
SACRAMENTO, California: Nearly 15
hours after a riot at a Northern California
prison, guards found a missing inmate
sawed nearly in two, with his abdominal
organs and most chest organs removed,
his  body folded and stuf fed into a
garbage can in a shower stall a few doors
from his cell. Details of the gruesome
M ay k i l l ing at  the medium-secur i t y
California State Prison, Solano, are laid
out in an autopsy report obtained by AP
under a public records request.

The grisly discovery raises obvious
questions about the prison’s security:
How could such a gruesome killing hap-
pen inside a locked facility with security
and surveillance? How could someone
obtain weapons sharp enough to dissect
a body? And why did it take so long to
uncover? Homicides are distressingly
common in California prisons. More than
160 inmates have been killed in the last
15 years, and the state has one of the
nation’s highest inmate homicide rates.
Yet the death of 24-year-old Nicholas
Anthony Rodriguez stands out.

Rodriguez’s missing organs are “still
part of the investigation” at the prison in
Vacavi l le,  40  mi les  southwest  of
Sacramento, Department of Corrections
and Rehabilitation spokeswoman Terry
Thornton said Friday. No one has been
charged with k i l l ing Rodr iguez,  an
Oakland man who was serving an eight-
year robbery sentence from Alameda
County. However, Thornton said his cell-
mate, a 46-year-old man serving a life
sentence for a Los Angeles County mur-
der, is considered the only suspect and is
being held in segregation. Thornton said
she couldn’t say how the homicide was
carried out or concealed since it’s still
being investigated.

“It just blows my mind, because offi-
cers are looking in on inmates all the
time,” said Christine Ward,  executive
director of  the Crime Victims Action
Alliance. “Unfortunately, we know that
there are drugs, there’s alcohol, there are
weapons. As much as the officers can
pol ice  that ,  we k now we’ve got  the
toughest, the baddest, the most violent
criminals in our state prison and unfortu-
nately some of the most cunning prison-
ers in there as well. They are going to
find ways to do that.”

Brawl 
Rodriguez ’s  body was  discovered

around 9:30 pm May 4, 141/2 hours after
inmates were ordered locked in their
cel ls  fo l lowing a  brawl  bet ween 58
inmates in his housing unit. Three pris-
oners and one correctional officer were
injured in the fight, and Thornton said an
inmate-made weapon was recovered.
She declined to describe it. Despite the

r iot  and result ing invest igat ion,
Rodriguez was not discovered missing
until a head count at 4:30 pm. Thornton
said officials initially assumed he had
escaped.

Investigators are looking into whether
the riot was created to conceal the slay-
ing or allow someone to move the body.
“It’s very difficult to cover every contin-
genc y with the l imited staff  that we
have,” said Chuck Alexander, president of
the California Correctional Peace Officers
Association that represents most prison
guards. “This kind of thing at Solano, sad
to say I predict it’s just a precursor,” he
said. He noted a 2011 California law that
keeps lower-level offenders in county
jails, leaving state prisons to hold the
most violent criminals. Changes in prison
policies, meanwhile, mean more danger-
ous offenders are being housed in lower-
security prisons like medium-security.

Rodriguez had alcohol in his system
and was dead before he was eviscerated,
killed by blows to the head that left him
with a deep star-shaped wound on his
forehead among his multiple skull frac-
tures, cuts and other wounds, according
to the May 27 autopsy report conducted
by the Solano County Sheriff coroner’s
office. His mother, Maria Rodriguez of
Oakland, said she has been given no
details about what happened. She said
she had not seen the autopsy report but
said that she knew her son’s body was
badly injured. “When I saw my son ... at
the funeral, he was so bad in the face,”
she said in a  telephone inter view.  “ I
cal led them last  week ,  and they say
they’re going to tell me in two weeks or
in three weeks, but right now we don’t
got nothing.”— AP 
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MANILA: Hundreds of schoolchildren in
the southern Philippines have fallen sick
after eating durian-flavored sweets, the
provincial governor said yesterday. Up to
1,350 elementary and high school stu-
dents were treated in hospital in nine
towns overnight after they complained of
stomach cramps, diarrhea, vomiting and
headaches late Friday, Surigao del Sur
governor Johnny Pimentel said.

