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HARARE: India’s centurian Ambati Rayudu (center) is congratulated by teammates at the end of the first game
in a series of 3 ODI cricket matches between Zimbabwe and India at Harare Sports Club  yesterday. —AFP

HARARE: India’s Ambati Rayudu hit a career-best
unbeaten century to help them secure a tense four-run
win over Zimbabwe in the first one-day international at
the Harare Sports Club yesterday. After being sent in to
bat, India stumbled to 87 for five before Rayudu (124
not out from 133 balls) and Stuart Binny (77 from 76
balls) put on an Indian record 160 for the sixth wicket to
help the tourists reach 255 for six in their 50 overs.
Zimbabwe battled to keep up with the rate on a slow
wicket but late fireworks from captain Elton
Chigumbura (104 not out from 101 balls) saw them
need 10 off the final over.

They reduced that to six from three balls but
Bhuvneshwar Kumar bowled brilliantly to concede just
a single from there and India could breath again having
restricted the hosts to 251 for seven. Chigumbura wait-
ed 174 matches for his maiden ODI ton and now has
two in as many innings but will be desperately disap-
pointed not to have got his side over the line. The day
belonged to Rayudu as he reached his second ODI cen-
tury off 117 balls, with only 22 of those runs coming
from boundaries, and has now scored 225 runs in four
innings in Zimbabwe with just two dismissals.

He was superbly supported by Binny, whose run-a-
ball knock defied the conditions with the pair doing
most of the damage as India scored 90 runs in the final
10 overs. Binny continued his fine match with two for 54
with the ball but left-arm slow bowler Axel Patal (two
for 41) was the pick of the tourists’ attack. Off-spinner
Harbhajan Singh, playing his first ODI in over four years,
returned figures of one for 46 in his 10 overs. The sec-
ond ODI of the three-match series will be on Sunday at
the same venue, with the teams also playing two
Twenty20 games starting next Friday. —Reuters

Rayudu unbeaten ton 
leads India to victory

DAMBULLA: With the Test series in the bag, Pakistan will now focus on
the one-dayers against Sri Lanka from today that could determine their
qualification for the Champions Trophy in 2017.  Misbah-ul Haq’s tourists
won the Tests 2-1 by chasing down a target of 377 for the loss of just three
wickets after being 13-2 in the decisive final match in Pallekele on
Tuesday.

Pakistan achieved the sixth highest successful chase in history through
a brilliant unbeaten 171 from Younis Khan, 125 from opener Shan Masood
and 59 not out from Misbah. But none of these batsmen will be seen in
action when the five-match one-day series opens in Dambulla-with
Misbah having retired from limited-overs cricket and both Younis and
Masood not selected.Top order batsman Azhar Ali will lead the ninth-
ranked tourists who need a series win to keep their hopes alive of qualify-
ing for the eight-nation Champions Trophy in England.   “This is obviously
a very important series for us and we will make sure we play well and win,”
Azhar said. “Most of the players know what to expect in Sri Lanka. We are
ready.” Pakistan have struggled in one-day cricket in recent months after
being knocked out by eventual champions and hosts Australia in the
quarter-finals of the World Cup in Adelaide in March. Azhar’s men suffered
a 3-0 embarrassment at the hands of Bangladesh in April, before beating
lowly Zimbabwe 2-0 in their first home series since the 2009 militant
attack on the Sri Lankan team bus in Lahore.

NEW FACES IN BOTH TEAMS
Pakistan have called up left-arm fast bowler Mohammad Irfan, the

tallest international cricketer ever at seven feet one inch (2.16 metres),
who has recovered from a hip injury suffered during the World Cup.  But
pace spearhead Wahab Riaz is still sidelined with a hand injury sustained
during the Test series, while spinning allrounder Haris Sohail has an
injured knee. The touring squad includes two new batsmen in Mukhtar
Ahmed, 22, and Bilal Asif, 29, while batsman-wicketkeeper Umar Akmal
and seamer Junaid Khan were not selected.

