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Car bomb rips through 

Italy consulate in Cairo
Kuwaitis in Egypt safe • Islamic State claims responsibility 

The Revelation and 

compilation of Quran

Ramadan Kareem

By Teresa Lesher

The first words of the Holy Quran to be revealed
to Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) are well
known: “Recite (or read) in the name of your

Lord who created” (96:1). With these words, Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) was made Almighty God’s
spokesperson, or Messenger, who would recite holy
verses in His name. In these few words, we are also
introduced to the true God -the One Who Created.
For 23 years after that first verse, Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) received regular revelations.  

He said, “Sometimes it is ‘revealed’ like the ringing
of a bell, this form of inspiration is the hardest of all
and then this state passes off after I have grasped
what is inspired. Sometimes the Angel (Jibreel)
comes in the form of a man and talks to me and I
grasp whatever he says.” [Bukhari, I:2.] When Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) received a revelation, he recited
it to his companions, who memorized it. He also
required his companions to transcribe the revela-
tions, while initially discouraging documentation of
his own sayings to prevent any possibility of confu-
sion between God’s words and his own.

Continued on Page 13

CAIRO: A car bomb outside Italy’s consulate in Cairo yes-
terday killed one person, the first attack on a foreign mis-
sion since jihadists began a campaign against Egypt’s
security forces two years ago. The early morning explo-
sion was heard across the city and wrecked the facade of
the building, part of a large complex that also includes a
social club and a school. It comes less than two weeks
after suspected militants assassinated Egypt’s top prose-
cutor in a Cairo car bombing.  

Health ministry spokesman Hossam Abdel Ghaffar
said yesterday’s blast killed a civilian and wounded nine
people, including policemen and passers-by. Officials
said the explosion was caused by a car bomb, and the
mangled wreck of a vehicle was strewn on the street
outside the consulate. A police booth was completely
destroyed, and about 50 buildings in the area were dam-
aged. The Islamic State has claimed responsibility for the
attack, in an escalation of a Sinai-based insurgency that
suggests militants are opening a new front against for-
eigners in Egypt. 

“Through God’s blessing, Islamic State soldiers were
able to detonate a parked car bomb carrying 450 kg of
explosive material on the headquarters of the Italian
consulate in central Cairo,” the group said on its Twitter
account. “We recommend that Muslims stay clear of
these security dens because they are legitimate targets
for the mujahideen’s strikes.” 

The Italian consul in Cairo arrived at the scene of the
attack and went inside the building to inspect it, as con-
demnations poured in from Rome. “Italy will not let itself
be intimidated,” said Foreign Minister Paolo Gentiloni in
a tweet, adding that there had been no Italian casualties.  

Continued on Page 13

CAIRO: A policeman stands at the base of the crumbled facade of the Italian consulate following a blast that
killed at least one person in Cairo yesterday. An Italian embassy official said the consulate was closed at the
time of the explosion and no staff members were injured. — AP 
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KUWAIT: Traditional ‘Dallah’ or Arabian coffee pots lined up for services at a local restaurant. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

KUWAIT VOICES

‘Easy come,
easy go’

This Ramadan, Kuwait Times wants to shift the
conversation to the ordinary folks that make
up the majority of this country. By listening to

their stories and recognizing their humanity, we can
remind ourselves and hopefully our readers of the
ties that bind us all together as a species. 

In the hottest summer, under the sun’s rays, 23-
year-old Mohammad Al-Bloushi was managing his
work. The Jet Ski store fronting the sea along Balajat
Street, was open and Bloushi was serving his cus-
tomer. Once finished with his work, and despite the
heat and his already sweaty body, Bloushi welcomed
Kuwait Times to enter his private world. 

Kuwait Times (KT): Do you have any regrets?
Bloushi: Yes I do. My biggest regret was when I

gossiped about my friend and got him in trouble; but
after that I went to him and admitted that it was my
mistake, and I promised not to do it ever again.

KT: How is life different from how you imagined it
to be? 

Bloushi: My life now is good, but I had a different
one in mind when I was younger. Five years ago, I
was planning to do bigger projects, like Series stores,
but at that time, I had no money or materials to do
so; and that is when I decided to do my Jet Ski proj-
ect here with a friend, and the business is doing very
good, actually.

KT: What are you most proud of?
Bloushi: The thing that I’m most proud of is that

I’m helping my parents in their lives and that I’m
helping my brother and sister in their education.

KT: What are the most important lessons you
learned in life? How did you learn them?  

Bloushi: The most important lesson I learned is
that you have to work hard to reach your dream,
things aren’t easy. I believe in “Easy come, easy go,”
and that is what I did and discovered, when I entered
the business world with my project.

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah is seen off at the
airport by HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah. 

His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah greets HH the
Amir. —Amiri Diwan photos

Interior Minister Sheikh Mohammad Al-Khaled Al-Sabah greets HH the Amir. Information Minister Sheikh Salman Al-Humoud Al-Sabah greets HH the Amir.

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and an accompanying delegation left for
Saudi Arabia yesterday to offer condolences on the demise
of former foreign minister Prince Saud bin Faisal bin
Abdulaziz Al Saud.

The late prince, who also was a Minister of State,
Cabinet Member, Advisor, Special Envoy of the Custodian
of the Two Holy Mosques and Supervisor of Foreign Affairs,
passed away on Thursday.

His Highness the Amir was seen off by His Highness the
Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh
Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Interior Sheik Mohammad Al-
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah and Deputy Minister of Amiri
Diwan Affairs Sheikh Ali Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah.

The delegation accompanying His Highness the Amir
includes Sheikh Jaber Al-Abdullah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah,

Sheikh Faisal Al-Saud Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah, His
Highness Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammed Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah, Sheikh Salem Sabah Al-Nasser Al-Sabah, First
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah
Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, Sheikh Dr Mohammad
Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah, Director of His Highness the
Amir ’s Office Ahmad Fahad Al-Fahad and Kuwait ’s
Ambassador to Saudi Arabia Sheikh Thamer Jaber Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah. —KUNA

Amir leaves to Saudi Arabia to
offer condolences for late prince

Ministry makes youth engaged in summer
KUWAIT: The Ministry of Social Affairs has launched
a national project designed to encourage high-
school students be engaged during summer time.
Several departments are employing the students on
part-time basis, in exchange for some payments, as
an encouragement for the youngsters to be pre-

pared for future work. The program aims to make the
young citizens involved during the summer season,
as  wel l  as  sharpening their  sk i l l s  and ta lents.
Students allowed to be enrolled in the program
should be aged between 14 and 18, both males and
females. Up to 70 students underwent such training

in summer of last year. The State of Kuwait is devot-
ing particular attention to the youth, aiding them
with their various problems and ensuring jobs for
the graduates. His Highness the Amir has repeatedly
stressed that the young generation constitutes the
country’s real wealth. — KUNA
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By Muna Al-Fuzai

muna@kuwaittimes.net

New York City Mayor Bill  de
Blasio has added the Muslim
holidays of Eid al-Fitr and Eid

al-Adha to the public school calendar
as official days off. Although this deci-
sion applies to Muslims living in the
state of New York, it sends an impor-
tant message to the Muslim world that
lives under contradictions and intoler-
ance. This article is my personal opin-
ion that we should not let such a ges-
ture go without recognition and also
expose the contradiction between
their messages to us and our mes-
sages to them on such occasions.

De Blasio announced on
Wednesday that all public schools in
the largest US school system will be
closed for Eid al-Fitr and Eid al-Adha in
2016. He said more than one million
children are being educated through
the New York City school system, the
largest in the US, adding that the deci-
sion reflects respects the diversity of
New York City. The news was well-
received by the Muslim community
there and I’m sure Muslim communi-
ties in other states will claim the same
treatment as NY. The decision reflects
respect of others’ religious holidays.

Non-Muslims, whether they are liv-
ing in the US or Kuwait, send their
good wishes on Eid to their Muslim
friends through text messages, emails
or direct calls, expressing their joy and
love. Even leaders of key Western
countries usually extend public greet-
ings to the Muslim world and its lead-
ers on these occasions.

Now, let’s talk about our message
to the Western world on these occa-
sions, as we are only a few days away
from Eid al-Fitr. This is the time when
conservatives and extremists speak
loudly and openly on social media, pri-
vate channels, the Web and even by
text messages, warning people of
burning in hell and God’s punishment
if they accept or exchange greetings
with non-Muslims on any holy occa-
sion, including Eid al-Fitr. In order to
create a convincing case, they tell
everyone that this is what Islam calls
for and those who don’t regard the
warnings are violating Islamic rules!
They even use fatwas and quotes from
history to make their calls seem truth-
ful and worthy. Guess what? We have
some people who believe them and
become devoted messengers to con-
vey these messages. 

Here is where the contradiction
occurs clearly. The West respects and
marks our religion and we allow some

people to use Islam and Western tech-
nological products to call for retarda-
tion, ignorance and intolerance. The
acceptance of such calls without rejec-
tion or denial encourages these
extremists to go further.

This is a contradiction and
hypocrisy. I send and exchange greet-
ings with my non-Muslim friends on
all occasions, especially Christmas and
New Year, and all  others holidays
including the two Eids. I highly appre-
ciate their kind gestures.

We are a few days from Eid Al-Fitr
and I send you all best wishes.

Letters to Muna
Dear Muna, 
First of all, I would like to thank

Almighty Lord for the safety and secu-
rity of all people in Kuwait. Sincerely,
Kuwait is a country whose love is in
every beat of our hearts. I read what
you wrote about the niqab and I
respect your point of view. But it hurts
that we Muslims accuse and warn
against the niqab just because evil
people make mistakes such as the
Pakistani man whom you wrote about.
Ms Fuzai, the niqab honors Muslim
ladies wherever they go and it never
causes fear or shame. These ladies in
niqab are our mothers and sisters
whom we highly honor. I understand
your passion towards Kuwait, but I
also realize that Kuwait and Kuwaitis
are secured and protected by Allah. I
hope that it is clear this letter has not
been sent to mean any offense but to
reflect your article’s reaction. 

Faris 

Dear Muna,
I  l ive in Australia and read the

Kuwait Times’ online edition every day.
About your article “No more beach
tan”, I’d be careful about encouraging
people to get suntans. I realized that
you didn’t encourage people to do so
in your article, but young Australians
here go to the beaches every summer
in hopes of getting that “perfect tan” -
and consequently Australia has the
highest rate of skin cancer in the
world. There are even ads on TV now
warning people to wear lots of sun-
screen in the sun - or simply stay out
of the sun as much as possible. There
is a saying in those TV ads: “There’s
nothing healthy about a suntan”. I
hope nations such as Kuwait learn
more about skin cancer and how
lethal the summer sun can be. 

Mick

Local Spotlight

New York and Eid

By Staff Reporter

KUWAIT: Kuwait has employed 2,571 stateless
residents at the private and public sectors in the
past three years, a government official said yes-
terday.

The step comes as part of state efforts to
improve the living conditions of the country’s
community of stateless residents, also known as
‘illegal residents’ in government rhetoric or more
commonly as ‘bedoons;’ an Arabic word that
means ‘without’ and refers to the fact that mem-
bers of this community live without citizenship
since birth.

The employment process is carried out
through the Central Agency for Remedying
Illegal Residents’ Status; a state body established
in 2010 to address problems facing Bedoons, in
coordination with the Civil Service Commission
(CSC), Waleed Al-Asfour, Assistant Secretary at
the Central Agency told Kuwait News Agency
(KUNA) yesterday.

The number of employees makes up around
two percent of the total number of stateless
people in Kuwait, estimated between 115,000
and 120,000.

Ultimatum
The Central Agency was given a five-year ulti-

matum when it was established to sort out the
stateless residents’ community and find those
who meet conditions of naturalization; including
residents whose Bedouin ancestors failed to reg-
ister for citizenship following Kuwait’s independ-
ence more than fifty years ago. Despite govern-
ment promises and MPs’ efforts to end the
decades-long bedoons’ dilemma, Kuwait is yet
to grant citizenship to thousands who the gov-
ernment says meet naturalization conditions
which includes carrying the 1965 Census docu-
ments, having ancestors who served in the mili-
tary as well as being a child of a Kuwaiti woman.

Members of Kuwait’s stateless residents’ com-
munity demand citizenship as well as civil and
social rights they are deprived from given their
illegal residence status. The government argues
that only 34,000 qualify for consideration while
the rest are Arabs or descendent of Arab people
who deliberately disposed their original pass-
ports after coming to Kuwait to seek citizenship
in the oil-rich country.

It remains unclear whether the Central

Agency has prepared a final solution to the
bedoons’ problem to be ready by the end of the
year or at any time in the future. Last month, a
number of MPs strongly criticized the govern-
ment during a parliament session for ‘refusing’ to
resolve the issue. “The problem of bedoons is a
snowball that is increasing by the day,” MP
Yousuf Al-Zalzalah said during the session, and
urged the Interior Minister to at least resolve
their humanitarian demands.

The plight of bedoons was highlighted when
authorities identified two stateless residents to
be directly involved in the June 26th Imam Al-
Sadiq mosque’s terrorist attack. Abdulrahman
Sabah Eidan Saud, who drove the suicide
bomber to the mosque, and Jarrah Nimr Mejbil
Ghazi, owner of the car used to transport the
bomber, reportedly admitted during investiga-
tions that they are affiliated to the Islamic State
(IS) group which claimed responsibility for the
attack. But lawmakers have urged authorities
not to ‘penalize’ stateless people because some
of them are suspected to have assisted in the
bombing. “The majority of bedoons are honest
people who have sacrificed for the country and
are serving the country in many fields including
as servicemen in the police and the army,” MP
Saleh Ashour said last week.

Frustration
The Central Agency had adopted measures

within a year after its creation to grant stateless
residents numerous rights such as obtaining
birth, marriage and death certificates as well as
driver’s licenses. But all measures failed to pro-
vide significant improvement in living condi-
tions or cut unemployment rates among
bedoons, prompting several protests in recent
years which saw around 200 stateless men
arrested for illegal gathering. Kuwait had previ-
ously launched a campaign against bedoons to
force them to prove their original identity,
depriving them of many basic rights despite crit-
icism by international human rights groups. In
an attempt to force bedoons to produce their
original nationality papers, Kuwait has refused to
issue essential documents to most of them,
including birth, marriage and death certificates.

The government and parliament had report-
edly reached an agreement last year to give pri-
ority to bedoons in naturalization after the maxi-
mum number of citizenships the state can grant

in a year was increased to 4,000, but no natural-
ization batches were announced before the end
of 2014. If the government grants citizenship to
4,000 bedoons every year, it would take eight
and a half years to naturalize only those that
Kuwait considers eligible to receive citizenship.

No jobs
MP Adnan Abdulsamad had criticized the

government during a June 16 parliament ses-
sion for ‘recruiting workers from outside Kuwait -
leaving many bedoons without jobs.’ “The plight
of bedoons is increasing and they are part of the
Kuwaiti social structure as there are cases when
two brothers are Kuwaitis and their two other
brothers are bedoons while in other cases the
father is Kuwaiti while his children are not,” he
said, adding that the problem of bedoons is a
black spot in Kuwait ’s white uniform. MP
Abdullah Al-Tameemi said authorities deal
harshly with bedoons and in an uncivilized and
inhumane way. The Interior Minister denied the
claims and said the government is providing
them many services and is studying their situa-
tion.

According to the statistics released yesterday,
the Health Ministry took the lion’s share of illegal
residents employed in the past three years with
some 1,005 landing jobs while the Ministry of
Education came in second with 471 individuals
followed by the Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic
Affairs with 135 people. Asfour said that the
main requirement for employment was that the
illegal residents had papers to prove that they
were included in the 1956 national census. He
noted that those with diplomas and higher
degrees had employment priority. Those with
nursing certificates and individuals employed to
perform Mosques prayer calls were excluded
from the diploma requirement, said the official.

Offspring of Kuwaiti female nationals as well
as children of military personnel - partaking in
the 1967, 1973 wars and liberation of Kuwait -
are also excluded from obtaining diplomas,
Asfour added. As for the private sector, the offi-
cial said that there were no specific require-
ments for those seeking jobs there. The Central
Agency had worked with Kuwait Union of
Consumer Cooperative Societies (KUCCS) to
employ some 670 illegal residents at 17
Cooperative Societies according to number last
obtain the end of June 2015, Asfour indicated.

2,571 illegal residents
employed in past 3 years

No solution in sight for bedoons’ problem

KUWAIT: Al Ahli Bank of Kuwait (ABK) recently
honored its 50 top Retail Banking employees for
their outstanding performance during the first
half of 2015. Held at the prestigious Sahara
Kuwait Golf Resort, the ceremony acknowledged
the excellent per formance of ABK’s Retail
Banking staff across a number of divisions,
including Central Sales, Cards, Collections,
Loans, Branches and its award winning Call
Center.   Mark Davies, AGM Retail Banking and
Othman Tawfiqi, AGM Retail Banking, thanked

staff for all their hard work and praised their out-
standing performance in the first half on the
year: “We are proud of what the team have
achieved in the first half of 2015. Tonight is to
recognize all the efforts made by individuals
across various departments in Retail Banking,
who have maintained consistent, exceptional
service levels. The work of these 50 outstanding
individuals, as well as all of our staff, showcases
the very best of ABK and our commitment to
continually providing our customers with the

best, easiest, and friendliest service.”
ABK has won a number of awards this year

including :  Best Retail Bank by The Banker
Middle East,  Best Improved Retail Bank in The
Middle East by The Asian Banker, Best Credit
Card by The Banker Middle East, Best Contact
Center by Insights Dubai.  For more information
on Al Ahli Bank of Kuwait please visit
www.eahli.com, contact an ABK representative
via ‘Ahli Chat’ or contact a customer service
agent via ‘Ahlan Ahli’ at 1899899. 

ABK honors retail banking staff
for excellence in performance

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: As part of the Ministry of
Interior’s measures to pursue, arrest
and deport expat beggars, a state-
less man was recently arrested for
begging all over Ahmadi. After
being tipped concerning the sus-
pect ’s activity, detectives
ambushed and caught him red-
handed in Subahiya. Security
sources said the beggar earlier
claimed to have neither home nor
any money, but during interroga-
tion, the suspect admitted to col-
lecting a fortune through begging
and that he had KD 500,000 in his
bank account. 

Fatal accident
An Indian man was instantly

killed when he was knocked over
by a speeding vehicle in Jahra, said
security sources, noting that the
driver was apprehended and
referred to relevant authorities. The
victim’s body was removed by
forensics.

Military uniforms
During a raid at unlicensed mar-

kets in Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh, detec-
tives recently arrested five Asians
while offering military uniforms for
sale, said security sources. 

Reqqa fire
A fire broke out on the ground

floor of a Reqqa house Friday night.
Security sources said that firemen
from Fahaheel and Mangaf rushed
to the scene and managed to con-
trol the fire without reporting any
casualties. 

Inmates beaten
A citizen recently filed a com-

plaint against the Central Prison
administration noting that prison
guards had brutally punished and
beaten a number of prisoners
including his son, who is doing
time for drug-related accusations.
The incident reportedly took place
on June 19, 2015 after a brawl
among the prisoners. According to
the father, prison guards allegedly
sought help from Special Forces
and pushed the fighting prisoners
into very small cells where they
were brutally beaten in a rather
torturous manner. A case was filed
and further investigations are in
progress.

Son threatens family
A citizen recently called the

police and reported that his 23-
year-old son threatened him with a
gun because of a financial dispute.
Reporting to the scene, security
forces found no guns though the
father insisted on his testimony. A
case was filed and further investi-

gations are in progress.

Robbery
A female citizen reported that

her purse containing KD 1,800
cash, her civil ID and ATM cards
had been stolen by unknown rob-
bers while inside a jeweler’s store

in Fahaheel.

Pregnant
A female citizen recently report-

ed that her unmarried female
housemaid was pregnant. An adul-
tery case was filed, and investiga-
tions are ongoing. 

Beggar with half a million KD arrested

By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: The public prosecution released
two of the suspects accused in what is
locally known as the ‘Fintas Group’ case on
a KD 10,000 bail each and banned them
from traveling throughout the investiga-
tion period, well-informed sources said. The
public prosecution had issued subpoenas
for 13 suspects, including four members of
the ruling family and three lawyers, who
face charges of spreading false political and
security information and offending judici-
ary members.

Sniffing dogs deployed in Avenues Mall
The Ministry of Interior combed through

the Avenues Mall Friday evening using
sniffing dogs, said security sources noting
that it was only a periodic precautionary
measure followed in various shopping
malls and complexes. 

Temperatures to rise over 50 degrees
Meteorologist Essa Ramadan said that

temperatures would rise to 50 degrees
centigrade over the coming few days then
relatively drop during Eid Al-Fitr. Ramadan
expected active northwesterly wind start-
ing Saturday with high waves and dust that
would all  gradually subside Sunday
through to Wednesday. He likewise predict-
ed the dust to subside by the first day of
Eid. 

Request for new church land
The Cabinet recently inquired from

Kuwait Municipality about a request for a
state-owned land to be used for building a
church. In this regard, the cabinet’s secre-
tary general, Salamah Bin Salamah said that
the head of the National Evangelical
Church’s council, Father Emanuel Ghareeb
had submitted a letter to His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah asking for a land because the current
church in Qebla could not house the grow-
ing numbers of worshippers. 

The suspects arrested selling military uniforms illegally in Jleeb Al-
Shuyoukh.

Two members of Fintas
Group out on bail

Society offers aid
to Sudan’s orphans

KHARTOUM: The Kuwaiti Al-Rahmah
International Society yesterday distributed
food parcels and health insurance and ATM
cards among orphans it supports in Sudan,
through the Sudanese Care and Reform
Organization.

The aid was given out as part of celebra-
tions of the Day of the Orphan in the
Muslim World, in a ceremony attended by
Minister of Social Welfare Ibrahim Adam
Ibrahim, ministry undersecretary Khadija
Abul-Kassem and a host of Sudanese offi-

cials. The Day of the Orphan in the Muslim
World is marked on the fifteenth day of
fasting month of Ramadan every year.

During the ceremony, excellent orphans
and the ideal mother were honored.

Al-Rahmah International suppor ts
about 5,000 orphans in Sudan through
monthly payments and providing their
needs on many occasions through the
year,  Care and Reform Organization
Secretary-General Azhari Abdul-Kadder
Al-Aqeb told KUNA. —KUNA
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25. In which language was the Holy Quran revealed?

1436 - 2015

Photo
o f  t h e  d a y

Arabic 

English 

Hebrew

A photograph from the book ‘Faces of Kuwait’ by Jack Wozniak (researched by Mahmoud Zakariya)
shows a man inside a misbah (prayer beads) shop.

As a simple appreciation to express our love to
Kuwait, the Palms Beach Hotel and Spa acquires a
look to reflect our expression and honor a special

ghabqah night for this occasion in honor of Kuwait
Diplomatic Corps and Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Ministry of Interior, and Council of Ministries with an
invitation from the Hotel General Manager Rabie Al
Sukhon. 

The respective guests were warmly welcomed by the
General Manager and his Management team to the new
typical Andalusia tent with its magnificent atmosphere

and setup at Jawa Ramadan Tent Grand Ballroom.  
The elite invitees commended the merits of the

events and expressed warm appreciation for the warm
hospitality and well planned and organized night with
its impressive theme and the lavish food and its wide
variety and diversity. 

The General Manager Rabie Al Sukhon raised this
opportunity to wish the Ambassadors best success in
their mission and praised the distinguished relations
between the Diplomatic Corps and the Palms Beach
Hotel and Spa. 

‘To Express our love to
Kuwait’ Ghabqah held at the

Palms Beach Hotel and Spa
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KUWAIT: Zain, the leading telecommunications
company in Kuwait, announced that it shared the
joys of the holy month of Ramadan with children,
the elderly, and people with special needs, by vis-
iting the Ministry of Social Affairs and Labor’s Care
Centers. The initiative came as part of the compa-
ny ’s extensive Social  Corporate Social
Responsibility Program during the holy month. 

Every Ramadan, Zain is keen to reach out to
the many segments of the community, including
children, the elderly, and people with special
needs to share the joyful blessings of the Holy
Month with them. Zain’s Corporate
Communications and Relations team participated
in distributing gifts for care centers in an atmos-
phere filled with joy and happiness. 

Zain believes the Holy Month of Ramadan is a
special time of year for the society, and it is always
keen on sharing the blessings of this time with
those who are less fortunate in the community.
Zain’s continuous participation with different seg-
ments of society is a testament to the company’s
belief that improving the lives of communities in

which it operates is central to its overall activities. 
Zain’s Corporate Social Responsibility Program

during the Holy Month of Ramadan included the
organization of an extensive array of programs

that cover several areas. The initiatives and pro-
grams include humanitarian, health, and social
activities to cater to the different segments of
society.

Zain shares Ramadan joys with Care Centers

KUWAIT: Defense Minister Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah in a group photo with Kuwait Army officials and staff. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah is greeted upon arrival.

An army officer greets the defense minister. Kuwait Army officers pictured at the event. A Kuwait Air Force plane. Kuwait Air Force personnel are pictured.

Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah speaks at the event.

Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah receives a memento as Kuwaiti Army Chief of Staff
Lieutenant General Mohammed Al-Khedhr (left) and Deputy Army Chief of
Staff Lieutenant General Sheikh Abdullah Al-Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah (cen-
ter) look on.

Kuwaiti Army Chief of Staff Lieutenant General Mohammed Al-Khedhr gestures during
the event.

Kuwait Army and Air Force personnel pictured in a group photo.
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We, Kuwaitis, are brilliant in temporary solidar-
ity, especially when a very serious foreign
crisis and menace that threatens social secu-

rity and the state is in question. Unfortunately, such
solidarity and consolidation can be considered a way
of crisis management rather than a way of compre-
hensive state management. 

Taking the most recent crime and crisis for
instance, we would find that we have already had
three other similar stories that may only differ in
details with variable degrees and levels. Our solidarity
over these three stories was remarkable because no
sooner had the imminent threat disappeared than we
went back to settling old scores and failure in state
management. The first crisis was during the inde-
pendence in 1961, the second was the ‘silent’ one in
1973 and the third during the occupation in 1991 -
three different stories that we might go back to in
detail later on.  

It is undoubtedly a good thing to consolidate, stick
together and foil any attempts to find a weak point
through which the society can be penetrated and
destroyed. I personally was part of that solidarity
process throughout the three crises and noticed that
the moment the ‘dust clears’ and the problem passes,
we find out that we have learnt nothing from it and
that within attempts to destroy our opponents, we
may become very creative in destroying the entire
society, the way Simpson did. 

The recent crisis came in the form of a criminal plot
that claimed the lives of innocent people. Solidarity
was at its utmost as HH the Amir made an unprece-
dented move that turned a state of solidarity
expressed in many different ways. It also turned into
investing some terminology that had been banned
until recent times. The process included the govern-
ment, companies, banks, individuals and NGOs -
everybody wanted to prove our national unity that
was passive until very recent times. 

So, it is the fourth story of temporary solidarity
then. It is not the second one as some people mistak-
enly claim. Solidarity was followed by disintegration,
division and imbalances in all the previous stories. 

So, if we wish to make use of this temporary soli-
darity and make it last longer, we have to do more
than mere speeches and temporary activities that
would soon evaporate in the August sun. I know
very well what we have to do is to maintain a stable,
balanced nation where people coexist without dis-
crimination. These are basic principles to protect
man’s dignity and most of them are stipulated in
Kuwait’s constitution. They do not need leftist or
rightist judgments. However, right now and in view
of what some people deem as a rediscovery of our
own selves, we must determine the taboos that
might cause the deviation of our ‘national train’ from
its tracks faster than we all expect.

— Translated by Kuwait Times

Temporary solidarity

Al-Jarida

By Ghanim Al-Najjar
Terrorism

Justice and Awqaf Minister Yaqoub Al-Sane did
well during a recent National Assembly ses-
sion when he said that the Higher Judiciary

Council decided to create a special court for the
Imam Al-Sadiq Mosque incident because we all
know that the courts procedures in Kuwait are very
slow, yes, but all we want is justice and we do not
want to have a person imprisoned unjustly for any
case. But for the case to
grow old and see slow
punishment makes justice
lacking, especially that the
victims’ families want pun-
ishment and that is their
right.

This court will guaran-
tee justice and will guarantee the three litigation
stages: first instance, appeals and cassation, which
mean all litigation stages are provided and that
the lawyer will have full opportunity to defend his
clients.

Also, Deputy Premier and Interior Minister
Sheikh Mohammad Al-Khaled Al- Hamad Al-Sabah
during the same session confirmed that Kuwait is

at war. This statement places everybody in front of
their responsibilities, because the heated circum-
stances of the area around us speaks of major
sparks, and the terrorist attack that took place last
week is a big evidence that we are at war, so the
mobilization on all state systems is highly required.

We are in an exceptional stage and it requires
exceptional measures, during which we should

place reported talks aside,
because the security of
those who live on this
good land is not a joke,
and those who are proven
suspect should be ques-
tioned hard and not be
taken easy under silly justi-

fications related to some measures.
We say it clearly that we should set all laws aside dur-

ing this stage and let us declare it so the terrorists and
criminals hear it before anyone else. We will not take it
easy concerning Kuwait society, as preserving this fabric
is a sacred matter and I can almost confirm that all will
agree with me on this matter. So was the message
delivered? I hope so. — Translated by Kuwait Times

Kuwait is at war

Al-Qabas

By Qais Al-Osta

Jews claim to be God’s chosen people.
Christians consider themselves children of
God. Muslims are slaves of Allah, as mentioned

in the Holy Quran: “And I did not create the jinn
and mankind except to worship Me.” So, the
Muslim was not created for anything else, and
should dedicate his time to worship and repen-
tance, although Muslims have heavenly orders and
prophetic sayings that urge work and seeking a liv-
ing, besides calling for not being extreme in wor-
ship. 

The religious mentality after the defeat of the
isolationists (Mutazila) or the people of the ‘intel-
lect’ in favor of extremists or the people of ‘copy-
ing,’ known as Salafists or Wahhabists, urges wor-
ship and dedicating oneself to the Creator and
dedicating the life of the Muslim from the cradle to
the grave for worship and achieving Allah’s accept-
ance.

This is how the Muslim Salafist was created,
which is raised under the control of the petrodollar,
over the overwhelming and continuous wish to
worship and being close to Allah. The religiously
extremists among the Salaf believe the human
being is sinful, so the majority or maybe all regard-
less of the extent of their belief or worship will
taste something of ‘Hellfire,’ or will be exposed to
the horrors of grave torture, and there is no one
who will be spared from Allah’s torture. Those who
are told they will go to Heaven are only 10 among
the companions of Allah’s messenger (PBUH). 

The Muslim must repent day and night in hope
of avoiding the great torture. Allah for the reli-
giously extremists is not Beneficent, Merciful, Kind
and Generous, Allah is not the Victorious or the
Sustainer. This is how we knew Allah and wor-
shipped him, but the extremist Salafists who con-
trol life with the petrodollar consider Allah the
extreme torturer, and the end of most of us is grave
torture and Hellfire.

Despite that, the packaged fatwas of the
petrodollar sheikhs found a short way to Heaven, a
way that does not pass through grave torture and
the flames of Hell - which is the way of martyrdom.
As the martyr for the sake of Allah goes directly to
Heaven, he avoids the torture of the grave and the
heat of Hell, and besides that he enters it with 70
houris, and this how martyrdom seems necessary
and enticing.

According to their mentality, the Muslim spends
his life fasting and praying and despite this, he is
exposed to the torture of the grave and the horrors of
Judgment Day and the Hellfire, while the novice who
wears an explosive vest and present those he thinks
are unbelievers as a sacrifice to Allah Almighty enters
Heaven with 70 houris. — Translated by Kuwait Times

The open road 
to Heaven

Al-Qabas

By Abdellatif Al-Duaij

IS

Al-Jarida

We are in an exceptional
stage and it requires 
exceptional measures

KUWAIT: Nuwaiseeb customs
inspectors recently foiled an
attempt to smuggle in fake replicas
of famous brands’ purses, said secu-
rity sources adding that the purses
were hidden inside two vehicles
arriving from Bahrain. A case was
filed and both Bahraini drivers were
arrested and referred to relevant
authorities. 

One killed in car accident
A citizen was instantly killed and

his body completely burnt when his
vehicle caught fire after a traffic
accident along Salmi highway, said
security sources. 

Reckless drivers arrested
A number of reckless drivers

were recently arrested in Jahra and
their vehicles detained, said security
sources. Case papers indicated that
after receiving numerous com-
plaints from Jahra residents,
Ministry of Interior Assistant
Undersecretary for General Security
Major General Abdul Fattah Al-Ali
instructed Jahra security to patrol
the area, arrest violators and confis-
cate their vehicles. 

Stalked
A female citizen reported that

someone had been following her
around Ardhiya streets and was
waving indecent signs at her, said
security sources. A police patrol
rushed to the scene and managed
to arrest and identify the man who
turned out to be high on drugs. A
case was filed. 

Bootlegger arrested
A Sri Lankan man was recently

arrested in Mahboula with the pos-
session of 140 bottles and 10 plastic
bags of homemade liquor, said
security sources. Case papers indi-
cated that a police patrol stopped
the suspect on a routine checkpoint
where he looked nervous and con-
fused. Searching his vehicle, police-
men found the liquor bottles and
also found out that his vehicle had
been reported wanted which he
rented a long time ago but failed to

return to the rental office.

Pornographic CDs
An Asian man was recently

arrested for selling pornographic
CDs in Fahaheel, said security
sources. Case papers indicated that
the suspect was offering his mer-
chandise to the customers of a
Fahaheel café, and on spotting the
policemen, he dropped his bag and
tried to flee but was caught.
Checking his bag, it was found full
of pornographic CDs. 

Fake police arrested
A man was recently arrested for

impersonating a police detective
and robbing some Asians. Security
sources added that the man was
arrested red-handed while shouting
at one of his victims and on seeing
the police, tried to flee but was
arrested. Questioning the man the
suspect shouted at, the Asian said
that the suspect pretended to be a
police detective and was asking for
his wallet and money.  

70 kilos of hashish confiscated
A citizen and two bedoons were

recently arrested for smuggling 70
kilos of hashish, said security
sources. Case papers indicated that
narcotics detectives had been
tipped off concerning the intention
of the three suspects to smuggle
hashish through the sea. After plac-
ing them under surveillance for a
whole month, two of the suspects
were arrested on docking at Shaab

port holding a bag full of hashish.
The suspects led the police to a
third suspect and noted that this
accomplice uses his house in Jahra
to store the drugs pending sale.
Raiding the third suspect’s house,
more of the drug was found. The
three men later admitted that they
had brought an earlier shipment the
same way. 

IS-supporting graffiti 
Police is currently in pursuit of

some Islamic State (IS) supporters
who left some IS-supporting graffiti
slogans and phrases in Subahiya,
Abu Halifa and Ahmadi. Security
sources added that that the still
unidentified suspects wrote the
phrases on a school wall and a
coop’s walls to give the impression
that IS was widely supported in
Kuwait. A case was filed and further
investigations are in progress to
identify and apprehend the culprits. 

Citizen threatens family 
Security forces managed to con-

trol a citizen and prevented him
from cutting his own throat, said
security sources. Case papers indi-
cated that security forces had been
recently dispatched to an Omariya
house where a raging citizen threat-
ened to kill his family members with
a knife. Seeing the police, the man
pointed the knife at his own throat
and threatened to slit it off.
However, the police managed to
control him despite being hysteri-
cal.

Gulf Bank announces
Danah Draws winners
For the week of June 28th to July 2nd

Visiting doctors to
treat Kuwaitis only

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Health recently instructed all health sectors
and hospitals that invite visiting doctors and foreign consultants to lim-
it the cases they examine during their visit to Kuwaiti patients only,
well-informed sources said. The ministry often invites physicians from
abroad to attend conferences and workshops held in the country. The
sources said that the new instructions help take full advantage of the
visiting consultants’ stay by providing better health care services to citi-
zens. The source also said that a group of consultants would visit
Kuwait in the coming few months, adding that such visits would reduce
demand for treatment abroad. — Al-Anbaa

KUWAIT: Gulf Bank held its Al Danah
daily draws on July 5th, 2015
announcing the names of its winners
for the week of June 28th to July 2nd,
2015. The Al Danah daily draws
include draws each working day for
two prizes of KD1000 per winner.  

The winners were: 
(Sunday 28/6): Abrar Hassan Sayed

Al-Sayed, Hessa Sharhan Ramadan Al-
Shammeri

(Monday 29/6): Haya Hamid Al-
Enezy, Adel Abdulrazaq Al-Hunayan

(Tuesday 30/6): Ahmad Hasan Al-
Fandi, Seham Ahmed Hussain

(Wednesday 1/7): Blessy Elizabeth
Kurian, Maha Saad Mubarak Al-Faraj

(Thursday 2/7): Mahmoud Ahmed
Baroun, Dhamd Khalaf Obaid

In addition Gulf Bank would like to
congratulate Mohammed Hamed
Nasser Al-Arfaj (KD250,000 winner),
Khaled Abdullah Al-Awadhi
(KD125,000 winner) and  Wael Yousef
Al-Harmi (KD25,000 winner) winners
of the Al Danah 2nd Quarterly draw.

Gulf Bank’s Al Danah 2015 draw
lineup includes daily draws (2 winners
per working day each receive
KD1000). Al Danah’s 3rd Quarterly

draw will be held on 17 September
(KD500,000, KD125,000, and
KD25,000). The final Al Danah draw for
the Million Dinars will be held on 7
January, 2016 whereby the Al Danah
Millionaire will be announced along-
side winners of KD250,000 and
KD50,000.

Seven reasons why the Al Danah
account is the Best:

1)  Each year, every eligible account
holder gets the opportunity to win
Kuwait’s single biggest cash prize of
KD 1 Million

2) Customers’ chances are calculat-
ed on a daily basis and added up for
every draw. 

3) Gulf Bank is the only bank in
Kuwait to transfer all of its customers’
Al Danah loyalty chances from the
previous year into the next one.

4) The Al Danah account gives
away the highest amount of prize
money 

5) The daily draw has two winners
drawn for every working day, each
receiving KD1,000.

6) With 64 draws a year, and up to
532 winners, Gulf Bank’s Al Danah
account offers you the highest num-

ber of draws and winners
7)  Al Danah account also offers

customers the best quarterly prizes,
with quarterly prizes ranging from
KD25,000 up to KD500,000. 

Al Danah also offers a number of
unique services including the Al
Danah Deposit Only ATM card which
helps account holders deposit their
money at their convenience; as well as
the Al Danah calculator to help cus-
tomers calculate their chances of
becoming an Al Danah winner. 

Gulf Bank’s Al Danah account is
open to Kuwaitis and all residents of
Kuwait.  Customers who open an
account and/ or deposit more will
enter the draw within two days. To
take part in the Al Danah 2015
upcoming yearly draw, customers
must have an Al Danah account con-
taining at least KD 200. To be part of
the Al Danah draws, customers can
visit one of Gulf Bank’s 58 branches,
transfer on line, or call the Customer
Contact Center on 1805805 for assis-
tance and guidance. Customers can
also log on to www.e-
gulfbank.com/aldanahwinners, to find
out more about Al Danah and who
the winners are. 

Khaled Al-Awadhi, Al Danah’s KD 125,000 winner, receiving his prize from Mansouriya Senior Branch
Manager Nawar Al-Yaseen

Fake designer bags’
smuggling foiled



Typhoon Chan-hom 
swipes east China
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SREBRENICA: Serbia’s Prime Minister Aleksandar Vucic (center) is seen during a scuffle at the Potocari memorial complex yesterday. — AP 

SREBRENICA: An angry crowd disrupted a
commemoration of the 20th anniversary of the
Srebrenica massacre of some 8,000 Muslims in
Bosnia, hurling stones at Serbia’s premier and
forcing him to flee the event marking Europe’s
worst atrocity since World War II. Prime Minister
Aleksandar Vucic had just laid a flower at a
monument for the thousands of victims identi-
fied and buried there when the crowd started
chanting ‘Allahu Akbar’ (God is Great) and
throwing stones, forcing the Serbian leader to
run for cover shielded by his bodyguards.

Serbia’s Tanjug state-run news agency said
Vucic was hit on the head by a stone and had
his glasses broken. Vucic, whose country
backed Bosnian Serbs during and after the
1990s inter-ethnic war in Bosnia, was among
numerous dignitaries, including former US
president Bill Clinton, and tens of thousands of
people attending the commemoration in the
eastern Bosnian town. Shortly before arriving,
Vucic condemned the “monstrous crime” in
Srebrenica, where some 8,000 Muslim men and

boys were murdered by Bosnian Serb forces
who captured Srebrenica in July 1995, near the
end of the war.

Serbia quickly reacted to the incident, call-
ing the stone-throwing in neighboring Bosnia
an attack against the country. “It is an attack
not only against Vucic but against all of Serbia
and its policy of peace and regional coopera-
tion,” Foreign Minister Ivica Dacic said in a
statement. Serbian and Bosnian Serb politi-
cians have long denied the extent of the killing
in Srebrenica, although two international tri-
bunals have described the bloodshed as geno-
cide - a massive killing not seen since the
German Nazi regime and its concentration
camps during World War II. 

In 1995 Srebrenica was supposedly a UN-
protected “safe haven” but the Bosnian Serb
forces led by Ratko Mladic brushed aside the
lightly armed Dutch UN peacekeepers. The
slaughter was followed a few months later by
the Dayton peace deal, brokered by the Clinton
administration, which ended the 1992-1995

conflict which cost the lives of an estimated
100,000 people.

‘I still cry’   
Yesterday, the remains of 136 newly-identi-

fied victims were laid to rest alongside more
than 6,000 others already buried at a memorial
centre just outside the town of Srebrenica. In
most cases only body parts of the Srebrenica
victims have been found, as their bones were
moved from mass graves to so-called “sec-
ondary” graves in a bid to hide the scale of the
atrocity.

Begajeta Salihovic came to bury her father,
whose remains were found in two such sites.
“His skeleton is still not complete but we decid-
ed to bury him since we want to give him a
trace,” said Salihovic, 51, whose brother was
also killed in the massacre. Her two other
brothers were killed at the start of the 1992-
1995 war, but their remains were never found.
Two decades ago Kadira Salkic lost her three
sons and husband in the ill-fated town. “Only

God knows how I manage to continue to live ...
I still cry,” the 75-year-old whispered. “I have a
feeling that I do not see clearly due to tears
ever since they disappeared. But there is noth-
ing I can do. Even if I would die it would not
make them come back.”

Genocide dispute
Although the atrocity occurred 20 years

ago, debate continues to rage over its descrip-
tion as genocide. In 2005, then-Serbian presi-
dent Boris Tadic attended ceremonies marking
the massacre’s 10th anniversary, becoming the
first leader from his country to visit the site.
Then in 2010, the Serbian parliament con-
demned the massacre, and three years later
Serbian President Tomislav Nikolic made a per-
sonal apology. But all of Serbia’s leaders,
including Vucic, a former ultranationalist-
turned-pro-European, have persistently
refused to acknowledge the massacre as geno-
cide. 

Earlier this week Western powers clashed

with Russia on the topic when Moscow-after
lobbying by Serbia and Bosnian Serbs - vetoed
a draft UN resolution submitted by Britain
which called for the Security Council to recog-
nize the Srebrenica mass killing as genocide.
Along with Serbian President Nikolic, Bosnian
Serb leader Milorad Dodik welcomed the
Russian veto.

He thanked Moscow for “preventing the
adoption of a resolution that would have com-
plicated the situation and deepened divisions
within Bosnia”. Two decades on, Bosnia is still
frozen in the ethnic divisions that fuelled its
civil war, and lags behind its Balkan neighbors
in its bid to join the European Union. After
much arm-twisting by the international com-
munity, Bosnia emerged from the bloody con-
flict as a federal state but its leaders have failed
to reconcile its communities. The country con-
sists of two semi-autonomous entities - the
Muslim-Croat Federation and the ethnic Serbs’
Republika Srpska. Srebrenica has remained in
the Serb-run half. — AFP 

Serbia PM attacked in Srebrenica
Vucic hit in head by stone, glasses broken • Thousands mark massacre’s 20th ’versary

N’DJAMENA: A man dressed in a woman’s burqa blew
himself up in the main market in Chad’s capital
N’Djamena early yesterday, killing 14 people and injur-
ing 74, a police spokesman said. No group immediately
claimed responsibility but Chad blames Boko Haram, the
Islamist militant group based in neighboring Nigeria, for
a series of bombings and shootings in the central African
country in recent weeks. “Our current count is 15 dead,”
police spokesman Paul Manga, said, a total which includ-
ed the suicide bomber.

A Reuters witness saw at least ten bodies lying near
the entrance to the market where aid workers helped
injured people into ambulances. Security forces stopped
people entering the area and searched stalls for more
explosives. Several witnesses said that the bomber had
tried to enter the market wearing a woman’s burqa.
Chad authorities banned the head-to-toe religious gar-
ment last month, citing the risk that attackers could use
it as a disguise or hide explosives underneath. “The sui-
cide bomber was a man disguised as a woman (in a
burqa). He tried to enter the market when he was inter-
cepted by police,” Manga said. “That is when he detonat-

ed the bomb.”
Residents said the explosion happened at around

0830 local time (0730 GMT), during a busy period before
the midday heat. “It is terrible to live through such things
during the holy month of Ramadan and right next to the
main mosque of N’Djamena,” Abubakar, a resident who
had come to the market after hearing the explosion,
said. Chad has been at the forefront of a regional military
campaign against Boko Haram, which is seeking to carve
out an Islamist state in northeast Nigeria and has mount-
ed raids in neighboring Chad, Cameroon and Niger.

In June, two suicide attacks on police sites in
N’Djamena killed at least 34 people. Since then, author-
ities in the central African country have made at least
60 arrests and raided an arms cache in an effort to dis-
mantle the militants’ networks. Chad’s oil revenues
have helped to finance its defense spending and
N’Djamena serves as a headquarters for an anti-Boko
Haram regional force. The country also serves as a base
for a 3,000-strong French mission, named Barkhane
after a type of sand dune, which is fighting militancy in
the Sahel. — Reuters

Suicide bomber in burqa
kills 14 in Chad capital

NíDJAMENA, Chad: Soldiers and police forces stand guard among dead bodies at a market following a suicide
bomb attack yesterday. — AFP 
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ERBIL: Iraqi Shiite militia fighters are tighten-
ing a noose around the Islamic State-held city
of Fallujah west of Baghdad as the first stage
of a counter-offensive in the Sunni province
of Anbar, likely to determine the course of the
conflict in coming months. Islamic State
seized Anbar’s capital Ramadi two months
ago, extending its control over the Euphrates
River Valley west of Baghdad and dealing a
major setback to Prime Minister Haider Al-
Abadi and the US-backed army he entrusted
with its defense. While the government initial-
ly vowed to swiftly recapture Ramadi, it now
appears to have turned instead to Fallujah, a
city located further downriver and closer to
Baghdad, meaning supply lines for a counter-
offensive would be less vulnerable.

Colonel Ali Al-Yasiri, commander of Iraq’s
4th armored regiment, 1st division, which is
fighting near Fallujah, said plans for a quick
offensive to retake Ramadi were shelved in
June after commanders concluded that
Fallujah would be “a dagger pointed at the
army in Ramadi” unless it was tackled first.
“Our commanders gave us orders one week
after losing Ramadi to regroup ... in order to
launch a counter offensive to retake Ramadi,”
he said. “This decision failed to win support

from all military commanders.” As the govern-
ment seeks to claw back territory, Abadi has
turned to the mainly Shi’ite Hashid Shaabi
militia fighters who have proven more suc-
cessful than the army on the ground.

In April, the militia recaptured the city of
Tikrit, former dictator Saddam Hussein’s
home town on the Tigris River north of
Baghdad. But until the fall of Ramadi in May,
the government was reluctant to deploy the
Shiite fighters west of Baghdad in the valley
of Iraq’s other great river, the Euphrates,
where Sunni tribes have been hostile to out-
siders for generations. The army seems to be
taking advantage of the extra capabilities
offered by the militia umbrella group, which
includes Iranian-backed elements. Yasiri wel-
comed the Hashid’s involvement, saying the
army had struggled unsuccessfully for 18
months to contain Sunni insurgents in Anbar.

Abadi and the army can rely on US-led air
strikes, more closely coordinated since US
officers moved into a military base less than
10 miles from Fallujah and started overseeing
training of Sunni tribal recruits there. Jets and
artillery have been pounding militant targets
in both Fallujah and Ramadi, inflicting heavy
daily casualties on militants and civilians alike,

according to medical sources. But a US offi-
cial, speaking on condition of anonymity,
suggested a lack of Iraqi army control of mili-
tia activities in Fallujah would prevent the
kind of air support for the campaign that the
United States has offered elsewhere in Iraq.

Militia in lead
Shiite militia figures say they will take the

lead on the ground, not the army. “Hashid
forces are closing in on Daesh terrorists inside
Fallujah after seizing almost all supply routes
around the city,” said Muen Al-Kadhimi, a sen-
ior aide to Hadi al-Ameri, commander of the
Iranian-backed Badr organization, the most
powerful of Iraq’s armed Shiite groups. Shiite
fighters and army troops have made gains
north of Fallujah this week, although they
faced heavy resistance from Islamic State
fighters who sent car bombs to stem the
advances.  Authorities say they already con-
trol Fallujah’s eastern, southern and western
approaches.

Tribal and insurgent sources in Anbar
reported an Islamic State attack early on
Friday in villages between Fallujah and
Ramadi, which lie about 40 km apart on the
Euphrates.  But their opponents insist the

campaign to retake Anbar is on track. “Now
we are only 5 km from the centre of Fallujah
and the plan to liberate the city is going per-
fectly,” said Kadhimi. He confirmed the strate-
gy of retaking Fallujah before the provincial
capital: “We can’t go to Ramadi first and leave
our back exposed. This is why Fallujah is a pri-
or target.” Fallujah saw the fiercest fighting of
the US occupation which followed
Washington’s 2003 invasion to topple
Saddam Hussein, and has also been a centre
of Sunni hostility to the Shiite-led govern-
ment in Baghdad.

Plans changed
Washington, which criticized the Iraqi mili-

tary for allowing Ramadi to fall, has support-
ed its decision not to rush to recapture it. “The
Ramadi campaign, which about a month ago
was about to be executed precipitously, has
actually been, with our help... a very deliber-
ate campaign,” the top US military officer
General Martin Dempsey said this week.
Along with the shift in tactics after Ramadi’s
fall came recriminations, with Abadi sending
his army chief of staff into retirement and
suggesting the army’s withdrawal in mid-May
directly contravened instructions.

“If the orders had been carried out,
Ramadi would not have fallen,” the prime
minister said. Dempsey, welcoming the retire-
ment of General Babaker Zebari, said there
had been “issues up and down the chain of
command” in the Iraqi military. Yasiri, the
army colonel, said army operations in Anbar
had been troubled from the start. “Troops
were deployed in Anbar to fight insurgents
since late 2013 and what was supposed to be
a smooth operation to take out scattered ter-
rorist groups turned out to be a war of attri-
tion,” he said. “With lack of military equip-
ment, soldiers and effective air force, our
troops started to lose initiative.”

The loss of Ramadi was the army’s worst
defeat since Islamic State militants swept
through north Iraq last summer, and pushed
plans for an eventual offensive against the
Islamists’ northern stronghold Mosul further
back. While the army was forced on the defen-
sive, militia leaders have moved into Anbar
with their fighters. Photographs have also cir-
culated purporting to show Qassem
Soleimani, commander of Iran’s Revolutionary
Guards Quds Force, in the western province.
Iran’s support for the Shiite militia is uncom-
fortable for Washington.— Reuters

Shiite militias target Fallujah in Anbar campaign

SANAA: A UN-proposed truce in Yemen, aimed at
delivering desperately needed aid to millions threat-
ened with famine, failed to take hold yesterday as
clashes and Saudi-led coalition air strikes persisted.
The six-day ceasefire formally went into effect just
before midnight Friday, but clashes between Iran-
backed Shiite rebels and fighters loyal to exiled
President Abedrabbo Mansour Hadi hit several
areas, while Saudi-led coalition air strikes targeted
rebel positions.

