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Former Saudi FM 

Prince Saud dies 
Amir offers condolences • Tributes pour in for long-serving ex-FM
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RIYADH: Saudi Arabia’s Prince Saud Al-Faisal,
who was the world’s longest-serving foreign
minister with 40 years in the post until his retire-
ment this year, has died, the ministry
spokesman said Thursday. He was 75. The tall,
stately Prince Saud was a fixture of Mideast
diplomacy, representing the oil-rich Gulf  pow-
erhouse as it wielded its influence in crisis after
crisis shaking the region - from Lebanon’s civil
war in the 1970s and 1980s, through multiple
rounds of Arab-Israeli peace efforts, the 1990
Iraqi invasion of neighboring Kuwait and the
subsequent Gulf War, Al-Qaeda’s Sept 11, 2001,
attacks in the United States, the 2003 US-led
invasion of Iraq to the current day’s tensions
between the Arab Gulf bloc and Iran, Arab
Spring uprisings, Syria’s civil war and the spread
of Islamic State group extremists.

The country’s government-owned media
announced Saud’s death after midnight yester-
day. The official announcement, carried by state
television, did not state the cause of death. The
prince had undergone multiple surgeries in
recent years for his back, which left him walking
with a cane, and for other ailments. Word of his
passing first emerged late Thursday when Saudi
Foreign Ministry spokesman, Osama Nugali,
wrote on his official Twitter feed, “The eye tears,
the heart saddens. We all are saddened to be
separated from you.”

The prince, who took the ministry post in
1975, retired on April 29, citing health reasons.
At the time, US Secretary of State John Kerry
hailed him, saying he “has not just been the
planet’s longest-serving Foreign Minister but
also among the wisest.” He was succeeded in
the post by Adel Al-Jubeir, who before that was
Saudi Arabia’s ambassador in Washington. Kerry
expressed his condolences to Saud’s family and
friends, King Salman and to the people of Saudi
Arabia, saying the prince was “a man of vast
experience, personal warmth, great dignity, and
keen insights who served his country loyally and
well.” “I personally admired him greatly, valued
his friendship, and appreciated his wise coun-
sel,” Kerry added. “His legacy as a statesman and
diplomat will not be forgotten.”

President Barack Obama said in a statement
that generations of US leaders and diplomats
benefited from Saud’s “thoughtful perspective,
charisma and poise, and diplomatic skill.” Saud
was the son of Saudi Arabia’s third king, Faisal,
who ruled from 1964 until he was assassinated
in 1975. Prince Saud, who had a bachelor’s
degree in economics from Princeton University
and had been deputy petroleum minister, was
soon after appointed to the foreign minister
post, which his father had held during his reign. 

The young prince, fluent in English and
French, brought an air of sophistication and
charisma, whether in crisp suits or in the tradi-
tional Saudi white robe and gold-trimmed black
cloak with a red-checkered head piece. Soft spo-
ken, he often showed a sense of humor not
often seen among the publicly stolid royal fami-
ly. He was father to six children, three boys and
three girls. King Salman’s son, Prince Sultan, is
married to one of Prince Saud’s daughters. The
late prince’s brothers are also known as highly
educated and eloquent, with Prince Khaled Al-
Faisal serving as the governor of Makkah and

another brother, Prince Turki Al-Faisal, heading
a research center and think tank after decades
as the head of intelligence.

Mamoun Fandy, author of Saudi Arabia and
the Politics of Dissent, said his death marks the
end of an era as the elder royals move to shift
power to younger princes. “The history of Saudi
foreign policy is Al-Faisal, both him and his
father,” he said. “It’s how the world knew Saudi
Arabia, through Al-Faisal.” Arab League
Secretary General Nabil Al-Arabi said the world
lost a “noble” diplomat who defended his
nation with “courage and valor.” Iyad Madani,

the secretary general of the Organization of
Islamic Cooperation, the world’s largest body of
Muslim nations, said the prince fought major
political battles in his career for the sake of his
country and for the Muslim world.

He led Saudi diplomacy over a period that
saw the kingdom - once better known for
behind-the-scenes influence - become more
overt in throwing its weight in affairs across the
Mideast. Tending to the alliance with the
United States was a major part of that.
Saddam’s invasion of Kuwait brought US troops
to Saudi Arabia, a deployment that raised some
opposition among Saudis. Al-Faisal played a
key role in patching ties with the United States
which were strained by the Sept 11, 2001
attacks, in which 15 of the 19 hijackers were
Saudi nationals. 

He insisted in public speeches that Islam and
Muslims are not the enemy, saying in 2004 in an
address at the European Policy Center in
Brussels: “You just cannot dismiss a 1,400-year-
old culture and civilization by stigmatizing it as
merely a hatchery for terrorism.” After the 2003
US-led invasion of Iraq ousted Saddam, Saudi
Arabia often bristled over the consequences -
the rise of Shiite power in Baghdad and the
growing influence there of Shiite-led Iran, the
kingdom’s top rival. Saud “had to explain to the
world how they hated Saddam Hussein, but
objected handing over Iraq to Iran,” Fandy said.

Al-Faisal was not seen as a hawk toward Iran,
but was part of the leadership that saw the
Shiite powerhouse across the Gulf waters as the
main challenge to Sunni-led Saudi Arabia. Last
year, he invited Iranian Foreign Minister
Mohammad Javad Zarif to visit Saudi Arabia, but
later accused Iran of fomenting unrest through-
out the Middle East. Zarif ended up visiting
shortly after King Abdullah’s death in late
January and expressed hopes of greater co-
operation with the Sunni-ruled kingdom.

Among the stories shared about the prince
by Western diplomats in Riyadh is that at one
point, he had approached King Abdullah to ask
to retire as foreign minister, saying he was tired
and needed to rest. The monarch declined his
request, telling him, “So I should be the only one
to die in office?” In one of his last public appear-
ances as foreign minister in March, he helped
rally efforts for Saudi Arabia to lead a coalition of
Arab countries to bomb Yemen’s Shiite rebels
who had taken over the capital there. “We are
not warmongers, but if the drums of war call for
it, we are prepared,” Saud said in a speech to the
kingdom’s consultative Shura Council, arguing
that Yemen was integral to overall Gulf security
and that Iran was behind the rebels. — AP 

RIYADH: File picture shows Saudi Foreign Minister Prince Saud Al-Faisal gesturing during
a joint press conference with his French counterpart. — AFP (See Page 2)
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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah sent a cable of condolences late on Thursday
to Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques King Salman Bin
Abdulaziz of Saudi Arabia over the passing of former foreign
minister Saud Bin Faisal Al-Saud.

In the cable, His Highness the Amir said that the Kingdom
has lost one of its devoted statesmen, who had a life filled
with achievements, during which he excelled in fulfilling his
duties as top diplomat and best represent his country’s for-
eign policy. His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah sent similar
cables.

Pillar
Meanwhile, First Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of

Foreign Affairs Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah
expressed deepest condolences over the passing of the for-
mer Saudi foreign minister. “We reminisce; with pride, honor-
able and courageous stances of the deceased during the Iraqi
invasion to Kuwait in 1990-1991,” Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled told
KUNA. “We also hold high what the deceased had offered to
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah (foreign minister at the time) during that period,”
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled added. Arab and international diplo-
macy has lost one of its pillars and most brilliant leaders
throughout the last four decades.

Foreign Ministry’s Undersecretary Khaled Al-Jarallah mean-
while said that with the loss of the former Saudi foreign minis-
ter, the Arab and Muslim nations have lost a great man who
devoted his life for their service. Jarallah praised the deceased
for he was an example for manners and devotion in state serv-
ices. He was a distinguished diplomat who earned admiration
of the Arabs and the whole world, he stated. He noted Prince
Al-Faisal’s support for Kuwaiti in face of the 1990 Iraqi aggres-
sion on the country.

Architect
In the meantime, Minister of Information and Minister of

State for Youth Affairs Sheikh Salman Sabah Al-Salem Al-
Homoud Al-Sabah mourned the demise of the ‘architect of
the Saudi foreign strategy’ Prince Saud Al-Faisal. In remarks to
KUNA, Sheikh Salman Al-Homoud expressed deep distress for
losing the architect of the Saudi foreign policy, noting his
stances on side of Kuwait against the 1990 Iraqi aggression.
The minister also noted that Prince Saud Al-Faisal had worked
closely with His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah during his service in the foreign affairs’ sector.

Chairman and General Director of Kuwait News Agency
(KUNA) Sheikh Mubarak Al-Duaij Al-Ibrahim Al-Sabah also
eulogized the late former foreign minister of Saudi Arabia,
who he credited for leading the Kingdom’s foreign policy

since 1975. “He was one of the most prominent stallions of
Arab and Islamic diplomacy,” he said.

Prince Saud Al-Faisal had served in the foreign affairs min-
istry at times the region was witnessing hard conditions relat-
ed to the cold war, the Palestinian issue, the Iraq-Iranian war,
the Iraqi aggression on Kuwait and the war on terrorism, he
stated. The deceased had played a major role in preparing for
liberation of Kuwait from the Iraqi occupation in 1991, he
added.

Great loss
Top Kuwaiti lawmakers mourned meanwhile the death of

former Prince Saud Al-Faisal. In separate press releases,
Speaker of the National Assembly Marzouq Al-Ghanem and
deputy parliament speaker Mubarak Al-Khurainej offered their
condolences to the Saudi government and people, affirming
that the passing of Prince Saud Al-Faisal was a great loss for
the Arab and Muslim worlds.

Both officials reflected the Kuwaiti people’s gratitude
towards the late Saudi official’s actions and efforts during the
invasion and subsequent liberation of Kuwait, affirming that
Prince Saud Al-Faisal’s legacy, on the regional and internation-
al scales, will continue to live on. 

Also yesterday, the Arab States Broadcasting Union (ASBU)
chief Mohammad Al-Awash mourned the death of Prince
Saud Al-Faisal, saying that his death is a big loss for the Arab
and world diplomacy. He added that Al-Faisal was a noble and
a brave man who spent his lifetime serving the Arab and
Muslim nations as well as defending their causes on the
regional and international scenes since he took over as a for-
eign minister in 1975 until he was relieved from the post upon
his request earlier this year.  

The deceased had worked hard so as to meet the aspira-
tions of his country and the Arabs over four decades, he said.
He was not only influential in the foreign policy of the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC), but on the Arab and international
scenes as well.

The late prince was one of the policymakers of the GCC
economic, security and political policies, setting the rules of
the GCC joint action. This has developed the bloc into a key
regional player on the international arena, said Al-Awash, who
is also Undersecretary for Media Planning and Cognitive
Development in Kuwait’s Ministry of Information. 

Al-Faisal set the principles of a school of diplomacy
through which he dealt professionally and efficiently with all
political, security and economic challenges at the Arab,
Muslim and Gulf levels, he said. Awash offered, on behalf of
ASBU member states, heart-felt condolences to Saudi King,
government and people as well as the family of the deceased 

Prince Saud Al-Faisal passed away in the US city of Los
Angeles where he was undergoing medical treatment. He was
75. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: Domestic helpers and expatriates on dependen-
cy visas who are in violation of residency regulations are
allowed to regulate their status, provided that they have a
Kuwaiti sponsor and a valid passport, the Interior Ministry
announced recently.

As per new procedures announced by the ministry’s
Residency Affairs Department, expatriates holding article

20 (domestic helpers) and 22 (dependency) visas are
referred to investigations after approaching authorities to
regulate their status. After that, the sponsor is summoned
by the Investigations General Department, and then a mis-
demeanor case is filed. The sponsor is then required to
refer to the relevant residency affairs’ department office
within two days from the date in which the case was filed
in order to issue a valid visa for the sponsored expatriate.

If the visa could not be renewed pending procedures
such as taking a new medical test or fingerprinting, an
expatriate is given a temporary visa until those procedures
are finished, said Colonel Rasheed Al-Tawalah, Director of
the Central Residency Systems’ Administration at the
Residency Affairs Department. Tawalah urged citizens who
have violating persons under their sponsorship to take
advantage of the new procedures as soon as possible.

Grace for Kuwaiti-sponsored domestic workers, dependency visa holders

Three private 

universities to open

next September

KUWAIT: Three private universities will open in
Kuwait next September to join the 12 already estab-
lished private educational institutes, an official said
yesterday.

The Canadian Algonquin College, the aviation
Technology College, and Kuwait science and
Technology College will join the 12 established pri-
vate universities and educational institutions in
Kuwait, Assistant Secretary at the Private Universities
Council (PUC) Dr Waleed Al-Kanderi said.

There will be some announcements for the open-
ing of new private educational facilities and universi-
ties in Kuwait but all announcements will come in
time, said the official. PUC is a government institution
chaired by Minister of Higher Education and includes
the membership of eight of experts and specialized in
high education.

The Gulf University for Science and Technology
(GUST), the Australian College of Kuwait (ACK), and
American University of Kuwait (AUK) were amongst
the first private educational institutions in Kuwait
after a decree was issued in 2000 to allow the open-
ing of such facilities. Private universities were estab-
lished as an alternative to allow individuals in
Kuwait to pursue high educational diplomas and
degrees. — KUNA

Asia Naphtha-Kuwait’s

July spot exports 

higher than usual

SINGAPORE: Kuwait Petroleum Corporation (KPC) has sold
25,000 tons of full-range naphtha for July loading, bringing
its total spot exports this month to more than 70,000 tons,
traders said yesterday. This is the highest spot volume KPC
had sold in a single month this year, Reuters data showed,
but the reasons behind such high exports were not clear.

While KPC’s July spot volume is equivalent to only one
long-range vessel, traders said it was weighing on sellers’
sentiment as the market was already grappling with high
supplies coming to Asia from Europe and the
Mediterranean. “Asia is receiving more supplies from India
to the Middle East and the west,” a Singapore-based indus-
try source said.

KPC does not regularly sell naphtha in the spot market
as most of its cargoes are tied up through 12-month con-
tracts. It previously sold 50,000 tons of naphtha in the spot
market for July 7-8 loading. Sources said the buyer was an
oil major, but no further details were available.

KPC followed up with an offer of 25,000 tons for July 7-9
loading but traders said that this was later cancelled. KPC
replaced that offer with the current cargo scheduled for
July 18-19 lifting, which traders said was sold to an oil
major at premiums in the high single digits versus Middle
East quotes on a free-on-board (FOB) basis. But this could
not be independently verified. — Reuters
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By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: Kuwait Times is publishing daily reviews of
three Kuwaiti soap operas aired on Al Rai TV. Here are
the reviews of the 21st episode:

‘Qabil lil Kaser’
Jinan is confused if her feelings for Ali are love or

not, and tells Raja she is afraid as it is the first time she
has got such a feeling. Jinan’s computer hangs and
she gets angry, so Ali fixes it. The same day when she
is leaving, she finds her car’s tire punctured, so Ali
changes it for her. She thanks him for helping her
twice in a day, and her face shows she is in love with
him.

Sulaiman is upset as that Jinan is not reacting to
the playacting he did to make her jealous. He suspects
that she may stop loving him and Hiba tells him that
probably she doesn’t want to show she cares. She also
blames him for cheating on Jinan many times, so she
has the right to hate him. 

Moza tells Rakan that Jinan agreed, but under one
condition - to meet Yousef. Rakan then goes to Yousef
at his workplace at the police station. He calls Wed to
tell her that Yousef agreed they get married.

Raja tells Sulaiman that Jinan does not love him
anymore. She suggests that he leave the country and
live somewhere else so even if they wanted to arrest
him for the money he took from Jinan, they won’t find
him. But he refuses and denies loving Jinan.  

Fahd’s mother is noticing the change in her hus-
band’s behavior. She tries to woo him but he is not
paying attention to her. She tells Hadeel that she
hopes he marries Jinan to get her money. So Hadeel
sees the similarity in their thinking. Hadeel tells Ali he
has to marry Jinan to get rich so they can get married,
but he refuses. So Hadeel tells him he will lose her and
she will agree to marry anyone who proposes her. 

‘Ummina Rwehit Al Jannah’
Fayza meets Shihab again at the wedding and tells

him these coincidences are too much. When leaving
the wedding, he sees her again near the door and
then drives beside her. When somebody tries to flirt
with her, Shihab gets out of the car to talk to him, but
he drives away. Then he drives all the way following

her till she reaches her home. 
When Nasser is pushing the wheelchair of his

uncle Faisal, he falls on the floor. Faisal tells him the
truth that his heart is fatigued and he needs surgery,
so he says he will donate him his heart but he must
keep this a secret and help him do it. 

Fatma tells Fayza to take the box containing her
jewelry with her and guard it in front of Futuh, and she
is watching the box.   

Taiba takes the purse of Ghada pretending to
show it to her sister-in-law, to drop a phone in her
purse. Farouq tells her he will not sleep in at Fatma’s
house with them, and he goes to Ghada. He com-
plains about her dress and her work, and asks her that
if he publicizes their marriage, would she leave her
work? She agrees, so he says he will call Taiba to tell
her. But a phone starts ringing in her purse. Farouq
takes it out to see the caller is named ‘my love Aziz’.

He asks her who he is, and puts the call on speaker to
hear the guy saying “my love Ghada,” telling he will
call later. Farouq then divorces Ghada and leaves. This
guy was the brother of Taiba, who did this to get rid
of Ghada.   

When driving from the wedding, Fahd is talking
but Ghala is not listening. She tells him she wished
she was the bride that night, but Fahd thinks she is
sad that they did not have a wedding party. Fawzy
calls him that he has a flat tire, so he takes him to drop
him to the hotel. Fahd tells Ghala they will also book a
room at the hotel to spend the night there. At the
hotel, Ghala asks Fahd if he loves her, and he says that
he didn’t initially, but now he loves her even more
than her late twin Hala.

‘Thakira min Waraq’ 
Najd asks Mashael why she did not go to the pic-

nic. She said she did, but came back immediately as
Shouq went with Nawaf and told her to return with
Hamad to be there alone with Nawaf. She also told
her to call Shouq to make sure of what she said, but
Najd doesn’t care.

Fawaz is calling Shouq but her mobile is off, so he
fights with his mother. He then calls Najd and Shouq
is with him, and he asks her why she didn’t answer.
She said the battery of her phone is dead and she was
at a restaurant with her friends. He asked with whom,
so she says Noora, Najd and another friend. He warns
her not to lie to him.

Shouq is talking with Nawaf outside the house in
the countryside and he says she is lying and goes
inside the house, so she leaves, and stops a passing
car to drop her home. He then looks for her but does-
n’t find her. Ghanim asks Fajer to deliver some items,
but she refuses. He wants to lure her to do so by get-
ting a share of the deal. But still she refuses and
leaves.

Shouq returns and sees Mashael and asks her why
did she do this, but Mashael denies everything and
says nobody will believe her. Noora arrives and refus-
es to listen to Shouq, who wants to tell her what hap-
pened, saying they are colleagues and not friends.
Najd asks Noora about Shouq and she tells her she is
downstairs, so Najd goes to her and tells her she
believes her. 

Ramadan soap operas’ review

Qabil lil Kaser’s poster.

Ummina Rwehit Al Jannah’s poster Thakira min Waraq’s poster
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By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Police arrested an Interior Ministry employee
who offered unlicensed weapons for sale on social media,
the ministry announced. The Kuwaiti man was ambushed
after being lured to sell a shotgun and ammunition to an
undercover agent. Police found two rifles after searching
his house, the ministry’s Relations and Security Media
Department said in a statement. The man was taken to the
proper authorities for further action.

Captagon busted
Nearly 160,000 captagon pills were busted inside a

shipment that arrived from an Arab country through air
cargo. The drugs were discovered based on information
that the Customs General Department received about the
expected arrival of a shipment containing drugs. The nar-
cotics were found hidden inside two electric pizza ovens.
Investigations are ongoing to reveal the persons who
imported the shipment.

Wife charged
An Egyptian man filed a robbery case against his wife,

brother-in-law and sister-in-law at Maidan Hawally police
station. The man told police that he returned home to dis-
cover that all the furniture was missing, in addition to KD
600 in cash and 350 grams of gold. The man pressed
charges against his wife, who he said had earlier left their
apartment and went to stay at her father’s house. He also
pressed charges against her brother and sister, and told
police that the building’s janitor was willing to testify in
the case. Investigations are ongoing.

An unidentified man broke into a butcher shop in
Maidan Hawally recently, stole a safe that contains around
KD 4,000 and escaped, the shop’s Kuwaiti owner told local
police. Criminal investigators were sent to the scene.

The suspect is pictured with the weapons in this handout photo. An electric pizza oven where the captagon pills were hidden.

KUWAIT: A new employee at a labor department was arrested for col-
laborating with a local company’s owner to raise the number of work-
ers in his company in exchange of gifts. Interior Ministry Assistant
Undersecretary for Citizenship and Passports Affairs Major General
Sheikh Mazen Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah had ordered investigations in infor-
mation he received, and claimed that a company specialized in tile
installation was involved in human trafficking by manipulating the esti-
mated number of laborers the company needs. Detectives discovered
that the company’s Kuwaiti owner used the help of a Ministry of Social
Affairs and Labor employee to forge the estimated number and
increase it from 15 to 254. The company’s owner was summoned and
confessed of all the accusations. The employee was arrested, sent to
the public prosecution and charged with forgery. A department at the
Ministry of Social Affairs and Labor sets the maximum number of work-
ers each company hire after examining its requirements. Manipulating
this number is a common method used by human traffickers to help
them issue visas that they can sell to workers hoping to come to Kuwait
for work.

False alarm
A suspicious bag near a mosque in Surra brought police to the area,

but it was found to contain clothes.

Bootlegger caught
An Asian man was taken to the Drugs Control General Department

after he was caught with three cardboard boxes of homemade liquor in
Abu Halaifa. Officers in a police patrol suspected a driver in the area, so
they stopped him and found the liquor after searching his vehicle, a
security source said. Meanwhile, Capital police sent 12 Asian women to
vice detectives after catching them in Abdallah Al-Salem area.

Harassment
An Egyptian man was accused of caressing an Asian woman inside

the elevator of the building where she lives. The woman went to the
police station and filed a complaint. Police are investigating.

Ex-con charged
Hawally patrols arrested an ex-convict for reckless driving in Salwa, as

well as endangering his and other people’s lives while driving under the
influence of alcohol. He was sent to criminal detectives to face criminal
charges previously filed against him.

Theft
Farwaniya detectives arrested a citizen for stealing his ex-wife’s car

using a spare key. When the woman found out that her car was missing,
she went to Farwaniya police station and accused her ex-husband of steal-
ing it. Investigations are underway.

Officer insulted
A traffic policeman recently filed a complaint against a citizen he had

ticketed for listening to loud music in his vehicle in Fahaheel, said security
sources. The driver got furious for being ticketed, then shouted at and
insulted the policeman before driving off, according to the officer’s state-
ments. 

Maid charged with theft
A citizen living in Al-Qairawan reported that her housemaid had stolen

KD 5,000 worth of jewelry and fled the house. A case was filed and further
investigations are in progress. 

Addicts arrested
Two drug addicts were recently arrested in Salhiya with possession of

14 bags of methamphetamine and 66 psychotropic pills. They were
referred to the proper authorities for further action.

Fake cops detained
Two men, Kuwaiti and Syrian, were recently arrested for impersonating

as policemen and robbing expatriates in Fahaheel, said security sources.
Police managed to identify the citizen and arrested him at his house in
Subahiya following investigations in multiple mugging reports. The sus-
pect then led detectives to his Syrian accomplice’s house in Fintas. —Al-Rai

‘Interior’ employee arrested for unlicensed weapons trade
Captagon smuggling bid thwarted

Company owner, ministry employee
arrested in human trafficking case
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Bosnians prepare to mark 20 
years of Srebrenica massacre

Iran lashes out 
in nuclear talks

MOSUL: In this Tuesday, June 16, 2015 photo provided by a website of the Islamic State group, an IS member, right, distributes pamphlets about fasting before the Muslim holy month
of Ramadan. — AP 

BEIRUT: During the Muslim holy month of
Ramadan, the Islamic State group is showing two
faces to the millions who live under its rule in Iraq
and Syria - handing out food and alms to the poor
to tout their adherence to the month’s spirit of
compassion while meting out sharp punishment
to anyone caught breaking the daily fast.

The double approach reflects the policy that
the extremist group has followed ever since it
overran large parts of the two countries and
declared a “caliphate” in its territory last year. It has
sought to build public support by providing servic-
es and acting as a functioning government, even
as it imposes its strict version of Islamic law
through violence.

Violators being flogged
In the Iraqi city of Mosul, the biggest city under

IS rule, those who break the fast can be punished
by being put in a cage in a public square for hours
or for several days, said one resident, speaking on
condition he be identified only by his first name,
Omar, for his own security. In parts of Syria, viola-
tors are tied to a wooden cross in public, according
to the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, which
monitors the situation in the country. Other resi-
dents and activists reported fast-violators being

flogged.
Ramadan, which began in mid-June and ends

next week, is a time when Muslims around the
world seek to be closer to God, refraining from
food, water, smoking and sex from dawn to sunset,
offering extra prayers, reading the Quran, showing
charity for the poor and cementing friendships
and family ties. Usually, it’s festive after sunset,
with families out visiting each other or gathering at
street cafes, playing backgammon, cards or smok-
ing water pipes.

In the IS-ruled city of Fallujah in western Iraq,
residents have been told by the group’s authorities
not to gather at coffee shops - and anyway, smok-
ing and games are banned. IS has also ordered
men to observe a modest dress code during
Ramadan, meaning no sleeveless shirts or shorts,
common attire for Iraqi men to cope with the
unforgiving summer heat.

Horrifying slaughter 
“We’ve lost the beautiful Ramadan atmosphere

we are accustomed to,” said Mohammed Ahmed
Jassim, a 52-year old grocer and father of three in
Fallujah. “Before, you could tell it is Ramadan in
every corner in the city,” he said. “Now everyone is
staying put at home waiting for his fate.” Many

under IS rule are also enduring higher food prices,
particularly for produce and bread, in part because
of fighting near the Turkish border that saw farm-
lands burned and because of the takeover by
Kurdish fighters last month of Syria’s Tal Abyad
border crossing, formerly a key supply route for IS.

At the same time, the extremists have
unleashed some of their most horrifying brutalities
during Ramadan. In the first week of the month,
the group released a video purporting to show the
killing of 16 men it described as spies by drowning
them in a cage lowered to the bottom of a pool,
decapitating them with explosives or firing a rock-
et-propelled grenade at a car they were forced
into.

Last week, it posted a video that purports to
show the killings of some two dozen Syrian army
soldiers by young IS fighters with a bullet to the
head inside the ruins of the ancient town of
Palmyra, with an audience of several hundred peo-
ple. An IS call for jihad during Ramadan appears to
have triggered deadly attacks in Tunisia, Kuwait,
Egypt and France over the past weeks. In Syria, IS
fighters infiltrated the border town of Kobani, bat-
tling Kurdish forces for two days and killing some
250 civilians, including as many as 100 children,
many in their homes, according to activists.

Promote itself
The Islamic State group’s powerful media

machine has also been using Ramadan to promote
itself. One carefully choreographed online video
depicted what was said to be the life of its fighters
on the frontline during the fast, showing them fir-
ing on enemies supposedly over the horizon, and
then later sitting down for a meal of rice, chicken,
dates, pickles and bread to break the fast at sunset.

The group also regularly posts online photos of
its Ramadan charity. Activists in Iraq and Syria say
the militants distribute Ramadan food baskets that
include rice, crushed wheat, sugar and cooking oil.
They also make dates, juice and mineral water
available in mosques for those praying when the
day’s fast ends.

In Fallujah, IS militants slaughtered sheep and
cows and distributed their meat to residents on
the first day of Ramadan, according to residents
there. Occasionally, IS authorities organize a free
“Iftar,” the sunset meal, in public squares or in
mosques, according to Bari Abdul-Latif, an activist
from the IS-held Syrian town of Al-Bab in Aleppo
province. They also sell cylinders of cooking gas at
one-fifth of the market price during Ramadan.
“They are planting the idea in people’s minds that
they are in control,” said Abdul-Latif.  — AP 

IS mixes brutality and charity during Ramadan

Imposing version of Islamic law through violence
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VIENNA: Rollercoaster talks in Vienna
towards a nuclear deal entered a 14th
day yesterday with still no end in sight,
as Iran accused the West of back-track-
ing and Washington said it was prepared
to walk away.  Yesterday’s morning
deadline to present the deal to the
Congress appeared to have been
missed, doubling the time for US law-
makers to review the accord-if it can be
reached-to a potentially risky 60 days.

“Unfortunately we have seen changes
in the position and excessive demands...
by several countries,” Iranian Foreign
Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif said late
Thursday after praying at a Vienna
mosque. Each of the nations in the
group “have different positions which
makes the task even harder,” Zarif, who
again met US Secretary of State John
Kerry yesterday morning, told the Iranian
television Al-Alam.

Web of sanctions 
The mooted deal with the P5+1

group-Britain, China, France, Germany,
Russia and the United States-is aimed at
preventing Iran from developing a
nuclear bomb by scaling down its atom-
ic activities. In exchange, a painful web
of sanctions-”the most indiscriminate
imposed on any nation in human histo-
ry,” Zarif wrote in the Financial Times this
week — would be gradually lifted.

On Thursday, following a meeting
with his counterparts from France,
Germany and Britain, Kerry said that he
would not be rushed into a deal but at
the same time that he would not negoti-
ate “forever”. “If the tough decisions
don’t get made, we are absolutely pre-
pared to call an end to this process,”
Kerry told reporters.

Kerry stressed negotiators were
focusing on the quality of the deal,
which “has to be one that can withstand
the test of time”.  “It is not a test of a
matter of days or weeks or months. It’s a
test for decades,” he said. The current
effort to alleviate international concerns
about Iran’s nuclear program-first
revealed by dissidents in 2002 — began
in  2013 after moderate Iranian President
Hassan Rouhani took power.

In November that year Iran and the
powers agreed an interim deal under
which Tehran froze parts of its nuclear
program in exchange for minor sanc-
tions relief. Two deadlines last year-in
July and November-to turn this into a
final accord were missed, but in April
in Lausanne, Switzerland the parties
managed to agree on the main out-
lines of a deal. 

Armies of experts 
Armies of experts have made huge

progress on some of the thorniest issues
needed to turn this framework into a
complex final document of possibly up
to 100 pages long. The main text and
five complicated technical annexes are
all but written, diplomats say. “The text is
done. It’s already there. It’s a matter of
yes or no,” EU foreign policy chief
Federica Mogherini told CNN on
Thursday.

“We are very close, but if the impor-

tant, historical decisions are not made in
the next hours we won’t have an agree-
ment.” But there are still gaps, and diplo-
mats say that the remaining differences
can only be decided at a political level.
Iran’s demand that a UN arms embargo
be lifted has thrown a spanner in the
works in recent days. Western nations
have baulked at the idea, as Tehran is
accused of fomenting violence in the
Middle East.

But Russian Foreign Minister Sergei
Lavrov, speaking from Russia, threw
Moscow’s weight behind Tehran on
Thursday, saying Moscow was “in favor of
lifting the embargo as soon as possible.”
And an Iranian official, who asked not to
be identified, said Beijing had also
backed Tehran’s demand, adding the
easing of the UN embargo is a “require-
ment”. He insisted, however, that “a com-
prehensive agreement is within reach. It
just requires people to abandon unnec-
essary or illusion objectives”. — AFP 

Iran lashes out 
in nuclear talks 
Deal enters 14th day with no end in sight 

VIENNA: Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif gestures as he talks to jour-
nalist from a balcony of the Palais Coburg hotel where the Iran nuclear talks are being
held. — AFP 

TEHRAN: Tens of thousands marched in
Tehran yesterday in annual Quds (Jerusalem)
Day demonstrations in support of Palestinians,
but Saudi Arabia this year joined arch-foe Israel
as the target of protesters. President Hassan
Rouhani attended but did not speak at the
main rally in Tehran, which coincided with
seemingly deadlocked nuclear talks between
Iran and world powers led by the United
States. Large demonstrations were also
expected in Iraq and Lebanon to mark the
annual solidarity day inaugurated by Iran’s rev-
olutionary leader Ayatollah Ruhollah
Khomeini. While Iran does not recognize
Israel’s existence, and supports Palestinian mil-

itant groups that fight it, Saudi Arabia’s bomb-
ing campaign in Yemen drew anger.

