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TORONTO: The Canadian Olympic Committee set an “ambi-
tious” goal of a top-two medals finish at the Pan American
Games on Friday but said their athletes want the added pres-
sure and expect to thrive in front of home fans.

Delivering on that target would be the best all-time show-
ing for Canada at a Pan Am Games but COC President Marcel
Aubut said the largest delegation ever of the country’s top
athletes are on board at the multi-sport event. “Canada is
here to win,” Aubut boldly stated in his remarks at the COC’s
opening Pan Am Games news conference in Toronto.  “Our
aim is for Canada’s highest finish ever at a Pan American
Games, which means top two.

“I didn’t say ‘two,’ I said ‘top two.’ This is an ambitious goal,
but - I like this sentence - as you know, by experience, we like
it that way and our team is ready.” Aubut’s goal would repre-
sent a big improvement from the 2011 Pan Am Games in
Guadalajara, Mexico, where Canada finished fifth in total
medals with 119. That was 22 less than second-placed Brazil
and 117 behind the United States. To help their cause, the
host nation will send 719 athletes to the competition, which
features countries from across Latin America, South America,
the Caribbean and North America.—Reuters

Ambitious Pan Am goal
ISTANBUL: Turkish top flight club Fenerbahce said the transfer of Manchester
United’s Robin van Persie is a done deal and the Dutch striker will arrive in Istanbul
this weekend, reports said yesterday.

Fenerbahce chairman Aziz Yildirim said that negotiations had been completed
late Friday and the player would be arriving in Istanbul on a private flight late on
Sunday. “We worked very hard, until midnight. We received five faxes, sent six faxes
and finally it was finished,” Yildirim was quoted as saying by the Fanatik sports daily
and Hurriyet newspaper.

“The van Persie transfer is done and one more star has joined the Fenerbahce
constellation,” he added. Yildirim’s comments appeared to set to rest last minute
speculation that  van Persie could stay at United or even join Fenerbahce’s Istanbul
rivals Besiktas. After arriving Sunday at Istanbul’s Sabiha Gokcen airport, van
Persie will officially sign his contract at the club’s stadium on Monday,
Turkish press reports said. According to press reports, his transfer fee will
be 4.7 million euros (£3.4m, $5.2m). Fenerbahce-runners up to hated
Istanbul rivals Galatasaray last season  in the championship-have gone
on a spending spree in a bid to dominate the Super Lig and be a real con-
tender in Europe.

This week, Fenerbahce signed Portuguese star Nani also from
United for six million euros (£4.26m, $6.7m) and in June bought
Danish centre-back Simon Kjaer from French side Lille.—AFP

Van Persie deal done
MUNICH: Germany midfielder Bastian Schweinsteiger has agreed to join
English Premier League side Manchester United from Bayern Munich, the
Bundesliga champions’ chief executive Karl-Heinz Rummenigge said yester-
day. “Bastian wants to do something new at the end of his career,”
Rummenigge told a news conference. “The colleague from Manchester United
got in touch with me. We have agreed on a transfer. “I regret that because
Bastian was an extremely deserving player for us. He has done great things. “I
can only wish all the best to Bastian. It will be an interesting task for him.”

United confirmed they had reached an agreement to sign the 30-year-old
subject to a medical and a deal on personal terms with the 13-

times Premier League champions. A World Cup-winner with
Germany in Brazil last year, Schweinsteiger came through
the youth ranks at Bayern and has spent 13 seasons with
the Bavarians, winning the Bundesliga title eight times.
During a glittering career, Schweinsteiger, who made 536
appearances for the club since his debut in 2002, also won
seven German Cups and the Champions League in 2013.

Schweinsteiger will be the first German to play for United
and their second signing of the close-season following the

arrival of Netherlands winger Memphis Depay from PSV
Eindhoven for a fee of around 30 million euros

($33.5 million).—Reuters

Schweinsteiger to join United

BALTIMORE: Jonathan Schoop hit a game-
winning solo homer with two outs in the
ninth inning as the Baltimore Orioles rallied
past the Washington Nationals 3-2 on Friday
night.

Adam Jones also homered for the Orioles,
who trailed 2-1 in the eighth before coming
back to earn their third win in the last 11
games.

