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SEPANG, Malaysia: Families of those
killed when Malaysia Airlines flight MH17
was shot down over Ukraine last year
demanded justice yesterday at an emo-
tional memorial ceremony ahead of the
first anniversary of the disaster. The som-
bre memorial service at Kuala Lumpur
International Airport was attended by
Prime Minister Najib Razak, and relatives
of those who died used the opportunity
to air their continued frustrations over the
handling of the tragedy.

“We want to find out who shot down
the plane. We must find out,” said Ivy Loi,
whose husband Captain Eugene Choo
was one of the pilots on board the flight.
Loi, who was greeted by many Malaysia
Airline employees at the event, attended
the service with her two sons and rela-
tives. “We’re just trying to cope,” she
added as she wiped away tears. The
Boeing 777 passenger jet was travelling
between Amsterdam and Kuala Lumpur
when it was shot down in eastern Ukraine
on July 17, during some of the worst
fighting between government forces and
pro-Russian separatists who took up arms
against Kiev’s pro-Western government a
few months earlier.

All 298 passengers and crew on board
the Malaysia Airlines jetliner - the majori-

ty of them Dutch - died. Suspicions
immediately fell on the separatists, who
may have used a surface-to-air missile
supplied by Russia to shoot down the
plane. But Moscow flatly denied it was
involved and pointed the finger instead
at Ukraine’s military. Speaking at the
memorial, Najib said the international
criminal probe into the downing of the
plane was ongoing and could be com-
pleted by the end of the year. “Detailed
investigations are still continuing... and
they are expected to be finished by the
end of 2015 at least,” he said.

‘It’s Ramadan and We
Feel the Sadness’ 

The memorial was held on Saturday
instead of the first anniversary - July 17 -
because it falls during Eid al-Fitr, Islam’s
biggest festival and the culmination of
the fasting month of Ramadan, a time of
joyful family gatherings. The timing of the
anniversary is therefore especially painful
for Muslim-majority Malaysia. “It ’s
Ramadan and we feel the sadness,” said
Shahadat Bey, whose aunt died in the
crash. “Everyone is just pointing fingers
but it’s very important that we get some
closure and justice because everybody
needs to know what happened,” he

added. Madzalina Ghazalee, whose sister
perished in the disaster, said the past
weeks had been a difficult time. “For
Ramadan, we’re sad because we’re so
used to having all the family members
around during this period but now its not
the same,” she said. Rita Phang, 62, lost
her cousin when the plane was downed.
“I know it’s almost a year, but we still feel
sad, even though we know we have to
accept the way things are,” she said. “But
action needs to be taken. I want justice to
be served.”

The event saw grieving families
observe a minute’s silence. Many cried
and became emotional when the names
of the passengers scrolled across screens
in tribute to the dead. Transport Minister
Liow Tiong Lai insisted that the govern-
ment was doing all it could. “Malaysia is
single-minded in making sure we find out
who the people responsible for this
tragedy are,” he said.

Malaysia is working with Australia,
Belgium, the Netherlands and Ukraine -
all member countries of the Joint
Investigation Team - on setting up an
international tribunal. A draft UN resolu-
tion, obtained by AFP, calls for establish-
ing the tribunal under Chapter 7 of the UN
charter, which means that the court’s

efforts to prosecute those responsible
could be enforced by sanctions. Malaysia’s
UN ambassador Ramlan Ibrahim told the
15-member Security Council in early July
that a UN court would “provide the high-
est degree of legitimacy for the trial”.
However, Russia said on Thursday it would

oppose the resolution. Just four months
prior to the MH17 incident, Malaysia
Airlines Flight MH370 vanished without a
trace with 239 people on board after its
communications systems were apparently
deliberately shut off, becoming one of avi-
ation’s enduring mysteries. —AFP 

As anniversary looms, MH17 families demand justice

XIANGSHAN, China: A resident rides a bicycle on a road submerged by water in this county in east China’s Zhejiang Province yesterday. —AP

Typhoon Chan-hom 
swipes eastern China

More than a million people evacuated

KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysian authorities
investigating Prime Minister Najib Razak
said they are also looking into allegations
that 2 million ringgit ($529,000) was
deposited into the accounts of his wife ear-
lier this year. The allegation against Rosmah
Mansor is another blow to Najib, who is
being investigated on suspicion that hun-
dreds of millions of dollars from state
investment fund 1MDB ended up in his
personal accounts. The Sarawak Report
website said Thursday that investigations
into 1MDB showed the money was deposit-
ed into Rosmah’s account in a local bank in
eight transactions earlier this year. It didn’t
say whether the money came from 1MDB.