The crowd in Tehran chanted “Down with
US, Israel and the House of Saud,” and carried
placards that declared “Zionist soldiers kill
Muslims” and “the Saudi family will fall”. While
the ongoing nuclear negotiations in Vienna
are at the forefront of Iranian minds, the talks
were only a backdrop to the procession in the
capital. Iran’s relations with Saudi Arabia have
sunk in the past six months since the Sunni
kingdom began a bombing campaign against
fellow Shiites in Yemen. Tehran also accuses
Riyadh of backing Sunni extremists in Iraq and
Syria, including the Islamic State jihadist

group, known here by the derogatory Arabic
acronym Daesh. A giant stick puppet dubbed
Daesh, was carried through yesterday’s Tehran
demonstration, with the words “Saudi’s doll”
written on it. It was later burned along with
American, Israeli and British flags, a common
gesture at public demonstrations ever since
the Islamic revolution of 1979. Iran prides itself
on its support for the Palestinians against
Israeli occupation and state media screened
the Tehran demonstration live and also aired
footage of rallies in Mashhad, Isfahan and oth-
er Iranian cities.

Using the Quds Day hashtag, supreme
leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei tweeted: “There

are two sides in oppression: oppressor & the
oppressed. We back the oppressed and are
against oppressors.” Posters showed Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, Saudi
King Salman and US President Barack Obama
in flames. And at a mock checkpoint, several
men and a woman dressed in Israeli army uni-
forms shouted at people who wanted to pass
and pushed them back, threatening them with
batons and guns. “We are all here to see the
freedom of Quds. The people of Palestine are
oppressed and their lands occupied,” said
Ahmad Moghadam, a 67-year-old clerk. “We
stand behind Palestine until its people are
freed.” — AFP 

Saudi joins Israel as target of protests

Young, unemployed Gazans 
hope to find work in Israel

GAZA-ISRAEL BORDER: From his Spartan room in the Maghazi
refugee camp in the Gaza Strip, 18-year-old Abdalla Al-Haddad could
glimpse a narrow chance at a better life: it was less than a mile and a 3-
1/2-metre fence away. So on a chilly night in February, he and a friend
made a dash for it, scrambling over the heavily secured steel and wire
barrier that separates Gaza from Israel.

“I was not thinking,” he told Reuters, back in the three-room home
he shares with 11 family members. “Ten minutes after we jumped, illu-
mination rounds were fired, there was a lot of gunfire and we were sur-
rounded by Israeli army forces, who arrested us,” he said. He spent the
next three months in an Israeli jail. “I was desperate because there is no
work in Gaza,” he explained, describing his daily life as sleeping and
playing football, with little prospect of finding a job.

While it is by no means a mass phenomenon, a rising number of
Palestinians are trying their luck at jumping the fence from Gaza into
Israel. Barely a week goes by without a report from Israeli security
forces of another attempt. The Israeli military says it has caught 130 in
the past year. It won’t provide comparative figures, but the anecdotal
evidence from Gazans and organizations that monitor the trend is that
numbers have been climbing steadily.

Devastating hit 
Poverty and the lack of prospects in Gaza are driving young people

to take ever-greater risks. That is particularly true after last year’s war
between Israel and Hamas, in which the economy and infrastructure
took another devastating hit. In May, the World Bank said Gaza’s econ-
omy was in the worst state in the world, with the world’s highest
unemployment rate at 43 percent, rising to nearly 70 percent among
20-24 year olds. Those figures do not fully express the human toll for
1.8 million residents confined to an area of 160 sq km, unable to leave
without permits, its report added. Palestinians in Gaza, unlike those in
the West Bank, are not permitted to work in Israel, which stopped issu-
ing work permits to Gazans when the strip fell under control of Hamas,
designated a terrorist group by the United States and European Union.

The lure of work is strong. A day’s labor on a construction site with-
out a work permit in Israel can pay around 250 shekels ($66), according
to Israeli watchdog Workers Hotline. In Gaza, it would be a fifth of that.
But jumping the fence comes with huge risks. Israeli law allows punish-
ment of up to 5 years in jail forunarmed infiltration across its borders.
Crossing with a weapon risks up to 15 years in jail and crossing with a
firearm or explosives can carry a life sentence.

‘One big prison’
An Israeli military officer in the Gaza Division said most border-

jumpers are unarmed teens looking for work or to escape family hard-
ship. For some, jail may be more appealing than life in Gaza, with three
meals a day and a chance to study. “Sometimes they cross with a knife
or a grenade in their pocket, they don’t come with the intent of doing
anything with it, they cross the fence, raise their arms and show you the
grenade so that the sentence they get will be higher and they spend
more time in jail,” the officer said. According to the Israeli Prison Service,
50 Gazans are currently in jail for crossing the border. The average
prison term is 11 months, an Israeli justice official said. Hamas has its
own reasons for trying to stop them and has increased security along
the border, according to Hamas interior ministry spokesman Eyad al-
Bozom. The fear is that some of the fence jumpers will be pressured by
Israel into becoming collaborators - supplying intelligence on Hamas.

Acknowledging an increase in the numbers over the past two years,
Bozom said most of those stopped on the Gaza side are aged 17 to 25.
“They have poor education and believe life across the fence will be bet-
ter,” he said. Israel enforces a 300-meter no-go zone on the Gaza side of
the fence, an area where dozens of Palestinians have been shot and
wounded by Israeli gunfire this year.— Reuters 
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TUNIS: Tunisia’s prime minister insisted
yesterday that his country has done
“everything in our power” to protect for-
eign tourists, as the British government
urged travelers to flee because of the
threat of more attacks. Britain on
Thursday called for all UK tourists to
leave Tunisia because an extremist
attack is “highly likely,” saying the North
African country hasn’t done enough to
enhance security. There were 30 British
tourists among the 38 victims killed by
an Islamic extremist at a Tunisian beach
resort last month.

The decision is a new wound for
Tunisia’s struggling tourism industry
and for Tunisia’s reputation as it tries to
solidify its new democracy in a volatile
region. An attack on the National Bardo
Museum in Tunis in March left 22 dead,
mostly foreign tourists. Tunisian Prime
Minister Habib Essid said yesterday that
his government would help evacuate
Britions.

“We did everything in our power to
protect (British) citizens and their inter-
ests, as well as those of all other coun-
tries,” Essid told lawmakers during a
security debate. Hundreds of thousands

of Britons visit Tunisia each year. Many
left after the Sousse attack, but some
3,000 are still in Tunisia. Travel company
Thomas Cook, which has about 2,000
British customers in Tunisia, said it
would add an extra flight yesterday to
bring Britons home.

The ramifications 
Hotels in the resort of Hammamet

were largely empty of foreign tourists
yesterday. At one, the swimming pool
glistened in the Mediterranean sun,
unperturbed by swimmers. British
Embassy officials were helping yester-
day with departures of British tourists at
the Enfidha airport, but would not talk
about the ramifications of the British
government move.

The head of the Islamist party
Ennahda’s group in parliament,
Noureddine Bhiri, called the British deci-
sion “manifestly damaging to Tunisia
and its democratic process.” A French
diplomat said French, British and
German governments will work with
Tunisia, notably in improving airport
security and protecting tourist sites and
foreign companies. The diplomat, who

spoke anonymously because he was not
authorized to speak publicly on the
issue, said Western experts would meet
next week in Tunis to discuss security
measures.

The Tunisian Parliament is debating
counter-terrorism legislation that rights
groups say would threaten hard-won
freedoms. The government says limits
on some freedoms are necessary to
ensure security. The prime minister said
his government has carried out 7,000
security operations since the museum
killing, arresting 1,000 people and stop-
ping 15,000 young people from travel-
ing to fight jihad abroad.

Essid said the government is working
to remedy “shortcomings” in security
efforts. “Our country is going through a
delicate situation, and is in danger,” he
said. France’s Foreign Ministry yesterday
urged its citizens in Tunisia to be “partic-
ularly vigilant” but stopped short of urg-
ing departures. Germany, two of whose
citizens died in the Sousse shooting,
made no immediate change to its travel
advice. Ireland urged its citizens to leave
if their presence in Tunisia was not
essential. —AP 

Tunisia defends efforts to 
protect foreign tourists

New democracy in volatile region

Turkey detains dozen
alleged IS members  

ISTANBUL: Turkey yesterday detained 21 suspected
members of the Islamic State group, including three for-
eigners, in a major operation in several cities including
Istanbul, state media said. Police detained the suspects
in pre-dawn raids in several addresses in Istanbul, as well
as Sanliurfa province near the Syrian border, southern
Mersin province and Kocaeli province east of Istanbul. 

The detainees are suspected of helping the jihadist
group recruit people from Europe as well as helping
them travel to Syria, the official Anatolia news agency
said.  The foreigners, whose nationalities were not
immediately clear, were planning to cross into Syria to
fight for IS, which follows a fundamentalist version of
Islam.  The operation appeared to be the largest one yet
targeting IS suspects in Turkey, with arrests in the
megacity Istanbul for the first time. 

Arrest warrants were issued for at least 30 suspects,
Anatolia said, adding that police also seized two hunting
rifles, scores of bullets, documents belonging to IS as
well electronic equipment and military uniforms.  Video
footage showed bearded suspects with their right index
finger pointing upward-a gesture used by IS members
referring to the unity of God — as they were being led
away by plain clothes police officers.  Asked by a
reporter why they thought they were being detained,
one suspect said: “Because you are kuffars (the infidel)
targeting Muslims.”  Another young man ironically said:
“Because we’re terrorists!” 

‘Win anti-terror fight’ 
Western states have repeatedly accused Turkey of

not doing enough to halt the flow of jihadists across its
911-kilometer border with Syria. Turkey fiercely rejects
the accusations, saying it is making every effort to
secure a long border and in turn has accused the West of
not playing its part to shoulder the burden of hosting
1.8 million refugees from Syria. In an apparent bid to
deflect the criticism, Turkish authorities have arrested a
number of suspected militants in recent months.
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan said on Thursday
Turkey has so far arrested and deported around 1,300
people linked to the IS or other jihadist organisations
operating in Syria. 

“But other countries should do their part to prevent
the terrorists from travelling (to Syria) in the first place
so that the fight against terrorism will be won,” he said.
Last week, Turkish counter-terrorism police arrested sev-
en men in the western port city of Izmir suspected of
fighting alongside the IS in Syria. 

Yesterday’s arrests came after a two-day visit this
week by a senior US delegation during which Turkey
pledged more cooperation in the fight against the IS
jihadists in Syria.  Turkey has reinforced its military pres-
ence on the volatile border over the past week, deploy-
ing tanks and anti-aircraft missiles there as well as addi-
tional troops.

The Turkish build-up has led to speculation that the
government is planning to intervene in Syria to push the
jihadists back from the border and halt the advance of
Kurdish forces who have made gains against the extrem-
ists in the area. Prime Minister Ahmet Davutoglu on
Friday ruled out any prospect of an immediate interven-
tion in Syria, but said Turkey would respond if its securi-
ty was threatened. —AFP

SOUSSE: In this Friday, June 26, 2015 file photo, bodies are covered on a Tunisian beach. — AP 

ISTANBUL: Turkish authorities have
detained a 28-year-old woman for mur-
dering her husband out of “honor” after
he repeatedly beat her and tried to
force her into prostitution, reports said
yesterday.  Cilem Karabulut admitted in
testimony to police killing her husband
Hasan Karabulut, 33, in the southern
Adana region with a pistol stored at
home.  “Why do women always have to
be killed? Men can also be killed. I killed
for honor,” the Hurriyet daily quoted her

as saying in her testimony to the police.
The cause has sparked huge media

attention in Turkey,  in particular
because of the defiant demeanor of
Cilem Karabulut as she was taken to
court on Thursday handcuffed by two
female police off icers.   Giving the
thumbs up sign, she wore a T-shirt
emblazoned with a slogan in English:
“Dear Past, thanks for all the lessons.
Dear Future, I am ready.” Reports said
that the murder took place on

Wednesday afternoon and Cilem
Karabulut called the police to give her-
self up. She said that her husband had
repeatedly beaten her in the past and
then ordered her to become a prosti-
tute. 

The pair had a one-and-a-half year
old daughter but were already
estranged at the time of the killing. “I
killed my husband because he constant-
ly beat me and feared he would lead me
to prostitution, drug crime and that he

could kill me,” Hurriyet quoted her as
saying. Turkish authorities acknowledge
there is a grave problem of violence
against women in the country, in partic-
ular with women killed by their hus-
bands and close relatives.  Violence by
women against their husbands is by
contrast far rarer. According to the non-
governmental Platform to Stop Violence
Against Women, 286 women were mur-
dered in Turkey in 2014 and 160 so far
in 2015. — AFP 

Woman arrested over spouse ‘honor’ killing
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SARAJEVO: Foreign dignitaries were
starting to arrive in Bosnia yesterday to
mark the 20th anniversary of Europe’s
worst massacre since World War II and
attend the funeral of 136 newly found
victims. Turkish Prime Minister Ahmet
Davutoglu and Jordan’s Queen Noor
were among early arrivals, and former
US President Bill Clinton was expected
later in the day. Foreign Affairs chief
Federica Mogherini is planned to repre-
sent the European Union at Saturday’s
commemorations.

Some 50,000 people are expected to
attend ceremonies mourning the 8,000
Muslim men and boys killed in the east-
ern Bosnian town of Srebrenica, which
had been declared a safe haven for civil-
ians by the United Nations. The event
includes a funeral for 136 recently found
victims identified through DNA analysis

On July 11, 1995, Serb troops overran
the Muslim enclave. Some 15,000 men
tried to flee through the woods toward
government-held territory while others
joined the town’s women and children

in seeking refuge at the base of the
Dutch UN troops who were deployed to
protect the town. But the United
Nations did nothing to stop the fall of
Srebrenica and the outnumbered and
outgunned Dutch troops could only
watch as Serb soldiers separated about
2,000 men from women for killing and
later hunted down and killed another
6,000 men in the woods.

The remains of Srebrenica victims are
still being found in mass graves. So far,
remains of some 7,000 victims have
been excavated from 93 graves or col-
lected from 314 surface locations and
identified through DNA technology.
Remains of more than 6,000 were
buried again at the Potocari Memorial
Center where Saturday’s events will
unfold, just across the road from the for-
mer UN base.

‘Horrible crime’
Bosnian Serbs deny the killings were

“genocide” and their leader, Milorad
Dodik, called last weekend the number

of victims a “lie.” But Serbian Prime
Minister Aleksandar Vucic will be repre-
senting Serbia at the commemoration.
He said he wanted to bow his head
before the victims of the “horrible
crime”. This week, a proposed UN
Security Council over a resolution that
called the crime “an act of genocide” - as
two international courts already have
labeled it -  was vetoed by Russia.
Leaders of the Bosnian Serbs and Serbia,
who have close religious and cultural
ties to Russia, have lobbied President
Vladimir Putin to vote “no.” US
Ambassador to the UN, Samantha
Power said the veto was “a further stain
on this council’s record.”

In Serbia, police have banned gather-
ings honoring the victims of the mas-
sacre as well as those by ultranational-
ists. Liberal Serbian groups had planned
to have some 7,000 people lie down in
front of the country’s parliament on
Saturday. Several Serb ultranationalist
groups, who deny that it the killings
were genocide and claim that that fewer
than 8,000 people died, had pledged to
disrupt the event.

The 1992-95 war in Bosnia, pitting
Christian Orthodox Serbs against
Bosnian Muslims and Croatian
Catholics, left more than 100,000 peo-
ple dead and millions homeless. The
Serbs, who wanted to remain in the
Serb-led Yugoslavia, fought against the
secession of Bosnia and Croatia from
the former federation. Bosnia’s war
ended with a US-brokered peace agree-
ment that divided the once ethnically
mixed country in two ministates - one
run by the Serbs, the other shared by
the Bosniaks and Croats.  They are
linked by a common government, par-
liament and three-member presidency
where each group holds a veto. — AP 

Europe’s worst massacre since World War II

Pope appeals to
Bolivians to forgive

colonial crimes
SANTA CRUZ DE LA SIERRA: Pope Francis, in a historic gesture of
reconciliation, sought forgiveness Thursday from Bolivia’s predom-
inantly indigenous inhabitants for crimes committed centuries ear-
lier in the name of the Catholic Church.  The Argentine-born pope,
who has never been afraid to weigh into delicate issues both reli-
gious and political, made the comments on the second stop of a
three-nation Latin America homecoming tour.

“I want to tell you, and I want to be very clear: I humbly ask your
forgiveness, not only for the offenses committed by our own
church, but for the crimes committed by original inhabitants dur-
ing the so-called conquest of America,” Francis told a gathering of
social activists, to sustained and enthusiastic applause. “There have
been many, very serious crimes committed again the native peo-
ples of America in the name of God,” the pontiff said, in what was,
to date, one of the most powerful and moving moments of his
weeklong South America visit. His apology for colonial era crimes
against the indigenous people of America was offered at a so-
called World Meeting of the Popular Movements in the city of
Santa Cruz. All three of the countries Francis is visiting during this
tour-Ecuador, Bolivia and Paraguay-are predominantly Catholic
and have been marked by a long history of poverty and inequality
mostly afflicting indigenous populations.

Beginning in the 1500s, Spanish conquerors, with the blessing
of the Church, subjugated and enslaved indigenous peoples in the
Americas, annihilating native cultures and forcing their conversion
to Christianity. Millions of people were killed by disease and mil-
lions more from a brutal system of forced labor that led to the
destruction of their indigenous lands and their way of life.

One million faithful 
Earlier on Thursday, Francis called on a million faithful to reject

today’s consumer society, at an open-air mass in the vast Christ the
Redeemer Plaza in Santa Cruz, where many people had camped
out overnight to see him. He also urged Bolivians against discard-
ing the weakest and most vulnerable members of society, includ-
ing the poor, voiceless and the disenfranchised.

He denounced what he called a “mentality in which everything
has a price, everything can be bought, everything is negotiable.
This way of thinking has room only for a select few,” the 78-year-
old told the crowd, estimated by authorities in Bolivia-South
America’s poorest nation-at one million strong. The two-hour serv-
ice featured religious hymns and chants. Hundreds of musicians
also played Baroque works, introduced by Spanish Jesuit mission-
aries in the 18th century and still very popular in this country.
Thousands in the crowd were from Bolivia’s indigenous majority
and President Evo Morales, the country’s first indigenous leader,
was in the front row. Around the plaza, dominated by the giant
bronze Christ the Redeemer statue, big-screen TVs were erected
for people to watch the religious service.

‘As close as possible’ 
Since his election in 2013, Francis-who hails from Argentina and

is also the first Jesuit pope-has cut a down-to-earth figure, which is
going down well in Santa Cruz.  “We want to be as close as possible
to receive the blessings that he is going to bestow,” said one of the
campers who waited overnight to see the pope, Nancy Camacho,
her head wrapped in a thick scarf. Francis arrived in Bolivia on
Wednesday evening in the high-altitude Andean city of La Paz-
more than 4,000 meters above sea level. Concerned authorities
had extra oxygen tanks on hand for the pope, who lost a lung dur-
ing his youth, but he was not seen using it.—AFP 

SREBRENICA A woman prays next to a grave of her relative at the Potocari memorial complex. —AFP  photos

Bosnians prepare to mark 20 
years of Srebrenica massacre

A Bosnian man mourns by a coffin of a relative in Srebrenica. 

SANTA CRUZ: Pope Francis and Bolivia’s President Evo
Morales pose for pictures at Christ the Redeemer
square — AFP  
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UFA: In this handout photograph released by The Indian Press Information Bureau (PIB) yesterday, India’s Prime
Minister Narendra Modi shakes hands with Pakistan Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif ahead of a meeting in Ufa on the side-
lines of the BRICS emerging economies summit. —  AFP  

UFA, Russia: India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi accept-
ed an invitation yesterday from his counterpart Nawaz
Sharif to pay his first visit to Pakistan, signaling a new thaw
in ties between the nuclear-armed rivals. After months of
stalemate and recriminations, Modi and Sharif spoke for
around an hour while visiting Russia, the talks ending with
an agreement by the Indian premier to attend a regional
summit in Islamabad next year.

While analysts warned major obstacles still lay in the
way of significant progress, a joint statement said both
leaders recognized their “collective responsibility to ensure
peace and promote development”. The statement includ-
ed joint, albeit vague, commitments on some of the most
contentious issues between them, including speeding up
efforts to bring those behind the 2008 Mumbai attacks to
justice.

Flare-ups
While Sharif did attend Modi’s inauguration in May last

year, relations soon cooled amid flare-ups in violence along
the border in Kashmir, the Himalayan region which is
claimed by both countries. Indian officials had previously
refused to confirm Modi’s participation at the next summit
of the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation
(SAARC), which is being held in Pakistan’s capital. But the
statement said Sharif had used their talks in Russia as an
opportunity to reiterate an earlier request for Modi to
attend the summit, adding that “Prime Minister Modi
accepted that invitation”.

It will be the first time that Modi-who has a reputation
as a hardline nationalist-has travelled to Pakistan since
coming to power. The two countries have fought three
wars since the partition of the subcontinent in the wake of
independence from Britain in 1947, two of them over
Kashmir. Since 1989 several rebel groups have waged cam-
paigns against the hundreds of thousands of Indian forces
deployed in Kashmir, hoping to achieve independence or
the territory’s merger with Pakistan. While the situation has
been calmer since a 2003 truce, India accused Pakistan of
killing one of its border guards on Thursday night in firing

across the de-facto Kashmir border.
In the statement, it was agreed that officials responsible

for security on both sides of the border would meet soon,
as would their respective national security advisors to “dis-
cuss all issues connected to terrorism”. India has long
argued Pakistan shelters or sponsors militant groups such
as Lashkar-e-Taiba, which is accused of being behind an
attack on the financial capital Mumbai that left 166 people
dead in November 2008.

‘The ice has been broken’ 
Modi’s government was furious in April when Pakistani

authorities freed the alleged mastermind of the attacks,
Zaki-ur-Rehman Lakhvi, on bail. India has seethed at
Pakistan’s failure either to hand over or prosecute those
accused of planning and organizing the attacks. Pakistan
says India has failed to give it crucial evidence, such as
recordings between the attackers and their handlers.

While it did not go into details, the statement said that
“both sides agreed to discuss ways and means to expedite
the Mumbai case trial, including additional information like
providing voice samples”. A senior Pakistani security offi-
cial acknowledged Delhi had “concerns” over Lakhvi but
added that Islamabad was unhappy at what it regards as
interference by India in restive Baluchistan province.

“The two sides will have to sincerely address each oth-
er’s concerns,” the official, speaking on condition of
anonymity, told AFP. “There are serious misunderstandings
and sincere efforts will be required to melt the ice and the
visit alone will not be enough.” KG Suresh, a senior fellow
at the Vivekananda International Foundation think-tank in
New Delhi, also sounded a note of caution.

“The ice has been broken. It’s a welcome step. India has
always shown, particularly this government, from the day
that it was sworn-in that it wants good neighborly rela-
tions,” he said. “But let us be realistic, let us not expect mir-
acles. Any progress in India-Pakistan relations would be
slow and steady.” Modi and Sharif met while attending a
meeting of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization, held
in the Russian city of Ufa. — AFP 

PM Modi accepts invite 

for first Pakistan visit

Thaw in ties between nuclear-armed rivals

DHAKA: A stampede during a Ramadan charity handout
killed at least 24 people in Bangladesh yesterday as hun-
dreds of desperately poor people tried to get their hands on
free clothing, police said. The stampede in the northern city
of Mymensingh erupted when crowds of people tried to
force their way into a factory compound through a small
gate after massing outside before dawn, according to local
police chiefs.

Television footage from the site showed scenes of utter
devastation, with hundreds of torn and blood-spattered
sandals abandoned at the gate of the chewing tobacco fac-
tory, which is located around 120 kilometers north of the
Bangladeshi capital Dhaka. “We have so far recovered 24
bodies. Most of the dead are poor and emaciated women
and two children,” Mymensingh police chief Moinul Haque
told AFP, putting the number of injured at more than 50.

Ferried by rickshaws 
Kamrul Islam, the senior officer at a police station near

the factory, said the death toll was likely to rise further while
local media said scores of people had also been injured.
“We have handed over 24 bodies to the relatives,” Islam
said. Many of the victims were ferried by cycle rickshaws to
a nearby hospital with television footage showing relatives
rushing through the entrance and corridors, cradling the
lifeless bodies of their loved ones in their arms.

“My wife had gone there to collect some clothes for her-
self and for our children,” Mohammad Robiul, a rickshaw-
puller, told the Somoy Television news channel. “I don’t
know what will happen to my kids,” Robiul, who lost his
wife in the tragedy, added before bursting into tears. A wit-
ness told the bdnews24 website that the stampede began
when a number of people fell to the ground as a melee
erupted.

“As the gate was opening, everybody ran towards it,
pushing and shoving each other and then they started
falling,” said rickshaw-puller Dulal Mia. “Once one person
fell to the ground, another 15 to 20 people fell, too. The
people got killed when they closed the gate.” Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina expressed deep shock over the
tragedy, according to the state-run BSS news agency. In a
condolence message, the Prime Minister offered prayers
and “conveyed profound sympathy to the bereaved fami-
lies”, the agency said. Meanwhile, the religious affairs min-
istry said it would pay each family 10,000 taka (around
$125) to cover the cost of the funerals of their relatives.

Factory owner arrested 
Police and local officials said that the owner of the facto-

ry and six other people have been arrested for failing to
ensure public safety.  “Legal action will be taken against
them,” District Governor Mustakim Billah told reporters. A
special police committee has been set up to investigate the
tragedy and is due to report its findings within the next
three days.

Police said up to 1,500 people had massed outside the
factory at around 4:45 am (2245 GMT on Thursday) after the
owners had announced they would distribute free clothes
to poor people in accordance with Islamic ritual. Rich
Bangladeshis often distribute free clothes to poor people
during the Muslim holy month of Ramadan, which began
on June 19. But the handouts have sparked several deadly
stampedes over the years. — AFP

24 dead in Ramadan

handout stampede 

MYMENSINGH Bangladeshi relatives react as they sit
near the bodies of some of those killed in a stampede
at a charity distribution event. — AFP 
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WASHINGTON: The White House is currently receiving a special
guest as Vietnam’s Communist party chief Nguyen Phu Trong
embarks on a historic trip to the US to celebrate the 20th anniver-
sary of diplomatic normalization between the two former foes.
Trong, who is the first ever Vietnamese Communist Party General
Secretary to visit the US.

20 years has passed since the notarization of the diplomatic
relations, the two sides have witnessed dramatic and positive
development in Vietnam - US relations, especially in political and
economic cooperation. During a visit to Vietnam in late 2013,
Secretary of State John Kerry stated that no other two countries
“have worked harder, done more and done better to try to bring
themselves together and change history and change the future”
like Vietnam and the US. 

Over the last 20 years, the bilateral relationship has made signifi-
cant milestones ie, the signing of Bilateral Trade Agreement in 2000.
Since then, the economic and trade cooperation has been dramati-
cally boosted, the US has become Vietnam’ leading economic part-
ner and is currently the biggest export market. Despite several hard-
ships of the world economy’s crisis, two-way trade turnover
between the two countries has increased by over 20% annually dur-
ing the past 3 years. However, leaders of two sides expect more than
this, since the cooperative potentials hasn’t been fully met.

The establishment of the Comprehensive Partnership in 2013
paved the way for both countries to reach higher level in bilateral

cooperation in various fields. The current visit makes significant
chances for both sides to enhance Vietnam-US Comprehensive
Partnership in an active, mutual understanding and sustainable
manner. Also, it is expected that the US should recognize status of
market economy for Vietnam when the two sides concludes the
Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP). 

Significant progress 
Cooperation in science, technology, education and training has

taken positive and substantive steps. Among those, the signing of a
Civilian Nuclear Cooperation Agreement (123 Agreement) is a
breakthrough, which paves the way for bilateral cooperation in civil
nuclear sector. Cooperation in many other fields, such as health-
care, humanitarianism and the environment has been expanded. 

Signed in 2011, defense and security agreement have made sig-
nificant progress on the basis of the Memorandum of
Understanding on defense cooperation (MOU) on defense cooper-
ation. The two sides have established a dialogue which is increas-
ingly open and friendly, following by the partially-lifted-lethal-
arms-embargo of the US on Vietnam. However, maintaining this
ban has not fully reflected good political relation between the two
countries currently. US Secretary of Defense Ashton Carter and
Vietnam Defense Minister Phung Quang Thanh have recently
signed a Joint Vision Statement on Defense Relations, which ori-
ents their defense cooperation in the coming time. 

Another milestone in Vietnam-US relation

Chinese journalist 

freed after nine 

months detention

BEIJING: A Chinese journalist detained for nine
months after helping a German magazine report on
d e m o c r a c y  p r o t e s t s  i n  H o n g  K o n g  h a s  b e e n
released, she told AFP yesterday, though associates
s a i d  h e r  l a w y e r  w a s  b e i n g  h e l d .  Z h a n g  M i a o ,
detained in October amid a crackdown on main-
land supporters of protests which shut down parts
of Hong Kong, was held in Beijing days after return-
ing from a reporting tr ip to the former Brit ish
colony.

Her detention highlighted risks facing Chinese
nationals who work for foreign media in China and
are often subject to harassment from state security.
Zhang, who had worked for the Hamburg-based
weekly Die Zeit, told AFP by telephone she was
“safe” and on a public bus on her way home follow-
ing her release.  But Zhang’s brother and a family
f r i e n d  s a i d  s t a t e  s e c u r i t y  y e s t e r d a y  m o r n i n g
detained her lawyer Zhou Shifeng.

“Three people took lawyer Zhou away, they cov-
ered his head,” said the friend, who witnessed the
detention at a hotel in the capital. Angela Koeckritz,
the former Beij ing correspondent for Die Zeit ,
wrote in January that she had left China because of
official pressure and repeated interrogations fol-
lowing Zhang’s detention.

She said police held Zhang shortly after she
attended a small-scale poetry reading in Beijing held
in sol idar i ty  with Hong Kong pro-democracy
activists. Rights groups said at the time that dozens
of people in the mainland were detained for express-
ing support for the demonstrations. China tightly
controls its domestic media, and bars locals from
working as journalists for foreign outlets, though
they are permitted to assist with reporting. —AFP

WASHINGTON: President Barack Obama meets with Vietnamese Communist party secretary general Nguyen
Phu Trong in the Oval Office of the White House. —AP

MANDAUE CITY: This handout photo taken on June
23, 2015 by student Joyce Torrefranca and released
to AFP on July 10 shows homeless nine-year-old boy
Daniel Cabrera doing his homework on a wooden
stool placed close to a fast food restaurant to catch
the light from the store. —AFP

MANILA: A homeless Filipino boy has been
overwhelmed with aid after a heart-wrenching
photo of him studying on the pavement and
using faint light from a McDonald’s outlet
went viral on the Internet. Nine-year-old
Daniel Cabrera will fulfill his dream of becom-
ing a policeman after donations of cash,
school supplies and a college scholarship
poured in, his mother, Christina Espinosa, told
AFP yesterday.

“We’re overjoyed. I don’t know what I will
do with all of these blessings,” the stunned 42-
year-old grocery store employee and domestic
helper told AFP. “Now, Daniel will not have to
suffer just to finish his studies.” The photo,
posted on Facebook last month by a college
student, showed Cabrera doing his homework
on a wooden stool placed close to a
McDonald’s window to catch the light from
the store.

The 20-year-old medical technology stu-
dent, Joyce Torrefranca, captioned her
Facebook post: “I got inspired by a kid.” It was

then shared close to 7,000 times on the social
networking site and reported by local televi-
sion. Espinosa and her three youngest chil-
dren, including Cabrera, have been living in
her employer’s mini-grocery store since their
shanty home was gutted by fire five years ago.

Espinosa said she earned just 80 pesos
($1.77) a day working at the store and as a
domestic helper for the store’s owners in their
nearby home. She augments the income by
selling cigarettes and candy on the streets on
Mandaue, an urban centre on Cebu Island in
the central Philippines. Their grocery store
home is close to the McDonald’s outlet that
had served as Cabrera’s study nook, she said.

‘I want to reach my dreams’ 
Cabrera’s father died in 2013 due to severe

diarrhoea, said Espinosa, who has three older
children, all married and living separate from
her. She described the boy as a tenacious child
with a single-mined focus on getting an edu-
cation.

“He is a very studious and determined
boy... he would insist on going to school even
without his lunch money because I have no
money to give,” Espinosa said.

“He always tells me: ‘Mama, I don’t want to
stay poor. I want to reach my dreams’.”

Espinosa said, aside from the cash, school
supplies and scholarship offer that would
guarantee his education through college, peo-
ple had given school uniforms and a reading
lamp. The local church and government social
welfare office had also received aid on his
behalf.

“Our problem is how to manage all this
financial assistance,” the city’s social welfare
office chief, Violeta Cavada, told AFP. “He has
become a symbol of poor slum boys in the city
who can’t study because they don’t have elec-
tricity.” Despite strong economic growth in
recent years, roughly one quarter of the
Philippines’ 100 million people still live on less
than one dollar a day, and giant slums domi-
nate all major cities. —AFP

Filipino boy studying 

on street goes viral
Homeless boy overwhelmed with aid
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WASHINGTON: The man often called America’s top
military officer, the most powerful person in uni-
form, actually commands nothing. No tanks, no
planes, no ships, no troops. His voice carries great
weight, but he gives no combat orders. He is chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff - adviser to presi-
dents, advocate for troops, strategic thinker, and
occasionally a political punching bag. He stands
atop the military heap, and the role has grown in
influence and public prominence, yet it remains
arguably one of the least understood. In the view of
some who have held the job, this disconnect has
made the chairman more vulnerable to political
swipes from all sides.