Schoop drove a 2-2 pitch from Tanner
Roark (4-4) into the seats in left field. Schoop
has two homers in five games since being
activated from the 60-day disabled list on
Sunday. Zach Britton (1-0) pitched a perfect
eighth for Baltimore.

YANKEES 5, RED SOX 1
Alex Rodriguez hit his 17th home run in

the first inning, Michael Pineda had another
impressive start and the Yankees took advan-
tage of Clay Buchholz’s early exit and Boston’s
shoddy defense to snap the Red Sox’s fiveg-
ame winning streak.

Buchholz (7-7), who had won his previous
four starts to spur Boston’s recent turnaround,
left with elbow tightness with one out in the
third. The Yankees scored three unearned runs
after his departure thanks to infield errors by
Mike Napoli and Brock Holt.

Pineda (9-5) gave up only Mookie Betts’
solo home run over 6 2/3 innings in his sec-
ond start at Fenway Park since he was ejected
early last year for having pine tar on his neck.

PIRATES 5, CARDINALS 2
Gerrit Cole pitched seven strong innings to

become the major leagues’ first 13-game win-
ner and Neil Walker had a two-run homer
among his three hits as the Pirates beat the
Cardinals.

Cole (13-3) allowed two runs - both on
Matt Carpenter’s third-inning home run - and
six hits while striking out three and walking
two.

Mark Melancon pitched a scoreless ninth
for his National League-leading 29th save. The
Pirates (51-35) won for the sixth time in seven
games and drew within 4 1/2 games of the
Cardinals (56-31) in the NL Central. Lance
Lynn (6-5) lasted just four innings as he lost
for the first time in seven starts. He was
tagged for five runs and nine hits.

METS 4, DIAMONDBACKS 2
Noah Syndergaard struck out a career-high

13 in eight overpowering innings, and the
Mets got consecutive homers from slumping
sluggers Lucas Duda and Michael Cuddyer to

beat the Diamondbacks. Syndergaard (4-4)
gave up a sacrifice fly in the first to All-Star
bopper Paul Goldschmidt and then dominat-
ed the Diamondbacks, allowing only one run
for the third consecutive start.

Syndergaard yielded four hits and walked
two, reaching double digits in strikeouts for
the third time in 11 major league games.

After a single by Ruben Tejada and a two-
out walk to Wilmer Flores in the first, Duda
drove a 2-0 pitch from Chase Anderson (4-3)
over the 408-foot sign in straightaway center
field for a three-run shot. It was the first
homer since June 18 and second since May 29
for a player who had 30 last season.

INDIANS 5, ATHLETICS 1
Danny Salazar scattered five hits while

allowing an unearned run in 8 2/3 innings and
the Indians used a four-run sixth inning to
beat the Athletics. Salazar (8-4), who came
within one out of his second career complete
game, struck out eight.

Kendall Graveman (6-5) allowed four runs
in 6 2/3 innings for his first loss since June 13.
Graveman’s 19-inning scoreless streak ended
on Yan Gomes’ RBI double in the fourth that
tied the score. Cleveland has won four
straight and nine of 12. The Athletics have
dropped nine of 14.

REDS 1, MARLINS 0
Mike Leake allowed three hits and struck

out 10 in eight innings, and Jay Bruce home-
red in the second inning to help the Reds beat
the Marlins.

Leake (6-5) walked one and threw 102
pitches. All-Star Aroldis Chapman gave up a
single to Adeiny Hechavarria on a 103-mph
fastball in the ninth but struck out the side to
earn his 18th save in 19 chances. Bruce’s 13th
homer was the only run allowed by David
Phelps (4-5), who pitched six innings.

WHITE SOX 1, CUBS 0
Pinch-hitter J.B. Shuck drove in Emilio

Bonifacio with a sacrifice fly in the eighth
inning, and the White Sox beat the Cubs for
their eighth win in 10 games.

Neither starter allowed a run, with the
Cubs’ Kyle Hendricks going seven innings in
his third straight scoreless start while Carlos
Rodon lasted six innings for the White Sox.

The rally started when Bonifacio, also a
pinch-hitter, got hit by Hector Rondon (3-2)
leading off the eighth. Jake Petricka (3-2)
worked the seventh.

RAYS 3, ASTROS 1
Erasmo Ramirez pitched six innings of four-

hit ball to get his sixth win in seven starts,
Brandon Guyer homered, and the Rays beat
the Astros.

