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C O L U M B I A :  South Carol ina  has
removed the rebel Confederate flag
from the Statehouse where it  had
flown for more than a half-century, a
stunning turn  af ter  a  f ina l  push
sparked by the shooting deaths of
nine black churchgoers.  The rebel
banner was taken down yesterday
morning by a Highway Patrol honor
guard in a  ceremony attended by
thousands  who cheered at  the
removal, many yelling “USA, USA” and
“Hey, hey, hey, goodbye!”

A special armored van was taking
the flag to a state museum, where it
eventually will be housed in a multi-
million-dollar shrine lawmakers prom-
ised to build as part of a compromise
to get  the bi l l  ordering the f lag’s
removal  through the state
Legislature. The flag came down 23
days after the massacre of state Sen
Clementa Pinckney and eight others
inside Charleston’s Emanuel African
Methodist Episcopal Church. Haley
signed the bill with 13 pens. Nine of
them went to the families of the vic-
tims.

Authorities say they believe the
killings were racially motivated. By
posing with the Confederate f lag
before the shootings, suspect Dylann
Storm Roof, who has not yet entered a
plea to nine counts of murder, con-
vinced some that the flag’s reputation
for white supremacy and racial oppres-
sion had trumped its symbolism of
Southern heritage and ancestral pride.

‘Wrapped in hate’ 
“People say he was wrapped in

hate, that he was a hateful person,”
said Democratic Rep.  Justin Bamberg.
“Well, his hate was wrapped in the
cloak of that Confederate flag. That is
why that flag is coming down.” South
Carolina’s leaders first flew the rebel
battle flag over the Statehouse dome
in 1961 to mark the 100th anniversary
of the Civil War, when the pro-slavery
South seceded and fought the north-
ern Union. It remained there to repre-
sent official opposition to the civil
rights movement.

Decades later, mass protests against
the flag by those who said it was a
symbol of racism and white supremacy
led to a compromise in 2000 with law-
makers who insisted that it symbolized
Southern heritage and states’ rights.
The two sides came to an agreement
to move the flag from the dome to a
30-foot pole next to a Confederate
monument in front of the Statehouse.

Thousands of people showed up for
that transfer. Flag supporters shouted,
“Off the dome and in your face!” at
protesters who wanted the flag gone,
a line of police in special gear separat-
ing the two sides. A pair of Citadel
cadets, one white and one black, low-
ered the f lag from the dome as a
dozen Confederate re-enactors
marched to the brand new flagpole
and raised the rebel  banner.
Supporters of the flag were disap-
pointed, but resigned.

Several amendments 
“It’s just like the conclusion of the

war itself,” said Rep. Mike Pitts, who
submitted several amendments to fly
a different flag on the pole that all
failed. “The issue was settled, and the
nation came back together to move
on.” States across the US are moving
on without their Confederate sym-
bols. The rebel flag is gone from the
Alabama Capitol, and the US House
of Representatives voted that it can
no longer fly at historic federal ceme-
teries in the Deep South. A city coun-
cil committee in Memphis wants to
move a statue and the remains of
C i v i l  W a r  h e r o  a n d  s l a v e  t r a d e r
N a t h a n  B e d f o r d  F o r r e s t  o u t  o f  a
p r o m i n e n t  p a r k ,  a n d  o f f i c i a l s  i n
Alaska want a new moniker for a US
C e n s u s  d i s t r i c t  n a m e d  f o r  a
Confederate general.

South Carolina Gov Nikki Haley,
who cal led for the f lag’s  removal ,
walked out on the Capitol steps yes-
terday to take a look at the scene and
to talk to officers ahead of the cere-
mony. She spent just over five min-
utes looking over the crowd, which
quickly turned and began snapping
pictures. Haley did not answer ques-
tions about the upcoming ceremony,
b u t  e a r l i e r  y e s t e r d a y  o n  N B C ’ s
“ T o d a y ”  s h o w ,  s h e  s a i d :  “ N o  o n e
should ever drive by the Statehouse
and feel pain. No one should ever
drive by the Statehouse and feel like
they don’t belong.” — AP 

Historic move sets major precedent 

Rights leader presses 

more Trump fallout

UNIVERSAL CITY, California: The head of a Latino civil rights
group called on more organizations to follow NBC’s example and
cut business ties with Donald Trump. Alex Nogales, president of
the National Hispanic Media Coalition, said Thursday that the PGA
of America’s decision this week to move a golf tournament from a
Trump-owned course was a step in the right direction.