Attorney-General Abdul Gani Patail said
Friday the task force is aware of the allega-
tion against Rosmah even before it was
reported and that an investigation is under-
way. Rosmah’s lawyers slammed the news
report as “menacing and false”. The account
belongs to Rosmah but she didn’t take any
money from 1MDB, Noorhajran Mohd Noor
Advocates and Solicitors said in a statement.
Rosmah has not “committed any criminal
offence or misappropriation of funds and
strongly denies any links to the funds being
from 1MDB,” the statement said.

The lawyers urged Malaysia’s central
bank to investigate the unauthorized dis-
closure of her bank account details, saying
it was a breach of her privacy and will
erode investors’ trust in the country’s bank-

ing system. 1MDB, set up by Najib in 2009
to develop new industries, has accumulat-
ed 42 billion ringgit ($11.1 billion) in debt
after its energy ventures abroad faltered.
Critics have voiced concern about 1MDB’s
massive debt and lack of transparency.

The country’s attorney general con-
firmed a week ago that he had received
documents from investigators that linked
Najib and 1MDB. The existence of the docu-
ments, which allegedly show $700 million
was wired from entities linked to 1MDB
into Najib’s accounts, was first reported by
The Wall Street Journal. The newspaper said
five deposits were made into Najib’s
accounts and that the two largest transac-
tions, worth $620 million and $61 million,
occurred in March 2013 ahead of a general
election.

The documents sent to the attorney
general pave the way for possible criminal
charges, and have embroiled Najib in the
biggest crisis of his political career. Najib
has denied taking any money from 1MDB
for his personal gains and said the allega-
tions are part of a political sabotage. If
charged, Najib would be the first Malaysian
prime minister to face a criminal prosecu-
tion. His ruling National Front coalition has
been in power since independence from
Britain in 1957. However, support for the
coalition has eroded in the last two general
elections. In 2013, it won the polls but lost
the popular vote for the first time. —AP 

SEPANG: Malaysia’s Prime minister Najib Razak meets family members and
next-of-kin of Malaysia Airlines flight MH17 victims during a memorial service
to mark the first anniversary of the tragedy at the Bunga Raya complex at Kuala
Lumpur International Airport yesterday. —AFP 

SHANGHAI: Typhoon Chan-hom swiped east-
ern China yesterday, paralysing transport links
and devastating farmland as authorities evacu-
ated more than a million people, the govern-
ment and state media said. The storm, which
killed five people in the Philippines earlier in the
week and injured more than 20 people in Japan
yesterday, made landfall at around 4:40 pm
(0840 GMT ) on an island near the city of
Ningbo, which is south of Shanghai,  the
National Meteorological Center (NMC) said.
Chan-hom was however expected to skirt the
coast before heading back out to sea rather
than going further inland. There were no imme-
diate reports of casualties from the storm,
which forced the cancellation of hundreds of
flights and bus and rail services. Ningbo, in
Zhejiang province, has a population of almost
six million people while Zhujiajian town, which
took the direct hit from the typhoon, is home to
around 36,000. The NMC maintained its highest
red alert for the storm despite earlier down-
grading it from “super” to “strong”.

Zhejiang evacuated 1.07 million people and

called its entire fishing fleet back to port, state
media said. Provincial authorities said earlier
that nearly 30,000 vessels had moored safely.
Powerful winds blew down trees and street
signs across Zhejiang and knocked down an
unoccupied building in the city of Cixi, provin-
cial television reported. More than 600 flights at
four airports in Zhejiang were cancelled, the
official Xinhua news agency said.

In Zhejiang’s Sanmen county, local television
showed dozens of melons floating in a flooded
field, as a farmer lamented his lost harvest.
“There might be no crop this year,” he said.
Torrential rain in Taizhou city triggered a land-
slide which briefly blocked a road.

Typhoon to ‘Brush’ Shanghai 
Shanghai forecast the typhoon would “brush”

within 100 km of the city late Saturday or early
Sunday as it veered into the Yellow Sea, accord-
ing to a local government posting on its official
microblog. The Shanghai government urged
residents to stay home and cancelled several
public events as rain picked up towards midday.

“We recommend everyone does their best to
use ‘squatting at home’ tactics to welcome the
typhoon,” it said in a statement.

More than 400 flights at the city’s two air-
ports were cancelled, along with 330 long-dis-
tance bus journeys and several trains, according
to reports. Traffic thinned in Shanghai, though
enterprising taxi drivers still cruised the streets
looking for fares despite the storm, which blew
branches off trees. Chan-hom is forecast to
affect a wide swathe of China, also bringing
heavy rain to the eastern provinces of Fujian
and Jiangsu, the NMC said. 

