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New York City Mayor Bill  de
Blasio has added the Muslim
holidays of Eid al-Fitr and Eid

al-Adha to the public school calendar
as official days off. Although this deci-
sion applies to Muslims living in the
state of New York, it sends an impor-
tant message to the Muslim world that
lives under contradictions and intoler-
ance. This article is my personal opin-
ion that we should not let such a ges-
ture go without recognition and also
expose the contradiction between
their messages to us and our mes-
sages to them on such occasions.

De Blasio announced on
Wednesday that all public schools in
the largest US school system will be
closed for Eid al-Fitr and Eid al-Adha in
2016. He said more than one million
children are being educated through
the New York City school system, the
largest in the US, adding that the deci-
sion reflects respects the diversity of
New York City. The news was well-
received by the Muslim community
there and I’m sure Muslim communi-
ties in other states will claim the same
treatment as NY. The decision reflects
respect of others’ religious holidays.

Non-Muslims, whether they are liv-
ing in the US or Kuwait, send their
good wishes on Eid to their Muslim
friends through text messages, emails
or direct calls, expressing their joy and
love. Even leaders of key Western
countries usually extend public greet-
ings to the Muslim world and its lead-
ers on these occasions.

Now, let’s talk about our message
to the Western world on these occa-
sions, as we are only a few days away
from Eid al-Fitr. This is the time when
conservatives and extremists speak
loudly and openly on social media, pri-
vate channels, the Web and even by
text messages, warning people of
burning in hell and God’s punishment
if they accept or exchange greetings
with non-Muslims on any holy occa-
sion, including Eid al-Fitr. In order to
create a convincing case, they tell
everyone that this is what Islam calls
for and those who don’t regard the
warnings are violating Islamic rules!
They even use fatwas and quotes from
history to make their calls seem truth-
ful and worthy. Guess what? We have
some people who believe them and
become devoted messengers to con-
vey these messages. 

Here is where the contradiction
occurs clearly. The West respects and
marks our religion and we allow some

people to use Islam and Western tech-
nological products to call for retarda-
tion, ignorance and intolerance. The
acceptance of such calls without rejec-
tion or denial encourages these
extremists to go further.

This is a contradiction and
hypocrisy. I send and exchange greet-
ings with my non-Muslim friends on
all occasions, especially Christmas and
New Year, and all  others holidays
including the two Eids. I highly appre-
ciate their kind gestures.

We are a few days from Eid Al-Fitr
and I send you all best wishes.

Letters to Muna
Dear Muna, 
First of all, I would like to thank

Almighty Lord for the safety and secu-
rity of all people in Kuwait. Sincerely,
Kuwait is a country whose love is in
every beat of our hearts. I read what
you wrote about the niqab and I
respect your point of view. But it hurts
that we Muslims accuse and warn
against the niqab just because evil
people make mistakes such as the
Pakistani man whom you wrote about.
Ms Fuzai, the niqab honors Muslim
ladies wherever they go and it never
causes fear or shame. These ladies in
niqab are our mothers and sisters
whom we highly honor. I understand
your passion towards Kuwait, but I
also realize that Kuwait and Kuwaitis
are secured and protected by Allah. I
hope that it is clear this letter has not
been sent to mean any offense but to
reflect your article’s reaction. 

Faris 

Dear Muna,
I  l ive in Australia and read the

Kuwait Times’ online edition every day.
About your article “No more beach
tan”, I’d be careful about encouraging
people to get suntans. I realized that
you didn’t encourage people to do so
in your article, but young Australians
here go to the beaches every summer
in hopes of getting that “perfect tan” -
and consequently Australia has the
highest rate of skin cancer in the
world. There are even ads on TV now
warning people to wear lots of sun-
screen in the sun - or simply stay out
of the sun as much as possible. There
is a saying in those TV ads: “There’s
nothing healthy about a suntan”. I
hope nations such as Kuwait learn
more about skin cancer and how
lethal the summer sun can be. 

