
NEW DELHI: Vinuta Gopal, acting head of Greenpeace
India, has had more than a few sleepless nights over
the past year worrying about the future of her organi-
zation. The Indian government labeled the group “anti-
national” for its campaigns against coal mining, geneti-
cally modified crops and nuclear power, and blocked its
bank accounts, deported foreign workers and stopped
Indian staff from overseas travel. The situation reached
crisis point in May when a funding crunch pushed the
charity to the brink of closure and Gopal and her 250 or
so colleagues made the decision to work for free.

But Greenpeace India is not alone in facing a
crackdown by governments which see the growing
affluence and influence of charities backed by social
media as a threat, say experts. Thousands of foreign-
funded non-government organizations from Latin
America and Africa to the Middle East and Asia have
come up against authorities imposing or drafting
laws which put a squeeze on their foreign donations,
jeopardizing their work.

“It’s been a tough year ... where one has felt that this
could well mean the end of Greenpeace in the India,”
Gopal told the Thomson Reuters Foundation. “The sig-
nal that they are sending by making a case out of
Greenpeace to larger civil society is that if you chal-
lenge our policies then we will come after you.” Over 60
countries in the last three years have sought to curb the
ability of non-profit groups to receive or use overseas
funds, using justifications which range from labeling
them as “foreign agents” to allegations of financial mis-
conduct, says the International Center for Not-for-Profit
Law (ICNL). These include Russia, China, Tajikistan,
Azerbaijan, Cambodia, Pakistan, Bangladesh, India,
Kenya, Uganda, Israel, Ethiopia, Angola, Honduras,
Venezuela and Egypt amongst others.

Shift in focus
The move comes following a surge in funding - and

a shift in focus for many non-profit groups that has
made governments edgy. Civil society groups received
$17.7 billion from developed nations in 2013, up from
$2.7 billion in 2004, according to humanitarian data
researcher Development Initiatives. Alongside this, they
have shifted from traditional work in basic service pro-
vision to advocacy and campaigning, mobilizing public
support through Facebook and Twitter on issues rang-
ing from corruption and conservation to religious and
gender rights.

This has prompted governments to impose various
restrictions including tougher financial reporting rules,
stemming funding through counter-terrorism laws,
forcing funds to be routed through governments, plac-
ing caps on funds and using laws such as treason to
pursue criminal charges. “Citizens are seeking to work
together to improve their everyday lives, but many
governments find this threatening. They don’t want to
be questioned or to be held to account by their citi-
zens,” said Douglas Rutzen, president of US-based ICNL.

“Some governments target NGOs that seek to
engage in advocacy or groups they don’t like. But in
many countries, restrictions apply across the board,

including groups that help battered women, run
orphanages, or provide public health services.” In
Cambodia last week, security forces prevented hun-
dreds of activists, unionists and charity workers from
protesting against a proposed law which requires
them to report their activities. NGOs say it is a move to
silence criticism.

While last month, dozens of Pakistani police turned
up at the Save the Children office in Islamabad, pad-
locked the gates and ordered the charity’s foreign staff
to leave the country. Although the decision was
reversed after criticism from western nations, Pakistan
has ordered all foreign non-profits to re-register within
three months and is drafting a law allowing officials to
stop overseas funded charities from operating.
Greenpeace India’s woes began in June 2014 when a
leaked report from India’s Intelligence Bureau claimed
foreign donors were paying charities to sabotage key
industrial projects with Greenpeace India the most
prominently mentioned charity.

Ford, Gates foundation under scrutiny
Officials accuse the charity of not accounting for 60

million rupees ($943,000) in its financial statements and
the group’s seven bank accounts were frozen in April. In
January an Indian staff member was barred from going
to London to talk to UK lawmakers about a coal project
in central India while last month an Australian staff
member with a visa was stopped by immigration and
deported without explanation. Greenpeace, which is
locked in a legal battle with the government and has
now been granted access to two of its bank accounts,
denies its activism is hurting economic development.