Fujian, south of Zhejiang, has evacuated
more than 30,000 people and Jiangsu over
46,000. The typhoon is the second storm to hit
China in days after severe tropical storm Linfa
made landfall on the coast of Guangdong
province further south. The US government’s
Joint Typhoon Warning Center forecast that
after hitting China, Chan-hom would head
towards the Korean peninsula, bringing “gale-
force” winds to the west coast  of  South
Korea.— AFP 

Najib faces fresh blow 
as wife under scrutiny

Suu Kyi says opposition to 
contest Myanmar election

NAYPYIDAW, Myanmar: Myanmar’s Aung
San Suu Kyi yesterday said her opposition
would participate in historic polls set for Nov
8, vowing the party would amend the con-
stitution that bars her from the presidency if
it wins. It will be the first general election in
a quarter of a century to be contested by the
National League for Democracy (NLD), which
is expected to make huge gains in the ballot
box if the vote is free and fair. “We have
decided to take part in the election,” Suu Kyi
told a room packed with reporters at her res-
idence in the capital Naypyidaw.

The confirmation comes after months of
speculation over whether the party would
boycott elections seen as a crucial test of
Myanmar’s transition towards democracy
after decades of outright military rule ended
in 2011. The NLD had refused to rule out not
standing as it battled to amend a junta-era
charter that bars those with a foreign spouse
or children from the presidency - Suu Kyi’s
late husband and two sons are British.

But after last month losing a key parlia-
mentary vote aimed at ending the military’s
effective veto on constitutional change - the
first hurdle in changing the provision bar-
ring her from the top job - the Nobel laure-
ate said she would not back down. Flanked
by senior party figures at the press confer-
ence, a determined Suu Kyi said her opposi-
tion knew she would be “debarred” from the
presidency. She said there was “a plan” in
place to get around the fact that the party
had yet to name a potential candidate for
the leadership if it wins at the polls - though
she declined to reveal details.

“We are not going to the election without
having an idea of how we intend to handle
this problem,” Suu Kyi said. She added that
the party would redouble its constitutional
change efforts after the polls. “If the NLD

wins in the election, we will amend the con-
stitution,” she told journalists.

Concern over Voter Lists 
For Myanmar’s roughly 30 million voters

the election presents a rare opportunity to
cast their votes in a nationwide poll contest-
ed by the country’s main opposition. The
NLD won national polls in 1990 by a land-
slide, while Suu Kyi was under house arrest.
But it was prevented from taking power by
the military, who had plunged the country
into decades of isolation. Suu Kyi spent
some 15 years under house arrest and was
also locked up during the last general elec-
tion in 2010, which was boycotted by the
NLD and marred by accusations of cheating.

But the opposition leader and 44 of her
party members now sit in parliament after a
2012 by-election held as part of sweeping
reforms under a quasi-civilian government
following the end of outright military rule in
2011. A pressing concern for the party in
recent weeks has been the status of official
voter lists, with election officials acknowl-
edging that those displayed across the
country are riddled with inaccuracies. Suu
Kyi reiterated that the lists needed to be cor-
rected if the elections were to be free and
fair, as President Thein Sein promised again
after the poll  date was announced on
Wednesday.

The Myanmar leader, a former general,
has been cheered by the international com-
munity for unleashing political and econom-
ic reforms that have cracked open the coun-
try’s isolation, sparking the end of most
Western sanctions. But as elections loom,
fears have grown that the nation, which was
ruled by the military for nearly half a centu-
ry, might be back-pedalling on its democrat-
ic transition. —AFP 

NAYPYIDAW, Myanmar: National League for Democracy chairperson Aung San Suu
Kyi addresses journalists during a press conference at her residence in the capital
yesterday. — AFP 

6 dead in attacks in southern Thailand
PADANG BESAR, Thailand: Six people were killed and 11
others wounded in a series of attacks in Thailand’s insur-
gency-plagued south, police said yesterday. More than
5,000 people in Thailand’s southernmost provinces have
been killed since a Muslim separatist insurgency erupted in
2004. The insurgents have not issued specific demands but
are generally believed to be fighting for an independent
state. Three women were killed by a motorcycle bomb that
exploded late Friday night near a karaoke bar in the border
town of Padang Besar, said Police Lt Col Niyom Dumla-iad.
Three other people were hurt and the explosion damaged
the bar and nearby houses, cars and motorcycles.

Arson was blamed for the deaths of three people at a
shop in Sungai Kolok, another border town, where eight
other people were wounded by an improvised bomb hid-
den in a planter in front of a hotel. Three of those hurt were
women from Laos. The Thai border towns have a reputa-
tion for a nightlife catering to visitors from across the bor-
der in more puritanical Malaysia, where traditional Islamic
morality is more strictly enforced. The attacks came during
the Muslim holy month of Ramadan.

Police Col Kong-at Suwannakam said attackers suspect-
ed to be Muslim separatists also threw giant firecrackers at
restaurants and set fire to two other shops in Sungai Kolok,
leaving eight people wounded. In Yala province, impro-
vised bombs toppled eight electricity transmission towers
overnight, police said.—AP  

SUNGAI KOLOK, Thailand: Thai rescue workers evacuate a dead man following a
bomb blast attack by suspected separatist militants in Thailand’s restive southern
province of Narathiwat yesterday. — AFP 


