger attack affected not
only applicants for security clearances but also
nearly 2 million of their spouses, housemates
and others.

Numerous US lawmakers who have been
briefed by federal investigators have said
emphatically that China was responsible, and
even National Intelligence Director James
Clapper has said publicly that China is the
“leading suspect.” Yet even as Archuleta
stepped down, the White House declined to
point the finger at Beijing, 

reflecting the diplomatic sensitivities
involved in such an accusation against a global
economic superpower. Obama’s cybersecurity
coordinator, Michael Daniel, said cryptically,
“Just because we’re not doing public attribu-
tion does not mean that we’re not taking steps
to deal with the matter.” US officials have said
the hackers do not appear to have used the
data since the theft. The White House said it has
stepped up cybersecurity efforts, and in early
June government employees received notice
that OPM would offer credit-monitoring servic-
es and identity-theft insurance to those affect-
ed. Cobert, the budget office’s chief perform-
ance officer, has been confirmed by the Senate
once before, which could make her an attrac-
tive candidate to be Archuleta’s permanent
replacement. Prior to joining the administra-
tion, Cobert worked for nearly three decades as
a consultant for McKinsey & Company. — AP

SAN FRANCISCO: In this Feb. 24, 2015, file photo, Ellen Pao, center, with her attorney, Therese Lawless, left, leaves the Civic Center Courthouse
during a lunch break in her trial in San Francisco. Reddit said Friday,  that interim CEO Pao resigned from the company, and co-founder Steve
Huffman is back as its CEO. — AP

Katherine Archuleta

NEW YORK: Deepak Jayasimha’s fitness tracker is
now with his father-in-law in India, where it sits
unused. Annabel Kelly foisted hers off on the kids.
Virginia Atkinson took hers off to charge the battery
and hasn’t picked it up since February.

Although sales of Fitbit and other fitness trackers
are strong, many of their owners lose enthusiasm for
them once the novelty of knowing how many steps
they’ve taken wears off. One research firm, Endeavour
Partners, estimates that about a third of these trackers
get abandoned after six months. A health care invest-
ment fund, Rock Health, says Fitbit’s regulatory filings
suggest that only half of Fitbit’s nearly 20 million reg-
istered users were still active as of the first quarter of
2015. “The question for investors is how long the mar-
ket will continue to grow at this rate, and whether
Fitbit can execute on growing engagement before ...
the number of devices sold per year reaches satura-
tion,” Malay Gandhi, a managing director at Rock
Health, wrote on a blog.

Abandonment affects all manufacturers of fitness
trackers, which are relatively cheap at about $100 and
are commonly given as gifts. Fitbit gets the spotlight
because it started trading publicly last month and has
76 percent of the US market share by revenue, up
from 64 percent a year earlier, according to the NPD
Group.

Investors and analysts are bullish on Fitbit’s
prospects. Its stock value has more than doubled
since the initial public offering. Analyst William Power
at Baird Equity Research said Fitbit had room to grow
worldwide, as only a quarter of its revenue came from
outside the US last year. Power also wrote that Fitbits
remain popular among employers and insurance
companies looking for ways to keep people healthy.
Fitbit is also profitable, earning $132 million last year
on revenue of $745 million.

The company’s market valuation of $8.7 billion is
high compared with earnings so far, which could
point to enormous growth potential - or simply over-
valuation.

Fitbit now has competition from Apple Watch and
other smartwatches that do what fitness trackers do

and more, such as showing news updates and board-
ing passes for flights.

Not physically active 
In a statement, Fitbit said it intends to remain a

market leader through new features and services to
boost user engagement and revenue. The company
said it keeps users motivated by offering ways to
compete with friends and family and awarding virtual
badges for hitting fitness milestones. Fitbit added
that people who regularly use their devices make
healthier choices.

The statement didn’t address Fitbit owners
who’ve stopped using the device. If people aren’t
using their trackers, they won’t recommend them to
friends and family or upgrade when a new model

comes out, said Dan Ledger, who tracks wearable
devices at Endeavour Partners. They also won’t pay
for premium subscription packages, a potential
growth area for Fitbit.