Ramirez (8-3) gave up a solo homer to
Colby Rasmus, his 11th, in the second inning
and struck out five. It was Ramirez’s eighth
straight start giving up two runs or fewer.

Houston starter Colin McHugh (9-5) retired
13 straight batters before Rene Rivera opened
the sixth with a single and John Jaso followed
with a double.  David DeJesus and Evan
Longoria had run-scoring grounders to give
the Rays a 2-1 lead.

ROCKIES 5, BRAVES 3
Carlos Gonzalez homered and Colorado

used a group approach that featured two
newcomers to make up for a gap in the rota-
tion to beat Atlanta.

Daniel Descalso had a run-scoring triple
and Nolan Arenado and DJ LeMahieu added
RBI doubles for the Rockies.  Gonzalez
Germen, claimed off waivers from the
Chicago Cubs earlier this week, was added to
the big league roster and made his first major
league start in place of injured David Hale. On
a strict pitch limit, Germen was lifted after
three scoreless innings in favor of Aaron
Laffey, whose contract was selected earlier in
the day by the Rockies from their Triple-A affil-
iate in Albuquerque.

Laffey (1-0) went 2 1/3 innings, allowing
four hits and three runs, all on Kelly Johnson’s
homer. Shelby Miller (5-5), the Braves’ lone NL
All-Star, lost a career-high fourth straight deci-
sion. He allowed five runs, matching a season-
high, 11 hits and struck out seven.

RANGERS 4, PADRES 3
Prince Fielder and Adrian Beltre hit back-to

back home runs, helping Texas snap a five-
game skid. Fielder led off the fourth inning
against Ian Kennedy (4-9) with his 14th home
run. Beltre followed with his seventh to help
the Rangers end an eight-game home losing
streak, one shy of the franchise record.

Fielder also drove in a first-inning run with
a sacrifice fly to third baseman Will
Middlebrooks in short left-center field. When
Middlebrooks hesitated, Delino DeShields
raced home.

Wandy Rodriguez (6-4) won in Arlington
for the first time in 9 years. In 5 1/3 innings, he
allowed three hits and one run on Melvin
Upton Jr.’s leadoff homer in the sixth. Shawn
Tolleson pitched a scoreless ninth inning for
his 13th save.

TWINS 8, TIGERS 6
Brian Dozier hit a three-run homer in the

bottom of the ninth to cap a seven-run rally
and give Minnesota the win. After missing out
on an All-Star nomination earlier in the day,
Dozier had two hits and four RBIs, and hit his
second game-winning homer of the week.
Dozier homered off Detroit closer Joakim
Soria (3-1), who blew his third save in 23
chances. The Twins scored seven times in the
ninth off Soria and Bruce Rondon after being
limited to one run by Justin Verlander, who

went 7 2/3 innings. Trevor May (6-7) pitched a
scoreless ninth, giving up two hits.

DODGERS 3, BREWERS 2
Pinch-hitter Andre Ethier had a tying two-

run single in the seventh inning and rookie
Joc Pederson drove in the go-ahead run
moments later with a double to lead Los
Angeles.

Jimmy Nelson (6-9) took a 2-0 lead and a
two-hitter into the seventh inning before the
Dodgers went with three unearned runs.
Hernan Perez, who replaced Aramis Ramirez
at third at the start of the inning, booted a
two-out grounder by Alex Guerrero, and
Jimmy Rollins singled to put runners at the
corners. Rollins stole second, and Ethier fol-
lowed with his single to center while batting
for reliever Chin-hui Tsao (1-0). Pederson fol-
lowed with an opposite-field drive into the
left field corner to bring home Ethier. Tsao
earned his first victory as a Dodger with a
scoreless seventh. J.P.  Howell pitched the
eighth and Kenley Jansen got three outs for
his 15th save in 16 attempts.

ANGELS 7, MARINERS 3
Mike Trout and C.J. Cron both homered

twice and Hector Santiago survived a shaky
start to lead Los Angeles past Seattle. Trout’s
three-run homer in the third inning off Mike
Montgomery (4-3) erased a 1-0 deficit. He
opened the seventh with a solo shot, tying
him for the league lead at 26 with teammate
Albert Pujols.