With the Joint Chiefs of Staff officially estab-
lished after World War II, 18 men have held the job
since 1949. Nine were Army generals, four were
Navy admirals, four were from the Air Force and
one was a Marine. (No woman is likely to fill the job
anytime soon in a male-dominated military.)
Pending an expected Senate vote to confirm him
this month, Gen Joseph Dunford will be the next
chairman. The commandant of the Marine Corps
sailed through his confirmation hearing Thursday
and is expected to take over Oct 1 for Gen Martin E
Dempsey, who will retire after a 41-year Army
career.

The chairman is the public face of the military,
but he is not in the formal chain of command link-
ing the president to his commanders in the field.
Dempsey, who is completing four years in the job,
has said it reminds him of entering the Army as a
lowly second lieutenant. “I felt like I had enormous
responsibility but I didn’t have very much authority;
that’s kind of what it’s like being chairman,” he said
in January 2014. 

Uncomfortable space 
Today, as he looks back, Dempsey says he grew

into the role, not fully realizing at the outset just
how brightly the public spotlight would shine. “In
those early days that was very uncomfortable space
for me. I navigated it because it is part of the job,”
he said. By law, the chairman presides over the Joint

Chiefs of Staff - the top officers of the Army, Navy,
Air Force and Marine Corps, and since 2012, the
National Guard. Collectively they form a sounding
board for commanders of key combat organiza-
tions such as US Central Command, and for the
president and the secretary of defense. The position
of Joint Chiefs vice chairman was added in 1986.

The chairman advises the president and the
defense secretary on military threats, risks and
options, but he bears no obligation to toe the politi-
cal line of the White House. Yet this proximity to

power is what sometimes makes the chairman a
ready target of partisan political attacks.

Sen John McCain, R-Ariz, for example, has
accused Dempsey of being the Obama administra-
tion’s lapdog. Dempsey brushes off such criticism,
calling it wrong-headed but not surprising. “It has
happened to every chairman since I’ve become
aware that there was a thing called the chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff,” he said in the interview. He
attributes the jabs partly to a misunderstanding of

the role of the chairman.
Dempsey says the chairman is supposed to be

an adviser, not an advocate for any particular strate-
gy or policy that the president may be considering.
He sees his role as explaining to his civilian bosses -
and to members of Congress - which military
options are feasible and assessing their risks and
costs. But it’s up to civilian leaders to set policy
goals and to decide whether to undertake any mili-
tary option in pursuit of those goals.

“There’s actually an acronym: pol-mil. I’m the

dash,” he says. “I’m the guy that lives in between
the policy objectives as articulated by our elected
leaders and the military activities to achieve it.” At
times his advice is rejected, and Dempsey sees that
as reflecting a basic feature of American democra-
cy: civilian control of the military. In 2013, for exam-
ple, he acknowledged under questioning by
McCain that he had supported a proposal by then-
CIA Director David Petraeus to arm rebels against
the Syrian government. President Barack Obama

rejected it, although last year he initiated a $500
million plan to train and equip Syrian rebels to fight
Islamic State militants.

Divisive ordeal
Peter Pace, the retired general who was the first

Marine to hold the job, said he never shaped his
advice to President George W Bush based on poli-
tics. But politics shaped his term as chairman.  Pace
is seen by some as a political casualty of the war
Bush started in Iraq in 2003 while Pace was the vice
chairman. Bush’s defense secretary, Robert Gates,
announced in June 2007 that he advised Bush not
to re-nominate Pace to a second two-year term as
chairman because it would create a “divisive
ordeal” in the Senate over the decision to invade
Iraq and the mistakes that followed.

“Not being re-nominated was very much a polit-
ical reality,” Pace said in an interview. In blunter lan-
guage, another of Dempsey’s predecessors, retired
Army Gen. Henry “Hugh” Shelton, says he dodged
politics like it was enemy fire. “I did my best to iso-
late myself from the political arena and walk
squarely down the middle - not an easy task in a
city where one’s party affiliation seemed more sig-
nificant than his blood type,” Shelton, who served
as chairman from 1997 to 2001 under two adminis-
trations, wrote in his 2010 memoir.

More so than his successors, Shelton deliberate-
ly limited his public exposure, believing the nation-
al security spotlight should fall mainly on the presi-
dent and defense secretary. In an interview, Shelton
cited one major exception - the immediate after-
math of the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, which
left a portion of the Pentagon in smoking ruin and
raised public fear about the country’s vulnerability.
He participated in a Pentagon news conference less
than 12 hours after the attack, along with Defense
Secretary Donald H Rumsfeld and key congression-
al leaders.  “The American people at that point
needed to see one of their uniformed (leaders),”
Shelton said. “They wanted to be reassured that the
military felt like they were in good shape and ready
to respond.” —AP

Atop military heap, spotlight bright but powers dim
Most powerful man in uniform commands nothing

WASHINGTON: Joint Chiefs Chairman Gen Martin Dempsey speaks during an inter-
view with The Associated Press at the Pentagon. —AP
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C O L U M B I A :  South Carol ina  has
removed the rebel Confederate flag
from the Statehouse where it  had
flown for more than a half-century, a
stunning turn  af ter  a  f ina l  push
sparked by the shooting deaths of
nine black churchgoers.  The rebel
banner was taken down yesterday
morning by a Highway Patrol honor
guard in a  ceremony attended by
thousands  who cheered at  the
removal, many yelling “USA, USA” and
“Hey, hey, hey, goodbye!”

A special armored van was taking
the flag to a state museum, where it
eventually will be housed in a multi-
million-dollar shrine lawmakers prom-
ised to build as part of a compromise
to get  the bi l l  ordering the f lag’s
removal  through the state
Legislature. The flag came down 23
days after the massacre of state Sen
Clementa Pinckney and eight others
inside Charleston’s Emanuel African
Methodist Episcopal Church. Haley
signed the bill with 13 pens. Nine of
them went to the families of the vic-
tims.

Authorities say they believe the
killings were racially motivated. By
posing with the Confederate f lag
before the shootings, suspect Dylann
Storm Roof, who has not yet entered a
plea to nine counts of murder, con-
vinced some that the flag’s reputation
for white supremacy and racial oppres-
sion had trumped its symbolism of
Southern heritage and ancestral pride.

‘Wrapped in hate’ 
“People say he was wrapped in

hate, that he was a hateful person,”
said Democratic Rep.  Justin Bamberg.
“Well, his hate was wrapped in the
cloak of that Confederate flag. That is
why that flag is coming down.” South
Carolina’s leaders first flew the rebel
battle flag over the Statehouse dome
in 1961 to mark the 100th anniversary
of the Civil War, when the pro-slavery
South seceded and fought the north-
ern Union. It remained there to repre-
sent official opposition to the civil
rights movement.

Decades later, mass protests against
the flag by those who said it was a
symbol of racism and white supremacy
led to a compromise in 2000 with law-
makers who insisted that it symbolized
Southern heritage and states’ rights.
The two sides came to an agreement
to move the flag from the dome to a
30-foot pole next to a Confederate
monument in front of the Statehouse.

Thousands of people showed up for
that transfer. Flag supporters shouted,
“Off the dome and in your face!” at
protesters who wanted the flag gone,
a line of police in special gear separat-
ing the two sides. A pair of Citadel
cadets, one white and one black, low-
ered the f lag from the dome as a
dozen Confederate re-enactors
marched to the brand new flagpole
and raised the rebel  banner.
Supporters of the flag were disap-
pointed, but resigned.

Several amendments 
“It’s just like the conclusion of the

war itself,” said Rep. Mike Pitts, who
submitted several amendments to fly
a different flag on the pole that all
failed. “The issue was settled, and the
nation came back together to move
on.” States across the US are moving
on without their Confederate sym-
bols. The rebel flag is gone from the
Alabama Capitol, and the US House
of Representatives voted that it can
no longer fly at historic federal ceme-
teries in the Deep South. A city coun-
cil committee in Memphis wants to
move a statue and the remains of
C i v i l  W a r  h e r o  a n d  s l a v e  t r a d e r
N a t h a n  B e d f o r d  F o r r e s t  o u t  o f  a
p r o m i n e n t  p a r k ,  a n d  o f f i c i a l s  i n
Alaska want a new moniker for a US
C e n s u s  d i s t r i c t  n a m e d  f o r  a
Confederate general.

South Carolina Gov Nikki Haley,
who cal led for the f lag’s  removal ,
walked out on the Capitol steps yes-
terday to take a look at the scene and
to talk to officers ahead of the cere-
mony. She spent just over five min-
utes looking over the crowd, which
quickly turned and began snapping
pictures. Haley did not answer ques-
tions about the upcoming ceremony,
b u t  e a r l i e r  y e s t e r d a y  o n  N B C ’ s
“ T o d a y ”  s h o w ,  s h e  s a i d :  “ N o  o n e
should ever drive by the Statehouse
and feel pain. No one should ever
drive by the Statehouse and feel like
they don’t belong.” — AP 

Historic move sets major precedent 

Rights leader presses 
more Trump fallout

UNIVERSAL CITY, California: The head of a Latino civil rights
group called on more organizations to follow NBC’s example and
cut business ties with Donald Trump. Alex Nogales, president of
the National Hispanic Media Coalition, said Thursday that the PGA
of America’s decision this week to move a golf tournament from a
Trump-owned course was a step in the right direction.

The PGA and other major golf organizations should agree to
keep tournaments off Trump properties in response to his com-
ments about Mexican immigrants, Nogales said. Trump’s represen-
tative didn’t immediately respond to a request for comment. The
PGA said it relocated its Grand Slam of Golf in agreement with
Trump. Nogales’ comments followed a Q&A with NBC
Entertainment Chairman Bob Greenblatt, part of a conference on
Latinos in entertainment sponsored by the advocacy group. NBC
ended its partnership with Trump on the Miss Universe and Miss
USA pageants after the celebrity billionaire, in announcing his pres-
idential campaign, said some Mexican immigrants to the US bring
drugs and crime, and some are rapists.

Trump won’t profit 
Nogales thanked Greenblatt, then moved on to a discussion of

Hispanic-oriented shows planned by NBC. Among them: a drama
in development about the settlement of California. The Miss USA
pageant that was to air on NBC will be carried Sunday instead by
the Reelz cable and satellite channel, which has said Trump won’t
profit from the telecast.

More fallout from the GOP candidate’s June remarks include
the Macy’s department store chain decision’s to stop carrying an
exclusive line of Trump menswear; Univision dropping its Spanish-
language telecasts of the Miss USA and Miss Universe pageants,
and the end to a project that OraTV, a company backed by
Mexican billionaire Carlos Slim, said it was developing with Trump.
Trump has fought back with a $500 million lawsuit against
Univision that claims breach of contract and defamation and says
Univision turned on him because it supports Democrat Hillary
Rodham Clinton for president. Regarding Macy’s, Trump said he’d
decided to end his relationship with the chain because of pressure
put upon them by outside sources.

“Both Macy’s and NBC totally caved at the first sight of potential
difficulty with special interest groups who are nothing more than
professional agitators,” he said. Nogales said he talked with
Greenblatt a few days before the decision by NBC, a division of
Comcast’s NBCUniversal, was announced June 29. “The Latino
community has finally come to a maturation tipping point,”
Nogales said Thursday. “We’re not going to take it anymore, and
we don’t have to.” — AP 

SOUTH CAROLINA: An honor guard from the South Carolina Highway patrol removes the Confederate battle flag from the
Capitol grounds. —AP 

Confederate flag taken 
down from statehouse

Thousands expected at 
Mormon leader funeral

SALT LAKE CITY: Several thousand people are expected at a public
funeral in Salt Lake City for Mormon leader Boyd K. Packer, who was
next in line to become president and prophet of the religion. The
memorial service at the Tabernacle on Temple Square will be the sec-
ond funeral in less than five weeks for a high-ranking leader of The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

Packer’s death on July 3 at the age of 90 from natural causes left
the religion with two openings on a high-level governing body called
the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles. Modeled after Jesus Christ’s
apostles, the group serves under the church president and his two
counselors in overseeing operations of the church and its business
interests. Fellow quorum member L Tom Perry died on May 30 from
cancer at the age of 92. Packer had been a member of the church’s
Quorum of the Twelve Apostles since 1970. As the longest tenured
member of that governing body, he was next in line to become presi-
dent of the Salt Lake City-based religion, which counts 15 million
members worldwide. Quorum member Russell M Nelson, 90, now
becomes next in line to take Mormon President Thomas S Monson’s
place. Monson is 87 years old, and church officials have said he’s feel-
ing the effects of his age.

Packer was known for being a staunch advocate for a conservative
form of Mormonism. That made him a model for like-minded, devout
Latter-day Saints but also a target for gay rights groups and some
more liberal Mormons. Packer is remembered for giving a speech in
1993 in which he warned that the religion faced the greatest threat
from three groups: feminists, homosexuals and intellectuals. In 2010,
he denounced homosexual attraction as unnatural and immoral.

In 2013, a Utah gay rights organization started a petition to protest
the naming of a new Weber State University center after Packer. His
oldest son, Allan Packer, said this week that it pained his father during
his final years to observe declining morals around the world. — AP 
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1816 20Saudi Arabia issues 
sovereign bonds 

Ryanair backs IAG’s 
Aer Lingus takeover

Trading shutdown has 
little impact on stocks

Tsipras seeking backing 
after abrupt concessions

BEIJING: A Chinese investor is seen near a display of stock information at a brokerage house. — AP

SHANGHAI: Chinese stocks surged for a sec-
ond day yesterday as a government rescue
plan offered a respite from a month-long rout,
but analysts warned of further uncertainty and
volatility ahead. The rally also provided some
support to regional markets and commodities,
which had earlier this week been hammered
by fears about a spillover effect beyond the
mainland. The benchmark Shanghai
Composite Index shot up 4.54 percent, or
168.47 points, to 3,877.80 on turnover of 680.4
billion yuan ($111.3 billion), taking its two-day
rise over 10 percent.

In a rollercoaster week, the Shanghai mar-
ket gained 5.18 percent overall, after the gov-
ernment announced additional policies to
avoid a market crash. But it is still down 24.9
percent from its closing peak on June 12. The
Shenzhen Composite Index, which tracks
stocks on China’s second exchange, jumped
4.09 percent, or 79.91 points, on Friday to
2,035.26 on turnover of 247.3 billion yuan, still
losing 3.01 percent over the week.

The government boost came after the
Shanghai index plunged by almost a third in
less than four weeks, wiping trillions of dollars
from market capitalisation, spreading conta-
gion in regional markets, and raising fears over

the potential impact to the real economy. The
tide turned after the government launched a
police crackdown on short-selling and banned
big shareholders-those holding at least five
percent stakes - and company executives from
selling stock for the next six months.

After the market closed yesterday, the reg-
ulator said in a statement it had asked such
individuals to increase their stakes and listed
companies to buy back their own shares to
stabilise prices. “Market sentiment has defi-
nitely reversed significantly and started to sta-
bilise, so it’s safe to say that the state’s meas-
ures have won initial success,” Phillip
Securities analyst Chen Xingyu told AFP.
“However, there is still a chance for the market
to see a second withdrawal (of funds) after big
rises like this, but it won’t be as lasting and as
deep as earlier plunges,” he said.

The stock market slide of recent weeks was
a dramatic reversal of a 150 percent charge in
the 12 months to its peak last month, fuelled
by tens of millions of retail investors using bor-
rowed funds. Gu Luxian, who quit his banking
job in March and now trades full time,
remained cautious. “The sharp rises these two
days are just rebounds from previous big
declines. The market won’t go too far up,” he

told AFP.
Shanghai’s gains also helped boost other

Asian markets. Hong Kong closed up 2.08 per-
cent, adding to a near four percent advance in
the previous session, while Sydney rose 0.38
percent and Seoul put on 0.17 percent. Iron
ore prices climbed nearly 10 percent. On
Friday, more than 1,300 companies were halt-
ed from trading on China’s two exchanges,
nearly half of total listings, Bloomberg News
reported. Trading suspensions tend to slow
market activity and defer risk until later.

Brokerages led the gains. Shanghai-listed
China Merchant Securities surged 9.97 percent
to 26.70 yuan while Shenzhen-listed Shanxi
Securities jumped by its 10 percent daily limit
to 15.47 yuan. Railway construction compa-
nies also rose. In Shanghai, China Railway
Construction gained 9.61 percent to 19.17
yuan while China Railway Erju soared by its 10
percent daily limit to 13.79 yuan.

IMF Sees Little Impact 
The stock market boost has included allow-

ing insurance companies to invest more assets
in stocks and a program to buy the shares of
smaller companies. “The volatility of this mar-
ket has led many investors to question where

China’s equity market is headed,” Andy
Rothman, investment strategist for Matthews
Asia, said in a research report this week.
“However, given the market is driven primarily
by retail investors, it is impossible to predict
how their sentiment may evolve.” 

China’s economy, the world’s second
largest, is already faltering. Gross domestic
product expanded 7.4 percent in 2014, the
slowest pace since 1990, and weakened fur-
ther in the first three months of this year. But
the International Monetary Fund (IMF) said
Thursday that there was no reason to lose faith
in China’s economy because of the bursting
stock market bubble. “There is no particular
reason to have lost confidence,” IMF chief
economist Olivier Blanchard told a news con-
ference in Washington. The spillover of the
market rout into the economy was “likely to be
small”, he added.

Auto and property sales have been affect-
ed, media reports say, though analysts expect
the overall impact on consumption to be rela-
tively small. Industry group China Association
of Automobile Manufacturers said yesterday
that auto sales, which fell 2.31 percent year-
on-year in June, have been hurt by stock mar-
ket volatility. — AFP 

China stocks jump strongly
Rebound follows barrage of govt support measures
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RIYADH: Saudi Arabia has issued its first
sovereign bonds since 2007 to cover a
budget deficit created by low oil prices,
launching a series of debt sales that could
reshape its financial markets. The govern-
ment sold 15 billion riyals ($4 billion) of
bonds to local banks this year, yesterday’s
al-Iqtisadiya daily quoted central bank
chief Fahd Al-Mubarak as telling
reporters. The report did not reveal finan-
cial terms or say exactly when the sales
occurred, or whether the local currency
bonds were sharia-compliant, which
would allow them to be bought by
Islamic banks.

But they mark a big shift in Saudi poli-
cy. Until this year, the world’s top oil
exporter focused on paying down its
public debt, which totalled just 44 billion
riyals at the end of 2014, about 1.6 per-
cent of gross domestic product. While a
few state agencies or state-controlled
firms have issued bonds in the past few
years, the government’s last sovereign
development bond was issued in 2007.

But because of the plunge in oil prices
since June 2014, Riyadh faces a huge
budget gap this year, which Mubarak said
was expected to exceed the originally
projected 145 billion riyals. The
International Monetary Fund has estimat-
ed the deficit will be about 20 percent of
GDP, or approximately $150 billion. So far
Riyadh has mainly been running down its
financial reserves to cover the deficit;
Mubarak said the government had with-
drawn 244 billion riyals from reserves in
2015.

This has cut the foreign assets held by
the central bank, which is the kingdom’s
sovereign wealth fund. Its net foreign
assets - mostly US dollar bank deposits
and bonds - fell to $672 billion in May.
The start of Saudi bond sales means pres-
sure for the reserves to fall may now
decrease. “We will see increased borrow-
ing in the coming months,” Mubarak was
quoted as saying, adding that the deficit
would be financed by both reserve draw-
downs and bond issues.

Debt Market
Mubarak did not estimate the size of

future bond sales. But cash-rich Saudi

banks have plenty of room on their bal-
ance sheets to buy government debt,
suggesting that initially at least, the sales
will not tighten banking system liquidity
much. Commercial banks had 1.65 trillion
riyals of deposits at the end of May,
against 1.31 trillion riyals of lending to the
private sector.

Significant amounts of the new bonds
are unlikely to find their way into the
hands of foreign investors, since local
banks tend to hold bonds to maturity and
yields on Saudi bonds are too low to
interest many foreigners. But a major sov-
ereign issuance program could buoy the
financial sector in other ways, by giving
Saudi banks the highly rated assets they
need to meet global Basel III liquidity
requirements, and by stimulating the
domestic debt market.

Regulators want to encourage compa-
nies to issue bonds as alternatives to bank
loans, which now dominate corporate
fund-raising. This would spread corporate
risk beyond the banking system, making
the financial sector more healthy, and pro-
vide more channels for a growing invest-
ment industry. A regular supply of govern-
ment debt could pave the way for more
corporate debt issues by creating bench-
mark prices and developing a commonly
accepted yield curve. “Issuance at this
stage is intended to reach two goals:
Create alternative sources of revenue, but
also reinvigorate the debt market,” said
John Sfakianakis, Riyadh-based Middle
East director at fund manager Ashmore
Group. “For the development of debt cap-
ital markets, issuance should continue and
involve a variety of buyers.” — Reuters 

LONDON: Oil prices are set to come under fur-
ther pressure from easing global demand and
an expanding glut of crude while a rebalancing
of the markets may last well into next year, the
West’s Energy watchdog said yesterday. The
International Energy Agency (IEA) said it
expected global demand growth to slow next
year to 1.2 million barrels per day (bpd) from 1.4
million this year - far less than needed to bal-
ance stubbornly growing non-OPEC and OPEC
supply. “The bottom of the market may still be
ahead,” the IEA said in its monthly report. “The
rebalancing that began when oil markets set
off on an initial 60 percent price drop a year ago
has yet to run its course. Recent developments
suggest that the process will extend well into

2016. The oil market was massively oversup-
plied in the second quarter of 2015, and
remains so today. It is equally clear that the
market’s ability to absorb that oversupply is
unlikely to last. Onshore storage space is limit-
ed. So is the tanker fleet ... Something has to
give,” it said.

The global glut arose from a steep spike in
US oil supply on the back of the shale revolu-
tion and OPEC’s decision not to reduce output
but rather to fight for market share with rival
producers. But the fall in prices to $50-$60 per
barrel in recent months from as high as $115 a
year ago has yet to depress North American
supply. “The expected timing of the rebalanc-
ing has shifted a bit, but the story line has not

changed. The supply response to lower prices is
on the way,” the IEA said, adding it may take
another price drop for a full supply response to
unfold. “Cost savings, efficiency gains and pro-
ducer hedging have let light tight oil producers
defy expectations until now, but growth
ground to a halt in May and will likely stay there
through mid-2016,” it said. US supply grew by
1.0 million bpd in the first five months of 2015,
down from 1.8 million in 2014, according to the
IEA. “Total US supply will keep growing through
2016, but much more slowly than in 2014, and
thanks to natural gas liquids and new deepwa-
ter plays rather than onshore crude supply,” it
said. Non-OPEC supply as a whole, after
expanding by a massive 2.4 million bpd in 2014,

looks on track to slow to growth of 1 million
bpd in 2015 and stay flat in 2016, the IEA said.

Among other bearish signals, the IEA said
world oil demand growth appeared to have
peaked in the first quarter of 2015 at 1.8 million
bpd and would continue to ease throughout
the rest of this year and into next. That means
the need for OPEC’s oil will stand at 30.3 million
bpd next year, up 1 million bpd on 2015, but
still a whopping 1.4 million bpd below current
OPEC production. “And the group is not slow-
ing down,” the IEA said. “On the contrary, its
core Middle East producers are pumping at
record rates and the outlook for Iraqi capacity
growth - accounting for most projected OPEC
expansions - keeps improving.” — Reuters 

Oil may have further to fall due to oversupply

TOKYO: A woman looks at a tablet in front of electronic stock board of a securi-
ties firm yesterday. — AP

Saudi Arabia issues 
sovereign bonds 

First since 2007, more to come

IHG agrees $938m sale 
of InterContinental HK

LONDON: InterContinental Hotels Group said on Friday it had agreed
to sell InterContinental Hong Kong to a consortium of investors for
$938 million and may return some of the proceeds to shareholders.
IHG, one of the world’s largest hoteliers, said it would retain a manage-
ment contract on the hotel which has 503 guest rooms and is situated
on the Kowloon waterfront with panoramic views of Victoria Harbour.
It is being sold to Supreme Key Limited, a consortium of investors
advised and managed by Gaw Capital Partners, the real estate private
equity fund management firm. IHG said the sale of the hotel complet-
ed the disposals of its major owned assets. Like some rivals, IHG has
pursued an “asset-light” strategy of selling off its hotels and then man-
aging them under contracts. It has now sold almost 200 hotels for
gross proceeds of almost $8 billion, helping it to return more than $10
billion to shareholders. Supreme has paid a cash deposit to IHG of $94
million, with the remaining proceeds payable in cash on completion,
expected in the second half of 2015. IHG said it will retain a 37-year
management contract on the hotel, with three 10-year extension
rights, giving an expected contract length of 67 years.

India’s industrial 
output slows in May

MUMBAI: India’s industrial output slowed in May and came in well
below analysts’ expectations, official figures showed yesterday, sug-
gesting further measures might be needed to boost investment in
Asia’s third-largest economy. Production at India’s factories, mines
and utilities, grew only 2.7 percent in May from a year earlier, lower
than a revised downwards figure of a 3.4 percent increase in April. A
survey of 32 economists by Bloomberg had predicted that industrial
output would rise four percent, marginally short of the 4.1 percent
initially recorded in April, but a fall in consumer goods dragged the
rate down. “It’s certainly lower than I expected and a bit of a concern
but we shouldn’t read too much into one month’s number given
that the figures can be quite volatile,” Arun Singh, senior economist
at Dun & Bradstreet, told AFP. “Our expectations are that industrial
production will continue to grow and a couple of months from here
we think you will be able to see the government’s initiatives starting
to show some signs of taking effect on the ground.”

FCA promises more 
clarity on punishments

LONDON: Britain’s financial watchdog has promised to be clearer
about how it decides whether to punish banks and individuals after
industry criticism of inconsistency. The Financial Conduct Authority
(FCA), launched in 2013 at a time of intense political pressure to
clean up markets, has been levying record fines on banks after a
string of misconduct and mis-selling scandals going back two
decades or more. FCA chief executive Martin Wheatley promised to
“shoot first and ask questions later”, a statement he later said he
regretted. The finance ministry asked the FCA to consider ways of
being more open in deciding on punitive enforcement action after
complaints from firms that the FCA was “arbitrary”. The ministry also
asked the FCA to outline alternatives to punishments which include
fines, bans and suspensions. 

News
i n  b r i e f
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ATHENS: Greek Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras
appealed to his party’s lawmakers yesterday
to back a tough reforms package after abrupt-
ly offering last-minute concessions to try to
save the country from financial meltdown.
After walking into a party meeting to
applause, Tsipras rallied his Syriza lawmakers
to throw their weight behind the new propos-
als ahead of a snap vote in parliament on the
negotiations, urging them to help keep
Greece in the euro. “We are confronted with
crucial decisions,” a government official quot-
ed Tspiras telling his Syriza lawmakers. “We
got a mandate to bring a better deal than the
ultimatum that the Eurogroup gave us, but
certainly not given a mandate to take Greece
out of the eurozone,” he said. “We are all in
this together.”

It is unclear whether all the creditors
would back the latest reforms package, which
was strikingly similar to the terms Greece had
rejected in a referendum Tsipras had called in
June. Germany sounded wary, with a finance
ministry spokesman ruling out any debt
reduction that would lower its real value. But
France, Greece’s strongest supporter in the
euro zone, rushed to offer praise with
President Francois Hollande calling the offer
“serious and credible”. 

Eurogroup head Jeroen Dijsselbloem
called it a “thorough piece of text” but
declined to go into specifics. “Broad support
in Greece gives it more credibility, but even
then we need to consider carefully whether
the proposal is good and if the numbers
add up,” he told reporters. “One way or the
other, it is a very major decision we need to
take.” The lenders’ backing is crucial for
euro zone leaders to support the proposals.
Dijsselbloem, European Commission
President Jean-Claude Juncker, European
Central Bank President Mario Draghi and
International Monetary Fund head Christine
Lagarde were due to make a first assess-

ment of the plans by teleconference, EU
sources said.

European markets rallied on the improved
prospects for a last-ditch deal to keep Greece
in the currency area, while Italian, Spanish and
Portuguese bond yields fell, reflecting percep-
tion of reduced risk. Nevertheless, Greece
would have to overcome a hardening of atti-
tudes towards it among its euro zone partners,
including Germany, which has contributed
more to Greek bailouts than any other country.
Some, including a senior member of German
Chancellor Angela Merkel’s party, greeted the
latest reform proposals with scepticism.
Slovakia’s finance minister questioned
whether the proposals went far enough.

Finance ministers of the 19-nation euro
area will meet today to decide whether to rec-
ommend opening negotiations on a third
bailout program despite exasperation at the
five-year-old Greek crisis. A senior EU official
said the meeting would include discussions on
whether Greece needs some debt relief.
Greece asked for Ä53.5 billion ($59 billion) to
help cover its debts until 2018, a review of pri-
mary surplus targets in the light of the sharp
deterioration of its economy, and a “reprofil-
ing” of the country’s long-term debt.

But the plan could cause trouble for Tsipras
at home, from hardliners in his own party as
well as his junior coalition ally. Any new deal
would also have to be endorsed by national
parliaments including in Germany. “The pro-
posals are not compatible with the Syriza pro-
gramme,” Energy Minister Panagiotis
Lafazanis, who belongs to the hard leftwing in
Syriza, told Reuters. He declined to say how he
would vote. “We will take it step by step.” A
small group of pensioners held a protest out-
side the finance ministry in Athens and an anti-
austerity demonstration is planned for Friday
evening. “The new measures are suffocating,”
said Irini Skordara, 79, one of dozens of pen-
sioners queuing outside a bank to withdraw

their pension. “Better we live poor than to
plunge into chaos.”

‘Right Choice’
Tsipras has called a snap vote in parlia-

ment asking for its backing to negotiate a list
of “prior actions” - measures his government
would take to convince creditors of its intent
ahead of negotiations and to secure the first
disbursement. While he could face a rebellion
from within his own ranks, Tsipras might
receive backing from opposition lawmakers to
carry the vote. The centrist opposition To
Potami party told Reuters it would support
him. The latest offer includes defence spend-
ing cuts, a timetable for privatising state
assets such as Piraeus port and regional air-
ports, hikes in value added tax for hotels and
restaurants and slashing a top-up payment for
poorer pensioners. “The ‘No’ in the referen-
dum appears to be turning into a ‘Yes’ from
Tsipras,” Commerzbank analyst Markus Koch
said. Greek banks have been closed since June
29, when capital controls were imposed and
cash withdrawals rationed after the collapse of
previous bailout talks. Greece defaulted on an
IMF loan repayment and now faces a critical
July 20 bond redemption to the ECB, which it
cannot make without aid. The country has had
two bailouts worth Ä240 billion from the euro
zone and the IMF since 2010, but its economy
has shrunk by a quarter, unemployment is at
more than 25 percent and one in two young
people is out of work.

“The prime minister seems to have
made the right choice between his party
and the interest of Greece,” an editorial in
the centre-right daily Kathimerini said. “His
decision to accept a tough package of
measures will ensure the country stays in
the euro. This is not the time for gripes and
assessing the damage, what’s most impor-
tant is securing the country’s interests and
its place in the euro zone.” —Reuters 

ATHENS: Greek Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras is applauded by lawmakers before addressing his parliamentary group
meeting at the Greek Parliament yesterday. —AFP 

Tsipras seeking backing 

after abrupt concessions
Reform plan to stay in euro cheers France

Greeks hit by 

cash crunch

ATHENS: With three of his transport company’s trucks immo-
bilised in Germany, unable to pay for fuel and tolls, Yannis
Fourtoulakis warns that Greece’s capital controls are wreaking
deep damage to his beleaguered country’s economy. “If the situa-
tion is not resolved soon there will be problems, mainly with food,”
predicted the 38-year-old boss of an Athens-based transport com-
pany that imports chemicals from Germany for Greece’s refinery
industry. “Petrol stations have stopped supplying on credit as they
are also forced by refineries to pay cash for their fuel,” explained
the transporter. “It’s a chain, from the petrol stations the problem is
passed on to transporters and to producers.”

His experience contradicts soothing words from the radical left
government of Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras, which insists that
there is enough fuel on the market to keep the economy going.
“(We) assure Greek citizens and visitors that there are sufficient...
quantities on the market and that prices are steady,” the economy
ministry said Wednesday.