Mick

Local Spotlight

New York and Eid

By Staff Reporter

KUWAIT: Kuwait has employed 2,571 stateless
residents at the private and public sectors in the
past three years, a government official said yes-
terday.

The step comes as part of state efforts to
improve the living conditions of the country’s
community of stateless residents, also known as
‘illegal residents’ in government rhetoric or more
commonly as ‘bedoons;’ an Arabic word that
means ‘without’ and refers to the fact that mem-
bers of this community live without citizenship
since birth.

The employment process is carried out
through the Central Agency for Remedying
Illegal Residents’ Status; a state body established
in 2010 to address problems facing Bedoons, in
coordination with the Civil Service Commission
(CSC), Waleed Al-Asfour, Assistant Secretary at
the Central Agency told Kuwait News Agency
(KUNA) yesterday.

The number of employees makes up around
two percent of the total number of stateless
people in Kuwait, estimated between 115,000
and 120,000.

Ultimatum
The Central Agency was given a five-year ulti-

matum when it was established to sort out the
stateless residents’ community and find those
who meet conditions of naturalization; including
residents whose Bedouin ancestors failed to reg-
ister for citizenship following Kuwait’s independ-
ence more than fifty years ago. Despite govern-
ment promises and MPs’ efforts to end the
decades-long bedoons’ dilemma, Kuwait is yet
to grant citizenship to thousands who the gov-
ernment says meet naturalization conditions
which includes carrying the 1965 Census docu-
ments, having ancestors who served in the mili-
tary as well as being a child of a Kuwaiti woman.

Members of Kuwait’s stateless residents’ com-
munity demand citizenship as well as civil and
social rights they are deprived from given their
illegal residence status. The government argues
that only 34,000 qualify for consideration while
the rest are Arabs or descendent of Arab people
who deliberately disposed their original pass-
ports after coming to Kuwait to seek citizenship
in the oil-rich country.

It remains unclear whether the Central

Agency has prepared a final solution to the
bedoons’ problem to be ready by the end of the
year or at any time in the future. Last month, a
number of MPs strongly criticized the govern-
ment during a parliament session for ‘refusing’ to
resolve the issue. “The problem of bedoons is a
snowball that is increasing by the day,” MP
Yousuf Al-Zalzalah said during the session, and
urged the Interior Minister to at least resolve
their humanitarian demands.

The plight of bedoons was highlighted when
authorities identified two stateless residents to
be directly involved in the June 26th Imam Al-
Sadiq mosque’s terrorist attack. Abdulrahman
Sabah Eidan Saud, who drove the suicide
bomber to the mosque, and Jarrah Nimr Mejbil
Ghazi, owner of the car used to transport the
bomber, reportedly admitted during investiga-
tions that they are affiliated to the Islamic State
(IS) group which claimed responsibility for the
attack. But lawmakers have urged authorities
not to ‘penalize’ stateless people because some
of them are suspected to have assisted in the
bombing. “The majority of bedoons are honest
people who have sacrificed for the country and
are serving the country in many fields including
as servicemen in the police and the army,” MP
Saleh Ashour said last week.

Frustration
The Central Agency had adopted measures

within a year after its creation to grant stateless
residents numerous rights such as obtaining
birth, marriage and death certificates as well as
driver’s licenses. But all measures failed to pro-
vide significant improvement in living condi-
tions or cut unemployment rates among
bedoons, prompting several protests in recent
years which saw around 200 stateless men
arrested for illegal gathering. Kuwait had previ-
ously launched a campaign against bedoons to
force them to prove their original identity,
depriving them of many basic rights despite crit-
icism by international human rights groups. In
an attempt to force bedoons to produce their
original nationality papers, Kuwait has refused to
issue essential documents to most of them,
including birth, marriage and death certificates.

The government and parliament had report-
edly reached an agreement last year to give pri-
ority to bedoons in naturalization after the maxi-
mum number of citizenships the state can grant

in a year was increased to 4,000, but no natural-
ization batches were announced before the end
of 2014. If the government grants citizenship to
4,000 bedoons every year, it would take eight
and a half years to naturalize only those that
Kuwait considers eligible to receive citizenship.

