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Webb shares early lead 
at the US Women’s Open
LANCASTER: Hall of Famer Karrie Webb enjoyed a second-nine
birdie spree that carried her to a four-under 66 and a share of
the early first-round lead at the weather interrupted US
Women’s Open on Thursday. The 40-year-old Australian, a sev-
en-times major winner, started at the 10th and after a steady
tour of Lancaster Country Club’s difficult back nine posted
birdies at the second, fourth, sixth and eighth holes on the way
home. “I feel like I’ve had some good golf in me,” said Webb,
who has three top-10s in recent months including a share of
seventh place last month at the Women’s PGA Championship.
Tied at 66 was little-known American Marina Alex, who also
took advantage of rain-softened conditions on the long, hilly
layout with three birdies on the front nine.

Late in the afternoon wave of players, a tornado watch in
the area gave way to a halt of play as the skies darkened, thun-
der boomed and heavy rain fell on Lancaster Country Club in
the heart of Pennsylvania’s Amish area. After a two-hour wait,
play was called off for the day with more than 50 players yet to
finish the first round. One stroke back was South Korean Amy
Yang after a 67, with 2012 winner Choi Na-yeon of South Korea
also at three-under, through 15 holes, along with American
Jane Park, through 13. “I drove the ball really well today,” said
Yang. “Staying in the fairway is key on this course.”

They were followed by six players in the clubhouse at 68.
Morgan Pressel, who had reached four-under by her 14th hole
of the day before slipping back, was among those at 68 along
with fellow Americans Austin Ernst, Sydnee Michaels and Liz
Nagel, and South Koreans Chun In-gee and Lee Mi-hyang.
Amateurs Regina Plasencia of Mexico and American Megan
Khang also reached four-under before falling back. Khang, 17,
birdied four of five holes from the third before following with
five bogeys to card a 71. Plasencia, 21, also had four front-nine
birdies before a double-bogey at the par-three eighth hole
began a slide that took her to even-par through 12 holes.

REMARKABLY SOLID
World number one Park In-bee of South Korea stood two-

under through 14 holes when the weather delay struck,
along with 16-year-old Chinese amateur He Mu-ni, who had
completed 11 holes. Another shot back was a large group at
one-under 69 that included world number three Stacy Lewis,
who was one shot better than second-ranked Lydia Ko of
New Zealand. Webb, whose last major triumph came nine
years ago at the Kraft Nabisco, played a remarkably solid
round. The winner of 41 career LPGA titles hit every fairway
and 17 of 18 greens in her impressive round.

Webb, who won the first of her back-to-back US Open
crowns 15 years ago, said she is still driven by competi-
tion. “Playing rounds like this is what motivates me. I’ve
worked really hard over the last year, because I changed
coaches. “The swing is starting to be a little more auto-
matic,” said Webb. “I don’t have to think about what body
part moves when.” Webb praised the setup of the course.
“I used every club in my bag except the six-iron,” the
Australian said. “When they set up a course like that to use
every club, it’s a good setup.” Some notable players strug-
gled. Cristie Kerr, the 2007 winner, was six-over after 15
holes, while two-times major winner Suzann Pettersen of
Norway shot 79.— Reuters

SILVIS: Jordan Spieth struggled in his return
to the PGA Tour on Thursday, firing an even-
par 71 in the opening round of the John
Deere Classic, the final tune-up before the
British Open. Spieth is having a year for the
ages after winning the first two major cham-
pionships of the season and is hoping to use
the John Deere as a springboard for success
at the British Open which begins in one
week. The 21-year-old has happy memories
after winning this event as a teenager in
2013 to become the youngest winner on the
PGA Tour in 82 years, beating Zach Johnson
and David Hearn in a playoff.

But he has his work cut out for him if he is
to do it again as he finished eight shots back
of the leaders on Thursday with three
bogeys, three birdies and 12 pars in the first
round at the TPC Deere Run. Spieth was six
shots back after round one when he won in
2013. “Just a rusty round,” said Spieth, who
was criticised by some for playing this week

instead of travelling to Europe to get ready
for the British Open. “I didn’t get out on the
golf course like maybe I should have.”
Americans Justin Thomas and Nicholas
Thompson shot matching eight-under 63s to
grab a one-stroke lead on Thursday. Thomas,
who contended at last week’s Greenbrier
Classic and is gunning for his first US tour
title, began on the back nine and rolled in 10
birdies in his round. 