The United Nations hoped the truce would hold
until the end of the Muslim fasting month of Ramadan
on Friday, allowing sorely needed aid to reach civil-
ians. But with fierce fighting resuming just hours after
the truce was supposed to take effect, attempts to
end the violence appeared stillborn as each side
accused the other of not taking peace efforts serious-
ly. The coalition said it “did not yet receive any request
from the legitimate Yemeni government asking for a
truce or cessation of military operations.” 

Coalition spokesman Brigadier-General Ahmed
Al-Assiri said the alliance was “not concerned with this
truce because it does not provide a commitment
from the Houthi militia”. Coalition warplanes raided
Houthi positions in the central city of Taez, where
clashes between the rebels and loyalists continued
after the truce. Violence also raged overnight in Taez,
with witnesses saying the Houthis had also bombed
several districts.

Yemen’s official news agency, run by the exiled
government, accused the Houthis and allied troops
loyal to former president Ali Abdullah Saleh of send-
ing reinforcements to the city ahead of the cessation.
In the south, coalition warplanes also hit rebels in the
port city of Aden and nearby Lahj province, witnesses
said. The raids came after the rebels bombed second
city Aden, according to Abdullah Al-Dayani, a
spokesman of southern fighters allied with Hadi.

‘Final Hope’ 
Warplanes also struck rebels in the southern Daleh

province and in Marib east of Sanaa. The ceasefire was
declared after UN chief Ban Ki-moon received assur-
ances from Hadi and the Houthis that it would be
respected. But rebel chief Abdulmalik Al-Houthi said
ahead of the deadline that “we do not have much
hope for the truce to succeed. Its success “depends on
the commitment of the Saudi regime and is condi-
tioned to a complete end to the aggression.”

The spokesman for armed forces allied with the
rebels, Brigadier General Sharaf Luqman, welcomed
the truce, but said his forces are only “exercising the
right of defence”. “Any breach to the truce by the
aggressors will push our armed forces to retaliate,” he
added. If the truce is respected, the World Health
Organization and its partners aim to reach more than
2.37 million people. “This humanitarian pause will
allow WHO and... partners to more effectively scale up

their response in affected governorates by reaching
populations that have been cut off from care and
urgently need life-saving health services,” said Yemen
representative Ahmed Shadoul. World Food
Programme spokeswoman Abeer Etefa said Friday the
truce was “our final hope” to reach the needy.

‘Extremely Hazardous Conditions’ 
It is now more than a week since the UN declared

Yemen a level-3 humanitarian emergency, the high-
est on its scale, with nearly half the country facing a
food crisis. “It is imperative and urgent that humani-
tarian aid can reach all vulnerable people of Yemen
unimpeded and through an unconditional humani-
tarian pause,” said UN spokesman Stephane Dujarric.
UN aid agencies are ready to scale up operations,
although the response to an appeal for $1.6 billion
has been meagre, with just 13 percent of that amount
received so far.

More than 21.1 million people - over 80 percent of
Yemen’s population - need aid, with 13 million facing
food shortages. The UN says the conflict has killed
more than 3,200 people, about half of them civilians,
since late March. Etefa said the WFP delivered 9,000
tonnes of food to its warehouses in Yemen during the
past week, and that the truce was needed to secure its
mission. “We hope to see an effective respect for the
ceasefire, and to allow us to reach all parts of Yemen
regardless of who controls them,” she said.— AFP

VIENNA: World powers huddled again yes-
terday behind closed doors on the 15th
day of negotiations seeking a deal to curb
Iran’s nuclear ambitions, with no sign of
any end to the nail-biting deadlock.
Despite a warning from US Secretary of
State John Kerry that he would not sit at
the negotiating table forever, an Iranian
official told AFP the talks, now entering
their third week, could stretch on and on.
“We have no time-limit in order to reach a
good deal,” the senior Iranian official said,
asked if the negotiations could be formally
extended again in a bid to end the current
deadlock.

Iran and the so-called the P5+1 group -
Britain, China, France, Germany, Russia and
the United States - are seeking to curtail
Tehran’s ability to develop nuclear
weapons in exchange for relief from painful
sanctions.  After a very public blame game
about the reasons behind the stalemate,
Kerry Friday had offered a glimmer of hope
that some progress may be being made
saying some outstanding issues had been
resolved.  But the top US diplomat
emerged from almost 90 minutes of fresh
talks yesterday morning with his Iranian
counterpart Mohammad Javad Zarif and
almost immediately tweeted that things
remained tough.  “Met with @FedericaMog
and @JZarif this AM. Still have difficult
issues to resolve,” he said in his Tweet.

Despite almost two years of negotia-
tions, this round of talks in Vienna touted as
the last push for a historic  accord to end a
13-year standoff, has moved at a snail’s
pace in an indication of how difficult the
remaining issues are. France’s Foreign
Minister Laurent Fabius also arrived back in
the Austrian capital yesterday to rejoin
Germany’s Frank-Walter Steinmeier, while

their British counterpart was expected back
too. It remained unclear when the Russian
and Chinese foreign ministers would return
to the city.

Time to call it quits?
With many politicians on both sides of

the Atlantic openly questioning whether it
was time to walk away, Mogherini tweeted
her thanks to the Austrian people for their
“prolonged hospitality. “Vienna, still work-
ing day and night on #IranTalks,” she said in
her Tweet.  The toughest problems have
been left to last, including a mechanism for
lifting interlocking EU, US and UN sanc-
tions, as well as ways to ensure Iran can
have a peaceful nuclear program for its
own energy needs.  A new headache
emerged in recent days, when the Iranian
delegation insisted that a UN arms embar-
go must be lifted once a deal is reached,
something that Western countries are wary
about given Iran’s alleged role in several
Middle East conflicts.

In turn Iranian officials blamed the
Americans for throwing a spanner in the
works saying that after a video conference
with US President Barack Obama on
Wednesday,  the US delegation had
changed some of their positions. Expert
Kelsey Davenport, from the Washington-
based Arms Control Association, warned:
“Now is not the time for brinksmanship or
a hardening of positions.” “This is an his-
toric moment and there could be serious
repercussions if negotiators fail to seize
this oppor tunity to get a good deal.
Taking a few additional days to continue
talking is far better than walking away
from the table,” she said. “At the same
time, these last decisions will not get easi-
er with time.” — AFP 

Iran, powers struggle 
to overcome deadlock 

Talks hit 15th day

SANAA: Yemeni supporters of the Shiite Houthi movement raise their weapons during a rally to mark the Quds (Jerusalem) International Day in
support of Palestinians on Friday in the capital. — AFP

Yemen’s humanitarian 
ceasefire fails to hold

Bombings and heavy fighting break UN truce

VIENNA: A man cleans the front door of the Palais Coburg Hotel where closed-door
nuclear talks with Iran are taking place yesterday. — AP 

SHANGHAI: The Chinese woman has a history of
selling counterfeit luxury goods. She has been sued
in the US by eight luxury brands. She owes Chanel
Inc $6.9 million for selling products online under its
name. None of it has stopped Xu Ting, a 45-year-old
immigrant, from achieving a comfortable suburban
life in San Diego with her husband and their 3-year-
old son. Last year, she became a legal resident.

China is not the only country with a counterfeit-
ing problem. Most fakes are made in China, but they
are sold in America, where counterfeiting is rarely
prosecuted as a crime. Lack of cooperation with
China makes it easy for counterfeiters to move their
money beyond reach - and hard to root out counter-
feiting kingpins. As long as counterfeiters can stay
out of jail and hold on to their profits - and con-
sumers continue to buy - the trade in fakes will thrive.
“There’s a million ways to game the system,” said Dan
Plane, an intellectual property lawyer in Hong Kong.
“Probably the only thing that’s going to stop her is
when she passes away - probably on an island resort
somewhere - or if she gets arrested.”

So far, Xu Ting has simply refused to show up in
court. She has worked toward a graduate degree at
San Diego State University, helped her family accu-

mulate at least $890,000 in bank accounts in China,
and bought a $585,000 house with her husband,
public records and court cases show. “The essential
point for Chanel is really shutting down the counter-
feiting operations which we did successfully,” Chanel
spokeswoman Kathrin Schurrer wrote in an email.
Schurrer added that the legal process is ongoing and
declined further comment, but did note that
“California has a law prohibiting the civil seizure of a
home if it is a primary residence.”

In 2009, a Florida judge ruled against Xu Ting and
shut down seven websites selling fake Louis Vuitton,
Marc Jacobs and Celine. In 2010, Gucci and other
brands in France’s Kering group filed a lawsuit in New
York federal court against Xu Ting, her future hus-
band, and eight others who allegedly sold more than
$2 million worth of fake handbags and wallets online
to US customers. Xu Ting’s husband, Xu Lijun, has set-
tled. A licensed civil engineer in California, he denied
wrongdoing but agreed to let Gucci keep $400,000
in seized counterfeiting proceeds and pay a $7,500
fine. His lawyer, Eric Siegle, said he was “a small-time
nobody”. “The people they are arresting or suing here
in the United States are low-level people,” Siegle said.
“If you can find where the money is going, you can

get to the heart of the problem.”
But Gucci couldn’t find where the money went

once it landed in China because Chinese banks
refused to disclose account details. “BOC cannot
comply with such orders without violating Chinese
law,” the Bank of China said in an email. The case is
ongoing. Kering spokeswoman Charlotte Judet said
Gucci would “vigorously enforce any judgment” it
obtained. Xu Ting declined multiple requests for
comment. A slight man in wire-rimmed glasses
answered the door in San Diego’s Rancho
Penasquitos area and identified himself as Xu Lijun
but declined comment. “After your colleague’s visit,
we communicated and she still did not want to do
the interview,” the family’s lawyer in Beijing, Chen
Peng, said. In February 2014, Xu Ting got a green
card, thanks to her husband’s advanced degree or
“extraordinary ability,” according to a person familiar
with the matter who spoke anonymously because
immigration records are not public. Immigration
authorities also have the Rancho Penasquitos
address on record as her residence, the person said.
US Citizenship and Immigration Services
spokesman Christopher Bentley declined comment,
citing privacy concerns.— AP

Counterfeiter evades US lawsuits, gets green card

BEIJING: In this photo taken on March 20, 2015, customers line up outside a Chanel retail shop. — AP 



NEW DELHI: Vinuta Gopal, acting head of Greenpeace
India, has had more than a few sleepless nights over
the past year worrying about the future of her organi-
zation. The Indian government labeled the group “anti-
national” for its campaigns against coal mining, geneti-
cally modified crops and nuclear power, and blocked its
bank accounts, deported foreign workers and stopped
Indian staff from overseas travel. The situation reached
crisis point in May when a funding crunch pushed the
charity to the brink of closure and Gopal and her 250 or
so colleagues made the decision to work for free.

But Greenpeace India is not alone in facing a
crackdown by governments which see the growing
affluence and influence of charities backed by social
media as a threat, say experts. Thousands of foreign-
funded non-government organizations from Latin
America and Africa to the Middle East and Asia have
come up against authorities imposing or drafting
laws which put a squeeze on their foreign donations,
jeopardizing their work.

“It’s been a tough year ... where one has felt that this
could well mean the end of Greenpeace in the India,”
Gopal told the Thomson Reuters Foundation. “The sig-
nal that they are sending by making a case out of
Greenpeace to larger civil society is that if you chal-
lenge our policies then we will come after you.” Over 60
countries in the last three years have sought to curb the
ability of non-profit groups to receive or use overseas
funds, using justifications which range from labeling
them as “foreign agents” to allegations of financial mis-
conduct, says the International Center for Not-for-Profit
Law (ICNL). These include Russia, China, Tajikistan,
Azerbaijan, Cambodia, Pakistan, Bangladesh, India,
Kenya, Uganda, Israel, Ethiopia, Angola, Honduras,
Venezuela and Egypt amongst others.

Shift in focus
The move comes following a surge in funding - and

a shift in focus for many non-profit groups that has
made governments edgy. Civil society groups received
$17.7 billion from developed nations in 2013, up from
$2.7 billion in 2004, according to humanitarian data
researcher Development Initiatives. Alongside this, they
have shifted from traditional work in basic service pro-
vision to advocacy and campaigning, mobilizing public
support through Facebook and Twitter on issues rang-
ing from corruption and conservation to religious and
gender rights.

This has prompted governments to impose various
restrictions including tougher financial reporting rules,
stemming funding through counter-terrorism laws,
forcing funds to be routed through governments, plac-
ing caps on funds and using laws such as treason to
pursue criminal charges. “Citizens are seeking to work
together to improve their everyday lives, but many
governments find this threatening. They don’t want to
be questioned or to be held to account by their citi-
zens,” said Douglas Rutzen, president of US-based ICNL.

“Some governments target NGOs that seek to
engage in advocacy or groups they don’t like. But in
many countries, restrictions apply across the board,

including groups that help battered women, run
orphanages, or provide public health services.” In
Cambodia last week, security forces prevented hun-
dreds of activists, unionists and charity workers from
protesting against a proposed law which requires
them to report their activities. NGOs say it is a move to
silence criticism.

While last month, dozens of Pakistani police turned
up at the Save the Children office in Islamabad, pad-
locked the gates and ordered the charity’s foreign staff
to leave the country. Although the decision was
reversed after criticism from western nations, Pakistan
has ordered all foreign non-profits to re-register within
three months and is drafting a law allowing officials to
stop overseas funded charities from operating.
Greenpeace India’s woes began in June 2014 when a
leaked report from India’s Intelligence Bureau claimed
foreign donors were paying charities to sabotage key
industrial projects with Greenpeace India the most
prominently mentioned charity.

Ford, Gates foundation under scrutiny
Officials accuse the charity of not accounting for 60

million rupees ($943,000) in its financial statements and
the group’s seven bank accounts were frozen in April. In
January an Indian staff member was barred from going
to London to talk to UK lawmakers about a coal project
in central India while last month an Australian staff
member with a visa was stopped by immigration and
deported without explanation. Greenpeace, which is
locked in a legal battle with the government and has
now been granted access to two of its bank accounts,
denies its activism is hurting economic development.

But in the world’s largest democracy, where there
are at least two million non-profits working in various
areas, the crackdown goes well beyond Greenpeace
India. In the last three months, the home affairs min-
istry has cancelled the licenses of more than 13,000
organizations, saying they have violated a law on for-
eign funding. Big donors are not immune. The US-
based Ford Foundation faces a probe into funding a
group run by a prominent rights activist and critic of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and auditors are investi-
gating the finances of charities funded by the Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation.

Charities welcome regulation and transparency,
aware of the need to keep the booming sector in
check, but say the law is being abused to the detriment
of those they are trying to help - the poor and margin-
alized. “It seems that ‘compliance’ is serving as a garb to
actually target those organizations and individuals
whose views the government disagrees with, and
indeed to monitor and stifle disagreement itself,” said
an open letter to Modi in May which was signed by
over 170 charities.

“Several NGO projects have shut down, donors are
unable to support work, and there is an overall atmos-
phere of state coercion and intimidation in India’s civil
society space.” Government officials deny trying to
muzzle opposing voices, saying they are enforcing the
law and national security. “There are many good

activists who think in a good way,” Indian environment
minister Prakash Javadekar told Indian news station
NDTV last month. “I don’t say that there are good NGOs
and bad NGOs. I say there are certain people with an
agenda.”

Shooting the messenger
Western donors say what is happening in India is

part of a broader global trend where governments
are using various methods to increasingly suppress
non-government groups including limitations on
financing, size, travel or registration. “(Other methods
include) cracking down on communications tech-
nologies that connect civil society groups and in
some cases physical harassment including jail and
torture,” said Chanan Weissman, a spokesperson for
the US State Department’s Bureau of Democracy,
Human Rights, and Labor. In 2014, the non-govern-
ment sector was active in crises such as the West
Africa Ebola outbreak, Nepal earthquake and in con-
flicts such as in Syria, Yemen, South Sudan and Gaza.
They also contributed to mobilizing people in anti-
austerity protests in Europe, pro-democracy protests
in Hong Kong and anti-graft demonstrations in Brazil.

CIVICUS, a global alliance of civil society groups,
says it documented 96 countries in 2014 where there
were serious violations to freedom of expression,
association and assembly of non-profit groups. From
2010-2013, CIVICUS tracked 75 serious threats to civil
society in roughly 75 countries a year. These included
Ethiopia and Egypt where journalists and bloggers
have been jailed, Kenya where over 330 NGOs sus-
pended and Azerbaijan where the bank accounts of at
least 50 charities have been frozen. Mandeep Tiwana,
CIVICUS’s head of policy and research said charities,
like every sector, had their problems, but generally
people were driven more by passion than profit.

“Because of the nature of their work in exposing
governance failures and grave rights violations sever-
al governments have created a bogey to demonize
and stigmatize, in public eyes, NGOs and activists
uncovering abuse,” said Tiwana. “Questioning the
messenger’s credentials is a common tactic that
helps deviate the argument from the real issues and
muddies the public discourse.” In countries such as
Egypt, Algeria, Jordan, Bahrain, Uzbekistan,
Turkmenistan, Eritrea and Bangladesh, laws require
charities to get approval to receive foreign funds,
leading to an Egyptian court in 2013 imposing jail
terms on 43 NGO staff.

In Ethiopia, authorities have put a cap on the
amount of overseas funding charities can receive,
while in Nepal, Uzbekistan, Eritrea, Sierra Leone
and Uganda, donations must be routed through a
governmental body. Governments in Russia,
Kyrgyzstan and Ukraine have attempted to stig-
matize charities receiving international funds
through “foreign agents” legislation. Israel is moot-
ing this. “The worst thing about the new legisla-
tion is the alienation of the NGOs and the commu-
nities they serve. — Reuters
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BERLIN: It’s nearly midnight and in a matter of min-
utes Greece will leave the euro. Banks are shuttered,
TV shows heatedly debate whether salaries will be
paid... and Inspector Haritos has a new crime to
solve. The prescient, if fictional, setting for a novel
by Greece’s “cult” crime writer Petros Markaris was
written three years ago and has captured readers’
imaginations well beyond Greece’s borders - espe-
cially in Germany.

Markaris’s colourful tales of corruption and often
grisly murders - tax cheats poisoned with hemlock
recalling the execution of the Greek philosopher
Socrates - belie a biting commentary on Greece’s cri-
sis-hit society. His books have topped the German
bestseller list, regaling readers with the dogged
investigations of his central character, the grumpy
but methodical Costas Haritos, the chief of Athens’s
murder squad, who has not been paid for three
months.

Born in the Turkish city of Istanbul to a Greek
mother and Armenian father, 78-year-old Markaris
studied in Vienna, then translated the works of
Goethe and Brecht. He speaks fluent German but
writes his novels in Greek. “This cosmopolitan culture
gives him a distance, an irony, a humour which
speaks to the German-language public,” his translator
Michaela Prinzinger told AFP. He was awarded the
Goethe Medal by Germany for his services to the lan-
guage and international cultural relations.

‘Misguided Ways’ 
Markaris himself declined an AFP request for an

interview, citing his homeland’s current struggle to
stay solvent, as its EU partners, led by the bloc’s
biggest economy and effective paymaster Germany,
demand reforms for aid. His 2012 novel “Bread,
Education, Liberty” already imagined a “Grexit”, as the
third in his “crisis trilogy”, and attacks leftist politicians
who have taken over power from the Greek military
junta. His Swiss-based German-language publisher,
Diogenes, declined to say how many books he has
sold but described him as a “cult author”.

The trilogy’s first volume, “Expiring Loans”, saw
bankers and international financiers decapitated with
a sabre. Then came “Termination” in which a serial
killing tax collector murders a wealthy surgeon and
businessman, among others, for evading the tax
authorities. “Markaris considers the detective novel a
means of investigating the misguided ways of his
country,” said France’s Loic Marcou, who devoted his
university thesis to exploring the genre of Greek
whodunits.

As his novels evolve and Greece sinks deeper
into dire economic straits, “the murderer more and
more becomes a political agitator who settles his dif-
ferences” with those seen as responsible for Greece’s
woes, he said. Through the eyes of Haritos, and his
wife Adriani, Markaris’s novels also build up a picture
of a corruption-blighted society grappling with the

rise of neo-Nazis. With his love of Greek coffee,
Haritos is portrayed zig-zagging through Athens’s
bustling streets in his Spanish Seat car trying to avoid
demonstrations by austerity-hit citizens.

‘Even with Drachma, we Party’ 
Germany’s influence jumps out of the pages as the

country blamed by many Greeks for their financial
predicament. Haritos questions a witness who resem-
bles Chancellor Angela Merkel and is called Mrs
Metaxas - the name of a Greek dictator - while a
German film crew captures post-Grexit images of
Greeks partying. One of the dancers shouts that they
want to show the Germans “even with the drachma, we
party. They don’t know how.” Meanwhile, Uli, a German
character, whose nationality initially provokes Adriani’s
mistrust, ends up being invited to share a traditional
home-cooked meal of stuffed courgettes. Markaris
“makes people laugh about Germany and that is some-
thing liberating”, Prinziger said. “Laughter allows an
understanding of the other to develop.” Despite the
gloom and doom hanging over Greece, however,
Markaris also draws out the humour and even an air of
optimism in his country. “Just when you think she’s
dying, she always finds a hero to save her,” one of his
characters says, of the country. “Greece will never die
because she always pulls a hero out of her hat at the
last minute.” It’s a sentiment that many Greeks hope will
prove to be more than just fiction. -—AFP 

Greek ‘crisis’ crime novelist captivates Germans

Charities face increasing 
crackdown worldwide

Surge in funding, campaigning raises tensions

THIAROYE, Senegal: Nearly a decade ago,
Senegalese fisherman Mor Mar embarked
on an illegal sea voyage to Spain, hoping a
better life awaited him in Europe. Along with
80 other would-be migrants, each of whom
paid smugglers at least $500, he left in a
large wooden pirogue from neighboring
Mauritania, surviving on rice, biscuits and
water until coming within 200 km of the
Spanish coast. High, violent waves turned
the boat back, and Mar, 39, never tried to
make the crossing again.

Now following news reports of the
more than 1,800 migrants who died this
year trying to cross the Mediterranean Sea,
Mar says he learned long ago to resist
Europe’s pull, having been turned off by
stories of limited opportunity and high
unemployment. “A lot of young men who
managed to get to Europe didn’t succeed
in building something for themselves back
in Senegal,” he said.  “They say the situation
is very difficult there.” Mar ’s views on
migration are shared widely in his native
Thiaroye, a fishing town on the outskirts of
Senegal’s capital Dakar that 10 years ago
was one of the first in the area to record
large-scale migration to Europe. Pape
Omar Diouf, a town elder, remembers how
the initial trickle of migrants soon turned
into a rush. “Nearly every day, we were
recording departures. Young people were
distraught because the fishing industry
was nearly dead,” he said. “The dream of
going to Europe animated everyone until
the deaths started to multiply.”

The sheer number of people presumed
to have died en route played a big role in
dampening the fishermen’s enthusiasm.
They now focus on trying to support them-

selves at home, difficult though it might be.
“We currently earn between 3,000 and
10,000 CFA francs per day (between $5 and
$17) after fierce efforts at sea, but we prefer
to limit ourselves to that,” said fellow
Thiaroye fisherman El-Hadji Cheikh Ndoye.

The lure of Europe remains strong else-
where in Senegal, however. About 2,300
Senegalese made the perilous land-and-sea
voyage to Italy between January and June
this year, according to Jo-Lind Roberts-Sene,
head of the Senegal office for the
International Organization for Migration.
The organization helps the government
coordinate the return of migrants, and in the
past year or so has repatriated about 400
Senegalese who had been seized while
working in Tripoli.

In the months to come, Senegal’s govern-
ment plans to more actively discourage peo-
ple from joining the wave of migrants. The
government intends to bolster economic
opportunity at home through initiatives
such as developing new farms employing
up to 40 people each, Sory Kaba, a top offi-
cial responding to the current migration cri-
sis, told journalists in May.

In Thiaroye, fishermen see their sector as
a great potential source of jobs for Senegal’s
youth - provided the government takes
steps to protect them. “We are always under
siege by larger boats that plunder our fish-
ing resources,” Ndoye said. “The state needs
to protect us more to keep us in the coun-
try.” While the fishermen don’t wish to
migrate now, Mar said there is no guarantee
that will remain the case if opportunity stag-
nates: “If the state does nothing for us, it
must be expected that young people will go
back into the pirogues.” — AP 

Senegalese fishermen 
resist lure of Europe

Petros Markaris

VATICAN CITY: A former Polish archbishop became ill
and was placed in intensive care ahead of the opening
of his unprecedented trial on paedophilia charges at
the Vatican, officials said yesterday. Jozef Wesolowski
is accused of sexually abusing minors during his 2008-
13 stint as Vatican ambassador to the Dominican
Republic and of possessing child pornography in
Rome in 2013-14. His case is seen as a test of Pope
Francis’s push to prosecute sexual predators in the
face of accusations that the Catholic Church has not
done enough to identify and punish paedophiles in its
midst.

The hospitalisation of the 66-year-old reduced the
first day of his trial, which was open to the public, to
seven minutes before the judge recessed until a later,
unspecified date. Wesolowski “was taken ill and was
taken to a ... hospital where he was placed in intensive
care,” prosecutor Gian Piero Milano told the court, with
Vatican officials saying that the former cleric became
sick on Friday. When the trial reconvenes, Wesolowski’s
lawyers may motion for it to continue in closed ses-
sion.

His trial marks the first legal proceedings against
a church official since Francis overhauled the Vatican
justice system in response to swelling accusations of
child sexual abuse by prelates. If Wesolowski is con-
victed in the trial, in which the judge, defence lawyer
and prosecutors are all Italian lay people, he could face
a six-year prison term - more if aggravated circum-

stances are found - which he could serve in Vatican
detention facilities. 

Wesolowski was secretly recalled from his posting
in the Dominican Republic in 2012 after the Church
hierarchy was advised he had been regularly paying
young Dominican boys for sexual services. He was
defrocked by a Church court in June 2014 but
remained free until September of that year, when he
was placed under house arrest under an order the
Vatican said came directly from Pope Francis.

Test Case 
“The (pornography) case is based on an offence

introduced to Vatican legislation by Francis in 2013.
The other involves sexual abuse of minors prosecuted
on the case assembled by legal authorities of Santo
Domingo,” the Dominican capital, the Vatican said in a
statement ahead of the trial. “These serious allegations
will be scrutinised by the competent judicial body,
which will be assisted by both technical appraisals of
the IT systems used by the defendant and, if neces-
sary, international legal cooperation for the evaluation
of testimonial evidence from the competent
(Dominican) authorities.”

According to the Italian-language weekly
Panorama, the tribunal may request testimony
from deacon Francisco Javier Occi Reyes, who
was arrested in Santo Domingo accused of hav-
ing put Wesolowski in contact with minors. The

case marks the first time a Vatican court will hear
child sexual abuse charges against a former
Church official. But it is not the first time its legal
process has been used to hear charges of alleged
wrongdoing. In 2012 the Vatican tribunal drew
world-wide attention when it  heard a case
against Paolo Gabriele, Pope Benedict’s former
personal butler, for accusations he leaked secret
documents to the press. — AFP 

BUJUMBURA: Burundi’s presidential
election has been postponed to July 21
from July 15, a presidential spokesman
said yesterday, after African leaders
called for a delay in a bid to end the
nation’s worst political crisis since a civil
war ended in 2005. President Pierre
Nkurunziza’s announcement on April 25
that he planned to seek a third term in
office triggered weeks of protests by
opponents who say it violates the consti-
tution. The president cites a court ruling
say he can run again.

Opposition parties have said they
would boycott the presidential vote. They
also stayed away from parliamentary
polls in June, handing Nkurunziza’s party
a sweeping victory. When asked whether
the presidential vote had been delayed,
presidential spokesman Gervais Abayeho
told Reuters in phone text message:
“Postponed to July 21.” He said the
decree had been signed by the president
on Friday and was in response to the
request made by leaders of east African
states plus South Africa.

The African nations had sought a

delay unti l  July  30 to give t ime for
Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni to
try to mediate between the opposing
groups. Abayeho said such a long delay
“would be beyond constitutional limits.”
The constitution requires that the presi-
dential election is held at least a month
before the end of the president’s term,
which is Aug 26. The crisis has alarmed
a region with a history of ethnic con-
flict. Burundi’s civil war had pitted rebel
groups of the majority Hutus, including
one led by Nkurunziza, against minority
Tutsis, who commanded the army at
that time.

Dozens have been killed in protests
against Nkurunziza’s re-election bid,
mostly in the capital. Demonstrators
have regularly clashed with police. More
than 140,000 people have fled to neigh-
bouring states for fear of broadening vio-
lence. A general involved in a failed coup
attempt in May told Reuters this week he
and his comrades were still planning to
oust Nkurunziza. The government says
any attempt to destabilise Burundi would
be met by the security forces. — Reuters 

Burundi presidential 
poll delayed to July 21

THIAROYE, Senegal: In this photo taken on June 15, 2015, fishermen repair their
fishing nets as part of preparation to go out at sea. — AP 

Jozef Wesolowski 
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SACRAMENTO, California: Nearly 15
hours after a riot at a Northern California
prison, guards found a missing inmate
sawed nearly in two, with his abdominal
organs and most chest organs removed,
his  body folded and stuf fed into a
garbage can in a shower stall a few doors
from his cell. Details of the gruesome
M ay k i l l ing at  the medium-secur i t y
California State Prison, Solano, are laid
out in an autopsy report obtained by AP
under a public records request.

The grisly discovery raises obvious
questions about the prison’s security:
How could such a gruesome killing hap-
pen inside a locked facility with security
and surveillance? How could someone
obtain weapons sharp enough to dissect
a body? And why did it take so long to
uncover? Homicides are distressingly
common in California prisons. More than
160 inmates have been killed in the last
15 years, and the state has one of the
nation’s highest inmate homicide rates.
Yet the death of 24-year-old Nicholas
Anthony Rodriguez stands out.

Rodriguez’s missing organs are “still
part of the investigation” at the prison in
Vacavi l le,  40  mi les  southwest  of
Sacramento, Department of Corrections
and Rehabilitation spokeswoman Terry
Thornton said Friday. No one has been
charged with k i l l ing Rodr iguez,  an
Oakland man who was serving an eight-
year robbery sentence from Alameda
County. However, Thornton said his cell-
mate, a 46-year-old man serving a life
sentence for a Los Angeles County mur-
der, is considered the only suspect and is
being held in segregation. Thornton said
she couldn’t say how the homicide was
carried out or concealed since it’s still
being investigated.

“It just blows my mind, because offi-
cers are looking in on inmates all the
time,” said Christine Ward,  executive
director of  the Crime Victims Action
Alliance. “Unfortunately, we know that
there are drugs, there’s alcohol, there are
weapons. As much as the officers can
pol ice  that ,  we k now we’ve got  the
toughest, the baddest, the most violent
criminals in our state prison and unfortu-
nately some of the most cunning prison-
ers in there as well. They are going to
find ways to do that.”

Brawl 
Rodriguez ’s  body was  discovered

around 9:30 pm May 4, 141/2 hours after
inmates were ordered locked in their
cel ls  fo l lowing a  brawl  bet ween 58
inmates in his housing unit. Three pris-
oners and one correctional officer were
injured in the fight, and Thornton said an
inmate-made weapon was recovered.
She declined to describe it. Despite the

r iot  and result ing invest igat ion,
Rodriguez was not discovered missing
until a head count at 4:30 pm. Thornton
said officials initially assumed he had
escaped.

Investigators are looking into whether
the riot was created to conceal the slay-
ing or allow someone to move the body.
“It’s very difficult to cover every contin-
genc y with the l imited staff  that we
have,” said Chuck Alexander, president of
the California Correctional Peace Officers
Association that represents most prison
guards. “This kind of thing at Solano, sad
to say I predict it’s just a precursor,” he
said. He noted a 2011 California law that
keeps lower-level offenders in county
jails, leaving state prisons to hold the
most violent criminals. Changes in prison
policies, meanwhile, mean more danger-
ous offenders are being housed in lower-
security prisons like medium-security.

Rodriguez had alcohol in his system
and was dead before he was eviscerated,
killed by blows to the head that left him
with a deep star-shaped wound on his
forehead among his multiple skull frac-
tures, cuts and other wounds, according
to the May 27 autopsy report conducted
by the Solano County Sheriff coroner’s
office. His mother, Maria Rodriguez of
Oakland, said she has been given no
details about what happened. She said
she had not seen the autopsy report but
said that she knew her son’s body was
badly injured. “When I saw my son ... at
the funeral, he was so bad in the face,”
she said in a  telephone inter view.  “ I
cal led them last  week ,  and they say
they’re going to tell me in two weeks or
in three weeks, but right now we don’t
got nothing.”— AP 

US inmate cut nearly 
in two, organs missing

MANILA: Hundreds of schoolchildren in
the southern Philippines have fallen sick
after eating durian-flavored sweets, the
provincial governor said yesterday. Up to
1,350 elementary and high school stu-
dents were treated in hospital in nine
towns overnight after they complained of
stomach cramps, diarrhea, vomiting and
headaches late Friday, Surigao del Sur
governor Johnny Pimentel said.

As of yesterday, 250 remained in hospi-
tal but they were expected to be dis-
charged later in the day, Pimentel said.
Nine men and women who sold the
sweets from a van while the children were
on their lunch break have been arrested,
he said. Police are investigating whether
the sweets were expired or were deliber-
ately laced with poison, Pimentel added.

“The suspects had a plan to sell only to
school children. They went around nine
towns the whole day selling candies,” he
said.

The group denied to police that they
meant to poison the children, he added.
Pimentel said police were still trying to
establish why the group had travelled
some 300 kilometers from their home
province to sell the sweets. The south-
eastern region is the country’s main pro-
ducer of durian and the foul-smelling fruit
is transformed into a myriad of food prod-
ucts including confectionery, ice cream
and coffee. Poor enforcement of food
safety regulations has been blamed for
past  cases of  food poisoning in the
Philippines, an impoverished nation of
100 million people.— AFP 

Poison sweets sicken 
kids in Philippines
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COLUMBIA, South Carolina: The Confederate bat-
tle flag no longer flies at South Carolina’s
Statehouse, now relegated to a room filled with oth-
er relics of the state’s secession. Other vestiges of the
Civil War-era South are unlikely to vanish so soon.
Several states have taken or are considering action
to remove the flag and other Confederate symbols
and monuments since the massacre of nine people
at a Bible study inside a black church; police have
charged a man shown in pictures with the flag who
they say was motivated by hate. It has been ban-
ished from Alabama’s Capitol and federal cemeter-
ies, and Memphis officials are working to move the
remains and a statue of slave trader and
Confederate Gen. Nathan Bedford Forrest out of a
prominent park. Still, the region is full of monu-
ments to key players in the Confederacy and even
the Ku Klux Klan. Confederate flags remain a com-
mon sight on license plates in the South, and the
flag is a part of Mississippi’s own state flag. Georgia’s
state flag is based on the national flag of the
Confederacy known as the stars and bars. The
response in South Carolina and other states is
encouraging after 15 years of no activity but was
prompted only by a “massacre,” said Mark Potok, a
senior fellow at the Southern Poverty Law Center.
“We need a kind of mental cleansing down here,”
Potok said. “It’s 150 years overdue.”

Large numbers of flag supporters, who say it
symbolizes Southern heritage and history, remain.

North Carolina sold out of its version of Confederate
license plates when Gov. Pat McCrory said the state
should stop selling them; no action has been taken
yet to halt the sales. Sons of Confederate Veterans
groups in states including Georgia and Virginia have
pledged to fight to keep them.

Chad Haden, 34, of Braxton, Mississippi, said
many flags have flown for nations that allowed slav-
ery, including the US flag. Haden said one of his
ancestors fought for the Confederacy, and he does
not want to see Mississippi’s flag change any more
than he wanted the battle flag in South Carolina to
come down. “I’ve got to question the motive of it, of
why they come after us? It’s like they’re trying to
take one bad thing from us, slavery, and they ignore
the progress that was made before the war. They try
to make us the villain. I’ve got a question: Is it just a
hatred of Southerners?” 

Top Republicans in Mississippi, including the
House speaker and both US Senators, have pushed
to follow South Carolina’s lead, though Gov Phil
Bryant has said he won’t call a special session to con-
sider removing the battle flag from the state flag. He
has pointed to a 2001 vote where supporters of the
flag outnumbered opponents 2-to-1. Bryant, his
lieutenant governor and every member of the legis-
lature are up for re-election this fall. Derrick Johnson,
president of the Mississippi NAACP, has called on
Bryant to bring about change. “It’s time to write the
next chapter of our history,” he said Thursday.

Failed Efforts
Georgia’s state flag long resembled the

Confederate stars and bars until 1956, when the
design prominently incorporated the battle flag
design removed from South Carolina. That was
widely believed to be a protest to the Supreme
Court decision in Brown v Board of Education that
ordered the desegregation of schools. In 2001,
Democratic Gov Roy Barnes signed a law ordering
a new flag that prominently featured the state seal
against a blue background; much smaller images
of the older, Confederate-inspired flags of the past
were shown beneath, above the words “In God We
Trust”. That design lasted only until 2003, when
Barnes lost re-election and his Republican succes-
sor signed a bill into law restoring the stars and
bars-inspired design. Other efforts to change the
flag failed, including in 1993 when then-Gov Zell
Miller called the rebel emblem “the Confederacy’s
most inflammatory symbol.” Democratic state Sen
Vincent Fort, who is black, plans to introduce leg-
islation to end Georgia’s commemoration of
Confederate holidays,  which are commonly
observed by governments in the Deep South.
However, many of his Republican counterparts in
the GOP-dominated legislature and the governor
have shown little appetite for taking up such
issues. “We will take our first bite at the elephant,
and digest it one bite at a time,” Fort said last
month.— AP 

WASHINGTON: The US’s top psychology
association colluded with the Pentagon
and the CIA to devise ethical guidelines to
support post-9/11 interrogation techniques
that have since been labeled as torture, a
report said Friday. Some members of the
American Psychological Association (APA),
including senior staff, sought to “curry
favor” with defense officials, according to
the  542-page probe commissioned by
APA’s board. These individuals issued an
ethics policy that aligned with government
interrogation techniques after the Sept 11
2001 terror attacks, such as waterboarding
and sleep deprivation. The association col-
luded with several government agencies,
including the Pentagon and the Central
Intelligence Agency (CIA), to devise ethical
guidelines for the interrogation program

under former president George W Bush,
according to the review.

The government agencies “purportedly
wanted permissive ethical guidelines so
that their psychologists could continue to
participate in harsh and abusive interroga-
tion techniques being used by these agen-
cies after the September 11 attacks,” the
report said. “APA’s principal motive in doing
so was to align APA and curry favor with
DoD (Department of Defense). There were
two other important motives: to create a
good public-relations response, and to
keep the growth of psychology unre-
strained in this area.” The findings come
after Democrats on the US Senate
Intelligence Committee in December
released a damning report detailing brutal
and previously unknown interrogation

techniques, including beatings and rectal
rehydration, used by the CIA on Al-Qaeda
suspects post 9/11. 

APA Apologizes 
According to Friday’s report, APA’s ethics

director Stephen Behnke worked with a
military psychologist to draft the organiza-
tion’s public policy statements and also
received a Pentagon contract to train inter-
rogators. The report said he did not tell the
APA board about his involvement in train-
ing defense department staff. Responding
to the findings, the APA - the largest profes-
sional psychology organization in the
country - said Friday it would review its
policies and urge a ban on its psychologists
from participating directly in interroga-
tions. “The organization’s intent was not to

enable abusive interrogation techniques or
contribute to violations of human rights,
but that may have been the result,” said
Nadine Kaslow, who led an independent
review committee that commissioned the
report. “We profoundly regret, and apolo-
gize for, the behavior and the conse-
quences that ensued.” The independent
review was led by attorney David Hoffman
of Sidley Austin law firm. It was commis-
sioned by APA’s board of directors and took
seven months to complete.  The report said
that in 2005, the APA created a task force to
review the association’s ethical guidelines
that determined when its psychologists
could participate in interrogations. 

A subsequent report from the task force
found there were no ethical violations of
psychologists’ participation in the govern-

ment’s “enhanced interrogation” program -
which included techniques such as water-
boarding, forced “stress positions” and
sleep deprivation. Behnke reportedly “col-
laborated behind the scenes about the
eventual content of the task force’s report,”
the review said. Critics cited in the report
said the APA’s decisions “were intentionally
made to help the government commit tor-
ture”. The report found that the ethical
guidelines “prioritized the protection of
psychologists - even those who might have
engaged in unethical behavior - above the
protection of the public.” The review also
found that two former APA presidents sat
on CIA advisory committees, and one of
them told the intelligence agency he did
not think that sleep deprivation constituted
torture. — AFP 

US psychology group colluded over ‘torture’

COLUMBIA, South Carolina: Workers pull down the pole where the Confederate flag flew for 15 years at the South Carolina Statehouse on
Friday. -—AP 

Nicholas Rodriguez

S Carolina Confederate flag 
is gone, but others remain
Vestiges of Civil War-era unlikely to vanish soon

BEIRUT: An Israeli drone crashed in the
northern Lebanese port city of Tripoli
yesterday, the military said, in the sec-
ond such incident in three weeks. “At
around 8:30 am (0530 GMT ), a drone
belonging to the Israeli enemy went
down in the port of Tripoli, and the army
has taken the necessary measures,” the
Lebanese military said in a statement,
without elaborating. A security official
said the pilotless aircraft crashed into
the sea. “Fishermen had the impression a
plane was falling down towards their

harbor, close to the main port of Tripoli,”
said the source, who spoke on condition
of anonymity. “They alerted the army
which has retrieved the aircraft from
eight meters under water. It turned out
later that it was an Israeli drone,” the
source added. An spokesman for the
Israeli military refused to comment on
the reports. On June 21, Israel carried
out an air strike in eastern Lebanon to
destroy one of its  drones that had
crashed in the mountains outside the vil-
lage of Saghbine. — AFP 

Israeli drone crashes 
in northern Lebanon 

PHOENIX: Donald Trump is stepping into the heart of
the nation’s battle over immigration when he visits
Arizona, and the Republican presidential candidate is
coming face to face not only with immigrant-rights
advocates but a Republican Party that is trying to
move beyond the divisive issue. The state’s major
Chamber of Commerce group, both US senators and a
host of other GOP backers heaped their ire on Trump
as yesterday’s visit drew near. Democrats and
Republicans who run the city government blasted
him even as they supported his right to rent the city-
owned Phoenix Convention Center for what is expect-
ed to be an overflow crowd. And GOP Gov Doug
Ducey, who met Marco Rubio and Wisconsin Gov
Scott Walker when they were recently in the state, is
snubbing the real estate mogul. Protesters plan to
gather outside the convention center, as they did
Friday in Los Angeles for another Trump event. He
spoke there to a group of conservatives after meeting
with the families of crime victims who were killed by
people in the US illegally. “The illegals come in and the
illegals killed their children,” he said. “And we better get
smart in the United States.” He repeated his claim that
Mexico is sending people to the US “that Mexico does-
n’t want,” while insisting he respects Mexico and its
leaders, and has “great relationships” with Mexican
people - including his employees.

Trump arrives in Arizona Saturday after speaking in
Las Vegas at the Libertarian-minded Freedom Fest
gathering. The businessman’s comments about immi-
gration haven’t elicited the public outcry in Nevada
that they have elsewhere even though the state’s pop-
ulation is 27 percent Hispanic. Trump’s appearance at
the conference, which bills itself as an egalitarian

event for free-thinkers to discuss and celebrate liberty,
was a recent addition to the lineup that includes a
speech by fellow Republican presidential contender
Marco Rubio on Friday night.

Plenty of Support 
Trump is getting plenty of support from immigra-

tion hawks in Arizona. Yesterday’s rally was first
planned at a posh resort that could handle about 1,000

guests, but was moved to the convention center,
which can handle more than 4,000 people. Maricopa
County’s tough-on-immigration sheriff, Joe Arpaio, was
set to speak before Trump at the event, which comes
weeks after the June 16 campaign kickoff speech in
which Trump said Mexican immigrants bring drugs
and crime to the country and some are rapists. He’s
since faced a series of cancellations from companies
that do business with him or his companies.—AP 

Trump visit highlights 
GOP immigration split

BEVERLY HILLS, California: Donald Trump gestures while speaking surrounded by people
whose families were victims of illegal immigrants while meeting with the press at the Beverly
Wilshire Hotel, where some shared their stories of the loss of a loved one. — AFP 
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SEPANG, Malaysia: Families of those
killed when Malaysia Airlines flight MH17
was shot down over Ukraine last year
demanded justice yesterday at an emo-
tional memorial ceremony ahead of the
first anniversary of the disaster. The som-
bre memorial service at Kuala Lumpur
International Airport was attended by
Prime Minister Najib Razak, and relatives
of those who died used the opportunity
to air their continued frustrations over the
handling of the tragedy.

“We want to find out who shot down
the plane. We must find out,” said Ivy Loi,
whose husband Captain Eugene Choo
was one of the pilots on board the flight.
Loi, who was greeted by many Malaysia
Airline employees at the event, attended
the service with her two sons and rela-
tives. “We’re just trying to cope,” she
added as she wiped away tears. The
Boeing 777 passenger jet was travelling
between Amsterdam and Kuala Lumpur
when it was shot down in eastern Ukraine
on July 17, during some of the worst
fighting between government forces and
pro-Russian separatists who took up arms
against Kiev’s pro-Western government a
few months earlier.

All 298 passengers and crew on board
the Malaysia Airlines jetliner - the majori-

ty of them Dutch - died. Suspicions
immediately fell on the separatists, who
may have used a surface-to-air missile
supplied by Russia to shoot down the
plane. But Moscow flatly denied it was
involved and pointed the finger instead
at Ukraine’s military. Speaking at the
memorial, Najib said the international
criminal probe into the downing of the
plane was ongoing and could be com-
pleted by the end of the year. “Detailed
investigations are still continuing... and
they are expected to be finished by the
end of 2015 at least,” he said.

‘It’s Ramadan and We
Feel the Sadness’ 

The memorial was held on Saturday
instead of the first anniversary - July 17 -
because it falls during Eid al-Fitr, Islam’s
biggest festival and the culmination of
the fasting month of Ramadan, a time of
joyful family gatherings. The timing of the
anniversary is therefore especially painful
for Muslim-majority Malaysia. “It ’s
Ramadan and we feel the sadness,” said
Shahadat Bey, whose aunt died in the
crash. “Everyone is just pointing fingers
but it’s very important that we get some
closure and justice because everybody
needs to know what happened,” he

added. Madzalina Ghazalee, whose sister
perished in the disaster, said the past
weeks had been a difficult time. “For
Ramadan, we’re sad because we’re so
used to having all the family members
around during this period but now its not
the same,” she said. Rita Phang, 62, lost
her cousin when the plane was downed.
“I know it’s almost a year, but we still feel
sad, even though we know we have to
accept the way things are,” she said. “But
action needs to be taken. I want justice to
be served.”

The event saw grieving families
observe a minute’s silence. Many cried
and became emotional when the names
of the passengers scrolled across screens
in tribute to the dead. Transport Minister
Liow Tiong Lai insisted that the govern-
ment was doing all it could. “Malaysia is
single-minded in making sure we find out
who the people responsible for this
tragedy are,” he said.

Malaysia is working with Australia,
Belgium, the Netherlands and Ukraine -
all member countries of the Joint
Investigation Team - on setting up an
international tribunal. A draft UN resolu-
tion, obtained by AFP, calls for establish-
ing the tribunal under Chapter 7 of the UN
charter, which means that the court’s

efforts to prosecute those responsible
could be enforced by sanctions. Malaysia’s
UN ambassador Ramlan Ibrahim told the
15-member Security Council in early July
that a UN court would “provide the high-
est degree of legitimacy for the trial”.
However, Russia said on Thursday it would

oppose the resolution. Just four months
prior to the MH17 incident, Malaysia
Airlines Flight MH370 vanished without a
trace with 239 people on board after its
communications systems were apparently
deliberately shut off, becoming one of avi-
ation’s enduring mysteries. —AFP 

As anniversary looms, MH17 families demand justice

XIANGSHAN, China: A resident rides a bicycle on a road submerged by water in this county in east China’s Zhejiang Province yesterday. —AP

Typhoon Chan-hom 

swipes eastern China
More than a million people evacuated

KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysian authorities
investigating Prime Minister Najib Razak
said they are also looking into allegations
that 2 million ringgit ($529,000) was
deposited into the accounts of his wife ear-
lier this year. The allegation against Rosmah
Mansor is another blow to Najib, who is
being investigated on suspicion that hun-
dreds of millions of dollars from state
investment fund 1MDB ended up in his
personal accounts. The Sarawak Report
website said Thursday that investigations
into 1MDB showed the money was deposit-
ed into Rosmah’s account in a local bank in
eight transactions earlier this year. It didn’t
say whether the money came from 1MDB.

Attorney-General Abdul Gani Patail said
Friday the task force is aware of the allega-
tion against Rosmah even before it was
reported and that an investigation is under-
way. Rosmah’s lawyers slammed the news
report as “menacing and false”. The account
belongs to Rosmah but she didn’t take any
money from 1MDB, Noorhajran Mohd Noor
Advocates and Solicitors said in a statement.
Rosmah has not “committed any criminal
offence or misappropriation of funds and
strongly denies any links to the funds being
from 1MDB,” the statement said.

The lawyers urged Malaysia’s central
bank to investigate the unauthorized dis-
closure of her bank account details, saying
it was a breach of her privacy and will
erode investors’ trust in the country’s bank-

ing system. 1MDB, set up by Najib in 2009
to develop new industries, has accumulat-
ed 42 billion ringgit ($11.1 billion) in debt
after its energy ventures abroad faltered.
Critics have voiced concern about 1MDB’s
massive debt and lack of transparency.

The country’s attorney general con-
firmed a week ago that he had received
documents from investigators that linked
Najib and 1MDB. The existence of the docu-
ments, which allegedly show $700 million
was wired from entities linked to 1MDB
into Najib’s accounts, was first reported by
The Wall Street Journal. The newspaper said
five deposits were made into Najib’s
accounts and that the two largest transac-
tions, worth $620 million and $61 million,
occurred in March 2013 ahead of a general
election.

The documents sent to the attorney
general pave the way for possible criminal
charges, and have embroiled Najib in the
biggest crisis of his political career. Najib
has denied taking any money from 1MDB
for his personal gains and said the allega-
tions are part of a political sabotage. If
charged, Najib would be the first Malaysian
prime minister to face a criminal prosecu-
tion. His ruling National Front coalition has
been in power since independence from
Britain in 1957. However, support for the
coalition has eroded in the last two general
elections. In 2013, it won the polls but lost
the popular vote for the first time. —AP 

SEPANG: Malaysia’s Prime minister Najib Razak meets family members and
next-of-kin of Malaysia Airlines flight MH17 victims during a memorial service
to mark the first anniversary of the tragedy at the Bunga Raya complex at Kuala
Lumpur International Airport yesterday. —AFP 

SHANGHAI: Typhoon Chan-hom swiped east-
ern China yesterday, paralysing transport links
and devastating farmland as authorities evacu-
ated more than a million people, the govern-
ment and state media said. The storm, which
killed five people in the Philippines earlier in the
week and injured more than 20 people in Japan
yesterday, made landfall at around 4:40 pm
(0840 GMT ) on an island near the city of
Ningbo, which is south of Shanghai,  the
National Meteorological Center (NMC) said.
Chan-hom was however expected to skirt the
coast before heading back out to sea rather
than going further inland. There were no imme-
diate reports of casualties from the storm,
which forced the cancellation of hundreds of
flights and bus and rail services. Ningbo, in
Zhejiang province, has a population of almost
six million people while Zhujiajian town, which
took the direct hit from the typhoon, is home to
around 36,000. The NMC maintained its highest
red alert for the storm despite earlier down-
grading it from “super” to “strong”.