But in the world’s largest democracy, where there
are at least two million non-profits working in various
areas, the crackdown goes well beyond Greenpeace
India. In the last three months, the home affairs min-
istry has cancelled the licenses of more than 13,000
organizations, saying they have violated a law on for-
eign funding. Big donors are not immune. The US-
based Ford Foundation faces a probe into funding a
group run by a prominent rights activist and critic of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and auditors are investi-
gating the finances of charities funded by the Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation.

Charities welcome regulation and transparency,
aware of the need to keep the booming sector in
check, but say the law is being abused to the detriment
of those they are trying to help - the poor and margin-
alized. “It seems that ‘compliance’ is serving as a garb to
actually target those organizations and individuals
whose views the government disagrees with, and
indeed to monitor and stifle disagreement itself,” said
an open letter to Modi in May which was signed by
over 170 charities.

“Several NGO projects have shut down, donors are
unable to support work, and there is an overall atmos-
phere of state coercion and intimidation in India’s civil
society space.” Government officials deny trying to
muzzle opposing voices, saying they are enforcing the
law and national security. “There are many good

activists who think in a good way,” Indian environment
minister Prakash Javadekar told Indian news station
NDTV last month. “I don’t say that there are good NGOs
and bad NGOs. I say there are certain people with an
agenda.”

Shooting the messenger
Western donors say what is happening in India is

part of a broader global trend where governments
are using various methods to increasingly suppress
non-government groups including limitations on
financing, size, travel or registration. “(Other methods
include) cracking down on communications tech-
nologies that connect civil society groups and in
some cases physical harassment including jail and
torture,” said Chanan Weissman, a spokesperson for
the US State Department’s Bureau of Democracy,
Human Rights, and Labor. In 2014, the non-govern-
ment sector was active in crises such as the West
Africa Ebola outbreak, Nepal earthquake and in con-
flicts such as in Syria, Yemen, South Sudan and Gaza.
They also contributed to mobilizing people in anti-
austerity protests in Europe, pro-democracy protests
in Hong Kong and anti-graft demonstrations in Brazil.

CIVICUS, a global alliance of civil society groups,
says it documented 96 countries in 2014 where there
were serious violations to freedom of expression,
association and assembly of non-profit groups. From
2010-2013, CIVICUS tracked 75 serious threats to civil
society in roughly 75 countries a year. These included
Ethiopia and Egypt where journalists and bloggers
have been jailed, Kenya where over 330 NGOs sus-
pended and Azerbaijan where the bank accounts of at
least 50 charities have been frozen. Mandeep Tiwana,
CIVICUS’s head of policy and research said charities,
like every sector, had their problems, but generally
people were driven more by passion than profit.

“Because of the nature of their work in exposing
governance failures and grave rights violations sever-
al governments have created a bogey to demonize
and stigmatize, in public eyes, NGOs and activists
uncovering abuse,” said Tiwana. “Questioning the
messenger’s credentials is a common tactic that
helps deviate the argument from the real issues and
muddies the public discourse.” In countries such as
Egypt, Algeria, Jordan, Bahrain, Uzbekistan,
Turkmenistan, Eritrea and Bangladesh, laws require
charities to get approval to receive foreign funds,
leading to an Egyptian court in 2013 imposing jail
terms on 43 NGO staff.

In Ethiopia, authorities have put a cap on the
amount of overseas funding charities can receive,
while in Nepal, Uzbekistan, Eritrea, Sierra Leone
and Uganda, donations must be routed through a
governmental body. Governments in Russia,
Kyrgyzstan and Ukraine have attempted to stig-
matize charities receiving international funds
through “foreign agents” legislation. Israel is moot-
ing this. “The worst thing about the new legisla-
tion is the alienation of the NGOs and the commu-
nities they serve. — Reuters
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BERLIN: It’s nearly midnight and in a matter of min-
utes Greece will leave the euro. Banks are shuttered,
TV shows heatedly debate whether salaries will be
paid... and Inspector Haritos has a new crime to
solve. The prescient, if fictional, setting for a novel
by Greece’s “cult” crime writer Petros Markaris was
written three years ago and has captured readers’
imaginations well beyond Greece’s borders - espe-
cially in Germany.