Cron opened the fourth with his fourth
home run and then hit the first pitch from
reliever Danny Farquhar for a two-run shot in
the sixth to make it 6-1. Santiago (6-4) gave
up one run and eight hits in seven innings.
Mark Trumbo hit a two-run homer for Seattle
in the ninth off Vinnie Pestano, called up from
Triple-A Salt Lake earlier in the day. The
Angels won for the sixth time in seven games

to pull  within a half  game of first-place
Houston in the AL West.

ROYALS 3, BLUE JAYS 0
Danny Duffy pitched six sharp innings to

pick up his first victory in more than two
months as Kansas City beat Toronto. Duffy (3-
4) shut down a Blue Jays offense, which leads
the majors with 470 runs. He gave up four sin-
gles while walking three and hitting a batter
to earn his first victory since beating Detroit
on April 30.

The Royals have won six straight to
improve to an American League-best 51-34.
Eric Hosmer went 4 for 4, his first four-hit
game of the season and his eighth career
game with at least four hits. Salvador Perez,
Alex Rios and Alcides Escobar each had two
hits and an RBI.

Marco Estrada (6-5) gave up a season-high
nine hits and lost for the first time since May
27. The Blue Jays, 3-7 in July, dropped below
.500 for the first time since June 8.

GIANTS 15, PHILLIES 2
Hunter Pence hit a grand slam as part of an

eight-run fourth inning against former All-Star
Cole Hamels, and San Francisco cruised past
Philadelphia.

Joe Panik had four hits, including a two-
run homer, and drove in three runs. Justin
Maxwell, who also had four hits, tripled and
doubled in runs and was a home run shy of
the cycle. Matt Duffy recorded a career-high
four hits as the Giants accumulated 22 hits,
their most in AT&T Park history.

All-Star Madison Bumgarner (9-5) went 5
2/3 innings, allowing two runs on eight hits.
He failed to finish six innings in back-to-back
starts for the first time this season.

Hamels (5-7) got the first out of the fourth
and then surrendered seven hits and walked a
batter before Jake Diekman came in to finish
the inning.—AP

American League
Eastern Division

W L PCT GB      
NY Yankees 47 39 .547 -       
Baltimore 44 42 .512 3       
Tampa Bay 44 45 .494 4.5   
Toronto 44 45 .494 4.5   
Boston 41 46 .471 6.5   

Central Division
Kansas City 51 33 .607 -       
Minnesota 47 40 .540 5.5   
Detroit 44 42 .512 8       
Cleveland 42 44 .488 10      
Chicago White Sox 40 44 .476 11      

Western Division
Houston 49 40 .551 -       
LA Angels 47 39 .547 0.5   
Texas 42 44 .488 5.5   
Seattle 40 47 .460 8       
Oakland 39 50 .438 10      

National League
Eastern Division

Washington 46 39 .541 -       
NY Mets 45 42 .517 2       
Atlanta 42 45 .483 5       
Miami 36 51 .414 11      
Philadelphia 29 60 .326 19      

Central Division
St. Louis 56 31 .644 -       
Pittsburgh 51 35 .593 4.5   
Chicago Cubs 46 39 .541 9       
Cincinnati 39 45 .464 15.5  
Milwaukee 37 51 .420 19.5  

Western Division
LA Dodgers 50 38 .568 -       
San Francisco 44 43 .506 5.5   
Arizona 42 43 .494 6.5   
San Diego 39 49 .443 11      
Colorado 37 49 .430 12      

MLB results/standings
Chicago White Sox 1, Chicago Cubs 0; Baltimore 3, Washington 2; Pittsburgh 5, St. Louis 2; NY Yankees 5, Boston
1; NY Mets 4, Arizona 2; Tampa Bay 3, Houston 1; Cleveland 5, Oakland 1; Cincinnati 1, Miami 0; Texas 4, San
Diego 3; Minnesota 8, Detroit 6; Colorado 5, Atlanta 3; LA Angels 7, Seattle 3; LA Dodgers 3, Milwaukee 2.

PITTSBURGH: St. Louis Cardinals’ Matt Carpenter rounds third after hitting a two-run home
run during the third inning of a baseball game against the Pittsburgh Pirates. —AP

BALTIMORE: Orioles’ Nolan Reimold breaks his bat as he singles in front of Washington Nationals catcher Jose Lobaton in the second inning
of an interleague baseball game. —AP

Orioles rally past Nationals
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