Zhejiang evacuated 1.07 million people and

called its entire fishing fleet back to port, state
media said. Provincial authorities said earlier
that nearly 30,000 vessels had moored safely.
Powerful winds blew down trees and street
signs across Zhejiang and knocked down an
unoccupied building in the city of Cixi, provin-
cial television reported. More than 600 flights at
four airports in Zhejiang were cancelled, the
official Xinhua news agency said.

In Zhejiang’s Sanmen county, local television
showed dozens of melons floating in a flooded
field, as a farmer lamented his lost harvest.
“There might be no crop this year,” he said.
Torrential rain in Taizhou city triggered a land-
slide which briefly blocked a road.

Typhoon to ‘Brush’ Shanghai 
Shanghai forecast the typhoon would “brush”

within 100 km of the city late Saturday or early
Sunday as it veered into the Yellow Sea, accord-
ing to a local government posting on its official
microblog. The Shanghai government urged
residents to stay home and cancelled several
public events as rain picked up towards midday.

“We recommend everyone does their best to
use ‘squatting at home’ tactics to welcome the
typhoon,” it said in a statement.

More than 400 flights at the city’s two air-
ports were cancelled, along with 330 long-dis-
tance bus journeys and several trains, according
to reports. Traffic thinned in Shanghai, though
enterprising taxi drivers still cruised the streets
looking for fares despite the storm, which blew
branches off trees. Chan-hom is forecast to
affect a wide swathe of China, also bringing
heavy rain to the eastern provinces of Fujian
and Jiangsu, the NMC said. 

Fujian, south of Zhejiang, has evacuated
more than 30,000 people and Jiangsu over
46,000. The typhoon is the second storm to hit
China in days after severe tropical storm Linfa
made landfall on the coast of Guangdong
province further south. The US government’s
Joint Typhoon Warning Center forecast that
after hitting China, Chan-hom would head
towards the Korean peninsula, bringing “gale-
force” winds to the west coast  of  South
Korea.— AFP 

Najib faces fresh blow 

as wife under scrutiny

Suu Kyi says opposition to 

contest Myanmar election

NAYPYIDAW, Myanmar: Myanmar’s Aung
San Suu Kyi yesterday said her opposition
would participate in historic polls set for Nov
8, vowing the party would amend the con-
stitution that bars her from the presidency if
it wins. It will be the first general election in
a quarter of a century to be contested by the
National League for Democracy (NLD), which
is expected to make huge gains in the ballot
box if the vote is free and fair. “We have
decided to take part in the election,” Suu Kyi
told a room packed with reporters at her res-
idence in the capital Naypyidaw.

The confirmation comes after months of
speculation over whether the party would
boycott elections seen as a crucial test of
Myanmar’s transition towards democracy
after decades of outright military rule ended
in 2011. The NLD had refused to rule out not
standing as it battled to amend a junta-era
charter that bars those with a foreign spouse
or children from the presidency - Suu Kyi’s
late husband and two sons are British.

But after last month losing a key parlia-
mentary vote aimed at ending the military’s
effective veto on constitutional change - the
first hurdle in changing the provision bar-
ring her from the top job - the Nobel laure-
ate said she would not back down. Flanked
by senior party figures at the press confer-
ence, a determined Suu Kyi said her opposi-
tion knew she would be “debarred” from the
presidency. She said there was “a plan” in
place to get around the fact that the party
had yet to name a potential candidate for
the leadership if it wins at the polls - though
she declined to reveal details.

“We are not going to the election without
having an idea of how we intend to handle
this problem,” Suu Kyi said. She added that
the party would redouble its constitutional
change efforts after the polls. “If the NLD

wins in the election, we will amend the con-
stitution,” she told journalists.

Concern over Voter Lists 
For Myanmar’s roughly 30 million voters

the election presents a rare opportunity to
cast their votes in a nationwide poll contest-
ed by the country’s main opposition. The
NLD won national polls in 1990 by a land-
slide, while Suu Kyi was under house arrest.
But it was prevented from taking power by
the military, who had plunged the country
into decades of isolation. Suu Kyi spent
some 15 years under house arrest and was
also locked up during the last general elec-
tion in 2010, which was boycotted by the
NLD and marred by accusations of cheating.

But the opposition leader and 44 of her
party members now sit in parliament after a
2012 by-election held as part of sweeping
reforms under a quasi-civilian government
following the end of outright military rule in
2011. A pressing concern for the party in
recent weeks has been the status of official
voter lists, with election officials acknowl-
edging that those displayed across the
country are riddled with inaccuracies. Suu
Kyi reiterated that the lists needed to be cor-
rected if the elections were to be free and
fair, as President Thein Sein promised again
after the poll  date was announced on
Wednesday.

The Myanmar leader, a former general,
has been cheered by the international com-
munity for unleashing political and econom-
ic reforms that have cracked open the coun-
try’s isolation, sparking the end of most
Western sanctions. But as elections loom,
fears have grown that the nation, which was
ruled by the military for nearly half a centu-
ry, might be back-pedalling on its democrat-
ic transition. —AFP 

NAYPYIDAW, Myanmar: National League for Democracy chairperson Aung San Suu
Kyi addresses journalists during a press conference at her residence in the capital
yesterday. — AFP 

6 dead in attacks in southern Thailand
PADANG BESAR, Thailand: Six people were killed and 11
others wounded in a series of attacks in Thailand’s insur-
gency-plagued south, police said yesterday. More than
5,000 people in Thailand’s southernmost provinces have
been killed since a Muslim separatist insurgency erupted in
2004. The insurgents have not issued specific demands but
are generally believed to be fighting for an independent
state. Three women were killed by a motorcycle bomb that
exploded late Friday night near a karaoke bar in the border
town of Padang Besar, said Police Lt Col Niyom Dumla-iad.
Three other people were hurt and the explosion damaged
the bar and nearby houses, cars and motorcycles.

Arson was blamed for the deaths of three people at a
shop in Sungai Kolok, another border town, where eight
other people were wounded by an improvised bomb hid-
den in a planter in front of a hotel. Three of those hurt were
women from Laos. The Thai border towns have a reputa-
tion for a nightlife catering to visitors from across the bor-
der in more puritanical Malaysia, where traditional Islamic
morality is more strictly enforced. The attacks came during
the Muslim holy month of Ramadan.

Police Col Kong-at Suwannakam said attackers suspect-
ed to be Muslim separatists also threw giant firecrackers at
restaurants and set fire to two other shops in Sungai Kolok,
leaving eight people wounded. In Yala province, impro-
vised bombs toppled eight electricity transmission towers
overnight, police said.—AP  

SUNGAI KOLOK, Thailand: Thai rescue workers evacuate a dead man following a
bomb blast attack by suspected separatist militants in Thailand’s restive southern
province of Narathiwat yesterday. — AFP 
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He later told a news conference that the consulate had
been the intended target.

Meanwhile, Kuwait’s ambassador in Cairo Salem Al-
Zamanan said Kuwaiti citizens in Egypt are all safe and
none of them has been harmed by a blast that rocked
downtown Cairo early yesterday. “None of the Kuwaiti res-
idents, students or tourists has been hurt by the explo-
sion,” Al-Zamanan said, urging Kuwaitis in Egypt to con-
tact the embassy for inquiry or for help. 

Italy ‘intends to respond’ 
“We intend to respond firmly but also soberly... without

alarmism,” Gentiloni added.  Prime Minister Matteo Renzi
spoke to Egyptian President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi and said
the two countries will stand together “in the fight against
terrorism and fanaticism”. Militants have carried out scores
of attacks since the army, then led by Sisi, overthrew
Islamist president Mohamed Morsi in July 2013. Militant
attacks have killed hundreds of policemen and soldiers,
mostly in the Sinai Peninsula. Diplomats had said they
had been warned by police months ago that embassies
could be targeted, but it was not clear whether this was
based on specific intelligence.

At least one Western embassy had been relocated over
security concerns. The attack was also denounced by EU
foreign affairs chief Federica Mogherini and France, as
both expressed solidarity with Egypt. “Once again Egypt is
under attack, once again Europeans have been hit by ter-
rorists,” Mogherini said in a statement. “We stand by the
Egyptian authorities in their efforts to fight terrorism and
bring the perpetrators of this attack to justice.” In Sinai,
jihadists loyal to the Islamic State group in Iraq and Syria

launched a wave of attacks on July 1 that killed at least 21
soldiers. IS, which controls parts of Iraq and Syria, has
called on its affiliates elsewhere to attack Western targets.

Uproar over new law
The latest bombing comes with the government set to

approve an anti-terrorism law that has sparked uproar
among journalists and rights activists. The new legislation
appears to grant police and soldiers impunity when carry-
ing out “anti-terrorism” operations, and stipulates death
sentences for the founders of vaguely defined “terrorist”
groups. Five-year jail terms could also be meted out for
promoting “terrorism” on social media. 

The draft law would ban independent reporting of mil-
itant attacks, stipulating a two-year prison sentence for
journalists who contradict death tolls in official state-
ments. The cabinet has said it would reconsider that pro-
vision following a media outcry. Rights groups say free-
doms have been trampled under Sisi’s administration. Sisi
won elections last year, pledging to wipe out the militants
and Morsi’s blacklisted Muslim Brotherhood.

He had overseen a crackdown that killed at least 1,400
people, mostly Islamist protesters during the dispersal of
sometimes violent protests. Thousands have been jailed,
including secular dissidents, and hundreds sentenced to
death in mass trials, although most have won retrials. The
crackdown initially brought international pressure on Sisi,
especially from the European Union, before giving way to
support as he positions himself as a front line opponent
of regional jihadists. Sisi is widely popular in Egypt, where
many have demanded a strong leader who can restore
stability after more than four years of turmoil following
the 2011 uprising that overthrew president Hosni
Mubarak. — Agencies  

Car bomb rips through Italy consulate...
Continued from Page 1

There were about 70 scribes, including the four to-be
caliphs, three of his wives, and other people designated for
the job. In addition to hundreds of his companions who
memorized large portions of the Quran, the Prophet
(PBUH) often reviewed the Quran with specific companions
to check the order and pronunciation of verses. In 10 AH,
the Prophet (PBUH) died, marking the end of divine revela-
tion and the completion of the Quran. 

As the first Muslims who witnessed the revelation and
transcription began to age and die, the Prophet’s compan-
ions recognized a need to collate and preserve the Holy
Scripture for coming generations. Several reasons made
that need more urgent:  one year after the Prophet’s
(PBUH) death, 100 memorizers were killed in the Battle of
Yamama, which followed the massacre of 70 memorizers
several years earlier.  Islam was also quickly spreading over
wide geographic areas, and the multitudes who entered
the fold of Islam needed access to the scripture in its cor-
rect form.

Upon Umar ibn Al-Khattab’s suggestion, the first caliph
Abu Bakr consulted other companions and approved the
compilation of a comprehensive transcription of the Quran
for preservation and dissemination purposes.  It was a monu-
mental task that was carried out under a very strict method-
ology. Abu Bakr appointed Zayd bin Thabit, one of the offi-
cial scribes and memorizers of Quran, for the job. Bilal and
Umar spread the word throughout the area of the communi-
ty-wide effort to collate and verify an official hard copy.

Each contributor was to present his written record
along with two witnesses to verify that he had written it in
the presence and under the direction of the Prophet

(PBUH) himself. Transcriptions were recorded on leather
and ordered according to the latest revisions with the
Prophet (PBUH). Then the words and order of verses were
verified by those who had memorized the Quran. The final
transcript, a single book, was kept with Abu Bakr, the first
caliph. Upon his death, it was passed to Umar Ibn Al-
Khattab and, after his death, to Uthman bin Affan.  

Uthman used Abu Bakr’s transcript as a basis for copy-
ing and verifying six copies, which were compared against
Abu Bakr’s transcript as well as the oral memorization of
surviving companions. One copy stayed with the caliph
and five copies were sent to major regions in the fast-
growing Muslim world. In addition, each copy was sent
with an official reciter to demonstrate the correct pronun-
ciation. All this was accomplished within 15 years of the
Prophet’s death (PBUH). Some people believe that the
ancient manuscripts stored in the Topkapi Museum in
Turkey and the Tashkent Library in Samarkand, Uzbekistan,
are among the six copies commissioned by Uthman bin
Affan. The Quran has always been widely available to the
masses.  

In addition to the millions of Arabic Qurans that are
printed each year, translations in countless languages are
also widely available, as well as audio recordings on vari-
ous media. The number of people who have memorized
the Quran in its entirety since its revelation has only
grown. Therefore, the Quran’s verses are heard, read, recit-
ed, memorized and studied by Muslims of all ages, from all
walks of life, all around the world. The Quran was revealed
as “glad tidings and a warner” (5:19 and many verses).
None of us should neglect to do what the first revealed
words of the Quran instructs us to do:  “Read (or recite) in
the name of your Lord who created!”

The Revelation and compilation of Quran

NAJAF: Shiite Muslims hold the Quran on their heads as they pray on Lailat Al-Qadr (Night of Power) which marks the night in which the holy Quran was first revealed to the Prophet Mohammed
(PBUH) , outside the shrine of Shiite Imam Ali in the holy Iraqi city of Najaf. — AFP 



By John Hadoulis, Ella Ide

Greece’s slide to the brink of financial col-
lapse may be abstract to many outsiders,
but for the country’s chronically sick, it is

a matter of life and death. Yiannis Kaloidas, a 61-
year-old pensioner with bone cancer, needs
costly medicine to keep his otherwise fatal dis-
ease at bay. But added restrictions on health-
care, dwindling imports of medicines and pres-
sure on budgets mean he faces growing thicket
of obstacles for getting the vital drugs. 

“For the past six months they’ve been
unable to give me the medicine here,” Kaloidas
says angrily, as he waits in line in an Athens
public hospital. Instead he has to get a form
stamped at the hospital and take that to anoth-
er dispensary. This is the only way to get the
treatment without having to pay upfront and
wait for reimbursement. “My pills cost 3,500
euros ($3,900). I get a 500-euro pension. If I have
to pay these costs myself, it’s over,” he says.

A hospital named ‘Hope’
If-as many now fear-a “Grexit”, or Greece

exit from the euro, happens, access to medi-
cine purchased from suppliers abroad would
be jeopardized. That fear weighs heavily on
Kaloidas and others queuing with him for X-
rays and pre-surgery tests who have been
told to foot costly medical bills themselves at
a time of financial agony. Many have lost jobs
and salaries. Others have seen wages and
pensions amputated by between 30 and 50
percent. Health insurance is a luxury none
can afford, leaving public hospitals and vol-
unteer clinics as their last option. 

Hundreds flock each day to the public
Elpis hospital in central Athens, which has
made a point of helping the uninsured.
Founded in 1842, the establishment’s name
means ‘hope’ in Greek. Hospital director Theo
Giannaros has no idea what his budget from
the state will be this year, but the facility has-
n’t received a cent from social insurance
funds in four years. “We’re running out of
money,” Giannaros admits. He says cash
reserves will run out at the end of the month.

But he is determined to keep the uncer-

tainty from affecting the quality of service,
offering free beds in Elpis’s intensive care
unit that would normally be billed at 3,500
euros a night. With expectations of a Greek
exit from the euro-zone gathering pace, wor-
ried suppliers are also starting to turn the
screws. “The companies are starting to black-
mail us,” Giannaros said. “We are receiving let-
ters telling us that they cannot supply us
because of the situation.” He added: “I cannot
operate without medicine, supplies, food for
the people. This is not a joke anymore, this is
a real crime. “If they destroy this health sys-
tem, many will  die.  I  don’t think any
Europeans would accept this situation.”

Dwindling supplies
As with most other public institutions,

Elpis’s staff has dwindled in recent years as a

result of a wider civil service cull imposed
under six years of austerity. “The staff are
working beyond the limit. Instead of five to
six night shifts a month, we do 10 to 12,” says
head surgeon Dimitris Papoutsas.  “ We
receive seven to 10 days’ worth of supplies at
a time, partly because of new ordering pro-
cedures that are time -consuming.
Sometimes we are short of gauze and
gloves,” he adds.

According to Giannaros, some hospitals
have now taken to borrowing supplies from
each other to overcome shortfalls. Things
could get increasingly difficult in coming
weeks. Capital controls imposed by the gov-
ernment to conserve what little cash is left in
Greece’s banks mean importers now need to
fill out extensive paperwork each time they
need to make an order. That bureaucracy,

and foreign suppliers’ fears that Greece could
be forced to leave the euro-zone, have raised
concerns of an imminent medicine shortage.

“We currently have two months’ worth of
stock,” most of which was imported from
Germany, Italy, France and Switzerland, says
Evangelos Kolokotronis, the manager of
Greek drug maker Adelco. “Today we submit-
ted a request to pay orders worth 160,000
euros. I’m worried that it will take time to
clear,” he says. EU leaders on Sunday will hold
a special summit that has been described as
a final chance to avoid Greece’s exit from the
euro-zone. Giannaros, the hospital director,
says he plans to go to Brussels to personally
protest the human cost of austerity. “Human
lives are in danger and they have to do
something before the point of no return,” he
says. —AFP
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NEW YORK: Chinese officials are scrambling to stop a plunge
in the country’s stock market, shutting down half of its mar-
ket from skittish investors and forcing brokerages to pony up
billions to prop up shares. The Shanghai composite lost
another 5.9 percent Wednesday and is now down more than
30 percent since peaking June 12. The impact on Chinese
investors is direct, but for investors in the US, Europe and
elsewhere, it’s not as simple. China’s market is largely isolated
from other world exchanges, but there are worries the finan-
cial damage could hurt the broader Chinese economy, which
is the second-largest in the world. Here’s what has happened:

How did the bubble begin?
There have been signs of overheating in China for a while.

Shares in Shanghai more than doubled over the past year,
despite evidence the Chinese economy is slowing. Chinese
economic growth fell to 7 percent from January through
March, the slowest quarter since 2009. At the same time,
state-owned media has encouraged ordinary Chinese for
months to load up on shares. Many borrowed heavily to buy
stocks, taking out so-called margin loans.

Rising stocks encouraged companies to raise money by
issuing shares and to use the proceeds to pay down debt. In
the first half of the year, the Shanghai stock market led the
world in initial public offerings: 78 companies issued shares
in Shanghai, raising $16.6 billion, according to a study by the
accounting firm EY. Hong Kong was No. 2 with 31 deals that
raised $16 billion. Shenzhen was No 5 with 112 deals that
raised $7 billion. Now analysts say the flood of new shares is
overwhelming the market and helping to push prices down.
Moreover, the government began to worry the market had
reached dangerous levels, and Chinese regulators have start-
ed to tighten rules on margin lending.

What has govt done?
After hitting a peak last month, Chinese stocks have been

in free-fall. Originally, investors in China and abroad treated
the selling as a much-needed release from a market that had
soared 150 percent over the past year. As the losses have
deepened, though, worries have increased and officials have
taken direct action to stem the selling. Over the weekend, 21
Chinese brokerage companies announced they would create
a $19 billion “market stabilization” fund, and would continue
to buy Chinese stocks. Any companies who were going to go
public suspended their plans. The selling continued, so
Chinese officials announced that major shareholders in com-
panies and executives were banned from selling their hold-
ings for six months.

Has that slowed selling?
It’s actually made things worse. The selling has not

stopped, and now it is affecting Asian markets like Hong
Kong and Japan. US stocks also fell sharply Wednesday. Most
anxiety-ridden investors have turned to purging stocks that
act as a proxy or have direct exposure to China, with most of
the damage happening in Hong Kong. The territory’s Hang
Seng index dropped 5.8 percent Wednesday, its worst one-
day drop since the financial crisis. The Hang Seng China
Enterprise Index, which is an index of so called “H-Share”
companies, or mainland Chinese companies that trade in
Shanghai and Shenzhen as well as Hong Kong, fell 6.1 per-
cent.

Isn’t china’s economy huge?
The exposure that US investors have directly to Chinese

stocks is limited. Outside investors have only been able to
access the Chinese stock market since October, and that
required purchasing stock in Hong Kong. To buy directly in
the Chinese stock market required a special license. The lack
of access has made it difficult for investors, including US fund
managers, to get exposure to the Chinese stock market. For
example MSCI, a company which publishes stock indexes,
made a decision last month not to include Chinese “A” shares,
or stocks traded on the mainland, in its global indexes. MSCI
largely cited the lack of access for foreign investors to China’s
market as the reason to continue to keep China out of its
indexes.

Do I own Chinese stocks?
If you have a 401(k), there’s a good chance you have a few.

Target-date mutual funds have become a popular way to save
for retirement because they take care of how to invest a nest
egg, and most hold some Chinese stocks. The percentages,
though, are small. The largest target-date mutual funds built
for people hoping to retire in 2030, for example, generally have
less than 3 percent of their portfolios in Chinese stocks. You
likely have more exposure if you own a fund that focuses on
emerging-market stocks. It’s been a popular area, with more
than $13 billion flowing in this year, and Chinese stocks can
make up about a quarter of these types of funds. —AP

Issues

How exposed are 
you to the sinking 

China stock market?

For Greece’s ill, crisis a matter of life or death

ATHENS: A woman passes by a graffiti depicting a homeless person in central Athens yesterday. Greece’s international credi-
tors believe its latest debt proposals are positive enough to be the basis for a new bailout worth 74 billion euros. Several EU
governments still have “serious concerns” about the Greeks’ commitment to reforms and their ability to implement them. —AFP

Here in Washington and across the Middle East, many are
holding their breath awaiting news of the outcome of the
P5+1 negotiations with Iran: some, in hopeful anticipa-

tion; others with a sense of dread. The reality, however, is that
whether or not an agreement is reached on Iran’s nuclear pro-
gram the US and the Arab World will continue to face major chal-
lenges that will require urgent attention. 

Deal or no deal: ISIS will continue to menace Iraq and Syria
and beyond; Iraq’s sectarian governance issues will continue to
fuel Sunni Arab and Kurdish unrest; Syria’s long civil/proxy war
will continue to rage out of control destroying innocent lives and
feeding a growing refugee tragedy and political crisis, both of
which threaten the stability of neighboring countries; the tragic
humanitarian disaster and failed state that is Yemen will continue
to rage unabated; the ever simmering Israeli-Palestinian conflict,
stoked by Israeli intransigence, threatens to boil over into
renewed hostilities; and Arab leaders and public opinion will con-
tinue to lack confidence in United States as a supportive ally that
has their interests at heart.    

This is the setting in which the negotiations are taking place
and it is the lens through which Arabs are viewing the entire
process. And it is defines a reality that US policy makers need to
consider - deal or no deal. Since Arabs see Iran’s hand involved in
many of the region’s crises, they are less concerned with the
number of centrifuges at the disposal of the Islamic Republic
after a deal is reached than they are with what they see as the
destabilizing expansion Iran’s influence in Iraq, Syria, and now
Yemen. For Arabs, there can be no good outcome to the negotia-
tions if the US fails to address the impact of any deal on these
conflicts and Iran’s role in them. 

If there is a deal, Iran’s nuclear program might be reined in,
but the very real Arab concern is that with the loosening of sanc-
tions and unfreezing of assets Iran will experience an immediate

boost in revenues (estimated at $150+ billion). This, they fear, will
not only be used to improve Iran’s economy and expand services
for the Iranian people. The concern is that in the post-deal period
Iran will use its new riches to invest more heavily in its regional
adventures. This will only create greater Arab anxiety causing
them to take steps that will result in even greater conflict.   

In all of my polling of Arab public opinion, I have never
found Iran’s nuclear program to be a major concern. The Arab
preference has always been to see their region become a
nuclear free zone, a goal they feel has repeatedly been frustrat-
ed by the US refusal to challenge Israel’s well-established
nuclear capability. In recent years, as Arabs have grown wary of
Iran’s involvement in Iraq and Syria, Arabs have told us that they
do not want to see Iran as a nuclear power, but that concern has
been muted by their fear of Israel and their anger at the US dou-
ble standard.  

Nevertheless, I hope my President succeeds in these negoti-
ations for two important reasons. First, he will have demonstrat-
ed that difficult issues can be solved through thoughtful and
forceful diplomacy. While his domestic opponents will continue
to rage, they have demonstrated that they have nothing better
to propose than more sanctions or the use of force, neither of
which will yield any positive outcome and may, in the case of
military action, only serve to make worse an already explosive
and dangerous Middle East.    

The second reason I hope the President succeeds is that it
will give him a strengthened hand at home and in the region
enabling him to take the next steps needed to address the
Middle East’s broader conflicts. Here is what I would urge him to
do. First, he should take a strong and decisive stand at this
year ’s United Nations General Assembly on the Israeli-
Palestinian issue by supporting a Security Council Resolution
that backs recognition of a Palestinian State and the Arab Peace

Initiative and imposes a deadline of two years to complete the
negotiations needed to resolve the issues that will end the con-
flict. 

Riding on the crest of regional support that such an initiative
will bring to the United States, the President can then take the
necessary steps to achieve broader regional peace by using
forceful US diplomacy, backed by our allies, to negotiate an
Iranian-Arab regional security framework - like the OSCE. This
will be a huge but necessary undertaking. Iran cannot emerge
from a deal feeling that it has carte blanc to meddle in the
affairs of the Arab states. Such an outcome would only encour-
age nervous Arab states to continue to take more risky counter-
measures that have all too often proven to exacerbate already
dangerous situations. 

It is high time that it be recognized that neither Iran and its
allies or Saudi Arabia and its allies can win in any of the coun-
tries in which they and their proxies are currently engaged in
deadly conflict. Neither side will or can win a decisive victory in
Iraq, Syria, or Yemen. What is needed is a regional security
framework that brings the parties together to negotiate solu-
tions in each of the areas where they or their allies are currently
engaged in conflict. These solutions will imperfect, but they will
help to create the security and stability that will be needed to
begin to heal the region’s many wounds.    

Finally, with the P5+1 deal under their belt, the US and its
partners can insure that the region’s nervousness with the
terms of the arrangement do not lead to an arms race by turn-
ing their attention to the creation of a nuclear free zone across
the Middle East. If, and only if, the US can pivot from a complet-
ed deal to a broader regional peace will it be possible to judge
the outcome a success. Otherwise it’s “off to the races”, since a
deal without a determined follow-up program may be just a
bad as (and maybe worse than) no deal at all. 

Deal or no deal - ISIS will continue
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TORONTO: The Canadian Olympic Committee set an “ambi-
tious” goal of a top-two medals finish at the Pan American
Games on Friday but said their athletes want the added pres-
sure and expect to thrive in front of home fans.

Delivering on that target would be the best all-time show-
ing for Canada at a Pan Am Games but COC President Marcel
Aubut said the largest delegation ever of the country’s top
athletes are on board at the multi-sport event. “Canada is
here to win,” Aubut boldly stated in his remarks at the COC’s
opening Pan Am Games news conference in Toronto.  “Our
aim is for Canada’s highest finish ever at a Pan American
Games, which means top two.

“I didn’t say ‘two,’ I said ‘top two.’ This is an ambitious goal,
but - I like this sentence - as you know, by experience, we like
it that way and our team is ready.” Aubut’s goal would repre-
sent a big improvement from the 2011 Pan Am Games in
Guadalajara, Mexico, where Canada finished fifth in total
medals with 119. That was 22 less than second-placed Brazil
and 117 behind the United States. To help their cause, the
host nation will send 719 athletes to the competition, which
features countries from across Latin America, South America,
the Caribbean and North America.—Reuters

Ambitious Pan Am goal
ISTANBUL: Turkish top flight club Fenerbahce said the transfer of Manchester
United’s Robin van Persie is a done deal and the Dutch striker will arrive in Istanbul
this weekend, reports said yesterday.

Fenerbahce chairman Aziz Yildirim said that negotiations had been completed
late Friday and the player would be arriving in Istanbul on a private flight late on
Sunday. “We worked very hard, until midnight. We received five faxes, sent six faxes
and finally it was finished,” Yildirim was quoted as saying by the Fanatik sports daily
and Hurriyet newspaper.

“The van Persie transfer is done and one more star has joined the Fenerbahce
constellation,” he added. Yildirim’s comments appeared to set to rest last minute
speculation that  van Persie could stay at United or even join Fenerbahce’s Istanbul
rivals Besiktas. After arriving Sunday at Istanbul’s Sabiha Gokcen airport, van
Persie will officially sign his contract at the club’s stadium on Monday,
Turkish press reports said. According to press reports, his transfer fee will
be 4.7 million euros (£3.4m, $5.2m). Fenerbahce-runners up to hated
Istanbul rivals Galatasaray last season  in the championship-have gone
on a spending spree in a bid to dominate the Super Lig and be a real con-
tender in Europe.

This week, Fenerbahce signed Portuguese star Nani also from
United for six million euros (£4.26m, $6.7m) and in June bought
Danish centre-back Simon Kjaer from French side Lille.—AFP

Van Persie deal done
MUNICH: Germany midfielder Bastian Schweinsteiger has agreed to join
English Premier League side Manchester United from Bayern Munich, the
Bundesliga champions’ chief executive Karl-Heinz Rummenigge said yester-
day. “Bastian wants to do something new at the end of his career,”
Rummenigge told a news conference. “The colleague from Manchester United
got in touch with me. We have agreed on a transfer. “I regret that because
Bastian was an extremely deserving player for us. He has done great things. “I
can only wish all the best to Bastian. It will be an interesting task for him.”

United confirmed they had reached an agreement to sign the 30-year-old
subject to a medical and a deal on personal terms with the 13-

times Premier League champions. A World Cup-winner with
Germany in Brazil last year, Schweinsteiger came through
the youth ranks at Bayern and has spent 13 seasons with
the Bavarians, winning the Bundesliga title eight times.
During a glittering career, Schweinsteiger, who made 536
appearances for the club since his debut in 2002, also won
seven German Cups and the Champions League in 2013.

Schweinsteiger will be the first German to play for United
and their second signing of the close-season following the

arrival of Netherlands winger Memphis Depay from PSV
Eindhoven for a fee of around 30 million euros

($33.5 million).—Reuters

Schweinsteiger to join United

BALTIMORE: Jonathan Schoop hit a game-
winning solo homer with two outs in the
ninth inning as the Baltimore Orioles rallied
past the Washington Nationals 3-2 on Friday
night.

Adam Jones also homered for the Orioles,
who trailed 2-1 in the eighth before coming
back to earn their third win in the last 11
games.

Schoop drove a 2-2 pitch from Tanner
Roark (4-4) into the seats in left field. Schoop
has two homers in five games since being
activated from the 60-day disabled list on
Sunday. Zach Britton (1-0) pitched a perfect
eighth for Baltimore.

YANKEES 5, RED SOX 1
Alex Rodriguez hit his 17th home run in

the first inning, Michael Pineda had another
impressive start and the Yankees took advan-
tage of Clay Buchholz’s early exit and Boston’s
shoddy defense to snap the Red Sox’s fiveg-
ame winning streak.

Buchholz (7-7), who had won his previous
four starts to spur Boston’s recent turnaround,
left with elbow tightness with one out in the
third. The Yankees scored three unearned runs
after his departure thanks to infield errors by
Mike Napoli and Brock Holt.

Pineda (9-5) gave up only Mookie Betts’
solo home run over 6 2/3 innings in his sec-
ond start at Fenway Park since he was ejected
early last year for having pine tar on his neck.

PIRATES 5, CARDINALS 2
Gerrit Cole pitched seven strong innings to

become the major leagues’ first 13-game win-
ner and Neil Walker had a two-run homer
among his three hits as the Pirates beat the
Cardinals.

Cole (13-3) allowed two runs - both on
Matt Carpenter’s third-inning home run - and
six hits while striking out three and walking
two.

Mark Melancon pitched a scoreless ninth
for his National League-leading 29th save. The
Pirates (51-35) won for the sixth time in seven
games and drew within 4 1/2 games of the
Cardinals (56-31) in the NL Central. Lance
Lynn (6-5) lasted just four innings as he lost
for the first time in seven starts. He was
tagged for five runs and nine hits.

METS 4, DIAMONDBACKS 2
Noah Syndergaard struck out a career-high

13 in eight overpowering innings, and the
Mets got consecutive homers from slumping
sluggers Lucas Duda and Michael Cuddyer to

beat the Diamondbacks. Syndergaard (4-4)
gave up a sacrifice fly in the first to All-Star
bopper Paul Goldschmidt and then dominat-
ed the Diamondbacks, allowing only one run
for the third consecutive start.

Syndergaard yielded four hits and walked
two, reaching double digits in strikeouts for
the third time in 11 major league games.

After a single by Ruben Tejada and a two-
out walk to Wilmer Flores in the first, Duda
drove a 2-0 pitch from Chase Anderson (4-3)
over the 408-foot sign in straightaway center
field for a three-run shot. It was the first
homer since June 18 and second since May 29
for a player who had 30 last season.

INDIANS 5, ATHLETICS 1
Danny Salazar scattered five hits while

allowing an unearned run in 8 2/3 innings and
the Indians used a four-run sixth inning to
beat the Athletics. Salazar (8-4), who came
within one out of his second career complete
game, struck out eight.

Kendall Graveman (6-5) allowed four runs
in 6 2/3 innings for his first loss since June 13.
Graveman’s 19-inning scoreless streak ended
on Yan Gomes’ RBI double in the fourth that
tied the score. Cleveland has won four
straight and nine of 12. The Athletics have
dropped nine of 14.

REDS 1, MARLINS 0
Mike Leake allowed three hits and struck

out 10 in eight innings, and Jay Bruce home-
red in the second inning to help the Reds beat
the Marlins.

Leake (6-5) walked one and threw 102
pitches. All-Star Aroldis Chapman gave up a
single to Adeiny Hechavarria on a 103-mph
fastball in the ninth but struck out the side to
earn his 18th save in 19 chances. Bruce’s 13th
homer was the only run allowed by David
Phelps (4-5), who pitched six innings.

WHITE SOX 1, CUBS 0
Pinch-hitter J.B. Shuck drove in Emilio

Bonifacio with a sacrifice fly in the eighth
inning, and the White Sox beat the Cubs for
their eighth win in 10 games.

Neither starter allowed a run, with the
Cubs’ Kyle Hendricks going seven innings in
his third straight scoreless start while Carlos
Rodon lasted six innings for the White Sox.

The rally started when Bonifacio, also a
pinch-hitter, got hit by Hector Rondon (3-2)
leading off the eighth. Jake Petricka (3-2)
worked the seventh.

RAYS 3, ASTROS 1
Erasmo Ramirez pitched six innings of four-

hit ball to get his sixth win in seven starts,
Brandon Guyer homered, and the Rays beat
the Astros.

Ramirez (8-3) gave up a solo homer to
Colby Rasmus, his 11th, in the second inning
and struck out five. It was Ramirez’s eighth
straight start giving up two runs or fewer.

Houston starter Colin McHugh (9-5) retired
13 straight batters before Rene Rivera opened
the sixth with a single and John Jaso followed
with a double.  David DeJesus and Evan
Longoria had run-scoring grounders to give
the Rays a 2-1 lead.

ROCKIES 5, BRAVES 3
Carlos Gonzalez homered and Colorado

used a group approach that featured two
newcomers to make up for a gap in the rota-
tion to beat Atlanta.

Daniel Descalso had a run-scoring triple
and Nolan Arenado and DJ LeMahieu added
RBI doubles for the Rockies.  Gonzalez
Germen, claimed off waivers from the
Chicago Cubs earlier this week, was added to
the big league roster and made his first major
league start in place of injured David Hale. On
a strict pitch limit, Germen was lifted after
three scoreless innings in favor of Aaron
Laffey, whose contract was selected earlier in
the day by the Rockies from their Triple-A affil-
iate in Albuquerque.

Laffey (1-0) went 2 1/3 innings, allowing
four hits and three runs, all on Kelly Johnson’s
homer. Shelby Miller (5-5), the Braves’ lone NL
All-Star, lost a career-high fourth straight deci-
sion. He allowed five runs, matching a season-
high, 11 hits and struck out seven.

RANGERS 4, PADRES 3
Prince Fielder and Adrian Beltre hit back-to

back home runs, helping Texas snap a five-
game skid. Fielder led off the fourth inning
against Ian Kennedy (4-9) with his 14th home
run. Beltre followed with his seventh to help
the Rangers end an eight-game home losing
streak, one shy of the franchise record.

Fielder also drove in a first-inning run with
a sacrifice fly to third baseman Will
Middlebrooks in short left-center field. When
Middlebrooks hesitated, Delino DeShields
raced home.

Wandy Rodriguez (6-4) won in Arlington
for the first time in 9 years. In 5 1/3 innings, he
allowed three hits and one run on Melvin
Upton Jr.’s leadoff homer in the sixth. Shawn
Tolleson pitched a scoreless ninth inning for
his 13th save.

TWINS 8, TIGERS 6
Brian Dozier hit a three-run homer in the

bottom of the ninth to cap a seven-run rally
and give Minnesota the win. After missing out
on an All-Star nomination earlier in the day,
Dozier had two hits and four RBIs, and hit his
second game-winning homer of the week.
Dozier homered off Detroit closer Joakim
Soria (3-1), who blew his third save in 23
chances. The Twins scored seven times in the
ninth off Soria and Bruce Rondon after being
limited to one run by Justin Verlander, who

went 7 2/3 innings. Trevor May (6-7) pitched a
scoreless ninth, giving up two hits.

DODGERS 3, BREWERS 2
Pinch-hitter Andre Ethier had a tying two-

run single in the seventh inning and rookie
Joc Pederson drove in the go-ahead run
moments later with a double to lead Los
Angeles.

Jimmy Nelson (6-9) took a 2-0 lead and a
two-hitter into the seventh inning before the
Dodgers went with three unearned runs.
Hernan Perez, who replaced Aramis Ramirez
at third at the start of the inning, booted a
two-out grounder by Alex Guerrero, and
Jimmy Rollins singled to put runners at the
corners. Rollins stole second, and Ethier fol-
lowed with his single to center while batting
for reliever Chin-hui Tsao (1-0). Pederson fol-
lowed with an opposite-field drive into the
left field corner to bring home Ethier. Tsao
earned his first victory as a Dodger with a
scoreless seventh. J.P.  Howell pitched the
eighth and Kenley Jansen got three outs for
his 15th save in 16 attempts.

ANGELS 7, MARINERS 3
Mike Trout and C.J. Cron both homered

twice and Hector Santiago survived a shaky
start to lead Los Angeles past Seattle. Trout’s
three-run homer in the third inning off Mike
Montgomery (4-3) erased a 1-0 deficit. He
opened the seventh with a solo shot, tying
him for the league lead at 26 with teammate
Albert Pujols.

Cron opened the fourth with his fourth
home run and then hit the first pitch from
reliever Danny Farquhar for a two-run shot in
the sixth to make it 6-1. Santiago (6-4) gave
up one run and eight hits in seven innings.
Mark Trumbo hit a two-run homer for Seattle
in the ninth off Vinnie Pestano, called up from
Triple-A Salt Lake earlier in the day. The
Angels won for the sixth time in seven games

to pull  within a half  game of first-place
Houston in the AL West.

ROYALS 3, BLUE JAYS 0
Danny Duffy pitched six sharp innings to

pick up his first victory in more than two
months as Kansas City beat Toronto. Duffy (3-
4) shut down a Blue Jays offense, which leads
the majors with 470 runs. He gave up four sin-
gles while walking three and hitting a batter
to earn his first victory since beating Detroit
on April 30.

The Royals have won six straight to
improve to an American League-best 51-34.
Eric Hosmer went 4 for 4, his first four-hit
game of the season and his eighth career
game with at least four hits. Salvador Perez,
Alex Rios and Alcides Escobar each had two
hits and an RBI.

Marco Estrada (6-5) gave up a season-high
nine hits and lost for the first time since May
27. The Blue Jays, 3-7 in July, dropped below
.500 for the first time since June 8.

GIANTS 15, PHILLIES 2
Hunter Pence hit a grand slam as part of an

eight-run fourth inning against former All-Star
Cole Hamels, and San Francisco cruised past
Philadelphia.

Joe Panik had four hits, including a two-
run homer, and drove in three runs. Justin
Maxwell, who also had four hits, tripled and
doubled in runs and was a home run shy of
the cycle. Matt Duffy recorded a career-high
four hits as the Giants accumulated 22 hits,
their most in AT&T Park history.

All-Star Madison Bumgarner (9-5) went 5
2/3 innings, allowing two runs on eight hits.
He failed to finish six innings in back-to-back
starts for the first time this season.

Hamels (5-7) got the first out of the fourth
and then surrendered seven hits and walked a
batter before Jake Diekman came in to finish
the inning.—AP

American League
Eastern Division

W L PCT GB      
NY Yankees 47 39 .547 -       
Baltimore 44 42 .512 3       
Tampa Bay 44 45 .494 4.5   
Toronto 44 45 .494 4.5   
Boston 41 46 .471 6.5   

Central Division
Kansas City 51 33 .607 -       
Minnesota 47 40 .540 5.5   
Detroit 44 42 .512 8       
Cleveland 42 44 .488 10      
Chicago White Sox 40 44 .476 11      

Western Division
Houston 49 40 .551 -       
LA Angels 47 39 .547 0.5   
Texas 42 44 .488 5.5   
Seattle 40 47 .460 8       
Oakland 39 50 .438 10      

National League
Eastern Division

Washington 46 39 .541 -       
NY Mets 45 42 .517 2       
Atlanta 42 45 .483 5       
Miami 36 51 .414 11      
Philadelphia 29 60 .326 19      

Central Division
St. Louis 56 31 .644 -       
Pittsburgh 51 35 .593 4.5   
Chicago Cubs 46 39 .541 9       
Cincinnati 39 45 .464 15.5  
Milwaukee 37 51 .420 19.5  

Western Division
LA Dodgers 50 38 .568 -       
San Francisco 44 43 .506 5.5   
Arizona 42 43 .494 6.5   
San Diego 39 49 .443 11      
Colorado 37 49 .430 12      

MLB results/standings
Chicago White Sox 1, Chicago Cubs 0; Baltimore 3, Washington 2; Pittsburgh 5, St. Louis 2; NY Yankees 5, Boston
1; NY Mets 4, Arizona 2; Tampa Bay 3, Houston 1; Cleveland 5, Oakland 1; Cincinnati 1, Miami 0; Texas 4, San
Diego 3; Minnesota 8, Detroit 6; Colorado 5, Atlanta 3; LA Angels 7, Seattle 3; LA Dodgers 3, Milwaukee 2.

PITTSBURGH: St. Louis Cardinals’ Matt Carpenter rounds third after hitting a two-run home
run during the third inning of a baseball game against the Pittsburgh Pirates. —AP

BALTIMORE: Orioles’ Nolan Reimold breaks his bat as he singles in front of Washington Nationals catcher Jose Lobaton in the second inning
of an interleague baseball game. —AP

Orioles rally past Nationals
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LONDON: When Tiger Woods tees it up on Thursday in the
British Open he would not be human if his thoughts did
not wander back 15 years to when he tamed St Andrews
and seemed set to become the greatest golfer in history.

The Woods of 2015 will probably be happy just to make
the cut at the ‘Home of Golf’, or even just a few fairways as
he wrestles to master another rebuilt swing in the wake of
woeful rounds of 80 and 76 at last month’s US Open.

In 2000, however, he played with such controlled preci-
sion that he caressed his ball around 72 holes of the Old
Course in Scotland without once finding the myriad killer
bunkers that repeatedly caught out his rivals.  The
American had gone into the tournament with his confi-
dence and reputation sky high after putting together a six-
tournament winning streak, the longest since compatriot
Ben Hogan in 1948. One of them was the 2000 US Open,
where he broke or tied nine tournament records including
his astonishing winning margin of 15 shots.

That triumph was his third different major and, at 24, he
needed the British Open to become the youngest to com-
plete a career grand slam.

He opened with a five-under-par 67 at St Andrews, trail-
ing Ernie Els by a shot, but was three clear of compatriot
David Toms on Friday night after adding a 66.

Relentlessly accurate on the Saturday he posted anoth-
er 67 to head into the final day six ahead of Thomas Bjorn
and David Duval. Totally in the zone and in complete com-
mand of his clubs and the terrain, Woods could not have
positioned his ball better had he walked the course and
placed it each time by hand.  A risk-free 71 ensured he fin-
ished eight shots clear of Bjorn and Els as his 19-under tally
was the lowest ever for a major.

Woods was clearly so far ahead of his rivals at the time
that the obvious question was where he would be ranked
in the sport’s pantheon, with fellow countryman Jack
Nicklaus the gold standard.

He was two years younger than Nicklaus had been
when he completed his career grand slam and the Golden
Bear’s incredible total of 18 majors suddenly looked
achievable.

“Any time you shoot four rounds under par in a major
you’ve done well,” Bjorn said at the time. “But Tiger is just
playing different golf.”

When Woods added the 2000 U.S. PGA Championship
and then bagged the 2001 U.S. Masters to make him the
first professional to hold all four majors at the same time,
people began to talk in terms of “when” rather than “if” he
would eclipse Nicklaus’ tally.

More major titles came, including a second Open at St
Andrews in 2005, but the swaggering dominance of the
Millennium year had begun to fall away.

Woods chalked up his 14th major victory at the 2008
U.S.  Open but with his personal and professional life
unravelling the following year, his best finish in the big four
since has been a tied third at the 2012 British Open. “Has
he got another major in him?”, is one of the most-common
debating topics in clubhouses around the world and
Woods is not about to write himself off.

There were glimpses of the player of old at the
Greenbrier Classic in West Virginia last week when he fired
a 67 for his first bogey-free round in two years.

“It’s the best I’ve hit it in a very long time. I had full con-
trol over all the clubs,” said Woods, now ranked an eye-pop-
ping 220th in the world. “I made some nice strides heading
into the Open. I’ll do some good work next week and be
ready.” —Reuters

St Andrews sparks memories of Woods’ peak

ST. ANDREWS: Tiger Woods after playing his second shot on the 17th hole at St
Andrews, Scotland yesterday. Woods played a practice round ahead of The 2015
Open Golf Championship that is due to take place at St. Andrews July 16-19. —AP

SILVIS: Jordan Spieth watches his tee shot on the second hole during the first round
of the John Deere Classic golf tournament. —AP

ILLINOIS: World number two Jordan Spieth
shook off the rust that cost him in the
opening round as he fired a sparkling sev-
en-under-par 64 on Friday to surge into
contention at the John Deere Classic in
Silvis, Illinois. The Masters and US Open
champion, playing his first PGA Tour event
in three weeks, mixed an eagle at the par-
five second with six birdies and a lone
bogey to finish the second round at seven-
under 135, five strokes off the pace.

Long-hitting Justin Thomas, co-leader
overnight, fired a five-birdie 67 at the TPC
Deere Run to take over on his own at the
top, with fellow Americans Johnson
Wagner (63) and Tom Gillis (65) a further
stroke back at 11 under.

Spieth, who took time off after his U.S.
Open win at Chambers Bay last month, was
delighted to rebound from an opening 71
where his short game was especially rusty.

“Today was a big step forward,” said the
21-year-old, who is using the tournament
to tune up for next week’s British Open
where he will aim to add the third leg of a
grand slam of the majors.

“I was not feeling great after Wednesday
(the pro-am), and then after yesterday ...
but to come out today and shoot a solid
round when I know I needed to and to

have my putter working when I knew I
needed it to gives me a lot of confidence.

“I putted about as well today as I have
the past couple months,” said Spieth, who
totalled just 25 putts in the second round.
“Ultimately this was a big day for me in my
preparation for next week.”

Some have questioned the plan by
Spieth to arrive at St.  Andrews just three
days before the start of the British Open
but the American is happy with his prepa-
rations for the year’s third major.

“I got a good amount of practice in and
I’ll be able to adjust to the speed and the
conditions there,” he said. “I feel like I’ll be
able to do that in a couple days.

“It is a career goal of mine to have a
career grand slam (of the majors). If it hap-
pens in one year, that would be pretty spe-
cial. I’m just focused on St. Andrews.”

Rookie Thomas, seeking his first PGA
Tour victory, was “very excited” to be lead-
ing after 36 holes. “I stayed really patient, I
kept hitting my lines and my birdies were
pretty low-stress,” said Thomas. “I’m in a
good spot.” The cut fell at four-under 138
with former major winners Lucas Glover,
Retief Goosen, Trevor Immelman and
David Toms among those in failing to
advance. —Reuters

Spieth shakes off rust to

sizzle in second round

GULLANE: Ian Poulter says it is a real
shame Rory McIlroy will miss next week’s
British Open at St Andrews but he believes
his Ryder Cup team mate could return to
golf better than ever after his injury layoff.
Four-times major winner McIlroy, who tri-
umphed in the Open at Royal Liverpool 12
months ago, is unable to defend his trophy
after rupturing ligaments in his left ankle
while playing football with his friends last
weekend.

“Rory would have wanted a run at St
Andrews next week, it’s a good course for
him,” Poulter told Reuters in an interview
during the Scottish Open at Gullane.

“There is not a lot of danger down the
left half of the course. He hits it right to left
off the tee so he would definitely have
been licking his chops (lips) at the
prospect.

“It’s a shame the injury has taken him
out. It will be hard for him to sit at home
and watch it on TV but sometimes these
things happen and it makes you come back
even stronger,” added Poulter.

“He’s sitting there as world number one
right now so a guy like him, as good as he
is, coming back potentially stronger, is
something we’re all going to have to watch
out for.”

McIlroy has been criticised for playing
football with a major championship just
around the corner but Poulter said the 26-
year-old Northern Irishman had simply
been unfortunate.

“You can wrap yourself up in cotton
wool for the rest of your life if you want but
having a little kickaround with your mates, I
would have said 999 times out of 1,000 you
are good,” said Europe’s Ryder Cup talis-
man.

“He got unlucky, it was just one of those
situations that’s caught him out. It was a
freak accident but accidents happen,”
added Poulter who missed the cut at the
Scottish Open after rounds of 70 and 71
gave him a one-over total of 141. The injury
has deprived the golfing world of a poten-
tial shootout between British Open and US
PGA champion McIlroy and American
Jordan Spieth, 21, who has won this year’s
US Masters and US Open.

Poulter said the contrast in styles
between the two youngsters was particu-
larly interesting. “With Rory and Jordan
being ranked number one and two in the
world, golf is in good hands,” he said.
“We’ve got two fantastic players up there at
the forefront.

“You’ve also got two slightly different
players. Rory hits the ball 350 yards and
Jordan holes putts from 350 yards,” Poulter
joked. “It’s kind of a good mix.”

Like Spieth, the Englishman is renowned
as an excellent putter and never was that
facet of his game better illustrated than at
the 2012 Ryder Cup in Chicago when he
holed five birdie putts in as many holes in
the Saturday afternoon fourballs.

The 39-year-old Poulter has won 12
times on the European Tour, including two
World Golf Championship events, and said
he was not stressing about the fact he has
yet to land a major victory.

“I’m getting on, getting ever older,”
laughed the world number 28. “If I hung up
my boots today I could quite happily sit at
home and be a very happy man. “What I’ve
achieved has been pretty good. I don’t
believe I’m finished, I think I’ve still got
quite a lot to offer.

“Not only would I like to add more gen-
eral tournament wins to my tally, I’d like to
add some majors as well. If I did that I
would be a very, very happy camper,” said
Poulter. “If not I can sit at home and certain-
ly say I’ve given it a great run. I’m quite hap-
py with the trophy cabinet right now but
I’ve left some space for extra additions.”

Poulter made his British Open debut at
St Andrews 15 years ago and has twice
come close to winning golf’s oldest major.

“I was runner-up in 2008 and tied for
third in 2013, close but no cigar so it would
be nice to swap the silver salver for the sil-
ver jug at some stage,” he said smiling.