Markaris’s colourful tales of corruption and often
grisly murders - tax cheats poisoned with hemlock
recalling the execution of the Greek philosopher
Socrates - belie a biting commentary on Greece’s cri-
sis-hit society. His books have topped the German
bestseller list, regaling readers with the dogged
investigations of his central character, the grumpy
but methodical Costas Haritos, the chief of Athens’s
murder squad, who has not been paid for three
months.

Born in the Turkish city of Istanbul to a Greek
mother and Armenian father, 78-year-old Markaris
studied in Vienna, then translated the works of
Goethe and Brecht. He speaks fluent German but
writes his novels in Greek. “This cosmopolitan culture
gives him a distance, an irony, a humour which
speaks to the German-language public,” his translator
Michaela Prinzinger told AFP. He was awarded the
Goethe Medal by Germany for his services to the lan-
guage and international cultural relations.

‘Misguided Ways’ 
Markaris himself declined an AFP request for an

interview, citing his homeland’s current struggle to
stay solvent, as its EU partners, led by the bloc’s
biggest economy and effective paymaster Germany,
demand reforms for aid. His 2012 novel “Bread,
Education, Liberty” already imagined a “Grexit”, as the
third in his “crisis trilogy”, and attacks leftist politicians
who have taken over power from the Greek military
junta. His Swiss-based German-language publisher,
Diogenes, declined to say how many books he has
sold but described him as a “cult author”.

The trilogy’s first volume, “Expiring Loans”, saw
bankers and international financiers decapitated with
a sabre. Then came “Termination” in which a serial
killing tax collector murders a wealthy surgeon and
businessman, among others, for evading the tax
authorities. “Markaris considers the detective novel a
means of investigating the misguided ways of his
country,” said France’s Loic Marcou, who devoted his
university thesis to exploring the genre of Greek
whodunits.

As his novels evolve and Greece sinks deeper
into dire economic straits, “the murderer more and
more becomes a political agitator who settles his dif-
ferences” with those seen as responsible for Greece’s
woes, he said. Through the eyes of Haritos, and his
wife Adriani, Markaris’s novels also build up a picture
of a corruption-blighted society grappling with the

rise of neo-Nazis. With his love of Greek coffee,
Haritos is portrayed zig-zagging through Athens’s
bustling streets in his Spanish Seat car trying to avoid
demonstrations by austerity-hit citizens.

‘Even with Drachma, we Party’ 
Germany’s influence jumps out of the pages as the

country blamed by many Greeks for their financial
predicament. Haritos questions a witness who resem-
bles Chancellor Angela Merkel and is called Mrs
Metaxas - the name of a Greek dictator - while a
German film crew captures post-Grexit images of
Greeks partying. One of the dancers shouts that they
want to show the Germans “even with the drachma, we
party. They don’t know how.” Meanwhile, Uli, a German
character, whose nationality initially provokes Adriani’s
mistrust, ends up being invited to share a traditional
home-cooked meal of stuffed courgettes. Markaris
“makes people laugh about Germany and that is some-
thing liberating”, Prinziger said. “Laughter allows an
understanding of the other to develop.” Despite the
gloom and doom hanging over Greece, however,
Markaris also draws out the humour and even an air of
optimism in his country. “Just when you think she’s
dying, she always finds a hero to save her,” one of his
characters says, of the country. “Greece will never die
because she always pulls a hero out of her hat at the
last minute.” It’s a sentiment that many Greeks hope will
prove to be more than just fiction. -—AFP 

Greek ‘crisis’ crime novelist captivates Germans

Charities face increasing 
crackdown worldwide

Surge in funding, campaigning raises tensions

THIAROYE, Senegal: Nearly a decade ago,
Senegalese fisherman Mor Mar embarked
on an illegal sea voyage to Spain, hoping a
better life awaited him in Europe. Along with
80 other would-be migrants, each of whom
paid smugglers at least $500, he left in a
large wooden pirogue from neighboring
Mauritania, surviving on rice, biscuits and
water until coming within 200 km of the
Spanish coast. High, violent waves turned
the boat back, and Mar, 39, never tried to
make the crossing again.