The PGA and other major golf organizations should agree to
keep tournaments off Trump properties in response to his com-
ments about Mexican immigrants, Nogales said. Trump’s represen-
tative didn’t immediately respond to a request for comment. The
PGA said it relocated its Grand Slam of Golf in agreement with
Trump. Nogales’ comments followed a Q&A with NBC
Entertainment Chairman Bob Greenblatt, part of a conference on
Latinos in entertainment sponsored by the advocacy group. NBC
ended its partnership with Trump on the Miss Universe and Miss
USA pageants after the celebrity billionaire, in announcing his pres-
idential campaign, said some Mexican immigrants to the US bring
drugs and crime, and some are rapists.

Trump won’t profit 
Nogales thanked Greenblatt, then moved on to a discussion of

Hispanic-oriented shows planned by NBC. Among them: a drama
in development about the settlement of California. The Miss USA
pageant that was to air on NBC will be carried Sunday instead by
the Reelz cable and satellite channel, which has said Trump won’t
profit from the telecast.

More fallout from the GOP candidate’s June remarks include
the Macy’s department store chain decision’s to stop carrying an
exclusive line of Trump menswear; Univision dropping its Spanish-
language telecasts of the Miss USA and Miss Universe pageants,
and the end to a project that OraTV, a company backed by
Mexican billionaire Carlos Slim, said it was developing with Trump.
Trump has fought back with a $500 million lawsuit against
Univision that claims breach of contract and defamation and says
Univision turned on him because it supports Democrat Hillary
Rodham Clinton for president. Regarding Macy’s, Trump said he’d
decided to end his relationship with the chain because of pressure
put upon them by outside sources.

“Both Macy’s and NBC totally caved at the first sight of potential
difficulty with special interest groups who are nothing more than
professional agitators,” he said. Nogales said he talked with
Greenblatt a few days before the decision by NBC, a division of
Comcast’s NBCUniversal, was announced June 29. “The Latino
community has finally come to a maturation tipping point,”
Nogales said Thursday. “We’re not going to take it anymore, and
we don’t have to.” — AP 

SOUTH CAROLINA: An honor guard from the South Carolina Highway patrol removes the Confederate battle flag from the
Capitol grounds. —AP 

Confederate flag taken 

down from statehouse

Thousands expected at 

Mormon leader funeral

SALT LAKE CITY: Several thousand people are expected at a public
funeral in Salt Lake City for Mormon leader Boyd K. Packer, who was
next in line to become president and prophet of the religion. The
memorial service at the Tabernacle on Temple Square will be the sec-
ond funeral in less than five weeks for a high-ranking leader of The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

Packer’s death on July 3 at the age of 90 from natural causes left
the religion with two openings on a high-level governing body called
the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles. Modeled after Jesus Christ’s
apostles, the group serves under the church president and his two
counselors in overseeing operations of the church and its business
interests. Fellow quorum member L Tom Perry died on May 30 from
cancer at the age of 92. Packer had been a member of the church’s
Quorum of the Twelve Apostles since 1970. As the longest tenured
member of that governing body, he was next in line to become presi-
dent of the Salt Lake City-based religion, which counts 15 million
members worldwide. Quorum member Russell M Nelson, 90, now
becomes next in line to take Mormon President Thomas S Monson’s
place. Monson is 87 years old, and church officials have said he’s feel-
ing the effects of his age.

Packer was known for being a staunch advocate for a conservative
form of Mormonism. That made him a model for like-minded, devout
Latter-day Saints but also a target for gay rights groups and some
more liberal Mormons. Packer is remembered for giving a speech in
1993 in which he warned that the religion faced the greatest threat
from three groups: feminists, homosexuals and intellectuals. In 2010,
he denounced homosexual attraction as unnatural and immoral.

In 2013, a Utah gay rights organization started a petition to protest
the naming of a new Weber State University center after Packer. His
oldest son, Allan Packer, said this week that it pained his father during
his final years to observe declining morals around the world. — AP 