Situation ‘Will Get Worse’ 
The disconnect between the state reassurances and the tough

reality on the street threatens to widen as the effects grow of
Greece’s capital controls, which were imposed in the lead-up to its
snap referendum last weekend. “With the banks closed, the situa-
tion will get worse and worse in a few days as the problems are
going to be accumulating,” says Nikos Vettas, director of the analy-
sis firm Foundation for Economic and Industrial Research. “Already
we have some problems with importing and exporting businesses.
So the sooner the banks open so that trade can be facilitated, the
better it will be,” he said.

One prominent sector already hit is print media, with many of
Greece’s daily newspapers visibly slimmer this month. “We’ve had
to reduce the number of pages to save on paper,” says
Athinagoras Mykoniatis, director of Patris, one of the oldest news-
papers on the island of Crete, which is now half its usual 64-page
size. In successive statements, the government admitted to “diffi-
culties” in obtaining printing paper that could lead to some local
newspapers temporarily shutting down, then insisted that
announcement “was not meant to infer that there will be a paper
shortage”.

Online Squeeze 
Even online, Greeks cannot escape the squeeze. Global money

broker PayPal has blocked outgoing transactions. “Due to the
recent decisions of the Greek authorities on capital controls, fund-
ing of PayPal wallet from Greek bank accounts, as well as cross-
border transactions funded by any cards or bank accounts are cur-
rently not available,” PayPal said in a statement. “Payment
attempts may also be declined by the card issuer or banking insti-
tution,” it added.

For Greeks who supplement their income with online sales, the
news was a blow. “Around 40 percent of my income is from online
sales, and right now I don’t know what to do. I haven’t put up any-
thing for sale because I’m afraid the payment will be blocked by
Paypal,” says 39-year-old Filippos Englezakis, who trades in col-
lectible items. Kostas Patinaris, a 45-year-old who runs an online
clothes selling business, faces a similar predicament. “Before the
capital controls were imposed I had 30-35 orders per day. Now I
have none... I’ve had to send my staff on forced vacation,” he says.

Tourism Impact 
Because the banking restrictions do not apply to foreign card-

holders, tourists have been partly shielded from the market disrup-
tions. Greece has thus avoided a mass exodus in the middle of its
high tourist season, although last-minute reservations have fallen
by 30 percent, according to Alexander Lamnidis, head of Greece’s
Tourism Confederation. He said that on some of Greece’s famed
islands, ATMs were running dry, and hotels were encountering dif-
ficulties in being resupplied with meat.

Visitors wishing to sample the country’s vibrant culture scene
are also likely to be out of luck as dozens of festival performances
have been cancelled. Even museums were feeling the pinch,
with exhibitions scheduled for later in the year under threat.
“Institutions planning autumn exhibits may have to cancel,” says
a senior official at one of Greece’s main museums. He adds that
“things will get difficult” if the country is actually forced to
change currency by an exit from the euro. “The contracts are in
euro. It will not be easy to find exhibits on loan, and there are
also insurance and transport costs to consider,” he told AFP on
condition of anonymity. But, he stresses, “we should not suc-
cumb to pessimism. I believe they (the eurozone creditors) will
not let Greece sink.” — AFP 
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LONDON: Ireland’s low-cost carrier
Ryanair yesterday finally accepted
International Airlines Group’s bid for its
near 30 percent stake in Irish ival Aer
Lingus, clearing the way for end of a
drawn out takeover. IAG, parent of
British Airways and Iberia, had made a
takeover bid valuing Aer Lingus at Ä1.4
bill ion ($1.5 bill ion) that had been
fiercely rejected by Ryanair.  It  was
unclear why the airline had suddenly
changed its mind, especially since the
offer has not been revised higher.

“The board of Ryanair Holdings plc
today confirmed that it has voted unan-
imously to accept the IAG offer for
Ryanair’s 29.8 percent shareholding in
Aer Lingus Group plc,” said a statement
from Ryanair, which is the largest single
Aer Lingus shareholder. “The board
believes that the current IAG offer max-
imises Ryanair shareholder value.” An
IAG spokeswoman told AFP that the
group welcomed Ryanair’s statement.

Ryanair was left as kingmaker in the
deal after the offer was accepted by the
Aer Lingus board and given the green
light by the Irish government, owner of
25 percent of the company, in May. “We
believe the IAG offer for Aer Lingus is a
reasonable one in the current market
and we plan to accept it, in the best
interests of Ryanair shareholders,” said
Ryanair chief executive Michael O’Leary.
“The price means that Ryanair will make

a small profit on its investment in Aer
Lingus over the past nine years.”

Only last month, Ryanair said it
would appeal a “ridiculous” ruling by
British regulators to cut its stake in Irish
rival carrier and takeover target Aer
Lingus on grounds of competition.
Ryanair said it would appeal in light of
the fact that British Airways’ parent
company IAG had tabled an offer for
Aer Lingus. The deal offers Aer Lingus
shareholders €2.55 per share - compris-
ing €2.50 plus a €0.05 euro cash divi-
dend.

Irish transport minister Paschal
Donohoe also welcomed Ryanair’s deci-
sion. “Minister Donohoe notes and wel-
comes the decision by Ryanair to accept
IAG’s offer for its stake in Aer Lingus,”
read a brief statement from Dublin’s
transport ministry. Ryanair itself had
previously launched three unsuccessful
takeover attempts for Aer Lingus. In
order to quell opposition to its Aer
Lingus takeover, IAG has agreed to
maintain the brand, sustain its existing
routes, create new jobs and ensure the
airl ine’s lucrative landing slots at
London’s Heathrow airport would not
be sold for seven years.

Strategic Move 
At the same time, IAG is seeking to

take advantage of Aer Lingus’  key
transatlantic routes and grab global

market share, analysts say. Irish trade
unions remain fearful about potential
job losses and deteriorating working
conditions after restructuring, saying
they would oppose the sale if their con-
cerns were not addressed. However,
IAG plans to create up to 635 new net
jobs would be created at Aer Lingus by
2020. Following the long-awaited
Ryanair deal, IAG’s Aer Lingus stake will
now climb beyond the crucial 50-per-
cent level. “It was the main uncertainty
that surrounded the IAG approach,”
Merrion Stockbrokers analyst David
Holohan told AFP. “We were quite sure
a lot of the other institutional holders
would support it, but Ryanair being the
largest shareholder was important for
its success.”

The transaction remains subject to
regulatory approval from the European
Commission. “EU regulators have raised
a number of issues with IAG which IAG
have since sought to address, particu-
larly with regard to access to North
American routes through IAG’s network
versus some of its peers,”  added
Holohan. “A lot of remedies that they
have put forward, I  think,  wil l  be
enough to insure that EU approves the
deal.” In early afternoon London deals,
IAG’s share price flew 2.53 percent high-
er to 527.50 pence, while Ryanair stock
also gained more than two percent in
Dublin. — AFP 

DUBLIN: In this file photo dated Feb 12, 2015, the shamrock logo of Ireland’s Aer Lingus adorns the tailfins of three
Airbus A320 aircraft at Dublin Airport. — AP 

Ryanair backs IAG’s 
Aer Lingus takeover

Offer in ‘best interests’ of shareholders

Gold steadies as 
euro gains versus 
dollar on Greece

LONDON: Gold steadied above a four-month low yesterday, as the
dollar tumbled against the euro on signs of progress in Greece’s
efforts to secure fresh funding. Spot gold was unchanged at $1,159.65
an ounce by 1436 GMT. Prices touched $1,146.75 on Wednesday, their
lowest level since March 18, when the dollar was boosted by weak-
ness in the euro on Greece and the tumble in Chinese stock markets.
US gold for August delivery was also unchanged, at $1,159.00 an
ounce. The euro climbed 1.2 percent against the dollar, making dollar-
denominated assets such as gold cheaper for buyers using other cur-
rencies. “Gold is getting some support from the stronger euro but if
we get a deal with Greece on Sunday, it should be bearish for gold
because it removes any risk,” Societe Generale analyst Robin Bhar said.
“The major driver is the US because we have Yellen speaking today
and markets will be watching that for any clues about the rate hike.”
Federal Reserve Chair Janet Yellen was due to speak yesterday on the
US economic outlook, at 1630 GMT.

Physical demand remained tepid this week as prospective
investors in China chased bargains in equities after a market rout,
while those in India delayed purchases. “We are seeing the chance of a
break below $1,150 an ounce in coming sessions. That could perhaps
help generate some physical demand in Asia,” MKS SA head of trading
Afshin Nabavi said. The metal in India was still sold at a discount to the
global benchmark.

Chinese stocks rose sharply for a second day yesterday after
Beijing moved to stem a rout that pulled down key indexes by around
30 percent from mid-June, banning shareholders with large stakes in
listed firms from selling. Also aiding gold, the International Monetary
Fund trimmed its forecast for global economic growth this year to 3.3
percent from a previous estimate of 3.5 percent, citing recent weak-
ness in the United States. Silver was up 0.4 percent at $15.43 an ounce,
palladium rose 1.3 percent to $645.47 an ounce and platinum gained
0.2 percent to $1,023.24 an ounce, slightly rebounding from a 6-1/2
year low near $1,000 hit on Wednesday. —Reuters 

Crude steady as
demand worries
offset optimism

LONDON: Oil prices steadied yesterday as worries about oversup-
ply and slowing demand offset support from a rebound in Chinese
stock prices and hopes of a breakthrough in the Greek debt crisis.
Brent crude oil was up 7 cents at $58.68 a barrel by 1254 GMT. So
far this month, the international benchmark has lost more than 7
percent. Front-month US crude futures were trading 9 cents high-
er at $52.87 per barrel. Oil’s flat performance contrasted with a rally
in other global financial markets, which drew support from hopes
a deal would be reached soon to keep Greece in the euro and a
rebound in Chinese equities, which had fallen sharply.

The International Energy Agency (IEA) said on Friday that oil
prices are set to come under further pressure from easing global
demand and an expanding glut of crude, while a rebalancing of
the oil markets may last well into next year. The IEA, the West’s
energy watchdog, said it expected global demand growth to slow
next year to 1.2 million barrels per day from 1.4 million this year -
far less than needed to balance stubbornly growing non-OPEC
and OPEC supply. “Physical oil market fundamentals remain weak
and, in the absence of OPEC production cuts or material supply
disruption, this is unlikely to change meaningfully,” Deutsche Bank
said in a note. Greece has put a cash-for-reforms proposal in front
of creditors, raising the possibility that a deal could be reached this
weekend. In China, the CSI300 stock index closed more than 5 per-
cent higher, extending gains from the previous session after a bar-
rage of government support measures aimed at halting a 30 per-
cent fall in share prices since June.

The plunge in Chinese shares, along with concerns about
Greece, helped send Brent as low as $55.10 earlier this week. Data
from China as well as the IEA figures capped oil’s gains. Auto sales
there dipped for a third straight month, falling 2.3 percent in June
from a year earlier, prompting a halving of its annual sales growth
forecast to 3 percent. Traders were waiting to hear whether a com-
promise would be reached between world powers and Iran that
could lead to increased oil flows if nuclear-related sanctions are lift-
ed, although Washington said it was in no rush to reach a deal. Top
oil exporter Saudi Arabia continues to keep output and export
supply high, maintaining fully contracted volumes to Asia in
August. — Reuters 
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SAN JUAN: The sun is bright and the beach-
es are great but there’s trouble in paradise:
Puerto Rico is drowning in debt and its peo-
ple are feeling the sting of economic crisis.
People in this US island commonwealth in
the Caribbean are seeing their work hours
reduced, for example. Sales at stores are way
down because of a big increase in sales tax
aimed at helping the government raise rev-
enue. Those who can are simply packing up
and leaving for the US mainland, to places
like Florida and New York.

Consider the plight of Jorge Telon, who
runs a chain of department stores frequented
by working class Puerto Ricans. He’s had to
cut his prices to stir demand, so his profit
margin is down to almost nothing. “We have
to sell really cheap,” Telon, 55, told AFP. His
stores are strung along Paseo de Diego,
which used to be a major commercial thor-
oughfare. Now it is desolate: many stores are
shuttered and others are begging for cus-
tomers. “Things are tough. People don’t want
to buy,” said Telon, who added that his sav-
ing grace is that he owns the stores. “If we
had to pay rent, we’d be finished.”

Then there’s Rosaura Guzman, who
runs a food stand on the street. “Before, on
a Saturday, I would do 1,000 dollars in busi-
ness. Today it is never more than 300,” she
said. Indeed, merchants on this island of
3.5 million people are feeling the pain from
an increase in sales tax from 7 percent to
11.5 percent.

Effort and Sacrifice 
Governor Alejandro Garcia Padilla said last

month that Puerto Rico owes $73 billion and
cannot pay it back. He is seeking a moratori-
um from creditors so money that would go
toward debt payments can instead be used
to stimulate economic growth. The economy
of Puerto Rico has posted negative growth for
eight years. Ratings agencies like Moody’s
classify Puerto Rican debt as junk bonds. The
governor asked the people of Puerto Rico for
effort and sacrifice. Because it is a common-
wealth and not a state, Puerto Rico cannot file
for protection from creditors under US bank-
ruptcy law, as, say, the city of Detroit has.

So starting Monday the government will
begin tough negotiations with bondholders
to try to win a moratorium and avert default.
In the meantime, life grinds on for everyday
people facing a jobless rate of 12.4 percent,
compared to 5.3 percent in the United States.
Noemi Vargas, 59, is looking for work on
Paseo de Diego. The store where she works
recently cut her weekly hours from 30 to 16.
“It’s a good thing my children are already
married,” said Vargas. Otherwise she could
not support them.

Grumbling is also audible in the territo-
ry’s largest shopping mall,  Plaza Las
Americas. There, people stroll and browse
but don’t seem to buy much. “The situation
is really bad, especially if you have kids,”
said Dagmaris Santiago, 38. She said she
was at the mall to buy a gift for her 13-year

old daughter. Her husband is a construction
worker who is really struggling. “He will
work a week, then be off for two,” Santiago
said. The watchword for people mired in
this recession seems to resignation. “You
have to get used to it,” said a woman
named Sarina Ostolaza.

Growth is Key 
The crisis has been simmering and grow-

ing for years, said Jose J. Villamil, of the con-
sulting firm Estudios Tecnicos en San Juan.
Since the early 2000s “what has happened
typically is that each government has put off
taking measures. —AFP 

Hard economic times hit Puerto Rico

Australia miners 
rally as iron ore 
price spikes 10%

SYDNEY: Shares in Australia’s big miners rallied yesterday as the price of
iron ore spiked nearly 10 percent after China announced new measures to
staunch a rout on its stock market. The spot price of the commodity
bounced back from its biggest one-day fall the previous day when it
slumped 10 percent to $44.59 a tonne on the back of the free-falling
Chinese market. It regained virtually all of its losses, analysts said, to climb
9.9 percent to $48.99 a tonne after Beijing launched fresh measures to halt
the sell-off. “Iron ore has had its largest single-day fall and gain in the space
of 48 hours,” IG Markets noted.

At the close, BHP Billiton was 2.98 percent higher at Aus$26.65, Rio
Tinto was up 2.32 percent at Aus$52.07, while Fortescue Metals rose 1.68
percent to Aus$1.81. Australia’s benchmark S&P/ASX200 index ended 0.38
percent higher at 5,492.0. Australia is one of the world’s biggest suppliers
of iron ore, which is key to making steel, and China is its largest customer,
with the falling price of the country’s most important export impacting
government revenues. The iron ore price had already been declining in
recent months on the back of increased supply by miners such as BHP and
Rio, as well as softer growth in Chinese demand, with the Chinese volatility
adding to the mix. “This week’s price collapse did invoke concern among
some producers that supply may have to be curtailed if they (prices)
remained at these levels,” ANZ analysts said in a note on iron ore.— AFP 

MINNEAPOLIS: It is too early to tell how a
recent round of tax hikes and a minimum
wage increase will play out in Minnesota, a
state where liberal and conservative forces
have often swapped control and policies. But
the state’s experience may give pause to a
crowded field of Republican presidential
hopefuls who largely swear by tax cuts and
small government as a recipe for prosperity.
Judged by those standards this state on the
Canadian border should be a train wreck in
process.

Instead, Democratic Governor Mark
Dayton’s Minnesota could become a touch-
stone in the national debate over how to bol-
ster the middle class - an example of how sol-
id growth and low unemployment can coex-
ist with some of the highest income and cor-
porate tax rates in the country. Born into fam-
ily wealth but a left-leaning Democrat by
temperament, Dayton said in an interview
that, to him, one fix for income inequality was
pretty obvious: take some from the better off
and spread it around.

“The wealthiest pay a smaller percentage
of local tax than anyone, all the way down to
the bottom,” Dayton told Reuters.  “From a
tax equity standpoint I felt an additional two
percent on the wealthiest two percent was
appropriate.” The $2 billion that the state
raised by pushing its top income tax rate to
9.85 percent in 2013 helped wipe out a budg-
et deficit and fund a tax cut for middle
income families. The income tax imposed by
most US states on local residents comes on
top of federal taxes, and the increase in
Minnesota made its top tax rate the fourth
highest in the country.

A minimum wage rise approved in 2014

boosted pay for the working poor and linked
future increases to inflation. When the tax hike
generated a surplus, Dayton argued to spend
the money on early childhood education
rather than scale back the taxes - and persuad-
ed a divided state legislature to go along. The
2016 presidential election is likely to be
shaped by debate over just such policies, and
whether they might be an answer to deepen-
ing income inequality and stagnant middle
and lower class incomes.

Democratic frontrunner Hillary Clinton
has not laid out an economic plan yet and
most potential Republican contenders
oppose income redistribution and advocate
tax and spending cuts. One of them, Scott
Walker, governor of neighboring Wisconsin,
has pushed through $2 billion in tax cuts,
weakened unions and is now proposing
more spending cuts in education and
health. Yet so far, Wisconsin has lagged the
nation and its neighbor in job creation and
economic growth.

Minnesota’s jobless rate has fallen to 3.8
percent, well below the national average of
5.3 percent. It bounced back quick from the
recession and companies, such as Amazon,
have pressed ahead with expansions plans
there. Analysts on the left have taken note.
The 2016 race “is going to be ‘trickle down’
versus ‘middle out,’” said David Madland,
director of economic policy at the Center for
American Progress, a think tank in
Washington with close ties to the Democratic
party. “Minnesota is a perfect example of the
middle class economics story.”

Solid and Steady
Politically, the state is known for its sharp

contrasts, its choice of public officials rang-
ing from the Midwestern social liberalism of
former vice presidents Walter Mondale and
Hubert Humphrey to Tea Party firebrand
and former lawmaker Michele Bachmann.
The state’s economy, in contrast, has been
steady and predictable, with a solid industri-
al base, a legacy agricultural sector, and a
prominent group of companies headquar-
tered there. That includes Target Corp, the
national retailer built by Dayton’s family. The
unemployment rate since at least the mid-
1970s typically runs two percentage points
below the national average. Median family
income, at almost $60,000, is more than 10
percent above the national level.

The state has gone through growth
spurts where it outperformed the country
and spells where it has lagged. But high tax-
es have never proved a permanent drag.
Still, the national trend in recent years has
been in favor of tax cuts. Over the last
decade states have cut income and corpo-
rate taxes twice as often as they hiked them,
according to data from the National
Association of State Budget Officers.  Those,
including California, that have recently hiked
income taxes have typically put fixed expiry
dates on the increase to make them politi-
cally palatable.

At least in recent years, “Minnesota has
been the outlier,” said Jared Walczak, a poli-
cy analyst at the Tax Foundation. Beth
Kadoun, head of tax policy at the Minnesota
Chamber of Commerce, said the jury on
Dayton’s policies was still out. “I don’t think
we’ve seen the impact. We had a strong
2013. Look at 2014. Do we continue to out-
pace?” Kadoun said.— Reuters 

Minnesota banks on high 
taxes and minimum wage

US state’s script for growth

SAN JUAN: Jorge Telon, manager of a chain of stores, shows a sign in one of
the shops on July 8, 2015. —AFP 

KARRATHA, Australia: This file photo taken on June 16,
2008 shows a train carrying iron ore at Pilbara Iron on the
Burrup Peninsula in the north of Western Australia. — AFP 
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NEW YORK: Traders stand on a nearly empty trading floor at the New York Stock Exchange (NYSE) after trading was halt-
ed due to a “technical glitch” on July 8, 2015. — AFP 

NEW YORK: You can read all about it
on social media and newspapers, but
you won’t find a trace of it where it
really matters: Your next 401 (k) state-
ment. In a dramatic breakdown that
once would have sent the market
plunging, the world’s most iconic stock
exchange, the NYSE, was forced to stop
trading for nearly four hours
Wednesday. Regulators put out state-
ments. Twitter lit up with conspiracy
theories. The president of the United
States was briefed.  As for stocks,
though, there was barely a ripple.

One reason is that trading in stocks
didn’t stop at all. It just shifted from the
New York Stock Exchange to other
exchanges and trading venues. “It’s like
your neighborhood grocery store hav-
ing a power failure,” said Keith Ross,
CEO of PDQ Enterprises, which runs a
NYSE rival, the PDQ ATS. “You can go to
all sorts of other stores that aren’t far
away.”

For many ordinary Americans, there
was another reason not to worry: Those
who own stocks only through mutual
funds are not directly affected by intra-
day outages. Mutual funds, unlike indi-
vidual stocks and exchange-traded
funds, do not trade during the day.
Their prices, which are calculated using
the closing prices of  stocks in the
funds, are set just once every day, at

the end of trading. The NYSE reopened
trading at 3:10 pm on Wednesday,
plenty of time before the 4 pm closing.

For much of the 223-year history of
the NYSE, a long trading halt could
have walloped the market. Investors in
big-name stocks used to only be able
to trade through the NYSE. They would
hand off their orders to a broker, who
would turn to a “specialist” on the floor
of the stately NYSE building at 11 Wall
Street charged with matching buyers
and sellers. In the 1970s, Nasdaq, an
electronic exchange, began competing
against the NYSE. Later came more
exchanges,  l ike ones run by BATS
Global Markets, and “dark pools,” or
trading platforms that allow customers
to buy and sell in large quantities with-
out alerting the broader market.

Now, stocks can be traded at some
60 exchanges and trading venues.
Where once nearly all stock trades were
done on the NYSE, now it accounts for
less than 25 percent,  according to
BATS. The competition has forced the
NYSE to slash staff, move into electron-
ic trading itself ,  rent out its iconic
building for parties and other events,
even sell itself.  It is now owned by
Intercontinental Exchange, an Atlanta-
based company.

The rival exchanges and trading
venues that have hurt NYSE’s trading

business can also be of help in an
emergency, if Wednesday is any meas-
ure. In today’s web of trading plat-
forms, when one exchange runs into
trouble, trades are simply re-routed to
others that are still working smoothly.
The Standard and Poor’s 500 index
closed down 1.7 percent Wednesday,
but it was dropping before the NYSE
shutdown. Investors were sel l ing
because of a plunging Chinese stock
market and the Greek debt crisis, not
because of the trading halt.

That said, investors shouldn’t be
complacent about the risks associated
with the computerized, and sometimes
fragile, infrastructure of today’s finan-
cial markets. The NYSE holds an auction
at the end of trading each day to set
the closing prices of  hundreds of
stocks, which are used to determine
the value of mutual funds and other
investments. In Nov 2012, the NYSE had
to scramble to come up with an alter-
native way to calculate prices based on
last trades at other trading platforms
after a shutdown kept it down through
the close. The near miss on Wednesday
doesn’t seem to have rattled investors
that much.  The stock of
Intercontinental Exchange, the owner
of NYSE, rose 1.2 percent on Thursday,
more than five times as much as the
S&P 500 index. —AP 

‘Stress test’ for 
foreign stock 

fund investors
NEW YORK: Will they stick with it? Many investors are second guess-
ing their decision to move into international stock funds, largely at
the expense of US stocks, in recent years.  That’s because fear is spik-
ing about troubles in Greece and China, while the US economy con-
tinues to trudge along. Investors are feeling those big swings in glob-
al markets more now, after pumping $208 billion into international
stock mutual funds and exchange-traded funds in the 12 months
ended in May. Just $4.5 billion went into US stock funds over the
same time, according to Morningstar.

It’s tempting to retrench and stick with just US stocks given all the
turmoil abroad. But many fund managers who have the freedom to
invest anywhere in the world say the Greek drama and other travails
haven’t changed their view of world markets all that much. Not only
are they sticking with foreign markets, they’re using recent price
drops to pick up European and other stocks at cheaper prices.

“It’s not like we’ve thrown our hands up and said we’ve had to get
out of Europe wholesale and come back in a year,” says Peter
Langerman, chief executive of Franklin Mutual Advisers. “There are
some things that we liked that we continue to like, their prices have
come down, and we like them more.”

The Franklin Mutual Global Discovery fund, which invests $27.5
billion around the world and where Langerman is a portfolio manag-
er, is nearly evenly split between US and foreign stocks. To be sure, he
doesn’t downplay the impact of Greece’s debt problems on European
stocks. “It’s a negative, even if there is a resolution, because confi-
dence levels are impacted,” he says. Even so, he adds that it’s impor-
tant to remain diversified. Among the reasons fund managers cite for
continuing to look abroad:

Stocks are cheaper
Foreign stocks generally have lower prices relative to their earn-

ings than US stocks. Not only that, earnings for foreign companies
may have more room to rise, making them look even more attractive,
says James Hunt, portfolio manager of the Tocqueville International
Value fund. That’s because US companies keep more of each $1 in
revenue as profit than foreign companies do. If those foreign compa-
nies can increase their profit margins, they can become more prof-
itable without needing gains in revenue.  That’s key when a slow-
growing global economy is restricting revenue for companies around
the world. Hunt recently bought shares of Syngenta, a Swiss maker of
agricultural chemicals, in part on expectations that it can cut costs to
boost profits, for example. Syngenta’s stock has since shot higher
after St Louis-based Monsanto offered to buy it, but Hunt says the
stock is attractive even if the buyout doesn’t go through because
Syngenta is under pressure to cut costs.

Economies abroad are in earlier stages of recovery
The Great Recession ended six years ago. That means this US eco-

nomic expansion has already lasted 15 months longer than the aver-
age expansion since World War II. Europe, meanwhile, has only
recently exited its recession. The European Central Bank and other
central banks worldwide are also pushing more stimulus to help their
economies, while the Federal Reserve is moving in the opposite direc-
tion. The Fed ended its bond-buying program and is considering
when to raise interest rates. That is getting Brent Puff, senior portfolio
manager for global and non-US equity at American Century, to look
more at European companies. He wants to invest in companies
whose profits look set to accelerate, among other factors, and he says
Europe is providing more opportunities.

Puff’s American Century Global Growth fund owns French
automaker Peugeot, for example. European auto sales returned to
growth only last year following years of declines, and Puff sees more
improvement ahead. US auto sales have been climbing since 2009
and may top 17 million this year for the first time since 2001. That
long record of growth means Puff sees less room for improvement.
His Global Growth fund is still more than 60 percent US stocks, but the
European portion has ticked up to 28 percent from 25 percent in
March 2014.

Most stocks are international anyway
Separating stocks into US and foreign camps may be a useless

endeavor because many companies are increasingly selling their
products around the world. Apple, for example, is the biggest US
stock by market value, but 63 percent of its revenue came from out-
side the Americas last quarter. So does it still count as a US stock? That
dynamic is why the American Funds family of mutual funds says that
it pays as much attention to where a company gets its revenue as to
where its headquarters is located, a concept it’s pushing as the “new
geography”.— AP 

Trading shutdown has 
little impact on stocks
Ordinary people unaffected by NYSE outage
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Omar Sharif, ‘Lawrence of Arabia’

and ‘Dr Zhivago’ Star, dies at 83
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They joke about knocking on heaven’s door, but a Japanese
‘girl band’ with an average age of 84 have struck a blow for
grannies everywhere by becoming pop idols. Hailing from

the remote, coral-fringed island of Kohama in Okinawa, KBG84 a
play on the name of saccharine teeny boppers AKB48 — admit to
being slightly bemused by their success after cutting their first
disc and completing a sellout Japan tour. “When I first heard
someone call us ‘idols’ I thought an idol meant someone who had
lived a long life and was at the gates of heaven,” pint-sized diva
Tomi Menaka, 92, said in a herb garden overlooking Kohama’s
turquoise sea. 

“But in Tokyo they told me it was an entertainer-which was a
relief because I thought it meant I was on my way to heaven,” she
added, picking up steam as her fellow group members collapsed
in fits of giggles. “I hadn’t even been to Tokyo or Osaka. I wanted
to go there before I went to heaven.” The 33-strong troupe of
singers and dancers has released a single called “Come on and
Dance, Kohama Island”, with a heart-warming video shot on the
tiny honeymoon isle, which has a population of just 600 and lies a
mere 150 miles (240 kilometers) off Taiwan.

Normally hunched over a walking stick, Menaka tosses her
cane aside like a bona fide rock star when she’s on stage, dancing
with joyous abandon to the pling-plang of traditional Okinawan
string music given a Tokyo-style pop makeover. “I’ve never been
as happy as I am when we perform,” she said, wearing a stripy
kimono and flame-red headscarf, her gold teeth glistening in the
midday sun.  “Going to Tokyo for the first time, I thought I was so
lucky to be born. I got to meet my grandchildren. I’ll never forget
it. I was moved to tears.”

Okinawan islanders have one of the highest life expectancies
in the world, their diet containing more vegetables and less sugar
than that of mainland Japanese, the staple food the purple-
fleshed local sweet potato rather than rice.  Menaka, a queen bee
of the group, which has a minimum age requirement of 80, stays
fit by doing housework. But she is not particularly fussy about her
diet.

‘Young at heart’ 
“I like meat and sweet things,” she cackled, flanked by the

group’s eldest member, 97-year-old Haru Yamashiro, who shook
her head disapprovingly.  “I look after my health by cleaning my

home, wiping the floors, steaming rice. I stay in the shade when
it’s too hot. I don’t want to tan. I have to take care of my skin-I’m
still young at heart!” While they tweak the nose of old age with
their indefatigable girl power, backstage at a KBG84 gig is a far cry
from Glastonbury-walking frames block entrances, and blood
pressure monitors and defibrillators are close at hand.  The brain-
child of Kyushu-born musician Kikuo Tsuchida, who has lived on
Kohama for over 20 years, the rambunctious seniors recently
signed a record deal and have been followed by Japanese docu-
mentary crews as they play to audiences, generally from middle-
age upwards.

“We felt like stars in Tokyo,” said 86-year-old Hideko Kedamori.
“Everyone in the audience had a big smile, which gave us the
energy to sing our hearts out. We’re blessed to have been born in
Kohama. Our lyrics are about the island and nature-whales in the

sea spouting or dolphins doing somersaults.” Life in paradise has
barely changed for the geriatric pop queens, who still enjoy long
chats over a cup of tea and compare themselves to musketeers.
“We still sit around gossiping about life,” said Kedamori. “If we
fight, we quickly make up again, just like when we were kids. We
are all together with the same heart. All for one and one for all.”
The diminutive Menaka, as usual, has the final word. “I want to go
back to Tokyo with the grannies and see my grandchildren before
I go to heaven,” she said with a toothy grin. As her colleagues
rolled their eyes and warned it would be impossible to stop her
once in full flow, Menaka smiled and stared wistfully out to sea,
before adding: “That would be just grand.”— AFP

An elderly women troupe of singers and dancers from Kohama Island in Okinawa wearing traditional local costumes perform at a
herb garden on Kohama Island, Okinawa Prefecture.— AFP

Heaven can wait for Japan’s geriatric pop queens

Acancer-stricken Arizona girl who got a
hefty contribution posted in Taylor Swift’s
name has received thousands of addi-

tional dollars in donations from people wishing
her a “swift” recovery. A GoFundMe fundraising
site for 11-year-old Naomi Oakes accumulated
more than $73,000 on Thursday, far surpassing
its initial goal of $30,000. The largest contribu-
tion was the $50,000 donation posted online a
day earlier in Swift’s name. Since news of that
donation spread, the site has gotten more than
$6,000.

The girl’s family posted a video on social
media earlier this week of Naomi referring to
Swift’s single, “Bad Blood,” as her theme song as
she battles leukemia. The family also said in the
video that Naomi would have to miss a Swift
concert because of her illness. A spokeswoman
for Swift said the singer does not confirm chari-
table contributions. However, Swift has a history
of sending money and gifts to fans. In January,
she sent a fan a check to help with her student
loans. Along with the donation, the poster left a
note calling Naomi “beautiful and brave.” “I’m
sorry you have to miss it, but there will always
be more concerts,” the message reads. “Let’s
focus on getting you feeling better. I’m sending
the biggest hugs to you and your family.”

Naomi’s aunt, Andrea Percival, said that the
entire family is appreciative and teary-eyed at
Swift’s generosity. “I think everybody is very
grateful that she would take the time to do that
when all they really wanted was just for her to
acknowledge Naomi,” Percival said. “...this was

completely unexpected.” Percival said Naomi,
who loves to sing and dance, was diagnosed
with acute myeloid leukemia at a Phoenix-area
hospital last month after bruises started appear-
ing on her thigh and stomach.