Sri Lanka, playing their first one-day series since the retirement of
Mahela Jayawardene and Kumar Sangakkara from the shorter format after
the World Cup, are also rebuilding for the future. The hosts, who were also
World Cup quarter-finalists, have included two new allrounders, Milinda
Siriwardana and Sachith Pathirana, both of whom bowl left-arm spin.  Sri
Lanka’s 15-man squad, led by Test captain Angelo Mathews, includes just
six players who took part in the preceding Test series. The rivals will get
their first taste of the new one-day regulations which have no batting pow-
erplay, no compulsory close-in catchers in the opening 10 overs, and allow
five fielders outside the circle-instead of four-in the final 10 overs. —AFP

Rio’s ‘midnight’ Olympics 
performance may suffer

RIO DE JANEIRO: Rio de Janeiro may have a penchant for late-night
parties, but scheduling of events past midnight at next year’s Olympic
Games could be a real test of endurance for the world’s greatest ath-
letes. Academics and athletes fear the late hour could hinder perform-
ance and result in fewer world records and displays of athletic mastery
at Rio 2016 as competitors struggle to adjust training and sleep pat-
terns.

The schedule, partly the result of broadcast contracts, will see some
swimming finals, beach volleyball and basketball matches run into the
early hours. After media, warm down, drug testing and the taxi home,
athletes might not be in bed until 3-4 am local time. Athletics is also due
to be held late, with finals finishing after 11 pm. “It’s going to be a chal-
lenge and could impact on times,” said Marc Woods, a former British
swimmer who won 12 Paralympic medals in five separate Games. What
will be the latest finals at an Olympics in recent memory has brought
into focus the tension between sponsors, broadcasters and the sports
they support and televise. While viewing figures are vital for the fund-
ing of nearly all Olympic sports, athletes and fans have long expressed
concern over the rising influence of television and advertisers. “It kind of
stinks. They’re not really looking out for the athletes,” said Dara Torres, a
former US swimmer who won 12 Olympic medals across five Games
between 1984 and 2008. Scheduling is the responsibility of the
International Olympic Committee (IOC), but key broadcasters such as
America’s NBC and Brazil’s TV Globo have significant influence.

Rio de Janeiro is one hour ahead of New York or Washington, D.C.
and the timetable for swimming, beach volleyball and basketball will fit
into so-called “prime time” of 8-11 pm Eastern Time. It also suits Brazil’s
TV Globo, being around the same time soccer is usually shown, and will
not interfere with the broadcaster’s flagship nightly novela, or soap.
NBC, owned by Comcast Corp, is the biggest player in Olympic broad-
casting having paid $12 billion over two contracts to air all Games
between 2014 and 2032. It has been on the receiving end of criticism
before, notably for delaying broadcast of London 2012 events. NBC
declined to comment and Globo did not immediately respond to
requests for comment. —Reuters

Pakistan seek ODI revival in Sri Lanka series

HARARE: Scoreboard for the first innings in the first one-day
international between Zimbabwe and India yesterday:
India
A. Rahane c Masakadza b Tiripano 34
M. Vijay c Sibanda b Vitori 1
A. Rayudu not out 124
M. Tiwary lbw b Chibhabha 2
R. Uthappa run out 0
K. Jadhav c Mutumbami b Chibhabha 5
S. Binny c Mutumbami b Tiripano 77
A. Patel not out 2
Extras (2lb, 8w) 10
Total (6 wkts, 50 overs) 255
Fall of wickets: 1-9 (Vijay), 2-60 (Rahane), 3-74 (Tiwary), 4-77
(Uthappa), 5-87 (Jadhav), 6-247 (Binny)
Bowling: Panyangara 9.2-1-53-0, Vitori 9-0-63-1, Tiripano 8.4-1-
48-2, Chibhabha 10-2-25-2, Cremer 10-0-47-0, Williams 3-0-17-0.

Zimbabwe
V. Sibanda c Harbhajan Singh b Binny 20
C. Chibhabha c Rahane b Kumar 3
H. Masakadza c Tiwary b Patel 34
E. Chigumbura not out 104
S. Williams b Patel 0
Sikandar Raza c Patel b Harbhajan Singh 37
R. Mutumbami c Harbhajan Singh b Binny 7
G. Cremer c Binny b Kulkarni 27
D. Tiripano not out 1
Extras (8b, 1lb, 9w) 18
Total (7wkts, 50 overs) 251
Fall of wickets: 1-16 (Chibhabha), 2-47 (Sibanda), 3-89
(Masakadza), 4-94 (Williams), 5-142 (Sikandar Raza), 6-160
(Mutumbami), 7-246 (Cremer)
Did not bat: T. Panyangara, B. Vitori
Bowling: Kumar 10-1-35-1, Kulkarni 9-0-60-1, Binny 10-0-54-2,
Harbhajan Singh 10-0-46-1, Patel 10-1-41-2, Tiwary 1-0-6-0.
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