Thomas, who had an early start, had three
straight pars from 10. He drained a six-footer
for birdie at 13, but gave that shot back with
a bogey on 14. He responded by going on a
run to finish up his front nine. Thomas ran off
four straight birdies from 15, capped off by a
putt from 53 feet at the par-four 18th. A pair
of pars at one and two started off Thomas’
closing nine. Thomas, 22, finished up with a
par at the ninth. “It’s hard not to shoot really
low when you make that many putts today. It
was great to see them falling,” said Thomas.

“I hit some bad shots, but when I hit them
bad I seemed to leave them in the right
spots. It was a really good day, it was fun.”

We ‘played pretty good’ 
Thompson, playing in the afternoon, also

started on the back nine. “You know, I played
well, hit a lot of good golf shots. Most impor-
tantly, I hit a lot of fairways,” Thompson said.
“I had a group with two good guys in it and
we all played pretty good, made a lot of
birdies. I think everybody fed off each other.”
Luke Guthrie bogeyed the last hole and he
fell into a share of third place with Charles
Howell. They shot seven-under 64s.
American Steve Stricker, who has won this
event three times, is in the hunt once again
following his six-under 65. He is tied for fifth
with Robert Garrigus, Daniel Summerhays,
Shawn Stefani and Steven Alker. Defending
champion Brian Harman shot a four-under
67, putting him in a tie for 21st.— AFP 

Spieth ‘eight back’ in
patchy Open tune-up

ILLINOIS: Jordan Spieth tees off on the sixth hole during the first round of the John Deere Classic held at TPC Deere Run on July
9, 2015 in Silvis, Illinois. — AFP 

GULLANE: Justin Rose put himself into
prime position for a successful defense of
his Scottish Open crown after a second
straight round of 66 at Gullane yesterday.
The 34-year-old Englishman went out in 31
before parring his way down the relatively
tougher back nine on the par-70 course
which is a composite of the number one
and two courses on the East Lothian links.
That left him at eight under for the tourna-
ment and the joint clubhouse leader
alongside Ireland’s Shane Lowry, who had
identical back-to-back 66s, and Sweden’s
Johan Carlsson who added a 67 to a first
round of 65.

No player has ever won back-to-back
Scottish Open titles and, were Rose to

achieve that feat on Sunday, it would
underline his position among the favorites
at St Andrews in the absence of injured
world number one Rory McIlroy.Despite
the low scores, Rose assessed his game as
only “running at 50 per cent”, adding:
“There are still a couple of loose shots that I
am getting away with on this course that I
wouldn’t on other courses.  “But I feel like I
have managed my game well, played the
hard holes well and kept it clean.”

The 2013 US Open winner had a scary
moment at the 16th when his tee shot
struck an elderly spectator on the head,
which led to a teenage fan fainting at the
sight of the resulting blood. “I was pretty
concerned walking up there and seeing

there was someone on the ground, but he
took it like a trooper and was talking to me
so that was slightly reassuring. He told me
had been coming to tournaments for years
and years and had never got hit before.”
Rose’s playing partner, Phil Mickelson, who
won the 2013 Open just down the road at
Muirfield, could only manage one birdie on
the front nine and bogeys at 10 and 11 saw
him flirting with the projected cut after 77
players broke par on Thursday.

But a run of three straight birdies from
the 14th proved to be a timely tonic and
he came in with a 68 to stand at three
under for the tournament.  Low-scoring
was again the order of the day with calm
conditions prevailing and the greens

remaining soft and receptive. Sweden’s
Johan Carlsson was the first to get to eight
under after setting out in the first group of
the day. He had four birdies and one bogey
en route to his 67. “It was good. It was sol-
id. It was a bit less wind today,” he said.
“Eight under after two rounds on this
course, I’m happy with that.” First round
leader Thorbjorn Olesen of Denmark, who
had a 63 on Thursday, struggled on the
front nine. He opened with four straight
pars, but a bogey at the fifth and a double
bogey at the par-three seventh pegged
him back. Meanwhile, England’s Daniel
Brooks, one shot off the lead overnight,
moved out to nine under through 14
holes.— AFP 

Rose flourishing at Scottish Open


