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Car bomb rips through 

Italy consulate in Cairo
Kuwaitis in Egypt safe • Islamic State claims responsibility 

The Revelation and 

compilation of Quran

Ramadan Kareem

By Teresa Lesher

The first words of the Holy Quran to be revealed
to Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) are well
known: “Recite (or read) in the name of your

Lord who created” (96:1). With these words, Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) was made Almighty God’s
spokesperson, or Messenger, who would recite holy
verses in His name. In these few words, we are also
introduced to the true God -the One Who Created.
For 23 years after that first verse, Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) received regular revelations.  

He said, “Sometimes it is ‘revealed’ like the ringing
of a bell, this form of inspiration is the hardest of all
and then this state passes off after I have grasped
what is inspired. Sometimes the Angel (Jibreel)
comes in the form of a man and talks to me and I
grasp whatever he says.” [Bukhari, I:2.] When Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) received a revelation, he recited
it to his companions, who memorized it. He also
required his companions to transcribe the revela-
tions, while initially discouraging documentation of
his own sayings to prevent any possibility of confu-
sion between God’s words and his own.
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CAIRO: A car bomb outside Italy’s consulate in Cairo yes-
terday killed one person, the first attack on a foreign mis-
sion since jihadists began a campaign against Egypt’s
security forces two years ago. The early morning explo-
sion was heard across the city and wrecked the facade of
the building, part of a large complex that also includes a
social club and a school. It comes less than two weeks
after suspected militants assassinated Egypt’s top prose-
cutor in a Cairo car bombing.  

Health ministry spokesman Hossam Abdel Ghaffar
said yesterday’s blast killed a civilian and wounded nine
people, including policemen and passers-by. Officials
said the explosion was caused by a car bomb, and the
mangled wreck of a vehicle was strewn on the street
outside the consulate. A police booth was completely
destroyed, and about 50 buildings in the area were dam-
aged. The Islamic State has claimed responsibility for the
attack, in an escalation of a Sinai-based insurgency that
suggests militants are opening a new front against for-
eigners in Egypt. 

“Through God’s blessing, Islamic State soldiers were
able to detonate a parked car bomb carrying 450 kg of
explosive material on the headquarters of the Italian
consulate in central Cairo,” the group said on its Twitter
account. “We recommend that Muslims stay clear of
these security dens because they are legitimate targets
for the mujahideen’s strikes.” 

The Italian consul in Cairo arrived at the scene of the
attack and went inside the building to inspect it, as con-
demnations poured in from Rome. “Italy will not let itself
be intimidated,” said Foreign Minister Paolo Gentiloni in
a tweet, adding that there had been no Italian casualties.  
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CAIRO: A policeman stands at the base of the crumbled facade of the Italian consulate following a blast that
killed at least one person in Cairo yesterday. An Italian embassy official said the consulate was closed at the
time of the explosion and no staff members were injured. — AP 