Now following news reports of the
more than 1,800 migrants who died this
year trying to cross the Mediterranean Sea,
Mar says he learned long ago to resist
Europe’s pull, having been turned off by
stories of limited opportunity and high
unemployment. “A lot of young men who
managed to get to Europe didn’t succeed
in building something for themselves back
in Senegal,” he said.  “They say the situation
is very difficult there.” Mar ’s views on
migration are shared widely in his native
Thiaroye, a fishing town on the outskirts of
Senegal’s capital Dakar that 10 years ago
was one of the first in the area to record
large-scale migration to Europe. Pape
Omar Diouf, a town elder, remembers how
the initial trickle of migrants soon turned
into a rush. “Nearly every day, we were
recording departures. Young people were
distraught because the fishing industry
was nearly dead,” he said. “The dream of
going to Europe animated everyone until
the deaths started to multiply.”

The sheer number of people presumed
to have died en route played a big role in
dampening the fishermen’s enthusiasm.
They now focus on trying to support them-

selves at home, difficult though it might be.
“We currently earn between 3,000 and
10,000 CFA francs per day (between $5 and
$17) after fierce efforts at sea, but we prefer
to limit ourselves to that,” said fellow
Thiaroye fisherman El-Hadji Cheikh Ndoye.

The lure of Europe remains strong else-
where in Senegal, however. About 2,300
Senegalese made the perilous land-and-sea
voyage to Italy between January and June
this year, according to Jo-Lind Roberts-Sene,
head of the Senegal office for the
International Organization for Migration.
The organization helps the government
coordinate the return of migrants, and in the
past year or so has repatriated about 400
Senegalese who had been seized while
working in Tripoli.

In the months to come, Senegal’s govern-
ment plans to more actively discourage peo-
ple from joining the wave of migrants. The
government intends to bolster economic
opportunity at home through initiatives
such as developing new farms employing
up to 40 people each, Sory Kaba, a top offi-
cial responding to the current migration cri-
sis, told journalists in May.

In Thiaroye, fishermen see their sector as
a great potential source of jobs for Senegal’s
youth - provided the government takes
steps to protect them. “We are always under
siege by larger boats that plunder our fish-
ing resources,” Ndoye said. “The state needs
to protect us more to keep us in the coun-
try.” While the fishermen don’t wish to
migrate now, Mar said there is no guarantee
that will remain the case if opportunity stag-
nates: “If the state does nothing for us, it
must be expected that young people will go
back into the pirogues.” — AP 
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VATICAN CITY: A former Polish archbishop became ill
and was placed in intensive care ahead of the opening
of his unprecedented trial on paedophilia charges at
the Vatican, officials said yesterday. Jozef Wesolowski
is accused of sexually abusing minors during his 2008-
13 stint as Vatican ambassador to the Dominican
Republic and of possessing child pornography in
Rome in 2013-14. His case is seen as a test of Pope
Francis’s push to prosecute sexual predators in the
face of accusations that the Catholic Church has not
done enough to identify and punish paedophiles in its
midst.

The hospitalisation of the 66-year-old reduced the
first day of his trial, which was open to the public, to
seven minutes before the judge recessed until a later,
unspecified date. Wesolowski “was taken ill and was
taken to a ... hospital where he was placed in intensive
care,” prosecutor Gian Piero Milano told the court, with
Vatican officials saying that the former cleric became
sick on Friday. When the trial reconvenes, Wesolowski’s
lawyers may motion for it to continue in closed ses-
sion.