As of yesterday, 250 remained in hospi-
tal but they were expected to be dis-
charged later in the day, Pimentel said.
Nine men and women who sold the
sweets from a van while the children were
on their lunch break have been arrested,
he said. Police are investigating whether
the sweets were expired or were deliber-
ately laced with poison, Pimentel added.

“The suspects had a plan to sell only to
school children. They went around nine
towns the whole day selling candies,” he
said.

The group denied to police that they
meant to poison the children, he added.
Pimentel said police were still trying to
establish why the group had travelled
some 300 kilometers from their home
province to sell the sweets. The south-
eastern region is the country’s main pro-
ducer of durian and the foul-smelling fruit
is transformed into a myriad of food prod-
ucts including confectionery, ice cream
and coffee. Poor enforcement of food
safety regulations has been blamed for
past  cases of  food poisoning in the
Philippines, an impoverished nation of
100 million people.— AFP 
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COLUMBIA, South Carolina: The Confederate bat-
tle flag no longer flies at South Carolina’s
Statehouse, now relegated to a room filled with oth-
er relics of the state’s secession. Other vestiges of the
Civil War-era South are unlikely to vanish so soon.
Several states have taken or are considering action
to remove the flag and other Confederate symbols
and monuments since the massacre of nine people
at a Bible study inside a black church; police have
charged a man shown in pictures with the flag who
they say was motivated by hate. It has been ban-
ished from Alabama’s Capitol and federal cemeter-
ies, and Memphis officials are working to move the
remains and a statue of slave trader and
Confederate Gen. Nathan Bedford Forrest out of a
prominent park. Still, the region is full of monu-
ments to key players in the Confederacy and even
the Ku Klux Klan. Confederate flags remain a com-
mon sight on license plates in the South, and the
flag is a part of Mississippi’s own state flag. Georgia’s
state flag is based on the national flag of the
Confederacy known as the stars and bars. The
response in South Carolina and other states is
encouraging after 15 years of no activity but was
prompted only by a “massacre,” said Mark Potok, a
senior fellow at the Southern Poverty Law Center.
“We need a kind of mental cleansing down here,”
Potok said. “It’s 150 years overdue.”

Large numbers of flag supporters, who say it
symbolizes Southern heritage and history, remain.

North Carolina sold out of its version of Confederate
license plates when Gov. Pat McCrory said the state
should stop selling them; no action has been taken
yet to halt the sales. Sons of Confederate Veterans
groups in states including Georgia and Virginia have
pledged to fight to keep them.

Chad Haden, 34, of Braxton, Mississippi, said
many flags have flown for nations that allowed slav-
ery, including the US flag. Haden said one of his
ancestors fought for the Confederacy, and he does
not want to see Mississippi’s flag change any more
than he wanted the battle flag in South Carolina to
come down. “I’ve got to question the motive of it, of
why they come after us? It’s like they’re trying to
take one bad thing from us, slavery, and they ignore
the progress that was made before the war. They try
to make us the villain. I’ve got a question: Is it just a
hatred of Southerners?” 

Top Republicans in Mississippi, including the
House speaker and both US Senators, have pushed
to follow South Carolina’s lead, though Gov Phil
Bryant has said he won’t call a special session to con-
sider removing the battle flag from the state flag. He
has pointed to a 2001 vote where supporters of the
flag outnumbered opponents 2-to-1. Bryant, his
lieutenant governor and every member of the legis-
lature are up for re-election this fall. Derrick Johnson,
president of the Mississippi NAACP, has called on
Bryant to bring about change. “It’s time to write the
next chapter of our history,” he said Thursday.