“I understand more about my game
now than I did 15 years ago. I’m older and
wiser in some respects and I feel my game
is stronger than it was. “When I get into cer-
tain positions these days I like to think I’m
more equipped to take on certain chal-
lenges and hopefully I can do that next
week,” said Poulter. —Reuters

Poulter: McIlroy may be 

even better on return

LONDON: When Tom Watson walks across the
famous Swilcan Bridge at St Andrews for the
final time, pausing for photographs to rapturous
applause, the American’s love affair with the
British Open will come to a fitting end.

The 65-year-old has been given an exemp-
tion to play at the spiritual home of golf next
week to mark the 40th anniversary of his first
appearance and his five victories in the champi-
onship.

Watson, an eight-times major winner, domi-
nated the British Open between 1975 and 1983,
and the 1977 ‘Duel in the Sun’ triumph over Jack
Nicklaus at Turnberry is probably his most
revered success. Under clear skies on the Ailsa
Course the two Americans were tied at the top
of the leaderboard with three holes to play.

“This is what it’s all about, isn’t it?”, Watson
said on the next tee. “You bet it is,” Nicklaus
replied. A birdie at the 17th put Watson in front
for the first time and at the last he hit a seven-

iron to two feet. Nicklaus drove into the rough
but smashed an eight-iron to the edge of the
green and dramatically holed from 35 feet. Now
Watson’s putt looked a bit longer but he tapped
in for victory. The pair left the green arm-in-arm.
Rarely had two players produced such a high
quality of golf amid so much drama.  “This was a
watershed moment in my life, winning the Open
at Turnberry early in my career against the best
player in the game,” Watson told Today’s Golfer
magazine.

“Jack said, ‘Tom, I gave you my best shot but it
wasn’t good enough. Congratulations’. “When he
said that it made me realise I could play and
compete against the best in the game. I felt I had
arrived as a professional.”

Twice US Open champion Andy North is hop-
ing Watson’s farewell ends with the flourish it
deserves. “He’s had disappointments at St
Andrews but he’d love to go out walking across
the bridge today rather than Friday,” said North,

now an ESPN golf analyst.
“He’s had such a history in Scotland that he’d

love to play well and be able to play four rounds
and be somewhere near contention.”

Watson was certainly in contention at the age
of 59 when he rolled back the years at Turnberry
in 2009 and stirred the golf world by going ago-
nisingly close to becoming the oldest major
champion before being pipped by compatriot
Stewart Cink in a playoff. His return to Scotland
as U.S. Ryder Cup captain in 2014 was far from
happy as Phil Mickelson launched an attack on
his stewardship after the U.S. went down 16-1/2
- 11-1/2, saying Watson had not engaged with
his players. Mickelson, though, has put their dif-
ferences aside ahead of the Open. “He is one of
the greatest champions this game has ever had,”
he told reporters at the Scottish Open this week.
“It’s his last Open championship and I’m certain-
ly appreciative of all he has done for the game of
golf.” —Reuters

Golden oldie Watson to wave fond Open farewell

LANCASTER: Amy Yang made four successive birdies on the back
nine to claim a three-stroke lead at Friday’s halfway mark of the
U.S. Women’s Open at Lancaster Country Club.

South Korea’s Yang added a sparkling four-under 66 to her
opening 67 for a seven-under-par total of 133. The 25-year-old
Yang, the Open runner-up in 2012 who was tied for first after 54
holes last year, began zeroing in with her irons, taking dead aim at
the flags and sinking four successive birdie putts from the 11th
hole. Yang capped her birdie spree by knocking an eight-iron to
one foot at the 14th. “I drove the ball really well,” said Yang, looking
for her first major. “I kept my ball on the fairway and close to the
pin.” Tied for second on 137 were world number three Stacy Lewis,
who shot 67, and Japanese Tour player Shiho Oyama, who fired a
66 that featured four birdies on her second nine.

“I feel really great and then I’m so excited to play after two
more days,” said Oyama. “Chip shot is good, putting is good, every-
thing, I have a confidence.”

Lewis, who finished second to Michelle Wie last year, also got
hot on her second nine, making three birdies to move within two
of Yang before taking a bogey at the last out of a greenside
bunker. “I hit the irons today probably the best I’ve hit them in a
long time,” said two-times major winner Lewis. American Marina
Alex (71) was four strokes off the pace on 137, with six players
another shot back-world number one Park In-bee (70), fellow
South Korean Chun In-gee (70), Australian Karrie Webb (72),
Americans Jane Park (72) and Morgan Pressel (70), and Japan’s
Rumi Yoshiba 68). Sunshine on Friday replaced overcast skies and
a storm that hit Lancaster Country Club on Thursday, causing a
premature halt to the opening round that required 55 players to
finish on Friday morning. Breezy winds, trickier pins and decep-
tively soft, slower greens confused the early wave of players when
the second round commenced, but the later starters seemed to
warm to the task.

Top-ranked Park said it had been hard to get used to slower
green speeds since U.S. Open putting surfaces are usually very
fast. “I hit probably every putt short,” she said. “I think that’s what
everybody has been doing. It’s hard to think that you have to
smash the putts at a U.S. Open.”

Sixty-three players made the cut, which was set at four over
par. Among those missing were former champion Cristie Kerr, who
shot 73 for eight-over 148, and Brittany Lincicome (149), a major
winner this year.—Reuters

Yang seizes three-shot 

lead at Women’s Open

LANCASTER: Amy Yang reacts after sinking a putt on the 15th green during
the US Women’s Open golf tournament. —AP
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Bangladesh:
Tamim Iqbal b Rabada 0
Soumya Sarkar c Duminy b Rabada 27
Litton Das c Behardien b Rabada 0
Mahmudullah lbw b Rabada 0
Shakib Al Hasan lbw b Tahir 48
Mushfiqur Rahim c Tahir b Duminy 24
Sabbir Rahman b Morris 5
Nasir Hossain b Morris 31
Mashrafe Mortaza c de Kock b Rabada 4
Jubair Hossain b Rabada 5
Mustafizur Rahman not out 0
Extras (lb 5, w10, nb1) 16
Total (all out; 36.3 overs) 160
Fall of wickets: 1-17 (Tamim), 2-17 (Litton), 3-17
(Mahmudullah), 4-40 (Soumya), 5-93 Rahim, 6-104
(Sabbir), 7-120 (Shakib), 8-133 ( Mortaza), 9-140

(Jubair), 10-160 (Nasir)
Bowling: Abbott 6-0-41-0 (w5), Rabada 8-3-16-
6(w3), Morris 6.3-0-32-2(w1), Tahir 8-1-38-1 (nb1,
w1), Duminy 8-0-28-1.
W
Q. de Kock c Sabbir b Nasir 35
H. Amla c Mahmudullah b Mortaza 14
F. du Plessis not out 63
R. Rossouw not out 45
Extras (lb 6, w1) 7
Total (for two wickets; 31.1 overs) 164
Did not bat: D. Miller, J. Duminy, F. Behardien, C.
Morris, K. Abbott, K. Rabada, I. Tahir
Fall of wickets: 1-22 (Amla) 2-65 (de Kock)
Bowling: Mustafizur 6-2-15-0, Nasir 7-1-28-1,
Mortaza 6-0-36-1, Shakib 5-1-27-0 (w1), Jubair 5-
0-31-0, Mahumdullah 2-0-17-0, Sabbir 0.1-0-4-0.
Result: South Africa won by eight wickets.

SCOREBOARD 
DHAKA: Scoreboard of the first one-day international between Bangladesh and South Africa at the
Sher-e-Bangla National Stadium in Dhaka on Friday:

Gulf Bank Ramadan Football tournament
KUWAIT: Gulf Bank concluded of its sponsorship of the
32nd late Jassim Al-Sharhan Ramadan Football tourna-
ment, under the patronage of Sheikh Meshal Shamlan Al-
Sabah. 

The closing ceremony of the tournament took place on
Thursday 2 July and was attended by Sheikh Meshal
Shamlan Al-Sabah along with esteemed guests. The tour-
nament was held from 21 June until 2 July 2015 and took
place at the football field of Essa Al-Hamad high school in
Al-Qadsiya. 

The late Jassim Al-Sharhan tournament is an annual
charity football event, whereby the generated revenues are
directed towards the education of underprivileged stu-
dents across Kuwait. Gulf Bank has always been committed
to proactively giving back to the community in various
ways, and through its sponsorship and support of this
event it is doing just that. 

Gulf Bank’s Ramadan initiatives serve to reflect the spirit
of compassion amongst the society, and to provide moral
support to various underprivileged segments in the com-
munity. 

DAMBULLA: Pakistan cricketer Mohammad Hafeez (left) plays a shot as Sri Lankan wicketkeeper Dinesh Chandimal looks on during the first
One Day International (ODI) match between Sri Lanka and Pakistan. —AFP

DAMBULLA: A dominant all-round perform-
ance by Mohammad Hafeez steered Pakistan to
a six-wicket victory over Sri Lanka in the first
one-day international in Dambulla yesterday.

The off-spinner shrugged off concerns about
his bowling action to grab four wickets as
Pakistan, electing to field after winning the toss,
kept Sri Lanka down to 255-8 in 50 overs.

Hafeez then hammered a stroke-filled 103 to
lead the tourists past the target in 45.2 overs,
giving them the lead in the five-match series.

Ninth-ranked Pakistan need to win the series
to stay in contention for a place in the eight-
nation Champions Trophy in England in 2017. Sri
Lanka, currently ranked fifth, are assured of tak-
ing part in the tournament. Hafeez, who was
reported for a suspect action during the preced-
ing Test series and underwent tests in Chennai
last week, took the field only because he is
allowed to play till the results are declared. The
34-year-old seized the opportunity to finish with
his best one-day figures of four for 41 and to
restrict Sri Lanka in good batting conditions.

Hafeez returned with the bat to strike 10
boundaries and four sixes in his 10th one-day
century-the last four all coming against Sri
Lanka.

Hafeez, later named man of the match, said
he had put aside the scrutiny of his bowling
action. “I have definitely put that aside and tried
to concentrate on what is in my hands,” he said.
“This series is important for us and we wanted to
have a good start.

“I am glad I could contribute to this win and
hope I can continue in the same way in the
remaining matches. “There was no pressure on
me. I was given the green signal from the man-
agement to play aggressively and the plan
worked.”

Sri Lankan captain Angelo Mathews admitted
Pakistan outplayed his side. “We did not play our
best cricket,” he said. “We just could not put up a
good score and also could not pick up wickets at
crucial stages. “Hopefully we can comeback in
the next few games. We need to prepare well
mentally.”

Pakistan lost captain Azhar Ali and opening
partner Ahmed Shehzad by the 15th over with
the score at 65, before Hafeez settled in to fash-
ion a rescue.

He put on 58 for the third wicket with Babar
Azam (25) and 75 for the fourth with Shoaib
Malik, who ended the match with a six off
Tillakaratne Dilshan to move to 55 not out.

Hafeez reached his century in the 36th over
with a four off Thisara Perera, but fell two balls
later when he gave the same bowler a tame
return catch. Earlier, Dinesh Chandimal top-
scored with an unbeaten 65 off 68 balls as the Sri
Lankans struggled to come to terms with the
accurate Pakistani bowling.

Chandimal put on 82 for the fifth wicket with
Mathews (38) and 40 for the seventh with debu-
tant Milinda Siriwardana (22) after the first four
batsmen had fallen for 118 by the 27th over.
Pakistan had won the Test series 2-1 with a sev-
en-wicket win in the final Test in Pallekele on
Tuesday. The second one-dayer will be played
there on Wednesday. —AFP

Hafeez seals Pakistan win

Sri Lanka:
K. Perera c Rizwan b Hafeez 26
T. Dilshan b Hafeez 38
L. Thirimanne c Sarfraz b Anwar 23
U. Tharanga st Sarfraz b Hafeez 20
A. Mathews c Azam b Yasir 38
D. Chandimal not out 65
T. Perera c Rizwan b Hafeez 1
M. Siriwardana c Rizwan b Rahat 22
S. Prasanna c Hafeez b Rahat 0
L. Malinga not out 4
Extras: (b4, lb7, w6, nb1) 18
Total (for eight wickets, 50 overs) 255 
Fall of wickets: 1-44 (K. Perera), 2-82 (Thirimanne), 3-111
(Tharanga), 4-118 (Dilshan), 5-200 (Mathews), 6-204 (T.
Perera), 7-244 (Siriwardana), 8-245 (Prasanna).  
Bowling: Irfan 10-0-41-0 (nb1, w1), Rahat 8-0-44-2 (w1),

Anwar 7-0-38-1, Hafeez 10-1-41-4 (w1), Yasir 10-0-46-1,
Malik 5-0-34-0 (w3).

Pakistan:
Azhar Ali c Chandimal b Mathews 21
Ahmed Shehzad c Chandimal b Lakmal 29
Mohammad Hafeez c and b T. Perera 103
Babar Azam lbw b Dilshan 25
Shoaib Malik not out 55
Mohammad Rizwan not out 20
Extras: (lb1, w5) 6
Total (for four wickets, 45.2 overs) 259
Fall of wickets: 1-47 (Azhar), 2-65 (Shehzad), 3-123
(Azam), 4-198 (Hafeez).  
Bowling: Malinga 8-0-56-0 (w5), Lakmal 5-1-21-1, T.
Perera 8-0-32-1, Mathews 5-0-22-1, Prasanna 9-0-72-0,
Dilshan 8.2-0-45-1, Siriwardana 2-0-10-0. 
Pakistan won by six wickets. 

SCOREBOARD 
DAMBULLA: Full scoreboard of the first one-day international between Pakistan and Sri Lanka in Dambulla yester-
day:

DHAKA: Kagiso Rabada became only the
second man in history to claim a hat-trick
on debut as South Africa thrashed
Bangladesh by eight wickets in a rain-hit
first one-day international in Dhaka on
Friday.  

Rabada finished with 6-16, the best
ever one-day haul by a debutante, as
Bangladesh were folded 160 in 36.3
overs after the hosts opted to bat first on
a rain-soaked pitch at the Sher-e-Bangla
National Stadium.  Set a simple target,
South Africa coasted without major hic-
cups, reaching 164-2 with nearly nine
overs in hand to take a 1-0 lead in three-
match series.

Faf du Plessis made an unbeaten 63
from 75 balls and put 99 runs with Rilee
Rossouw in an unbroken third wicket
stand after the early dismissals of stand-
in captain Hashim Amla (14) and Quinton
de Kock (35).

Rossouw, who was 45 not out, com-
pleted the win when he cut part-time
leg-spinner Sabbir Rahman for a four
towards point. The match was reduced to
a 40-over-a-side affair after monsoon
downpour  delayed the start of play for
two hours and 40 minutes.

Rabada, selected ahead of experi-
enced Morne Morkel, struck in the third
ball of his second over when he sent the
off-stump of opener Tamim Iqbal cart-
wheeling. 

He then made one-down Litton Das
offer a low catch to Farhaan Behardien at
midwicket and trapped Mahmudullah
leg-before in his next two deliveries to
complete the hat-trick, joining
Bangladesh’s Taijul Islam, who achieved
the feat against Zimbabwe at the same
ground in December.

The 20-year-old pacer later dismissed
other opener Soumya Sarkar before
Shakib Al Hasan and Mushfiqur Rahim
provided a brief resistance for
Bangladesh with 53-run fifth wicket

stand. 
“It’s great to just do well for your team

and put them in a good position and we
won comfortably in the end,” said man-
of-the-match Rabada.

“I didn’t know what to bowl when I
was on hat-trick-maybe bouncer, then
yorker but I missed it by a mile,” he said.
“It was a bit of a fluke, but I’ll take it.

“It’s important to keep the game sim-
ple, keep the batsmen guessing and hit
good line and length, and guess what
the batsmen are trying to do,” he added.
Shakib top-scored 48 runs for the home
side facing 51 balls while Rahim added
24.

Rabada returned in his second spell to
add the wickets of Mashrafe Mortaza and
Jubair Hossain, shattering the best ODI
debut wicket-taking record held by West
Indies’ Fidel Edwards. 

Edwards claimed 6-22 against
Zimbabwe in 2003. Rabada is the first
South African to bag six wickets on
debut and only the second South African
bowler to claim five wickets in his first
one-day international match.  The other
South African to achieve the feat is Allan
Donald who took 5-29 against India at
Kolkata in 1991.

Nasir Hossain lent some late resist-
ance to score 31 off 44 balls before he
was bowled by Chris Morris, who fin-
ished with 2-32. Bangladesh captain
Mashrafe Mortaza said he was hoping to
put up a fight with a score of at least 200
runs. “If we could have scored at least
200, maybe 220, it would have been a
different game. We kept losing wickets,”
Mortaza said after the match.

“If someone from the opposition gets
a hat-trick you go on the back foot.
Wicket was pretty good. We can’t give
any excuse,” he said. The second and
third ODI of the three-match series will
be held on July 12 and 15 respectively in
Dhaka and Chittagong. —AFP

South Africa coast 
after Rabada’s record

BANGLADESH: South Africa cricketer Rilee Rossouw (left) celebrates with his team-
mate after hitting a boundary Faf du Plessis (right) during the first ODI (One Day
International) cricket match between Bangladesh and South Africa. —AFP

Pan Am Games capture 41 faces of 41 nations
TORONTO: Robert Young is showing that Toronto
is a fitting city to host the Pan Am Games, showcas-
ing the diversity of the entire hemisphere along
the shore of Lake Ontario.

The Toronto-born Young has been able to find
women living in Toronto with roots in each of the
41 nations or territories participating in the games.
He painted their faces in the colors of their native
flags, photographed them and put their stunning
images on tall panels arranged in a Stonehenge-
like ring that’s the center of an exhibition in the
city’s downtown.

“I’ve never seen anything like this,” said Carla
Olivier, who works at a nearby hotel and stumbled
across the exhibition on Friday. “I love it. This is tak-
ing face-painting to a different level.”

Olivier might be a typical Torontonian. She was
born in Trinidad and Tobago in the Caribbean but
has lived in Toronto for 30 years.

Vivienne Bryan was a few steps away looking at
the Jamaican display. She came to the city 25 years
ago from Jamaica and said she was “so proud” to
learn that Young - who calls himself a “visual con-
tent creator” - is the son of Jamaican immigrants.
“To be honest, I’m amazed when I see this,” she

said. That summed up the reaction as a few hun-
dred people cut across the circular display, posed
for photos and milled around, or congratulated
Young for capturing Toronto’s diversity, which
could only be matched by much larger cities like
London or New York.

“Toronto has the opportunity to showcase what
a world would look like in one place,” said Young,
who returned to his native city earlier this year
after living away for a few decades.

He said the commission by games organizers to
do the project called “Young World Faces of Pan
Am” allowed him to get to know his city of birth.
Canada’s largest city will show off its diversity
throughout the 17-day games, which end July 26.

According to city hall data from 2011, approxi-
mately half of Toronto’s population was born out-
side Canada, and 45 percent of residents have a
mother tongue other than English or French. One
third of its immigrants have arrived in the city in
the last 10 years, and more than 200 “distinct ethnic
origins” were identified in one study.

Young said he found his subjects largely
through word of mouth. Very few had worked as
models, but many had worked as dancers or per-

formers and all called Toronto home when he shot
the photos earlier this year. “Each time I chose
someone I would ask them who else they knew,”
Young explained.

He said the most difficult to find was a represen-
tative of the South American country of Suriname,
who was recommended by his Argentine subject.

“I told her she had to come in - there is only one
of you,” he said. Surprisingly, he said finding a rep-
resentative from Canada was a challenge almost as
tough as Suriname.

“With Canada, I wanted to find someone who
went back three or four generations,” he said.
Young said he tried to find candidates whose faces
matched their flags, and he said he had to train the
women not to smile - which focused all the atten-
tion on the piercing eyes of every subject. “I would
study the angles in a particular flag, whether there
were stars, whether it was horizontal, whether it
was vertical,” Young said. “I’d study the flag to see
how it matched and combined with the person’s
face.” Young, who said he is one-quarter Chinese,
said the project taught him about Toronto, and
prompted his subjects to learn more about their
families and their immigrant histories.—AP
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FRANCE: Great Britain’s Christopher Froome (center) rides in the pack with his teammates of the Great Britain’s Sky cycling team during the 181.5 km eighth stage of the 102nd edition of the Tour de France cycling race. —AFP

FRANCE:  Alexis Vuillermoz won the eighth
stage of the Tour de France yesterday to
become the first French rider to triumph this
year. The 27-year-old former mountain biker
escaped on the final 2km climb to the finish at
Mur de Bretagne following a 181.5km stage
from Rennes.

Ireland’s Dan Martin timed his counter-
attack a shade too late and came home sec-
ond at 5sec with Spaniard Alejandro Valverde
winning the sprint finish for third at 10sec.

Briton Chris Froome finished eighth, safely
in the lead peloton to retain the overall
leader’s yellow jersey by 11sec from Peter
Sagan, who did at least take the green points
jersey.

American Tejay Van Garderen is third over-
all at 13sec. But reigning champion Vincenzo
Nibali gave up a few seconds as he was
dropped by the lead pack on the final climb,
with its average gradient of 6.9 percent.
Vuillermoz confirmed the promise he’d shown
on Monday’s third stage when he was third
behind Joaquim Rodriguez and Froome on a
similar finish at the Mur de Huy. The 27-year-
old showed how comfortable he was on such
short, sharp uphill finishes, no doubt leaning
on his mountain biking experience, having
also taken sixth place at April ’s Fleche
Wallonne one-day Classic, which likewise fin-
ishes on the Mur de Huy.

It was a thrilling finish after a fairly pedestri-

an stage with a regulation breakaway that was
reeled in 8km from the end.

While the time gaps were minimal, Nibali
will be concerned that he was dropped just
three days away from the first mountain sum-
mit finish at La Pierre-Saint Martin with its
beyond category climb measuring 15.3km at
an average 7.4 percent.

Meanwhile, a cloud hung over the start of
the eighth stage of the Tour de France in
Rennes yesterday following the first positive
doping case in three years.

Italian Luca Paolini was withdrawn from the
Tour by his Katusha team on Friday night after
the International Cycling Union (UCI) informed
the Russian outfit of the 38-year-old testing
positive for cocaine. It was the first doping
case during the world’s most prestigious
cycling race since Frank Schleck returned a
positive reading for a diuretic in 2012.

Katusha expressed their surprise by the
result, which was given following Tuesday’s
fourth stage, as cocaine in itself is not a per-
formance-enhancer.

If taken out of competition, it is not even a
banned substance. “We’re very surprised
because cocaine is not a substance that
improves performance,” team spokesman
Philippe  Maertens told AFP. Katusha added in
a statement: “According to the UCI Regulations
the rider has been provisionally suspended
with immediate effect.”

The news somewhat overshadowed Mark
Cavendish’s first stage win in almost two years
on the Tour and 26th in total, taking him into
sole possession of third place on the all-time
list behind five-time Tour winners Eddy Merckx
(34) and Bernard Hinault (28).

The 30-year-old’s acceleration past Andre
Greipel-who had triumphed in the previous
two sprint finishes-was a timely reminder to
his Etixx-Quick Step team of what the Manx
Missile is capable.

His contract runs out at the end of this sea-
son. “I’ve grown with this team, I’m really hap-
py, you can see the ambiance we’ve got at
Quick Step. I’d love to stay here, I really would,”
said Cavendish. Meanwhile, the 181.5km
eighth stage from Rennes to Mur de Bretagne
will see the return of the race leader’s yellow
jersey.

Chris Froome had declined the opportunity
to wear it during Friday’s seventh stage as a
mark of respect to Tony Martin, who would
have been leading the race but for being
forced out of the Tour with a broken collar-
bone from a crash on Thursday.

But Froome, the 2013 champion, said he
will wear it yesterday. “It’s a huge privilege to
be in yellow, this is every cyclist’s dream. I’m
really, really happy to be in the yellow jersey,”
said the 30-year-old, Kenyan-born Briton.

The Mur de Bretagne sees a similar finish to
Monday’s climb up the Mur de Huy, where

Froome was second behind Spaniard Joaquim
Rodriguez but gained a handful of seconds on
his main rivals, reigning champion Vincenzo
Nibali,  two-time former winner Alberto
Contador and 2014 Giro d’Italia laureate Nairo
Quintana.

The Mur de Bretagne is longer than the Mur
de Huy but not as steep — 2km at an average

6.9 percent gradient as opposed to 1.3km at
9.6 percent.

And Froome believes there will be some
movement between the favorites. “From what
I understand, it’s not going to be as selective
as the Mur de Huy,” said the Team Sky leader.
“But we can certainly expect there to be small
gaps.”—AFP

Vuillermoz wins Tour stage

FRANCE: France’s Alexis Vuillermoz celebrates as he crosses the finish line at the end of the
181.5 km eighth stage of the 102nd edition of the Tour de France cycling race. —AFP

VIVA welcomes Daniel Alves
on his visit to Kuwait

KUWAIT: Being the platinum sponsor
of the annual Al Roudan Indoor
Football Tournament, VIVA, Kuwait’s
fastest-growing and most developed
telecom operator, took part in a pri-
vate event hosted by the organizers to
meet the well-known football player
Daniel Alves da Silva. 

VIVA’s Corporate Communications
team and esteemed guests welcomed
Alves at the VIP hall at Kuwait
International Airport, who participated
in a friendly match at the Al Roudan
tournament.  

During the event, Alves talked
about his football experience over the
years and shared his views about
sports in the region, particularly in
Kuwait, and hailed VIVA’s commitment
towards sports and football over the
past six years, including its partnership
with Manchester United and Real
Madrid, to its strategic sponsorship
with Kuwait Football Association (KFA).

Daniel Alves da Silva, commonly
known as Dani Alves is a Brazilian pro-
fessional footballer who plays for
Spanish club FC Barcelona and the
Brazilian national team. Before joining
Barcelona, Alves spent a successful six-
year spell with Sevilla, winning two
UEFA Cups and the Copa del Rey. He
joined Barcelona where he won the
Treble in his first season with the club
and in the next season, he won the
Spanish Super Cup, European Super
Cup, and FIFA Club World Cup. Also, he
helped the club to clinch another
Spanish Super Cup, two league titles
and a UEFA Champions League in the
years that followed. In 2011, Alves was
appointed as a Special Olympics
Ambassador for its Global Football
program, charged with promoting
respect and inclusion in football for
people with intellectual disabilities,
particularly in the run up to the 2014
FIFA World Cup.

VIVA’s sponsorship of the Al
Roudan Tournament stems from its
strong belief in the importance of the
sports sector, it is also part of the com-
pany’s Corporate Social Responsibility
program to help generate more inter-
est and awareness among the public
regarding sports. This tournament is
one of the leading and most promi-
nent sports activities held during
Ramadan. It also represents VIVA’s sup-
port to football fans by presenting
them the opportunity to follow this
exciting sporting competition
between the various teams, as well as
becoming familiar with all the details
and updates taking place throughout
the tournament.   VIVA has been keen
to communicate effectively with all
segments of society, especially the
youth, through supporting their activi-
ties and contributing to the promotion
of sports competition during the Holy
month of Ramadan.

SPARTA: Brad Keselowski overcame a
late-race mistake after a restart to
reclaim the lead from Erik Jones with
eight laps remaining, holding him off
to win the NASCAR Xfinity Series race
Friday night at Kentucky Speedway.

Keselowski earned his third series
victory on the 1.5-mile oval and sec-
ond 300-mile win in three starts. He
had to bounce back from a hiccup
after a Lap 169 restart that appeared
to hand the race to Jones. Unfazed,
the 2012 Sprint Cup Series champion
regrouped and guided his No. 22 Ford
Mustang past Jones’ Toyota on Lap
192 and went on to the win after fin-
ishing second last year.

Kyle Busch (Toyota) was third after
leading a race-high 88 laps, with
Daniel Suarez (Toyota) fourth and

Elliott Sadler (Ford) fifth.
Chris Buescher remained atop the

standings and has a 36-point lead on
defending series champion Chase
Elliott after finishing 11th, two spots
ahead of Elliott.

Keselowski led three times for 72
laps for his 33rd career series win and
one that matched Team Penske team-
mate Joey Logano for the most wins
at Kentucky (three). He will start sec-
ond in Saturday night’s 400-mile Cup
race that he’s won twice.

More rain earlier in the day washed
out qualifying and set the grid accord-
ing to Thursday’s practice speeds. J.J.
Yeley started first alongside Ty Dillon,
whose good start quickly pushed him
past Yeley and in front for 15 laps
before Busch asserted himself for the

first of two leads for 62 of the first 100
laps.

Keselowski started fourth but was
in the hunt and soon established him-
self as another contender when he
overtook Busch on Lap 79 and set the
pace from there. He eventually yield-
ed the lead upon pitting to Darrell
Wallace Jr., who led briefly before giv-
ing the lead back to Busch as he pit-
ted for tires and fuel to prepare for the
stretch run.

Keselowski was soon stalking
Busch and caught a break on Lap 163
when John Wes Townley hit the Turn 2
wall to bring out a caution and send
the leaders down pit road. Keselowski
beat Busch out of the pits and led the
restart before allowing Jones to surge
ahead for 22 laps. —AP

Keselowski wins Xfinity Series race

Four gored at Pamplona 
running of the bulls

PAMPLONA: One bull chosen to take
part in yesterday’s San Fermin festival
took one look at thousands of thrill-
seekers waiting to be chased down
Pamplona’s narrow streets and scam-
pered back to the safety of his corral.

It was like a scene straight from
Munro Leaf children’s book “The Story of
Ferdinand,” about a bull that prefers
smelling flowers to bullfights.

The reticent bull in Pamplona,
named Curioso I, barely ran 20 yards
(meters) before heading back.
Meanwhile, his five ornery stable-mates
gored four revelers - including two
Americans - and injured five others with
cuts and bruises as they hurtled
through the northern Spanish city. One
bull charged into runners, goring one
deeply in a thigh while cutting another
runner’s leg as it lifted its head. Red
Cross spokesman Jose Aldaba said four
people received treatment after being
gored while at least five others were
recovering from sprains, bruises and - in
one case - a broken collarbone. The

Americans - both men - were a 34-year-
old from Philadelphia identified only by
his initials J.N.O., who suffered two gor-
ings, one behind his knee and another
near the anus, and a 20-year-old with
lesser injuries identified as A.G.O., the
regional government said in a state-
ment. Kiko Betelu of the Navarra
region’s medical service said three of
the gorings were simple to treat, but
one of the injuries was deep and
required surgery.

Normally six bulls run in the San
Fermin festival, but on this occasion
Curioso - a 1,180-pound (535-kilogram)
beast belonging to the Jose Escolar
breeding ranch - later had to be trans-
ported to the ring to join the other five.

Unlike the gentle, flower-sniffing
Ferdinand, Curioso - which means curi-
ous in English - almost certainly won’t
get a chance to retire.

According to San Fermin experts
commenting for state television TVE, the
last time a bull turned back to the hold-
ing pen was in the 19th century.

The run covers 930 yards (850
meters) from a holding pen on the edge
of town to the central bullring where
the beasts - including Curioso - face
matadors and almost certain death in
afternoon bullfights. The cobblestone
streets of Pamplona were packed with
thrill-seekers who had traveled to the
northern city to take part in the annual
San Fermin festivities. The weekend
runs are traditionally the most popular
and well-attended. The nine-day fiesta
was immortalized in Ernest
Hemingway’s 1926 novel “The Sun Also
Rises.” Every morning of the festival at 8
a.m.,  the bulls race through the
medieval streets accompanied by an
equal number of large steers - each
wearing a clanking cowbell - tasked
with keeping the pack tight and gallop-
ing at an even pace. This was the first
time that breeder Escolar - whose heav-
iest animal was the 1,280-pound (580-
kilogram) Costurero - had presented
bulls for this festival, which dates back
to the late 16th century. —AP
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TOKYO: Canadian Brodik Henderson is
hoping his prowess in the remote world of
U.S. amateur sumo wrestling will translate
into a professional career in the heartland
of Japan’s ancient sport.

The 20-year-old native of Victoria, British
Columbia, who stands 6-foot-7 and weighs
360 pounds, will make his debut at the
Nagoya Grand Sumo Tournament which
begins on Sunday.

Henderson, whose ring name is
Homarenishiki, won the men’s openweight
title at the U.S. Sumo Open last year. But
winning in US amateur sumo and succeed-
ing in a sport steeped in ancient rituals and
Japanese tradition are two completely dif-
ferent things.

There are no fist bumps, high-fives or
body slams in Japanese sumo. Wrestlers
humbly bow to their opponents and are
expected to uphold the rigid customs of
the ages-old sport. Life outside the ring is
just as demanding.

“Brodi is level-headed, diligent and
friendly which serves him well in Japan,”
said John Gunning, a sumo analyst who has
followed the sport for about 14 years. “He
has the ability to see the bigger picture
which is rare in young athletes so I think he
will be fine. He knows his own weaknesses
and is working hard to overcome them.”

Sumo wrestlers, known as “rikishi” live in
communal training stables where all
aspects of their daily lives from meals to
what they wear are dictated by strict tradi-
tions. Like all the younger wrestlers in the
lower ranks, Henderson will be required to
perform a variety of menial tasks that
include cleaning toilets and washing the
clothes of senior wrestlers.

That may not be easy for someone who
grew up playing American football, ice
hockey and was active on social media up
until now.

Because Henderson enters the sport at
the lowest division of jonokuchi, the
Internet is a no-no for now. Many foreign-
ers over the years have had trouble grap-
pling with sumo’s unique customs.

“It’s not for everyone,” said Gunning.
“The road to the top and lifestyle are much
harder than people imagine. Usually, it’s
the stuff outside the ring and how well for-
eign rikishi deal with it that determines
their fate.” Many sumo purists say foreign
wrestlers lack the culture and manners -

often described as “hinkaku”, or dignity - to
reach the higher ranks.

Mongolian Asashoryu reached the high-
est rank of yokozuna. But his boisterous
behavior outside the ring derailed his
career. He was eventually forced out of
sumo after being involved in several inci-
dents, including in a late-night brawl in
Tokyo’s Roppongi district.

Hawaiian Akebono also reached the
highest rank of yokozuna and was able to
adjust to life in Japan. Gunning says
Akebono serves as a good role model for
Henderson.

“If he can develop a style similar to for-
mer yokozuna Akebono I think his chances
of a long and healthy career increase expo-
nentially,” Gunning said.

As the only North American in sumo, the
spotlight will be on Henderson, who isn’t
the first Canadian to try his hand at sumo.
In 1985, John Tenta, also a native of British
Columbia, fought under the ring name
Kototenzan. He got off to stellar 21-0 start
but had trouble adapting to life in Japan
and retired in 1986.

His abrupt departure did not go over
well with sumo’s hierarchy. Henry
Armstrong Miller, the son of an African-
American father and Japanese mother,
fared better than Tenta. He reached the
second-highest juryo division in a career
that went from 1988 to 2003.

Miller, who grew up in St. Louis, fought
under the ring name Sentoryu, and com-
piled a career record of 403 wins, 303 losses
and 99 defaults.

He notched some impressive wins over
some of the sport’s biggest names in his
long career but was forced to retire in 2003
after a series of injuries.

History has proven that brute force does
not always guarantee success in sumo, a
sport which has over 82 winning tech-
niques known as “kimarite.” There have
been many smaller wrestlers over the years
to rise up the ranks.

Sumo is now dominated by Mongolians
who have a much easier time adapting,
having grown up with the country’s tradi-
tional form of wrestling or “bokh” which is a
revered national sport.

Still, Henderson has displayed the right
attitude so far, doing everything he can to
learn the customs and fit in. No small task
for a 6-foot-7 Canadian in Japan.—AP

Canadian Henderson set 

for debut in Japanese sumo

TOKYO: In this May 17, 2015 photo, Canadian sumo wrestler Brodik Henderson,
whose ring name is Homarenishiki, smiles prior to a sumo tournament at Ryogoku
Kokugikan sumo arena in Tokyo. —AP

FOXBOROUGH: United States’ Gyasi Zardes (20) drops Haiti’s Frantz Bertin to the turf as they compete for the ball during the second half of a
CONCACAF Gold Cup soccer match. —AP

MASSACHUSETTS: The United States secured a
quarter-final spot in the CONCACAF Gold Cup
when they beat Haiti 1-0 on Friday, while
Panama and Honduras drew 1-1 in the other
Group A match in Massachusetts. A Clint
Dempsey goal early in the second half secured
the Americans’ win, though Haiti were far from
overawed and had several good scoring chances
that went begging.

The US won their first group stage game
against Honduras and have six points from two
games, while Panama have two points,
Honduras and Haiti one point each.

The US meet Panama in their final group
match, while Honduras plays Haiti. The top-two
qualify for the quarter-finals with the two best-
placed third teams also advancing.

Though the US and Haiti were deadlocked at
half-time, the Americans were unlucky to have
an Aron Johannsson goal disallowed for offside.

US coach Jurgen Klinsmann sent on Gyasi
Zardes at half-time in place of fellow  striker Jozy

Altidore, a move that paid quick dividends when
the Los Angeles Galaxy player found Dempsey
with a perfect pass that led to the game’s only
goal. “He made a great play for us and we’ll
count on him to continue making some big
plays for us,” American captain Michael Bradley
said of Zardes.

Earlier, Panama and Honduras played an ill-
tempered match during which tempers boiled
over several times in the second half as referee
Marlon Mejia struggled to keep control.

Panama’s players were particularly incensed,
especially when they were denied two penalties
and had defender Luis Henriquez sent off for a
second yellow, while four others were booked.

Two Honduras players were also booked. A
draw was probably a fair result,  though
Honduras had two chances in added time when
Romell Quioto missed from five yards out before
Eddy Hernandez had a goal ruled out for offside.

It was the second goal by Hernandez disal-
lowed for offside. Panama took the lead in the

21st minute when Luis Tejada scored from a
well-worked set piece and they had two strong
penalty appeals, one either side of half-time,
though the referee remained unmoved.
Honduras had the better of the final 30 minutes
and were rewarded in the 78th minute when
Andy Najar was tripped inside the box and Mejia
pointed at the spot, sparking a full-scale melee
between the players. It took officials a full three
minutes to restore order. Andy Najar’s penalty
attempt was then brilliantly pushed on to the
crossbar by Panama keeper Jaime Penedo but
the ball cannoned back to the feet of Najar, who
made the easy tap-in before celebrating with an
acrobatic backflip. Three minutes later, Panama’s
players again remonstrated with Mejia and
Alberto Quintero was lucky to avoid a red card
when he made clear contact with the official.

Even the final whistle did not signal the end
of their complaints as Panama players continued
to remonstrate with the referee at the edge of
the pitch. —Reuters

US beat Haiti, advance to 

Gold Cup quarter-finals

SACHSENRING: Spain’s two-time
defending world champion Marc
Marquez set himself up for a
sixth successive win at the
Sachsenring yesterday as he
posted the fastest time in qualify-
ing for todayy’s German MotoGP.
The 22-year-old Honda rider was
recording his sixth successive
pole spot at the Sachsenring
where he has prevailed in the
past five editions in all three cat-
egories. He grabbed pole with a
track record 1min 20.336sec.
Marquez has not been in the
dominant form of last year and
has just the one win to his name
this season leaving him fourth in
the standings, 74 points off
leader Valentino Rossi.

“We will try for six wins, the
most important thing is the con-
fidence with the bike is really
high,” said Marquez, who just lost
out in a thrilling battle with Rossi
at the Dutch MotGP a fortnight
ago.

“In this circuit I  always get
good results but this weekend I
feel good and I’m constant. “I was
also fast over one lap so I’m hap-
py, also happy with the work that
we have done. Tomorrow is the
most important so we have to
keep on like this.”

Marquez led a Spanish 1-2-3 in
qualifying with his team-mate
Dani Pedrosa second, his best
qualifying performance of the
season, and two-time world
champion Jorge Lorenzo on a
Yamaha in third. Pedrosa, who is
the nearly man of MotoGP hav-
ing never added the world title
to those he won at 125 and
250cc, said he could have been
even faster but for British rider
Cal Crutchlow obstructing him.  

“Yeah, I was happy with my
first feeling in the first run but
Crutchlow didn’t see me and
ruined my lap,” said the 29-year-
old, who has finished champi-
onship runner-up on three occa-
sions.

“Unfortunately I had to stop
and change tyres and I wasn’t
sure if we could do it on the sec-

ond tyre because sometimes you
don’t get the same feeling.
“Actually I produced a good lap
and to get the front row at this
track is very important.

“Hopefully we can make a lit-
tle step tomorrow as Marquez’s
pace is very high and we’re still
missing a little. Hopefully we can
make a good start and make the
right tyre choice, which will be
critical.” Lorenzo, whose winning

run of four successive races came
to a halt when Rossi won in
Assen a fortnight ago, admitted
the form Honda had shown
would mean a hard time ahead
on Sunday to challenge them. 

“Impressive, it  seems the
Honda has no problems,” said the
28-year-old. “ They ’re able to
brake later and accelerate very
soon. It will be tough to stay with
them, I am the first Yamaha to do

a 1’20 on this track so I am very
happy with this lap time.

“I did my best and I didn’t get
even close to them. I think our
goal is to try to get the podium,
the victory will be difficult but
you never know. The podium is
definitely achievable.” Rossi, win-
ner on the circuit four times but
not since 2009, posted just the
sixth fastest time on his
Yamaha.—AFP

Marquez clocks fastest in Germany

GERMANY: Spain’s Marc Marquez races during the MotoGP qualifying at the Sachsenring circuit in
Hohenstein-Ernstthal .—AP

Boca fans waiting on Tevez
BUENOS AIRES: Boca Juniors fans must wait
another week to see Carlos Tevez wear their
blue and yellow colours again even though
the Argentine championship resumes this
weekend after a break.

Tevez, who has returned home after a
decade in Europe, will not be back from holi-
day after the Copa America until next week-
end’s home match against Quilmes at La
Bombonera.

Boca visit Sarmiento in Junin this Sunday
(0030 GMT Monday) looking to at least retain
second place in the standings behind San
Lorenzo, who visit Union in Santa Fe on
Saturday (2210).

Coach Rodolfo Arruabarrena has no doubt
that Tevez will give Boca an extra edge in
quality by returning while still at the peak of
his powers after two fine seasons with
Juventus.

“Tevez’s presence gives us greater class, we
hope to make the most of that,” Arruabarrena
told a news conference on Friday. “Physically
he’s good, let ’s see when he arrives on
Tuesday, but he gets in shape quickly. “Carlos
has shown me in these last few years he feels
more comfortable with a number nine in front
of him,” added Arruabarrena as he ponders
how to get the best out of Tevez.

The striker is on holiday after helping
Argentina reach the Copa America final in
Chile, the reason for the five-week break at the
halfway point in the league championship.

San Lorenzo have 32 points after 15 match-
es, one more than Boca and two in front of
Racing Club and River Plate. River, who are at
home to Temperley on Saturday (2000),
missed the chance to pull level with the Saints
at the top when they were held 0-0 at Tigre on
Wednesday in their match in hand after it was
postponed in May.

Former Argentina internationals Javier
Saviola and Lucho Gonzalez made their River
comebacks in that match after, like Tevez,
securing a return to their first club last month.

Argentina under-20 striker Giovanni
Simeone has moved from River to Banfield,
who are coached by former River favourite
Matias Almeyda, looking for more regular
action and saying his father Diego helped him
decide. “He gave me a lot of advice about
coming here, he knows Almeyda well, but it
was my decision,” said the son of Atletico
Madrid’s coach Diego, who played alongside
Almeyda for Argentina at the 1998 and 2002
World Cups. “I know here I’m going to improve
and evolve as a player,” said the 20-year-old,
having chosen Banfield, who visit Quilmes on
Saturday (2210), because of Almeyda’s com-
mitment to attacking football. As a potential
future senior international, Simeone will no
doubt be watched keenly by Argentina coach
Gerardo Martino who is looking to move on
from the disappointment of losing the Copa
America final to Chile on penalties last week-
end. —Reuters
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LONDON: Serena Williams of the United States holds up the trophy after winning the women’s singles final against Garbine Muguruza of Spain, at the All England Lawn Tennis Championships. — AP

LONDON: Serena Williams won a sixth Wimbledon title
yesterday as the world number one became the oldest
woman to win a Grand Slam crown with a 6-4, 6-4 victory
against Garbine Muguruza in Saturday’s final.

At 33 years and 289 days, Serena surpasses Martina
Navratilova as the oldest player to win Wimbledon, and
any of the other three Grand Slams, in the Open era.

Serena’s sixth Wimbledon crown brought with it a slew
of other remarkable landmarks that underline her creden-
tials as one of the greatest female athletes of all time.

The American’s 21st Grand Slam crown and 68th tour-
level title earned her a cheque for £1.8 million ($2.7 mil-
lion, 2.5 million euros)

But it is her legacy rather than her bank balance that
concerns Williams these days and she now holds all four
Grand Slam titles at the same time-the rare ‘Serena Slam’
she last achieved in 2002-03.

“It feels so good. Garbine played so well. I didn’t even
know it was over because she was fighting so hard at the
end. She will be holding this trophy very, very soon. I am

happy it was such a great match,” said Williams. “I can’t
believe I am standing here with another Serena Slam. It is
so cool. It has been a pleasure and an honour to give so
many years in this unbelievable place.”

Serena is the first woman to land the French Open and
Wimbledon back-to-back since she last won that difficult
double in 2002.

Lifting the Venus Rosewater Dish for the first time since
2012 also leaves Serena needing only to defend the US
Open to become the first woman since Steffi Graf in 1988
to claim a calendar Grand Slam. She is just one major title
behind Graf on the Open era leaderboard and within
three of all-time record holder Margaret Court’s tally of 24.

She is the first player since Graf in 1988 to win
Wimbledon and the Australian and French Opens in the
same year. Given Serena’s 39-1 record in 2015 and her
astonishing streak of 28 consecutive Grand Slam match
victories, few would bet against the American making
more history in New York in August.

Regardless of her defeat, Muguruza, 21, has emerged

as one of the brightest young stars on the women’s tour
after a bravura display in her first Grand Slam final appear-
ance that often left Williams rattled. “I enjoyed it a lot. I
don’t have words to say how I feel. I’m very proud and
happy to be here,” said Muguruza. “A Grand Slam final for
me is a dream come true and I also want to say congrats
to Serena, showing that she’s world number one.”

Williams’ thunderous serve was strangely out of sync in
a nervous start to the first set and, after serving a double
fault on the first point, she threw in two more to gift
Muguruza a surprise break.

Muguruza had more than enough power to trade
blows from the baseline and she came out on top so
often in the early stages that the frustrated American
screamed “that’s so bad” after losing another point.
Muguruza, born in Venezuela and raised in Barcelona, had
insisted facing Serena was a task to be relished rather
than feared.

She was proving true to her bold claim and, by the
time Muguruza moved into a 4-2 lead, it seemed an epic

shock was on the cards.
However, Serena had recovered from worse predica-

ments earlier in the tournament. And with the pressure
ratcheted up, the inevitable Serena break back arrived
in the eighth game when Muguruza missed with a wild
forehand.

Williams scented blood and Muguruza crumbled, a
double-fault on set point gift-wrapping the lead to Serena
in a set that had been the underdog’s for the taking.

Williams had won 28 of her last 30 tour-level finals,
including her last nine at the majors, and, in her eighth
Wimbledon final, she was finally back in that muscular
groove.

Serena’s fierce grimace and clenched fist after breaking
in the fourth game of the second set suggested the finish
line was in sight. But, serving for the match with 5-1 and
then 5-3 leads, Williams was gripped by a bad case of
nerves and Muguruza broke twice to prolong the contest.
Finally able to compose herself, Serena broke in the next
game to seal yet another legacy-defining success. — AFP

History girl Serena wins sixth Wimbledon

England 1st Innings 430 (J Root 134, M Ali 77,
G Ballance 61, B Stokes 52;  M Starc 5-114, J
Hazlewood 3-83)
Australia 1st Innings 308 (C Rogers 95; J
Anderson 3-43)
England 2nd Innings 289 (I Bell 60, J Root 60;
N Lyon 4-75)
Australia 2nd Innings (target: 412)
C. Rogers c Bell b Broad 10
D. Warner lbw b Ali 52
S. Smith c Bell b Broad  33
M. Clarke c Stokes b Broad 4
A. Voges c Buttler b Wood 1
S. Watson lbw b Wood  19
B. Haddin c Cook b Ali 7
M. Johnson c Lyth b Root 77
M. Starc c Lyth b Root 17
J. Hazlewood c Root b Ali 14
N. Lyon not out  0
Extras (b4, lb3, nb1) 8
Total (all out, 70.3 overs, 306 mins)  242
Fall of wickets: 1-19 (Rogers), 2-97 (Warner), 3-
101 (Smith), 4-106 
(Clarke), 5-106 (Voges), 6-122 (Haddin), 7-151

(Watson), 8-223 (Starc), 9-242  (Johnson), 10-
242 (Hazlewood)
Bowling: Anderson 12-3-33-0; Broad 14-3-39-
3; Ali 16.3-4-59-3; Stokes 8-2-23-0; Wood 14-4-
53-2 (1nb); Root 6-1-28-2
England: Adam Lyth, Alastair Cook (capt),
Gary Ballance, Ian Bell, Joe  Root, Ben Stokes,
Jos Buttler (wkt), Moeen Ali, Stuart Broad, Mark
Wood, James  Anderson
Result: England won by 169 runs
Man-of-the-match: Joe Root (ENG)
Series: England lead five-match series 1-0

Toss: England
Umpires: Kumar Dharmasena (SRI), Marais
Erasmus (RSA)
TV umpire: Chris Gaffaney (NZL)
Match referee: Ranjan Madugalle (SRI)

Remaining Fixtures
Jul 16-20:2nd Test, Lord’s
Jul 29-Aug 02:  3rd Test, Edgbaston
Aug 06-10:4th Test, Trent Bridge
Aug 20-24:5th Test, The Oval

SCOREBOARD
CARDIFF: Completed scoreboard on the fourth day of the first Ashes Test between England
and Australia at Sophia Gardens yesterday:

CARDIFF: Stuart Broad led England to a 169-
run victory in the first Ashes Test as Australia col-
lapsed either side of lunch on the fourth day at
Cardiff’s Sophia Gardens yesterday.

Australia, well-placed at 97 for one, slumped
to 106 for five as four wickets fell for just nine
runs in 36 balls. Chasing a record-breaking 412

for victory, Ashes-holders Australia were dis-
missed for 242 after tea. Fast-medium bowler
Broad took three for 39 in 14 overs as England
enjoyed an emphatic win in their first match
under new Australian coach Trevor Bayliss.

Joe Root, named man-of-the-match for his
first innings 134 after coming in with England

struggling at 43 for three, had the last word in the
game by catching Josh Hazlewood in the deep off
spinner Moeen Ali. “This Test couldn’t have gone any
better and we’ll enjoy tonight,” said England captain
Alastair Cook. “Joe Root was fantastic and the bowlers
were superb.”

Root added: “I think it was my most important
hundred It’s great to get that win, hopefully we can
now back it up at Lord’s (where the second Test starts
on Thursday).”

Australia captain Michael Clarke said his side had
been well-beaten.”We were outplayed in all three
facets,” Clarke told BBC Radio’s Test Match Special.
“England batted well on day one, we didn’t take our
catches and our batting let us down in both innings.
We look forward to making amends in the second
Test.”

As if defeat wasn’t bad enough for Australia, left-
arm fast bowler Mitchell Starc-who took five wickets
in England’s first innings-ended the match struggling
with an ankle injury.

Asked if Starc would be fit for Lord’s, Clarke said: “I
hope so...I’m confident the fact he bowled in the sec-
ond innings means he will be fit to bowl at Lord’s.”

No side have made more in the fourth innings to
win an Ashes Test than Australia’s 404 for three at
Headingley back in 1948 when Arthur Morris scored
182 and Donald Bradman, widely regarded as crick-
et’s greatest batsman, an unbeaten 173.

