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SARAJEVO: Foreign dignitaries were
starting to arrive in Bosnia yesterday to
mark the 20th anniversary of Europe’s
worst massacre since World War II and
attend the funeral of 136 newly found
victims. Turkish Prime Minister Ahmet
Davutoglu and Jordan’s Queen Noor
were among early arrivals, and former
US President Bill Clinton was expected
later in the day. Foreign Affairs chief
Federica Mogherini is planned to repre-
sent the European Union at Saturday’s
commemorations.

Some 50,000 people are expected to
attend ceremonies mourning the 8,000
Muslim men and boys killed in the east-
ern Bosnian town of Srebrenica, which
had been declared a safe haven for civil-
ians by the United Nations. The event
includes a funeral for 136 recently found
victims identified through DNA analysis

On July 11, 1995, Serb troops overran
the Muslim enclave. Some 15,000 men
tried to flee through the woods toward
government-held territory while others
joined the town’s women and children

in seeking refuge at the base of the
Dutch UN troops who were deployed to
protect the town. But the United
Nations did nothing to stop the fall of
Srebrenica and the outnumbered and
outgunned Dutch troops could only
watch as Serb soldiers separated about
2,000 men from women for killing and
later hunted down and killed another
6,000 men in the woods.

The remains of Srebrenica victims are
still being found in mass graves. So far,
remains of some 7,000 victims have
been excavated from 93 graves or col-
lected from 314 surface locations and
identified through DNA technology.
Remains of more than 6,000 were
buried again at the Potocari Memorial
Center where Saturday’s events will
unfold, just across the road from the for-
mer UN base.

‘Horrible crime’
Bosnian Serbs deny the killings were

“genocide” and their leader, Milorad
Dodik, called last weekend the number

of victims a “lie.” But Serbian Prime
Minister Aleksandar Vucic will be repre-
senting Serbia at the commemoration.
He said he wanted to bow his head
before the victims of the “horrible
crime”. This week, a proposed UN
Security Council over a resolution that
called the crime “an act of genocide” - as
two international courts already have
labeled it -  was vetoed by Russia.
Leaders of the Bosnian Serbs and Serbia,
who have close religious and cultural
ties to Russia, have lobbied President
Vladimir Putin to vote “no.” US
Ambassador to the UN, Samantha
Power said the veto was “a further stain
on this council’s record.”

In Serbia, police have banned gather-
ings honoring the victims of the mas-
sacre as well as those by ultranational-
ists. Liberal Serbian groups had planned
to have some 7,000 people lie down in
front of the country’s parliament on
Saturday. Several Serb ultranationalist
groups, who deny that it the killings
were genocide and claim that that fewer
than 8,000 people died, had pledged to
disrupt the event.

The 1992-95 war in Bosnia, pitting
Christian Orthodox Serbs against
Bosnian Muslims and Croatian
Catholics, left more than 100,000 peo-
ple dead and millions homeless. The
Serbs, who wanted to remain in the
Serb-led Yugoslavia, fought against the
secession of Bosnia and Croatia from
the former federation. Bosnia’s war
ended with a US-brokered peace agree-
ment that divided the once ethnically
mixed country in two ministates - one
run by the Serbs, the other shared by
the Bosniaks and Croats.  They are
linked by a common government, par-
liament and three-member presidency
where each group holds a veto. — AP 
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Pope appeals to
Bolivians to forgive

colonial crimes
SANTA CRUZ DE LA SIERRA: Pope Francis, in a historic gesture of
reconciliation, sought forgiveness Thursday from Bolivia’s predom-
inantly indigenous inhabitants for crimes committed centuries ear-
lier in the name of the Catholic Church.  The Argentine-born pope,
who has never been afraid to weigh into delicate issues both reli-
gious and political, made the comments on the second stop of a
three-nation Latin America homecoming tour.

“I want to tell you, and I want to be very clear: I humbly ask your
forgiveness, not only for the offenses committed by our own
church, but for the crimes committed by original inhabitants dur-
ing the so-called conquest of America,” Francis told a gathering of
social activists, to sustained and enthusiastic applause. “There have
been many, very serious crimes committed again the native peo-
ples of America in the name of God,” the pontiff said, in what was,
to date, one of the most powerful and moving moments of his
weeklong South America visit. His apology for colonial era crimes
against the indigenous people of America was offered at a so-
called World Meeting of the Popular Movements in the city of
Santa Cruz. All three of the countries Francis is visiting during this
tour-Ecuador, Bolivia and Paraguay-are predominantly Catholic
and have been marked by a long history of poverty and inequality
mostly afflicting indigenous populations.

Beginning in the 1500s, Spanish conquerors, with the blessing
of the Church, subjugated and enslaved indigenous peoples in the
Americas, annihilating native cultures and forcing their conversion
to Christianity. Millions of people were killed by disease and mil-
lions more from a brutal system of forced labor that led to the
destruction of their indigenous lands and their way of life.

One million faithful 
Earlier on Thursday, Francis called on a million faithful to reject

today’s consumer society, at an open-air mass in the vast Christ the
Redeemer Plaza in Santa Cruz, where many people had camped
out overnight to see him. He also urged Bolivians against discard-
ing the weakest and most vulnerable members of society, includ-
ing the poor, voiceless and the disenfranchised.

He denounced what he called a “mentality in which everything
has a price, everything can be bought, everything is negotiable.
This way of thinking has room only for a select few,” the 78-year-
old told the crowd, estimated by authorities in Bolivia-South
America’s poorest nation-at one million strong. The two-hour serv-
ice featured religious hymns and chants. Hundreds of musicians
also played Baroque works, introduced by Spanish Jesuit mission-
aries in the 18th century and still very popular in this country.
Thousands in the crowd were from Bolivia’s indigenous majority
and President Evo Morales, the country’s first indigenous leader,
was in the front row. Around the plaza, dominated by the giant
bronze Christ the Redeemer statue, big-screen TVs were erected
for people to watch the religious service.

‘As close as possible’ 
Since his election in 2013, Francis-who hails from Argentina and

is also the first Jesuit pope-has cut a down-to-earth figure, which is
going down well in Santa Cruz.  “We want to be as close as possible
to receive the blessings that he is going to bestow,” said one of the
campers who waited overnight to see the pope, Nancy Camacho,
her head wrapped in a thick scarf. Francis arrived in Bolivia on
Wednesday evening in the high-altitude Andean city of La Paz-
more than 4,000 meters above sea level. Concerned authorities
had extra oxygen tanks on hand for the pope, who lost a lung dur-
ing his youth, but he was not seen using it.—AFP 

SREBRENICA A woman prays next to a grave of her relative at the Potocari memorial complex. —AFP  photos

Bosnians prepare to mark 20 
years of Srebrenica massacre

A Bosnian man mourns by a coffin of a relative in Srebrenica. 

SANTA CRUZ: Pope Francis and Bolivia’s President Evo
Morales pose for pictures at Christ the Redeemer
square — AFP  