Naomi, who lives in the town of Queen
Creek, was immediately hospitalized at Cardon
Children’s Medical Center in Mesa. She will have
to remain there for the next six to nine months
for chemotherapy and other treatments,
Percival said. As a result, she can’t attend Swift’s
August concert in Phoenix. Her mother had
bought tickets as a Christmas gift. But the large
donation and message have gone a long way to
soften that blow. “That someone with that
celebrity status would go that far is amazing,”
Percival said. “It’s just amazing.” — AP

Spanish singing legend Julio Iglesias has
announced a new album of songs inspired
by Mexico, scotching speculation that the

71-year-old is retiring. Latin music’s top-selling
artist said he released yesterday the single
“Fallaste Corazon” (“You Failed, Dear”), the first
track on his album “Mexico - Julio Iglesias” that
will come out September 18.

The album will be his first studio work since
2006’s “Romantic Classics,” in which he inter-
preted well-known English-language songs, and
his first in Spanish since 2003’s “Divorcio.”
Iglesias said that the new album will feature 12
songs with a Mexican flavor and pay tribute to
the country’s great songwriters. “Mexico is a
country that I love dearly. The Mexican people
have given me many indelible moments in my
life,” he said in a statement Thursday.

“I know this country as if it was my homeland
and I always carry it in my soul,” he said. Iglesias
said he dedicated the album to Mexico’s “out-
standing composers who, generation after gen-
eration, filled our lives with love, nostalgia,
memories and moments.” Known for his roman-
tic ballads and prolific love life, Iglesias is consid-
ered by Guinness World Records to be the top-
selling Latin artist with more than 300 million
albums sold.

Unusually for a Spanish-language artist,
much of his fame comes from other parts of the
world and he enjoys an avid fan base in China

and other parts of Asia. Iglesias recently under-
went a minor surgery on his back but he has
rejected speculation in recent years that he was
preparing for retirement. He has performed con-
certs this year in Bulgaria, Portugal, Romania,
Russia and Turkey. He is also known to a
younger generation as the father of fellow
singer and sex symbol Enrique Iglesias. — AFP

Julio Iglesias returns with 

album dedicated to Mexico

$50,000 given to cancer
stricken girl in Swift’s name
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ift Spanish singer Julio Iglesias during a

press conference after being named the
most successful Latin artist of all time at
an event in London. — AFP
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About 6,500 Comic-Con conventioneers were
the first to see the full trailer for the final
installment of “The Hunger Games” series,

but the playful banter between the series’ three
leads was the real can’t-miss moment. Jennifer
Lawrence, Liam Hemsworth and Josh Hutcherson,
along with the film’s director and producer,
unveiled the trailer for “Mockingjay-Part 2” on
Thursday at the annual pop-culture celebration.
The camaraderie between the stars was obvious as
they shared the stage inside the San Diego
Convention Center’s largest meeting hall.

When Hutcherson said being part of “The
Hunger Games” was “the most incredible movie
making experience, and just experience in my life,
getting to know these people,” Lawrence and
Hemsworth playfully petted his face. “He’s a sweet,
sweet angel,” Hemsworth cracked, adding that the
two share a scene in the final film that almost hints
at a bromance. “We have this really emotional
scene together,” he said, “and there might be a kiss
between Josh and I.”

After Lawrence felt she fumbled the answer to a
fan’s question, Hutcherson joked he had a “kill
switch” for her microphone. “What have we
learned over the years about me and public speak-
ing?” she asked rhetorically. Hosted by Conan
O’Brien, who is taping his nightly talk show from

Comic-Con this week, the “Mockingjay-Part 2” pan-
el opened in dramatic fashion: An army of drum-
mers dressed all in white pounded out a solemn
beat as they marched through the exhibition hall.

Director Francis Lawrence played the trailer at
the start of the hour-long presentation, and again
at the end. Fiery and battle-filled, it shows Katniss
Everdeen leading a civilian army into the Capitol to
take on tyrannical President Snow. Jennifer
Lawrence said she hopes the film inspires young
people to consider “the power of our future is in
our hands.” The three lead actors said ending the
four-film series is deeply emotional. But Jennifer
Lawrence feels she and Katniss are forever connect-
ed.

“Something was bestowed onto Katniss in a
way that me saying yes into these movies was onto
me,” she said. “The changes that happened in my
life from doing these movies are so permanent and
still with me that I don’t think I’ll ever say goodbye
to her.” That doesn’t mean the final day of shooting
wasn’t heartbreaking for the three stars-turned-
friends. “There’s no way to say this without starting
rumors,” Jennifer Lawrence said, “but that night we
held each other and slept like puppies.”— AP

Liam Hemsworth, from left, Josh Hutcherson, Jennifer Lawrence and director Francis
Lawrence attend ‘The Hunger Games: Mockingjay Part 2’ press line on day 1 of Comic-Con
International on Thursday. — AP

Stars, director of final ‘Hunger

Games’ film unveil trailer

Ben Affleck is in talks to star in, co-write
and possibly direct a standalone “Batman”
movie. Sources have confirmed to Variety

that Affleck is in negotiations to pen the solo
“Batman” film with Geoff Johns after he has fin-
ished directing “Live by Night,” which is set to
begin production in November. 

Warner Bros had no comment. Additional
details are still under wraps other than the fact
that Affleck will star as the Caped Crusader, a
role he will first assume in “Batman v Superman:
Dawn of Justice,” and then in “Justice League,”
which bows in 2017. — Reuters

‘Batman’: Affleck in talks to star in, 
co-write, possibly direct standalone movie

Ben Affleck

Can “X-Men” fans expect a Storm movie?
If it’s up to Halle Berry, hopefully yes.
The actress confirmed she would agree

to do a standalone Storm film, and urged fans
at Comic-Con to speak up if they want to see
her in action again. “Absolutely,” she said
Thursday when asked about the prospect of a
spinoff movie during the Con panel for her
CBS drama “Extant,” saying that she loves her
“X-Men” character. With a laugh, Berry added,
“Fans have to tell Fox that that’s what they
want to have happen!”

Berry is no stranger to superhero films. In
addition to the “X-Men” franchise, in which
she’s played Storm three times, the Oscar
winner previously starred as the title charac-
ter in 2004’s “Catwoman,” though it didn’t
perform at the box office and received less-
than-stellar reviews. As for “X-Men,” Hugh
Jackman has successfully spun into solo films
with the “Wolverine” trilogy, which will see its
third and final film out in 2017. — Reuters

Berry confirms she wants to do 

a ‘Storm’ Movie at Comic-Con

Actress Kelly Rutherford testified about her
finances, travel and her ties to Los Angeles in
an attempt to convince a judge to retain

control over her international custody dispute with
her ex-husband. Rutherford joked and remained
composed throughout most of the hearing, but
she broke down in tears as she described how she
has gradually seen her children less because they
are living in Monaco with their father and she can’t
afford frequent trips overseas. The “Melrose Place”
and “Gossip Girl” actress told Superior Court Judge
Mark Juhas that she lives in an apartment in New
York so she can be closer to her children, but main-
tains family, financial and other personal ties to Los
Angeles.

Rutherford and her ex-husband, Daniel Giersch,
are engaged in a custody battle, with Rutherford
seeking the return of her children to the US. Juhas
is holding a two-day hearing to determine whether
he has the authority to make new custody orders in
the case. Lawyers for Giersch contend California
has lost jurisdiction because Rutherford moved to
New York, and a court in Monaco is also handling
custody issues. Rutherford’s attorney told Juhas
that Rutherford maintains banking and other finan-
cial ties to Los Angeles, and has filed tax returns in
California and New York because she spends time
in both places. She has a New York driver’s license,
but it lists an address in Los Angeles.

Rutherford testified she has traveled to Monaco
approximately 70 times to visit her children since
2013. She said her children stay with her in New
York because it shortens their travel time from
Monaco. She broke down crying when describing
how she has had to stop traveling as frequently
due to her finances. She said that after a court first
ruled the children should live overseas with their
father, she would travel to Europe every three
weeks. “Then it became about when I could afford
to go see them,” Rutherford said, leaning back in
her chair and fanning her face before breaking
down.

Immigration issues
The actress said she would like to spend more

time in Los Angeles, where her parents live, but
traveling to Europe and her finances made that

impossible. “I had to spend so much time in
Europe,” Rutherford said. “I’d love to be working,
and to have my kids home and to have a normal
life.”Rutherford filed for bankruptcy in May 2013
and said Thursday she is still trying to recover finan-
cially. The children, ages 8 and 6, are currently
spending their summer break at Rutherford’s New
York apartment. The actress said she keeps toys,
clothes and pets - two rabbits and two kittens - for
them when they’re in the US.

Giersch, who was forced to leave the United
States over immigration issues, listened to the hear-
ing and began testifying Thursday afternoon via
videoconferencing. The two married in 2006 and
filed for divorce in Los Angeles two years later. They
were granted a divorce in July 2010 and continued
to fight over custody until the 2013 order allowed
Giersch to keep the children abroad. Rutherford
also has accused her ex-husband of trying to have a
Monaco court change the kids’ citizenship.
Giersch’s filing states the Monaco court lacks
authority to do that, and no request to alter the
children’s dual US-German citizenship has been
made. Giersch was born in Germany. — AP

Kelly Rutherford testifies
at custody hearing

Kelly Rutherford arrives at a Los Angeles
Courthouse. — AP
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Omar Sharif, the dashing, Egyptian-born actor who was
one of the biggest movie stars in the world in the
1960s, with memorable roles in “Dr Zhivago,”

“Lawrence of Arabia” and “Funny Girl,” has died. He was 83.
Sharif suffered a heart attack yesterday afternoon in a hospital
in Cairo, his agent said. It was announced in May 2015 that he
was suffering from Alzheimer’s disease. With the global suc-
cess of David Lean’s “Lawrence of Arabia,” starring Peter
O’Toole, in 1962, Sharif became the first Arab actor to achieve
worldwide fame, thanks to his charismatic presence in the
epic film-and the Oscar nomination he drew because of it.

Gentle continental accent
In its wake he very quickly became a busy Hollywood actor:

Sharif made three films in 1964, including “Behold a Pale
Horse” and “The Yellow Rolls Royce,” and three in 1965,
including his first lead role in an English-language production,
as the title character in Lean’s “Dr Zhivago,” for which he won
a Golden Globe. Thanks to his gentle continental accent and
dark but hard-to-place good looks, the actor was not ethnical-
ly typecast: In “Behold a Pale Horse” he played a Spaniard, in
“Zhivago” a Russian, in “Genghis Khan” a Mongol, in “Funny
Girl” a New York Jewish gambler and in “The Night of the
Generals,” a German major during WWII.

Nevertheless, there was no little controversy about his role
in “Funny Girl”: When 1967’s Six Day War between Israel and
Arab countries including Egypt occurred, Columbia execs con-
sidered replacing Sharif; later, when a still depicting a love
scene between the actor and Barbra Streisand was published,
the Egyptian press began a movement to revoke Sharif’s citi-
zenship. Other significant late-’60s films for the actor included
J Lee Thompson Western “MacKenna’s Gold,” with Gregory
Peck and Telly Savalas, and tragic European political love story
“Mayerling,” in which Sharif was paired with Catherine
Deneuve.

During the 1970s Sharif remained busy, but there were
fewer notable projects. Standouts included Blake Edwards
thriller “The Tamarind Seed,” with Julie Andrew, and Richard
Lester’s thriller “Juggernaut.” Since the mid-1980s Sharif
returned sporadically to Egyptian cinema, where he got his

start. In 2003 Sharif won acclaim for his role in Francois
Dupeyron’s “Monsieur Ibrahim” as a Turkish Muslim shop
owner who becomes an avuncular figure for a Jewish boy in
Paris. Although the role was perceived as representing some-
thing of a career resurgence for the actor, he had in fact been
working regularly over the previous decades in film and TV
and continued to do so after “Ibrahim.”

A file picture taken on September 10, 2009 shows Egyptian film legend Omar Sharif posing
during the photocall of “Al Mosafer” (The Traveller) at the Venice film festival. 

— AP/AFP photos

In this Jan 15, 1969 file photo, Britain’s Princess Margaret, right, talks with American
singer Barbra Streisand, left, and actor Omar Sharif, center, at the premiere of the film
“Funny Girl,” at the Odeon Cinema, London.

Omar Sharif, ‘Lawrence

of Arabia’ and ‘Dr Zhivago’ star, dies at 83

In this Thursday, Nov. 24, 2011, actor Omar Sharif pos-
es during a photo call for the “Medfilm, Mediterranean
Film Festival” lifetime achievement award, in Rome.

In this Jan 3, 1963 file photo, Egyptian actor Omar Sharif on
his arrival at London Airport. 
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Exceptional participation’
The same year he starred in the 23-episode French anthol-

ogy TV series “Petits mythes urbains,” in which he played a
mysterious cab driver; he also wrote for the series.

He had a substantial role in 2004’s “Hidalgo,” with Viggo
Mortensen, and appeared in ABC’s 2006 “Ten
Commandments” miniseries and NBC’s 2009 “The Last
Templar” miniseries. On the big screen he was the narrator for
Roland Emmerich’s “10,000 BC.” He also worked a great deal in
film and TV projects not distributed in the US. In 2013 he
appeared as himself in Valeria Bruni Tedeschi’s “A Castle in
Italy.” The same year he appeared in the French-Moroccan
“Rock the Casbah.” Variety’s review said: “Omar Sharif-who’s
appropriately acknowledged in the credits for his ‘exceptional
participation’-suggests a tone of magical realism during the
pic’s opening minutes, as he playfully introduces himself to
the audience as Moulay Hassan, a recently deceased industri-
alist.” The actor “makes such a winning impression as Hassan
during this prologue, it’s actually disappointing that the role
turns out to be little more than a sporadic cameo.”

Emotional intelligence
Sharif was born Michel Dimitri Shalhoub in Alexandria to a

Melkite Greek Catholic family from Lebanon, though he later
converted to Islam. He and his wife had one son, who
appeared in “Dr Zhivago” as a young version of Sharif’s title
character. The couple separated in 1966 — a year after the
actor moved to Europe-and ultimately divorced; Sharif never
remarried. Sharif became interested in acting during his
school years at Alexandria’s prestigious Victoria College and
was given his first screen role in fellow alum Youssef Chahine’s
“The Blazing Sun,” presented at Cannes in 1954. Soon there-
after he married his leading lady Faten Hamama, already a
major star in Egyptian cinema (they divorced in 1974). 

The couple made a number of films together, including the
provocative melodrama “Sleepless” (1957) and a version of
“Anna Karenina” entitled “The River of Love” (1960). His roles
in these films, including the five he made with leading helmer
Salah Abouseif, exhibited a vibrant sensuality that compli-
mented a marked emotional intelligence. By 1956 he was
appearing in international productions, beginning with
Richard Pottier’s “The Lebanese Mission,” though it wasn’t
until 1962’s “Lawrence of Arabia” that he began to appear reg-
ularly in high-profile projects. The actor was famously a world-
class bridge player. In November 2005, Sharif received
UNESCO’s Sergei Eisenstein Medal in recognition of his
significant contributions to world film and cultural
diversity. He is survived by a son and two grandsons,
Omar Sharif Jr, an actor, and Karim. — Reuters

In this February, 1985 file photo, actor Omar Sharif appears as Prince F Romodanovsky
Advisor to PeterI in the Miniseries ‘Peter The Great’ in the ancient Russian town of Suzdal.

In this Monday, Jan 31, 2011 file photo, Egyptian film star Omar Sharif  looks over Cairo as
an Egyptian army helicopter flies overhead as it monitors protester gathered in Tahrir
(Liberation) Square, in Cairo, Egypt.

In this Sept 23, 1968 file photo, actor Omar Sharif, center, playing the role of
the Cuban revolutionary Ernesto (Che) Guevra, takes a break from filming in
Hollywood.

This November, 1965 file photo from
Metro Goldwyn-Mayer shows actor
Omar Sharif, in the movie based on
Boris Pasternak’s Doctor Zhivago loca-
tion unknown.

In this Thursday, Sept 10, 2009
file photo, Egyptian actor Omar

Sharif gestures during the photo
call for the film ‘Al Mosafer (The
Traveller)’ at the 66th edition of

the Venice Film Festival in
Venice, Italy.
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It was a symbol of the Mexico City landscape, zooming, honk-
ing and fuming in the mega-capital’s infamously dense traffic.
But the beloved Volkswagen Beetle is nearly extinct, a victim of

anti-pollution campaigns. A few “vochos,” as the curvy car is
known in Mexico, can still be spotted occasionally in the city’s
chaotic streets while so-called “Vochomania” clubs of collectors
try to keep it alive.

But the once ubiquitous white and green-and later red and
gold-Beetle taxis that clogged boulevards are gone from the
metropolis, home to 20 million people and four million cars. “We
could have thought about keeping a few in the historic center to
preserve the symbol. But it wasn’t meant to be,” said Rodrigo
Diaz, an urban planning consultant who writes a blog on trans-
port issues. The unceremonious demise of the vocho is surprising
for a country that has had a long love affair with the Beetle.

The “people’s car” born in Germany in the politically charged
1930s arrived in Mexico in 1954, where it became an instant hit.
Seen as affordable, easy to fix and a fun ride, Mexicans scooped
up 50,000 Beetles in just one year. It was quickly adopted by taxi
drivers and the Volkswagen was given the diminutive nickname,
vocho. “In case of a breakdown, you could replace the fan belt
with panty hose,” recalled Ricardo, a nostalgic taxi driver. The
car’s success prompted Volkswagen to build a plant in the central
state of Puebla in 1964. By 1973, a third of cars sold in Mexico
were vochos.

During that era, the Beetle became the most produced single
model car in history with 15 million vehicles made, overtaking
Ford’s Model T. Beetle fever spread across the region. In Brazil,
where it was also built, people called it “Fusca.” In Uruguay, for-
mer president Jose Mujica declared only one asset in 2010: His
1987 Beetle.

Queen of Hollywood 
While the bug was adored in Mexico, its charm won over

Hollywood, where it was immortalized as “Herbie” in a Disney film
series about the Number 53 race car with a big heart. In 1980, the
production took the Beetle to Mexico in “Herbie Goes Bananas,”
in which the intelligent car faces off with a bull in an arena, dis-

mantles a network of smugglers of Aztec artifacts and accelerates
like a Formula 1 race car. The films contributed to the Beetle’s
worldwide popularity. But after the era of the oil crisis, the Beetle
began to lose its charm. It was suddenly seen as too polluting, too
noisy and too uncomfortable.

Its backseat was too hard compared to newer vehicles. The
passenger seat was often removed by taxi drivers. When the driv-
er hit the brakes too hard, the passenger risked flying through the
windshield. Worse, in the late 1990s, criminals turned the Beetle
into a trap for “express” kidnappings and robberies, transforming
the “Love Bug” into a villainous vocho. “The two-door system
kept you blocked in the back of the vehicle,” said Sofia, a Mexico
City resident who was the victim of one of these wild rides in
1994. “The driver would let his accomplices get in and they would
take your money.”

End of a myth 
The Beetle taxis were repainted in white and green in an

attempt to refurbish their tarnished image. The colors were later
changed to red and gold. But the new body paint was not
enough as passengers preferred newer, safer and more comfort-
able rides. The last vocho was built in 2003 in Puebla, at the
world’s last Beetle assembly plant. Taxi drivers were offered
$1,000 to get rid of them. In 2012, there were still 3,500 Beetle
taxis, but they were gradually sent to junkyards. The capital’s taxis
are now four-door vehicles with a rear trunk, like in most major
world cities. Beetle aficionados can still find a few taxi-vochos but
they have to venture into tourist towns such as Taxco, where they
are painted red, or Acapulco, where they are white and blue.
“Unlike London with its double-decker buses, San Francisco and
Lisbon with their cable cars, or Valparaiso with its funicular,
Mexico didn’t declare this vehicle a part of its historic heritage,”
Diaz, the blogger, lamented. “It’s a shame.” At least one white and
green taxi can still be seen: in a museum in Berlin. It was sent by
Mexico City in 2008 as a gift, in a sort of return-to-sender gesture
after a 50-year love affair. — AFP

Old Volkswagen Beetle cars used as taxi cabs in a large yard for impounded cars placed in guard due to unpaid fines, in Mexico City. — AFP photos

In Mexico City, once beloved 

‘Beetle’ car nearly extinct
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With more a splutter than a roar, Baha Al-Din Yassin-alias
“The Tiger”-tears off down Khartoum’s sand-lined streets in
his three-wheeled motor rickshaw on the prowl for fares.

With his tiger-stripe seats, a tiger’s head painted on his windscreen,
“TIGER” spelled in Arabic across the back of his rickshaw and a stereo
blasting out Bob Marley, Baha has spent more than a month’s
wages on his wheels-and he doesn’t even own them.

“I just rent it for 50 Sudanese pounds ($8.40, 7.50 euros) a day,”
the Tiger said, scanning the streets for prospective customers from
behind a pair of wraparound shades. With thousands of the Indian-
built, tin tuk-tuks on Khartoum’s streets, as well as a fleet of ageing
yellow taxis and battered minibuses, the competition is fierce. But
the Tiger belongs to a select group of rickshaw drivers prepared to
fork out weeks worth of pay on their vehicles, despite being among
the lowest paid in a country where the average GDP per capita is
just $4 (3.6 euros) per day.

“The work depends on how nice the rickshaw looks,” the Tiger
said, smiling from behind his sunglasses. On average, he makes
between 80 and 150 Sudanese pounds per week, but thought noth-
ing of spending 1,000 Sudanese pounds decorating his hot-rod
tiger tuk-tuk. “If the rickshaw is good, the work is good,” he grinned.

An investment in safety? 
He is convinced that his tiger motif, taken from the name of the

rickshaw’s lawn-mower strength, would bring in more fares. The
Tiger’s unique style has won him loyal customers. Aklilu Ghebre
Michael, a slight teacher of Eritrean origin, regularly uses the Tiger’s
rickshaw. “I like the design and the safety of it,” he said as the Tiger
bumped around Khartoum’s pot-holed streets. Although their small
size means they can nip through the jams clogging Khartoum’s
main roads, the tuk-tuks are also accident prone.

But a driver who has spent more money on his rickshaw is likely
to take better care of it and drive safely-or so the thinking goes.  “I
feel safer than in the other rickshaws that I use,” Michael said. And
the drivers’ insistence on spending their hard-earned cash has gen-
erated big money for the men who make a living modifying the rick-
shaws. On a sun-baked road running through the Sahafa neighbor-
hood, a handful of workshops that customize the motor rickshaws
has sprung up. Mohammed Al-Zubayr has built a thriving business
refitting rickshaws, and now employs seven men.

Outside his workshop, Zubayr-nicknamed Tamody-says souping
up their vehicles is a wise investment for the drivers.

Rickshaw ‘like your house’ 
“The customers stop the nice rickshaws. People prefer rickshaws

which have cassettes and accessories, nice lights,” he said, as more
rickshaws spluttered off the main road and on to the forecourt
behind him. Many just want new covers for their seats, while others
want wheel spikes attached, or stereo systems fitted behind the
seats. Tamody is happy to oblige, but some requests have proved
too much for him. “Some of them want to put air conditioning
inside their rickshaw, or close it completely to protect from the rain,”
he said.

Darting from rickshaw to rickshaw lined up outside, the stockily
built Tamody recalled some drivers had even asked him to fix satel-
lite dishes to the canvas roofs so they can watch television as they
drive. There is another reason, Tamody said, that some drivers
plough their hard-won earnings into their rickshaws-despite many
not owning them. “They have to make it look nice for them to drive
in a good mood, even if it costs money,” he said, before turning his
attentions to another tuk-tuk.

The drivers work long hours in the dusty air and searing heat of
Khartoum, without any guarantee of a set wage. Still buzzing
around the city’s streets, reggae playing from a speaker in the back,
the Tiger said he has managed to make his work bearable. “Your
rickshaw is like your house,” he said. “If you treat your rickshaw like
your house, then you can work in comfort”. — AFP

Sudan’s hot-rod rickshaw 
men splash cash to win fares   

Rickshaws also known as
‘Tuk-tuk’ decorated with

trinkets driving in the
Sudanese capital,

Khartoum. — AFP photos
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SICILY’S WILD ZINGARO

NATURE RESERVE 

T
he Zingaro Nature Reserve is a wild and

rugged stretch of land that runs along the

coast of northwest Sicily. Mountains rise above

sandy beaches with views of the sea in two distinct

bands of color: translucent aqua in the shallow

waters near the shore, and a deep, dark blue

beyond. Cars are not allowed and neither are new

buildings. The park is dotted with old stone struc-

tures, and families who lived and farmed in the

area before the reserve was created in 1981 use

pack mules to bring goods in and out.

A cluster of build-
ings clings to the

coastline in the
Zingaro Nature

Reserve.
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Dramatic cliffs rise above sea at the Zingaro Nature Reserve.

A hiker walks along a trail at the Zingaro Nature Reserve.

Fog rolls out of the
mountains at the

Zingaro Nature
Reserve.

The park is located outside Castellammare
del Golfo, about an hour west of Palermo. My
partner and I drove there from our agritouris-
mo - a farm with guest rooms - through the
pretty little town of Scopello. We parked in a
lot just outside the reserve. A short tunnel
connects the parking lot to the trail, and when
you emerge, you just can’t believe how
instantly beautiful it is, requiring just the
smallest effort to see the stunning landscape.

The main trail splits into a few others, but
they’re well-marked. We kept it simple and
just stayed on the route that hugs the coast.
It’s a relatively easy trail with some ups and
downs, but no real climbing other than some
stairs. Now and then, a spur from the trail

heads down to several small, pretty beaches.
On our trip, at the end of May, the park

was quiet, with wildflowers everywhere. We
only occasionally met other people as we
walked. There was no shade on the trail at
midday, but the sea breeze kept us cool and
the air was fresh. We spent just a few hours at
Zingaro, but we hope to return on another
trip to spend a whole day, free of the motor-
ized world, watching the light change as the
day wears on and exploring this gem of a
place. — AP
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Japan launches free

Wi-Fi on Mount Fuji 

TOKYO: Climbers who reach the summit of Mount Fuji will
now be able to share their achievement via free Wi-Fi. A
Japanese mobile phone network says it began offering the
service yesterday at eight hotspots on Japanís most famous
mountain, including the 3,776-meter (12,389-foot) summit.

The initiative is aimed at attracting more overseas visitors
to Shizuoka and Yamanashi, the two states that are home to
Mount Fuji. From airports to subway and bus operators, Japan
has been expanding free Wi-Fi service ahead of the 2020
Tokyo Olympics. Users on Mount Fuji will need to enter a user
ID and password provided in fliers in English, Chinese and
Korean that will be distributed at some trailheads. NTT DOCO-
MO Inc will provide the service for 72 hours from the initial
log-in. — AP

NEW YORK: Microsoft will cut 7,800 jobs and take a $7.6 billion
impairment charge as it attempts to revive its flagging phone
hardware business. The new cuts come on top of the 18,000 jobs
that were trimmed last year and just over a year after the compa-
ny made an aggressive push into the smartphone market. The
company paid $7.3 billion for Nokia’s phone business in April
2014, seeking to push rapidly into the smartphone sphere as its
traditional software business slowed. Microsoft ultimately wanted
to build an ecosystem that created customers that were loyal to a
slew of its products, much as Apple and Google have done so
successfully.

But Microsoft’s Windows Phone system has gained little trac-
tion against Apple’s iPhone and Google’s Android system. Now

the company says it will write down more than the entire cost of
buying Nokia in the fourth quarter and also take a $750 million to
$850 million restructuring charge. “We are moving from a strate-
gy to grow a standalone phone business to a strategy to grow
and create a vibrant Windows ecosystem including our first-party
device family,” CEO Satya Nadella said in a printed statement.

The Nokia deal was made under Nadella’s predecessor Steve
Ballmer, who wanted Microsoft to make its own smartphones and
tablets. But Nadella has been moving away from this strategy in
order to focus on the company’s core software business and relat-
ed services. Last year, he announced a broad restructuring includ-
ing cutting the 18,000 jobs, the biggest round of layoffs in the
company’s history. About half of those, 12,500, were jobs associ-
ated with the Nokia unit.

He has also warned employees of the need to “make some
tough choices in areas where things are not working.” Other
recent moves include handing off some its digital advertising
business to AOL and selling its street-image mapping operation
to Uber.

FBR analyst Daniel Ives said the cuts will be painful, but are
necessary. “We believe Nadella’s proactive approach at cleaning
up the Nokia acquisition is a positive ‘tipping of the hand’ around
Microsoft’s future focus on software (versus hardware) as the
company heads into a pivotal year, with Windows 10 front and
center as a major product catalyst,” Ives said. Microsoft’s latest
operating system, Windows 10, is scheduled to be released on
July 29. Microsoft said it will give more details when it reports
fourth-quarter earnings on July 21. Shares rose 41 cents to $44.71
in morning trading. — AP

Carmakers to tech

partners: Keep your

hands off our data

SAN FRANCISCO/DETROIT: Carmakers are limiting the data they
share with technology partners Apple Inc and Google Inc
through new systems that link smartphones to vehicle infotain-
ment systems, defending access to information about what driv-
ers do in their cars. Auto companies hope that the vehicle data
will one day generate billions of dollars in e-commerce, though
they are just beginning to form strategies for monetizing the
information.  Apple and Google already make money from smart-
phone owners by providing a variety of products and services,
from digital music to targeted advertising, and connecting
phones to car systems will almost certainly extend their reach.

But as infotainment systems such as Apple’s CarPlay and
Google’s Android Auto become more widespread, auto compa-
nies hope to keep tech providers from gaining access to a
wealth of potentially profitable information collected by com-
puter systems in cars. Some auto companies have specifically
said they will not provide Apple and Google with data from the
vehicle’s functional systems - steering, brakes and throttle, for
instance - as well as information about range, a measure of how
far the car can travel before it runs out of gas. “We need to con-
trol access to that data,” said Don Butler, Ford Motor Co’s execu-
tive director of connected vehicle and services. “We need to pro-
tect our ability to create value” from new digital services built on
vehicle data.

High stakes
The stakes are potentially huge: General Motors Co told

investors earlier this year that it expects to realize an additional
$350 million in revenue over three years from the high-speed
data connections it is building into its cars. Consultant
AlixPartners estimates global revenues from digitally connected
cars will grow in value to $40 billion a year worldwide by 2018,
from $16 billion in 2013, and auto companies would like to hold
on to as much of that money as possible. “The risk is, if you give
up control and somebody else figures out that business model,
then you lose the future revenue stream,” said Friedmar Rumpel,
vice president in AlixPartners’ automotive practice.

Auto companies hope to profit from in-vehicle data in a vari-
ety of ways, including the provision of travel planning services
and auto repair and service information they hope will bring driv-
ers to dealerships. They also expect to work with insurance com-
panies, providing information that would allow insurers to base
their rates on a driver’s behavior behind the wheel. While many
automakers have signed up to use CarPlay and Android Auto,
systems designed to make it easier and safer for drivers to use the
apps and features on their smartphones while driving, some car
companies also have designed their own systems.

Ford is installing a proprietary system, Sync 3, in its cars that is
designed to work with and supplement CarPlay and Android
Auto. Volkswagen AG’s Audi subsidiary is hoping to develop and
license its own brand-specific apps, while attracting third-party
programmers to create and customize car-specific apps, accord-
ing to Mathias Halliger, Audi’s senior systems architect for con-
nected vehicle technologies. “This enables a business model that
completely belongs to the carmaker,” Halliger said. Still to be
answered, however, are questions concerning how comfortable
consumers will be with sharing their personal information from
the vehicle. In addition, state and federal regulators could impose
limits on data-gathering and sharing.—Reuters

FUJINOMIYA: Climbers make their way as a route to climb Mount Fuji on the Shizuoka prefecture side opened for climb-
ing season. — AP

Microsoft cuts 7,800

jobs as phone sales flag 

FINLAND: A worker walks outside Microsoft’s Finnish headquarters in Espoo.

WASHINGTON: The Microsoft Corp logo outside the
Microsoft Visitor Center. — AP photos



T E C H N O L O G Y
SATURDAY, JULY 11, 2015

Facebook makes it 

easier to Tweak what

you see in your feed

NEW YORK: New tools will help you weed through the clutter of
boring, unwanted information, often from long-forgotten
acquaintances, and surface the gems from close friends and
interesting pages. Facebook wants you to see more of what you
want to see. New tools will help you weed through the clutter of
boring, unwanted information, often from long-forgotten
acquaintances, and surface the gems from close friends and
interesting pages. Youíll now be able to choose the friends and
pages you want to see on your news feed first. To do this, go to
the friendís profile. Click on the box that says ìfollowingî and
select ìsee first.î Facebookís computer software uses a wide range
of information you provide to decide what to show. This includes
what friends you interact with and how often, or whether you
tend to like photos, videos or text updates more. 