No jobs
MP Adnan Abdulsamad had criticized the

government during a June 16 parliament ses-
sion for ‘recruiting workers from outside Kuwait -
leaving many bedoons without jobs.’ “The plight
of bedoons is increasing and they are part of the
Kuwaiti social structure as there are cases when
two brothers are Kuwaitis and their two other
brothers are bedoons while in other cases the
father is Kuwaiti while his children are not,” he
said, adding that the problem of bedoons is a
black spot in Kuwait ’s white uniform. MP
Abdullah Al-Tameemi said authorities deal
harshly with bedoons and in an uncivilized and
inhumane way. The Interior Minister denied the
claims and said the government is providing
them many services and is studying their situa-
tion.

According to the statistics released yesterday,
the Health Ministry took the lion’s share of illegal
residents employed in the past three years with
some 1,005 landing jobs while the Ministry of
Education came in second with 471 individuals
followed by the Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic
Affairs with 135 people. Asfour said that the
main requirement for employment was that the
illegal residents had papers to prove that they
were included in the 1956 national census. He
noted that those with diplomas and higher
degrees had employment priority. Those with
nursing certificates and individuals employed to
perform Mosques prayer calls were excluded
from the diploma requirement, said the official.

Offspring of Kuwaiti female nationals as well
as children of military personnel - partaking in
the 1967, 1973 wars and liberation of Kuwait -
are also excluded from obtaining diplomas,
Asfour added. As for the private sector, the offi-
cial said that there were no specific require-
ments for those seeking jobs there. The Central
Agency had worked with Kuwait Union of
Consumer Cooperative Societies (KUCCS) to
employ some 670 illegal residents at 17
Cooperative Societies according to number last
obtain the end of June 2015, Asfour indicated.

2,571 illegal residents

employed in past 3 years
No solution in sight for bedoons’ problem

KUWAIT: Al Ahli Bank of Kuwait (ABK) recently
honored its 50 top Retail Banking employees for
their outstanding performance during the first
half of 2015. Held at the prestigious Sahara
Kuwait Golf Resort, the ceremony acknowledged
the excellent per formance of ABK’s Retail
Banking staff across a number of divisions,
including Central Sales, Cards, Collections,
Loans, Branches and its award winning Call
Center.   Mark Davies, AGM Retail Banking and
Othman Tawfiqi, AGM Retail Banking, thanked

staff for all their hard work and praised their out-
standing performance in the first half on the
year: “We are proud of what the team have
achieved in the first half of 2015. Tonight is to
recognize all the efforts made by individuals
across various departments in Retail Banking,
who have maintained consistent, exceptional
service levels. The work of these 50 outstanding
individuals, as well as all of our staff, showcases
the very best of ABK and our commitment to
continually providing our customers with the

best, easiest, and friendliest service.”
ABK has won a number of awards this year

including :  Best Retail Bank by The Banker
Middle East,  Best Improved Retail Bank in The
Middle East by The Asian Banker, Best Credit
Card by The Banker Middle East, Best Contact
Center by Insights Dubai.  For more information
on Al Ahli Bank of Kuwait please visit
www.eahli.com, contact an ABK representative
via ‘Ahli Chat’ or contact a customer service
agent via ‘Ahlan Ahli’ at 1899899. 

ABK honors retail banking staff

for excellence in performance

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: As part of the Ministry of
Interior’s measures to pursue, arrest
and deport expat beggars, a state-
less man was recently arrested for
begging all over Ahmadi. After
being tipped concerning the sus-
pect ’s activity, detectives
ambushed and caught him red-
handed in Subahiya. Security
sources said the beggar earlier
claimed to have neither home nor
any money, but during interroga-
tion, the suspect admitted to col-
lecting a fortune through begging
and that he had KD 500,000 in his
bank account. 

Fatal accident
An Indian man was instantly

killed when he was knocked over
by a speeding vehicle in Jahra, said
security sources, noting that the
driver was apprehended and
referred to relevant authorities. The
victim’s body was removed by
forensics.

