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He later told a news conference that the consulate had
been the intended target.

Meanwhile, Kuwait’s ambassador in Cairo Salem Al-
Zamanan said Kuwaiti citizens in Egypt are all safe and
none of them has been harmed by a blast that rocked
downtown Cairo early yesterday. “None of the Kuwaiti res-
idents, students or tourists has been hurt by the explo-
sion,” Al-Zamanan said, urging Kuwaitis in Egypt to con-
tact the embassy for inquiry or for help. 

Italy ‘intends to respond’ 
“We intend to respond firmly but also soberly... without

alarmism,” Gentiloni added.  Prime Minister Matteo Renzi
spoke to Egyptian President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi and said
the two countries will stand together “in the fight against
terrorism and fanaticism”. Militants have carried out scores
of attacks since the army, then led by Sisi, overthrew
Islamist president Mohamed Morsi in July 2013. Militant
attacks have killed hundreds of policemen and soldiers,
mostly in the Sinai Peninsula. Diplomats had said they
had been warned by police months ago that embassies
could be targeted, but it was not clear whether this was
based on specific intelligence.

At least one Western embassy had been relocated over
security concerns. The attack was also denounced by EU
foreign affairs chief Federica Mogherini and France, as
both expressed solidarity with Egypt. “Once again Egypt is
under attack, once again Europeans have been hit by ter-
rorists,” Mogherini said in a statement. “We stand by the
Egyptian authorities in their efforts to fight terrorism and
bring the perpetrators of this attack to justice.” In Sinai,
jihadists loyal to the Islamic State group in Iraq and Syria

launched a wave of attacks on July 1 that killed at least 21
soldiers. IS, which controls parts of Iraq and Syria, has
called on its affiliates elsewhere to attack Western targets.

Uproar over new law
The latest bombing comes with the government set to

approve an anti-terrorism law that has sparked uproar
among journalists and rights activists. The new legislation
appears to grant police and soldiers impunity when carry-
ing out “anti-terrorism” operations, and stipulates death
sentences for the founders of vaguely defined “terrorist”
groups. Five-year jail terms could also be meted out for
promoting “terrorism” on social media. 

The draft law would ban independent reporting of mil-
itant attacks, stipulating a two-year prison sentence for
journalists who contradict death tolls in official state-
ments. The cabinet has said it would reconsider that pro-
vision following a media outcry. Rights groups say free-
doms have been trampled under Sisi’s administration. Sisi
won elections last year, pledging to wipe out the militants
and Morsi’s blacklisted Muslim Brotherhood.

He had overseen a crackdown that killed at least 1,400
people, mostly Islamist protesters during the dispersal of
sometimes violent protests. Thousands have been jailed,
including secular dissidents, and hundreds sentenced to
death in mass trials, although most have won retrials. The
crackdown initially brought international pressure on Sisi,
especially from the European Union, before giving way to
support as he positions himself as a front line opponent
of regional jihadists. Sisi is widely popular in Egypt, where
many have demanded a strong leader who can restore
stability after more than four years of turmoil following
the 2011 uprising that overthrew president Hosni
Mubarak. — Agencies  
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There were about 70 scribes, including the four to-be
caliphs, three of his wives, and other people designated for
the job. In addition to hundreds of his companions who
memorized large portions of the Quran, the Prophet
(PBUH) often reviewed the Quran with specific companions
to check the order and pronunciation of verses. In 10 AH,
the Prophet (PBUH) died, marking the end of divine revela-
tion and the completion of the Quran. 

As the first Muslims who witnessed the revelation and
transcription began to age and die, the Prophet’s compan-
ions recognized a need to collate and preserve the Holy
Scripture for coming generations. Several reasons made
that need more urgent:  one year after the Prophet’s
(PBUH) death, 100 memorizers were killed in the Battle of
Yamama, which followed the massacre of 70 memorizers
several years earlier.  Islam was also quickly spreading over
wide geographic areas, and the multitudes who entered
the fold of Islam needed access to the scripture in its cor-
rect form.

Upon Umar ibn Al-Khattab’s suggestion, the first caliph
Abu Bakr consulted other companions and approved the
compilation of a comprehensive transcription of the Quran
for preservation and dissemination purposes.  It was a monu-
mental task that was carried out under a very strict method-
ology. Abu Bakr appointed Zayd bin Thabit, one of the offi-
cial scribes and memorizers of Quran, for the job. Bilal and
Umar spread the word throughout the area of the communi-
ty-wide effort to collate and verify an official hard copy.

Each contributor was to present his written record
along with two witnesses to verify that he had written it in
the presence and under the direction of the Prophet

(PBUH) himself. Transcriptions were recorded on leather
and ordered according to the latest revisions with the
Prophet (PBUH). Then the words and order of verses were
verified by those who had memorized the Quran. The final
transcript, a single book, was kept with Abu Bakr, the first
caliph. Upon his death, it was passed to Umar Ibn Al-
Khattab and, after his death, to Uthman bin Affan.  

Uthman used Abu Bakr’s transcript as a basis for copy-
ing and verifying six copies, which were compared against
Abu Bakr’s transcript as well as the oral memorization of
surviving companions. One copy stayed with the caliph
and five copies were sent to major regions in the fast-
growing Muslim world. In addition, each copy was sent
with an official reciter to demonstrate the correct pronun-
ciation. All this was accomplished within 15 years of the
Prophet’s death (PBUH). Some people believe that the
ancient manuscripts stored in the Topkapi Museum in
Turkey and the Tashkent Library in Samarkand, Uzbekistan,
are among the six copies commissioned by Uthman bin
Affan. The Quran has always been widely available to the
masses.  

In addition to the millions of Arabic Qurans that are
printed each year, translations in countless languages are
also widely available, as well as audio recordings on vari-
ous media. The number of people who have memorized
the Quran in its entirety since its revelation has only
grown. Therefore, the Quran’s verses are heard, read, recit-
ed, memorized and studied by Muslims of all ages, from all
walks of life, all around the world. The Quran was revealed
as “glad tidings and a warner” (5:19 and many verses).
None of us should neglect to do what the first revealed
words of the Quran instructs us to do:  “Read (or recite) in
the name of your Lord who created!”

The Revelation and compilation of Quran

NAJAF: Shiite Muslims hold the Quran on their heads as they pray on Lailat Al-Qadr (Night of Power) which marks the night in which the holy Quran was first revealed to the Prophet Mohammed
(PBUH) , outside the shrine of Shiite Imam Ali in the holy Iraqi city of Najaf. — AFP 