But their two best individual scores yesterday
were No 8 Mitchell Johnson’s 77 and opener David
Warner’s 52. Australia were going well at 97 for one
when Warner was lbw to off-spinner 

Ali (three for 59) on the stroke of lunch.  Broad had
bowled superbly in an opening spell of one for 10 in
six overs and probably deserved more than the wick-
et of Chris Rogers.

However, Broad-renowned for striking in bursts-
took two for five in 13 balls shortly after lunch to cap-
ture the prize wickets of Steven Smith and Clarke. He
was on target in the first full over after lunch when he
seamed the ball away from Smith, the world’s num-
ber one ranked Test batsman, who edged to Ian Bell
at second slip as, for the second time this match, he
fell for 33.

Clarke, looking to lead Australia to their first Ashes
series win in Britain in 14 years, then went for a mere
four when he guided Broad to Ben Stokes at back-
ward point. Cook has often been criticised for being
too cautious in the field. But that this was a day when
everything seemed to go right for Cook, England’s
skipper when they were whitewashed 5-0 in Australia

in 2013/14, was exemplified by the departure of Brad
Haddin for seven.

Not only did Cook recall Ali into the attack, he also
clung on one-handed at the second attempt at short
mid-wicket to a stunning catch off a full-blooded
slog-sweep against the spinner by Haddin.

Shane Watson hung around for over an hour mak-
ing 19 before he was lbw to fast bowler Mark Wood. It
was the second time this match the under-pressure
all-rounder had fallen leg before and the 29th occa-
sion in his Test career. 

Johnson delayed England before Root, with the
aid of a slip catch by Adam Lyth via a deflection off
Cook, ended his innings to leave Australia on the
brink of defeat at 242 for nine.  — AFP

England win Ashes opener

CARDIFF: England’s captain Alastair Cook (right) makes a stunning catch to take the wick-
et of Australia’s Brad Haddin (third right) during play on the fourth day of the opening
Ashes cricket Test match. — AFP
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BRUSSELS: Managing Director of the International Monetary Fund Christine Lagarde, center, arrives for a meeting of euro-zone finance ministers at the EU Lex building in Brussels yesterday. — AP

Greeks face judgment day in Brussels 
Tsipras wins parliament approval for bailout proposals

BRUSSELS: After swaying a skeptical parliament to back a
harsh austerity package to stave off financial collapse, the
Greek government yesterday faced an uphill task of persuad-
ing its international creditors that it could be trusted to enact
the reform promises in full.

Finance ministers and top officials of the euro-zone arriv-
ing for a key meeting on Greece’s package said they needed
more than a 13-page plan lacking full details and commit-
ments before they could approve providing billions in aid and
debt measures to keep the country afloat. “We are still a long
way out, both on the issue of content as on the tougher issue
of trust,” said Eurogroup President Jeroen Dijsselbloem. “On
paper it is not good enough yet - and even if it is good on
paper, then we still have the question: will it really happen?”

Austria’s Finance Minister Hans Joerg Schelling asked:
“What guarantees can Greece give that what is currently on
the table will also be implemented?” His Italian counterpart
Pier Carlo Padoan said the sides were not yet on the cusp of a

final deal. “It is not about striking a deal tonight,” he said
ahead of the meeting. Today, government leaders of the euro-
zone and of the 28-nation European Union, are set to have
summit meetings on what many have said was the last day to
avoid a financial implosion.

If there is to be a deal, “trust will be decisive,” said French
Finance Minister Michel Sapin. Greek Prime Minister Alexis
Tsipras at least got his parliament to pass the bailout propos-
als package with 251 votes in favor and 32 against early yes-
terday during a raucous session, in the face of opposition
stronger than the vote implies.

Tsipras said that the legislature “has given the government
a strong mandate to complete the negotiation,” adding that
“what matters now is the positive outcome.” European
Commissioner Pierre Moscovici said a collapse of the Greek
financial system would be felt far outside of Europe. “There
must be reform, solid reform and they have to be put in place
quickly,” he said. “It is also important for the global and

European economy,” Moscovici said as he arrived for the meet-
ing. Making more concessions, though, will be tough on the
Greek government since the shadow of severe dissent from
governing lawmakers was already hanging over it. The plans
contain tax hikes and deep spending cuts, including on pen-
sions, that the six-month-old left-wing government had so far
resisted.    Without a deal Greece, already desperately low on
cash, its banks shut for the past two weeks and its population
restricted on cash withdrawals, risks crashing out of Europe’s
joint currency, the euro. It would be the first country to do so,
and the consequences for the country and global markets
would be unpredictable.

The austerity measures Tsipras is proposing are so far from
his radical left Syriza party’s policies that he faced severe dis-
sent in a late-night parliamentary debate that culminated in a
3:30 am  (0730 GMT) vote yesterday.

It comes less than a week after 61 percent of voters
opposed similar reforms, proposed by creditors, in a referen-

dum last Sunday. All opposition parties except the Nazi-
inspired Golden Dawn and the Communist Party voted in
favor. Tsipras said his government had made mistakes but that
he had negotiated as hard as he could.

“There is no doubt that for six months now we’ve been in
a war,” he said. “Now I have the feeling we’ve reached the ...
line. From here on there is a minefield, and I don’t have the
right to dismiss this or hide it from the Greek people.” The pro-
posed measures are certain to inflict more pain on the Greek
public. But if approved by Greece’s international creditors, the
deal would also provide longer-term financial support for a
nation that has endured six years of recession, and address
the country’s debt which the government has long argued is
unsustainable. If approved, Greece would get a three-year loan
package worth nearly $60 billion (53.5 billion euros) as well as
some form of debt relief. The country has relied on bailout
funding since losing access to financing from bond markets in
2010. — AP



WASHINGTON: There’s economic reality.
Then there’s the Chinese stock market. The
two usually occupy parallel universes. When
China’s economy was roaring along at double
digit rates in the 2000s, Chinese stocks floun-
dered. But starting in the summer of 2014, as
evidence of an economic slowdown gath-
ered, the Shanghai Composite index climbed
nearly 150 percent.

“The stock market has never been fully
aligned with the fundamentals,” says Yukon
Huang, senior associate at the Carnegie Asia
Program in Washington.

Now the Chinese stock bubble has burst
and Shanghai shares are in a free fall. They’ve
lost about 30 percent since peaking last
month. But economists don’t expect the mar-
ket meltdown to do much damage to the real
economy. “We don’t see it as a major macro-
economic issue,” Olivier Blanchard, the
International Monetary Fund’s research chief,
told reporters Thursday.

The IMF expects the Chinese economy
to grow 6.8 percent this year, unchanged
from the forecast it made in April, before

the market meltdown.
Prices in the stock market are supposed to

reflect business realities: the health of the
economy, the quality of the companies listed
on stock exchanges, the comparative allure of
alternative investments.

But in a communist country where the
government plays an oversized role in the
economy, investors pay more attention to sig-
nals coming from policymakers in Beijing
than to earnings reports, management shake-
ups and new product announcements.

During the booming 2000s, only politically
connected firms were allowed to list on stock
exchanges for the most part. Many of them
were run by insiders of dubious managerial
talent. The markets were dominated by ineffi-
cient state-owned companies.

Investors were especially wary of investing
in big government banks believed to be sink-
ing under the weight of bad loans. Stocks
went nowhere.

Transition?
The Chinese government is now trying to

manage an economic transition away from an
overreliance on exports and over-investment
in things like real estate and factories. The old
way left the country with too many vacant
houses, idle factories and corporate debt. The
government wants to nudge the economy
toward slower but steadier growth based on
spending by Chinese consumers. Talking up
the stock market became part of the plan. As
China’s real estate market cooled,  Chinese
with money to spare could invest in stocks
instead. If their portfolios grew, they’d feel
wealthier and more willing to spend. Chinese
companies could issue shares of stock and
use the proceeds to pay down debt.

So state media began encouraging
Chinese to buy stock, even as the country’s
economic outlook dimmed. The economy
grew 7.4 percent last year, the slowest pace
since 1990. It’s expected to decelerate further
this year. But authorities allowed investors to
borrow to buy ever-more shares.
Unsophisticated investors - more than a third
left school at the junior high level - got the
message and bought enthusiastically, taking

Chinese stocks to dangerous heights.
Now it’s all crashing down. Analysts say

the economy is unlikely to take a big hit. The
IMF’s Blanchard says most Chinese investors
didn’t spend their paper gains as stocks rose,
so they shouldn’t have to curb spending now.
Carnegie’s Huang notes that most investors
are still ahead: Despite the recent drop,
Shanghai stocks are still up more than 80 per-
cent over the past year. And the Chinese
stock market is small compared to the overall
economy, the world’s second biggest.

More damage has been done to the
credibility of government policymakers
who talked up stocks only to see them
crumble. Now they are desperately trying
to control the damage - suspending trad-
ing in hundreds of stocks, for instance, and
barring major shareholders from selling
their stakes.

“It’s pretty safe to say that Beijing’s appre-
ciation of how hard it is to control equity
prices is much greater today than it was a
month ago,” says Daniel Rosen, partner at
the Rhodium Group consultancy. —AP
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EXCHANGE RATES
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ASIAN COUNTRIES
Japanese Yen 2.487
Indian Rupees 4.778
Pakistani Rupees 2.980
Srilankan Rupees 2.269
Nepali Rupees 2.986
Singapore Dollar 224.490
Hongkong Dollar 39.126
Bangladesh Taka 3.899
Philippine Peso 6.717
Thai Baht 8.933

GCC COUNTRIES
Saudi Riyal 80.950
Qatari Riyal 83.386
Omani Riyal 788.460
Bahraini Dinar 806.160
UAE Dirham 82.648

ARAB COUNTRIES
Egyptian Pound - Cash 42.075
Egyptian Pound - Transfer 39.990
Yemen Riyal/for 1000 1.416
Tunisian Dinar 154.720
Jordanian Dinar 428.290
Lebanese Lira/for 1000 2.036
Syrian Lira 2.163
Morocco Dirham 31.440

EUROPEAN & AMERICAN COUNTRIES
US Dollar Transfer 303.400
Euro 335.560
Sterling Pound 469.970
Canadian dollar 239.270
Turkish lira 112.830
Swiss Franc 322.420
Australian Dollar 226.030
US Dollar Buying 302.200

CURRENCY BUY SELL

Europe
Belgian Franc 0.007909 0.008909
British Pound 0.464763 0.473763
Czech Korune 0.004524 0.016524
Danish Krone 0.041461 0.046461
Euro 0.333744 0.341744
Norwegian Krone 0.034126 0.039326
Romanian Leu 0.086961 0.086961
Slovakia 0.009041 0.019041
Swedish Krona 0.032062 0.037062
Swiss Franc 0.316958 0.327158
Turkish Lira 0.112500 0.119500

Australasia

Australian Dollar 0.218081 0.229581
New Zealand Dollar 0.197851 0.207351

America

Canadian Dollar 0.233902 0.242402

US Dollars 0.299050 0.303550
US Dollars Mint 0.299550 0.303550

Asia

Bangladesh Taka 0.003553 0.004153
Chinese Yuan 0.047440 0.050940
Hong Kong Dollar 0.037013 0.039763
Indian Rupee 0.004683 0.005073
Indonesian Rupiah 0.000019 0.000025
Japanese Yen 0.002414 0.002594
Kenyan Shilling 0.003151 0.003151
Korean Won 0.000260 0.000275
Malaysian Ringgit 0.076439 0.082439
Nepalese Rupee 0.003040 0.003210
Pakistan Rupee 0.002802 0.003082
Philippine Peso 0.006650 0.006930
Sierra Leone 0.000067 0.000073
Singapore Dollar 0.221553 0.227553
South African Rand 0.018454 0.026954
Sri Lankan Rupee 0.001827 0.002407
Taiwan 0.009688 0.009868
Thai Baht 0.008674 0.0009224

Arab

Bahraini Dinar 0.797648 0.805648
Egyptian Pound 0.039691 0.042521
Iranian Riyal 0.000084 0.000085
Iraqi Dinar 0.000189 0.000249
Jordanian Dinar 0.423269 0.430769
Kuwaiti Dinar 1.000000 1.000000
Lebanese Pound 0.000152 0.000252
Moroccan Dirhams 0.019837 0.043837
Nigerian Naira 0.001251 0.001886
Omani Riyal 0.781391 0.787071
Qatar Riyal 0.082556 0.083769
Saudi Riyal 0.080203 0.080903
Syrian Pound 0.001285 0.001505
Tunisian Dinar 0.152117 0.160117
Turkish Lira 0.112500 0.119500
UAE Dirhams 0.081555 0.082704
Yemeni Riyal 0.001370 0.001450

UAE Exchange Centre WLL

CURRENCIES TELEX TRANSFER PER 1000
Australian Dollar 207.36
Canadian Dollar 244.46
Swiss Franc 326.18
Euro 338.38
US Dollar 303.50
Sterling Pound 475.10
Japanese Yen 2.51
Bangladesh Taka 3.896
Indian Rupee 4.778
Sri Lankan Rupee 2.265
Nepali Rupee 2.986
Pakistani Rupee 2.980
UAE Dirhams 82.51
Bahraini Dinar 805.57
Egyptian Pound 39.66
Jordanian Dinar 431.16
Omani Riyal 787.12
Qatari Riyal 83.58
Saudi Riyal 80.85

Rate for Transfer Selling Rate
US Dollar 303.250
Canadian Dollar 243.490
Sterling Pound 473.225
Euro 338.135
Swiss Frank 286.820
Bahrain Dinar 805.655
UAE Dirhams 82.940
Qatari Riyals 90.940

Saudi Riyals 81.670
Jordanian Dinar 427.730
Egyptian Pound 39.104
Sri Lankan Rupees 2.267
Indian Rupees 4.769
Pakistani Rupees 2.980
Bangladesh Taka 3.893
Philippines Pesso 6.713
Cyprus pound 578.158
Japanese Yen 3.465
Syrian Pound 2.605
Nepalese Rupees 3.030
Malaysian Ringgit 80.830
Chinese Yuan Renminbi 49.220
Thai Bhat 9.970
Turkish Lira 112.975

GOLD
20 gram 232.990
10 gram 119.190
5  gram 60.280

D
id you know 43 percent of professionals do not see
themselves working for the same employer for the
next 2 years, while 61 percent are actively trying to

move to another organization, as stated in the Bayt.com
Job Satisfaction in the Middle East and North Africa. This is
actually an alarming fact for both employers and job seek-
ers. For employers, this means higher turnover rates and
for job seekers it could mean less job security.

Fortunately, the career experts at Bayt.com, the Middle
East’s leading job site, have gathered some information for
job seekers who are afraid of losing their job. This will help
you keep a job you love:

1. Know yourself
One of the oldest rules in the book is knowing yourself.

You may want to write down what you love to do or ask
people who work with you about your strengths and

weaknesses. This point is very important if you want to
keep your job and build a strong career.

2. Overcome your fear
The second step you need to do is to let go of fear.

According to author Paul Sweeney, “True success is over-
coming the fear of being unsuccessful.” Which is true, sit-
ting around and waiting for job insecurity to kick in will do
you no good. Instead, you need to put your fear aside and
to let go of that crippling feeling of anxiety in order to be
able to start planning for ways that could save you from
job insecurity. 

3. Stand out from others
After you’ve figured out your strengths and you let go

of your fear, you can create a strong and unique personal
brand in order to stand out from others. The point here is

to be irreplaceable. You have to aim for excellence and try
to show that you’re truly the best at what you do. You may
be a research analyst with a sharp eye for detail or a graph-
ic designer who can deliver top-quality work in the least
possible time. Whatever the problem is in a job hunt, the
answer is always personal branding!

4. Expand your skill set
Now that you’ve established a certain knowledge of

yourself and your talent, you can start expanding your skill
set. Start by attending seminars and workshops and read-
ing about things you may have never heard of before;
absorb a little knowledge of everything that’s connected
to your current job, even if remotely. 

5. Learn about the supply and demand of skills
Before you choose a skill or experience, keep this in

mind: What skills are supplied more than they are
demanded in the job market? Those are the ones you
might want to stay away from. Rather, you ought to look
for the skills that are demanded much more than they are
supplied. For this, you would want to check our recent sur-
vey, the Bayt.com Middle East Job Index survey, February
2015, or even Bayt.com’s Career Map - a great tool to see
what skills employers are looking for.

6. Learn about hiring practices
Finally, we recommend that you learn about the mar-

ket and industry that you are working in. Look for what
employers in your industry are looking for. You will find
some interesting insights in the Bayt.com Hiring Practices
in the Middle East and North Africa survey, June 2015. In
short, make yourself an option for demand and enjoy a
strong, secure career!

Six proven ways to keep your job

Kuwait oil price rises
77 cents to $55.77

KUWAIT: Price of the Kuwaiti crude oil rose 77 cents to
$55.77 per barrel on Friday as compared to $55 pb on
Thursday, Kuwait Petroleum Corporation (KPC) said
yesterday.  Prices recovered yesterday thanks to stabili-
ty of stocks on the Chinese market, a state of uncertain-
ty on Iran’s nuclear negotiations and the drop of the
dollar against other major currencies. Meanwhile,
OPEC’s daily basket price stood at $55.54 a barrel
Thursday, compared with $53.78 the previous day, the
cartel reported on Friday. Yearly average price of
OPEC’s crude stood at $96.29 pb. 

KSE lackluster
Trading at Kuwait Stock Exchange (KSE), over the

last week, was generally lackluster amid continuing liq-
uidity decline and growing speculations. Al-Oula bro-
kerage company said in a report yesterday that the KSE
closed Thursday’s session, with the price index falling
17.4 to 6,139.2 points, but the weighted index rose
0.73, likewise Kuwait-15, 1.61 points. Investors’ absten-
tion from trading in anticipation of companies’ finan-
cial disclosures for Q2 negatively affected the market.
Daily liquidity since start of Ramadan remained in the
range of KD nine million only. 

LONDON: Prime Minister David Cameron wants Britain to
be able to opt out of some EU employment legislation as
part of his renegotiation with Brussels, media reports said
yesterday.

Cameron has embarked on a drive to renegotiate the
country’s relationship with the EU on issues such as wel-
fare, migration and competitiveness before holding an
in/out referendum before the end of 2017.

Yesterday the Telegraph and Times newspapers said, as
part of the talks, Cameron would call for the right to con-
trol Britain’s employment laws, including rules on working
time limits and equal rights for temporary workers. “This is
just more of the speculation we said there would be dur-
ing the negotiation,” a spokeswoman for Cameron’s
Downing Street office said.

“The prime minister has ... made clear that cutting back
on unnecessary EU regulation is part of making Europe
more competitive.”

Cameron’s bid to reshape Britain’s relationship with
Europe has so far focused mainly on limiting welfare bene-
fits for migrants, leaving some eurosceptic members of his
party to complain that the prime minister was not being
ambitious enough in his demands.

Britain had previously secured the right to opt out of
some legislation covering social and employment rules,
but this was given up by former Prime Minister Tony Blair.

The opposition Labor party, which is generally more
pro-European, said the mooted demands appeared to be
aimed at keeping Cameron’s Conservative Party happy,
rather than improving Britain’s relationship with the EU.
“Tearing up rights at work is no basis for winning support
to stay in a reformed EU, which is what the prime minister
claims is his objective,” said Pat McFadden, Labour’s
spokesman for Europe. — Reuters

Chinese stocks vs reality 
Shares are untethered to economy

BEIJING: Chinese investors play cards as they sit in a brokerage house in Beijing on Friday. Asian stocks rose for a second day on Friday as the Greek government proposed a
broad financial overhaul to its creditors and Beijing’s attempts to arrest a sharp slide in the Chinese market appeared to be working. However, most Asian markets were still
in the red from a week earlier. — AP
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Cameron to seek
opt-out of EU

employment laws 
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WASHINGTON: Federal Reserve Chair Janet Yellen
reiterated her view Friday that the central bank will
likely begin raising interest rates before the end of
2015. “I expect that it will be appropriate at some point
later this year to take the first step to raise the federal
funds rate and thus begin normalizing monetary poli-
cy,” she said in a speech in Cleveland, Ohio.

Yellen, however, remained cautious, saying she still
saw slack in the jobs market, which has been a key fac-
tor in how the Fed approaches its first rate hike since

2006. “We will be watching carefully to see if there is
continued improvement in  labor market conditions,
and we will need to be reasonably confident that infla-
tion will move back to two percent in the next few
years,” she said.

She also stressed that the move toward a tighter
monetary policy would be gradual and that Fed policy
would need to remain supportive of economic growth
“for quite some time.”

The Fed has kept its benchmark federal funds rate

at zero since the end of 2008 to help pull the economy
back from the Great Recession.

Since early last year the Fed had been expected to
move on rates around mid-2015, but the stall in the
economy in the first quarter of the year, and the tepid
rebound from that, have delayed the decision.

Addressing the City Club of Cleveland, Yellen said
that the economy is near the point where it does not
need the support of rates at such an extraordinarily
low level.

But she made clear that she and other Fed policy-
makers want to see data over the coming weeks to
confirm that. Even with the US unemployment rate
now down to 5.3 percent, its lowest level since April
2008, she said there was still some slack in the US jobs
market.

“It is my judgment that the lower level of the
unemployment rate today probably does not fully
capture the extent of slack remaining in the labor mar-
ket-in other words, how far away we are from a full-
employment economy,” she said, according to her pre-
pared remarks.

She pointed to the very low level of participation
in the active work force, the high number of people in
part-time jobs, and the relatively slow pace of hiring.
On the other hand, while wage growth, a key sign of
the tightness of the labor market, has been weak, she
noted “tentative hints of a pickup” that could point to
more firm gains in the jobs market.

Even so, she said, “I think a significant number of
individuals still are not seeking work because they per-
ceive a lack of good job opportunities, and that a
stronger economy would draw some of them back
into the labor force.” 

She also noted continuing weakness in business
investment and residential construction. And she said
that Greece’s economic crisis adds to uncertainty
about the economic outlook. — AFP

Fed’s Yellen sees rate 
hike ‘later this year’

‘It’s time to normalize monetary policy’

WASHINGTON: Federal Reserve Chair Janet Yellen speaks during a news conference following
a Federal Open Market Committee meeting in Washington. — AP

ASHGABAT: Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on a visit to
Turkmenistan yesterday backed
stronger energy ties with the gas-rich
ex-Soviet state.  Meeting Turkmen
President Gurbanguly
Berdymukhamedov for talks in
Ashgabat, the Indian premier backed an
ambitious project to build a pipeline
from Turkmenistan to deliver its vast
energy resources to India.

The long-planned gas pipeline proj-
ect, named TAPI, would be “a key pillar
of economic engagement between the
two countries”  and have a “transforma-
tional impact”, the leaders said in a joint
statement released on Modi’s website.
The leaders “reaffirmed their strong
commitment towards timely implemen-
tation of this strategic project for the
common benefit of peoples of the four
countries”.

Berdymukhamedov said after the
talks that the gas pipeline project “is
already entering the final stage and
soon we will start the practical imple-
mentation.” “We are standing on the
threshold of a remarkable event,” the

Turkmen leader said. “Apart from the
economic rationale for all the partici-
pants in the project, TAPI is aimed at
making a large contribution to strength-
ening stability in the region,” he said,
adding it would create 12,000 new jobs
in Turkmenistan’s neighbor Afghanistan.

Berdymukhamedov thanked Modi
for India’s “steady support for the TAPI
project and its constructive position at
all the preparatory stages.” In a gesture
of friendship towards India,
Berdymukhamedov said a statue of
Mahatma Gandhi and a traditional
Indian medicine and yoga centre would
be opened later in Turkmenistan’s show-
piece capital Turkmenistan, which bor-
ders Iran, has the fourth largest reserves
of natural gas in the world but suffers
from a lack of pipeline infrastructure.
The TAPI pipeline is set to cross
Afghanistan and pump gas to Pakistan
and India.

The 1,800 kilometre (1,100 mile)
pipeline project valued at up to $10
billion however faces security con-
cerns in Afghanistan and ballooning
costs. —AFP

India, Turkmenistan
back stronger

energy ties

ASHKHABAD: Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi (second left) shakes hands
with Turkmenistan’s President Gurbanguly Berdymukhamedov during a sign-
ing ceremony following their meeting in Ashkhabad yesterday. —AFP 

French parliament adopts divisive economic reforms
PARIS: France’s parliament adopted a key package of
economic reforms Friday, after an agonizing passage
in which the government forced the measures
through the house without a vote three times.

Prime Minister Manuel Valls on Thursday again
resorted to a little-used constitutional procedure to
push through the reforms-which are seen as vital to
energise France’s sluggish economy-without lawmak-
ers voting. The Socialist government survived two
confidence votes in less than six months over the
move, but this time the opposition did not submit a
censure motion, and the law is now considered for-
mally adopted.

“Our economy is, as we know, hampered by block-
ages. We must remove them and tackle them
methodically,” Valls said. “It is perhaps even more use-
ful today, at a time when the world is confronted with
the Greek crisis but also the worrying situation in

China. We must do everything for growth and activity.”
With growth estimated at a meagre one to 1.2 per-

cent this year and unemployment rates stuck at 10
percent, the government was in a hurry to implement
the law in a bid to revitalize the economy.

However, the proposals proved highly divisive
from the beginning and a group of between 30 and
40 MPs on the left flank of the Socialist Party vowed to
vote against the package, regarding it as too right-
wing. To avoid this, Valls first chose to force through
the measures in February, doing the same when the
law returned to the National Assembly in June.

Both times the government faced subsequent con-
fidence votes that risked bringing it down.  The legisla-
tive package is the brainchild of Economy Minister
Emmanuel Macron, a former banker, and the govern-
ment sees it as vital to pep up the moribund economy,
the second biggest in the euro-zone.

The reforms also provoked anger on the street,
sparking the rare sight of white-collar workers such as
notaries and pharmacists marching through the
streets demanding the bill be shelved.

Their professions are among those which are tradi-
tionally protected, but which the “Macron law”-made
up of some 300 articles-aims to open up to competi-
tion. One of the key planks of the package allows
shops in certain tourist zones notably the Champs
Elysees in Paris-to open every Sunday of the year. The
package is also viewed as crucial in Brussels, where the
EU has urged France to reform in order to bring down
its ballooning budget deficit, which is far above
European limits.

“We need this text for more jobs and growth,”
stressed President Francois Hollande in June, vowing
to have the laws on the statute book by French nation-
al day, July 14. — AFP

The map of Europe is represented on a euro coin and banknotes. Greece’s international creditors believe its latest
debt proposals are positive enough to be the basis for a new bailout worth 74 billion euros, an EU source said.—AFP

Cyclones cut Madagascar’s 
2015 economic forecast 

ANTANANARIVO: Cyclones that hit Madagascar earlier in
the year have trimmed its 2015 economic growth forecast to
3.4 percent from 5.0 percent, the country said in its budget
proposals, which include higher spending. One of Africa’s
poorest countries, Madagascar hopes to speed up economic
growth by developing its natural resources. But it has strug-
gled to attract foreign investors in recent years because of
both political instability and falling commodity prices.

Years of instability have deterred foreigners from devel-
oping Madagascar’s deposits of nickel, titanium, cobalt, iron,
coal and uranium. Lately, a new mining law has been
bogged down in parliament. It may be passed in October.

“Several factors have affected the macroeconomic envi-
ronment early in the year, such as the hurricanes with its
impact on economic sectors and weak tax revenues. That
has upset the macroeconomic and budgetary targets,” the
Finance Amendment bill seen by Reuters late on Thursday
said. “Economic growth is revised to 3.4 percent in 2015
against an initial forecast of 5.0 percent”.

Madagascar’s economy grew 3.3 percent in 2014. The
budget proposal, approved by the cabinet last week, said
year-on-year inflation was likely to rise to 8.1 percent from an
earlier forecast of 7.1 percent. “This increase is due to rising
oil prices on the international market, and weather impacts
at the beginning of the year,” it said.

Government spending will rise to 5.17 trillion ariary
($1.64 billion), the proposal said, a 21 percent increase over
2014’s budget. It forecasts revenue collection of 3.64 trillion
ariary, a drop of 8 percent from 2014. Madagascar’s cabinet
approved the proposal last week. The date for its submission
is yet to be determined. The proposal said the government
will plug the deficit using yet-to-be specified internal inputs
totalling 532.6 billion ariary and by external resources
totalling 804.9 billion ariary. —Reuters

Making a drachma
out of a crisis 

ATHENS: For many, Greece’s near-implosion and future-in-
the-balance crisis is no laughing matter. But in several
quarters-not least among wry Greeks themselves-jokes are
flourishing. Here is a small selection of humor making the
rounds, inside and outside the country:

Greece’s capital? 
On Reddit, an online bulletin board community, the

reigning joke is: “What is the capital of Greece?”
The dry answer: “About 20 euros.”  Another gag, this

time on Twitter: “What’s a Grecian urn? A lot less than he
did two years ago.”

Greek jokes
Inside Greece, the humour points to its citizens’ irre-

pressible cheekiness, even in times of trouble.  “Hey, nice
tan!,” says one joke that has gone viral. “Did you spend the
weekend at Psarou beach (a VIP spot on Mykonos island)?”
“No. I got it from waiting in line for the cash machine.”
Facebook is a popular venue for letting off steam. One post
going around on the network reads that “Berlin has reser-
vations about our bailout proposals-it might also want our
kidneys.”

Puerto Rico 
This one went down less well with Greeks.  At an event

in Frankfurt on Thursday, Bloomberg reported, German
Finance Minister Wolfgang Schaeuble joked with his US
counterpart Jack Lew that the two should swap their
respective debt problem childs: Greece for Puerto Rico. “I
offered my friend Jack Lew these days that we could take
Puerto Rico into the euro-zone if the US were willing to
take Greece into the dollar union,” Schauble was quoted as
saying.
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KUWAIT: Kuwait Stock Exchange (KSE)
ended last week in the red zone. The
Price Index closed at 6,139.22 points,
down by 0.69 percent from the week
before closing, the Weighted Index
decreased by 0.15 percent after clos-
ing at 418.30 points, whereas the KSX-
15 Index closed at 1,016.46 points
down by 0.16 percent. Furthermore,
last week’s average daily turnover
decreased by 10.64 percent, compared
to the preceding week, reaching KD
9.22 million, whereas trading volume
average was 84.52 million shares,
recording an increase of 0.07 percent.

The stock market indicators contin-
ued its losses for the fourth consecu-
tive week, as a result to the continued
speculative trading and the strong sell-
ing operations that concentrated on
many small-cap and large-cap stocks,
in addition to the quick profit collec-
tion operations executed during the
daily sessions whenever some stocks
realize gains.

The stock market is witnessing this
period a state of abundance and
refrain from trading by some traders,
waiting for the listed companies’ first
half results, which is expected to be
disclosed during the upcoming weeks.

Moreover, the stock market initiat-
ed the week’s trading activity with
mixed closing to the three indices,
whereas the Price Index was able to
end the session in the green zone,
benefiting from the speculation opera-
tions executed on few small-cap
stocks, while the Weighted and KSX-15
indices could not increase, to record a
drop affected by the selling operations
executed on a number of the leading
stocks.  Also, the stock indicators con-
tinued its fluctuation in the second
session, whereas the Price Index
declined by the end of the session
affected by the profit collection opera-
tions, while the Weighted and KSX-15
indices realized good gains as a result
to the purchasing power that included
some leading stocks.

In addition, the stock market wit-
nessed in the mid-week session a drop
to the three indices in light of the
noticeable decline in the trading indi-
cators, especially the cash liquidity
which declined to its lowest level in a
year, among selling operations includ-
ed many large-cap and small-cap
stocks together.  On Wednesday’s ses-
sion, the stock market was able to real-
ize a grouped growth to the three
indices, supported by the collection
and purchasing powers that included
many stocks, in light of a noticeable
increase in the trading activity, espe-
cially the value which increased by
nearly 115 percent compared to the
previous session.  However on
Thursday’s session, the stock market
returned for the losses zone, whereas
the Price Index declined due to the
profit collection operations executed
on some small-cap stocks, whilst the
Weighted and KSX-15 indices contin-
ued its upward direction supported by
the continued purchasing power con-
centrating on the heavy stocks, which
contributed to lightening its weekly
losses.

The market cap for Kuwait Stock
Exchange reached by the end of last
week to K.D. 27.86 billion, declining by
0.68 percent compared to its level in a
week before.  On an annual level, the
capital value of the listed companies
declined by 0.41 percent from its value
at end of 2014, where it reached then

KD 27.98 billion.
As far as KSE annual performance,

the Price Index ended last week
recording 6.07 percent annual loss
compared to its closing in 2014, while
the Weighted Index decreased by 4.69
percent, and the KSX-15 recorded 4.10
percent loss.

Sectors’ Indices
Seven of KSE’s sectors ended last

week in the red zone, while three
recorded increases, whereas the Basic

Materials and Telecommunication sec-
tors’ indices closed with no change
from the week before. The Oil & Gas
sector headed the losers list as its
index declined by 2.05 percent to end
the week’s activity at 897.01 points.
The Technology sector was second on
the losers’ list, which index declined by
1.95 percent, closing at 895.49 points,
followed by the Consumer Services
sector, as its index closed at 1,037.95
points at a loss of 1.87 percent. The
Banks sector was the least declining as

its index closed at 968.12 points with a
0.16 percent decrease. 

On the other hand, last week’s
highest gainer was the Health Care
sector, achieving 1.15 percent growth
rate as its index closed at 884.50
points. Whereas, in the second place,
the Real Estate sector’s index closed at
1,002.58 points recording 0.28 percent
increase, followed by the Insurance
sector as its index closed at 1,141.27
points recording 0.24  percent
increase.

Sectors’ Activity
The Real Estate sector dominated

a total trade volume of around
182.73 mill ion shares changing
hands during last week, represent-
ing 43.21 percent of the total market
trading volume. The Financial
Services sector was second in terms
of trading volume as the sector’s
traded shares were 34.27 percent of
last week’s total trading volume,
with a total of around 144.93 million
shares. 

On the other hand, the Banks sec-
tor’s stocks were the highest traded
in terms of value; with a turnover of
around KD 13.26 million or 28.76
percent of last week’s total market
trading value. The Real Estate sector
took the second place as the sector’s
last week turnover was approx. KD
9.57 million representing 20.75 per-
cent of the total market trading val-
ue.-Prepared by the Studies &
Research Department, Bayan
Investment Co.

Kuwait bourse faces selling pressure
BAYAN WEEKLY MARKET REPORT

NEW YORK: Wall Street endured a turbulent
week dominated by the Greek debt drama,
Chinese stock market volatility and an hours-
long shutdown of the New York Stock Exchange.
Through it all, US stocks swung dramatically at
times only to finish little-changed. For the week,
the Dow Jones Industrial Average added 30.30
points (0.17 percent) at 17,760.41. The broad-
based S&P 500 lost a scant 0.16 (0.01 percent) at
2,076.62, while the tech-rich Nasdaq Composite
Index fell 11.51 (0.23 percent) to 4,997.70.
Greece remained at the forefront after a decisive
referendum vote against creditor-designed aus-
terity measures dented hopes for a quick resolu-
tion to the crisis, prompting a global stock selloff
Monday.

But sentiment remained fluid, and stocks ral-
lied by Friday after Athens submitted a reform
proposal that offered key concession on taxes
and pensions. 

All eyes will be on this weekend’s negotia-
tions. “If they really do get a deal hammered out,
I would expect the market to rally very strongly,”
said Tom Cahill, a portfolio strategist at Ventura
Wealth Management. Ifa deal is not struck with
creditors, the risks are that Greece could default
on its debts, its banks could crumble, and it could
be forced from the euro-zone.

But in the event of an exit from the euro-zone,
“I think there would be a considerable markdown
in the US stock market,” Cahill said. “The markets
have not come to terms with a Grexit, so hopeful-

ly there isn’t one.”
China was Wall Street’s other main preoccupa-

tion, with plunges in the Chinese stock market
on Tuesday and Wednesday pressuring US stocks
as well on worries of a deeper slowdown in the
world’s second biggest economy. But as with
Greece, the view of China improved by the
week’s end after rescue measures undertaken by
the Chinese government sparked a strong rally in
Shanghai. 

But some are skeptical the worst is over. “I
would say the decline is not complete because
bubbles don’t end that easily,” said Hugh
Johnson of Hugh Johnson Advisors.

Tech glitch freezes NYSE 
The week’s most unexpected episode was a

shutdown of nearly four hours on the New York
Stock Exchange on Wednesday due to problems
with new software installed on its systems. The
outage briefly overshadowed Greece and China,
but had little real impact as traders simply routed
orders from affected NYSE platforms to the
Nasdaq and other completely electronic
exchanges.

Analysts said the outage ended up being a
non-event for most investors, though it under-
scored the diminished importance of the NYSE’s
main trading platform. “What’s extremely inter-
esting is that there was practically no change in
stocks due to the glitch,” said Gregori Volokhine,
president of Meeschaert Capital Markets. “If this

had happened 12 years ago, there would have
been panic.”

Major corporate stories included health insurer
Aetna’s $37 billion deal to acquire rival Humana in
a transaction that some analysts believe could
lead to further consolidation in the industry.

Procter & Gamble announced plans to sell 43
beauty and fragrance brands to Coty in a deal
valuing the assets at about $12.5 billion. The
move is part of the consumer products giant’s
effort to streamline secondary brands to better
promote best-sellers like Gillette razors and Head
& Shoulders shampoo.

US-listed Chinese companies like E-commerce
giant Alibaba and Internet search company
Baidu felt the effects of the upheaval in Chinese
markets, swooning when Shanghai tumbled and
rallying when equities in the home market went
back up.  Worries about China were also seen as
driving  weakness in Apple, which fell five
straight sessions before rallying Friday. Apple has
targeted China as a major market for its iPhone.
Earnings season got underway with reports from
aluminum producer Alcoa, PepsiCo and others.
Next week’s calendar includes reports from
General Electric, Delta Air Lines and JPMorgan
Chase and other giant banks.  Federal Reserve
Chair Janet Yellen is scheduled to appear before
congressional panels for a pair of semi-annual
hearings on Capitol Hill. Major data releases
include retail sales and housing starts, both for
June. —AFP

NEW YORK: Trader Eric Schumacher stands under an electronic display on
the floor of the New York Stock Exchange. —AP

Market ends dramatic 
week little-changed

WALL STREET WEEKLY REPORT
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KUWAIT: At two O’clock Thursday, July 09, 2015, the
volume of the Norwegian pension fund — the sover-
eign fund —- amounted to $862.5 billion with invest-
ments entirely abroad and a publicized strategy. Its
investments are distributed to 60 percent stocks, 35
percent fixed income, and 5 percent real estate.
Geographically, they are distributed as follows: 39 per-
cent Europe, 39 percent North America, 18 percent
Asia, and 4 percent rest of the world. All this informa-
tion is derived from the site (www.nbim.no) which is
available to all and is updated in minutes with every
decision made. Its investments on 3/3/2015 were very
close to its objectives: 62.5 percent stocks, 35.3 per-
cent bonds-fixed income- and 2.3 percent real estate. 

Last week, in a closed session to the National
Assembly, and in one day in the year in the end of the
legislative term, the government presented what has
been wrongly called the ‘State’s Financial Position’
while in fact it is nothing more than a presentation to
the total components of the Future Generations
Reserve and the General Reserve. It has been custom-
ary to leak the black box information after every secret
session. We cannot confirm its precision or even its
accuracy.  

However, we cannot but document the leaked
information after subjecting it to a logic test. The
leaked information estimates the future generations’
reserves at about $ 400 billion and the general reserve
at $ 144 billion, a total of $ 544 billion for both. This
figure is close to a figure published recently at $548
billion. Added to this number, are other assets the
details of which haven’t been made public, with a val-
ue of around $48 billion. With the assumption that the
liabilities with a value of $63 billion will be deducted
from the total assets value, the net balance will be
close to the value of the combined total  of the
reserves accounts. We can neither confirm its value nor
its components details. It does not seem to be related
to the domestic development plan. Neither do we
know its role in making local human capabilities, nor
the role of local institution in it, nor achievement tar-
gets and its success or failure. 

The details  of  the black box philosophy are
unknown until a tragedy occurs. The pretext that pub-
lishing figures and announcing goals open the eyes of
third parties to claim a share therein is invalid because
costs of mismanagement and corruption with such
philosophy are much higher. What happened at the
Social Securities’ Institution provides the best example.
Clean and competent managements do not fear trans-
parency; on the contrary, they support it because their
interest lies in showing their achievements. Strong
governments do not fear third parties’ pressures,
either. Their decision is connected to the will of the
people. Shared third parties obtain them, external
pressures on the government are futile. 

Fifteen years ago, a beautiful idea from a group of
specialists emerged backed by some officials. The idea
called for creating a work team and coordination
among all institutions that manage public funds such
as KIA, Public Institution of Social Securities, Kuwait
Petroleum Corporation (KPC), the Central Bank of
Kuwait, and Kuwait Fund for Economic and Social
Development. The aim was to unify the decision-mak-
ing mechanism, unifying supervision and accounting
systems, unifying follow up and evaluation reports and
making periodic comparisons among them, and unify-
ing negotiations forces between similar investments
for all or some of these institutions. The proposal tend-
ed to approve a by law by reward and punishment
including the appointment and changing of officials in
accordance with the criteria of ethical and competent
performance and comparison among the said institu-
tions. But the unstable Public Administration aborted
the proposal while under preparation. Perhaps the fea-
tures of the long term financial deficit which threatens
of wearing those reserves as in the end of the 1990s
are more than enough to revive that old and lovely
proposal.  

General Budget and Financial Deficit 
Sound conclusions expressed by officials who

approved the general budget 2015/2016 three months
beyond its due date. They could have been better than
sound statements had they been associated with an
action plan to counter its likely repercussions. The
Minister of Finance says in a statement: ‘We are facing
a difficult situation at present that urges us to think
seriously in starting the financial reform operations to
control our general current expenditures and to diver-
sify revenues sources so that the budget will not con-
tinue to be under the mercy of oil market develop-
ments. The Minister adds: I indicated more than once
the impossible continuity of the state’s public finance
as is and that the budget deficit is inevitable and is
expected by world institutions to happen between
2017 and 2021”. He also stated in another location
what implies that the world institutions’ estimates
were optimistic and the preliminary statements of the
state’s closing account of the past f iscal  year
2014/2015 indicate actual deficit by about KD 2,314
million. 

We do not want to judge the past. But the unsus-
tainable situation is a local industry during unfettered
financial policy with the expansion of its worst compo-
nent when the expansion in annual growth rate scored
about 13 percent. Throughout 10 years, warnings from
imminent collision of the public finance with the wall
which the Minister of Finance is complaining against
have not ceased. The complaint of the Minister of
Finance is a positive sign for awareness, albeit late. But
who is the complaint to? Solutions should come with
complaints.  But indicators are uncomfor table.
Endorsing the budget came three months after it
became effective while we are supposed to have three
budgets approved in advance. Salaries and the like
consume 52 percent of its expenditures and 20 per-
cent go to subsidies. The remaining 28 percent go to
public expenditures. As this pattern of expenses is
impossible to sustain, the remaining does not meet
the minimum limit for achieving any growth objective. 

In fact, figures indicate that there is no relationship
between public expenditure and the development
plan. Out of 501 projects financed by the budget, 77
percent thereof are unrelated to the development
plan, according to the Budgets Committee Report,
perhaps due to the criteria mentioned by the
Secretary General of the Higher Planning Board and as
such are considered waste in resources and are not
projects. 

Let us assume that deficit figures in the budget of
FY 2014/2015 came better than the preliminary figures

stated by the Minister of Finance, or even achieved a
surplus; and let us assume that the expenditures of the
current budget by about KD 19.17 billion and its rev-
enues in the amount of KD 12.2 billion, with a hypo-
thetical deficit, without discounting the amount for-
warded to the future generations reserve, by about
KD7 billion, came better or even achieved surplus, will
that drive us to forget the impossible continuity. In
fact, the difference is not about the impossible conti-
nuity but about its timing. Costs of producing one bar-
rel of oil are KD2.515 now but are increasing; its local
consumption is also increasing; the new arrivals to the
labor market will double in 16 years, and the oil prices
will not return to 2013 levels in the foreseeable future.
The solution does not lie in simple reminders and
complaints alone. 

Trading features at KSE
Kuwait Clearing Company issued its report titled

“Trading Volume According to Nationality” for the peri-
od of 01/01/2015 to 30/06/2015, which was published
on Kuwait Stock Exchange’s (KSE) official website. The
report indicated that individual investors are still the
prevailing group though their share is declining, and
captured 50.3 percent of total value of sold shares
(52.1 percent for the first half of 2014) and 47.2 per-
cent of total value of purchased shares (45.9 percent
for the first half of 2014). Individual investors sold
shares worth KD 1.231 billion and purchased shares
worth KD 1.155 billion, with a net trading, more sell-
ing, by KD 67.044 million. 

Corporations and companies sector captured 28.8
percent of total value of purchased shares (28.3 per-
cent for the same period 2014) and 26.3 percent of
total value of sold shares (20 percent for the same peri-
od 2014). The sector purchased shares worth KD
703.483 million and sold shares worth KD 642.603 mil-
lion with a net trading, more purchasing, by KD 60.879
million. 

The third contributor to market liquidity is  the
clients’ accounts sector (portfolios) which captured
15.5 percent of total value of sold shares (19.9 percent
for the same period 2014) and 14.6 percent of total
value of purchased shares (15.4 percent for the same
period 2014). The sector sold shares worth KD 379.356
million and purchased shares worth KD 357.123 mil-
lion, thus making its net trading, selling, by KD 22.233
million. 

The last contributor to liquidity is the investment
funds sector which captured 9.4 percent of total value
of purchased shares (10.5 percent for the same period
2014) and 7.9 percent of total value of sold shares (8.1
percent for the same period 2014). The sector pur-
chased shares worth KD 230.365 million and sold
shares worth KD 192.967 million making its net trad-
ing, purchasing, by KD 37.397 million. 

KSE continues to be a domestic stock exchange
with Kuwaiti traders forming the biggest trading
group by selling shares worth KD 2.133 billion, captur-
ing 87.2 percent of total value of sold shares (89.1 per-
cent for the same period 2014), and purchased shares
worth KD 2.070 billion capturing 84.6 percent of total

value of purchased shares (83.4 percent for the same
period 2014). As such, their net trading, the only one
selling, scored KD 62.241 million, meaning that the
Kuwaiti traders’ level of confidence is the least in their
stock market. 

Other investors’ share, out of total value of pur-
chased shares, scored 11.6 percent (13 percent for the
same period 2014). They purchased what is worth KD

284.254 million while value of their sold shares scored
KD 235.037 million, or by 9.6 percent of total value of
sold shares, (8.1 percent for the same period 2014).
Thus, their net trading, more purchasing, scored KD
49.217 million. 

GCC investors’ share out of total value of purchased
shares formed 3.7 percent (3.6 percent for the same
period 2014), worth KD 91.459 million, while percent-

age of their sold shares scored 3.2 percent (2.9 percent
for the same period 2014), worth KD 78.435 million.
Their net trading was, purchasing, by KD 13.024 mil-
lion.  

Relative distribution among nationalities changed
slightly from the previous period: 85.9 percent for
Kuwaitis, 10.6 percent for traders from other nationali-
ties and 3.5 percent for GCC traders versus 86.3 per-
cent for Kuwaitis, 10.5 percent for other nationalities
and 3.2 percent for GCC traders as at the end of the
first half of 2014. This means Kuwait stock exchange
remained domestic though with more trading by for-
eign investors and investors from outside the GCC
than from the GCC with trading prevalence to individ-
uals. 

Number of active trading accounts between the
end of December 2014 and the end of June 2015
decreased by -4.9 percent, (compared with a larger
drop by -70.4 percent between the end of December
2013 and the end of June 2014). Number of active
trading accounts in the end of June 2015 scored about
58,019 accounts, or 16.2 percent of total accounts,
compared with 39,556 accounts in the end of June
2014, or 11.9 percent of total accounts, and increased
by 46.7 percent between the end of June 2014 and the
end of June 2015, and drop -36.5 percent over May’s
level in one month, as a result of the holy month of
Ramadan, which is usually accompanied by weak per-
formance and lower liquidity. 

The Greek crisis and Its lessons 
Greeks voted by a big ‘NO’ to the austerity program

imposed by its other 18 euro partners. While the Greek
Prime Minister gave the impression that this No will
support his negotiating position with his European
partners, those partners gave him a period until next

Sunday July 12, 2015 to come up with an acceptable
proposal. The dilemma is in the advanced positions
and judgments between the two parties. The prevail-
ing impression about Greeks for centuries is their non-
compliance. The 8 crises of Greece took an average of
10 years each to solve while the average was one year
for Germany. Ironically, the support for Greece to solve
its problem is financed mainly by Germany whose

Chancellor imposed her controlled vision and man-
aged to extinguish 4 fires in Italy, Spain, Portugal and
Ireland. She believes it is in a better position now to
endure the exit of Greece from the Euro instead of
spoiling its other four achievements. 

On the contrary, Greece believes it offered all pos-
sible endurable sacrifices. Its gross domestic product
(GDP) lost 25 percent of its level since the outbreak of
the crisis due to austerity. Youth unemployment is
above 50 percent, and a quarter of the parents are
unemployed as well. Pensions of grandfathers also
suffered. This miserable condition drove people to
vote with No with majority. Though exit from the Euro
represents economic suicide in the short to the medi-
um terms, people believed they have nothing else to
lose, which is a wrong assumption because if Greece
loses the European custody and returns to the
Drachma, it will need many years of subsided confi-
dence, sharp decline in the real income due to infla-
tion and increased rates of unemployment and immi-
gration. 

The lessons derived from the Greek experiment are
in the benefits of discipline, compliance, evils of loose
policies, bad and corrupt management. History as
well as the present makes its partners disbelieve what
it proposes or does. Therefore, it, apart from the other
troubled countries, whose economy reform was belat-
ed and it is the one who pays the cost. 

In Kuwait, the Secretary General of the Higher
Planning Board disclosed to Al-Qabas newspaper that
Kuwait lived for 8 years without development or plan-
ning. The former development plans were nothing,
just combining projects without connection and irrel-
evant to the Plan’s goals. He created 62 criteria which
reduced the number of projects which are related to
the Plan and its goals from 1200 projects to just 100,
ie 8.3 percent only. Similarly, Chairman of the parlia-
mentary Budgets Committee declared that 77 percent
of the present projects have nothing to do with the
Development Plan. 

In brief, the present Plan is a failure in advance.
The financial policy, the most important economic
policy instruments in Kuwait, is irrelevant to the
Development Plan because most projects it finances
do not contribute to achieving the Plan’s goals. What
is regrettable is that the Secretary General of the
Higher Planning Board reverted from his correct
words despite the government’s official announce-
ment last year that it failed to achieve the former
Plan’s goals due to the correct justifications stated by
the Secretary General. In his second contradictory
statement he said that Kuwait-or Greece, no differ-
ence-is well known for its commitment to planning.
As a result, he was applauded by his colleagues at the
GCC. Kuwait lost the custody of oil which allowed,
during its prosperity, much wrong doing. Perhaps
Kuwait has lost the last real reform chance with
endurable costs. The Secretary General’s statement
and its annulment in 48 hours reaffirm that Kuwait’s
commitment history, present and future are not well. 

The weekly performance of KSE 
The performance of Kuwait Stock Exchange (KSE)

for the last week was mixed, where the indices of the
trade volume and the general  index,  show an
increase, while the trade value, and number of trans-
actions show a decrease. AlShall Index (value index)
closed at 418.3 points at the closing of last Thursday,
showing an increase of about 0.9 points or about 0.2
percent compared with its level last week, while it’s a
decrease by 25.7 points or about 5.8 percent com-
pared with the end of 2014. 