Jayasimha, a New Yorker who walks three to four
miles a day, said his Jawbone Up stopped giving him
information he didn’t already know. After it stopped
working one day, he didn’t bother getting it fixed for
months. Even then, he never used it again. His wife
used it for two weeks before sending it off overseas to
her dad, who has yet to use it. “I was just carrying
through with the motion,” Jayasimha said. “For some-
one who is not physically active, I think it will be use-
ful. But once you get to a state where you are happy
with the activities you do, it loses its efficacy.”

With smartphones, tablets and game consoles,

IDC analyst Ramon Llamas said, you can download a
new app or game to give them new life.

That’s not to say all of these trackers get aban-
doned. Eric Leverett, 52, a production manager in
Birmingham, Alabama, got a Fitbit Charge as a gift
and engages in a friendly competition with his 82-
year-old dad on who walks more. Though the initial
excitement has worn off, he said, wearing the Fitbit
encourages him to walk the dog more often and
shun the golf cart while playing a round. Shari
Winston, a high school counselor in Falls Church,
Virginia, credits her Fitbit Flex with getting her to
exercise regularly. She considered devices that do
more, but she’s sticking with the Fitbit for now for its

simplicity. It comes down to expectations. Atkinson, a
writer in Adrian, Michigan, was expecting a cheer-
leader but found monotony. She likened her Fitbit
Flex to gyms people join as part of New Year’s resolu-
tions, but drop out of by February or March. Except in
her case, she still goes to the gym.

Frustrated
Kelly, a researcher in New Canaan, Connecticut,

won two Activite Pops from Withings at a conference.
She wore it for a day and got frustrated that she
wasn’t credited for cross-training at the gym. She
made her 5- and 7-year-old daughters wear them to
make sure they were getting exercise. — AP

Like gym memberships, enthusiasm for fitness trackers drops

NEW YORK: In this Dec. 15, 2014 file photo, fitness trackers, from left, Basis Peak, Adidas Fit
Smart, Fitbit Charge, Sony SmartBand, and Jawbone Move, are posed for a photo next to
an iPhone, in New York. Sales of fitness trackers are climbing, and the biggest maker of the
gadgets, Fitbit, made a splashy debut on the stock market last month. — AP

CAPE CANAVERAL: For now, just call them the
Commercial Crew Cadre.

The four NASA astronauts chosen to fly on the
first test flights of commercial spacecraft said
Friday they haven’t come up yet with a more
media-savvy name. The label, Commercial Crew
Cadre, fits what they’ll be doing over the next few
years, said Air Force Col. Robert Behnken, until
recently head of the astronaut office. Two private
companies - SpaceX and Boeing - are still develop-
ing the crew capsules that will launch to the
International Space Station from Cape Canaveral,
Florida. The US hasn’t seen a manned launch since
Atlantis blasted off on the final shuttle mission in
2011. The first test flight with one or more of them
on board is targeted for 2017, an aggressive
schedule, according to astronaut Eric Boe, an Air
Force colonel.

NASA named Behnken and Boe to the com-
mercial crew effort Thursday along with two other
veteran astronauts with test pilot experience,
Douglas Hurley and Sunita Williams. Their first

public appearance was Friday, a series of televised
news interviews from Johnson Space Center in
Houston. When asked by an Associated Press
reporter who wants to be first to fly, all four
laughed and raised their hand. “I think all four of
us,” Behnken said. But Behnken insisted there’s no
sense of competition. “We’ve been around the
office long enough to maybe have worked that
out of our system, I think,” he told the AP. The plan,
at least for now, is for one NASA astronaut and
one Boeing-selected test pilot to fly on that com-
pany’s CST-100 capsule. SpaceX is proposing two
NASA astronauts for the shakedown of its Dragon
crew capsule, a bigger, better version of the one it
uses now to haul space station cargo. The most
recent SpaceX supply run ended in the Atlantic.
The Falcon 9 rocket broke apart shortly after liftoff
on June 28; the company is still trying to figure
out what went wrong. Behnken said the accident
did not give pause to the four; rather, they expect
the resulting crew capsule to be even safer as a
result of the investigation.—- AP

NASA’s new commercial crew 
astronauts want to fly first


