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TUNIS: Tunisia’s prime minister insisted
yesterday that his country has done
“everything in our power” to protect for-
eign tourists, as the British government
urged travelers to flee because of the
threat of more attacks. Britain on
Thursday called for all UK tourists to
leave Tunisia because an extremist
attack is “highly likely,” saying the North
African country hasn’t done enough to
enhance security. There were 30 British
tourists among the 38 victims killed by
an Islamic extremist at a Tunisian beach
resort last month.

The decision is a new wound for
Tunisia’s struggling tourism industry
and for Tunisia’s reputation as it tries to
solidify its new democracy in a volatile
region. An attack on the National Bardo
Museum in Tunis in March left 22 dead,
mostly foreign tourists. Tunisian Prime
Minister Habib Essid said yesterday that
his government would help evacuate
Britions.

“We did everything in our power to
protect (British) citizens and their inter-
ests, as well as those of all other coun-
tries,” Essid told lawmakers during a
security debate. Hundreds of thousands

of Britons visit Tunisia each year. Many
left after the Sousse attack, but some
3,000 are still in Tunisia. Travel company
Thomas Cook, which has about 2,000
British customers in Tunisia, said it
would add an extra flight yesterday to
bring Britons home.

The ramifications 
Hotels in the resort of Hammamet

were largely empty of foreign tourists
yesterday. At one, the swimming pool
glistened in the Mediterranean sun,
unperturbed by swimmers. British
Embassy officials were helping yester-
day with departures of British tourists at
the Enfidha airport, but would not talk
about the ramifications of the British
government move.

The head of the Islamist party
Ennahda’s group in parliament,
Noureddine Bhiri, called the British deci-
sion “manifestly damaging to Tunisia
and its democratic process.” A French
diplomat said French, British and
German governments will work with
Tunisia, notably in improving airport
security and protecting tourist sites and
foreign companies. The diplomat, who

spoke anonymously because he was not
authorized to speak publicly on the
issue, said Western experts would meet
next week in Tunis to discuss security
measures.

The Tunisian Parliament is debating
counter-terrorism legislation that rights
groups say would threaten hard-won
freedoms. The government says limits
on some freedoms are necessary to
ensure security. The prime minister said
his government has carried out 7,000
security operations since the museum
killing, arresting 1,000 people and stop-
ping 15,000 young people from travel-
ing to fight jihad abroad.

Essid said the government is working
to remedy “shortcomings” in security
efforts. “Our country is going through a
delicate situation, and is in danger,” he
said. France’s Foreign Ministry yesterday
urged its citizens in Tunisia to be “partic-
ularly vigilant” but stopped short of urg-
ing departures. Germany, two of whose
citizens died in the Sousse shooting,
made no immediate change to its travel
advice. Ireland urged its citizens to leave
if their presence in Tunisia was not
essential. —AP 
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Turkey detains dozen

alleged IS members  

ISTANBUL: Turkey yesterday detained 21 suspected
members of the Islamic State group, including three for-
eigners, in a major operation in several cities including
Istanbul, state media said. Police detained the suspects
in pre-dawn raids in several addresses in Istanbul, as well
as Sanliurfa province near the Syrian border, southern
Mersin province and Kocaeli province east of Istanbul. 

The detainees are suspected of helping the jihadist
group recruit people from Europe as well as helping
them travel to Syria, the official Anatolia news agency
said.  The foreigners, whose nationalities were not
immediately clear, were planning to cross into Syria to
fight for IS, which follows a fundamentalist version of
Islam.  The operation appeared to be the largest one yet
targeting IS suspects in Turkey, with arrests in the
megacity Istanbul for the first time. 

Arrest warrants were issued for at least 30 suspects,
Anatolia said, adding that police also seized two hunting
rifles, scores of bullets, documents belonging to IS as
well electronic equipment and military uniforms.  Video
footage showed bearded suspects with their right index
finger pointing upward-a gesture used by IS members
referring to the unity of God — as they were being led
away by plain clothes police officers.  Asked by a
reporter why they thought they were being detained,
one suspect said: “Because you are kuffars (the infidel)
targeting Muslims.”  Another young man ironically said:
“Because we’re terrorists!” 

‘Win anti-terror fight’ 
Western states have repeatedly accused Turkey of

not doing enough to halt the flow of jihadists across its
911-kilometer border with Syria. Turkey fiercely rejects
the accusations, saying it is making every effort to
secure a long border and in turn has accused the West of
not playing its part to shoulder the burden of hosting
1.8 million refugees from Syria. In an apparent bid to
deflect the criticism, Turkish authorities have arrested a
number of suspected militants in recent months.
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan said on Thursday
Turkey has so far arrested and deported around 1,300
people linked to the IS or other jihadist organisations
operating in Syria. 

“But other countries should do their part to prevent
the terrorists from travelling (to Syria) in the first place
so that the fight against terrorism will be won,” he said.
Last week, Turkish counter-terrorism police arrested sev-
en men in the western port city of Izmir suspected of
fighting alongside the IS in Syria. 

Yesterday’s arrests came after a two-day visit this
week by a senior US delegation during which Turkey
pledged more cooperation in the fight against the IS
jihadists in Syria.  Turkey has reinforced its military pres-
ence on the volatile border over the past week, deploy-
ing tanks and anti-aircraft missiles there as well as addi-
tional troops.

The Turkish build-up has led to speculation that the
government is planning to intervene in Syria to push the
jihadists back from the border and halt the advance of
Kurdish forces who have made gains against the extrem-
ists in the area. Prime Minister Ahmet Davutoglu on
Friday ruled out any prospect of an immediate interven-
tion in Syria, but said Turkey would respond if its securi-
ty was threatened. —AFP

SOUSSE: In this Friday, June 26, 2015 file photo, bodies are covered on a Tunisian beach. — AP 

ISTANBUL: Turkish authorities have
detained a 28-year-old woman for mur-
dering her husband out of “honor” after
he repeatedly beat her and tried to
force her into prostitution, reports said
yesterday.  Cilem Karabulut admitted in
testimony to police killing her husband
Hasan Karabulut, 33, in the southern
Adana region with a pistol stored at
home.  “Why do women always have to
be killed? Men can also be killed. I killed
for honor,” the Hurriyet daily quoted her

as saying in her testimony to the police.
The cause has sparked huge media

attention in Turkey,  in particular
because of the defiant demeanor of
Cilem Karabulut as she was taken to
court on Thursday handcuffed by two
female police off icers.   Giving the
thumbs up sign, she wore a T-shirt
emblazoned with a slogan in English:
“Dear Past, thanks for all the lessons.
Dear Future, I am ready.” Reports said
that the murder took place on

Wednesday afternoon and Cilem
Karabulut called the police to give her-
self up. She said that her husband had
repeatedly beaten her in the past and
then ordered her to become a prosti-
tute. 

The pair had a one-and-a-half year
old daughter but were already
estranged at the time of the killing. “I
killed my husband because he constant-
ly beat me and feared he would lead me
to prostitution, drug crime and that he

could kill me,” Hurriyet quoted her as
saying. Turkish authorities acknowledge
there is a grave problem of violence
against women in the country, in partic-
ular with women killed by their hus-
bands and close relatives.  Violence by
women against their husbands is by
contrast far rarer. According to the non-
governmental Platform to Stop Violence
Against Women, 286 women were mur-
dered in Turkey in 2014 and 160 so far
in 2015. — AFP 
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