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LONDON: Serena Williams of the United States holds up the trophy after winning the women’s singles final against Garbine Muguruza of Spain, at the All England Lawn Tennis Championships. — AP

LONDON: Serena Williams won a sixth Wimbledon title
yesterday as the world number one became the oldest
woman to win a Grand Slam crown with a 6-4, 6-4 victory
against Garbine Muguruza in Saturday’s final.

At 33 years and 289 days, Serena surpasses Martina
Navratilova as the oldest player to win Wimbledon, and
any of the other three Grand Slams, in the Open era.

Serena’s sixth Wimbledon crown brought with it a slew
of other remarkable landmarks that underline her creden-
tials as one of the greatest female athletes of all time.

The American’s 21st Grand Slam crown and 68th tour-
level title earned her a cheque for £1.8 million ($2.7 mil-
lion, 2.5 million euros)

But it is her legacy rather than her bank balance that
concerns Williams these days and she now holds all four
Grand Slam titles at the same time-the rare ‘Serena Slam’
she last achieved in 2002-03.

“It feels so good. Garbine played so well. I didn’t even
know it was over because she was fighting so hard at the
end. She will be holding this trophy very, very soon. I am

happy it was such a great match,” said Williams. “I can’t
believe I am standing here with another Serena Slam. It is
so cool. It has been a pleasure and an honour to give so
many years in this unbelievable place.”

Serena is the first woman to land the French Open and
Wimbledon back-to-back since she last won that difficult
double in 2002.

Lifting the Venus Rosewater Dish for the first time since
2012 also leaves Serena needing only to defend the US
Open to become the first woman since Steffi Graf in 1988
to claim a calendar Grand Slam. She is just one major title
behind Graf on the Open era leaderboard and within
three of all-time record holder Margaret Court’s tally of 24.

She is the first player since Graf in 1988 to win
Wimbledon and the Australian and French Opens in the
same year. Given Serena’s 39-1 record in 2015 and her
astonishing streak of 28 consecutive Grand Slam match
victories, few would bet against the American making
more history in New York in August.

Regardless of her defeat, Muguruza, 21, has emerged

as one of the brightest young stars on the women’s tour
after a bravura display in her first Grand Slam final appear-
ance that often left Williams rattled. “I enjoyed it a lot. I
don’t have words to say how I feel. I’m very proud and
happy to be here,” said Muguruza. “A Grand Slam final for
me is a dream come true and I also want to say congrats
to Serena, showing that she’s world number one.”

Williams’ thunderous serve was strangely out of sync in
a nervous start to the first set and, after serving a double
fault on the first point, she threw in two more to gift
Muguruza a surprise break.

Muguruza had more than enough power to trade
blows from the baseline and she came out on top so
often in the early stages that the frustrated American
screamed “that’s so bad” after losing another point.
Muguruza, born in Venezuela and raised in Barcelona, had
insisted facing Serena was a task to be relished rather
than feared.

She was proving true to her bold claim and, by the
time Muguruza moved into a 4-2 lead, it seemed an epic

shock was on the cards.
However, Serena had recovered from worse predica-

ments earlier in the tournament. And with the pressure
ratcheted up, the inevitable Serena break back arrived
in the eighth game when Muguruza missed with a wild
forehand.

Williams scented blood and Muguruza crumbled, a
double-fault on set point gift-wrapping the lead to Serena
in a set that had been the underdog’s for the taking.

Williams had won 28 of her last 30 tour-level finals,
including her last nine at the majors, and, in her eighth
Wimbledon final, she was finally back in that muscular
groove.

Serena’s fierce grimace and clenched fist after breaking
in the fourth game of the second set suggested the finish
line was in sight. But, serving for the match with 5-1 and
then 5-3 leads, Williams was gripped by a bad case of
nerves and Muguruza broke twice to prolong the contest.
Finally able to compose herself, Serena broke in the next
game to seal yet another legacy-defining success. — AFP

History girl Serena wins sixth Wimbledon

England 1st Innings 430 (J Root 134, M Ali 77,
G Ballance 61, B Stokes 52;  M Starc 5-114, J
Hazlewood 3-83)
Australia 1st Innings 308 (C Rogers 95; J
Anderson 3-43)
England 2nd Innings 289 (I Bell 60, J Root 60;
N Lyon 4-75)
Australia 2nd Innings (target: 412)
C. Rogers c Bell b Broad 10
D. Warner lbw b Ali 52
S. Smith c Bell b Broad  33
M. Clarke c Stokes b Broad 4
A. Voges c Buttler b Wood 1
S. Watson lbw b Wood  19
B. Haddin c Cook b Ali 7
M. Johnson c Lyth b Root 77
M. Starc c Lyth b Root 17
J. Hazlewood c Root b Ali 14
N. Lyon not out  0
Extras (b4, lb3, nb1) 8
Total (all out, 70.3 overs, 306 mins)  242
Fall of wickets: 1-19 (Rogers), 2-97 (Warner), 3-
101 (Smith), 4-106 
(Clarke), 5-106 (Voges), 6-122 (Haddin), 7-151