In announcing the new tools Thursday, Facebook acknowl-
edged that its automated system isnít perfect, so it wants to give
users a way to set their own preferences. In addition to selecting
who or what page you will see first, youíll still to be able to ìunfol-
lowî friends so you wonít see them at all. This option has been
available before to people who donít want to take drastic step of
unfriending someone but would rather not read about their lives.
For the rest, though, Facebook will continue to use its software to
choose what to show you. So unless you want to see someoneís
posts all the time or not at all, youíre stuck with what youíve got.
The update is available Thursday on iPhones and iPads and is
being rolled out in the coming weeks to Android phones and
personal computers. — AP

SAN FRANCISCO: Technology has become so indispensable
that when it breaks down, people’s lives go haywire, too.
Computer outages at United Airlines, the New York Stock
Exchange and The Wall Street Journal on Wednesday deliv-
ered a reminder about our growing dependence on intercon-
nected networks to get through each day. For the most part,
technology has worked smoothly while hatching innovations
and conveniences that have made our lives easier and our
jobs more productive. Computers, though, could bring more
frequent headaches as they link together with billions of other
electronic devices and household appliances- a phenomenon
that has become known as the “Internet of things.”

This technological daisy chain will increase the complexity
of the systems and raise the risks of massive breakdowns,
either through an inadvertent glitch or a malicious attack.
“The problem is humans can’t keep up with all the technology
they have created,” said Avivah Litan, an analyst at Gartner.
“It’s becoming unmanageable by the human brain. Our best
hope may be that computers eventually will become smart
enough to maintain themselves.”

Technology already is controlling critical systems such as
airline routes, electricity grids, financial markets, military
weapons, commuter trains, street traffic lights and our lines of
communications. Now, computers are taking other aspects of
our lives as we depend on smartphones to wake us up in the
morning before an app turns on the coffee pot in the kitchen
for a caffeine fix that can be enjoyed in a the comfort of a
home kept at an ideal temperature by an Internet-connected
thermostat designed to learn the occupant’s preferences.

Prevent hackers
Within the next few years, we may even be unlocking our

doors with high-tech watches after being chauffeured home in
robotic cars. Technology’s relentless march demands better
security measures to prevent hackers from breaking into sys-
tem and more rigid programming standards to reduce the
chances of crippling outages, said Lillian Ablon, a technology
researcher for the Rand Corp.

“Instead of just letting the technology rush ahead of us and
then trying to catch up in terms of privacy and security, we
should be baking those things into the systems from the start,”
she said. “We need to be a little smarter on how we are coding
things.” The sequence of Wednesday’s outages appears to
have been a fluke. Sabotage isn’t suspected, FBI Director James
Comey said during an appearance before Congress.

But a domino effect may have contributed to The Wall
Street Journal’s outage. Comey believes the newspaper’s
website buckled after the New York Stock Exchange’s prob-
lems caused alarmed investors looking for information to
swamp the Journal’s website. The length of Wednesday’s out-
ages also is disconcerting, Gartner’s Litan said. It took the
New York Stock Exchange more than three-and-half hours to
resume trading, slowing Wall Street’s usually furious pace. A
“router issue” at United Airlines grounded its planes for nearly
two hours, leading to 800 flight delays and 60 cancellations.
“Everyone needs to assume technology is going to go down
sometimes, but you should be resilient enough to quickly
recover from the outage within a half hour, if not a few min-
utes,” Litan said. — AP

CALAIS: Airbus flew its electric plane across the English
Channel for the first time yesterday - hours after an inde-
pendent French pilot made a similar voyage, beating the
aeronautics giant in this symbolically important step toward
making electronic flight viable in the long term. Several
companies in different countries are developing electric
planes, in hopes of offering a fuel-free flight alternative for
the future - and the battle to perform world “firsts” in elec-
tric planes is heating up as the technology becomes more
durable. Amid fanfare, European planemaker Airbus flew its
E-fan plane from Lydd, England, to the French port of Calais
on Friday morning. The plane operates exclusively on bat-
teries, and since there’s no oil or water, the 20-foot long,
1300-pound jet releases zero emissions.

About 12 hours before Airbus’ Channel flight, French
pilot Hugues Duval took his two-engine, one-seat Cricri
plane from Calais to Dover and back. Because he lacked
authorization to take off from Calais, another fuel-driven
plane towed his 100-kilogram (220-pound) Cricri for the
start of the trip, he told The Associated Press. Then he flew
autonomously back to Calais and landed safely. He said he
reached a speed of 150 kilometers (90 miles) an hour on his
52-kilometer (31-mile) journey.

Important moment
Duval said that his successful flight was a “relief” and an

“important moment” after years of fine-tuning the plane
and flying it over land. Airbus officials gathered in Calais to
celebrate the landing of the E-fan would not comment on
Duval’s trip. The E-fan took its maiden voyage in March
2014, and has taken off 100 times since its latest flight at
the Paris Air Show last month. Airbus aims to put the two-
seater on the market in 2017, targeting sales at training
facilities for entry-level pilots.

“It’s a great victory, but it’s also a start. For us it’s an
adventure that permits us” to imagine commercial flight on
electric or hybrid planes, said pilot Didier Esteyne, who flew
the Airbus plane Friday. “It’s really the beginning of great
innovations.” The choice of flight path was not coinciden-
tal: In 1909, French pilot Louis Bleriot was the first person
to fly a plane across the English Channel.

Safety was of secondary priority for Bleriot - he was con-
centrated on winning 1,000 pounds in prize money from
the British Daily Mail newspaper by performing the feat first.
For Airbus’ flight Friday, security professionals were out in

full force, with helicopters and rescue speed boats trailing
the E-fan. Electric flight is a nascent sector of the aviation
industry, so safety regulations are still in development. 

Aiming bigger
Airbus and the French civil aviation authorities worked

together to create a test flight program for the jets. While
the E-fan only seats two for now, the aircraft manufacturer
is aiming bigger down the line. Chief Technical Officer Jean
Botti told The Associated Press at the Paris Air Show last
month, “Our objective here is to make a hybrid-electric
hundred seater for the future,” calling it an ambition Airbus
could realize in the next 15 years. 

Slovenian company Pipistrel was also hoping to send its
electric plane across the Channel this week. But engine-
maker Siemens blocked the trip at the last minute, saying
the motor didn’t have authorization to fly over water,
Pipistrel general manager Ivo Boscarol told The AP.
Boscarol said he felt his plane was ready for the journey
and estimated that about 10 other electric planes currently
in development are also capable of making the flight. He
said he hopes to continue working with Siemens in the
future to develop the plane. He compared this week’s
flights to those of Bleriot 106 years ago, saying “the
Channel, in aviation, has a special place. It’s kind of reli-
gious.”— AP

Deepening dependency on 

technology raises risk of breakdowns

‘Humans can’t keep up with all the technology they have created’

First electric planes fly over English Channel

FRANCE: French pilot Didier Esteyne lands after crossing the Channel with his European planemaker Airbus E-Fan proto-
typ, at the Calais Airport. — AP
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00:00 Doctors
00:30 Casualty
01:20 Orphan Black
02:05 Orphan Black
02:50 Dead Boss
03:20 Lark Rise To Candleford
04:15 The Weakest Link
05:00 The Green Balloon Club
05:25 Mr Bloom’s Nursery
05:45 Show Me Show Me
06:05 Nuzzle & Scratch: Frock n Roll
06:25 The Green Balloon Club
06:45 Mr Bloom’s Nursery
07:10 The Weakest Link
08:00 Doctors
08:30 Doctors
09:00 Doctors
09:25 Doctors
09:55 Doctors
10:25 Doctor Who
11:20 Doctor Who Confidential
11:35 Monty Halls’ Island Escapes
12:30 Hotel Secrets With Richard E
Grant
13:20 Casualty
14:10 Eastenders
14:40 Eastenders
15:10 Eastenders
15:40 Eastenders
16:10 The Weakest Link
16:55 Doctor Who Confidential
17:10 My Hero
17:40 Monty Halls’ Island Escapes
18:30 Hotel Secrets With Richard E
Grant
19:15 Doctor Who
20:00 Alan Carr: Chatty Man
21:30 Alan Partridge’s Mid-Morning
Matters
21:55 Live At The Apollo
22:40 Ideal
23:10 My Hero
23:40 The Weakest Link

ANCHORMAN 2- THE LEGEND CONTINUES ON OSN MOVIES HD

00:00 Kirstie Allsopp’s Home Style
00:50 Masterchef: The Professionals
01:15 Masterchef: The Professionals
01:40 Nigel Slater’s Simple Cooking
02:05 Bargain Hunt
03:00 DIY SOS: The Big Build
03:50 Nigel Slater’s Simple Cooking
04:15 Chefs: Put Your Menu Where
Your Mouth Is
05:00 Come Dine With Me
05:25 Kirstie Allsopp’s Home Style
06:15 Chefs: Put Your Menu Where
Your Mouth Is
07:00 Masterchef: The Professionals
07:25 DIY SOS: The Big Build
08:15 Masterchef: The Professionals
09:10 Masterchef: The Professionals
10:00 Masterchef: The Professionals
10:55 Chefs: Put Your Menu Where
Your Mouth Is
11:40 Come Dine With Me
12:05 Come Dine With Me
12:30 Come Dine With Me
12:55 Come Dine With Me
13:20 Come Dine With Me
13:45 DIY SOS: The Big Build
14:35 Fantasy Homes By The Sea
15:20 Nigel Slater’s Simple Cooking
15:45 Masterchef: The Professionals
16:10 Nigel Slater’s Dish Of The Day
16:35 Bargain Hunt
17:30 Come Dine With Me: South
Africa
18:20 Extreme Makeover: Home
Edition Specials
19:40 Fantasy Homes By The Sea
20:25 Masterchef: The Professionals
20:50 Masterchef: The Professionals
21:45 Masterchef: The Professionals
22:35 Masterchef: The Professionals
23:30 MasterChef

00:20 Fast N’ Loud
01:10 Fast N’ Loud
02:00 Extreme Car Hoarders
02:50 Fat N’ Furious: Rolling Thunder
03:40 The Liquidator
04:05 Storage Wars Canada
04:30 Auction Hunters
05:00 How It’s Made: Dream Cars
05:30 How Do They Do It?
06:00 Close-Up Kings
06:50 Unchained Reaction
07:40 The Carbonaro Effect

08:05 Magic Of Science
08:30 Walking The Nile
09:20 Dive Wars Australia
10:10 Dual Survival
11:00 Fat N’ Furious: Rolling Thunder
16:00 Ice Cold Gold
16:50 Ice Cold Gold
17:40 X-Ray Mega Airport
18:30 Walking The Nile
19:20 Dive Wars Australia
20:10 Alaskan Bush People
21:00 Alaska: Battle On The Bay
21:50 Storage Wars Canada
22:15 Storage Wars Canada
22:40 Storage Wars Canada
23:05 King Of Thrones
23:55 Insane Pools: Off The Deep End

00:50 Sabrina: Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
01:15 Sabrina: Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
01:40 Wolfblood
02:05 Wolfblood
02:30 Violetta
03:20 Sabrina: Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
03:45 Sabrina: Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
04:10 Wolfblood
04:35 Wolfblood
05:00 Violetta
05:50 Mouk
06:00 Mako Mermaids
06:25 Hank Zipzer
06:50 The Next Step
07:15 H2O: Just Add Water
07:40 Suite Life On Deck
09:45 Girl Meets World
10:10 Good Luck Charlie
10:35 Enchanted
12:15 Jessie
12:40 Dog With A Blog
13:05 Austin & Ally
13:30 I Didn’t Do It
13:55 Liv And Maddie
14:25 H2O: Just Add Water
14:55 Lolirock
15:25 Austin & Ally
16:00 Jessie
16:30 Jessie
17:00 Liv And Maddie
17:25 Mako Mermaids
17:50 Dog With A Blog
18:15 I Didn’t Do It
18:40 Girl Meets World
19:05 The Next Step
19:30 H2O: Just Add Water
21:10 Good Luck Charlie
21:35 Wizards Of Waverly Place
22:00 Wizards Of Waverly Place

22:25 Sabrina: Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
23:10 Wolfblood

00:00 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
00:55 Extreme Close-Up
01:25 THS
02:20 E! News
03:15 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
04:10 E!ES
06:00 Kourtney And Kim Take Miami
06:55 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
07:50 Style Star
08:20 E! News
09:15 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
11:10 E!ES
12:05 E! News
13:05 New Money
13:35 New Money
14:05 Christina Milian Turned Up
15:00 Fashion Bloggers
15:30 Fashion Bloggers
16:00 House Of DVF
17:00 House Of DVF
18:00 E! News
19:00 The E! True Hollywood Story
20:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
21:00 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
22:00 E! News
23:00 The Soup
23:30 The Grace Helbig Show

00:00 Chopped
01:00 Siba’s Table
01:30 Siba’s Table: Fast Feasts
02:00 Chopped South Africa
03:00 Man Fire Food
04:00 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
05:00 Chopped
06:00 Andy Bates American Street
Feasts
07:00 Man Fire Food
08:00 Chopped
09:00 The Big Eat...
10:00 The Kitchen
12:00 The Pioneer Woman
13:00 Guy’s Big Bite
13:30 Guy’s Big Bite
14:00 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
17:00 Chopped
18:00 Siba’s Table
19:00 Man Fire Food
20:00 Chopped South Africa
21:00 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives

21:30 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
22:00 Roadtrip With G. Garvin
23:00 Mystery Diners

00:35 The Chase
01:30 James Nesbitt’s Ireland
02:00 Who’s Doing The Dishes?
02:55 Emmerdale
05:15 Coronation Street
07:15 Paddock To Plate
08:10 Agatha Christie’s Marple
09:50 Come Date With Me Australia
11:35 Big Star’s Little Star
12:25 The Chase
14:05 Peter Andre’s 60 Minute
Makeover
15:00 Safe House
15:55 Cilla
16:45 Black Work
17:35 Hiding
18:30 James Nesbitt’s Ireland
19:00 Cilla
19:55 Black Work
20:50 Agatha Christie’s Marple
22:30 James Nesbitt’s Ireland
23:00 Coronation Street

00:30 The Daily Show With Jon
Stewart
01:00 The Nightly Show With Larry
Wilmore
01:30 Modern Family
02:00 Black-Ish
02:30 Parks And Recreation
03:00 Cristela
03:30 New Girl
04:00 Hot In Cleveland
04:30 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
05:30 My Name Is Earl
06:00 My Boys
06:30 Community
07:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
08:00 Hot In Cleveland
08:30 My Name Is Earl
09:00 Cristela
09:30 Two And A Half Men
10:00 Fresh Off The Boat
10:30 Community
11:00 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
12:00 My Boys
12:30 Hot In Cleveland
13:00 My Name Is Earl
13:30 Community
14:00 New Girl
14:30 Two And A Half Men
15:00 Fresh Off The Boat
15:30 The Daily Show With Jon
Stewart
16:00 The Nightly Show With Larry
Wilmore
16:30 My Boys
17:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
18:00 Cristela
18:30 New Girl
19:00 Your Family Or Mine
19:30 The Mindy Project
20:00 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
21:00 The Daily Show Global Edition
21:30 The Nightly Show Global
Edition
22:00 Saturday Night Live
23:00 Parks And Recreation
23:30 Late Night With Seth Meyers

09:00 The Astronaut Wives Club
10:00 Drop Dead Diva
11:00 Sleepy Hollow
13:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
14:00 Marvel’s Agents Of S.H.I.E.L.D.
15:00 Red Band Society
17:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
18:00 Marvel’s Agents Of S.H.I.E.L.D.
19:00 C.S.I.
20:00 Witches Of East End
21:00 Supernatural
22:00 Devious Maids
23:00 Once Upon A Time

01:00 Good Morning America
03:00 Castle
05:00 Good Morning America
08:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
09:00 Prison Break
11:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
12:00 Marvel’s Agent Carter
13:00 Grey’s Anatomy
15:00 Live Good Morning America
16:00 Prison Break
17:00 Marvel’s Agent Carter
18:00 Grey’s Anatomy
19:00 Prison Break
20:00 Marvel’s Agent Carter
21:00 Grey’s Anatomy
22:00 Castle
23:00 The Voice

00:00 The Wicked Within
02:00 Outpost: Rise Of The Spetsnaz
04:00 Prisoners Of The Sun
06:00 Empire State
08:00 Rage
10:00 Kill Em All
12:00 Empire State
14:00 Street Fighter
16:00 Rage
18:00 Red Sky
20:00 Kill Em All
22:00 Mercenaries

00:00 Outpost: Rise Of The
Spetsnaz-PG15
02:00 Prisoners Of The Sun-PG15
04:00 Empire State-PG15
06:00 Rage-PG15
08:00 Kill Em All-PG15
10:00 Empire State-PG15
12:00 Street Fighter-PG15
14:00 Rage-PG15
16:00 Red Sky-PG15
18:00 Kill Em All-PG15
20:00 Mercenaries-PG15
22:00 Pacific Rim-PG15

00:00 Dead End Express
01:00 Live Free Or Die
02:00 Banged Up Abroad
03:00 Naked Science
04:00 Bid & Destroy
04:30 Bid & Destroy
05:00 Big, Bigger, Biggest
06:00 80s: The Decade That Made Us
07:00 The Known Universe
08:00 Dead End Express
09:00 Live Free Or Die
10:00 Banged Up Abroad
11:00 Cesar To The Rescue
12:00 Crowd Control
12:30 Crowd Control
13:00 Ultimate Survival Alaska
14:00 Breakout
15:00 Ancient Secrets: Mystery Of
The Silver Pharaoh
16:00 Inside
17:00 Mega Factories
18:00 Star Talk
19:00 Ancient Secrets: Mystery Of
The Silver Pharaoh
20:00 Inside
21:00 Mega Factories
22:00 Star Talk
23:00 Cesar To The Rescue

00:00 Red Band Society
01:00 Sleepy Hollow
02:00 Downton Abbey
03:00 Once Upon A Time
04:00 Drop Dead Diva
05:00 The Astronaut Wives Club
06:00 Red Band Society
07:00 Once Upon A Time
08:00 Marvel’s Agents Of S.H.I.E.L.D.

00:00 Mafia!
02:00 The Last Shot
04:00 Imogene
06:00 Until She Came Along
08:00 The Life Aquatic With Steve
Zissou
10:00 Mafia!
12:00 Until She Came Along
14:00 The Last Shot
16:00 The Life Aquatic With Steve
Zissou
18:00 Foodfight!
20:00 Raising Helen
22:00 Stephen Merchant: Hello
Ladies Live

01:00 Robot & Frank-PG15
03:00 The Trouble With Bliss-PG15
05:00 Seven Days In Utopia-PG15
07:00 10 Years-PG15
09:00 Won’t Back Down-PG15
11:00 Seven Days In Utopia-PG15
13:00 Little Red-PG15
15:00 Stolen Child-PG15
17:00 Won’t Back Down-PG15
19:00 My Last Day Without You-
PG15
21:00 Fruitvale Station-PG15
23:00 The Trials Of Cate McCall-
PG15
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EMPIRE STATE ON OSN MOVIES  ACTION HD

01:00 Unstrung Heroes
02:45 The Portrait Of A Lady
05:15 1911
07:00 There Be Dragons
08:45 Up Close And Personal
11:00 The Portrait Of A Lady
13:30 1911
15:15 Grand Piano
16:45 Up Close And Personal
19:00 Collaborator
21:00 The Boxer
23:00 Blue Ruin

01:00 St. Vincent-PG15
03:00 Playing For Keeps-PG15
05:00 Percy Jackson: Sea Of
Monsters-PG
07:00 Planes: Fire And Rescue-PG
09:00 The Love Punch-PG15
11:00 The Monuments Men-PG15
13:00 Upside Down-PG15
15:00 The Amazing Spider-Man 2
17:30 The Love Punch-PG15
19:15 Anchorman 2: The Legend
Continues-PG15
21:15 The Grand Budapest Hotel
23:00 Baggage Claim-PG15

01:30 A Turtle’s Tale 2: Sammy’s
Escape From Paradise
03:15 The Adventures Of Rocky And
Bullwinkle
05:00 Sir Billi
06:30 Dragon Guardians
08:00 Luke And Lucy: The Texas
Rangers
09:45 Daddy I’m A Zombie
11:15 Speed Racer
13:30 The Adventures Of Rocky And
Bullwinkle
15:15 Goat Story 2
16:45 The Nut Job
18:30 Daddy I’m A Zombie
20:00 The Olsen Gang In Deep
Trouble
22:00 Goat Story 2
23:30 The Nut Job

01:00 ICC WT20 Qualifier H/L :UAE v
AFG
02:00 1st ODI H/L : BAN v SA
03:00 Live Caribbean Premier
League : St Kitts v St Lucia

00:00 American Pickers
01:00 Shipping Wars
02:00 Pawn Stars
03:00 American Pickers
04:00 The Curse Of Oak Island
05:00 American Pickers
06:00 American Restoration
07:00 Duck Dynasty
10:00 Alone
11:00 Alaska Off-Road Warriors
12:00 The Legend Of Shelby The
Swamp Man
13:00 American Restoration
14:00 Counting Cars
16:00 Pawn Stars
19:00 Alaska Off-Road Warriors
20:00 Ice Road Truckers
21:00 Big Rig Bounty Hunters
22:00 Counting Cars
23:00 Pawn Stars

19:20 Say Yes To The Dress
21:00 Oprah Presents: Master Class
22:40 Extreme Cheapskates
23:05 90 Days To Wed

03:20 Total Drama: All Stars
03:42 Total Drama: All Stars
04:05 Ninjago: Masters Of
Spinjitzu
04:28 Ninjago: Masters Of
Spinjitzu
04:50 Teen Titans Go!
05:00 Teen Titans Go!
05:10 Grojband
05:35 Grojband
06:00 Clarence
06:20 Ben 10: Omniverse
06:40 Ben 10: Omniverse
07:00 Ninjago: Masters Of
Spinjitzu
07:25 Transformers: Robots In
Disguise
07:45 Matt Hatter New
08:10 Teen Titans Go!
08:55 The Amazing World Of
Gumball
09:06 The Amazing World Of
Gumball
09:15 Johnny Test
10:00 Adventure Time
10:45 Steven Universe
11:10 Regular Show
11:55 Uncle Grandpa
12:06 Uncle Grandpa
12:17 Uncle Grandpa
12:28 Uncle Grandpa
12:40 Ninjago: Masters Of
Spinjitzu
13:00 Ninjago: Masters Of
Spinjitzu
13:25 Transformers: Robots In
Disguise
13:45 Matt Hatter New
14:10 Teen Titans Go!
14:30 Ben 10
14:55 Ben 10
15:15 Adventure Time

15:40 The Amazing World Of
Gumball
16:25 Clarence
17:10 Steven Universe
17:22 Steven Universe
17:30 Incredible Crew
17:55 Teen Titans Go!
18:40 The Amazing World Of
Gumball
19:25 Adventure Time
20:10 Regular Show
20:55 Teen Titans Go!
21:15 Transformers: Robots In
Disguise
21:40 Adventure Time
21:51 Adventure Time
22:02 Adventure Time
22:13 Adventure Time
22:25 Johnny Test
23:10 Regular Show
23:55 Total Drama: Pahkitew
Island
00:20 Total Drama: Pahkitew
Island
00:40 Grojband
01:05 Grojband
01:25 Teen Titans Go!
01:50 Regular Show
02:35 Johnny Test

00:45 Return To Amish
01:35 My 600lb Life
02:25 Nine Months Later
03:15 Obsessive Compulsive
Cleaners
04:05 Ballroom Blitz
05:00 Ballroom Blitz
06:00 Say Yes To The Dress
06:25 Toddlers & Tiaras
08:05 Cake Boss
09:45 Your Style In His Hands
10:35 Love, Lust Or Run
11:25 Say Yes To The Dress
14:20 Oprah’s Next Chapter
15:10 Cake Boss
17:15 Love, Lust Or Run
18:05 Oprah Presents: Master Class
18:55 Say Yes To The Dress

03:10 Henry Hugglemonster
03:20 Calimero
03:35 Zou
03:45 Loopdidoo
04:00 Art Attack
04:25 Henry Hugglemonster
04:35 Calimero
04:50 Zou
05:00 Loopdidoo
05:15 Art Attack
05:35 Henry Hugglemonster
05:50 Calimero
06:00 Zou
06:15 Loopdidoo
06:25 Limon And Oli
06:35 Art Attack
07:00 Calimero
07:10 Zou
07:25 Nina Needs To Go

07:30 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
07:55 Sofia The First
08:20 Doc McStuffins
08:45 Loopdidoo
08:55 Limon And Oli
09:05 Sheriff Callie’s Wild West
09:30 Minnie’s Bow-Toons
09:35 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
10:00 Sofia The First
10:25 Nina Needs To Go
10:30 Jake And The Neverland
Pirates
10:55 Runaway Shuffle/Surfin’ The
Whirlpool
11:20 Doc McStuffins
11:45 Henry Hugglemonster
12:15 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
12:35 Sheriff Callie’s Wild West
13:00 Runaway Shuffle/Surfin’ The
Whirlpool
13:25 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
13:50 Runaway Shuffle/Surfin’ The
Whirlpool
14:15 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
14:40 Miles From Tomorrow
14:50 Doc McStuffins
15:15 Sofia The First
15:40 Minnie’s Bow Toons
15:45 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
16:10 Lilo & Stitch
16:35 Adventures Of The Gummi
Bears
17:00 Chip n Dale Rescue Rangers
17:25 Ducktales
17:50 Jake And The Neverland
Pirates
18:00 Runaway Shuffle/Surfin’ The
Whirlpool
18:25 Messages From Miles
18:30 Sofia The First
18:55 Nina Needs To Go
19:00 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
19:30 Loopdidoo
19:45 Doc McStuffins
20:00 Adventures Of The Gummi
Bears
20:30 Sofia The First
20:55 Cars Toons
21:00 Chip n Dale Rescue Rangers

00:45 High Moon-PG15
02:15 Hellboy: Blood & Iron-PG
04:00 The Hobbit: The Desolation Of
Smaug-PG
07:00 Muppets Most Wanted-PG
09:00 Run For Your Wife-PG15
11:00 Hellboy: Sword Of Storms-PG
12:30 The Hobbit: The Desolation Of
Smaug-PG
15:30 Run For Your Wife-PG15
17:30 The Fault In Our Stars-PG15
19:45 The Book Thief-PG15
22:00 Evidence-PG15

02:30 Super League
10:00 NRL Full Time
10:30 Live NRL Premiership
12:30 Live NRL Premiership
14:30 Champions Tour 
16:30 Live PGA European Tour
21:30 This Is PGA Tour Canada
22:00 AFL Premiership 

00:00 PGA European Tour 
11:30 WEB.Com Tour 
20:00 Live Ladies US. Open Golf 

10:30 Caribbean Premier League
H/L: St Kitts v St Lucia
11:30 Natwest T20 Blast H/L: Kent v
Somerset
12:30 ICC Cricket 360, Episode 27
13:00 Live The Ashes: ENG v AUS,
1st Test, Day 4

06:00 The 7D
06:10 Randy Cunningham: 9th
Grade Ninja
06:35 Mini Ninjas
07:00 Phineas And Ferb
07:25 Boyster
07:50 Supa Strikas
08:15 Supa Strikas
08:40 Mighty Med
09:05 Lab Rats
09:30 Kickin’ It
10:00 Kickin’ It
10:25 Kickin’ It
10:50 Kickin’ It
11:15 Kickin’ It
11:45 Kickin’ It
12:10 Kirby Buckets
12:35 The 7D
13:00 Meet The Robinsons
14:30 The 7D
14:45 U.F.O.
14:50 Phineas And Ferb
15:15 Phineas And Ferb
15:40 Supa Strikas
16:10 Supa Strikas
16:35 Kickin’ It
17:00 Meet The Robinsons
18:30 The 7D
18:45 Lab Rats
19:10 Phineas And Ferb
19:40 The 7D
20:05 Ultimate Spider-Man
20:35 Pair Of Kings

21:25 Ducktales
21:50 Lilo & Stitch
22:15 Zou
22:30 Art Attack
22:55 Limon And Oli
23:05 Henry Hugglemonster
23:20 Calimero
23:35 Zou
23:50 Loopdidoo
00:05 Art Attack
00:30 Henry Hugglemonster
00:45 Calimero
01:00 Zou
01:15 Loopdidoo
01:30 Art Attack
01:55 Henry Hugglemonster
02:05 Calimero
02:20 Zou
02:30 Loopdidoo
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The Commercial Bank of Kuwait (CBK) sponsored the 2nd annual Ramadan futsal tournament of the Finance Ministry’s labor union, which concluded recently at Al-
Nasr Sports Club’s arena.

The Kuwait Science Club recently organized an Omrah trip for 40 staff members as part of its activities during the holy month of Ramadan.

The history section at Kuwait University’s College of Arts hosted a seminar recently titled ‘National Unity throughout Kuwait’s History,’ which discussed examples of
national unity shown since the 1921 Battle of Jahra, through 1990/91 Iraqi Invasion.

Padam 2015 Abassiya 

Zone begins

K
uwait City MarThoma Yuvajana Sakhyam free Malayalam Class
‘Padam 2015,’ conducted in Abassiya Zone was inaugurated by Rev
Sunil John, Vicar - St Johns MarThoma Church. Rev Sam Koshy T,

Vicar - Kuwait City MarThoma Church presided the meeting. The Meeting
started with the opening prayer by Jojo John. Parimanam Manoj, Vice
President, welcomed all. Anish Thomas, Secretary, proposed vote of
thanks. Robin Jacob, Convener Abassiya Zone, presented detailed infor-
mation on the Malayalam Class. The meeting ended with the closing
prayer by Blesson Varghese. Anand Abraham compered the program.
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A General Traffic Department delegation paid visits recently to orphanages and nursing homes, where they distributed ‘gergean’ and gifts to children and sen-
ior citizens.

Farwaniya Traffic Department officers recently visited the Hamra Mall in Farwaniya as well as the Avenues Mall, where they distributed ‘gergean’ to children.
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SAFED: An Israeli woman works on the marijuana plants at Tikkun Olam greenhouse, near the northern
Israeli city of Safed, where the company grows medical cannabis. —AFP

USULUTAN: Two kids play on a swing, in Usulutan,
110 km south of San Salvador on July 08, 2015.
Government authorities estimate that more than
40,000 farmers —mostly maize growers— have
been affected by the drought. —AFP 

WARSAW:  Nearly 70 percent of Poles
favor the legalization of medical mari-
juana, according to the first survey of
its kind in the central European country
published yesterday. It comes after
draft legislation on the legalization of
cannabis for medical use was submit-
ted to parliament ahead of a general
election slated for the autumn.

A total 68 percent of Poles said they
wanted medical marijuana to be legal,
according to the survey by the inde-
pendent PBS agency conducted July 3-
5 on a random representative sample
of 1,000 adults. Of those surveyed, 42
percent insisted it be accessible only
via a doctor’s prescription, while 26
percent favored unfettered access for
anyone wanting to use it as medicine. 

Right to healthcare 
Eighteen percent wanted marijuana

in all its forms to remain illegal, while
14 percent said they had no opinion
on the matter.  Sixty-eight percent
also said that denying patients access
to medical marijuana was “cruel” and
violated their right to access health-
care, while 70 percent said that since
“harmful alcohol” is legal, they saw no
reason why medical cannabis should
be banned.  Whi le  opponents  c i te
studies pointing to marijuana as caus-
ing lung cancer or psychosis, advo-
cates contend the plant has a range of
medical applications including pain
relief and seizure management.

Medical marijuana hit the headlines
in Poland earlier this year after a doc-

tor at a leading children’s hospital
imported it from the Netherlands to
treat a child suffering from life-threat-
ening seizures after  conventional
treatments failed. The child recovered.
There has also been public outcry after
charges were pressed against a med-
ical marijuana activist who supplied
patients with cannabis oil using it to
treat various symptoms. 

In  Europe,  the Czech Republ ic ,
Finland, the Netherlands, Portugal and
Spain have legalized medical marijua-
na. In the United States, 23 states and
the capital, Washington, have laws
that allow medical use of cannabis.
Uruguay in 2013 became the world’s
first country to fully legalize marijua-
na. —AFP

Philippines’ MERS 
patient virus free

MANILA: A 36-year-old foreigner who tested positive for
MERS after arriving in the Philippines from the Middle East
is now free of the virus and will leave the hospital this
weekend, officials said yesterday. Department of Health
spokesman Lyndon Lee Suy said the foreigner’s close con-
tact, a Filipino woman, is also well but will remain hospi-
talized until she completes a 14-day quarantine period on
July 18.