Need to unify decision-making mechanism
AL-SHALL WEEKLY ECONOMIC REPORT
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KUWAIT: Zain Group, the leading telecom
innovator across the Middle East and Africa
announces the promotion of Mohammad
Abdal as the Chief Communications Officer
(CCO) at Zain Group. The newly created execu-
tive role will see him head three significant
divisions within Zain Group: namely Investor
Relations, Corporate Communications, and
Corporate Governance & Compliance.

A Kuwaiti national, Abdal is a home-grown
success story having joined Zain in 2001 as a
finance executive soon after graduation. Over
the next 15 years Abdal rose rapidly through
the organization; playing a key role in various
aspects of the company’s evolution and suc-
cess from a local operator in Kuwait to becom-
ing the leading telecom conglomerate it is
today.

Abdal has led the Zain Group Investor
Relations department as its Director since
2008 and in January 2012 was given the
added responsibility of overseeing the Group’s
Corporate Communications Department. In
early 2014, he established the Group’s
Corporate Governance division, one of the first
companies in Kuwait to fully embrace the new
compliance regulations initiated by the coun-
try’s Capital Market Authority.

Key milestones in Abdal’s impressive career
at Zain include managing two of the largest
capital raisings in the history of Kuwait, name-

ly a $4.5 bill ion capital rights issue in
September 2008and a $2.3 billion rights issue
in November 2005. Additionally, he has over-
seen the IPOs and capital restructuring of all
Zain entities over the years, including the suc-
cessful listings of Zain Saudi Arabia,Zain
Bahrain and most recently Zain Iraq.

Commenting on the appointment, Zain
Group CEO Scott Gegenheimer said, “As a pub-
lically traded company in several key markets
across the region, Zain places the areas of
Corporate Governance, transparency in com-
munications, dealing with capital markets and
all stakeholders as top priorities and key func-
tions. Mohammad Abdal has the right qualifi-
cations and industry experience to lead this
effort for Zain Group and support other Zain
operations in their exacting dealings with cap-
ital market authorities, telecom analysts, and
media across the region. His depth of industry
expertise and relationships will be invaluable
as we seek to advance our long-term plans tar-
geted at building strong relations with our
investors and maximizing shareholder value
across all our markets.”

Gegenheimer continued, “It is a particular
pleasure to promote a home-grown Zain tal-
ent who hasan impressive and successful track
record to a senior position, fulfilling our
human resources policy of capitalizing on and
promoting our talented leaders from within.”

As the Chief Communications Officer, Abdal
will continue to lead the implementation of
corporate governance standards and princi-
ples across Zain operations and its related
subsidiaries in compliance with the laws and

regulations, and best practices. Abdal will also
provide the necessary support to board mem-
bers and executive management on gover-
nance issues, and will  serve as a liaison
between key stakeholders. 

The incoming Zain Group CCO, Mohammad
Abdal said, “I am honored to have been pro-
moted to this position, and I appreciate the
confidence that has been placed in me by the
Zain Group Board and senior management.
Integrity and transparency are given the high-
est emphasis in all aspects of Zain’s operations
and culture, and my task, with the support of a
highly qualified team, will be to ensure that
this continues. As we communicate material
information in a timely manner, we look to fur-
ther develop solid relationships with regulato-
ry authorities, investors, analysts, media and
other stakeholders in Kuwait and across the
region.”   

Abdal  is  a  founding member and
Chairman of  the Middle East  Investor
Relations Society chapter in Kuwait and a
member of the globally recognized National
Investor Relations Institute (NIRI). He gradu-
ated in 2001 from Portland State University,
Oregon, US with a Bachelor of Science in
Business Administration with a double major
in Finance & Management Information
Systems. He has also attended reputable
executive programs in recent years that
earned him several  recognit ions as a
Cer ti f ied Investments and Derivatives
Auditor (CIDA), a Certified Investor Relations
O ff icer  and a Cer ti f ied Corporate
Governance Officer.

Zain Group promotes Mohammad Abdal as CCO
New role will see Kuwaiti national head 3 divisions at Zain Group

KUWAIT: Gulf Bank has announced the
launch of an exceptional and exclusive offer
for its Credit Cardholders in cooperation with
Emirates Airlines, presenting customers with
up to 10 percent discounts when booking
their flights on Emirates Airlines.  

This offer is valid until 30 September 2015
for any Emirates Airlines tickets purchased
from 15 May until 15 August 2015. To take
advantage of this exciting new offer, Gulf
Bank customers must use their Credit Cards
when purchasing their Emirates Airline ticket
to any destination online by applying the
unique promotional code ‘KWGULFB’ to enjoy
up to 10 percent discount. 

As the summer season approaches and
more people are looking for travelling
abroad, Gulf Bank seeks to offer its customers
an exceptional range of promotions that
meet their needs, in addition to presenting
them with one of the widest selections of
financial products and banking services cur-
rently available in Kuwait. 

To find out more about Gulf Bank’s promo-
tions and offers, customers can visit one of
Gulf Bank’s 58 branches; contact the
Customer Contact Center on 1805805, or log
on to the Bank’s bilingual website at www.e-
gulfbank.com.  

DUBAI: World Famous Orator on Islam and com-
parative religion, Dr Zakir Naik handed over the
award to Hamza KS - Manager CSR, Malabar Gold
& Diamonds for the group’s involvement in phil-
anthropic activities

The 14th edition of the Dubai Ramadan Forum

organized by Dubai’s Department of Tourism and
Commerce Marketing (DTCM) comes to a conclu-
sion on July 05th. The Forum was held under the
patronage of His Highness Sheikh Ahmed bin
Mohammed bin Rashid Al-Maktoum, Chairman of
the Mohammed bin Rashid Al-Maktoum

Foundation.
The closing ceremony was held on Sunday 5th

July at the Dubai World Trade Centre - Zaabeel
Hall. World famous orator on Islam and compara-
tive religion, Dr Zakir Naik delivered the lecture
on the final day of the 14th Dubai Ramadan
Forum. The closing ceremony was attended by
representatives of DTCM, sponsors and the same
was witnessed by a gathering of around 10,000.
On the occasion  Hamza KS - Manager, CSR at
Malabar Gold & Diamonds received an award
from Dr. Zakir Naik for the recognition of the
group’s involvement in various philanthropic
activities in the region. The Malabar group was
the main sponsor of the 14th Dubai Ramadan
Forum. 

Speaking on the occasion, Shamlal Ahamed,
Managing Director- International Operations said
“Malabar Gold & Diamonds is proud to support
Dubai Ramadan Forum, one of the most impor-
tant events in Dubai during the holy month of
Ramadan. Participating in initiatives like the
Ramadan Forum gives us the opportunity to
serve the community, which is integral compo-
nent of our CSR especially during the holy month
of Ramadan. Our support team will be providing
all the assistance needed to ensure the provision
of refreshments for all the visitors. Malabar Group
undertakes several CSR activities during the
month of Ramadan in association with likemind-
ed organizations to ease the life of residents in
the respective country.”

Malabar Gold & Diamonds honored at closing 
ceremony of 14th Dubai Ramadan Forum

KUWAIT: dmg events, an interna-
tional exhibition company and the
organizers of The Big 5 events in the
Middle East and Asia, has
announced the launch of The Big 5
Construct East Africa to cater to the
expanding regional construction
sector. The inaugural event will be
held with the support of the Kenya
Investment Authority from
November 2 to 4, 2016 at the
Kenyatta International Conference
Center in Kenya’s capital Nairobi. The
African continent continues to expe-
rience intensive construction activity
and investment by value of mega
projects under construction grew by
46.2 per cent in 2014, touching $326
billion from $222 billion in 2013. 

With significant development in
the sectors such as oil and gas and
retail, total value of projects in East
Africa reached $61 billion in 2014. It
is estimated that an investment
between $60 to 70 billion is required
for infrastructure development in
the oil and gas sector alone. Backed

by ample government support and
strong economic fundamentals, East
Africa is poised to develop into a
flourishing market for construction
in the next few years. The new show
will be a central meeting point for
regional buyers of construction
products to interact with global dis-
tributors and manufacturers.

Andy White, VP Construction -
dmg events - Middle East & Asia,
said: “The Big 5 brand has grown rap-
idly in recent years from its estab-
lished home in Dubai and now takes
place in Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, India
and Indonesia. Our exhibitors are
constantly looking for new markets
and The Big 5 helps them reach the
right buyers in markets where con-
struction is booming. East Africa is
an exciting market, with plenty of
opportunities and one which is of
real interest for our international and
GCC clients.”

The Big 5 Construct East Africa
will give international suppliers and
manufacturers direct access to thou-

sands of architects, interior design-
ers, engineers, contractors, and real
estate developers actively seeking
new and innovative construction
products. Alongside a comprehen-
sive exhibition, the event will also
feature free-to-attend technical sem-
inars, certified workshops and train-
ing programs including ‘How to

Trade in East Africa,’ high-level strate-
gic conferences, live product
demonstrations, and business
matching for manufacturers and
local distributors.

“The Big 5 Construct East Africa is
the first of a number of events we
plan to organize in this expanding
market. We feel that the region is
currently thriving with opportuni-
ties and the timing is perfect to
launch a forum that brings in signifi-
cant value to both local and interna-
tional businesses. Our long-time
expertise in facilitating business
between global suppliers and local
buyers together with the support of
the Kenya Investment Authority will
give inaugural event a major boost.
We are upbeat that The Big 5
Construct East Africa will be highly
successful in providing an excep-
tional platform to do business, net-
work and learn from business lead-
ers,” concluded Simon Mellor,
President - Middle East and Asia,
dmg events. 

dmg events to launch The Big 5 event 
for East African construction sector

NAIROBI: Andrew Rugasira has worked for more than
a decade to sell coffee in a way that will be more prof-
itable to Africans, starting with a firm packaging roast-
ed beans in Uganda and now working on plans to
open cafes abroad. The Ugandan entrepreneur’s goal
resonates across a continent that has long sold com-
modities that are processed and consumed in indus-
trialized nations, such as cocoa for chocolate or beans
for espressos, while Africans get a fraction of the prof-
its. 

From his outlets in Kampala, Rugasira wants to
expand his Good African Coffee cafes to Washington
DC, London, and other African capitals. The idea is to
sell cappuccinos and lattes with a ‘Made in Africa’ story
to draw customers who might otherwise go to
America’s Starbucks or Britain’s Costa. “When you add
value you retain not just the financial value in country
but you create jobs, businesses pay more taxes and
that’s how you develop the economy,” he told Reuters.

But Rugasira’s efforts to break into international
markets, which began when he set up his firm in 2003,
highlight the challenges facing African businesses as
they seek to add more value and turn a local product
into a global brand. British supermarkets Tesco and
Sainsbury’s , which initially bought his packaged cof-
fee, have taken it off their shelves. And there is no

guarantee his cafes will find it easy in markets with
established international chains. “Whether you can
scale that up and be up against a behemoth like
Starbucks, which really knows the coffee business and
the retail business, that’s an incredibly tall order,” said
Victoria Crandall, an analyst for Africa’s Ecobank.

Returning value
While Brazil, Vietnam and Indonesia are the world’s

top coffee exporters, coffee is big business in east
Africa, which produces some of the world’s finest ara-
bica and robusta beans. In Uganda, Africa’s biggest
exporter and the eighth biggest exporter globally,
about 500,000 small farmers grow coffee. It is
Uganda’s biggest commodity export, accounting for
up to 30 percent of the country’s foreign exchange
earnings. But Rugasira says less than 0.5 percent of the
value of a cup of coffee sold in the West is earned by
the bean growers. Rugasira is undaunted. His coffee
beans may have struggled to draw supermarket
browsers, but he said cafes offer a bigger shop front to
entice customers keen to try something new and
ready to support sustainable development. “As a small
company we do better when we interface with cus-
tomers directly than putting a product on a shelf,” he
said in a telephone interview from Kampala. “Part of

our brand is to have a conversation around some of
the development issues in Africa. We’re an ethical
brand that speaks to a specific and a conscious con-
sumer,” he added.

Good African Coffee says it shares 50 percent of all
the company’s profits with farmers in the fields. The
firm pays about 25 percent above the average market
price to its network of 14,000 coffee farmers, accord-
ing to Rugasira. The next step includes opening a cafe
in the smart Washington DC district of Georgetown by
the end of 2015 and another in London by 2016. He
also aims to tap a growing taste among Africa’s middle
classes for coffee. Outside a few places like Ethiopia,
which consumes more than half the coffee it pro-
duces, few Sub-Saharan African markets have a taste
for the drink. That is changing.

African chains
In Kenya’s capital Nairobi and other centres, local

chains are growing, such as Java cafe and Dormans,
a coffee producer since 1950, that has been expand-
ing its branded cafes. The Nigerian chain Cafe Neo
tells customers on its website that it is “celebrating
the return of coffee to its African roots.” It has outlets
in Lagos and one cafe in Kigali, the capital of
Rwanda.— Reuters

Entrepreneur eyes cafes in West to
profit from the African coffee

Andy White

SEOUL: A woman wearing a mask as a precaution against Middle East Respiratory
Syndrome (MERS) walks in a shopping district in Seoul. South Korea’s central bank cut its
economic growth forecast, citing a severe drought and the spread of the MERS. —AP 

Enjoy up to 10 percent discounts 
on Emirates Airlines with 
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WASHINGTON: The US economy’s stumble at
the start of 2015 is dragging down the world’s
growth to the lowest level since the Great
Recession, the International Monetary Fund said
Thursday. The IMF forecasts 3.3 percent global
growth this year, down from the 3.5 percent it
predicted in April. That would be slowest pace of
global growth since the world economy shrank
slightly in the recession year 2009. The main cul-
prit: The American economy, world’s biggest,
shrank at a 0.2 percent annual rate from January
to March, hurt by nasty weather. The IMF last
month cut the outlook for US growth to 2.5 per-
cent in 2015, from April’s 3.1 percent. The US
economy grew 2.4 percent in 2014. The fund
expects the U.S. economy to grow 3 percent in
2016. IMF research chief Olivier Blanchard down-
played the wider economic impact of the Greek
debt crisis and the possibility that Greece could
be forced to abandon the euro currency. “The
effects on the rest of the world economy are likely
to be limited,” he said. The IMF expects global
growth to improve to 3.8 percent next year.

Meantime, America’s first-quarter troubles are

pinching its neighbors. The IMF trimmed
Mexico’s 2015 growth forecast to 2.4 percent
from 3 percent and Canada’s to 1.5 percent from
2.2 percent. The multinational lending agency
kept its forecast for China’s economic growth
unchanged at 6.8 percent this year and 6.3 per-
cent in 2016. The Chinese stock market has
plunged, with the Shanghai Composite index
down 30 percent from its peak less than a month
ago. But Blanchard said: “We don’t see it as a
major macroeconomic issue.” That is because
ordinary Chinese mostly did not spend the paper
gains in their stock portfolios as shares climbed
to dangerous heights over the past year; so they
are not likely to cut back now.  Moreover,
Blanchard said, the stock market is small com-
pared with the size of China’s economy, the
world’s second largest.

The IMF predicts the euro-zone will grow 1.5
percent this year, unchanged from April’s fore-
cast; Japan will grow 0.8 percent, down from an
April forecast of 1 percent; and the Brazilian
economy will shrink 1.5 percent, a downgrade
from April’s forecast for a 1 percent drop. — AP

IMF downgrades 2015 outlook
for global growth to 3.3%
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HONOLULU: The state land board on
Friday will consider an emergency rule
restricting access to a mountain con-
sidered sacred by many Native
Hawaiians after officials say a handful
of people protesting construction of a
giant telescope there made threats
and harassed workers.

The University of Hawaii, which is
responsible for stewardship of Mauna
Kea, released logs kept by rangers and
staff at the mountain’s visitor center
since late March. That’s when protest-
ers began staying on Mauna Kea to
block construction of the Thirty Meter
Telescope.

Incidents recorded include a bomb

threat made on Facebook, protesters
making a throat-slashing gesture at
telescope workers, and an unidentified
woman shouting to kill “haoles” - white
people in Hawaiian -  and tourists.
There also were reports of children
running across the road, feces found
smeared on bathroom walls, and pro-
testers taking souvenirs from the gift
shop.

Kahookahi Kanuha, a protest leader,
denied the allegations of bad behavior.
He said he hasn’t witnessed any of
those incidents.

“Everything has been pono,” he said,
using the Hawaiian word for righteous
or proper. He said participants value

maintaining kapu aloha, or respectful,
nonviolent protest.

Univers ity  spokesman Dan
Meisenzahl said the troubling inci-
dents represent a “very, very small
number of the overall  people who
have been up there throughout the
months.” “There are many examples of
protesters stepping in and helping
mitigate situations,” he said.

On April 21, the woman who yelled
“k i l l  the haoles,  k i l l  the tourists,”
according to the logs, calmed down
when visitor center staff asked four
other protesters for help: “They offered
aid willingly and apologized for the
woman’s behavior and language.”

State officials say the rule also is
necessary because the volume of pro-
testers - hundreds of them at times -
are damaging to natural resources and
a strain on facilities.

When the university closed bath-
rooms in the visitor center, protesters
trucked up portable toilets. They were
removed after the state threatened to
fine the porta-potty company hefty
fines for unauthorized toilets.

“We’re a minority of the people that
access the mountain,” Kanuha said.
“There are much more tourists on the
mountain than us.”

He said the rule  is  a  “weak and
shameful” attempt to keep protesters

off the mountain and allow construc-
tion to resume.

Work on the $1.4 billion telescope
has been halted since April.  Crews
attempted to access  the s i te  last
month, but they turned around after
encountering boulders in the road and
hundreds of protesters. Dozens of pro-
testers were arrested during the two
failed attempts to restart construction.

The board could approve the pro-
posal, reject it or adopt an amended
version. An inability to camp on the
m o u n t a i n  w o n’ t  s t o p  p r o t e s t e r s
from keeping constant vigil, Kanuha
said: “The mountain will still be pro-
tected.” — AP

Logs detail bad behavior by some Hawaii telescope protesters

NEW YORK:  Reddit said Friday that interim CEO Ellen
Pao resigned from the company, and co-founder
Steve Huffman is back as its CEO. The freewheeling
online discussion forum and news site, which says it
had 164 million unique visitors last month, has been
rocked by unrest recently. The firing of a popular
staffer earlier this month  upset some users, leading to
volunteers shutting down parts of the site, and there
have been protests over new policies intended to
fight harassment. A statement posted on Reddit by
Reddit board member Sam Altman Friday said that
Pao,  who became interim CEO in November, resigned
from Reddit by mutual agreement and will continue
to advise the board for the rest of 2015.

Altman acknowledged that Reddit moderators
should have better tools and communication from the
company, but took some users to task for the nature
of their comments about Pao. 

He said Reddit accepts disagreements, but said the
site must exercise compassion if it wants to be a great
community and said some of the things Reddit users
wrote about Pao were “sickening.”

“Disagreements are fine. Death threats are not, are
not covered under free speech, and will continue to
get offending users banned,” Altman wrote.

In an email, Pao said she resigned because Reddit’s

board was asking for faster user growth than she
could deliver while holding on to the site’s core values.
She defended Reddit’s policy changes, saying that
despite criticism, the new rules are making the com-
munity stronger. “We’ve taken bold and often contro-
versial stances, but always with the greater good of
the community in mind,” she said. “We tackled the
thorny issues of harassment on the site, banning
harassing behavior without censoring ideas. Though
we came under fire on many fronts, we did not waver,
working 24/7 to try to keep the site harassment-free.”

Anti-harassment guidelines
In a statement posted to Reddit, Pao thanks users

who were supportive, saying the positives from the
site far outweighed the negatives, and she urged
Redditors to “remember the human” behind the key-
board. This month Reddit fired Victoria Taylor, who
helped run the site’s popular “Ask Me Anything”  fea-
ture, where Reddit users submit questions to celebri-
ties and other notable people. President Barack
Obama, for example, has answered questions on that
forum. Some volunteer moderators protested her
ouster by shutting down sections of the site, including
Ask Me Anything.

Reddit also announced anti-harassment guidelines

this year and in June it banned a few groups for violat-
ing those rules. Reddit is known for an almost-any-
thing goes style, but leadership said in May that it was
unhappy with harassment on its site and survey data
showed its users were also upset about the behavior.
The company apologized and said it would do a bet-
ter job of communicating with moderators and users.

Early this year Reddit said it would remove photos,
videos or links that featured explicit content if the per-
son in the image didn’t give permission for it to be
posted. That came months after hackers obtained
nude photos of Jennifer Lawrence and other celebri-
ties and posted them to Reddit, among other social
media sites. Huffman co-founded Reddit in 2005 with
Alexis Ohanian. Conde Nast acquired Reddit the fol-
lowing year, and both Huffman and Ohanian left the
company in October 2009. Ohanian returned as San
Francisco-based Reddit’s executive chairman in
November.

Before becoming Reddit’s CEO, Pao had worked
for a storied Silicon Valley venture capital firm,
Kleiner Perkins Caufield & Byers. She lost a high-pro-
file gender discrimination lawsuit against Kleiner
Perkins in March that brought up issues of the gen-
der imbalance and difficulties faced by women work-
ing in Silicon Valley. — AP

Reddit interim CEO Pao resigns
Huffman regains CEO title

Under fire for data breach, 
Obama personnel chief resigns

WASHINGTON: The embattled head of the
government’s personnel office abruptly
stepped down, bowing to mounting pressure
following the unprecedented breach of private
information her agency was entrusted to pro-
tect. Katherine Archuleta had served as director
of the federal Office of Personnel Management
since November 2013. The former national
political director for President Barack Obama’s
2012 re-election campaign, Archuleta came
under scathing criticism amid revelations this
year that hackers - widely believed to be
China’s government - had infiltrated her
agency’s databases as well as background-
check records for millions who applied for US
security clearances.

On Thursday, Archuleta had rebuffed
demands that she resign, declaring she was
“committed to the work that I am doing.” But
her continued tenure at the agency grew
untenable as calls from lawmakers - including
members of Obama’s own party - mush-
roomed. On Friday morning, she came to the
White House to personally submit her resigna-
tion to Obama.

He named Beth Cobert, currently deputy
director for management at the White House’s
Office of Management and Budget, to step in
as acting director at OPM. “It’s quite clear that
new leadership, with a set of skills and experi-
ences that are unique to the urgent challenges
that OPM faces, are badly needed,” said White
House spokesman Josh Earnest.

Archuleta’s resignation came one day after
the administration disclosed that the number
of people affected by the federal data breach
was far greater than previously known. In addi-
tion to 4.2 million people whose records were
stolen in an initial hack first revealed earlier this
year, more than 21.5 million had their Social
Security numbers and other sensitive informa-
tion stolen in a second hack, believed to be the
biggest in US history.

Under pressure
Archuleta offered her resignation “of her

own volition” and wasn’t forced out, Earnest
said. At the same time, he conceded that
Americans affected by the breach are still “due

additional information” from the agency about
what happened and how to protect them-
selves.  Republican lawmakers who had fueled
the growing calls for her resignation, including
House Speaker John Boehner, said it was too
little, too late. Sen. Ben Sasse of Nebraska
responded to the news with a two-word state-
ment: “Not enough.” “It’s a Band-Aid, but it’s not
going to stop the bleeding,” said Rep. Jason
Chaffetz of Utah, chairman of the House
Oversight and Government Reform
Committee. He said in an interview that OPM
still lacks a functional system to protect private
data held by what is effectively the largest
human resources department in the world.

“It’s time to bring in the nerds,” he added.
But J. David Cox Sr., president of the

American Federation of Government
Employees, put part of the blame on Congress
for failing to adequately fund OPM. “Firing one
individual solves nothing,” he said.

Archuleta joins a small but notable group of
top Obama administration officials who have
resigned under pressure from Congress and
the public. Veterans Affairs Secretary Eric
Shinseki stepped down last year amid a grow-
ing scandal over VA health care, and Secret
Service Director Julia Pierson was pushed aside
in 2014 following breaches to Obama’s security.
Obama forced acting Internal Revenue Service
Commissioner Steven Miller to resign in 2013
after revelations came to light about an IRS
office’s treatment of tea party applications for
tax-exempt status. In the OPM case, the data
stolen by hackers included criminal, financial,
health, employment and residency histories, as
well as information about families and acquain-
tances. The second, larger attack affected not
only applicants for security clearances but also
nearly 2 million of their spouses, housemates
and others.

Numerous US lawmakers who have been
briefed by federal investigators have said
emphatically that China was responsible, and
even National Intelligence Director James
Clapper has said publicly that China is the
“leading suspect.” Yet even as Archuleta
stepped down, the White House declined to
point the finger at Beijing, 

reflecting the diplomatic sensitivities
involved in such an accusation against a global
economic superpower. Obama’s cybersecurity
coordinator, Michael Daniel, said cryptically,
“Just because we’re not doing public attribu-
tion does not mean that we’re not taking steps
to deal with the matter.” US officials have said
the hackers do not appear to have used the
data since the theft. The White House said it has
stepped up cybersecurity efforts, and in early
June government employees received notice
that OPM would offer credit-monitoring servic-
es and identity-theft insurance to those affect-
ed. Cobert, the budget office’s chief perform-
ance officer, has been confirmed by the Senate
once before, which could make her an attrac-
tive candidate to be Archuleta’s permanent
replacement. Prior to joining the administra-
tion, Cobert worked for nearly three decades as
a consultant for McKinsey & Company. — AP

SAN FRANCISCO: In this Feb. 24, 2015, file photo, Ellen Pao, center, with her attorney, Therese Lawless, left, leaves the Civic Center Courthouse
during a lunch break in her trial in San Francisco. Reddit said Friday,  that interim CEO Pao resigned from the company, and co-founder Steve
Huffman is back as its CEO. — AP

Katherine Archuleta

NEW YORK: Deepak Jayasimha’s fitness tracker is
now with his father-in-law in India, where it sits
unused. Annabel Kelly foisted hers off on the kids.
Virginia Atkinson took hers off to charge the battery
and hasn’t picked it up since February.

Although sales of Fitbit and other fitness trackers
are strong, many of their owners lose enthusiasm for
them once the novelty of knowing how many steps
they’ve taken wears off. One research firm, Endeavour
Partners, estimates that about a third of these trackers
get abandoned after six months. A health care invest-
ment fund, Rock Health, says Fitbit’s regulatory filings
suggest that only half of Fitbit’s nearly 20 million reg-
istered users were still active as of the first quarter of
2015. “The question for investors is how long the mar-
ket will continue to grow at this rate, and whether
Fitbit can execute on growing engagement before ...
the number of devices sold per year reaches satura-
tion,” Malay Gandhi, a managing director at Rock
Health, wrote on a blog.

Abandonment affects all manufacturers of fitness
trackers, which are relatively cheap at about $100 and
are commonly given as gifts. Fitbit gets the spotlight
because it started trading publicly last month and has
76 percent of the US market share by revenue, up
from 64 percent a year earlier, according to the NPD
Group.

Investors and analysts are bullish on Fitbit’s
prospects. Its stock value has more than doubled
since the initial public offering. Analyst William Power
at Baird Equity Research said Fitbit had room to grow
worldwide, as only a quarter of its revenue came from
outside the US last year. Power also wrote that Fitbits
remain popular among employers and insurance
companies looking for ways to keep people healthy.
Fitbit is also profitable, earning $132 million last year
on revenue of $745 million.

The company’s market valuation of $8.7 billion is
high compared with earnings so far, which could
point to enormous growth potential - or simply over-
valuation.

Fitbit now has competition from Apple Watch and
other smartwatches that do what fitness trackers do

and more, such as showing news updates and board-
ing passes for flights.

Not physically active 
In a statement, Fitbit said it intends to remain a

market leader through new features and services to
boost user engagement and revenue. The company
said it keeps users motivated by offering ways to
compete with friends and family and awarding virtual
badges for hitting fitness milestones. Fitbit added
that people who regularly use their devices make
healthier choices.

The statement didn’t address Fitbit owners
who’ve stopped using the device. If people aren’t
using their trackers, they won’t recommend them to
friends and family or upgrade when a new model

comes out, said Dan Ledger, who tracks wearable
devices at Endeavour Partners. They also won’t pay
for premium subscription packages, a potential
growth area for Fitbit.

Jayasimha, a New Yorker who walks three to four
miles a day, said his Jawbone Up stopped giving him
information he didn’t already know. After it stopped
working one day, he didn’t bother getting it fixed for
months. Even then, he never used it again. His wife
used it for two weeks before sending it off overseas to
her dad, who has yet to use it. “I was just carrying
through with the motion,” Jayasimha said. “For some-
one who is not physically active, I think it will be use-
ful. But once you get to a state where you are happy
with the activities you do, it loses its efficacy.”

With smartphones, tablets and game consoles,

IDC analyst Ramon Llamas said, you can download a
new app or game to give them new life.

That’s not to say all of these trackers get aban-
doned. Eric Leverett, 52, a production manager in
Birmingham, Alabama, got a Fitbit Charge as a gift
and engages in a friendly competition with his 82-
year-old dad on who walks more. Though the initial
excitement has worn off, he said, wearing the Fitbit
encourages him to walk the dog more often and
shun the golf cart while playing a round. Shari
Winston, a high school counselor in Falls Church,
Virginia, credits her Fitbit Flex with getting her to
exercise regularly. She considered devices that do
more, but she’s sticking with the Fitbit for now for its

simplicity. It comes down to expectations. Atkinson, a
writer in Adrian, Michigan, was expecting a cheer-
leader but found monotony. She likened her Fitbit
Flex to gyms people join as part of New Year’s resolu-
tions, but drop out of by February or March. Except in
her case, she still goes to the gym.

Frustrated
Kelly, a researcher in New Canaan, Connecticut,

won two Activite Pops from Withings at a conference.
She wore it for a day and got frustrated that she
wasn’t credited for cross-training at the gym. She
made her 5- and 7-year-old daughters wear them to
make sure they were getting exercise. — AP

Like gym memberships, enthusiasm for fitness trackers drops

NEW YORK: In this Dec. 15, 2014 file photo, fitness trackers, from left, Basis Peak, Adidas Fit
Smart, Fitbit Charge, Sony SmartBand, and Jawbone Move, are posed for a photo next to
an iPhone, in New York. Sales of fitness trackers are climbing, and the biggest maker of the
gadgets, Fitbit, made a splashy debut on the stock market last month. — AP

CAPE CANAVERAL: For now, just call them the
Commercial Crew Cadre.

The four NASA astronauts chosen to fly on the
first test flights of commercial spacecraft said
Friday they haven’t come up yet with a more
media-savvy name. The label, Commercial Crew
Cadre, fits what they’ll be doing over the next few
years, said Air Force Col. Robert Behnken, until
recently head of the astronaut office. Two private
companies - SpaceX and Boeing - are still develop-
ing the crew capsules that will launch to the
International Space Station from Cape Canaveral,
Florida. The US hasn’t seen a manned launch since
Atlantis blasted off on the final shuttle mission in
2011. The first test flight with one or more of them
on board is targeted for 2017, an aggressive
schedule, according to astronaut Eric Boe, an Air
Force colonel.

NASA named Behnken and Boe to the com-
mercial crew effort Thursday along with two other
veteran astronauts with test pilot experience,
Douglas Hurley and Sunita Williams. Their first

public appearance was Friday, a series of televised
news interviews from Johnson Space Center in
Houston. When asked by an Associated Press
reporter who wants to be first to fly, all four
laughed and raised their hand. “I think all four of
us,” Behnken said. But Behnken insisted there’s no
sense of competition. “We’ve been around the
office long enough to maybe have worked that
out of our system, I think,” he told the AP. The plan,
at least for now, is for one NASA astronaut and
one Boeing-selected test pilot to fly on that com-
pany’s CST-100 capsule. SpaceX is proposing two
NASA astronauts for the shakedown of its Dragon
crew capsule, a bigger, better version of the one it
uses now to haul space station cargo. The most
recent SpaceX supply run ended in the Atlantic.
The Falcon 9 rocket broke apart shortly after liftoff
on June 28; the company is still trying to figure
out what went wrong. Behnken said the accident
did not give pause to the four; rather, they expect
the resulting crew capsule to be even safer as a
result of the investigation.—- AP

NASA’s new commercial crew 
astronauts want to fly first
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MEKELLE: Three decades ago, the world looked
on in horror at images of dying famine victims in
Ethiopia, as musicians led the giant global
fundraising concert, Live Aid. Today, Ethiopia’s
northeastern Tigray region has changed, with
ambitious irrigation projects turning arid land
where as many as 400,000 people died of famine-
some say as many as a million-into valuable farm-
land. Tekie Hagos, 73, recalls the grim days of the
1984-85 famine. “The government would come
and pick up the bodies, piling them in cars to bury
them,” he said, adding that hyenas would scav-
enge for forgotten human remains. Today, the city
market is full of goods, fruits, vegetables and live-
stock.

The clean and orderly regional capital of
Mekelle reflects the progress made by the country,
Africa’s second most-populous, which has experi-
enced recent near-double-digit economic growth
and huge infrastructure investment. Malnutrition
and children in ragged clothes have not disap-
peared, but “things have changed,” said Tekie. “We
have enough,” he said. “You don’t see people dying
of hunger anymore.” Live Aid, held in simultaneous
concerts in Britain and the United States on July
13, 1985, as well as other concerts worldwide, was

watched by an estimated 1.9 billion people across
150 countries, according to its organizers. Irish
singer-songwriter Bob Geldof and Scottish musi-
cian Midge Ure led the efforts to raise millions of
dollars in aid.

Green lands and fruit trees
Ethiopia in the early 1980s was hit by extreme

drought, but that spiralled into famine as the
hardline Marxist government of Mengistu Haile
Mariam battled rebels led by Meles Zenawi who
went on to become the country’s leader. Tigray
was devastated, but has since made impressive
changes. Aba Hawi, the mayor of the village of
Abraha Atsbeha, 60 kilometers north of Mekelle,
mobilised the people to build an extensive irriga-
tion system. Fifty tanks were built to hold rainwa-
ter-in recent years increasingly unpredictable,
according to farmers-with the valuable stores
then used to irrigate farmland during the dry sea-
son.

“We built these so we can guarantee food secu-
rity,” said Aba, as a dozen men and women sweat-
ed with picks and shovels to help construct a new
irrigation ditch. “Those people who used to eat
only once a day, now have three meals a day.” The

results are impressive: through irrigation, agricul-
tural production in the village has quadrupled.
Farmers harvest not one but three crops a year.
Vegetation has reclaimed the landscape of sand
and stones. “All this greenery did not exist, the soil
was dry and barren,” Aba said.  “Everyone was try-
ing to leave, but now we have built an economy
that can withstand famine. Even with four or five
rainfalls we can collect enough water and can
keep away famine.”

Famine times ‘over’
For years, the simple village of Abraha Atsbeha

struggled to get by and was deeply dependent on
international food aid. Today the village is self-suf-
ficient, and the basic homes of mud and wood are
slowly being replaced with stone houses. Now
other villages in the region even send delegations
to see the progress. “We did not even have water
to drink, and now fruit grows,” Aba told visiting
farmers from the neighboring Amhara region, tak-
en by an aid agency  to see and learn from the vil-
lage’s success.

“Change comes from individuals, it is not
enough just to have land. You need to change
your methods,” Aba said, proudly showing off the

lush apple orchard that grows in the garden of his
house-along with mango, avocado, orange trees,
and coffee bushes-something never seen before in
these dryland areas. Tigray today is at the forefront
of Ethiopia’s efforts at agricultural transformation.
“Just 20 years ago, only a few hundred hectares
were irrigated in the region,” said Kiros Bitew, sen-
ior official in the agriculture ministry. “Now we
have 275,000 hectares (680,000 acres) of fully irri-
gated lands.” The government in Ethiopia, current-
ly rated by the World Bank as a low-income coun-
try, has set itself the goal of achieving the status of
a middle income country by 2025.

This means a gross national income of $1,045
(946 euros) per resident per year and would see it
join African countries including Cameroon, Kenya
and Senegal. “We are determined to eradicate
poverty,” says Kiros, a former rebel fighter who in
1991 helped to overthrow the Mengistu regime
that provoked the famine. Ethiopia has developed
an early warning system for identifying areas at
risk of hunger, as well as building up sizeable grain
reserves, currently standing at some 400,000 tons.
“When you looked for ‘Ethiopia’ in a dictionary, it
would also always mention ‘famine’,” added Kiros.
“Now that time is over.”— AFP 

Ethiopia, 30 years on from famine and Live Aid

UNITED NATIONS: International donors
pledged $3.4 billion in new funds  to help
Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone in their final
push to stamp out Ebola and get on the road
to recovery.  The latest promises would bring
the total amount of funds to help the three
countries rebuild after the killer epidemic to
$5.18 billion, said Helen Clark, head of the
United Nations Development Programme.  “We
consider this a very encouraging response,”
Clark told reporters at the end of the pledging
conference held at the United Nations.  “This
puts the recovery off to a very positive start.”
The leaders of the countries had appealed for
$3.2 billion to finance their national recovery
plans, along with an additional $4 billion for a
regional initiative.

The funds will help rebuild health care sys-
tems, reopen schools, support agriculture and
get government services fully up and running.
The world’s worst outbreak of Ebola has killed
more than 11,200 people in West Africa,
brought fragile health care systems to their
knees, rolled back economic gains and sent
investors fleeing.

Liberia, the hardest-hit country, suffered a
setback when a few new cases were uncovered

last month just after it had been declared
Ebola-free.  New infections in Sierra Leone and
Guinea have fallen dramatically amid indica-
tions that the epidemic is largely under control.
Opening the conference, Liberia’s President
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf said “the world has a great
stake in how we respond to the global threat
(of Ebola).” “We can and we must return to the
progress of our pre-Ebola trauma.”

Generous EU, Britain, US 
Among the new funds pledged were $450

million from the European Union, $372 million
from Britain, $266 million from the United
States and $5 million from China.

Germany pledged 196 million euros ($220
million) and France 150 million euros.

Around 30 people are still being infected
with Ebola every week, but the countries want
to turn their attention now on rebuilding
health care and restoring livelihoods.

Legions of health care workers died from
Ebola and field hospitals built at the height of
the crisis have since closed, leaving health sys-
tems struggling.  The loss of health workers
could lead to an additional 4,022 deaths of
women each year across Guinea, Liberia and

Sierra Leone as a result of complications in
pregnancy and childbirth, according to the
World Bank.  The World Health Organization
has said the three countries are facing a fund-
ing gap of $700 million just to rebuild their
health systems and provide services until
December 2017.

“Humanity sometimes displays a short
attention span and wants to move to other
issues because the threat of Ebola seems over,”
Sierra Leone’s President Ernest Bai Koroma told
the gathering.

“No, no, no,” he emphasized.
“The threat is never over until we rebuild

the health sector Ebola demolished, until we
rebuild the livelihoods in agriculture it compro-
mised, until we shore up government revenues
it dried up, and until we breathe life into the
private sector it has suffocated.”

Liberia and Sierra Leone have seen modest
economic gains made after years of war wiped
out by Ebola.

Growth rates in all three countries showed
that economic prospects were bright before
the outbreak that began in Guinea in
December 2013. — AFP

Donors pledge billions 
for Ebola recovery

Funds will help rebuild health care systems

PUCHHEIM: A bee visits a sunflower in the sunset after a warm summer’s day on
July 10, at a meadow near Puchheim near Munich, southern Germany.
Meteorologists forecast temperatures around 30 degrees and further sun in the
region during next days. — AFP 

NEW YORK: Climate change is shrinking
the geographic range of many bumblebee
species in North America and Europe, put-
ting them in danger of future extinction,
scientists say.

In a study of 67 species, researchers
found that a geographic squeeze occurred
on both continents over the past 40 years:
While the northern borders of each species’
territory remained about the same on aver-
age, the southern borders generally moved
northward.

That shift, by more than 100 miles in
some cases, was most pronounced for
species in the southern parts of the study
areas. In North America, the study extend-
ed from the southern United States to
northern Alaska.

The range loss implies that populations
have declined and are on the road to disap-
pearing, said study leader Jeremy Kerr, of
the University of Ottawa in Canada. Results
were released Thursday by the journal
Science.

Analysis showed the changes were not
due to differences in land use or the use of
pesticides. “The only explanation we’ve got
is that it ’s too hot for them,” Kerr said.
Bumblebees are furry-looking and wild
cousins of honeybees. They play a crucial
role in nature by pollinating wild plants
and also some crops such as tomatoes and
blueberries.

Kerr said that because the geographic
ranges of species overlap, the new study
does not mean that vast areas of the con-
tinents have lost bumblebees completely.
Rather, it means that many areas host
fewer species than they used to. Such loss
of diversity can hamper an environment’s
abil i ty  to cope with changes l ike
droughts, he said in an interview.

The bee trend was surprising because
other land creatures like butterflies have
extended their range north while main-
taining their  southern boundaries,
researchers said.

Kerr’s study drew on museum records
of bumblebees captured by naturalists
and researchers over decades. It focused
on about 423,000 cases where the
species, location and year of capture were
known. Researchers set a baseline distri-
bution of the species found between
1901 and 1974, and looked for changes at
later time periods, most recently 1999 to
2010.

May Berenbaum, who heads the ento-
mology department of the University of
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, praised the
scope of the study and said it shows bum-
blebees will not simply shift northward to
cope with rising temperatures.

“It’s not that simple,” said Berenbaum,
who didn’t participate in the study. “They
may be running out of options.”

WASHINGTON: The $1,000 pill for a liver-wasting viral
infection that made headlines last year is no longer the
favorite of patients and doctors.

The new leading pill for hepatitis C is more expensive,
and the number of patients seeking a cure has surged.
Sovaldi, last year’s wonder drug, has been pushed aside by
a successor called Harvoni, made by the same company.
The sticker price for Harvoni is $1,350 a pill.

The fast-paced changes in hepatitis C treatment are
being watched closely amid fears that breakthrough drugs
could reignite the rise of US health care costs. Other med-
ications that could turn into cost drivers include a new
treatment for melanoma and a cholesterol-lowering drug
awaiting approval. More hepatitis C drugs are also headed
to market.

Hepatitis C affects some 3 million people in the US and
claims more lives here than AIDS.  With the new drugs,
patients finally have a choice among highly effective cures
with minimal side effects. Previous treatments were hit and
miss, and many patients couldn’t tolerate the side effects.
But newfound choice doesn’t seem to have led to wide-
spread price competition.

“As a society we need a way of determining what is a
reasonable price at the time of introduction of a new drug,”

said Stephen Schondelmeyer, a University of Minnesota
professor who specializes in pharmaceutical economics.
“We have expanded coverage, but we haven’t done any-
thing to control costs on the pricing side.”

The Associated Press asked two companies that track
the prescription drug market for a hepatitis C update. IMS
Health collects data on pharmacy prescriptions and sales,
while DRX surveys prices paid by private health plans and
prescription benefit managers. What they found:

Surge Of Patients
The number of prescriptions filled for hepatitis C drugs

has more than doubled, from an average of 20,600 a
month during the first three months of last year to a
monthly average of 48,000 for the same period this year,
according to IMS.

“People are coming in who never wanted to be treated
before,” said Dr. Douglas Dieterich, director of outpatient
liver disease treatment at Mount Sinai Hospital in New York
City. “When I started in 1989, I used to have a 3 percent
cure rate. Now I have a 3 percent failure rate.”

Simplicity’s Appeal
Harvoni, the new pill from California-based Gilead

Sciences, accounted for about three-fourths of the pre-
scriptions filled for hepatitis C drugs in the first three
months of this year, IMS said.

A big part of the reason is simplicity, explained
Dieterich. Patients on Harvoni need only take a single pill
daily, for 12 weeks in most cases. Previously, patients took
combinations of drugs.

Harvoni quickly rose to the top after its approval last
fall, with monthly sales crossing the $1-billion mark by
January. Another new drug, Viekira Pak, is gaining market
share but appears to be far behind. It’s an equally effective
cure and priced lower.

Still, Viekira Pak is a four-pill daily combination, and
patients have to take another antiviral drug as well. It was
introduced late last year by Illinois-based AbbVie.

The extent of Viekira Pak’s inroads is hard to discern. The
company has not disclosed prescription volumes. And a
major pharmacy that promotes the drug does not report
hepatitis C data to IMS.

Not Many Deep Discounts
DRX’s analysis of prices paid by private health plans

shows the median discount for Harvoni was 13.7 percent
between April and June. That reflects a modest price break

for most insurers, including those delivering Medicare’s
prescription drug benefit, said DRX executive vice presi-
dent Jim Yocum.

“This sets the stage for some of the new cancer drugs
coming out, both in terms of a vast improvement in effec-
tiveness and a vast increase in prices,” said Yocum. “This is a
concern not only for commercial health plans, but for
Medicare.”

Medicare is barred from negotiating drug prices.
State Medicaid programs, however, and the federal

Veterans Affairs health system are legally entitled to deep
discounts.

Matt Salo, executive director of the National Association
of Medicaid Directors, said competition from Viekira Pak
has enabled states to win bigger rebates from the manu-
facturers. But Salo says cost remains a “major, major prob-
lem” because of the large number of people with hepatitis
C. At the median discounted price, a 12-week treatment
regimen of Harvoni costs about $98,000.

Gilead spokeswoman Cara Miller said the company is
working with public programs and private insurers to
broaden access. Gilead estimates that 80 percent of
insured people with hepatitis C have coverage for its med-
ications.—AP

American, European bumblebees
feeling climate sting: Study

ASAHI: Visitors look at a sand sculpture during the Asahi Sand Sculpture exhibition at Yasashigaura beach in Asahi, Chiba prefecture, some 80
kilometres east of Tokyo on July11, 2015. The one-month-long exhibition started on July 6 with over 50,000 visitors expected. — AFP

$1,000-per-pill drug overtaken by pricier successor
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KUWAIT: After failing his newborn hearing tests, Maxime
had hearing aids fitted at just eight weeks old but
although this gave him access to sound at low frequencies,
he was still profoundly deaf.

Maxime was referred to GOSH in September 2014 and
was subsequently diagnosed with Connexin 26, the most
common genetic cause of deafness in children.

After carefully assessing Maxime the team at GOSH,
led by Dr Kaukab Rajput, felt he was likely to benefit from
bilateral cochlear implants in both his ears. These elec-
tronic systems stimulate the auditory nerve directly,
bypassing the hair cells in the cochlea that usually facili-
tate hearing. Cochlear implants can give a sensation of
sound to profoundly and totally deaf children unable to
hear even with the most powerful hearing aids. The
effects can transform patients’ lives, as they gradually
understand the sounds around them and many learn to
talk and the majority follow speech without needing to
lip-read.

Two weeks after his first birthday Maxime was admitted
to GOSH for a six-hour operation. The surgeon made an
incision behind one ear before drilling through the bone
to the cochlear to create a ‘bed’ for the implant, which was
then inserted using a microscope. The same process then
took place for the other ear. Maxime quickly recovered
from the surgery and was discharged home the next day.

It has been an exciting but anxious time for his mum
Giulia and dad Julien since Maxime’s surgery was first
scheduled. Giulia said:

“We’ve faced a real rollercoaster of emotions over the
past year, from the uncertainty of not knowing what was
causing Maxime’s hearing problems to the news that he
might be suitable for cochlear implants. 

“This operation will be life-changing for Maxime, as he
will be able to learn to speak like a hearing child. I’m from
Italy and my partner is French so we’re hoping he might
even become bilingual, which would be simply unthink-
able without cochlear implants.”

Two weeks after surgery, Maxime returned to GOSH for
an important appointment: the switching-on of his new
cochlear implants. Audiologist James Sharp gradually acti-
vated each implant to establish Maxime’s level of hearing,
then programmed the processor so that the volume of
sound would be comfortable and not too overwhelming.
Maxime looked on curiously as a toy was banged on the
table and touched each of his ears as they began to gently
tingle, a sure sign that the implants were working. 

It was an emotional moment for Guilia: “We’ve waited
so long for this day and now it’s real. It was incredibly excit-
ing to see Max react to sound. It’s the first step on an excit-
ing journey for all of us.” 

Dr Kaukab Rajput, lead of GOSH’s Cochlear Implant
Department, said: 

“As the 1000th patient to receive cochlear implants at
Great Ormond Street, Maxime’s surgery represents a huge
milestone for the hospital. Things have changed dramati-
cally since our first procedure in 1992. Since newborn hear-
ing screening tests were introduced in 2006, we can identi-
fy and treat deaf patients much sooner. This means we can
perform cochlear implant surgery before children even

reach their first birthday, giving them the best chance to
learn to speak like a typically developing child. If there is
such a thing as a miracle in medicine, then cochlear
implants must surely be one of them.”

Maxime’s parents have now been trained in how to use
the cochlear implants, and Maxime will follow a pro-
gramme of speech and language therapy to ensure he can
adapt and make the most of this technology. 

GOSH is one of the largest paediatric centres in the UK
to provide cochlear implants. When the service started in
1992, the audiology department hoped to fit 12 cochlear
implants a year. Today, around 100 procedures are carried
out each year.

Foreigner with
MERS in Philippines

free of virus
MANILA: A 36-year-old foreigner who tested
positive for MERS after arriving in the Philippines
from the Middle East is now free of the virus and
will leave the hospital this weekend, officials said
Friday.

Department of Health spokesman Lyndon Lee
Suy said the foreigner’s close contact, a Filipino
woman, is also well but will remain hospitalized
until she completes a 14-day quarantine period
on July 18.

Passengers seated near the foreigner on his
flight were traced and none manifested any
symptoms, Lee Suy added. They are among 112
contacts of the foreigner who have been traced
and are being monitored daily by health authori-
ties until they complete the 14-day period.

Lee Suy said two laboratory tests conducted
on the foreigner within 48 hours were negative
for the virus, leading authorities to conclude that
he “is free of the virus and would not be able to
infect others as well.”

Officials have not disclosed the nationality of
the patient, who arrived in the Philippines on
June 19 from Saudi Arabia but also stayed in
Dubai. He left on a second trip before exhibiting
any symptoms and returned to the Philippines,
said the officials, who did not disclose where he
went.

The patient developed a fever and cough on
June 30, sought medical care on July 2, tested
positive for the MERS virus on July 4 and was
transferred to the government ’s  Research
Institute for Tropical Medicine, officials said.

Julie Hall, country representative for the World
Health Organization, praised the government’s
“rapid, strong response” to the case. In February, a
Filipino nurse tested positive for MERS after arriv-
ing home from Saudi Arabia. 

She was cleared of the virus the same month.
MERS has killed 36 people in South Korea, where
186 cases have been confirmed, according to the
Health Ministry. It is the biggest outbreak outside
the Middle East region, where the virus was first
seen in 2012 in Saudi Arabia.

Typical symptoms include fever, cough and
shortness of breath, and sometimes pneumonia
and diarrhea. About 36 percent of reported
patients have died, according to WHO. — AP

1000th GOSH patient receives
cochlear implants

BAN LUEAM: Under the scorching sun, dozens of Thai
villagers, dressed in flowery shirts and traditional cos-
tumes, parade a white cat caged in a bamboo-woven
basket door-to -door and let neighbors splash water
on the unlucky feline, while chanting an ancient tune:
“Rain, rain, come pouring down. We barely had any
this year. Without rain, our rice will die.”

It’s a desperate plea to the god of rain, in the belief
it will hear the cat ’s cry and answer the farmers’
prayers.

Thailand’s rainy season officially began in the last
week of May, but it rained only once in the Ban Lueam
district in northeastern Nakhon Ratchasima province.
It is one of more than 250 districts - or nearly 20 per-
cent of the country - that have been declared emer-
gency disaster zones as the prolonged drought
becomes the worst in decades, its impact felt most
acutely by farmers growing Thailand’s most important
agricultural export: rice.

At the beginning of July, the amount of usable
water in major dams across the country - except in the
west - dropped to below 10 percent, according to the
Irrigation Department. The water level at Bhumibol
Dam has dropped to its lowest point in 51 years.