(Watson), 8-223 (Starc), 9-242  (Johnson), 10-
242 (Hazlewood)
Bowling: Anderson 12-3-33-0; Broad 14-3-39-
3; Ali 16.3-4-59-3; Stokes 8-2-23-0; Wood 14-4-
53-2 (1nb); Root 6-1-28-2
England: Adam Lyth, Alastair Cook (capt),
Gary Ballance, Ian Bell, Joe  Root, Ben Stokes,
Jos Buttler (wkt), Moeen Ali, Stuart Broad, Mark
Wood, James  Anderson
Result: England won by 169 runs
Man-of-the-match: Joe Root (ENG)
Series: England lead five-match series 1-0

Toss: England
Umpires: Kumar Dharmasena (SRI), Marais
Erasmus (RSA)
TV umpire: Chris Gaffaney (NZL)
Match referee: Ranjan Madugalle (SRI)

Remaining Fixtures
Jul 16-20:2nd Test, Lord’s
Jul 29-Aug 02:  3rd Test, Edgbaston
Aug 06-10:4th Test, Trent Bridge
Aug 20-24:5th Test, The Oval

SCOREBOARD
CARDIFF: Completed scoreboard on the fourth day of the first Ashes Test between England
and Australia at Sophia Gardens yesterday:

CARDIFF: Stuart Broad led England to a 169-
run victory in the first Ashes Test as Australia col-
lapsed either side of lunch on the fourth day at
Cardiff’s Sophia Gardens yesterday.

Australia, well-placed at 97 for one, slumped
to 106 for five as four wickets fell for just nine
runs in 36 balls. Chasing a record-breaking 412

for victory, Ashes-holders Australia were dis-
missed for 242 after tea. Fast-medium bowler
Broad took three for 39 in 14 overs as England
enjoyed an emphatic win in their first match
under new Australian coach Trevor Bayliss.

Joe Root, named man-of-the-match for his
first innings 134 after coming in with England

struggling at 43 for three, had the last word in the
game by catching Josh Hazlewood in the deep off
spinner Moeen Ali. “This Test couldn’t have gone any
better and we’ll enjoy tonight,” said England captain
Alastair Cook. “Joe Root was fantastic and the bowlers
were superb.”

Root added: “I think it was my most important
hundred It’s great to get that win, hopefully we can
now back it up at Lord’s (where the second Test starts
on Thursday).”

Australia captain Michael Clarke said his side had
been well-beaten.”We were outplayed in all three
facets,” Clarke told BBC Radio’s Test Match Special.
“England batted well on day one, we didn’t take our
catches and our batting let us down in both innings.
We look forward to making amends in the second
Test.”

As if defeat wasn’t bad enough for Australia, left-
arm fast bowler Mitchell Starc-who took five wickets
in England’s first innings-ended the match struggling
with an ankle injury.

Asked if Starc would be fit for Lord’s, Clarke said: “I
hope so...I’m confident the fact he bowled in the sec-
ond innings means he will be fit to bowl at Lord’s.”

No side have made more in the fourth innings to
win an Ashes Test than Australia’s 404 for three at
Headingley back in 1948 when Arthur Morris scored
182 and Donald Bradman, widely regarded as crick-
et’s greatest batsman, an unbeaten 173.

But their two best individual scores yesterday
were No 8 Mitchell Johnson’s 77 and opener David
Warner’s 52. Australia were going well at 97 for one
when Warner was lbw to off-spinner 

Ali (three for 59) on the stroke of lunch.  Broad had
bowled superbly in an opening spell of one for 10 in
six overs and probably deserved more than the wick-
et of Chris Rogers.

However, Broad-renowned for striking in bursts-
took two for five in 13 balls shortly after lunch to cap-
ture the prize wickets of Steven Smith and Clarke. He
was on target in the first full over after lunch when he
seamed the ball away from Smith, the world’s num-
ber one ranked Test batsman, who edged to Ian Bell
at second slip as, for the second time this match, he
fell for 33.

Clarke, looking to lead Australia to their first Ashes
series win in Britain in 14 years, then went for a mere
four when he guided Broad to Ben Stokes at back-
ward point. Cook has often been criticised for being
too cautious in the field. But that this was a day when
everything seemed to go right for Cook, England’s
skipper when they were whitewashed 5-0 in Australia

in 2013/14, was exemplified by the departure of Brad
Haddin for seven.

Not only did Cook recall Ali into the attack, he also
clung on one-handed at the second attempt at short
mid-wicket to a stunning catch off a full-blooded
slog-sweep against the spinner by Haddin.

Shane Watson hung around for over an hour mak-
ing 19 before he was lbw to fast bowler Mark Wood. It
was the second time this match the under-pressure
all-rounder had fallen leg before and the 29th occa-
sion in his Test career. 

Johnson delayed England before Root, with the
aid of a slip catch by Adam Lyth via a deflection off
Cook, ended his innings to leave Australia on the
brink of defeat at 242 for nine.  — AFP

England win Ashes opener

CARDIFF: England’s captain Alastair Cook (right) makes a stunning catch to take the wick-
et of Australia’s Brad Haddin (third right) during play on the fourth day of the opening
Ashes cricket Test match. — AFP