Failed Efforts
Georgia’s state flag long resembled the

Confederate stars and bars until 1956, when the
design prominently incorporated the battle flag
design removed from South Carolina. That was
widely believed to be a protest to the Supreme
Court decision in Brown v Board of Education that
ordered the desegregation of schools. In 2001,
Democratic Gov Roy Barnes signed a law ordering
a new flag that prominently featured the state seal
against a blue background; much smaller images
of the older, Confederate-inspired flags of the past
were shown beneath, above the words “In God We
Trust”. That design lasted only until 2003, when
Barnes lost re-election and his Republican succes-
sor signed a bill into law restoring the stars and
bars-inspired design. Other efforts to change the
flag failed, including in 1993 when then-Gov Zell
Miller called the rebel emblem “the Confederacy’s
most inflammatory symbol.” Democratic state Sen
Vincent Fort, who is black, plans to introduce leg-
islation to end Georgia’s commemoration of
Confederate holidays,  which are commonly
observed by governments in the Deep South.
However, many of his Republican counterparts in
the GOP-dominated legislature and the governor
have shown little appetite for taking up such
issues. “We will take our first bite at the elephant,
and digest it one bite at a time,” Fort said last
month.— AP 

WASHINGTON: The US’s top psychology
association colluded with the Pentagon
and the CIA to devise ethical guidelines to
support post-9/11 interrogation techniques
that have since been labeled as torture, a
report said Friday. Some members of the
American Psychological Association (APA),
including senior staff, sought to “curry
favor” with defense officials, according to
the  542-page probe commissioned by
APA’s board. These individuals issued an
ethics policy that aligned with government
interrogation techniques after the Sept 11
2001 terror attacks, such as waterboarding
and sleep deprivation. The association col-
luded with several government agencies,
including the Pentagon and the Central
Intelligence Agency (CIA), to devise ethical
guidelines for the interrogation program

under former president George W Bush,
according to the review.

The government agencies “purportedly
wanted permissive ethical guidelines so
that their psychologists could continue to
participate in harsh and abusive interroga-
tion techniques being used by these agen-
cies after the September 11 attacks,” the
report said. “APA’s principal motive in doing
so was to align APA and curry favor with
DoD (Department of Defense). There were
two other important motives: to create a
good public-relations response, and to
keep the growth of psychology unre-
strained in this area.” The findings come
after Democrats on the US Senate
Intelligence Committee in December
released a damning report detailing brutal
and previously unknown interrogation

techniques, including beatings and rectal
rehydration, used by the CIA on Al-Qaeda
suspects post 9/11. 

APA Apologizes 
According to Friday’s report, APA’s ethics

director Stephen Behnke worked with a
military psychologist to draft the organiza-
tion’s public policy statements and also
received a Pentagon contract to train inter-
rogators. The report said he did not tell the
APA board about his involvement in train-
ing defense department staff. Responding
to the findings, the APA - the largest profes-
sional psychology organization in the
country - said Friday it would review its
policies and urge a ban on its psychologists
from participating directly in interroga-
tions. “The organization’s intent was not to

enable abusive interrogation techniques or
contribute to violations of human rights,
but that may have been the result,” said
Nadine Kaslow, who led an independent
review committee that commissioned the
report. “We profoundly regret, and apolo-
gize for, the behavior and the conse-
quences that ensued.” The independent
review was led by attorney David Hoffman
of Sidley Austin law firm. It was commis-
sioned by APA’s board of directors and took
seven months to complete.  The report said
that in 2005, the APA created a task force to
review the association’s ethical guidelines
that determined when its psychologists
could participate in interrogations. 