Passengers seated near the foreigner on his flight were
traced and none manifested any symptoms, Lee Suy
added. They are among 112 contacts of the foreigner who
have been traced and are being monitored daily by health
authorities until they complete the 14-day period. Lee Suy
said two laboratory tests conducted on the foreigner with-
in 48 hours were negative for the virus, leading authorities
to conclude that he “is free of the virus and would not be
able to infect others as well.”

Officials have not disclosed the nationality of the
patient, who arrived in the Philippines on June 19 from
Saudi Arabia but also stayed in Dubai. He left on a second
trip before exhibiting any symptoms and returned to the
Philippines, said the officials, who did not disclose where
he went. The patient developed a fever and cough on
June 30, sought medical care on July 2, tested positive for
the MERS virus on July 4 and was transferred to the gov-
ernment’s Research Institute for Tropical Medicine, offi-
cials said.

Julie Hall, country representative for the World Health
Organization, praised the government’s “rapid, strong
response” to the case. In February, a Filipino nurse tested
positive for MERS after arriving home from Saudi Arabia.
She was cleared of the virus the same month. MERS has
killed 36 people in South Korea, where 186 cases have been
confirmed, according to the Health Ministry. It is the biggest
outbreak outside the Middle East region, where the virus
was first seen in 2012 in Saudi Arabia. Typical symptoms
include fever, cough and shortness of breath, and some-
times pneumonia and diarrhea. About 36 percent of report-
ed patients have died, according to WHO. —AP

Majority of Poles want 
legal medical marijuana
Plant has a range of medical applications

PARIS: People who suffer from psychosis are about three times more likely
to be smokers, but scientists have long scratched their heads over which
one leads to the other. Yesterday, research published in The Lancet
Psychiatry suggested daily tobacco use, already known to cause cancer and
stroke, may be also be a contributor to mental illness-not necessarily result
of it.

Analyzing data from 61 studies conducted around the world between
1980 and 2014, a team found that 57 percent of people first diagnosed with
psychosis were smokers. The studies contained data on nearly 15,000 smok-
ers and 273,000 non-smokers, some of whom were diagnosed with psy-
chotic illnesses like schizophrenia.

“People with first episodes of psychosis were three times more likely to
be smokers,” said a statement from King’s College London’s Department of
Psychosis Studies, which took part in the meta-analysis. “The researchers
also found that daily smokers developed psychotic illness around a year ear-
lier than non-smokers.” It has long been hypothesized that higher smoking
rates among psychosis sufferers could be explained by people seeking

relief from boredom or distress, or self-medicating against the symptoms or
side-effects of antipsychotic medication.

But if this were so, researchers would expect smoking rates to increase
only after people had developed psychosis. “These findings call into ques-
tion the self-medication hypothesis by suggesting that smoking may have a
causal role in psychosis,” said the statement. The team stressed they had
not conclusively proven that smoking causes psychosis, saying further
research must be done. But the results did suggest that smoking “should be
taken seriously as a possible risk factor for developing psychosis and not dis-
missed simply as a consequence of the illness,” they wrote.

The researchers theorized that changes in the brain’s dopamine system
may explain the association. Dopamine is a chemical messenger that helps
control the brain’s reward and pleasure centers. “Excess dopamine is the
best biological explanation we have for psychotic illnesses such as schizo-
phrenia,” said King’s College psychiatric professor Robin Murray. “It is possi-
ble that nicotine exposure, by increasing the release of dopamine, causes
psychosis to develop.” —AFP 

New study suggests smoking 
contributes to mental illness
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WASHINGTON: Matthew Lowry once had a prom-
ising career in the FBI. But his drug addiction got
the better of him, and on Thursday, he was sen-
tenced to three years in prison for stealing heroin
he had collected as evidence. Lowry, 33, was
relieved of his duties after his tampering with evi-
dence forced US prosecutors to abandon their cas-
es against more than two dozen drug traffickers.

His fall from grace began with an addiction to
prescription painkillers to treat his ulcerative coli-
tis-a painful inflammation of the large intestine.
His dependency on medication to relieve his
chronic pain morphed into a heroin addiction
during his work for the Federal Bureau of
Investigation, defense attorney Robert Bonsib
told AFP.

“The irony of the situation is that he’s basically
taking heroin to maintain his physical condition to
continue to investigate major drug dealers,” the
attorney said. “He was using heroin not to get
high, but to be able to work hard.” It was a precipi-
tous downward spiral for a young agent from
whom many had anticipated great things.

‘Full responsibility’
At his sentencing, in a statement interspersed

with tears and long silences, Lowry apologized to
his former FBI colleagues and the US government,
stating that he accepted “full responsibility” for his
actions while asking Federal Judge Thomas Hogan
for “leniency.” Lowry, the father of an 18-month-
old toddler, had dreamed all his life of following in
his police officer father’s footsteps into a career in
law enforcement. He graduated with honors from
the FBI training academy near Washington, and
just three years later was assigned to an elite anti-
drug trafficking unit. But even as he was receiving
accolades from his superiors, Lowry secretly found
ways over many months to steal small amounts of
the heroin seized as evidence in various drug
busts, to which he had access.

“We have a federal agent who for a long period
of time, 14 months, committed a crime repeated-
ly,” prosecutor Kevin Brenner said at the hearing.

Lowry’s wrongdoings were finally uncovered dur-
ing a drug-induced high in late September, in a
section of Washington infamous as a haven for
trafficking. The counternarcotics agent, according
to court documents, was found to be “incoherent.”

His car, which had run out of gas, had traces of
heroin seized in the drug arrests in which he had
participated-along with some emptied evidence
bags. Authorities also found weapons and cell
phones confiscated during the same sting opera-
tions. Lowry pleaded guilty in late March to 64
counts, including obstruction of justice, falsifica-
tion of records and possession of heroin.

His father, William Lowry, pleaded for forgive-
ness for not having noticed his son’s decline, while
choking back tears. “He protected the whole com-

munity but he didn’t protect himself, he didn’t
save himself,” he said at the sentencing. Rendering
one of his “most difficult sentencing in more than
32 years” Hogan compared addiction to “a serious
brain disease” and said he considered it a mitigat-
ing factor. Clearly relieved at having received three
years rather than the seven to nine recommended
by the government, Lowry said as he left the court
that he thought “the judge understood how pow-
erfully addiction can affect one person’s behavior.”

Drug stings lost 
Lowry’s theft of drug evidence led to the

unraveling of several cases, and forced authori-
ties to free about 30 drug dealers because the
evidence used in their arrests had been tam-

pered with. Charges were notably dropped for
15 dealers from a notorious trafficking ring that
operated between California and Washington,
and for a dozen New York drug traffickers who
ran a flourishing crack and heroin smuggling
operation.

Officials also prematurely shut down several
other probes. Another four convicted drug traf-
fickers with sentences of up to five years in prison
asked for their sentences to be vacated. Lowry’s
lawyer said his client went through rehab but
was still attending “Narcotics Anonymous” pro-
grams. “This is a young man who from the time
he was a child wanted to be a police officer,” the
attorney said. “When he was four, five, six, he was
dressing as a police officer,” Bonsib said. —AFP

FBI agent who busted drug rings becomes an addict

Sentenced to three years in prison for stealing heroin

WASHINGTON: Former FBI agent Matthew Lowry (center) arrives for sentencing at US District Court. —AFP
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UNITED NATIONS: The presidents of Guinea,
Liberia and Sierra Leone come to the United Nations
yesterday hoping to raise $3.2 billion to put their
countries firmly on course for recovery from Ebola.
More than 11,200 people have died in West Africa
from the world’s worst outbreak of the virus, with a
few new cases uncovered in Liberia last month after
the country had been declared Ebola-free.

New infections in Sierra Leone and Guinea have
fallen dramatically amid indications that the epi-
demic is largely under control. At the UN conference
chaired by Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, the lead-
ers will present their recovery plans for the next two

years and seek international pledges of financial aid.
“It’s all in an effort to get the countries to receive

the resources they need to go to zero, stay at zero
and recover,” said David Nabarro, the UN’s coordi-
nator for the Ebola crisis. Zimbabwe’s 91-year-old
President Robert Mugabe will attend as chair of the
African Union along with Guinea’s leader Alpha
Conde, Liberia’s Ellen Johnson Sirleaf and Ernest Bai
Koroma of Sierra Leone.

Liberia, the hardest-hit country, and Sierra Leone
have seen modest gains made after years of war
wiped out during the epidemic that brought their
countries to the brink.  Legions of health care work-

ers died from Ebola and field hospitals built at the
height of the crisis have since closed, leaving health
systems struggling.

The World Health Organization has said the three
countries are facing a funding gap of $700 million
just to rebuild their health systems and provide
services until December 2017. The three countries
will be seeking $3.2 billion to “cover the most essen-
tial needs” for their health and education systems
and the economy, said Sunil Saigal, an Ebola coordi-
nator for the UN Development Program (UNDP). A
separate regional plan requiring $4 billion will be
presented at the conference. — AFP 

Ebola-hit nations seek billions for recovery 

WASHINGTON: Pressed by industry
and patients’ groups, the House is near-
ing approval of a bipartisan bill that
would speed federal approval of drugs
and medical devices and boost bio-
medical research. Passage seemed like-
ly yesterday despite warnings from
consumer organizations and others
that the measure would weaken gov-
ernment safeguards against dangerous
or ineffective products.  Supporters said
that with genetic mapping, biologic
medicines produced in living cells and
other advances, it was time to stream-
line how federal regulators assure the
safety of new treatments and let them
reach market.

“We have a chance to do something
big, and this is our time,” said Rep. Fred
Upton, R-Mich., chairman of the House
Energy and Commerce Committee. He
and Rep. Diana DeGette, D-Colo., were
chief authors of the bill. Defenders of
the current system said the Food and
Drug Administration, which regulates
drugs and medical devices, already has
an efficient approval process.

Before stepping down as FDA com-
missioner earlier this year, Margaret
Hamburg told Congress that her
agency had approved the most new
drugs last year in nearly two decades.
She said two-thirds of the drugs
approved by the FDA last year had
gone through streamlined processes,
the highest proportion ever, and that
her agency’s typical time for approving
drugs was significantly faster than
Europe’s or Japan’s.

‘Lives at risk’
Public Citizen, a consumer group,

said the bill would trade increased fed-
eral research for “perks to the pharma-
ceutical and medical device industries”
and added, “Passage of this legislation
would put lives at risk.” The House bill
would increase spending for the
National Institutes of Health, which
finances much of the country’s biomed-
ical research, by $8.75 billion over the
next five years. FDA would get an addi-
tional $550 million over that period.

Other provisions would speed how
many drugs and devices reach con-
sumers, such as letting regulators

approve some medical equipment with
shorter studies using fewer people.
New uses of existing drugs could be
based partly on case studies and other
processes that are less rigorous than
traditional clinical trials.

In a boon for pharmaceutical compa-
nies, the bill would give producers of
existing drugs an extra six months of
protection from competition if their
drug is approved for use against rare dis-
eases.  There would be a streamlined
process for approving new antibiotics
for patients with resistant infections, and
hospitals could get extra payments as an
incentive for using some new drugs.

Conservatives unhappy 
The bill’s new spending would be

paid for, mostly by selling $7 billion
worth of oil from the Strategic
Petroleum Reserve, the government’s
emergency oil stockpile. Another $2.5
billion would come from trimming fed-
eral Medicaid reimbursements to states
buying certain medical equipment.

Conservatives were unhappy because
the NIH and FDA would get their addi-
tional research funds automatically and
because that money would be on top
of - not part of - the amounts Congress
spends annually on domestic pro-
grams.

Rep Dave Brat, R-Va, was pushing an
amendment under which the research
money would not be guaranteed. Brat’s
effort faced likely defeat, and among
those sending emails supporting the
original bill was former House Majority
Leader Eric Cantor, whom Brat ushered
from Congress by defeating him in a
Republican primary last year. The White
House gave the bill mixed reviews but
did not threaten a veto. In a letter, it
embraced the measure’s added
research funds and efforts to accelerate
drug development, but it criticized its
extension of competition-free periods
for some drugs and said some therapies
would be available before their safety
was proven. Similar legislation has yet
to be introduced in the Senate. — AP 

House bill will speed drug 

approvals, help research

Safeguards against dangerous, ineffective products 

WASHINGTON: In this file photo, Rep Fred Upton, R-Mich, speaks in
Washington. Pressed by industry and patients’ groups, the House is near-
ing approval of a bipartisan bill that would speed federal approval of
drugs and medical devices and boost biomedical research. — AP 

KUALA LUMPUR: Maternity trousers that seek to cov-
er Muslim women’s private parts during childbirth
have been heavily criticized by women’s groups in
Malaysia, who question their safety during pregnancy
and labor. Sales of the “Mamapride” trousers-which
look like jogging bottoms but have a flap in the crotch
area which can be removed for childbirth-have surged
according to online dealers.

Costing around RM100 ($26), the trousers aim to
protect Muslim women’s modesty but women’s rights
activists have questioned if they are medically safe.
“Most medical practitioners recommend clothing that
is loose-fitting, comfortable, and breathable which can
be easily removed by doctors if necessary,” said All
Women’s Action Society communications officer
Evelynne Gomez in a statement.

“The length of the pants may also pose a problem
during delivery as it may interfere in the process of
examinations. More pressingly, the fact that the pants
in question only provide a small opening for the baby
to ‘make its way out’ is a cause for concern as this may
compromise on a safe, unobstructed delivery process.”

The trousers also reflect a culture of body-shaming
in Malaysia, Gomez said, adding that how women per-
ceive their own bodies is intertwined with politicized
Islam. Masyitah Locman, a doctor and one of the many
online agents distributing the pants, said she believes
they offer choices to women.

Depends on individual 
“It depends on the individual women because some

women feel more comfortable wearing these pants
during childbirth while others don’t need them to be
comfortable,” she told AFP. “It’s not as if we are saying
every woman should wear them during pregnancy.”
Masyitah said the opening was big enough and safe
for childbirth and added that studies and trials had
been done on the trousers at private hospitals before
they hit the market a year ago.

Responding to an article on the Malaysian Insider
website, one reader said:  “Much ado about nothing. If
certain parts of the body were so ‘sinful’, babies would
be born fully clothed.” Another commented: “would
be much easier solution to switch off the lights ...
female nurses can use night vision to guide the doc.”

The subject of religion and women’s clothing came
under the spotlight in Malaysia recently after a spate of
incidents whereby women were not allowed into pub-
lic buildings because their skirts were deemed too
short. Islamic religious leaders in June heavily also criti-
cized Malaysian-Muslim gymnast Farah Ann Hadi for
her leotard during the Southeast Asian Games held in
Singapore. — AFP 

Muslim maternity

trousers heavily

criticized as unsafe
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Arrival Flights on Saturday 11/7/2015
Airlines Flt Route Time
QTR 1084 Doha 00:05
PIA 205 Lahore 00:15
THY 772 Istanbul 00:15
JZR 239 Amman 00:20
SYR 343 Damascus 00:25
JZR 267 Beirut 00:30
DLH 637 Dammam 00:35
JAI 574 Mumbai 01:30
JZR 539 Cairo 01:30
SAI 441 Lahore 01:35
PGT 858 Istanbul 01:40
RJA 642 Amman 01:45
ETH 620 Addis Ababa 01:50
GFA 211 Bahrain 02:15
KKK 6507 Istanbul 02:15
UAE 853 Dubai 02:25
OMA 643 Muscat 02:35
QTR 1076 Doha 03:05
ETD 305 Abu Dhabi 03:05
RJA 644 Amman 03:10
MSR 612 Cairo 03:15
KAC 1544 Cairo 03:35
PGT 860 Istanbul 03:45
MSC 401 Alexandria 04:00
JZR 555 Alexandria 04:15
THY 770 Istanbul 04:40
DHX 170 Bahrain 05:10
KAC 416 Jakarta/Kuala Lumpur 06:00
KAC 412 Manila/Bangkok 06:15
BAW 157 London 06:35
JZR 563 Sohag 06:45
JZR 503 Luxor 07:20
KAC 382 Delhi 07:30
KAC 206 Islamabad 07:45
KAC 204 Lahore 07:50
KAC 302 Mumbai 07:55
QTR 1086 Doha 07:55
KAC 352 Kochi 08:15
KAC 344 Chennai 08:15
UAE 855 Dubai 08:25
KAC 362 Colombo 08:30
ABY 125 Sharjah 09:05
ETD 301 Abu Dhabi 09:10
IRM 1186 Tehran 09:15
KAC 284 Dhaka 09:25
RJA 648 Amman 09:30
FDB 055 Dubai 09:40
KAC 350 Kochi 09:40
SYR 341 Damascus 10:00
QTR 1070 Doha 10:00
GFA 213 Bahrain 10:40
UAE 873 Dubai 10:40
MSC 405 Sohag 11:20
JZR 561 Sohag 11:25
RBG 553 Alexandria 11:30
AGY 680 Alexandria 11:40
IRM 1188 Mashhad 11:45
IAW 157 Al Najaf 12:00
NIA 151 Cairo 12:35
UAE 871 Dubai 12:45
IRC 6511 ABD 12:50
MSR 610 Cairo 13:00
THY 766 Istanbul 13:10
JZR 779 Jeddah 13:50
MSR 575 Sharm el-Sheikh 13:55
KAC 672 Dubai 13:55
IRC 526 Mashhad 14:00
QTR 1078 Doha 14:05
KNE 460 Riyadh 14:10
FDB 057 Dubai 14:20
GFA 221 Bahrain 14:20
IZG 4167 Mashhad 14:30
IZG 4161 Mashhad 14:50
ABY 127 Sharjah 14:55
RJD 135 Abu Dhabi 15:00
KAC 788 Jeddah 15:00
KNE 462 Madinah 15:05
OMA 645 Muscat 15:15
KAC 1802 Cairo 15:35
UAE 857 Dubai 15:45
NIA 251 Alexandria 15:50
RJA 640 Amman 15:55
ETD 303 Abu Dhabi 16:00
JZR 535 Cairo 16:05
KAC 512 Mashhad 16:10
FDB 051 Dubai 16:10
QTR 1072 Doha 16:20
KAC 118 New York 16:30
KAC 562 Amman 17:00
IRA 669 Mashhad 17:10
SVA 510 Riyadh 17:15
UAL 982 IAD 17:25
GFA 215 Bahrain 17:30

JZR 357 Mashhad 17:30
JZR 177 Dubai 17:45
KAC 742 Dammam 17:45
JZR 777 Jeddah 17:50
SVA 500 Jeddah 18:00
IRM 1180 Mashhad 18:10
KAC 176 Geneva/Frankfurt 18:20
KAC 786 Jeddah 18:35
KAC 502 Beirut 18:35
CLX 856 Luxembourg 18:50
JZR 125 Bahrain 18:50
QTR 1080 Doha 18:55
KAC 542 Cairo 18:55
KAC 618 Doha 18:55
KAC 104 London 19:00
GFA 217 Bahrain 19:05
UAE 875 Dubai 19:05
KAC 614 Bahrain 19:10
ABY 123 Sharjah 19:20
JAI 572 Mumbai 19:35
KAC 774 Riyadh 19:40
AGY 684 Sohag 19:50
OMA 647 Muscat 20:00
KAC 674 Dubai 20:00
KNE 480 Taif 20:10
MEA 402 Beirut 20:15
ABY 121 Sharjah 20:20
DLH 634 Frankfurt 20:20
MSR 618 Alexandria 20:40
JAD 301 Amman 20:55
ALK 229 Colombo 21:10
ETD 307 Abu Dhabi 21:15
UAE 859 Dubai 21:15
KLM 415 Amsterdam 21:25
FDB 073 Dubai 21:30
QTR 1074 Doha 21:30
GFA 219 Bahrain 21:45
KNE 470 Jeddah 22:05
ETD 309 Abu Dhabi 22:10
THY 764 Istanbul 22:10
AIC 987 Chennai/Hyderabad 22:25
UAL 981 Bahrain 22:40
MSC 407 Sohag 22:45
FDB 059 Dubai 22:50
JAI 526 Chennai/Abu Dhabi 23:00
MSR 614 Cairo 23:30
FDB 071 Dubai 23:55

Departure Flights on Saturday 11/7/2015
Airlines Flt Route Time
AIC 976 Goa/Chennai 00:05
RBG 556 Alexandria 00:05
BBC 044 Dhaka 00:10
JZR 562 Sohag 00:20
JAI 573 Mumbai 00:25
MSR 615 Cairo 00:30
FDB 072 Dubai 00:30
KLM 413 Amsterdam 00:55
JZR 502 Luxor 01:10
SYR 344 KAC/Damascus 01:25
PIA 206 Lahore 01:30
DLH 637 Frankfurt 01:35
THY 773 Istanbul 02:05
SAI 442 Lahore 02:35
ETH 621 Addis Ababa 02:50
JAI 525 Abu Dhabi/Chennai 02:55
PGT 859 Istanbul 02:55
KKK 6508 Istanbul 03:10
OMA 644 Muscat 03:35
UAE 854 Dubai 03:45
RJA 645 Amman 03:55
ETD 306 Abu Dhabi 04:05
QTR 1077 Doha 04:05
MSR 613 Cairo 04:15
PGT 861 Istanbul 04:45
THY 765 Istanbul 04:55
JZR 560 Sohag 05:00
MSC 406 Sohag 05:00
QTR 1085 Doha 05:20
RJA 643 Amman 06:35
GFA 212 Bahrain 06:50
THY 771 Istanbul 06:50
JZR 778 Jeddah 08:30
BAW 156 London 08:30
QTR 1087 Doha 08:55
KAC 1801 Cairo 09:00
JZR 534 Cairo 09:15
KAC 671 Dubai 09:25
KAC 787 Jeddah 09:30
ABY 126 Sharjah 09:45
UAE 856 Dubai 09:50
KAC 101 London/New York 10:00
ETD 302 Abu Dhabi 10:00
RJA 649 Amman 10:15
KAC 511 Mashhad 10:20

IRM 1181 Mashhad 10:25
FDB 056 Dubai 10:40
SYR 342 Damascus 10:55
KAC 501 Beirut 11:00
QTR 1071 Doha 11:00
KAC 561 Amman 11:25
KAC 165 Rome/Paris 11:25
GFA 214 Bahrain 11:35
JZR 356 Mashhad 11:40
KAC 541 Cairo 12:05
UAE 874 Dubai 12:10
RBG 554 Alexandria 12:10
JZR 776 Jeddah 12:15
MSC 402 Alexandria 12:20
AGY 685 Sohag 12:40
KAC 785 Jeddah 13:00
IAW 158 Al Najaf 13:00
JZR 176 Dubai 13:10
IRM 1189 Mashhad 13:10
NIA 152 Cairo 13:35
IRC 6512 ABD 13:50
MSR 611 Cairo 14:00
THY 767 Istanbul 14:10
UAE 872 Dubai 14:15
KAC 741 Dammam 14:40
MSR 576 Sharm el-Sheikh 14:40
IRC 527 Mashhad 15:00
QTR 1079 Doha 15:05
GFA 222 Bahrain 15:05
FDB 058 Dubai 15:05
KNE 481 Taif 15:10
KAC 617 Doha 15:15
KAC 673 Dubai 15:20
IZG 4168 Mashhad 15:30
KAC 773 Riyadh 15:55
JZR 124 Bahrain 15:55
KAC 613 Bahrain 16:00
KNE 463 Madinah 16:00
IZG 4162 Mashhad 16:10
RJD 136 Abu Dhabi 16:10
ABY 128 Sharjah 16:15
OMA 646 Muscat 16:15
ETD 304 Abu Dhabi 16:50
NIA 252 Alexandria 16:50
RJA 641 Amman 16:55
JZR 266 Beirut 17:05
FDB 052 Dubai 17:10
QTR 1073 Doha 17:25
UAE 858 Dubai 17:40
IRA 666 Esfahan 18:10
SVA 511 Riyadh 18:15
GFA 216 Bahrain 18:20
KAC 563 Amman 18:30
KAC 287 Dhaka 18:35
JZR 538 Cairo 18:40
UAL 982 Bahrain 18:40
JZR 238 Amman 18:45
IRM 1187 Tehran 19:10
SVA 505 Jeddah 19:30
GFA 218 Bahrain 19:50
QTR 1081 Doha 19:55
KAC 361 Colombo 20:00
ABY 124 Sharjah 20:00
CLX 856 Hong Kong 20:20
UAE 876 Dubai 20:35
JAI 571 Mumbai 20:35
KAC 351 Kochi 20:45
AGY 681 Alexandria 20:50
KAC 1543 Cairo 20:55
KAC 333 Trivandrum 20:55
OMA 648 Muscat 21:00
ABY 122 Sharjah 21:00
KNE 461 Riyadh 21:10
JZR 554 Alexandria 21:15
MEA 403 Beirut 21:15
JAD 302 Amman 21:35
MSR 607 Luxor 21:40
DHX 171 Bahrain 21:50
ETD 308 Abu Dhabi 22:05
FDB 074 Dubai 22:10
ALK 230 Colombo 22:20
KAC 381 Delhi 22:20
UAE 860 Dubai 22:25
KLM 415 Dammam/Amsterdam 22:25
KAC 301 Mumbai 22:30
KAC 349 Kochi 22:30
QTR 1075 Doha 22:40
GFA 220 Bahrain 22:45
KAC 205 Islamabad 22:50
ETD 310 Abu Dhabi 23:00
KNE 471 Jeddah 23:05
KAC 411 Bangkok/Manila 23:25
MSC 408 Sohag 23:45
FDB 060 Dubai 23:50

DIAL 161 FOR AIRPORT INFORMATION 

In case you are not travelling, your proper cancellation
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ACROSS

1. A Turkish unit of weight equal to about 2.75 pounds.
4. Any of the Hindu sacred writing.
11. A Loloish language.
15. A close friend who accompanies his buddies in their activities.
16. Lacking interest or spirit or animation.
17. A unit of subjective loudness.
18. (Old Testament) Adam's wife in Judeo-Christian mythology.
19. The basic unit of money in Suriname.
20. A Tibetan or Mongolian priest of Lamaism.
21. Conqueror of Gaul and master of Italy (100-44 BC).
23. Jerboa rats.
25. Remove from memory or existence.
27. Small terrestrial lizard of warm regions of the Old World.
28. An ancient Assyrian city on the River Tigris and traditional capital of
Assyria.
34. The relative magnitudes of two quantities (usually expressed as a
quotient).
36. A city in western Germany.
39. Early-ripening apple popular in the northeastern United States.
41. A physiological need to drink.
44. Electrical conduction through a gas in an applied electric field.
45. Crested screamers.
48. An independent ruler or chieftain (especially in Africa or Arabia).
49. Lacking or deprive of the sense of hearing wholly or in part.
51. Overcome, as with emotions or perceptual stimuli.
53. Very light colored.
54. A public promotion of some product or service.
56. The eleventh month of the civil year.
57. Apathy and inactivity in the practice of virtue (personified as one of
the deadly sins).
62. Essential oil or perfume obtained from flowers.
64. Mainly nocturnal North American goatsucker.
66. Provincial capital and largest city of Nova Scotia.
70. Toward the mouth or oral region.
71. United States baseball player.
74. (law) A defense by an accused person purporting to show that he
or she could not have committed the crime in question.
75. The periodic rise and fall of the sea level under the gravitational
pull of the moon.

CROSSWORD 960
76. A tricycle (usually propelled by pedalling).
78. A loose sleeveless outer garment made from aba cloth.
79. Type genus of the Aceraceae.
80. A state in the southeastern United States on the Gulf of Mexico.
81. Being one more than nine.

DOWN

1. An organization of countries formed in 1961 to agree on a common
policy for the sale of petroleum.
2. (Polynesian) An alcoholic drink made from the aromatic roots of the
kava shrub.
3. On or toward the lee.
4. A white crystalline carbohydrate used as a sweetener and preserva-
tive.
5. Frogs, toads, tree toads.
6. Japanese ornamental tree with fragrant white or pink blossoms and
small yellow fruits.
7. A city in the Saxony region of Germany on the Saale River.
8. One of the five major classes of immunoglobulins.
9. Being of the age 13 through 19.
10. Having or showing feelings of unwarranted importance out of
overbearing pride.
11. Great coolness and composure under strain.
12. Botswanan statesman who was the first president of Botswana
(1921-1980).
13. Having a feeling of home.
14. Type genus of the Anatidae.
22. Any of various brown and yellow finches of pats of Europe.
24. A hard gray lustrous metallic element that is highly corrosion-resis-
tant.
26. A plaything that is ridden up and down by children at either end.
29. Concerned with religion or religious purposes.
30. A city in central New York.
31. A very poisonous metallic element that has three allotropic forms.
32. A rosid dicot genus that includes moon carrots.
33. Type genus of the family Ostreidae.
35. (of securities) Not quoted on a stock exchange.
37. Of or pertaining to any Shinto sect other than Kokka Shinto.
38. Causing fear or dread or terror.
40. A midwestern state in north central United States in the Great Lakes
region.
42. (astronomy) The angular distance of a celestial point measured
westward along the celestial equator from the zenith crossing.
43. Pose a threat to.
46. A river in northwestern Russia flowing generally west into the Gulf
of Finland.
47. A silvery ductile metallic element found primarily in bauxite.
50. A member of the baseball team that is in the field instead of at bat.
52. A member of the Siouan people formerly living in the Missouri river
valley in NE Nebraska.
55. Italian brandy made from residue of grapes after pressing.
58. West Indian tree having racemes of fragrant white flowers and
yielding a durable timber and resinous juice.
59. A tract of land with few or no trees in the middle of a wooded area.
60. The blood group whose red cells carry both the A and B antigens.
61. French romantic writer (1766-1817).
63. A case or sheath especially a pollen sac or moss capsule.
65. In or relating to or obtained from urine.
67. A legally binding command or decision entered on the court record
(as if issued by a court or judge).
68. A French abbot.
69. A city of central China.
72. An agency of the United Nations affiliated with the World Bank.
73. A castrated tomcat.
77. Before noon.
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MIAMI: Jose Fernandez pitched seven innings
and tied the modern record for most consecu-
tive home victories by a starter to begin a
career, helping the Miami Marlins beat the
Cincinnati Reds 2-0 Thursday. Fernandez won
for the second time in two outings since his
return from Tommy John surgery. He allowed
six hits, struck out nine and improved to 14-0
in 22 career starts at Marlins Park. The only
other pitcher since 1914 to win his first 14
home decisions as a starter was Johnny Allen
of the Yankees in 1932-33, according to STATS.
Fernandez lowered his ERA at home to 1.17.
All-Star Dee Gordon stole three bases, scored
both runs and broke the Marlins record for hits
before the All-Star break with 119. Miami
snapped a four-game losing streak. Michael
Lorenzen (3-4) went six innings and allowed
two runs - too many against Fernandez.

DODGERS 6, PHILLIES 0
Zack Greinke allowed one hit in eight

innings, extending his career-high scoreless
streak to 35 2-3 innings and lowering his
major league-best ERA to 1.39 in the victory
over the Phillies. Adrian Gonzalez hit a two-run
homer and Yasiel Puig ended an RBI drought
of 51 at-bats with a two-run homer and two-
run double for the NL West leaders. Greinke (8-
2) struck out eight, walked none and retired
his final 21 batters after giving up a leadoff sin-
gle in the second by Ryan Howard. Greinke
hasn’t allowed a run since June 13 at San
Diego. Rookie right-hander Severino Gonzalez
(3-3) gave up four runs and five hits through 5
2-3 innings in his seventh major league start.

ROYALS 8, RAYS 3
Lorenzo Cain and Salvador Perez hit two-

run homers, Yordano Ventura went five
innings in his return from the disabled list, and
the Royals beat the Rays to finish off a four-
game sweep. Ventura (4-6) allowed three runs
and four hits and three walks, striking out four.
It was his first start since June 12, when an
elbow condition began causing numbness in
his hand. Eric Hosmer, Cheslor Cuthbert and

Kendrys Morales also drove in runs off Nathan
Karns (4-5).

CARDINALS 4, PIRATES 1
Carlos Martinez made his case for inclusion

on the National League All Star team by pitch-
ing 7 1-3 scoreless innings, and the Cardinals
beat the Pirates in a matchup between the
teams with the best records in the major
leagues. Martinez (10-3) scattered four hits
while striking out five and walking three in
improving to 7-1 with a 1.20 ERA in his last 10
starts. The right-hander is one of the five play-
ers contending for the NL’s All-Star Final Vote.
Fan voting ends Friday afternoon and the
game will be played Tuesday at Cincinnati. St
Louis (56-31) opened a 5 1/2-game lead on the
Pirates in the NL Central. Pittsburgh (50-35)
had its five-game winning streak snapped. The
Cardinals did their scoring in the fifth inning
on two-run singles by Matt Carpenter - with
one out - and Yadier Molina and out later.
Both hits were off Jeff Locke (5-5).