In the capital,  Bangkok,  the Metropolitan
Waterworks Authority has been slowing down tap
water production since May. The head of the authority,
Gov. Thanasak Watanathana, told The Associated Press

that without rains, the current water supply for daily
consumption in Bangkok and its nearby provinces will
last only 30 days. However, he said forecasters are
expecting rains next month.

For rice farmers, it may already be too late.
The drought and the critical water shortage in dams

have prompted the Agriculture Ministry to ask farmers
to hold off on planting their crops. The Office of
Agricultural Economics estimated that the delay could
cost farmers in Thailand’s central plains alone 60 bil-
lion baht ($1.8 billion) in potential losses.

Not enough water
“Every year in the past, in June and July, in every

part of the country - the north, the central or the
northeast - farmers would have started planting their
rice,” said Sompong Inthong, the permanent secretary
at the Agriculture Ministry. “The real damage will be
with those who have already planted but there’s not
enough water. We have to look at how we can help
them.”

The Royal Rainmaking and Agricultural Aviation
Department have sent a fleet of propeller aircrafts on
more than 3,000 flights since March to increase precip-
itation by cloud seeding, an artificial rainmaking tech-
nique spearheaded by King Bhumibol Adulyadej.
Despite the high rate of success, it did little to fill the
dams.

Together with Vietnam, Thailand is one of the
world’s top rice exporters. But because of the drought,
the Office of Agricultural Economics estimates this
year’s main crop will decrease by 11 percent, or about
24 million tons from the average of 27 million tons per
year.

The Thai Rice Exporters Association says at least 3
million tons of off-season rice has disappeared from
the stock since the beginning of the year due to the
drought. The main concern, however, is the main farm-
ing cycle, which begins in May and is harvested as ear-
ly as October.

“If the main crop’s produce is damaged, even 10 or
20 percent, it means the amount of rice will drop dras-
tically,” said Chookiat Ophaswongse, the association’s
honorary president. “If there’s still little rain from now,
I’m afraid it will make quite an impact on next year’s
export figures.”

He said that Thailand’s competitiveness against rival
exporters, such as Vietnam, “which have less impact
from the drought than Thailand, will be affected.”

Meteorologists from the U.S. National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration and NASA say 2014 was
the hottest year on record since 1880, when Earth’s
average surface temperature has warmed by about 1.4
degrees Fahrenheit (0.8 degrees Celsius) - a trend that
is largely driven by the increase in carbon dioxide and
other human emissions into the planet’s atmosphere.

The majority of that warming has occurred in the past
three decades.

Hope for the rain
The reason involves El Nino, a warming of the tropi-

cal Pacific Ocean that affects weather worldwide. This
year, NOAA says, El Nino has an 85 percent chance of
lasting through winter 2015-2016.

In Ban Lueam, a drought-plagued rural district 340
kilometers (211 miles) northeast of Bangkok, several
hundred farmers did not have any choices but to start
growing their rice and hope for the rain.

Last week, Boonchan Thasunthorn, 58, finished plow-
ing nearly 16 acres (6 1/2 hectares) of his rice farms by
using a crumbling 16-year-old manual tractor. He said
he would rather take risk by sowing the crops in the
absence of rain than holding off until it was too late.

Boonchan’s village is outside the irrigation zone and
the only access to natural water is the Chi River, which
has nearly dried up. “I’m just waiting for it to rain. ... If
the drought continues, it’s going to be tough for me.
But I can’t just sit here and do nothing, or else I’ll starve,”
he said, adding that he still owed 100,000 baht ($2,950)
to the Bank of Agriculture for the equipment and main-
tenance costs for his farms.

“This drought has hit me the hardest, but I don’t
know what else to do. Once you’re a farmer, it’s hard to
be something else.”— AP

Thai farmers ask spirits for rain to end crippling drought
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Kokan Welfare Society, Kuwait hosted an
Iftar party for its members. It was attend-
ed by a large number of people from

Kokan area working in Kuwait. The program
started with recitation of verses from The Holy
Quran by Hafiz Sarfaraz. This was followed by
welcome and presidential address by Dr. Abdul
Razzak Rumane. He welcomed the invitees and
congratulated them on the blessed month of
Ramadan. He spoke about the aims, objectives
of formation of Kokan Welfare Society. He said

that the purpose of establishment of society is
community welfare and educational awareness
among the community. He urged for the co-
operation and dedication of the Kokani commu-
nity members and requested participation of all
the members in all their programs.

A beautiful recitation Praising of Allah
(Mukalama) was sung by a group of children.

Like every year KWS this year honored
Hafiz Aman Hanif Parkar for his achieve-
ment in memorizing Holy Quran while pur-

suing his other studies.
A memento was presented to the golden

sponsor of the event M/S Bayan Medical Co. for
their support.

The General Secretary, Dr. Rahmattullah
Galsoorkar then briefed the audience with the
society aims, objectives and the various activi-
ties like, the Sadaqa collection scheme, Ramzan
ration distribution, Islamic classes and the host-
ing the dignitaries arriving from India. He said
the KWS was providing a platform for collective

works for the uplift and development of the
community.

This was followed by Deeni Bayan by Mufti
Hamza Falahi who spoke about the blessings of
Ramzan and the concept of social work in the
society. Mufti Hamza Qasim spoke on the con-
cept of unity and brotherhood among commu-
nity members and stressed on the social works
towards the needy.

Joint Secretary Ashraf Hajwane proposed the
vote of thanks. Following this was Dua by

Mohammed Taqi Daroge and thereafter fol-
lowed by Iftar. Dinner was served after Magrib
prayers.

The program was well organized and com-
peered by Engr. Yacoub Solkar

The audience was very impressed and
expressed their support to the welfare works for
the community. The office bearers express their
gratitude to the executive and working commit-
tees, the volunteers and the Kokani community
for their dedicated efforts and support.

Kokan Welfare Society host Iftar party

Under the auspices of the Salem Al-Jumai’an & Partners Group, Saem Al-Jumai’an, Experience Training Institute recently held its annual Ghabqa at the Crowne Plaza hotel. 
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Ateam from the National Bank of Kuwait (NBK) recently paid a special visit to the coastguards’ Sabah Al-Ahmed Al-Jaber Al-Sabah Marine Base in Fintas where they
shared an Iftar banquet with the base force.  In this regard, NBK’s PR official, Talal Al-Turki stressed that NBK was always keen on taking part in various occasions
such as Ramadan, Eids and national anniversaries.   

Overseas Indian Cultural Congress,
Kuwait (OICC-Kuwait) hosted “Iftar
Sangamam” on Friday, 10th July, 2015

at Pakistan English Academy Auditorium,
Farwaniya.

Indian Embassy Second Secretary A.K.
Srivastava inaugurated the Sangamam in   a
meeting chaired by Varghese Puthukulangara,
President.  The Second Secretary appreciated
the efforts of OICC and wished all success on

the spiritual occasion. Faisal Mancheri of  K IG
delivered keynote speech, while  OICC Global
Committee Member M.A. Hilal , Abdul Khader
Al Ajmi, Kuwaiti National,  felicitated the occa-
sion. In his Key-note address Faisal Mancheri

characterized the importance of Ramadan and
extended Ramadan Greetings to all who were
present. Prominent personalities from the
Indian Expatriate Community, Representatives
of  fellow associations, Media Representatives

along with  OICC Officials and its members
participated in the Iftar get-together.

General Secretary B.S. Pillai welcomed the
gathering and Convener Hameed Keloth   pro-
posed vote of thanks. 

OICC hosts Iftar sangamam

American Society of Safety Engineers
(ASSE), Kuwait Chapter is a premier vol-
untary, non-profit making Health,

Safety and Environmental organization, which
strives to provide professional guidance, train-
ing, consultancy and resources to the industri-
al and social sectors in the region.

ASSE Kuwait Chapter conducted Annual
General Body Meeting for the year 2014-15 on
28th June 2015 at Safir Hotel, Fintas. The meet-
ing was attended by more than 100 members
of the Chapter. Prior to the meeting, different
committees of the chapter displayed their
booths on the activities carried out by their
team in their tenure and quiz competitions
were held and members were rewarded with

gifts for the correct answers.
The meeting started with a safety moment

on a theme Recycle starts and ends with you.
Dinesh Dutta Acting Secretary and the
Treasurer gave the welcome the address and
initiated the proceedings.

Fadel Al Ali Chairman of the ASSE Kuwait
Chapter in his speech extolled the activities
performed by the office bearers of 2104-15
under the leadership of the President
Mohamed Riaz Shereef and wished successful
year for the next team for new term.

Mr. Mohamed Riaz Shereef, President ASSE
KC, in his presidential address briefed about
the major achievement of the Chapter for the
year 2014-15. He highlighted that the chapter

was able to provide more than 2000 profes-
sional development man-hours to the chapter
stake holders in terms of training, technical
meets, campaign etc. He told this was
achieved with the unconditional voluntary
support of the ASSE Executive committee
members. In this regard, he conveyed his
appreciation to all the Executive committee
members and the chapter members.

Dinesh Dutta Acting Secretary and the
Treasurer presented the financial report for the
chapter with the revenue and expenditure for
the year 2014-15. Further Dutta gave a
detailed presentation on the activities of the
various committees were presented to the
members. As a token of gratitude for the

efforts during the year, the elected core com-
mittee members, various committee heads
and the subcommittee members were given
mementos and letter of appreciation by the
Chairman. In between the presentation, inter-
active quiz was conducted and the winners
were rewarded.

In addition on the occasion of Kuwait chap-
ter completing 15 years of Journey since its
inception in June 15, 2000, all the past presi-
dents were remembered for their service and
were felicitated with Mementos.

Ashok Garlapati. Chapter Advisory
Committee member was felicitated for achiev-
ing the “Safety Professional of the Year 2015 by
International Practice Specialty of ASSE on 9th

June 2015 at Dallas, USA during SAFETY 2015
Conference & Exposition   and Mr. Rama
Krishuna Chary former chapter secretary also
was felicitated for the achievement of Safety
Professional of the Year (SPY) Award under
Environmental Practice Specialty.

Sampath Reddy Vice President ASSE Kuwait
Chapter for the year 2014-15 and the
President elected for year 2015-16 introduced
the elected members for the year 2015-16,
along with the nominated head of committees
and their deputies. 

In the closing ceremony, Sampath Reddy
thanked all the members for their participatio-
nand wished the new team a successful year
ahead.

ASSE Kuwait Chapter conducts Annual General Body Meeting



00:25 Alan Carr: Chatty Man
01:55 Monty Halls’ Island Escapes
02:45 Hotel Secrets With Richard E
Grant
03:30 Doctor Who
04:15 The Weakest Link
05:00 The Green Balloon Club
05:25 Mr Bloom’s Nursery
05:45 Show Me Show Me
06:05 Nuzzle & Scratch: Frock n
Roll
06:20 The Green Balloon Club
06:45 Mr Bloom’s Nursery
07:10 Doctors
07:40 Doctors
08:10 Doctors
08:40 Doctors
09:10 Eastenders
09:40 Eastenders
10:10 Eastenders
10:40 Eastenders
11:10 Hebburn
11:40 Hotel Secrets With Richard E
Grant
12:30 The Weakest Link
13:15 Doctor Who
14:00 Hebburn
14:30 Hotel Secrets With Richard E
Grant
15:15 The Weakest Link
16:00 Doctor Who
16:45 Stella
17:30 Stella
18:15 Stella
19:05 Great Expectations
20:00 Starlings
20:45 Silent Witness
21:35 Sherlock
23:05 Doctor Who
23:50 The Weakest Link

T V  PR O G R A M S
SUNDAY, JULY 12, 2015

PACIFIC RIM ON OSN MOVIES ACTION HD

THE AMAZING SPIDER-MAN 2 ON OSN MOVIES HD

00:20 Bargain Hunt
01:05 Bargain Hunt
01:50 Nigel Slater’s Dish Of The
Day
02:15 Come Dine With Me
04:20 Bargain Hunt
05:05 Bargain Hunt
05:45 Fantasy Homes By The Sea
06:30 Nigel Slater’s Dish Of The
Day
07:00 Come Dine With Me
09:05 Masterchef: The
Professionals
09:30 DIY SOS: The Big Build
10:20 Masterchef: The
Professionals
11:15 Masterchef: The
Professionals
12:10 Masterchef: The
Professionals
13:05 Masterchef: The
Professionals
13:30 Chefs: Put Your Menu Where
Your Mouth Is
14:15 Come Dine With Me
16:25 Extreme Makeover: Home
Edition Specials
17:45 Chefs: Put Your Menu Where
Your Mouth Is
18:30 Antiques Roadshow
19:20 Come Dine With Me
20:10 Nigel Slater’s Simple
Cooking
20:35 New Scandinavian Cooking
21:00 Come Dine With Me
23:05 Antiques Roadshow

00:45 Tanked
01:35 How It’s Made: Dream Cars
03:40 How Do They Do It?
06:00 Fast N’ Loud
06:50 Extreme Car Hoarders
07:40 Fat N’ Furious: Rolling
Thunder
08:30 Ice Cold Gold
09:20 Ice Cold Gold
10:10 Yukon Men
11:00 Alaskan Bush People
11:50 Alaska: Battle On The Bay
12:40 How It’s Made: Dream Cars
14:45 Storage Wars Canada
16:50 Auction Hunters
18:55 Unchained Reaction
19:45 The Carbonaro Effect
20:10 Magic Of Science
20:35 Chaos Caught On Camera
21:00 Wheels That Fail
21:25 Ice Cold Gold
22:15 Ice Cold Gold
23:05 Yukon Men
23:55 Fat N’ Furious: Rolling
Thunder

Teenage Witch
04:10 Wolfblood
04:35 Wolfblood
05:00 Violetta
05:50 Mouk
06:00 Mako Mermaids
06:25 Hank Zipzer
06:50 The Next Step
07:15 H2O: Just Add Water
07:40 Suite Life On Deck
08:05 Suite Life On Deck
08:30 Suite Life On Deck
08:55 Suite Life On Deck
09:20 Suite Life On Deck
09:45 Girl Meets World
10:10 Good Luck Charlie
10:35 Austin & Ally
11:00 Dog With A Blog
11:25 I Didn’t Do It
11:50 Liv And Maddie
12:15 Jessie
12:40 The Next Step
13:05 The Next Step
13:30 The Next Step
13:55 The Next Step
14:25 H2O: Just Add Water
14:55 Lolirock
15:25 Austin & Ally
16:00 Jessie
16:30 Jessie
17:00 Liv And Maddie
17:25 Mako Mermaids
17:50 Dog With A Blog
18:15 I Didn’t Do It
18:40 Girl Meets World
19:05 The Next Step
19:30 Bad Hair Day
21:10 Good Luck Charlie
21:35 Wizards Of Waverly Place
22:00 Wizards Of Waverly Place
22:25 Sabrina: Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
22:50 Sabrina: Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
23:10 Wolfblood
23:35 Wolfblood

00:00 THS
00:55 Fashion Bloggers
01:25 Christina Milian Turned Up
01:50 Christina Milian Turned Up
02:20 E! News
03:15 Eric And Jessie: Game On
03:40 Eric And Jessie: Game On
04:10 THS
05:05 The E! True Hollywood Story
06:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
06:55 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
07:50 Style Star
08:20 E! News
09:15 House Of DVF
10:15 House Of DVF
11:10 Fashion Bloggers
11:35 Fashion Bloggers
12:05 E! News
13:05 THS
14:05 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
15:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
16:00 Giuliana & Bill
17:00 Giuliana & Bill
18:00 E! News
19:00 New Money
19:30 New Money
20:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
21:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
22:00 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
23:00 Christina Milian Turned Up
23:30 Christina Milian Turned Up

00:00 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
01:00 Chopped South Africa
02:00 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
03:00 Roadtrip With G. Garvin
04:00 Mystery Diners
04:30 Mystery Diners
05:00 Chopped
06:00 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
06:30 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
07:00 Man Fire Food
07:30 Man Fire Food
08:00 Chopped
09:00 The Big Eat...
10:00 The Kitchen
12:00 The Pioneer Woman
12:30 The Pioneer Woman
13:00 Guy’s Big Bite
13:30 Guy’s Big Bite
14:00 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
17:00 Chopped
18:00 Siba’s Table
18:30 Siba’s Table
19:00 Man Fire Food
19:30 Man Fire Food
20:00 Kitchen Casino
21:00 Farm King
22:00 Trisha’s Southern Kitchen
22:30 Trisha’s Southern Kitchen
23:00 Food Court Wars

02:55 Coronation Street
05:00 Paddock To Plate
05:55 Peter Andre’s 60 Minute
Makeover
06:45 Who’s Doing The Dishes?
07:35 Safe House
08:25 Black Work
09:20 Hiding
10:15 Big Star’s Little Star
12:00 Brendan’s Magical Mystery
Tour
12:25 Come Date With Me
Australia
14:05 Paddock To Plate
15:00 Gino’s Italian Escape
15:55 Black Work
16:45 Safe House
17:35 Peter Andre’s 60 Minute
Makeover
18:30 Brendan’s Magical Mystery
Tour
19:00 Gino’s Italian Escape
19:55 Safe House
20:50 Come Date With Me
Australia
21:45 Cilla
22:40 Black Work
23:35 Agatha Christie’s Marple

00:00 Crowd Control
00:30 Crowd Control
01:00 Ultimate Survival Alaska
02:00 Breakout
03:00 Ancient Secrets: Mystery Of
The Silver Pharaoh
04:00 Inside
05:00 Mega Factories
06:00 Star Talk
07:00 Cesar To The Rescue
08:00 Crowd Control
08:30 Crowd Control
09:00 Ultimate Survival Alaska
10:00 Breakout
11:00 The Border
12:00 Nazi Underworld
13:00 Building Wild
14:00 Building Wild
15:00 Nordic Wild
16:00 The Living Edens
17:00 Top 10 Biggest Beasts Ever
19:00 Nordic Wild
20:00 The Living Edens
21:00 Top 10 Biggest Beasts Ever
23:00 The Border

00:30 The Daily Show Global
Edition
01:00 The Nightly Show Global
Edition
01:30 Saturday Night Live
02:30 Parks And Recreation
03:00 Cristela
03:30 New Girl
04:00 Hot In Cleveland
04:30 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
05:30 My Name Is Earl
06:00 My Boys
06:30 Community
07:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
08:00 Hot In Cleveland
08:30 My Name Is Earl
09:00 Cristela
09:30 Your Family Or Mine
10:00 The Mindy Project
10:30 Community
11:00 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
12:00 My Boys
12:30 Hot In Cleveland
13:00 My Name Is Earl
13:30 Community
14:00 New Girl
14:30 Your Family Or Mine
15:00 The Mindy Project
15:30 The Daily Show Global
Edition
16:00 The Nightly Show Global
Edition
16:30 My Boys
17:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
18:00 Cristela
18:30 Cougar Town
19:00 Brooklyn Nine-Nine
19:30 The Mindy Project
20:00 Last Man Standing
20:30 Last Man Standing
21:00 The Daily Show With Jon
Stewart
21:30 The Nightly Show With Larry
Wilmore
22:00 Saturday Night Live
23:00 Parks And Recreation
23:30 Last Man Standing

13:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
14:00 Marvel’s Agents Of
S.H.I.E.L.D.
15:00 Red Band Society
16:00 Emmerdale
16:30 Coronation Street
17:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
18:00 Marvel’s Agents Of
S.H.I.E.L.D.
19:00 Criminal Minds
20:00 Suits
21:00 Graceland
22:00 The Newsroom
23:00 Once Upon A Time

04:35 Calimero
04:50 Zou
05:00 Loopdidoo
05:15 Art Attack
05:35 Henry Hugglemonster
05:50 Calimero
06:00 Zou
06:15 Loopdidoo
06:25 Limon And Oli
06:35 Art Attack
07:00 Calimero
07:10 Zou
07:25 Nina Needs To Go
07:30 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
07:55 Sofia The First
08:20 Doc McStuffins
08:45 Loopdidoo
08:55 Limon And Oli
09:05 Sheriff Callie’s Wild West
09:30 Minnie’s Bow-Toons
09:35 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
10:00 Sofia The First
10:25 Nina Needs To Go
10:30 Jake And The Neverland
Pirates
10:55 Runaway Shuffle/Surfin’
The Whirlpool
11:20 Doc McStuffins
11:45 Henry Hugglemonster
12:15 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
12:35 Sheriff Callie’s Wild West
13:00 Cinderella III: A Twist In
Time
14:25 Runaway Shuffle/Surfin’
The Whirlpool
14:50 Doc McStuffins
15:15 Sofia The First
15:40 Minnie’s Bow Toons
15:45 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
16:10 Lilo & Stitch
16:35 Adventures Of The
Gummi Bears
17:00 Chip n Dale Rescue
Rangers
17:25 Ducktales
17:50 Jake And The Neverland
Pirates
18:00 Runaway Shuffle/Surfin’
The Whirlpool
18:25 Messages From Miles
18:30 Sofia The First
18:55 Nina Needs To Go
19:00 Cinderella III: A Twist In
Time
20:30 Sofia The First
20:55 Cars Toons
21:00 Chip n Dale Rescue
Rangers
21:25 Ducktales
21:50 Lilo & Stitch
22:15 Zou
22:30 Art Attack
22:55 Limon And Oli
23:05 Henry Hugglemonster
23:20 Calimero
23:35 Zou
23:50 Loopdidoo
00:05 Art Attack
00:30 Henry Hugglemonster
00:45 Calimero
01:00 Zou
01:15 Loopdidoo
01:30 Art Attack
01:55 Henry Hugglemonster
02:05 Calimero
02:20 Zou
02:30 Loopdidoo
02:45 Art Attack
Disney XD
06:00 The 7D
06:10 Randy Cunningham: 9th
Grade Ninja
06:35 Mini Ninjas
07:00 Phineas And Ferb
07:25 Boyster
07:50 Supa Strikas
08:15 Supa Strikas
08:40 Mighty Med
09:05 Lab Rats
09:30 Mini Ninjas
10:00 Mini Ninjas
10:25 Mini Ninjas
10:50 Mini Ninjas
11:15 Mini Ninjas

00:45 How I Live Now-PG15
02:30 The Monuments Men-PG15
04:30 Upside Down-PG15
06:30 The Amazing Spider-Man 2
09:00 At Middleton-PG15
10:45 Diana-PG15
12:45 The Butler-PG15
15:00 Khumba-PG
17:00 At Middleton-PG15
19:00 Good Deeds-PG15
21:00 Sabotage-PG15
23:00 Ride Along-PG15

01:15 Luke And Lucy: The Texas
Rangers
03:00 The Olsen Gang In Deep
Trouble
04:30 Goat Story 2
06:00 Knight Rusty
08:00 Ernest & Celestine
09:45 Ghatothkach - Master Of Magic
11:30 The Nut Job
13:15 The Olsen Gang In Deep
Trouble
14:45 Cinderella
16:15 Pim And Pom: The Big
Adventure
18:00 Ghatothkach - Master Of Magic
20:00 Escape From Planet Earth
22:00 Cinderella
23:30 Pim And Pom: The Big
Adventure

PG
03:45 The Fault In Our Stars-PG15
06:00 Avengers Confidential: Black
Widow & Punisher-PG15
08:00 American Warships-PG15
09:45 Iron Man-PG15
12:00 The Book Thief-PG15
14:15 Avengers Confidential: Black
Widow & Punisher-PG15
16:00 American Warships-PG15
18:00 Breakout-PG15
20:00 The Colony-PG15
22:00 Oculus-PG15

00:30 World Rugby
01:00 Ladies US Open Golf
06:30 NRL Full Time
07:00 Live NRL Premiership
09:00 Live NRL Premiership
11:00 ICC Cricket 360
11:30 Live Cricket - ODI - BANG v SA
19:30 Inside The PGA Tour
20:00 Live PGA Tour

00:00 PGA European Tour 
07:00 AFL Premiership Highlights 
08:00 Live AFL Premiership
11:00 This Is PGA Tour CANADA
11:30 WEB.Com Tour 
13:30 Champions Tour 
16:30 Live PGA European Tour
21:30 This Is PGA Tour CANADA
22:00 Trans World Sport
23:00 Indycar Highlights 

02:00 Live Caribbean Premier
League : Jamaica v Barbados
05:30 Caribbean Premier League
H/L: St Kitts v Trinidad & Tobago
10:30 Caribbean Premier League
H/L:  Jamaica v Barbados
12:30 ICC Cricket 360, Episode 27
13:00 Live The Ashes: ENG v AUS,
1st Test, Day 5

00:00 Shipping Wars
01:00 American Restoration
02:00 Big Rig Bounty Hunters
03:00 Alaska Off-Road Warriors
04:00 Ice Road Truckers
05:00 Counting Cars
07:00 Barry’d Treasure
08:00 The Legend Of Shelby The
Swamp Man
09:00 Mountain Men
10:00 American Restoration
11:00 Ice Road Truckers
12:00 Big Rig Bounty Hunters
13:00 Down East Dickering
14:00 Alaska Off-Road Warriors
15:00 American Pickers
16:00 Storage Wars
19:30 Pawn Stars
20:00 American Pickers
21:00 Mountain Men
22:00 Alaska Off-Road Warriors
23:00 Alone

00:50 Sabrina: Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
01:15 Sabrina: Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
01:40 Wolfblood
02:05 Wolfblood
02:30 Violetta
03:20 Sabrina: Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
03:45 Sabrina: Secrets Of A

00:15 Coronation Street
01:05 Hiding
02:00 Peter Andre’s 60 Minute
Makeover

00:00 Red Band Society
01:00 Supernatural
02:00 Devious Maids
03:00 Once Upon A Time
04:00 Witches Of East End
05:00 C.S.I.
06:00 Red Band Society
07:00 Once Upon A Time
08:00 Marvel’s Agents Of
S.H.I.E.L.D.
09:00 C.S.I.
10:00 Witches Of East End
11:00 Supernatural
12:00 Emmerdale
12:30 Coronation Street

02:00 Good Morning America
03:00 Castle
06:00 Good Morning America
07:00 Emmerdale
07:30 Coronation Street
08:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
09:00 Prison Break
10:00 Emmerdale
10:30 Coronation Street
11:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
12:00 Marvel’s Agent Carter
13:00 Grey’s Anatomy
15:00 Live Good Morning America
16:00 Prison Break
17:00 Marvel’s Agent Carter
18:00 Grey’s Anatomy
19:00 Prison Break
20:00 Marvel’s Agent Carter
21:00 Grey’s Anatomy
22:00 Castle
23:00 The Voice

00:00 Pacific Rim
02:15 The Purge
04:00 Street Fighter
06:00 Mercenaries
08:00 500 mph Storm
09:45 Red Sky
11:45 The Last Castle
14:00 Mercenaries
15:45 Pacific Rim
18:00 500 mph Storm
19:45 The Last Castle
22:00 A Stranger In Paradise

00:15 The Purge-PG15
02:00 Street Fighter-PG15
04:00 Mercenaries-PG15
06:00 500 mph Storm-PG15
07:45 Red Sky-PG15
09:45 The Last Castle-PG15
12:00 Mercenaries-PG15
13:45 Pacific Rim-PG15
16:00 500 mph Storm-PG15
17:45 The Last Castle-PG15
20:00 A Stranger In Paradise-PG15
22:00 Shark Week-PG15

00:00 Life Of Crime
02:00 Foodfight!
04:00 The Life Aquatic With Steve
Zissou
06:00 Raising Helen
08:00 For Better Or For Worse
10:00 Foodfight!
12:00 Raising Helen
14:00 She-Devil
16:00 For Better Or For Worse
18:00 Life
20:00 Every Day
22:00 Schuks! Your Country Needs
You

01:00 Won’t Back Down-PG15
03:00 My Last Day Without You-
PG15
05:00 Stolen Child-PG15
07:00 Little Red-PG15
08:30 The Past-PG15
10:45 Stolen Child-PG15
12:30 The Bag Man-PG15
14:30 The Fifth Estate-PG15
16:45 The Past-PG15
19:00 White Bird In A Blizzard-
PG15
21:00 Capital-PG15
23:00 To The Wonder-PG15

00:45 Up Close And Personal
03:00 Grand Piano
05:00 Collaborator
07:00 The Boxer
09:00 The Magic Of Belle Isle
11:00 Grand Piano
13:00 Jack And The Cuckoo Clock
Heart
15:00 Battle Of The Year
17:00 The Magic Of Belle Isle
19:00 Nebraska
21:00 Buried
23:00 The Factory

00:00 Run For Your Wife-PG15
02:00 Hellboy: Sword Of Storms-

00:45 Pawn Queens
01:35 My Crazy Obsession
04:05 Ballroom Blitz
05:00 Randy To The Rescue
06:00 Say Yes To The Dress
06:25 Super Soul Sunday
07:15 Say Yes To The Dress
08:05 Obsessive Compulsive
Cleaners
08:55 Pawn Queens

09:20 Pawn Queens
09:45 Cake Boss
10:10 Little People, Big World
10:35 Extreme Couponing
11:00 Toddlers & Tiaras
11:50 Oprah Presents: Master
Class
12:40 Super Soul Sunday
13:30 Something Borrowed,
Something New
13:55 Something Borrowed,
Something New
14:20 Say Yes To The Dress
15:10 Cake Boss
15:35 Little People, Big World
16:00 Toddlers & Tiaras
16:50 Say Yes To The Dress
18:05 Extreme Couponing
18:30 Randy To The Rescue
19:20 Love, Lust Or Run
20:10 Super Soul Sunday
21:00 Your Style In His Hands
21:50 Love, Lust Or Run
22:40 Extreme Cheapskates
23:05 90 Days To Wed
23:55 Your Style In His Hands

Cartoon Network
03:20 Total Drama: All Stars
04:05 Ninjago: Masters Of
Spinjitzu
04:50 Teen Titans Go!
05:10 Grojband
06:00 Clarence
06:20 Ben 10: Omniverse
07:00 Ninjago: Masters Of
Spinjitzu
07:25 Transformers: Robots In
Disguise
07:45 Matt Hatter New
08:10 Teen Titans Go!
08:55 The Amazing World Of
Gumball
09:15 Johnny Test
10:00 Adventure Time
10:45 Steven Universe
11:10 Regular Show
11:55 Uncle Grandpa
12:40 Ninjago: Masters Of
Spinjitzu
13:00 Ninjago: Masters Of
Spinjitzu
13:25 Transformers: Robots In
Disguise
13:45 Matt Hatter New
14:10 Teen Titans Go!
14:30 Ben 10
15:15 Adventure Time
15:40 The Amazing World Of
Gumball
16:25 Clarence
17:10 Steven Universe
17:30 Incredible Crew
17:55 Teen Titans Go!
18:40 The Amazing World Of
Gumball
19:25 Adventure Time
20:10 Regular Show
20:55 Teen Titans Go!
21:15 Transformers: Robots In
Disguise
21:40 Adventure Time
22:25 Johnny Test
23:10 Regular Show
23:55 Total Drama: Pahkitew
Island
00:40 Grojband
01:25 Teen Titans Go!
01:50 Regular Show
02:35 Johnny Test

03:10 Henry Hugglemonster
03:20 Calimero
03:35 Zou
03:45 Loopdidoo
04:00 Art Attack
04:25 Henry Hugglemonster



Classifieds
SUNDAY, JULY 12, 2015

DIAL161 FOR AIRPORT INFORMATION

Prayer timings

Fajr: 03:24
Shorook 04:56
Duhr: 11:54
Asr: 15:29
Maghrib: 18:51
Isha: 20:18

Directorate General of Civil Aviation Home Page (www.kuwait-airport.com.kw)

Arrival Flights on Sunday 12/7/2015
Airlines Flt Route Time
KAC 564 Amman 00:05

QTR 1084 Doha 00:05

THY 772 Istanbul 00:15

JZR 239 Amman 00:20

JZR 267 Beirut 00:30

MEA 408 Beirut 01:00

JZR 539 Cairo 01:30

JAI 574 Mumbai 01:30

PGT 858 Istanbul 01:40

RJA 642 Amman 01:45

ETH 620 Addis Ababa 01:50

GFA 211 Bahrain 02:15

KKK 6507 Istanbul 02:15

UAE 853 Dubai 02:25

OMA 643 Muscat 02:35

QTR 1076 Doha 03:05

ETD 305 Abu Dhabi 03:05

CEB 7594 Manila 03:10

RJA 644 Amman 03:10

MSR 612 Cairo 03:15

KAC 1544 Cairo 03:35

MSC 401 Alexandria 04:00

PGT 860 Istanbul 04:05

JZR 555 Alexandria 04:15

THY 770 Istanbul 04:40

QTR 8632 Doha 05:05

DHX 170 Bahrain 05:10

KAC 412 Manila/Bangkok 06:15

BAW 157 London 06:35

JZR 563 Sohag 06:45

KAC 288 Dhaka 06:55

KAC 206 Islamabad 07:30

KAC 382 Delhi 07:30

SVA 512 Riyadh 07:50

KAC 302 Mumbai 07:55

KAC 352 Kochi 07:55

QTR 1086 Doha 07:55

KAC 334 Trivandrum 08:15

UAE 855 Dubai 08:25

KAC 362 Colombo 08:30

ABY 125 Sharjah 09:05

ETD 301 Abu Dhabi 09:10

IRC 528 Ahwaz 09:15

IRA 665 Shiraz 09:25

KAC 350 Kochi 09:40

FDB 055 Dubai 09:40

QTR 1070 Doha 10:00

SYR 341 Latakia 10:05

RJD 135 Abu Dhabi 10:30

GFA 213 Bahrain 10:40

UAE 873 Dubai 10:40

MEA 404 Beirut 10:55

MSC 405 Sohag 11:20

JZR 561 Sohag 11:25

SAW 701 Damascus 12:35

UAE 871 Dubai 12:45

MSR 610 Cairo 13:00

THY 766 Istanbul 13:10

IRC 6507 Shiraz 13:15

KAC 672 Dubai 13:55

AXB 393 Kozhikode 13:55

QTR 1078 Doha 14:05

FDB 057 Dubai 14:20

GFA 221 Bahrain 14:20

SVA 500 Jeddah 14:30

KNE 472 Jeddah 14:55

KAC 788 Jeddah 15:00

OMA 645 Muscat 15:05

KAC 1802 Cairo 15:35

ABY 127 Sharjah 15:35

UAE 857 Dubai 15:45

NIA 251 Alexandria 15:50

RJA 640 Amman 15:55

ETD 303 Abu Dhabi 16:00

JZR 535 Cairo 16:05

FDB 051 Dubai 16:10

QTR 1072 Doha 16:20

JZR 787 Riyadh 16:35

KAC 792 Madinah 16:50

KAC 562 Amman 17:00

SVA 510 Riyadh 17:15

UAL 982 IAD 17:25

GFA 215 Bahrain 17:30

JZR 177 Dubai 17:45

LMU 510 Cairo 17:45

JZR 777 Jeddah 17:50

KAC 678 Muscat/Abu Dhabi 17:50

JZR 483 Istanbul 18:20

KAC 502 Beirut 18:35

KAC 786 Jeddah 18:35

KAC 542 Cairo 18:55

KAC 618 Doha 18:55

QTR 1080 Doha 18:55

KAC 166 Paris/Rome 19:00

KAC 742 Dammam 19:00

GFA 217 Bahrain 19:05

UAE 875 Dubai 19:05

ABY 123 Sharjah 19:20

MSR 606 Luxor 19:30

JAI 572 Mumbai 19:35

KAC 774 Riyadh 19:40

KAC 102 New York/London 19:55

KAC 674 Dubai 20:00

OMA 647 Muscat 20:00

KAC 514 Tehran 20:10

MEA 402 Beirut 20:15

DLH 636 Frankfurt 20:20

ALK 229 Colombo 21:10

ETD 307 Abu Dhabi 21:15

UAE 859 Dubai 21:15

KLM 417 Amsterdam 21:25

FDB 073 Dubai 21:30

QTR 1074 Doha 21:30

GFA 219 Bahrain 21:45

KAC 172 Frankfurt 21:50

THY 764 Istanbul 22:10

ETD 309 Abu Dhabi 22:10

AIC 981 Chennai/Ahmedabad 22:25

RBG 551 Alexandria 22:30

UAL 981 Bahrain 22:40

BBC 044 Dhaka/Dammam 22:40

FDB 059 Dubai 22:50

JAI 526 Chennai/Abu Dhabi 23:00

MSR 614 Cairo 23:30

FDB 071 Dubai 23:35

PIA 205 Lahore 23:40

Departure Flights on Sunday 12/7/2015
Airlines Flt Route Time
AIC 988 Hyderabad/Chennai 00:05

JZR 562 Sohag 00:20

JAI 573 Mumbai 00:25

UAL 981 IAD 00:25

MSR 615 Cairo 00:30

FDB 072 Dubai 00:45

DLH 635 Frankfurt 01:35

MEA 409 Beirut 02:00

THY 773 Istanbul 02:05

ETH 621 Addis Ababa 02:50

JAI 525 Abu Dhabi/Chennai 02:55

PGT 859 Istanbul 02:55

KKK 6508 Istanbul 03:10

OMA 644 Muscat 03:35

UAE 854 Dubai 03:45

RJA 645 Amman 03:55

ETD 306 Abu Dhabi 04:05

QTR 1077 Doha 04:05

MSR 613 Cairo 04:15

CEB 7695 Manila 04:40

PGT 861 Istanbul 04:45

THY 765 Istanbul 04:55

MSC 406 Sohag 05:00

JZR 560 Sohag 05:00

QTR 1085 Doha 05:20

QTR 8632 Lahore/Doha 06:35

RJA 643 Amman 06:35

THY 771 Istanbul 06:50

GFA 212 Bahrain 06:50

BAW 156 London 08:30

KAC 171 Frankfurt 08:30

SVA 513 Riyadh 08:50

QTR 1087 Doha 08:55

KAC 117 New York 08:55

KAC 1801 Cairo 09:00

JZR 534 Cairo 09:15

KAC 671 Dubai 09:25

KAC 787 Jeddah 09:30

JZR 482 Istanbul 09:30

ABY 126 Sharjah 09:45

UAE 856 Dubai 09:50

ETD 302 Abu Dhabi 10:00

IRC 529 Ahwaz 10:15

IRA 664 Shiraz 10:25

FDB 056 Dubai 10:40

KAC 677 Abu Dhabi/Muscat 10:50

QTR 1071 Doha 11:00

KAC 501 Beirut 11:00

SYR 342 Latakia 11:05

KAC 561 Amman 11:25

RJD 136 Abu Dhabi 11:30

GFA 214 Bahrain 11:35

MEA 405 Beirut 11:55

KAC 791 Madinah 12:00

KAC 541 Cairo 12:05

UAE 874 Dubai 12:10

KAC 103 London 12:10

JZR 776 Jeddah 12:15

MSC 402 Alexandria 12:20

KAC 785 Jeddah 13:00

JZR 786 Riyadh 13:10

JZR 176 Dubai 13:10

SAW 702 Damascus 13:35

MSR 611 Cairo 14:00

KAC 5521 Al Najaf 14:00

THY 767 Istanbul 14:10

UAE 872 Dubai 14:15

IRC 6508 Shiraz 14:15

AXB 394 Kozhikode 14:55

QTR 1079 Doha 15:05

GFA 222 Bahrain 15:05

FDB 058 Dubai 15:05

KAC 617 Doha 15:15

KAC 673 Dubai 15:20

KAC 513 Tehran 15:40

SVA 503 Jeddah 15:45

KAC 741 Dammam 15:55

KAC 773 Riyadh 15:55

KNE 473 Jeddah 16:00

OMA 646 Muscat 16:05

ABY 128 Sharjah 16:15

NIA 252 Alexandria 16:50

ETD 304 Abu Dhabi 16:50

RJA 641 Amman 16:55

JZR 266 Beirut 17:05

FDB 052 Dubai 17:10

QTR 1073 Doha 17:25

UAE 858 Dubai 17:40

SVA 511 Riyadh 18:15

GFA 216 Bahrain 18:20

UAL 982 Bahrain 18:40

JZR 538 Cairo 18:40

LMU 511 Cairo 18:45

JZR 238 Amman 18:45

GFA 218 Bahrain 19:50

QTR 1081 Doha 19:55

ABY 124 Sharjah 20:00

KAC 361 Colombo 20:00

MSR 619 Alexandria 20:30

UAE 876 Dubai 20:35

JAI 571 Mumbai 20:35

KAC 1543 Cairo 20:55

KAC 343 Chennai 20:55

OMA 648 Muscat 21:00

DLH 636 Dammam 21:00

KAC 351 Kochi 21:05

KAC 283 Dhaka 21:05

MEA 403 Beirut 21:15

JZR 554 Alexandria 21:15

DHX 171 Bahrain 21:50

ETD 308 Abu Dhabi 22:05

FDB 074 Dubai 22:10

ALK 230 Colombo 22:20

KAC 381 Delhi 22:20

UAE 860 Dubai 22:25

KLM 417 Dammam/Amsterdam 22:25

KAC 349 Kochi 22:30

KAC 301 Mumbai 22:30

QTR 1075 Doha 22:40

GFA 220 Bahrain 22:45

KAC 205 Islamabad 22:50

ETD 310 Abu Dhabi 23:00

RBG 552 Alexandria 23:10

KAC 411 Bangkok/Manila 23:25

Looking for job as driver, 11
years experience in Kuwait,
knowing all areas. Please
contact: 55748362. 
(C 5006)
10-7-2015

SITUATION WANTED

CHANGE OF NAME

Luxury Sea View 2,3 and 4 bedroom

apartments available in 

Fintas, Mangaf 
and Salmiya

Call us to book an appointment for viewing

55023232, 22282774 
email:info@aqaarati.com

www.aqaarati.com

I, Thimmisetty Palle Murali
S/o T.Narayana holder of
Indian Passport
No.J3509759 residing at
Thimmisetty Palle Village,
Post C.M. Rachapalle, Kodur

Mandalam, District Kadapa,
Andhra Pradesh, India. I
would like to change my
name from Thimmisetty
Palle Murali to Thimmisetty
Murali. (C 5007)
12-7-2015



Companionship with others is most rewarding. Keeping secrets could
prove disastrous. Be sure to think of others as well as yourself during this time,
especially with members of the opposite sex. This can be most beneficial–particu-
larly if you do not want your partner to fuss at you for being forgetful. Check your
calendar. Sometime today is an excellent time to spend with family and close
friends in a leisure setting. Your ability to get along with family and friends could
be tested this afternoon. If you maintain a practical, realistic outlook, you may help
a loved one greatly. This evening is a great time to reflect and understand your
own situation, just how you feel about yourself. 

This could be a frustrating time, no matter where you are this day. If
you are busily involved with projects and cannot set them aside for a time, make
a concentrated effort to stay focused. This may mean that you will need to keep
interactions with other people at a minimum until you complete your task. If you
want to correct some misunderstanding between you and another person, you
will find the late afternoon a suitable time for reaching an understanding. This is a
good weekend to putter around the house and encourage others to do the same.
Chores could be shared, especially with the promise of a reward, perhaps a movie
or homemade ice cream treat.

Making money is second nature and you are able to field ideas and
bring forth growth and success. You may find yourself guiding others

in ways to help them invest their money. You find it easy to solve any problems
that may occur. Others benefit from this ability of yours. You can handle emotional
and personal issues where angels fear to tread–vulnerable areas. People sense this
talent and trust you with sensitive matters, questions of personal identity. Others
may find you especially witty as well–maybe a little eccentric. You may have
insights or breakthroughs with regard to your living situation or life circumstances.
Others value you for these unique qualities.

You develop a knack for organizing things and people, as a sense of
ambition and sensibleness takes hold. Work, achievement and ambition are the
things that mean a lot to you now. New opportunities allow you to express your
outgoing nature and extremely skillful ways of handling other people. You are a
natural for working with or for the public. You would make an excellent public-
relations manager or you could handle customer-relations work with a large com-
pany. Some energies that are present today are pulling out your deepest, perhaps
buried, emotions. This is finally the day to let go of those cantankerous emotional
problems. 

A perfect balance between your career needs and your personal
needs should bring about an inner peace today that you rarely get a chance to
enjoy. Neither side of you has to struggle with the other. In addition, you have a
supersensitive awareness of the moods and needs of others, making this an excel-
lent time to run seminars or to work with groups. However, make it a point to take
some time off from slaying dragons and recharge your batteries! This is a good day
to become involved in some creative project. You may enjoy a bit of yard work or
exercise later. Writing may be another area in which you could excel. The written
word is a favorite pastime activity. 

You should experience all the benefits of this most powerful planet.
Your passion to achieve is high and your creative juices are flowing, ready to be
applied to the work at hand. You may unconsciously help a close friend through
your efforts. Your interest is heightened regarding a moneymaking idea, but you
have to wait until monday morning before you can investigate the idea. You may
have an interest in some sort of cultural or literary affair this afternoon. Some form
of entertainment is imminent and you may find yourself scurrying around to pre-
pare or get ready for the event. Avoid, however, making large purchases–they are
not necessary. 

The present energies around you today are pulling at your memories.
This would be a good time to put together a scrap book or update the picture
album. A family gathering could prove interesting–be diplomatic; steer clear of talk
about money, business or older relatives. Are you in loveif you are not in love, you
need to do some writing about what is on your mind. Talk your thoughts over with
a good friend. Coming to grips with the past or getting in touch with the mystical
and the spiritual are some of the things that give you a sense of satisfaction. You
may find yourself looking for a little romance today or at least enjoying some emo-
tional release. You can appreciate feelings and movement.

This should be a busy day. Your enthusiasm is high, probably more
fervent than those around you. If you have work to do, it may be better if you work
independently. If opinions must be exchanged with others, your confidence should
see you through this day. You are very serious when it comes to sacrifice and doing
all you can to make things easier for people. You pursue psychology, the human
psyche and things mystical. You are quite painstaking when it comes to giving and
helping. There will be time this afternoon to enjoy your loved ones. You are uncon-
ventional when it comes to self-expression. You find new ways to be entertained–
possibly sports, the creative arts, etc. A romantic evening can be enjoyed.

A need to be respected is an emotionally charged issue in your life.
This is a time when you can expect a little boost–some sort of extra support or
recognition from those around you. You may feel that you are in touch and in har-
mony with others; the lines of communication are open. The support you need is
available. You may not be able to shake an unrealistic and perhaps, dreamy mood.
This may not be the best time to attempt to get your ideas across to others. You
may find yourself feeling blocked and unable to express yourself, particularly in a
group situation. Maintain a focus and if you feel a change is needed, implement
those changes to your advantage–gradually. 

Today you will be able to tackle the cleanup chores, including a few
outside projects. You want more beauty near your living quarters and may purchase
unusual plants to nurture and watch grow. You find yourself in a very practical
mood and working with, instead of against, yourself. Today could bring the unex-
pected or find you in a very unusual mood. It may be that you will feel like getting
away from the routine to do something different this afternoon. New insight or
breakthroughs come, perhaps while you are with your friends. Questions that are
what-if questions are fun and can lead to some enlightening situations. 

SUNDAY, JULY 12, 2015

Aries (March 21-April 19)

STAR TRACK

Taurus (April 20-May 20)

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

Leo (July 23-August 22)

Virgo (August 23-September 22)

Libra (September 23-October 22)

Scorpio (October 23-November 21)

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21)

Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

Pisces (February 19-March 20)

Aquarius (January 20- February 18)

CROSSWORD 961

ACROSS
1. Any of various long-tailed rodents similar to

but larger than a mouse.

4. A nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drug (trade

name Clinoril).

12. A doctor's degree in education.

15. A benevolent aspect of Devi.

16. Generalized edema with accumulation of

serum in subcutaneous connective tissue.

17. A flat wing-shaped process or winglike part

of an organism.

18. English theoretical physicist who applied rel-

ativity theory to quantum mechanics and pre-

dicted the existence of antimatter and the

positron (1902-1984).

20. A dry cold north wind in SE France.

22. Unpleasantly cool and humid.

25. The sixth month of the civil year.

27. Sterile offspring of a male donkey and a

female horse.

29. A motley assortment of things.

36. At right angles to the length of a ship or air-

plane.

38. A tributary of the Rhine.

39. (computer science) The smallest discrete

component of an image or picture on a CRT

screen (usually a colored dot).

40. The use of nuclear magnetic resonance of

protons to produce proton density images.

41. Chilean evergreen whose leafy boughs are

used for thatching.

43. A folded part (as a fold of skin or muscle).

45. Used of the language of the deaf.

48. Half the width of an em.

49. 300 to 3000 kilohertz.

50. Duck of the northern hemisphere much val-

ued for the fine soft down of the females.

51. An associate degree in nursing.

52. One of the five major classes of immunoglob-

ulins.

55. (Akkadian) God of wisdom.

57. A message received and understood that

reduces the recipient's uncertainty.

61. A sheet or band of fibrous connective tissue

separating or binding together muscles and

organs etc.

63. Sluggish tailless Australian arboreal marsupi-

al with gray furry ears and coat.

67. The Fate who determines the length of the

thread of life.

70. Electrical conduction through a gas in an

applied electric field.

71. A medicinal drug used to evoke vomiting

(especially in cases of drug overdose or poison-

ing).

74. The seventh month of the Moslem calendar.

75. The month following February and preced-

ing April.

76. Roman grammarian whose textbook on

Latin grammar was used throughout the Middle

Ages (fourth century).

78. The face of a timepiece.

79. A rapid bustling commotion.

80. French philosopher and theologian.

81. A river in north central Switzerland that runs

northeast into the Rhine.

DOWN
1. European freshwater fish resembling the

roach.

2. Type genus of the Amiidae.

3. A mountain lake (especially one formed by

glaciers).

4. An enclosed space.

5. An organization of independent states to pro-

mote international peace and security.

6. Productive work (especially physical work

done for wages).

7. Goddess of fertility.

8. A cape at the southern tip of Norway.

9. Conceived of or imagined or hoped for.

10. A radioactive element of the actinide series.

11. A white metallic element that burns with a

brilliant light.

12. An informal term for a father.

13. A feeling of strong eagerness (usually in favor

of a person or cause).

14. Fallow deer.

19. Jordan's port.

21. Diuretic (trade name Edecrin) used to treat

edema.

23. An ugly evil-looking old woman.

24. American prizefighter who won the world

heavyweight championship three times (born in

1942).

26. Any of various hard resins from trees of the

family Dipterocarpaceae and of the genus

Agathis.

28. In or relating to or obtained from urine.

30. Any of various deciduous or evergreen orna-

mental shrubs of the genus Abelia having oppo-

site simple leaves and cymes of small white or

pink or purplish flowers.

31. Extremely cold.

32. A person regarded as arrogant and annoying.

33. The month following July and preceding

September.

34. Syncopated music in duple time for dancing

the rumba.

35. Manufactured in standard sizes to be

shipped and assembled elsewhere.

37. An endorsement made in a passport that

allows the bearer to enter the country issuing it v

1.

42. An unabridged dictionary constructed on

historical principles.

44. Of or like a cecum.

46. Not friendly.

47. (British slang) An unpleasant smell.

53. A pointed instrument used to prod into

motion.

54. Small genus of South American evergreen

vines.

56. A soft silvery metallic element of the alkali

earth group.

58. Stout-bodied insect with large membranous

wings.

59. (combining form) Very large in scale or scope

or capability.

60. A member of a seafaring group of North

American Indians who lived on the Pacific coast

of British Columbia and southwestern Alaska.

62. An emotional response that has been

acquired by conditioning.

64. Toward the mouth or oral region.

65. A self-replicating protein molecule that occu-

pies a fixed place on a chromosome.

66. A Chadic language spoken south of Lake

Chad.

68. A flat-bottomed volcanic crater that was

formed by an explosion.

69. (usually followed by `to') Having the neces-

sary means or skill or know-how or authority to

do something.

72. A numbered compartment in a post office

where mail is put to be called for.

