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LONDON: Shock Wimbledon finalist Garbine Muguruza has
banned her parents from watching her title showdown
against Serena Williams as she doesn’t want them to jinx
her. The 21-year-old Spaniard has had a set routine on her
way to a first Grand Slam final which has included getting
up and cleaning her teeth at a certain time while her moth-
er and father stayed in Spain so as not to upset the rhythm.
Now the world number 20 has decided against inviting
Jose Antonio and Venezuelan mother Scarlet over to the All
England Club. “My parents, they’re going to be in Barcelona
watching me on the TV. I don’t want to change anything,
but I’m not superstitious,” she said yesterday. Muguruza
also revealed that as a child she had dreamed of facing
Williams in the Wimbledon final. “It’s weird. When I was
eight, I was dreaming. Now it’s happening. It’s amazing. It’s
what I’ve worked for. Now I’m feeling that all my effort, all
the work that I did before, it’s like paying off,” said
Muguruza who couldn’t recall who won the match she
dreamt about. But having defeated the world number one
in real life-at the French Open last year-she said she will not

be intimidated by a player who has lost just once in 39
matches in 2015. “It’s really important because it makes you
see and realise that she’s also a person. She knows that I
can win against her, that I’m not afraid. I don’t think she’s
really used to this. Serena doesn’t lose so many matches in
the year. I think it’s important.”

Key role
Muguruza was just nine months old in 1994 when

Conchita Martinez became the last Spanish woman to win
Wimbledon. But 21 years later, Martinez finds herself in the
position of playing a key role in convincing her compatriot
that she can pull off the seemingly impossible today and
derail Williams’s bid to win a sixth Wimbledon crown. “Well,
we were laughing when the tournament started because I
was like, Conchita, I ’m not sure about grass,” said
Muguruza, recalling her conversation with Martinez, who
defeated Martina Navratilova in the 1994 final.

It was her only triumph at the majors and Navratilova’s
last appearance in a Grand Slam final. “She’s like, C’mon,

you can play good. She’s just telling me every day, every
match, Keep going, you’re doing great. Giving me power,”
she added. Muguruza was right to be cautious about her
prospects at the All England Club. Before the tournament
began, the world number 20 had won just one match on
grass this summer at Eastbourne after losing in the first
round in Birmingham.

But the Venezuela-born Muguruza has been rejuvenat-
ed at Wimbledon, knocking out top 10 players Angelique
Kerber and Caroline Wozniacki to make her first final at the
majors. She will also rise into the world top 10 next week,
only the fourth Spanish woman to do so. If she beats world
number one Williams, she will become the new world num-
ber six. But the American is the overwhelming favorite
today. She will be playing in her eighth Wimbledon final,
seeking a sixth title. It’s Williams’ 25th Grand Slam final
where victory will give her a 21st major title, just one
behind the Open Era record of Steffi Graf. She can also com-
plete her second career “Serena Slam” by holding all four
Grand Slam titles at the same time. —AFP

Muguruza bans parents from Wimbledon final

WIMBLEDON: US player Serena Williams (left) returns against Russia’s Maria Sharapova (right) during their
women’s semi-final match on day ten of the 2015 Wimbledon Championships at The All England Tennis Club in
Wimbledon, southwest London. —AFP

Serena shrugs off 
Wimbledon pressure 
as history beckons

LONDON: Serena Williams insists she doesn’t care about making history
even though the world number one can add more lustre to her legacy
with victory over Garbine Muguruza in today’s Wimbledon final. As if win-
ning the sixth Wimbledon title and 21st major of her career wouldn’t be
enough to underline Williams’ credentials as one of the all-time greats, she
has a slew of other milestones within reach in her 25th Grand Slam final.

After demolishing Maria Sharapova to move into her eighth
Wimbledon final, Serena, who has a remarkable 38-1 record in 2015, is just
one victory away from holding all four major titles at the same time-a rare
feat she last achieved in 2002-03. A win over surprise finalist Muguruza
would also make the 33-year-old American the first woman to land the
French Open and Wimbledon back-to-back since she last achieved the
double in 2002. Perhaps most significantly, lifting the Venus Rosewater
Dish for the first time since 2012 would leave Serena needing only to
defend the US Open to become the first woman since Steffi Graf in 1988
to claim a calendar Grand Slam.