Military uniforms
During a raid at unlicensed mar-

kets in Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh, detec-
tives recently arrested five Asians
while offering military uniforms for
sale, said security sources. 

Reqqa fire
A fire broke out on the ground

floor of a Reqqa house Friday night.
Security sources said that firemen
from Fahaheel and Mangaf rushed
to the scene and managed to con-
trol the fire without reporting any
casualties. 

Inmates beaten
A citizen recently filed a com-

plaint against the Central Prison
administration noting that prison
guards had brutally punished and
beaten a number of prisoners
including his son, who is doing
time for drug-related accusations.
The incident reportedly took place
on June 19, 2015 after a brawl
among the prisoners. According to
the father, prison guards allegedly
sought help from Special Forces
and pushed the fighting prisoners
into very small cells where they
were brutally beaten in a rather
torturous manner. A case was filed
and further investigations are in
progress.

Son threatens family
A citizen recently called the

police and reported that his 23-
year-old son threatened him with a
gun because of a financial dispute.
Reporting to the scene, security
forces found no guns though the
father insisted on his testimony. A
case was filed and further investi-

gations are in progress.

Robbery
A female citizen reported that

her purse containing KD 1,800
cash, her civil ID and ATM cards
had been stolen by unknown rob-
bers while inside a jeweler’s store

in Fahaheel.

Pregnant
A female citizen recently report-

ed that her unmarried female
housemaid was pregnant. An adul-
tery case was filed, and investiga-
tions are ongoing. 

Beggar with half a million KD arrested

By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: The public prosecution released
two of the suspects accused in what is
locally known as the ‘Fintas Group’ case on
a KD 10,000 bail each and banned them
from traveling throughout the investiga-
tion period, well-informed sources said. The
public prosecution had issued subpoenas
for 13 suspects, including four members of
the ruling family and three lawyers, who
face charges of spreading false political and
security information and offending judici-
ary members.

Sniffing dogs deployed in Avenues Mall
The Ministry of Interior combed through

the Avenues Mall Friday evening using
sniffing dogs, said security sources noting
that it was only a periodic precautionary
measure followed in various shopping
malls and complexes. 

Temperatures to rise over 50 degrees
Meteorologist Essa Ramadan said that

temperatures would rise to 50 degrees
centigrade over the coming few days then
relatively drop during Eid Al-Fitr. Ramadan
expected active northwesterly wind start-
ing Saturday with high waves and dust that
would all  gradually subside Sunday
through to Wednesday. He likewise predict-
ed the dust to subside by the first day of
Eid. 

Request for new church land
The Cabinet recently inquired from

Kuwait Municipality about a request for a
state-owned land to be used for building a
church. In this regard, the cabinet’s secre-
tary general, Salamah Bin Salamah said that
the head of the National Evangelical
Church’s council, Father Emanuel Ghareeb
had submitted a letter to His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah asking for a land because the current
church in Qebla could not house the grow-
ing numbers of worshippers. 

The suspects arrested selling military uniforms illegally in Jleeb Al-
Shuyoukh.

Two members of Fintas

Group out on bail

Society offers aid

to Sudan’s orphans
KHARTOUM: The Kuwaiti Al-Rahmah
International Society yesterday distributed
food parcels and health insurance and ATM
cards among orphans it supports in Sudan,
through the Sudanese Care and Reform
Organization.

The aid was given out as part of celebra-
tions of the Day of the Orphan in the
Muslim World, in a ceremony attended by
Minister of Social Welfare Ibrahim Adam
Ibrahim, ministry undersecretary Khadija
Abul-Kassem and a host of Sudanese offi-

cials. The Day of the Orphan in the Muslim
World is marked on the fifteenth day of
fasting month of Ramadan every year.

During the ceremony, excellent orphans
and the ideal mother were honored.

Al-Rahmah International suppor ts
about 5,000 orphans in Sudan through
monthly payments and providing their
needs on many occasions through the
year,  Care and Reform Organization
Secretary-General Azhari Abdul-Kadder
Al-Aqeb told KUNA. —KUNA