73. Of inferior or mixed breed.

77. A state in north central United States.

Yesterday’s Solution

Yesterday’s Solution

Yesterday’s Solution

WORD SEARCH PUZZLE

34s t a r s

Daily SuDoku

Today could bring the unexpected or find you in a very unusual
mood. It may be that you feel like getting away from the routine and just doing
something different. You have a lot of motivation for improving your surroundings
or life situations. You are very motivated to improve. A break from the usual routine
can bring new insights. You could take a vacation from your responsibilities and
explore some more imaginative regions. Speculative interests are emphasized. All
that is mental comes to you without struggle or labor–ideas and thoughts of all
kinds. 

You may not appreciate the easy way or clear-cut option, and you may
choose a more difficult path. Circumstances may appear to work against you and
bring very sensitive issues to your attention. You could be challenged by someone
close to you or by events. The races–cars, horses or dogs–appeal to you and you
successfully do research to find the most likely winner. Energy and ego combine to
help you attain your ambitions. Full speed ahead! The stimulation that comes from
taking chances invigorates you. Depending on how you handle it, this day could
make or break your reputation. 
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Ahmadi Sama Safwan                                    Fahaeel Makka St 23915883
Abu Halaifa                                        Abu Halaifa-Coastal Rd 23715414
Danat Al-Sultan                              Mahboula Block 1, Coastal Rd 23726558

Jahra Modern Jahra                                   Jahra-Block 3 Lot 1 24575518
Madina Munawara                        Jahra-Block 92 24566622

Capital Ahlam                                                   Fahad Al-Salem St 22436184
Khaldiya Coop                                 Khaldiya Coop 24833967

Farwaniya New Shifa                                           Farwaniya Block 40 24734000
Ferdous Coop                                   Ferdous Coop 24881201
Modern Safwan                               Old Kheitan Block 11 24726638

Hawally Tariq                                                      Salmiya-Hamad Mubarak St 25726265
Hana                                                      Salmiya-Amman St 25647075
Ikhlas                                                    Hawally-Beirut St 22625999
Hawally & Rawdha                         Hawally & Rawdha Coop 22564549
Ghadeer                                              Jabriya-Block 1A 25340559
Kindy                                                    Jabriya-Block 3B 25326554
Ibn Al-Nafis                                        Salmiya-Hamad Mubarak St 25721264
Mishrif Coop                                     Mishrif Coop 25380581
Salwa Coop                                        Salwa Coop 25628241

Ophthalmologists
Dr. Abidallah Al-Mansoor            25622444
Dr. Samy Al-Rabeea                         25752222
Dr. Masoma Habeeb                        25321171
Dr. Mubarak Al-Ajmy                      25739999
Dr. Mohsen Abel                                 25757700
Dr  Adnan Hasan Alwayl               25732223
Dr. Abdallah Al-Baghly                  25732223

Ear, Nose & Throat (ENT)
Dr. Ahmed Fouad Mouner          24555050 Ext 510
Dr. Abdallah Al-Ali                            25644660
Dr. Abd Al-Hameed Al-Taweel  25646478
Dr. Sanad Al-Fathalah                    25311996
Dr. Mohammad Al-Daaory         25731988
Dr. Ismail Al-Fodary                         22620166
Dr. Mahmoud Al-Booz                   25651426

General Practitioners
Dr. Mohamme Y Majidi                  24555050 Ext 123
Dr. Yousef Al-Omar                           24719312
Dr. Tarek Al-Mikhazeem               23926920
Dr. Kathem Maarafi                          25730465
Dr. Abdallah Ahmad Eyadah     25655528
Dr. Nabeel Al-Ayoobi                      24577781
Dr. Dina Abidallah Al-Refae       25333501

Urologists
Dr. Ali Naser Al-Serfy                       22641534
Dr. Fawzi Taher Abul                        22639955
Dr. Khaleel Abidallah Al-Awadi 22616660
Dr. Adel Al-Hunayan FRCS (C)   25313120
Dr. Leons Joseph                                66703427

For labor-related inquiries 
and complaints:

Call MSAL hotline 128 

Sabah Hospital                                                 24812000

Amiri Hospital                                                  22450005

Maternity Hospital                                         24843100

Mubarak Al-Kabir Hospital                        25312700

Chest Hospital                                               24849400

Farwaniya Hospital                                    24892010

Adan Hospital                                                23940620

Ibn Sina Hospital                                         24840300

Al-Razi Hospital                                            24846000

Physiotherapy Hospital                            24874330/9

Kaizen center 25716707

Rawda 22517733

Adaliya 22517144

Khaldiya 24848075

Kaifan 24849807

Shamiya 24848913

Shuwaikh 24814507

Abdullah Salem 22549134

Nuzha 22526804

Industrial Shuwaikh 24814764

Qadsiya 22515088

Dasmah 22532265

Bneid Al-Gar 22531908

Shaab 22518752

Qibla 22459381

Ayoun Al-Qibla 22451082

Mirqab 22456536

Sharq 22465401

Salmiya 25746401

Jabriya 25316254

Maidan Hawally 25623444

Bayan 25388462

Mishref 25381200

W Hawally 22630786

Sabah 24810221

Jahra 24770319

New Jahra 24575755

West Jahra 24772608

South Jahra 24775066

North Jahra 24775992

North Jleeb 24311795

Ardhiya 24884079

Firdous 24892674

Omariya 24719048

N Khaitan 24710044

Fintas 23900322

GOVERNORATE PHARMACY                            ADDRESS PHONE

Plastic Surgeons

Dr. Mohammad Al-Khalaf                        22547272

Dr. Abdal-Redha Lari                                   22617700

Dr. Abdel Quttainah                                 25625030/60

Family Doctor

Dr Divya Damodar                        23729596/23729581

Psychiatrists

Dr. Esam Al-Ansari                                         22635047

Dr Eisa M. Al-Balhan                                  22613623/0

Gynaecologists & Obstetricians

DrAdrian arbe                                   23729596/23729581

Dr. Verginia s.Marin                       2572-6666 ext 8321

Dr. Fozeya Ali Al-Qatan                              22655539

Dr. Majeda Khalefa Aliytami                  25343406

Dr. Ahmad Al-Khooly                                  25739272

Dr. Salem soso                                                  22618787

General Surgeons

Dr. Amer Zawaz Al-Amer                          22610044

Dr. Mohammad Yousef Basher             25327148

Internists, Chest & Heart

Dr. Adnan Ebil                                                   22639939

Dr. Mousa Khadada                                      22666300

Dr. Latefa Al-Duweisan                              25728004

Dr. Nadem Al-Ghabra                                  25355515

Dr. Mobarak Aldoub                                    24726446

Dr Nasser Behbehani                                25654300/3

Paediatricians

Dr. Khaled Hamadi                              25665898

Dr. Abd Al-Aziz Al-Rashed                         25340300

Dr. Zahra Qabazard                             25710444

Dr. Sohail Qamar                                   22621099

Dr. Snaa Maaroof                                  25713514

Dr. Pradip Gujare                                  23713100

Dr. Zacharias Mathew                        24334282

Dermatology

Dr. Mohammed Salam 
Bern University                                      23845955

Dentists

Dr Anil Thomas                                       3729596/3729581

Dr. Shamah Al-Matar                          22641071/2

Dr. Anesah Al-Rasheed                     22562226

Dr. Abidallah Al-Amer                       22561444

Dr. Faysal Al-Fozan                              22619557

Dr. Abdallateef Al-Katrash             22525888

Dr. Abidallah Al-Duweisan             25653755

Dr. Bader Al-Ansari                              25620111

Neurologists

Dr. Sohal Najem Al-Shemeri         25633324

Dr. Jasem Mola Hassan                     25345875

Gastrologists

Dr. Sami Aman                                        22636464

Dr. Mohammad Al-Shamaly         25322030

Dr. Foad Abidallah Al-Ali                 22633135

Endocrinologist

     Dr. Abd Al-Naser Al-Othman 25339330

     Dr. Ahmad Al-Ansari 25658888

     Dr. Kamal Al-Shomr 25329924

Physiotherapists & VD

     Dr. Deyaa Shehab 25722291

     Dr. Musaed Faraj Khamees 22666288

Rheumatologists:

     Dr. Adel Al-Awadi 25330060

     Dr. Khaled Al-Jarallah 25722290

Internist, Chest & Heart

     DR.Mohammes Akkad           24555050 Ext 210

     Dr. Mohammad Zubaid
     MB, ChB, FRCPC, PACC
     Assistant Professor Of Medicine
     Head, Division of Cardiology
     Mubarak Al-Kabeer Hospital 25339667

Consultant Cardiologist

     Dr. Farida Al-Habib          2611555-2622555
     MD, PH.D, FACC
     Inaya German Medical Center
     Te: 2575077
     Fax: 25723123

Soor Center
Tel: 2290-1677
Fax: 2290 1688

info@soorcenter.com
www.soorcenter.com

Psychologists
/Psychotherapists

PRIVATE CLINICS

William Schuilenberg, RPC 2290-1677
Zaina Al Zabin, M.Sc. 2290-1677

Kaizen center
25716707

Noor Clinic
23845955

INTERNATIONAL
CALLS

Afghanistan 0093

Albania 00355

Algeria 00213

Andorra 00376

Angola 00244

Anguilla 001264

Antiga 001268

Argentina 0054

Armenia 00374

Australia 0061

Austria 0043

Bahamas 001242

Bahrain 00973

Bangladesh 00880

Barbados 001246

Belarus 00375

Belgium 0032

Belize 00501

Benin 00229

Bermuda 001441

Bhutan 00975

Bolivia 00591

Bosnia 00387

Botswana 00267

Brazil 0055

Brunei 00673

Bulgaria 00359

Burkina 00226

Burundi 00257

Cambodia 00855

Cameroon 00237

Canada 001

Cape Verde 00238

Cayman Islands 001345

Central African 00236

Chad 00235

Chile 0056

China 0086

Colombia 0057

Comoros 00269

Congo 00242

Cook Islands 00682

Costa Rica 00506

Croatia 00385

Cuba 0053

Cyprus 00357

Cyprus (Northern) 0090392

Czech Republic 00420

Denmark 0045

Diego Garcia 00246

Djibouti 00253

Dominica 001767

Dominican Republic 001809

Ecuador 00593

Egypt 0020

El Salvador 00503

England (UK) 0044

Equatorial Guinea 00240

Eritrea 00291

Estonia 00372

Ethiopia 00251

Falkland Islands 00500

Faroe Islands 00298

Fiji 00679

Finland 00358

France 0033

French Guiana 00594

French Polynesia 00689

Gabon 00241

Gambia 00220

Georgia 00995

Germany 0049

Ghana 00233

Gibraltar 00350

Greece 0030

Greenland 00299

Grenada 001473

Guadeloupe 00590

Guam 001671

Guatemala 00502

Guinea 00224

Guyana 00592

Haiti 00509

Holland (Netherlands) 0031

Honduras 00504

Hong Kong 00852

Hungary 0036

Ibiza (Spain) 0034

Iceland 00354

India 0091

Indian Ocean 00873

Indonesia 0062

Iran 0098

Iraq 00964

Ireland 00353

Italy 0039

Ivory Coast 00225

Jamaica 001876

Japan 0081

Jordan 00962

Kazakhstan 007

Kenya 00254

Kiribati 00686

Kuwait 00965

Kyrgyzstan 00996

Laos 00856

Latvia 00371

Lebanon 00961

Liberia 00231

Libya 00218

Lithuania 00370

Luxembourg 00352

Macau 00853

Macedonia 00389

Madagascar 00261

Majorca 0034

Malawi 00265

Malaysia 0060

Maldives 00960

Mali 00223

Malta 00356

Marshall Islands 00692
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Switzerland 0041
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The ‘Hunger Games: Mockingjay - Part 2’ star managed to rake in the stag-
gering sum just by shouting obscenities during an appearance on Conan
O’Brien’s talk show ‘Conan’ . While discussing the blonde beauty’s “potty

mouth” alongside her co-stars Liam Hemsworth and Josh Hutcherson, Conan
challenged Jennifer to a swear off and promised her $100 for every curse word
she could utter in 30 seconds for the charity of her choice. He said : “You have
quite the potty mouth. I have experienced it... yes you do.” To which Jennifer
replied: “I’m just learning this about myself.... I think I have like body and per-
sonality dysmorphia.” He continued: “Well here is what I was thinking. I think we
should use this special talent of yours for good. We have a swear jar right here
and what we thought we do. I will put 100 dollars into this swear jar for every
swear you can say in 30 seconds, and then I will double that amount and all the

money will go to the charity of your choice.” The 24-year-old
actress then reeled off a host of offensive remarks and rude

words before Conan announced she had managed to
clock up a huge $10,000. He said: “Here’s what we’ll do.
I’m not good at money and such but I’m guessing that’s
around $5,000, we’ll double it. $10,000 to charity. We

did some good! And no one at home will hear any of
that...” Continuing the X-rated chat, Jennifer - who
appeared on the show to promote the final instalment

of the ‘Hunger Games’ saga with her co-stars - joked
that viewers could expect a steamy scene featuring
all three of their characters. When Conan said: “There
are a lot of fans out there, of course there’s been a
love triangle with your characters now for years,

they’re saying let’s just resolve this with a threesome.
You hear that a lot from fans of you now.” The pretty

star replied: “That’s why for the second part
of ‘Mockingjay’ we were just like ‘let’s do

it. 

Tisdale
‘obsessed’ with

wedding ring

The 30-year-old actress, who married musician
Christopher French last September, still can’t
believe they are husband and wife. She said: “I

think the one thing I’m obsessed with is my wed-
ding ring and my engagement ring. It definitely
feels fresh, it’s still like, ‘Oh my God. I can’t believe
I’m married!’ It’s so cool.” The blonde beauty is still

enjoying being a newlywed and has no plans to
start a family yet. The ‘Clipped’ star said: “I have a
nephew who is about one year old, and I’m definitely
an obsessed aunt.  “But I don’t really [have baby fever].
If anything, it makes me go, ‘I am not ready for this!’ “

Meanwhile, Ashley admits she was star struck when she
had her make-up done by Kim Kardashian West’s per-
sonal make-up artist Mario [Dedivanovic] recently. She

told People magazine: “I had Mario do my make-up for
the Tony Awards. He does Kim Kardashian, and I would

see him on [‘Keeping Up With the Kardashians’] all
the time, so I was actually star struck by my make-

up artist.”— Bangshowbiz 
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The 33-year-old singer-and-actress has a
“giggle” watching old footage of herself
and her former Girls Aloud band mates

from when they took part in a fly-on-the-wall
documentary series and is looking forward to
showing the footage to her family in years to
come. She said: “I loved doing ‘Off the Record’ in
2006 with the girls, it’s nice to have things to look
back on and reminisce about. “It would be great
to be able to show the grandkids all the amazing
things you’ve achieved. “It’s such a giggle to
watch us in the band when we’re so young -
sometime I YouTube the show for a laugh.” And it
seems watching old videos is the closest Sarah

gets to spending time with her former band-
mates, Cheryl Fernandez-Versini, Nicola Roberts,
Nadine Coyle and Kimberley Walsh. She told
Britain’s OK! magazine: “We keep in touch but
we’re like ships passing in the night a we’re all so
busy. “I keep up with all their latest news, like
Cheryl on ‘The X Factor’ and Kimberley’s engage-
ment, and we see each other when we can.
“Sometimes we’re lucky enough to cross paths
while we’re working.”

Sarah Harding
loves watching herself on YouTube

The ‘Summer’ hitmaker earned an estimated £43
million last year and he and his new girlfriend,
‘Shake It Off’ singer Taylor Swift were recently

named the world’s highest-paid celebrity couple but it
seems it’s not just his music and modeling campaigns
that are keeping him wealthy. The 31-year-old star from
Dumfries in Scotland reportedly rents out his four-bed-

room property in Glasgow to university students for
£400 a room. However, having a Las Vegas residency
and dating one of the world’s biggest popstars has
clearly been keeping him busy as he’s been slacking on
his duties as a landlord. A source told The Sun newspa-
per: “Calvin’s so busy he’s let a few things slide. One ten-
ant complained he didn’t fix a broken fridge for six

months.” Meanwhile, Calvin - who previously dated
‘Poison’ hitmaker Rita Ora - is said to be feeling
“inspired” by his successful girlfriend. A source said pre-
viously: “She’s the only female on the planet he feels
inspired by, because of what she’s achieved.”

Harris rents out flat to students 

MacDowell
says ‘there is life

after divorce’

The ‘Magic Mike XXL’ actress, who has been
divorced twice in the past, has reportedly urged
recently separated Jennifer Garner and Ben

Affleck to try to move past any anger they may have
towards each other as fast as they possibly can. Asked if
she had any advice for the former couple, the 57-year-
old star told PEOPLE.com: “It’s really hard. It’s not an
easy transition. I think that the sooner you can let go of
any anger, the better off you are. I think anger really kills
you, it’s a really negative energy, it doesn’t hurt anybody
but yourself, it eats you up. “As fast as you can, resolve
your own personal anger, and find your own peace of
mind. There is life after divorce.” Andie split from her first
husband Paul Qualley, with whom she has three daugh-
ters, in 1999 after 13 years of marriage and her second
spouse Rhett Hartzog in 2004 after three years together.
The ‘Four Weddings and a Funeral’ beauty recently
admitted she is open to dating younger men, but thinks
the word ‘cougar’ is “offensive”. She said: “I find it offen-
sive. There’s this notion that as men get older they
become more handsome, so therefore they can have
younger women, but there is no reality to that obvious-
ly - it ’s just another way to disempower women.
“[Women] have been disempowered for so long and I
think that it’s finally our time. And if we want to date a
guy that’s 20 years younger than we are then we defi-
nitely have that same right, just like any man does. I
dare any 57-year-old man to tell me that he looks
younger than me.”

Stamos
has checked himself

into rehab

The 51-year-old star signed up to be
treated for substance abuse on a resi-
dential program, People magazine has

confirmed. The ‘Full House’ actor was arrested
for driving under the influence (DUI) in
Beverly Hills last month but had to be rushed
to hospital with a possible medical condition.
Following the incident, Stamos took to his
Twitter account to thank his fans for their sup-
port. He wrote: “Thanks to everyone for their
love & support. I’m home & well.” The ‘ER’ star
also showed his appreciation to the hospital
staff who looked after him, adding: “Very
appreciative of the BHPD & Cedars for their
care.” Stamos was arrested after police officers
were alerted to the fact he’d been drinking
when he started driving erratically along
Santa Monica Boulevard. He was handcuffed
before being taken to hospital for treatment
and is set to appear before a judge for the
DUI charge on September 11. A statement
released by the Beverly Hills Police
Department said: “Due to a possible medical
condition, Mr Stamos was transported to a
local area hospital by the Beverly Hills Fire
Department for observation. Subsequent
investigation determined that he was driving
under the influence and was placed under
arrest.”

The 22-year-old singer, who previously lashed
out at an Instagram user for suggesting she
needed to go the gym more and stop eating

junk food, claims she is glad there are “awful pictures”
of her online, but admits she isn’t immune to com-
paring herself to other women. She said: “I get it, the
power of social media. I do it all the time: ‘Why do I
look the way I do and not like the girl I see on the
Internet?’ To be honest, I think it’s so toxic. Don’t get
me wrong - I like feeling beautiful and sexy, but not if
it becomes my all-day life. I’m glad there are awful
pictures of me online!” The brunette beauty thinks
being a role model is “the best gift” and tries to show
her fans that she is still a normal girl. She said: “I keep

going, [I try to] show them that I will never let any-
body tell me I’m not good enough. I do everything
based on what I believe in. That’s all I can do, really.
But I’m not perfect; I try to be that for young girls,
but I don’t always succeed. “I am not the best, but I
hope people say, ‘She works hard, she loves her fans.’
Some girls look up to people who don’t have the
best intentions.” Selena also tries to be support as
many of her female peers as possible because she
thinks the music industry is “very competitive.” She
told America’s OK! magazine: “The only response I
have is to support people. Kill people with kindness
but don’t worry about the others.”

Gomez
thinks social

media 
is ‘toxic’

Lawrence raises $10,000

for charity by swearing
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Taylor Swift was a true all-American girl at
her concert as she honored the US
women’s soccer team by bringing them

onstage. Fresh off their World Cup champi-
onship, the players joined Swift on Friday night
during “Style” at the MetLife Stadium in East
Rutherford, New Jersey. Four of the players are
from New Jersey. Concertgoers screamed
loudly for the players, who waved two
American flags and sang along to Swift’s hit
song. They also brought their trophy and let
the singer hold it. “I wanna hold it one more
time,” Swift said. They huddled like a team at
the end of the performance, and the audience
chanted “USA.” after they exited.

Swift’s girl-power swagger continued when
she and her famous friends recreated her pop-
ular “Bad Blood” video onstage. Lena Dunham,
Hailee Steinfeld, Gigi Hadid and Lily Aldridge -
all dressed in character from the song’s action-
filled music video - joined the pop star during
the beat-driven track. “We’re going to bring
the ‘Bad Blood’ video to life,” Swift said. And
before Swift called out the soccer team during
“Style,” she introduced model Heidi Klum, who
worked the singer’s stage like a runway.

But the night wasn’t completely dominated
by women. Swift brought R&B pop singer The
Weeknd onstage to sing his latest hit, “Can’t
Feel My Face.” Swift even sang some of the sec-
ond verse. Swift’s Friday stop on her 1989
World Tour featured songs from her best-sell-
ing “1989” album, including “Blank Space,”
“Welcome to New York” and “Out of the
Woods.” She closed with the anthem “Shake It
Off.” Opening acts included HAIM, Vance Joy
and Shawn Mendes.

The US women’s soccer team celebrated
earlier Friday in New York City with a parade.
The US returned to the top of the FIFA
women’s rankings after winning the World
Cup. The US  toppled Germany before beating
Japan 5-2 in Sunday’s final in Vancouver, British
Columbia, to collect the top prize in women’s
soccer for the first time in 16 years. — AP 

Swift honors soccer

stars in concert

Singer Taylor Swift performs
during her “1989” world tour at

MetLife Stadium in East
Rutherford, NJ, on Friday. — AP 

First chapter 
of new Harper 
Lee novel fuels

excitement

Scout is an independent woman living in New
York with a childhood friend who wants to marry
her back home in Alabama. Her brother is dead

and her father, Atticus, suffers from rheumatoid arthri-
tis. These are the tantalizing plot details revealed in the
first chapter of Harper Lee’s second novel, “Go Set a
Watchman,” whose release next Tuesday is one of the
biggest events in publishing history. Pre-orders have
already made the new novel a best-seller and
HarperCollins has reportedly ordered a first printing of
two million copies, an astonishing number in an
increasingly digital age. Lee’s only previous novel, “To
Kill a Mockingbird,” is considered a 20th century mas-
terpiece that defined racial injustice in the Depression-
era South and became standard reading in classrooms.

Controversy continues to rage over whether the
89-year-old novelist, who avoids the media and lives as
a recluse in an Alabama nursing home, was manipulat-
ed into publishing the novel. “Watchman” lay hidden
for years after being written in the 1950s, when an edi-
tor told Harper to recast the book from the childhood
perspective of Scout, which eventually turned into
“Mockingbird.” But the publication on Friday of the first
chapter by The Wall Street Journal and Guardian news-
papers, and an audio version by Oscar-winning actress
Reese Witherspoon, whetted appetites-and had
reviewers both salivating and sharpening their knives.

The book begins with Scout, or Jean Louise Finch,
taking the train home to Maycomb County on her fifth
annual visit from New York. As she nears her destina-
tion, Scout ruminates on the scenery, the history of
Maycomb and her family, all bittersweet when read in
2015 — more than 60 years after it was originally writ-
ten. Much of the chapter is dominated by playful ban-
ter between Jean Louise and Henry Clinton, who loves
her and wants to marry her. But Jean Louise is less sure.
She is “almost in love,” the reader is told. “‘Henry’, she
said primly, ‘I’ll have an affair with you but I won’t mar-
ry you.’” Scout discovers that her 72-year-old father has
rheumatoid arthritis, which made him unable to col-
lect her.

Literary masterpiece
But the biggest bombshell for fans was that Scout’s
brother Jem, who played a prominent role in
“Mockingbird,” had suddenly died. In a careful first
review, The New York Times said the novel “shares liter-
ary DNA” with Lee’s masterpiece-”the same wry humor,
biting banter and finely drawn characters.”

The Guardian described the opening chapter as
“gorgeous” and said the intervening decades had
“worked a bittersweet magic... it carries us, bewitching-
ly, deep into the past.” But The Telegraph was biting.
The chapter, the British newspaper wrote, had “interest
as a work in progress, the first step to a literary master-
piece. “But perhaps it would have been a greater kind-
ness to Lee’s reputation, and to the millions who cher-
ish ‘To Kill a Mockingbird,’ not to have published it at
all,” it sneered. “Mockingbird” won a Pulitzer prize,
became standard reading in schools the world over,
was translated into more than 40 languages and
adapted into an Oscar-winning film starring Gregory
Peck.—AFP

Someone else’s sex tape is proving to be
costly for 50 Cent: A jury ordered the rap-
per-actor Friday to pay $5 million to a

woman who said he acquired a video she made
with her boyfriend, added himself as a crude
commentator and posted it online without her
permission. And the Manhattan jurors are set to
continue deliberating next week on possible fur-
ther, punitive damages in Lastonia Leviston’s
invasion-of-privacy lawsuit against the multi-
platinum-selling “Get Rich or Die Tryin’” artist.

Attorney William A Brewer III says 50 Cent and
his legal team are “disappointed in the verdict
but very appreciative of the service of the jury
and the court.” Leviston’s lawyer, Philip Freidin,
declined to comment on the award, first report-
ed by the Daily News of New York.

The lawsuit stems from a 13-minute video
that appeared online in 2009 featuring a wig-
wearing 50 Cent as a narrator dubbed Pimpin’
Curly. The character made explicit remarks about
Leviston and taunted rap rival Rick Ross, who
wasn’t in the video but has a daughter with
Leviston. At the time the video surfaced, Ross
and 50 Cent were trading barbs via video, lyrics
and interviews.

50 Cent got the 2008 tape from the man in it,
Leviston’s boyfriend at the time. The rapper and

his lawyers said that 50 Cent didn’t actually post
the video but that Leviston’s then-boyfriend said
she wouldn’t mind if he did, and he thought that
would suffice.

The Pimpin’ Curly character was just “joking”
by referring to Leviston as a “porn star,” 50 Cent
said during sworn pre-trial questioning that was
played for the jury, according to news reports.
He didn’t testify at the trial. But Leviston, of
Pembroke Pines, Florida, said she was horrified
and humiliated when the video appeared
online.

“This was something done to me. I didn’t
have a choice. I would never, ever do this to
myself,” she testified, according to news reports.
Born Curtis Jackson, 50 Cent burst to the fore of
gangsta rap with 2003’s “Get Rich or Die Tryin,’”
its lead single, “In Da Club,” and a tough life story
that included being shot nine times. Now 40,
he’s also a businessman - his interests have
ranged from mining to water drinks - and an
actor whose credits include the Starz network
action series “Power” and the upcoming boxing
movie “Southpaw.” — AP 

It’s nearly every day that a politician or CEO or
government official or celebrity displays contri-
tion for their wrongdoings. On Friday it was the

turn of a New York teen who bizarrely clambered
onto a Broadway stage to try to recharge his
phone in a prop outlet. 

Nick Silvestri, of Seaford, New York, held a press
conference Friday outside the Booth Theatre,
where on July 2 he had to be pulled off the stage
by ushers moments before the play “Hand to God”
started. He apologized, blaming ignorance and
alcohol. He said it wasn’t a stunt, even though his
buddy took video of the attempt. Silvestri, nick-
named the Broadway “Juice Jackal,” describe it as
just bad decision-making.

“Ultimately, before coming to see ‘Hand to God,’
I downed a few drinks and I think that clearly
impaired my judgment,” said Silvestri, 19. “Before
the show started, I noticed that my phone’s battery
was low, and the only power outlet I saw was on
stage.” The attempt to recharge was, in the end,
pointless: The onstage outlet was just a prop, cre-
ated by Tony Award-winner Beowulf Boritt, whose
set is a realistic depiction of a Texas church base-
ment.

“I didn’t know the stage is considered off limits,”
Silvestri said, adding he now felt terrible for the
performers. The Nassau Community College stu-
dent vowed never to get onstage again “unless I
decide to be an actor.” The act was at least in keep-

ing with the anarchic nature of the show.
Playwright Robert Askins’ bracing comedy mixes
violence, swearing, brutal honesty, parental failure,
church hypocrisy and plenty of sex - of both
human and puppet varieties.

Silvestri, who caught the show from the orches-
tra with family members, did want to impart a les-
son from the whole experience: “If I want to give
one message to folks out there it’s that you should
give your complete attention to the actors on
stage,” he said. “I’m sorry for my actions, and I hope
that I can become an example of a great theater-
goer in the future.”

His theatrical faux pas has been part of a month
of bad behavior on Broadway. On Wednesday, the
beloved Patti LuPone endured the buzz of hearing
aids improperly turned up and several ringing
phones during the matinee of “Shows for Days” at
Lincoln Center. That evening, she caught someone
texting during the play and swiped the phone out
of the patron’s hand. “I am so defeated by this issue
that I seriously question whether I want to work on
stage anymore,” she said in a statement. “Now I’m
putting battle gear on over my costume to marshal
the audience as well as perform.” — AP 

Big record stores, streaming
services and hit charts
adjusted longtime practices

as the music industry Friday began
a coordinated global release for
new albums. For the first time most
new albums will be released in all
formats on Fridays everywhere in
the world, ending regional diver-
gences that industry players found
increasingly anachronistic in the
age of instant digital music.

The IFPI, the industry’s global
body, is championing “New Music
Fridays” both to curb piracy and to
stimulate sales as shoppers start
their weekends. The coordinated
day marks “an opportunity to recre-
ate excitement around the release
of music-the message is ‘Think
Friday, Think New Music,’” said
Frances Moore, chief executive of
the London-based IFPI
(International Federation of the
Phonographic Industry). Releases
on the first New Music Friday
included the latest by English syn-
thpop star Little Boots and the first
album in more than a decade by
Chicago alternative rockers Veruca
Salt.

Spotify, the leader in the boom-
ing streaming sector, marked New
Music Friday with a notification to
subscribers and a playlist of songs
recently released by artists such as
Eminem, Demi Lovato and Pharrell
Williams-who had originally put out
the song “Freedom” as an exclusive
for Apple’s new streaming service.

Major global charts also modi-
fied reporting periods. The next
“weekly” hit list of Billboard, the
premier US chart, will cover 11 days
to account for the transition.
Albums traditionally have come out
on Tuesday in the United States
and Billboard’s chart has looked at
weeks ending on Sundays.  The top
album on the last chart with such a
period, ending July 5, was “Dreams
Worth More Than Money” by rap-
per Meek Hill, who scored his first
number one.

One institution that faced a
peculiar problem with the transi-
tion was NewReleaseTuesday.com,
a leading US site for Christian

music. The site rechristened itself
NewReleaseToday to keep with the
times while preserving the
acronym NRT, by which it is com-
monly known.

Some differences to persist 
Germany and Australia already

had Friday release dates, while
Monday was the day in Britain and
France. The global release date is
supported by major record labels
but is ultimately voluntary, with no
legal repercussions for vendors
who do not put out new albums on
Fridays.

In a notable exception, Japan
will keep releasing domestic-ori-
ented albums on Wednesday,
although works by international
artists will come out there on
Fridays. The IFPI said it expected
some artists in Asian countries to
keep their custom of releasing
albums on dates considered auspi-
cious, which do not necessarily fall
on Friday. The global release date
has also faced heated opposition
from owners of some small inde-
pendent stores in the United States.

The US opponents argue that
Fridays are already busy, while
Tuesdays bring in fans on an other-
wise slow day and allow more time
for store staff to open shipments.
Others say that release dates are
increasingly meaningless for small
brick-and-mortar stores, which
attract collectors who may already
have heard the music digitally.
Noel Gallagher, the brash star of
Oasis fame, warned not to expect
all artists to toe the line on New
Music Fridays. “I’ll release mine on
a Wednesday just to be contrary,”
he told Britain’s NME music maga-
zine. — AFP 

50 cent to pay $5m to woman suing him    

Music industry

begins global release

of new albums

Nick Silvestri, of Seaford, NY, press conference on Friday, July 10, 2015, outside the Booth
Theatre in New York where on July 2 he had to be pulled off the stage by ushers moments
before the play “Hand to God” started. — AP

Teen who tried to charge phone 
on Broadway stage apologies 
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The cast and filmmakers of “Star Wars: The
Force Awakens” debuted a new behind-the-
scenes reel and teased some new informa-

tion at Comic-Con about the highly secretive film
to a rapturous Hall H audience. Filmmaker JJ
Abrams and Lucasfilm President Kathleen Kennedy
were eventually joined on stage Friday by “Star
Wars” veterans and “Force Awakens” stars Harrison
Ford, Mark Hamill and Carrie Fisher.

Ford, making his first public appearance since
his plane crash in March left him hospitalized and
injured, assured the audience and host Chris
Hardwick that he was fine. The already excitable
crowd exploded when Ford, the last to be intro-
duced, walked out. Seated next to Hamill, the gruff
Ford was not hesitant to talk about his reluctance
to revisit the world of “Star Wars” and the character
of Han Solo.

‘Happy to be part of the story’ 
“It should have felt ridiculous, it was 30 years

ago,” Ford said. “I sort of grew up.” He never thought
that he’d do another film after the original trilogy. “I

was very gratified when I read the script because I
read something that I thought was really remark-
able, really well-written and with some very
intriguing developments,” Ford said. “I was delight-
ed to be involved and I was very happy to be part
of the story and the cast again.”

“The Force Awakens,” which hits theaters on Dec
18, picks up about 30 years after the events of
“Return of the Jedi.” Before fans were treated to the

“Star Wars” veterans, they were introduced to the
newcomers on the light side of the force and, for
the first time, those on the dark side. Adam Driver,
Gwendoline Christie and Domhnall Gleeson were
on hand representing the bad guys. As the mysteri-
ous three-pronged lightsaber-wielding Kylo Ren,
Driver tried to skirt any questions about his charac-
ter.

The dark side 
When pressed, he talked vaguely about the phi-

losophy of evil. “We didn’t really have a lot of con-
versations about bad or evil when we were shoot-
ing it,” said Driver. “It was more the difference

between being bad and being right.” Gleeson,
whose character ’s name was revealed to be
General Hux, didn’t hesitate to say that he was evil.
While talking about getting the role, Gleeson acci-
dentally “spoiled” the name of his command sta-
tion, much to the dismay of Abrams. It’s “Starkiller
Base.”

Christie, who plays the chrome stormtrooper
Captain Phasma, talked about how neat it was to
be playing a character in full costume who is “not
about the way she looks in the flesh.” Representing
the light side of the force were Daisy Ridley, John
Boyega and Oscar Isaac, who had spoken previous-
ly about their roles at the annual Star Wars
Celebration event in Anaheim.

Though not much else was gleaned about
Ridley’s scavenger Rey, Boyega’s stormtrooper Finn
or Isaac’s X-Wing pilot Poe Dameron, all offered
anecdotes about their time on set. To prepare for
his role, Isaac asked Ford for some advice about
piloting in “Star Wars.” Ford just said, “It’s fake.” There
was no new footage to be seen. Abrams is current-
ly editing the film and has a cut, but wants to keep
tweaking to make it the film “it wants to be.” He
also said another trailer will come out in the fall.

But Abrams did debut a behind-the-scenes reel
that was made available online shortly after the
panel concluded. In addition to interviews with
Hamill, Ridley and others, it focused on the practi-
cal effects used in the film - a recurring theme in all
of Abrams’ comments about the film, which hopes
to re-create the aesthetic of the original trilogy.
“Everything’s changed but nothing’s changed,” said
Hamill in the clip. “That’s the way you want it to be.”
Not to be outdone, Abrams and Kennedy, who had
already treated the ravenous Hall H fans to coffee
and doughnuts before the panel started,
announced that there was one more surprise: An
imminent “Star Wars” concert at an adjacent stage.
All 6,500 Hall H attendees were invited. And their
escorts? Stormtroopers, of course. — AP 

Cast sheds
light on
‘Star Wars:
The Force
Awakens’

This photo provided by Disney shows Daisey Ridley as Rey, (left) and John Boyega as Finn, in a scene from the new film, “Star Wars: The Force
Awakens,” directed by JJ Abrams. — AP photos

Massive spoiler warning! This article
contains major spoilers for Game of
Thrones season 5. If you are yet to

watch it, then please look away. 
It may not have provided fans the closure

they so desperately sought, but Friday’s
“Game of Thrones” panel at Comic-Con did
give Westeros loyalists a look at some of the
stars’ memorable audition tapes. 

And yes, Rose Leslie got to utter that line
in her audition: “You know nothing, Jon
Snow.” The audition reel features fan favorites
vying for their current roles. Gwendoline
Christie threatens, “And all my life, I’ve been
knocking men like you into the dust” during
her audition, while Natalie Dormer tackles
Margaery Tyrell’s seductive scene opposite
Renly Baratheon.  Pedro Pascal (Oberyn),
Nathalie Emmanuel (Missandei), Michiel
Huisman (Daario), Liam Cunningham (Davos)
and Carice van Houten (Melisandre) are
among the other actors on tape.  The audi-
ence members at Comic-Con weren’t alone in
their hunger for Jon Snow news; finale direc-
tor David Nutter recalled recently meeting
President Obama, who put a solemn hand on
Nutter’s shoulder and asked, “You didn’t kill
Jon Snow, did you?”

Nutter recounted that he had to tell the
commander-in-chief, “Mr President, Jon Snow
is deader than dead,” joking that he was afraid
that he was about to get shipped off to
Guantanamo Bay. (Another fun fact from
Nutter ’s meeting with Obama: POTUS’
favorite episode is “The Rains of Castamere,”
which features the Red Wedding.)

As for who misses Kit Harington most,
Maisie Williams (Arya) joked: “We couldn’t
wait for him to be gone, to be honest. That
hair, that face... so annoying.” Anyone hoping
for any season six spoilers had those dreams
dashed fairly early on in the panel-since the
show has now caught up to George RR
Martin’s novels, the cast were even more
tight-lipped than usual about what’s ahead.
“A lot of us at this table are in exactly the
same boat as you guys,” Dormer admitted. “I
don’t have an effing clue what’s going to hap-
pen to Margaery.” She did say that consider-
ing we left Margaery in a cell at the end of
season five, “Grandma ain’t around to look
after her anymore ... she’s in trouble.”

Balance point 
“We’re at the book point and the world in

the balance point,” said executive producer
Carolyn Strauss. “We’ve always tried to main-
tain a level of surprise for people who watch
the show... with every season it gets more
and more [difficult].” She did reassure fans
that showrunners David Benioff and DB Weiss
still talk to Martin “as much as they have... he’s
laid out a lot of his thinking and David and
Dan have jumped from there.”

The panelists also addressed Sansa’s con-
troversial rape scene, with Sophie Turner
insisting that she doesn’t see her character as
a victim despite her season five storyline.
“One thing Sansa is-despite what’s happened
to her-is strong... She has gone through a lot,
but she has developed skills from Cersei and
Margaery, she’s just as strong as she was
before,” she noted. “This whole series, she’s
been just getting by without doing anything
totally radical, because that could totally
change her situation-she could die, and with
the Boltons that’s a big risk to take. She
thought [her marriage to Ramsay] through;
she could’ve fought back if she wanted to,
but she didn’t. She’s one of those characters
that does her scheming in her mind, rather
than outwardly.” Strauss also addressed the
fan response to scenes of violence towards
women in season five-especially in regards to
Stannis burning his daughter Shireen alive.  “I
think people like to get involved in a conver-
sation,” Strauss pointed out, noting that peo-
ple get naturally get emotionally invested in
the journeys of the characters. “When that
happened to Shireen, you just feel for this girl,
but just because it’s painful doesn’t mean it’s
not a good point in the story. It wasn’t done
because of the pain, it was done in spite of it.”

She pointed out that Benioff and Weiss
“are trying to put together the best and most
realistic” storylines for their (admittedly myth-
ic) historical setting, and “things were not
great for a lot of people, male and female” in
the time period they’re trying to portray. “I
feel like in this season, everyone had a hard
time,” Williams agreed. — Reuters 

‘Game of Thrones’
panel dodges season 6,

spoiler questions

(From left) Carrie Fisher, Mark Hamill, and Harrison Ford attend Lucasfilm’s “Star Wars: The Force
Awakens” panel on day 2 of Comic-Con International on Friday, July 10, 2015, in San Diego. 

(From left) Sophie Turner, Natalie Dormer, Liam Cunningham, Carice van Houten, and
Maisie Williams attend the “Game of Thrones” autograph signing on day 2 of Comic-Con
International. — AP 

“Minions” is heading for a powerful performance at
the US box office with a whopping $118 million
opening weekend, according to late Friday after-

noon forecasts. Earlier Friday estimates had placed the 3D ani-
mated slapstick comedy at about $110 million, but that number
was revised upwards several hours later. “Minions” showed plen-
ty of punch in Thursday night previews with $6.2 million at 2,985
US locations-the highest preview gross ever for an animated film
and the revised estimates showed an impressive $45 million
Friday total, including the preview gross.

Recent forecasts earlier this week for the Universal-
Illumination Entertainment movie have estimated at least $100
million in its opening weekend at 4,302 locations. That will make
the “Despicable Me” spinoff the fourth film this year to debut
above the $100 million mark-joining “Furious 7” ($147 million),
“Avengers: Age of Ultron” ($191 million) and “Jurassic World”
($208.8 million). The first “Despicable Me” opened with a $56.3
million weekend in 2010 and went on to finish with $251 million
in the US, while the sequel launched with $83.5 million in 2013
on its way to a $368 million domestic total.

Massive hit 
Should the forecasts hold, “Minions” will become the second

best animated opener in the US  The record for an animated film
opening weekend is “Shrek the Third’s” $121.6 million in 2007,
followed by “Toy Story 3’s” $110.3 million in 2010. “Minions” has
crossed the $200 million mark internationally from 43 markets
after opening in 18 international new markets on Wednesday
and Thursday. France opened with $6.2 million in two days, and

Russia launched with $3.8 million Thursday-setting records for
top opening day for Universal titles in those markets.

“Minions” is written by Brian Lynch, directed by Pierre Coffin
and Kyle Balda, and produced by Chris Meledandri and Janet
Healy. Sandra Bullock heads the voice cast as the villainous
Scarlett Overkill. With a relatively modest $74 million price tag,
“Minions” will be enormously profitable for Universal. A trio of
holdovers will battle for the second slot in the US-Disney-Pixar’s
fourth weekend of “Inside  Out,” Universal’s fifth frame of “Jurassic
World” and Paramount’s sophomore weekend of “Terminator
Genisys.” “Inside Out” was leading forecasts with $14 million, fol-
lowed by “Jurassic World” with $13 million. That would push
“Inside Out” past $280 million domestically by the end of the
weekend, while the dino thriller should eclipse $585 million in
the US.

Warner Bros.’ found-footage horror film “The Gallows” took in
$900,000 in Thursday night previews.  Produced by micro budg-
et specialist Jason Blum and Entertainment 360, “The Gallows”
opens at 2,720 theaters, where it should materialize with a week-
end around $11 million. Gramercy’s sci-fi thriller “Self/Less,” star-
ring Ryan Reynolds and Ben Kingsley, grossed $325,000 at 1,600
theaters in previews-a sign that the film has little traction as it
goes into 2,353 theaters Friday.  Early forecasts showed a Friday
gross in the $1.2 million range and a paltry weekend total of
about $3.1 million-far below already modest projections of $6
million. — Reuters 

Aworld premiere at 6am was meant to keep enthusiastic
fans from getting too rowdy. But the tactic only partially
succeeded, as South Indian action epic “Baahubali: The

Beginning,” substantially lived up to the hype and got off to a big
start at box offices across India.

The Sri Bramaramba theater complex in Hyderabad was sur-
rounded by thousands - mostly young men - from an hour before
the start of the show. The crowd surged back and forth at every
opportunity, receiving canings from a couple of desperate securi-
ty guards with sticks. A glass door was shattered. The police were
nowhere to be seen, but other security personnel were surprising-
ly efficient at swiftly spiriting the film’s superstar male lead
Prabhas, actress Anushka Shetty, director SS Rajamouli and pro-
ducer Shobu Yarlagadda from their cars and into the theater. (Co-
stars Tamannaah and Rana Daggubuti had been dispatched for
other premieres in Mumbai.)

Early morning outings are standard practice in Tollywood on
the first day of a big film, but this was a benefit show and some
850 fans had paid some $30 apiece for the privilege of being at
the same show as their screen heroes. They felt they had a right to
get a close up. Inside the split level hall, more beefy types provid-
ed a cordon around the cast and crew. Few fans bothered to look
at the screen or sit until the opening credits had finished.

Throughout the movie’s two and a half hours fans participated
with wild catcalls. Whistles split the air, competing with the meaty
soundtrack. Handfuls of ticker tape were tossed and remained
aloft, adding  flicker that the pristine 4K projection lacked. A 20
minute battle scene after the intermission drew cheers and
shouts.

As the film finished with a cliff-hanger ending, Rajamouli and
Yarlagadda looked tearful and gave each other grateful hugs
before retiring to a cast and crew breakfast in the morning sun-
shine of a carefully hidden open-air food court. There, leading
producer and cinema owner (and father of Rana) Daggubuti
Suresh Babu told Variety that substantially all cinemas in South
India, including most of his own, were playing “Baahubali,” with
tickets to the opening three days all pre-sold. That was to be
expected, but the ambitious film is also a test of how far South
Indian film can push back the boundaries within India and
abroad. Awaiting firmer numbers, Yardlagadda said he was
pleased as reports came in of sell-out shows in Mumbai - albeit
without the near rioting. — Reuters 

India’s biggest filmBaahubali 
premiere gets rowdy

Box Office report: ‘Minions’ 

could reach record $118m 



SUNDAY, JULY 12, 2015

l if e s t y l e
F a s h i o n

Fashion designer Christian Audigier, who was born in
France but gained fame and fortune in the United States
with his tattoo-inspired, street-wise designs for the Ed

Hardy and Von Dutch brands, died Friday. He was 57. Audigier
died at 3:45 am at Cedars-Sinai Medical Center, hospital
spokeswoman Laura Coverson said. Audigier had cancer, said
his former publicist, Michele Elyzabeth, who first reported the
death on her LATF style website.

Besides his colorful designs, the designer was known for
his energetic promotion and for friendships with celebrities,
including Michael Jackson, Madonna and the French singer
Johnny Hallyday. “My friend forever,” Hallyday tweeted on
Friday, in French. “I will miss you terribly. I love you.” Audigier
was born in Avignon, France, and began working in fashion as
early as age 14, Elyzabeth said.

He moved to New York as a young man, where he worked
for a number of labels. But it was in Los Angeles where he
achieved fame, first as a designer for Von Dutch, and then for
the Ed Hardy brand, where Audigier’s clothing played off the
colorful designs of tattoo artist Don Ed Hardy. “I believe peo-
ple are going to go to street wear more than couture wear,”

Audigier said when presenting his Ed Hardy line at Los
Angeles Fashion Week in 2008, where he displayed what he
described as an homage to color and ‘80s street style: sparkly,
embroidered jeans, for example, and motifs of dragons, skulls
and roses on bright backdrops.

Casual wear, the designer said then, could see a rise in a
troubled economy. “You can wear this with all the clothes you
have,” Audigier said. He had a reputation for high-profile hob-
nobbing and shrewd marketing, getting the likes of Justin
Timberlake and Paris Hilton to sport his trucker hats and other
gear. “I believe celebrities are the best driver for trends,”
Audigier told the Los Angeles Times in 2007. “The more they
wear my stuff, the more it is going to be seen by the people.”
In addition to Von Dutch and Ed Hardy, Audigier designed
denim items for Levi’s, Guess and a number of other clothing
lines. However, he had not actively designed for several years.
— AP 

Ed Hardy designer
Christian Audigier dies 

Designer Christian Audigier poses on the runway after his Ed Hardy spring 2009 fashion show during Mercedes-Benz
fashion week in Culver City, California. — AP 

Models wear creations of fashion designer Marina Hoermanseder’s Spring/Summer 2016 collection during the Mercedes-Benz Fashion Week in Berlin. — AP photos 

A model poses with
fashion designer

Marina Hoermanseder
(left) after a show at

the Berlin Fashion
Week.

Berlin Fashion Week
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This photo provided by Chelsea Vicari shows fans dressed as “Chewie’s Angels” on the second day of the 2015 Comic-Con International held at the San Diego Convention Center.— AP/AFP photos 

An old woman dressed as a zombie. A man disguised
as a drag-queen Joker. Entire families kitted out as
superheroes. At first glance, the crowds at Comic-

Con International in San Diego can looks like they’ve
escaped from a strange sect. But for movie studios, video
game makers, TV show producers and others, they are a
powerful tool to sell their wares around the world, generat-
ing billions of dollars.

“Comic-Cons provide a way for studios to reach a con-
centrated group of fans,” said Jonathan Kuntz, a professor
at the UCLA School of Theater, Film and Television, using
the common abbreviation for comic conventions. “They are
very influential because they are connected instantly to
millions of other fans through social media. They instantly
reach a very motivated fan base,” he added.

The United States has numerous Comic-Cons, some of
them specialized, for example in “Star Wars” or for gay or
transgender audiences. But with over 100,000 fans over
four days, the annual San Diego pop culture fest is by far
the biggest, drawing major players, including Disney and
its subsidiaries Marvel and Lucasfilm, as well as Warner

Bros, Universal or video game groups like Activision.
“The importance of (Comic-Con International) cannot

be overstated,” said analyst Paul Dergarabedian of box
office tracker Rentrak. “This core group of fans is large in
number and extremely influential in terms of what their
collective opinion can mean to the studios and can deter-
mine whether their big budget, high profile projects are
either a resounding success or a crushing failure,” he told
AFP.

Overnight camp out 
Local Comic-Cons historically were attended mostly by

geeks and were reported on only by local and specialized
media outlets. But now they attract fans from across the
demographic spectrum, and draw international media
attention.

“Your fans at Comic-Con are not average fans. They
know the story. They enjoy being played to by the studios,”
said Kuntz. As a result, those studios present them with
exactly what they want: the stars of their films, new televi-
sion shows or video games. Jennifer Lawrence and Liam

Hemsworth, stars of the blockbuster “Hunger Games” fran-
chise, were among those present in San Diego this week.

Some fans line up for hours-or camp overnight-to be
sure to get into key Comic-Con panels. And movie studios
don’t take them for granted. JJ Abrams, director of the
upcoming “Star Wars VII: The Force Awakens,” delivered
hundreds of donuts to those lined up Thursday waiting for
his hot-ticket panel. At another convention in April he
handed out pizza.  This weekend in San Diego fans are
hoping to catch a glimpse of Ben Affleck, Henry Cavill and
Amy Adams, stars of “Batman v Superman: Dawn of
Justice,” a blockbuster due out next year. Whatever they
offer, in the end the fans will have the final say. 

“The fans at Comic-Con are the core audience that can
make or break a filmmaker’s latest creation,” said
Dergarabedian. “It is truly their thumbs up or down that
can decide the fate of every piece of content presented at
the convention,” he added.—AFP 

At Comic-Con, 
fans are marketing superheroes

An attendee wearing a storm trooper helmet outside
the Star Wars panel on the second day of Comic Con
International 2015.

Jonah Katz, 14, of Montebello, NY, dressed as “Two-
Face”. 

Two attendees in Thor costumes walk through the hall on the second day of Comic Con.

Fans dressed as Ash are seen at an autograph signing for the STARZ original series
“Ash vs Evil Dead”.

Children dressed as characters from the film ‘Mad Max: Fury Road’.

Michelle Camarillo, dressed as Wonder Woman, looks at a selfie on the second day of
the 2015 Comic-Con International held at the San Diego Convention Center. 