But rather than dwell on those legacy-defining possibilities, Williams
made it clear the only reason she is in such a privileged position is because
she no longer frets about her place in the pantheon of tennis greats. “I
don’t want the pressure of that. It’s been okay just to free my brain,” she
said. “I’ve won so many Grand Slam titles. I’m at a position where I don’t
need to win another Wimbledon. I could lose today. Sure, I won’t be hap-
py. But I don’t need another Wimbledon title. “Getting to 18 majors was
super stressful for me. I was so desperate to do it. After that, I’ve just been
really enjoying myself.”

While coy about her achievements, Serena admits her success is
fuelled by a fiercely competitive streak that refuses to dim even at an age
when many of her former rivals have long since retired. “I really hate los-
ing. So I’m that kind of person that will work hard, work harder than any-
body else to make sure I don’t get that,” she said. “I keep reinventing
myself, always try to improve something or get better.” Williams, the first
woman to reach the finals of all four majors consecutively since Justine
Henin in 2006, is heavily favoured to defeat Muguruza, a Grand Slam final
debutant who has just one tour-level title compared to Serena’s 67.

But Williams need only recall her shock loss against Muguruza at last
year’s French Open to ensure she guards against complacency. “It’s defi-
nitely not an easy match-up. She actually has a win against me. She’s given
me problems in the past,” Serena said. “I don’t think she’s intimidated at
all.” Muguruza’s tense three-set win over Polish 13th seed Agnieszka
Radwanska in the last four made her the first Spanish woman to reach the
Wimbledon final since Arantxa Sanchez-Vicario in 1996. Conchita Martinez
was the last Spanish women’s champion in 1994 and the 21-year-old
revealed she has been inspired to overcome her dislike of grass by regular
chats with her compatriot.

“We were laughing, when the tournament started, because I was like,
‘Conchita, I’m not sure about grass’,” she said. “She said, ‘C’mon, you can
play good’. She’s just telling me every day, every match, ‘Keep going,
you’re doing great’. Giving me power.” And Muguruza, Venezuela-born
and Barcelona-raised, says beating Serena for the loss of just four games in
Paris, shows she has no reason to fear the American. “Roland Garros will
help me a lot because every time you play these important matches, you
feel, ‘Okay, I’ve been here before. I know what I have to do’,” she said. “To
have Serena in the Wimbledon final is the hardest match you can have.
“But if you want to win a Grand Slam, when you dream, you say, I want (to
beat) Serena in the final.” —AFP

MADRID: David Ferrer has pulled out of Spain’s Davis Cup
team for next week’s Group I tie away to Russia after failing
to recover sufficiently from an elbow injury and will be
replaced by Tommy Robredo. World number seven Ferrer,
who withdrew from Wimbledon on the eve of the tourna-
ment, initially made himself available to Spain’s new captain
Conchita Martinez for the July 17-19 match in Vladivostok.

However, he wrote on his Twitter feed on Friday that
tests with his physio and Spanish tennis federation (RFET)
doctor Angel Ruiz Cotorro had prompted his decision to
stand down. “I don’t know when I will be able to return to
action,” Ferrer wrote. “I will keep you posted.” Spain, the
five-times winners, will also be missing the likes of Rafa
Nadal, Feliciano Lopez and Fernando Verdasco. They need a
victory to have a chance of getting back into the elite World

Group for next year’s competition. Martinez announced a
five-man team on Tuesday, which as well as Ferrer also
included Pablo Andujar, Daniel Gimeno-Traver, Marc Lopez
and David Marrero.

Ferrer will be replaced by Robredo, the world number 19,
and Jaume Antoni Munar will come in for Gimeno-Traver, the
RFET said in an emailed statement. “From the start Tommy
Robredo accepted the challenge of helping us in this tie,”
Martinez said. “He has already been preparing this morning for
the match, for which I will also count on the presence of
Jaume Antoni Munar, one of our promising youngsters,” she
added. Nadal, Ferrer and other top Spanish players became
embroiled in a dispute with the Spanish tennis federation
(RFET) last year over the appointment of Gala Leon as the
nation’s first female Davis Cup captain. —Reuters
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