A subsequent report from the task force
found there were no ethical violations of
psychologists’ participation in the govern-

ment’s “enhanced interrogation” program -
which included techniques such as water-
boarding, forced “stress positions” and
sleep deprivation. Behnke reportedly “col-
laborated behind the scenes about the
eventual content of the task force’s report,”
the review said. Critics cited in the report
said the APA’s decisions “were intentionally
made to help the government commit tor-
ture”. The report found that the ethical
guidelines “prioritized the protection of
psychologists - even those who might have
engaged in unethical behavior - above the
protection of the public.” The review also
found that two former APA presidents sat
on CIA advisory committees, and one of
them told the intelligence agency he did
not think that sleep deprivation constituted
torture. — AFP 
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COLUMBIA, South Carolina: Workers pull down the pole where the Confederate flag flew for 15 years at the South Carolina Statehouse on
Friday. -—AP 
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BEIRUT: An Israeli drone crashed in the
northern Lebanese port city of Tripoli
yesterday, the military said, in the sec-
ond such incident in three weeks. “At
around 8:30 am (0530 GMT ), a drone
belonging to the Israeli enemy went
down in the port of Tripoli, and the army
has taken the necessary measures,” the
Lebanese military said in a statement,
without elaborating. A security official
said the pilotless aircraft crashed into
the sea. “Fishermen had the impression a
plane was falling down towards their

harbor, close to the main port of Tripoli,”
said the source, who spoke on condition
of anonymity. “They alerted the army
which has retrieved the aircraft from
eight meters under water. It turned out
later that it was an Israeli drone,” the
source added. An spokesman for the
Israeli military refused to comment on
the reports. On June 21, Israel carried
out an air strike in eastern Lebanon to
destroy one of its  drones that had
crashed in the mountains outside the vil-
lage of Saghbine. — AFP 
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PHOENIX: Donald Trump is stepping into the heart of
the nation’s battle over immigration when he visits
Arizona, and the Republican presidential candidate is
coming face to face not only with immigrant-rights
advocates but a Republican Party that is trying to
move beyond the divisive issue. The state’s major
Chamber of Commerce group, both US senators and a
host of other GOP backers heaped their ire on Trump
as yesterday’s visit drew near. Democrats and
Republicans who run the city government blasted
him even as they supported his right to rent the city-
owned Phoenix Convention Center for what is expect-
ed to be an overflow crowd. And GOP Gov Doug
Ducey, who met Marco Rubio and Wisconsin Gov
Scott Walker when they were recently in the state, is
snubbing the real estate mogul. Protesters plan to
gather outside the convention center, as they did
Friday in Los Angeles for another Trump event. He
spoke there to a group of conservatives after meeting
with the families of crime victims who were killed by
people in the US illegally. “The illegals come in and the
illegals killed their children,” he said. “And we better get
smart in the United States.” He repeated his claim that
Mexico is sending people to the US “that Mexico does-
n’t want,” while insisting he respects Mexico and its
leaders, and has “great relationships” with Mexican
people - including his employees.

Trump arrives in Arizona Saturday after speaking in
Las Vegas at the Libertarian-minded Freedom Fest
gathering. The businessman’s comments about immi-
gration haven’t elicited the public outcry in Nevada
that they have elsewhere even though the state’s pop-
ulation is 27 percent Hispanic. Trump’s appearance at
the conference, which bills itself as an egalitarian

event for free-thinkers to discuss and celebrate liberty,
was a recent addition to the lineup that includes a
speech by fellow Republican presidential contender
Marco Rubio on Friday night.

Plenty of Support 
Trump is getting plenty of support from immigra-

tion hawks in Arizona. Yesterday’s rally was first
planned at a posh resort that could handle about 1,000

guests, but was moved to the convention center,
which can handle more than 4,000 people. Maricopa
County’s tough-on-immigration sheriff, Joe Arpaio, was
set to speak before Trump at the event, which comes
weeks after the June 16 campaign kickoff speech in
which Trump said Mexican immigrants bring drugs
and crime to the country and some are rapists. He’s
since faced a series of cancellations from companies
that do business with him or his companies.—AP 
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BEVERLY HILLS, California: Donald Trump gestures while speaking surrounded by people
whose families were victims of illegal immigrants while meeting with the press at the Beverly
Wilshire Hotel, where some shared their stories of the loss of a loved one. — AFP 