His trial marks the first legal proceedings against
a church official since Francis overhauled the Vatican
justice system in response to swelling accusations of
child sexual abuse by prelates. If Wesolowski is con-
victed in the trial, in which the judge, defence lawyer
and prosecutors are all Italian lay people, he could face
a six-year prison term - more if aggravated circum-

stances are found - which he could serve in Vatican
detention facilities. 

Wesolowski was secretly recalled from his posting
in the Dominican Republic in 2012 after the Church
hierarchy was advised he had been regularly paying
young Dominican boys for sexual services. He was
defrocked by a Church court in June 2014 but
remained free until September of that year, when he
was placed under house arrest under an order the
Vatican said came directly from Pope Francis.

Test Case 
“The (pornography) case is based on an offence

introduced to Vatican legislation by Francis in 2013.
The other involves sexual abuse of minors prosecuted
on the case assembled by legal authorities of Santo
Domingo,” the Dominican capital, the Vatican said in a
statement ahead of the trial. “These serious allegations
will be scrutinised by the competent judicial body,
which will be assisted by both technical appraisals of
the IT systems used by the defendant and, if neces-
sary, international legal cooperation for the evaluation
of testimonial evidence from the competent
(Dominican) authorities.”

According to the Italian-language weekly
Panorama, the tribunal may request testimony
from deacon Francisco Javier Occi Reyes, who
was arrested in Santo Domingo accused of hav-
ing put Wesolowski in contact with minors. The

case marks the first time a Vatican court will hear
child sexual abuse charges against a former
Church official. But it is not the first time its legal
process has been used to hear charges of alleged
wrongdoing. In 2012 the Vatican tribunal drew
world-wide attention when it  heard a case
against Paolo Gabriele, Pope Benedict’s former
personal butler, for accusations he leaked secret
documents to the press. — AFP 

BUJUMBURA: Burundi’s presidential
election has been postponed to July 21
from July 15, a presidential spokesman
said yesterday, after African leaders
called for a delay in a bid to end the
nation’s worst political crisis since a civil
war ended in 2005. President Pierre
Nkurunziza’s announcement on April 25
that he planned to seek a third term in
office triggered weeks of protests by
opponents who say it violates the consti-
tution. The president cites a court ruling
say he can run again.

Opposition parties have said they
would boycott the presidential vote. They
also stayed away from parliamentary
polls in June, handing Nkurunziza’s party
a sweeping victory. When asked whether
the presidential vote had been delayed,
presidential spokesman Gervais Abayeho
told Reuters in phone text message:
“Postponed to July 21.” He said the
decree had been signed by the president
on Friday and was in response to the
request made by leaders of east African
states plus South Africa.

The African nations had sought a

delay unti l  July  30 to give t ime for
Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni to
try to mediate between the opposing
groups. Abayeho said such a long delay
“would be beyond constitutional limits.”
The constitution requires that the presi-
dential election is held at least a month
before the end of the president’s term,
which is Aug 26. The crisis has alarmed
a region with a history of ethnic con-
flict. Burundi’s civil war had pitted rebel
groups of the majority Hutus, including
one led by Nkurunziza, against minority
Tutsis, who commanded the army at
that time.

Dozens have been killed in protests
against Nkurunziza’s re-election bid,
mostly in the capital. Demonstrators
have regularly clashed with police. More
than 140,000 people have fled to neigh-
bouring states for fear of broadening vio-
lence. A general involved in a failed coup
attempt in May told Reuters this week he
and his comrades were still planning to
oust Nkurunziza. The government says
any attempt to destabilise Burundi would
be met by the security forces. — Reuters 
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THIAROYE, Senegal: In this photo taken on June 15, 2015, fishermen repair their
fishing nets as part of preparation to go out at sea. — AP 
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