WHITE SOX 2, BLUE JAYS 0
Jeff Samardzija had a four-hitter, Melky

Cabrera homered and the White Sox shut out
the Blue Jays. Samardzija (6-4) took a no-hitter
into the sixth inning for a second straight
game. It was his first complete game of the
season. He struck out Toronto slugger Jose
Bautista to end the 2 hour, 15-minute game
and threw 108 pitches. Toronto’s RA Dickey (3-
10) allowed two runs and four hits in seven
innings. The White Sox, who had just five hits,
have won eight of 10.

YANKEES 6, ATHLETICS 2
Masahiro Tanaka allowed two hits over 7 2-

3 innings, Brett Gardner hit a first-inning home
run and learned midgame he had been picked
for his first All-Star team, and the Yankees ral-
lied past the Athletics. Cole Figueroa doubled
twice in his Yankees debut. Jacoby Ellsbury
had a tiebreaking, two-run single. Tanaka (5-3)
ended a four-start winless streak, the longest
drought of his 11/2-year major league career.

He set season highs for innings and pitches
(114), striking out six and walking one. One of
the runs off him was unearned. Jesse Chavez
(4-9) lost for the first time in six appearances
against the Yankees, giving up four runs and
seven hits in five innings. He is winless in his
past three starts.(backslash)

TIGERS 4, TWINS 2
Ian Kinsler had a leadoff homer, a double

and three RBIs to back David Price’s eight
innings as Detroit beat Minnesota. Price (9-2)
struck out eight in his final start before going
to the All-Star Game. He allowed five hits and
two unearned runs. Yoenis Cespedes added
two hits and an RBI for the Tigers. Joakim Soria
earned his 20th save in 22 chances. Mike
Pelfrey (5-6) gave up four runs and eight hits in
7 2-3 innings for Minnesota. Torii Hunter had a
base hit and an RBI, but the Twins had their
three-game winning streak snapped. Kinsler
hit the second pitch of the game into the left-
field seats, his 32nd career leadoff homer.

INDIANS 3, ASTROS 1
Rookie right-hander Cody Anderson

pitched three-hit ball into the seventh inning
against Houston, his latest splendid perform-
ance for Cleveland. Making his fourth major
league start, Anderson (2-1) allowed Hank
Conger’s leadoff homer in the third but little
else in 6 2-3 innings. Anderson has given up
three earned runs in 30 1-3 innings for a 0.89
ERA since being called up from Triple-A
Columbus on June 21. Brett Oberholtzer (2-2)
took a shutout into the sixth before the
Indians scored three times.  Touted rookie
Francisco Lindor tied the game with a leadoff
homer. Ryan Raburn’s RBI double put the
Indians ahead, and Carlos Santana’s triple
made it 3-1. Cody Allen allowed a single and a
walk in the ninth, but retired Evan Gattis on a
popup for his 18th save. Cleveland took three
of four from the AL West leaders.

MARINERS 7, ANGELS 2
Felix Hernandez threw seven shutout

innings to become the third pitcher with at
least 11 wins before the All-Star break,
Logan Morrison hit the first leadoff home
run of his career and the Mariners beat the
Angels. Seattle opened a key four-game
series before the break by cooling off the
surging Angels, who had won the first five
games of their road trip. Hernandez (11-5)
was dominant, giving up five hits and only
once facing trouble in reaching the 11-win
mark before the All-Star Game for the sec-
ond time in his career. The Mariners had a
season-high 19 hits, 12 off Angels’ starter
Garrett Richards (9-6), who could not make
it through the sixth. Mike Zunino added two
hits and two RBIs, while Robinson Cano,
Nelson Cruz and Seth Smith all had RBI sin-
gles as Seattle added three runs in the
eighth inning.

ROCKIES 5, BRAVES 3
Carlos Gonzalez hit three doubles, Nolan

Arenado had three hits for the second con-
secutive night and Colorado beat Atlanta at
rain-soaked Coors Field. Troy Tulowitzki sin-
gled to extend his hitting streak to 21 games
- longest in the majors this season - for the
Rockies, who dealt with yet another weather
delay at home. Jace Peterson had two RBIs
and Chris Johnson added three hits for the
Braves. A heavy rainstorm came through
two pitches into the bottom of the first
inning and sent the players and fans scurry-
ing for shelter. The delay lasted 2 hours, 6
minutes, and ended the night early for both
starters. David Hale, the scheduled starter
Friday for Colorado, took over for Kyle
Kendrick in the second but exited in the
third with a mild left groin strain. Hale (3-4)
went 1 2-3 innings to get the win. Jake
Brigham (0-1) relieved Braves starter Alex
Wood after play resumed, and the Rockies
jumped on the rookie with three doubles in
the first to take a 2-0 lead. Drew Stubbs
homered and Tulowitzki hit a sacrifice fly in
the second. John Axford, Colorado’s eighth
pitcher, earned his 15th save.—AP
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Miami Marlins black Cincinnati Reds

DENVER: The grounds crew applies diamond dry to the infield as the Colorado Rockies warm up during the eighth inning against the Atlanta Braves at Coors Field on
July 9, 2015 in Denver, Colorado. The Rockies defeated the Braves 5-3. —AFP
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Supporters cheer along the road as the pack ride during the 190.5 km seventh
stage of the 102nd edition of the Tour de France cycling race yesterday,
between Livarot and Fougeres, northwestern France.  —AFP

LIVAROT: The Tour de France peloton will ride
190.5km from Livarot to Fougeres yesterday without
a yellow jersey after Chris Froome opted against
donning it. Tony Martin would have been the yellow
jersey wearer for stage seven but he crashed in the
finale of Thursday’s sixth stage, breaking his collar-
bone and forcing him to abandon the race. The jer-
sey thus should have passed to new leader Froome,
the 2013 champion, but he decided to decline the
honor as a mark of respect for Martin. “For those ask-
ing, I won’t be wearing yellow today! All the best to
@tonymartin85 with his op & recovery,” said Froome
on his official Twitter page. There is precedent for
such a move by Froome.

In 1980 Dutchman Joop Zoetemelk turned down
the opportunity to wear yellow after race leader
Bernard Hinault quit following stage 12 due to ten-
dinitis in his knee.  American Greg Lemond did like-
wise in 1991 after Dane Rolf Sorensen crashed just
before the finish in Valenciennes. But the most
famous such incident was when Belgian great Eddy
Merckx refused the jersey after Spain’s Luis Ocana
crashed in 1971.Most recently, Alberto Contador
declined to wear the jersey in 2007 after Denmark’s
Michael Rasmussen was forced out of the race due to
a doping scandal.  Martin was the 15th yellow jersey
wearer to crash out of the Tour de France.  The Etixx-
Quick Step rider caused the spill as he wobbled to his
right, bumping into France’s Warren Barguil.

“I hit the rear wheel of the rider in front of me. I

thought I almost could stay upright, but then I went
into a rider of Giant-Alpecin and I had no balance
anymore,” explained the three-time world timetrial
champion.  “I crashed at relatively low speed, with
my full weight on the left shoulder. I felt directly that
something was broken. We went to make an X-Ray
directly after the finish because I was thinking ‘OK,
maybe I am wrong. Maybe I can start tomorrow’.
“But now it is confirmed my (collarbone) is broken.
This has been like a movie, an emotional roller coast-
er at this Tour. Now I am really sad.” Martin inadver-
tently caused a spat between reigning champion
Vincenzo Nibali and Froome, with the Italian initially
blaming the Sky rider for the crash.

Froome went straight from the finish to Nibali’s
Astana team bus to straighten things out with the
Sicilian. “There was some confusion as to who
caused the crash, wanted to clear that up with
@AstanaTeam @vincenzonibali (definitely wasn’t
me!),” Froome tweeted after a picture was shared of
him at the Astana bus. Nibali revealed he had apolo-
gized to the man he succeeded as Tour champion.
“After the crash I thought it was @chrisfroome, but
then he came to me we sorted things out and I apol-
ogized to him,” the 30-year-old winner of all three
Grand Tours said on Twitter. Nibali also explained
why he had initially been so upset. “I need to recov-
er from a few bumps and bruises, it’s never pleasant
to hit the deck with the entire peloton on top of
you!!”  —AFP 

No yellow in peloton 
after Martin crash

LAUSANNE: No sooner had embattled Mo
Farah scorched to an emphatic victory in his
first race since being mired in doping allega-
tions surrounding his coach than he found
himself at the centre of a foul-mouthed spat.
Reigning Olympic and double world champi-
on Farah produced a trademark kick from 80
meters to win a high-quality 5000m at the
Lausanne Diamond League on Thursday in
his first outing since drug claims against
coach Alberto Salazar. Farah was quick to say
that his performance answered his and
Salazar’s critics, with the runner not implicat-
ed in any wrongdoing and the coach refut-
ing all allegations he administered testos-
terone to American distance runner Galen
Rupp in 2002 when Rupp-a training partner
of Farah-was only 16, and encouraged mis-
use of prescription drugs.

But rather than being able to completely
bask in his sumptuous display, attention was
turned instead to Farah’s apparent snubbing
of British teammate Andy Vernon, who also
ran in the 5000m. As Farah prepared himself
for an interview on the track immediately
after his impressive victory, Vernon went to
shake his hand in a bid to bury the hatchet
after a nasty verbal spat earlier this season.
But in another public relations faux pas,
Farah turned his back and, according to
Vernon, told him to clear off in no uncertain
terms. “I went to shake his hand and he
turned his back on me and told me to fuck
off,” explained Vernon. “I wanted to bury the
hatchet, I’m going up to Font-Romeu (where
Farah trains in France) in a few days’ time
and I just wanted to end it.

“To not even be a sportsman and shake
my hand I think is pretty disgraceful, to be
honest. Like in the armed forces, you salute
the rank not the person sometimes. “I want-
ed to congratulate the performance.
Whether we’re friends or not, I can appreci-
ate a good performance but I get that reac-

tion.” Farah had reacted badly to Vernon’s
comment after  last  year ’s  European
Championships implying that the Somali-
born runner was not European,  but he
avoided any questions about what hap-
pened between the two on the Lausanne
track, instead focusing on his performance
and what it meant in a turbulent season.

“I had a great finish. Overall I am happy
with the way the race went today.  This vic-
tory is also a way to answer some of the crit-
ics regarding my coach that came out lately,”
said 32-year-old Farah, with one eye on next
month’s world championships in Beijing.
“The race had everybody in it, it wasn’t an
easy race, it was like a mini-worlds. I wanted
to come out here and race against the guys
before the worlds, I was happy with the way
I finished the race, I enjoyed it. “As an athlete
all I want to do is what I do best and that’s to
run and to represent my country and to win
medals, enjoy training and enjoy racing.”
Farah said he had never been in doubt when
Ethiopian teenager Yomif Kejelcha bolted
with 300 meters to run.

“I was confident enough, I believed in
myself and training has been good,” he
said, adding that his first race in six weeks
after  he pulled out of  the Birmingham
Diamond League meet in early June to
return to his US training base to confront
Salazar had not come quick enough. “I was
really pumped up before this race, it has
been a while, I haven’t raced and I wanted
to race. It’s not like it was an easy field, I
wanted to come out and race everybody. “I
didn’t know it was going to have everybody
in it, I thought it was going to be a normal
race.” Farah added: “As an athlete you just
have to do what you best. The last couple
of weeks have been hard for my family and
everyone else. But what can you do? You
just want to run and that’s what I did and I
enjoyed it.” —AFP

More drama for Farah after 
an emphatic comeback win

LAUSANNE: American Justin Gatlin has Usain
Bolt fixed in his sights and has expressed his
hope that the injured Jamaican sprint king will
be healthy for next month’s world champi-
onships.  Gatlin, at the age of 33, will head to the
Beijing worlds as firm favorite in both the 100
and 200m, another victory in 9.75 seconds in
the shorter event on Thursday extending his
unbeaten streak to 26 races since August 2013.  

The American courts controversy wherever
he goes given his background-he won the 2004
Olympic 100m title and was 2005 world sprint
double gold medallist but then served a second
doping ban from 2006-10 before returning to
nail the 2012 world 60m indoor title, Olympic
bronze at the London Games and a world silver
in Moscow a year later. But Gatlin shuns any talk
of his distractors, saying he has served his time
on the sidelines after a mistake and is now
clean.  

He instead concentrates on the mouth-
watering thought of usurping king Bolt, who
has dominated sprinting at the Olympics and
world championships since his golden treble at

the 2008 Beijing Games-bar one hiccup over
100m in the 2011 Daegu worlds. “Hopefully
Usain will be healthy and ready to go when the
world championships come around and hope-
fully I’ll see him in the finals,” Gatlin said after his
victory at the Diamond League meet in
Lausanne.  The American, however, said Bolt
would not be worrying about the form of a raft
of sprinters currently racing while he undergoes
treatment on a pelvic injury.

“Usain’s a great opponent, for one, and two I
don’t think that he has to worry about anybody,
he has to go out there and do what he does,
and what he does best is go out there and win
championships.  “So it’s on me to go out there
and give him the best challenge possible.” Of
the current crop of sprinters, old heads are pre-
dominant, and in Lausanne it was two other 33-
year-olds close on Gatlin’s heels in the shape of
Jamaican Asafa Powell and American Tyson
Gay, who both clocked 9.92sec.  “I don’t think
it’s about beating somebody, it’s about beating
everybody,” Gatlin said when asked if he visu-
alised trumping particular opponents.  —AFP

Gatlin hoping Bolt ‘healthy, 
fit’ to go in Beijing worlds
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Meyer hails Kriel; Boks 

begin Cup countdown

JOHANNESBURG: South Africa launch a five-match countdown to the
Rugby World Cup today with coach Heyneke Meyer praising debutant
centre Jesse Kriel. After a season playing at full-back for Northern Bulls,
the 21-year-old gets his big chance wearing the No 13 shirt against a
World XV at Newlands stadium in Cape Town. The only mild disappoint-
ment for the exciting runner is that caps will not be awarded as the
match is not considered a Test. “Jesse is an unbelievably exciting player
and I have always rated him highly,” said Meyer, a coach not prone to
false praise.

“He is probably among the most talented players I have coached and
this is a great opportunity for him. “I think he could go on to become
one of the best outside centres South Africa has produced. “Jesse has
got acceleration that you do not often see. “I like my No 13 to be able to
take the outside gap, which not a lot of them can do.” A believer in expe-
rience, the Springbok handler has shifted his faith to youth at centre and
fly-half for the clash with a World XV skippered by retired Springbok lock
Bakkies Botha. Kriel, 21, will partner Damian de Allende, 23, at centre
with another 21-year-old, Handre Pollard, the playmaker. “They are obvi-
ously going to make mistakes having never played together,” conceded
Meyer. “But whatever they lack in experience can be made up in excite-
ment.” Meyer is equally excited about inside centre Jean de Villiers com-
ing off the bench during the second half for his first match action since a
horrific knee injury eight months ago. As the 34-year-old was
stretchered off during a Test loss in Wales, many Springbok supporters
doubted they would see him wearing the green and gold again. “I never
thought he was going to be back for this game,” admitted Meyer.  “He
has really worked hard to be here. “Jean is an inspiration to all South
Africans. If you have a dream, anything is possible.” Including De Villiers,
12 of the possible World Cup starting line-up could play at Newlands.
Injuries rule out scrum-half Fourie du Preez, flanker Willem Alberts and
No 8 Duane Vermeulen. 

South Africa began last season with a 47-13 triumph over a World XV,
but Meyer believes it could be tougher this time. “With the core of this
World XV coming from Toulon, they will be a well-oiled machine who do
not need a lot of time to find their feet,” he warned. “Bakkies knows how
we play and I must make some adjustments-but that is what interna-
tional rugby is all about.” Former Canterbury Crusaders and Australia
coach Robbie Deans handles a World squad that boasts two former All
Blacks stalwarts, lock Ali Williams and prop Carl Hayman. Among the
matchday 23 are 10 players from European club champions Toulon,
including the Armitage brothers, full-back Delon and flanker Steffon.
who have played for England.   “As a coach you relish the chance to work
with talented players and this World XV has the experience and quality
to really test South Africa,” believes Deans. “We need to match the inten-
sity and physicality as well as the skills levels of one of the leading World
Cup contenders.” South Africa play Australia in Brisbane on July 18, New
Zealand in Johannesburg on July 25 and Argentina in Durban on August
8 in a shortened 2015 Rugby Championship. A Test in Argentina on
August 15 completes the match countdown ahead of World Cup Pool B
clashes with Japan, Samoa, Scotland and the United States during
September and October.  — AFP 

BEIRUT: Imad LAhoud - ASN coordinator  &
Automobile and Touring Club of Lebanon
has announced the start of the preparatory
works for Lebanon international rally 38  - the
4th round of Middle East championship for
rallies 2015 which will be organized by ATCL
in 4/5/6 September 2015. Lahoud hopes to
have a large number of participants headed
by the Lebanese driver Roger Feghali and the
Qatari Nasser Bin Saleh Al Attiyah, as they
would give a special flavor to the race, before
the closure date of registration in 21st August
2015,Meanwhile, Lahoud congratulated
Feghali for his both local and international
achievements.

Lahoud talked about his position at ATCL
saying that “I occupied this position 2 years
ago, since then I am trying in cooperation
and coordination with my colleague at ATCL
to develop the mechanic sport throughout
the numerous participations in all different
kinds of the races organized. Lahoud thanked
all administrative staff , drivers , co-drivers,
media staff, photographers, who participated
in disseminating this sport, confirming that
he accepts any positive criticism aiming at

improving the level of mechanic sport espe-
cially here in Lebanon - the origin of this sport
in Middle East Region- Lahoud described his
relationship with Mr. Nasser Al Attiyah - FIA
vice president as “Excellent” , he added that
this man is giving a great push for the races in
MENA , he described him as the “restless”
man, “Al Attiyah has fixed well the Arab world
at the international map , he managed to do
so by the support submitted by the
Federation Internationale Automobile - FIA

for a number of the regional clubs to organ-
ize the conferences and workshops of public
safety as Lebanon meeting in last April.

Lahoud praised Jean Todt - FIA president
for his efforts, he described him as the friend
of Lebanon, as he participated many decades
ago in rallies hosted by Lebanon, meanwhile
he mentioned Jean Todt’s visit to Lebanon in
last April. Lahoud thanked FIA for the trust
they gave to him when they appointed him
as ASN coordinator  - FIA - MENA. He also dis-
closed a plan to support the youth under age
to encourage them to practice in the
mechanic sport in both races and rallies.

Lahoud concluded that the success of the
mechanic sport in Lebanon is the result of all
staff efforts, and the stability of the political
status in Lebanon is the key for hosting the
round of world rally championship- WRC, as it
was the dream of all Lebanese, confirming
meanwhile the full support of both Jean Todt
- FIA president and Nasser Al Alttiyah- FIA
vice president. It is worth saying that the total
length of rally is 794.63 K.M, 244.01 KM of it in
13 special stages, including also opening
show in the middle of Beirut trading center.

Lahoud concluded his statement saying that
the organizing committee is still holding reg-
ular meetings in order to have a special
organization for the good reputation of the
mechanic sport of Lebanon, as Lebanon rally
is considered the Super Star Rally among
Middle East Rallies- as stated by the interna-
tional observers.

Preparatory works for Lebanon international rally 

LOS ANGELES: LeBron James has ended
speculation about his future after agree-
ing a two-year deal which will see him
remain with the Cleveland Cavaliers next
season, multiple reports said Thursday.
The NBA superstar has reportedly agreed
a contract worth nearly $50 million after
opting out of a two-year deal on June 29
to reach free agency. The Cleveland Plain
Dealer reported on its website that the
deal comprised a $23 million contract for
next season followed by a $24.7 million
option for the 2016-2017 season. James’s
opt out decision was widely interpreted
as a gambit designed to ensure the
Cavaliers sign more top talent for next
season after losing this year’s NBA finals.

Earl ier this week point guard Mo
Williams said he had agreed a deal with
the Cavs which would see him reunite
with James. Williams played with James
for two seasons between 2008-2010. The
Cavs have also handed lucrative contracts
to forward Kevin Love and point guard
Kyrie Irving, further enticing James to
stay. Cleveland is also close to agreeing a
new deal with restricted free agent
Tristan Thompson, who shares an agent
with James, according to reports. The
Cleveland Plain Dealer said Cavaliers
owner Dan Gilbert had splurged around
$330 million on contracts to surround
James with a team capable of challenging
for the title.

James averaged around 25.3 points
and six rebounds per game during the
regular season in 2014-15, but sharply
improved his numbers during the Cavs
playoff challenge. He averaged 30.1
points per game in the playoffs, which
ultimately ended with a 4-2 loss in the
Finals to Golden State Warriors.  San
Antonio Spurs veteran Tim Duncan
agreed to a paycut before re-signing with
the team Thursday at $5 million for one
year. The 39-year-old Duncan’s contract
also includes and option for the 2016-17

season. Duncan has played his entire
career with the Spurs who made him the
first overall pick in the 1997 entry draft.

The Chicago Bulls also made it official
by announcing they had re-signed their
leading scorer Jimmy Butler for a report-
ed five years and $93 million. Butler, who
was named the league’s Most Improved
Player last season, led the Bulls in scor-
ing, averaging 20.0 points, 5.8 rebounds
and 3.3 assists in 65 games. The Los
Angeles Lakers were one of the busier

teams Thursday, signing three players
and trading for centre Roy Hibbert from
the Indiana Pacers. Los Angeles acquired
two-time all-star Hibbert for a second-
round draft pick. Hibbert spent the past
seven seasons with Indiana where he
averaged 10.6 points in 76 contests last
year. The Lakers also signed forward
Brandon Bass, NBA Sixth Man of the Year
Lou Williams and second-round draft
pick Anthony Brown to multiyear con-
tracts. — AFP 

LeBron James agrees 

2-year deal with Cavs

Cleveland Cavaliers forward LeBron James
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Webb shares early lead 

at the US Women’s Open

LANCASTER: Hall of Famer Karrie Webb enjoyed a second-nine
birdie spree that carried her to a four-under 66 and a share of
the early first-round lead at the weather interrupted US
Women’s Open on Thursday. The 40-year-old Australian, a sev-
en-times major winner, started at the 10th and after a steady
tour of Lancaster Country Club’s difficult back nine posted
birdies at the second, fourth, sixth and eighth holes on the way
home. “I feel like I’ve had some good golf in me,” said Webb,
who has three top-10s in recent months including a share of
seventh place last month at the Women’s PGA Championship.
Tied at 66 was little-known American Marina Alex, who also
took advantage of rain-softened conditions on the long, hilly
layout with three birdies on the front nine.

Late in the afternoon wave of players, a tornado watch in
the area gave way to a halt of play as the skies darkened, thun-
der boomed and heavy rain fell on Lancaster Country Club in
the heart of Pennsylvania’s Amish area. After a two-hour wait,
play was called off for the day with more than 50 players yet to
finish the first round. One stroke back was South Korean Amy
Yang after a 67, with 2012 winner Choi Na-yeon of South Korea
also at three-under, through 15 holes, along with American
Jane Park, through 13. “I drove the ball really well today,” said
Yang. “Staying in the fairway is key on this course.”

They were followed by six players in the clubhouse at 68.
Morgan Pressel, who had reached four-under by her 14th hole
of the day before slipping back, was among those at 68 along
with fellow Americans Austin Ernst, Sydnee Michaels and Liz
Nagel, and South Koreans Chun In-gee and Lee Mi-hyang.
Amateurs Regina Plasencia of Mexico and American Megan
Khang also reached four-under before falling back. Khang, 17,
birdied four of five holes from the third before following with
five bogeys to card a 71. Plasencia, 21, also had four front-nine
birdies before a double-bogey at the par-three eighth hole
began a slide that took her to even-par through 12 holes.

REMARKABLY SOLID
World number one Park In-bee of South Korea stood two-

under through 14 holes when the weather delay struck,
along with 16-year-old Chinese amateur He Mu-ni, who had
completed 11 holes. Another shot back was a large group at
one-under 69 that included world number three Stacy Lewis,
who was one shot better than second-ranked Lydia Ko of
New Zealand. Webb, whose last major triumph came nine
years ago at the Kraft Nabisco, played a remarkably solid
round. The winner of 41 career LPGA titles hit every fairway
and 17 of 18 greens in her impressive round.

Webb, who won the first of her back-to-back US Open
crowns 15 years ago, said she is still driven by competi-
tion. “Playing rounds like this is what motivates me. I’ve
worked really hard over the last year, because I changed
coaches. “The swing is starting to be a little more auto-
matic,” said Webb. “I don’t have to think about what body
part moves when.” Webb praised the setup of the course.
“I used every club in my bag except the six-iron,” the
Australian said. “When they set up a course like that to use
every club, it’s a good setup.” Some notable players strug-
gled. Cristie Kerr, the 2007 winner, was six-over after 15
holes, while two-times major winner Suzann Pettersen of
Norway shot 79.— Reuters

SILVIS: Jordan Spieth struggled in his return
to the PGA Tour on Thursday, firing an even-
par 71 in the opening round of the John
Deere Classic, the final tune-up before the
British Open. Spieth is having a year for the
ages after winning the first two major cham-
pionships of the season and is hoping to use
the John Deere as a springboard for success
at the British Open which begins in one
week. The 21-year-old has happy memories
after winning this event as a teenager in
2013 to become the youngest winner on the
PGA Tour in 82 years, beating Zach Johnson
and David Hearn in a playoff.

But he has his work cut out for him if he is
to do it again as he finished eight shots back
of the leaders on Thursday with three
bogeys, three birdies and 12 pars in the first
round at the TPC Deere Run. Spieth was six
shots back after round one when he won in
2013. “Just a rusty round,” said Spieth, who
was criticised by some for playing this week

instead of travelling to Europe to get ready
for the British Open. “I didn’t get out on the
golf course like maybe I should have.”
Americans Justin Thomas and Nicholas
Thompson shot matching eight-under 63s to
grab a one-stroke lead on Thursday. Thomas,
who contended at last week’s Greenbrier
Classic and is gunning for his first US tour
title, began on the back nine and rolled in 10
birdies in his round. 

Thomas, who had an early start, had three
straight pars from 10. He drained a six-footer
for birdie at 13, but gave that shot back with
a bogey on 14. He responded by going on a
run to finish up his front nine. Thomas ran off
four straight birdies from 15, capped off by a
putt from 53 feet at the par-four 18th. A pair
of pars at one and two started off Thomas’
closing nine. Thomas, 22, finished up with a
par at the ninth. “It’s hard not to shoot really
low when you make that many putts today. It
was great to see them falling,” said Thomas.

“I hit some bad shots, but when I hit them
bad I seemed to leave them in the right
spots. It was a really good day, it was fun.”

We ‘played pretty good’ 
Thompson, playing in the afternoon, also

started on the back nine. “You know, I played
well, hit a lot of good golf shots. Most impor-
tantly, I hit a lot of fairways,” Thompson said.
“I had a group with two good guys in it and
we all played pretty good, made a lot of
birdies. I think everybody fed off each other.”
Luke Guthrie bogeyed the last hole and he
fell into a share of third place with Charles
Howell. They shot seven-under 64s.
American Steve Stricker, who has won this
event three times, is in the hunt once again
following his six-under 65. He is tied for fifth
with Robert Garrigus, Daniel Summerhays,
Shawn Stefani and Steven Alker. Defending
champion Brian Harman shot a four-under
67, putting him in a tie for 21st.— AFP 

Spieth ‘eight back’ in

patchy Open tune-up

ILLINOIS: Jordan Spieth tees off on the sixth hole during the first round of the John Deere Classic held at TPC Deere Run on July
9, 2015 in Silvis, Illinois. — AFP 

GULLANE: Justin Rose put himself into
prime position for a successful defense of
his Scottish Open crown after a second
straight round of 66 at Gullane yesterday.
The 34-year-old Englishman went out in 31
before parring his way down the relatively
tougher back nine on the par-70 course
which is a composite of the number one
and two courses on the East Lothian links.
That left him at eight under for the tourna-
ment and the joint clubhouse leader
alongside Ireland’s Shane Lowry, who had
identical back-to-back 66s, and Sweden’s
Johan Carlsson who added a 67 to a first
round of 65.

No player has ever won back-to-back
Scottish Open titles and, were Rose to

achieve that feat on Sunday, it would
underline his position among the favorites
at St Andrews in the absence of injured
world number one Rory McIlroy.Despite
the low scores, Rose assessed his game as
only “running at 50 per cent”, adding:
“There are still a couple of loose shots that I
am getting away with on this course that I
wouldn’t on other courses.  “But I feel like I
have managed my game well, played the
hard holes well and kept it clean.”

The 2013 US Open winner had a scary
moment at the 16th when his tee shot
struck an elderly spectator on the head,
which led to a teenage fan fainting at the
sight of the resulting blood. “I was pretty
concerned walking up there and seeing

there was someone on the ground, but he
took it like a trooper and was talking to me
so that was slightly reassuring. He told me
had been coming to tournaments for years
and years and had never got hit before.”
Rose’s playing partner, Phil Mickelson, who
won the 2013 Open just down the road at
Muirfield, could only manage one birdie on
the front nine and bogeys at 10 and 11 saw
him flirting with the projected cut after 77
players broke par on Thursday.

But a run of three straight birdies from
the 14th proved to be a timely tonic and
he came in with a 68 to stand at three
under for the tournament.  Low-scoring
was again the order of the day with calm
conditions prevailing and the greens

remaining soft and receptive. Sweden’s
Johan Carlsson was the first to get to eight
under after setting out in the first group of
the day. He had four birdies and one bogey
en route to his 67. “It was good. It was sol-
id. It was a bit less wind today,” he said.
“Eight under after two rounds on this
course, I’m happy with that.” First round
leader Thorbjorn Olesen of Denmark, who
had a 63 on Thursday, struggled on the
front nine. He opened with four straight
pars, but a bogey at the fifth and a double
bogey at the par-three seventh pegged
him back. Meanwhile, England’s Daniel
Brooks, one shot off the lead overnight,
moved out to nine under through 14
holes.— AFP 

Rose flourishing at Scottish Open
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PARIS: As FIFA slid toward what has now
become a full-blown collapse of its reputation
and credibility, one of Sepp Blatter’s advisers
suggested to the president of football’s govern-
ing body that he should lift the lid on one of his
most tightly guarded secrets. Reveal how much
FIFA pays you, Mark Pieth advised. The Swiss
anti-corruption expert, recruited by FIFA for his
expertise in corporate governance, says he
argued that disclosing Blatter’s salary would
demonstrate that the discredited organization
is committed to change and transparency.

Blatter wouldn’t have it. Pieth says the FIFA
president explained that doing so risked embar-
rassing and upsetting his allies on the FIFA
board whose pay is also secret. “He told me:
‘Well, you know, I couldn’t,’” the Basel University
professor recalls. “‘It wouldn’t go down well
with my friends.’” One million dollars? Five mil-
lion? More than that? Two years after Blatter
rejected Pieth’s advice, the exact extent of his
salary and perks remain known only by him and
a seeming tiny handful of perhaps no more
than four others at FIFA headquarters. Here is a
look at why the secrecy should be lifted:

SET AN EXAMPLE
Founded in 1904 with the simple aim of

organizing football internationally, FIFA has
grown into a multi-billion dollar global enter-
prise largely thanks to the World Cup’s financial
success under Blatter’s reign since 1998. Like
multi-national corporations, it publishes
detailed annual financial accounts and is audit-
ed. Beset by allegations of vote-buying and cor-
ruption involving members of its ruling execu-
tive committee, FIFA also in 2011 launched
reforms that tightened the way it does business
but which haven’t gone far enough for its many
critics. Failing to publish the pay of Blatter and
other executives gives the impression that FIFA
must still have something to hide, when it
should set an example for football to follow.
“The old idea is these guys just put their hand in

the till and distribute money wildly because
they have so much of it,” Pieth said in a phone
interview with The Associated Press.

OTHERS DO BETTER
Some football organizations are far more

open, making FIFA look secretive. Obliged to do
so by US law, the US Soccer Federation that
governs the sport in the United States files tax
returns that give astounding detail about exec-
utive compensation when compared to FIFA.
The filings are easy to find on the federation
website. The most recent shows federation CEO
Dan Flynn got a base salary of US$528,209, plus
$102,250 in bonuses, for an average 40 hours of
work per week in the 2013 tax year and even
that the federation pays his health club bill of
$180 per month.  The accounts for England’s
Football Association, also accessible via its web-
site, aren’t as transparent but do show - as
required by British law - that the highest paid
director got 550,000 pounds ($850,000) in
salary and benefits. Governed by Swiss law,
FIFA’s public accounts lack such detail. They say
$39.7 million was paid to “key management
personnel” in 2014. That included Blatter and
the 24 other members of his executive commit-
tee, plus 12 executives at FIFA headquarters. If
evenly split between all 37 people, that would
be $1 million each. FIFA says the total includes
gross salary and social charges but won’t break
down who got what or even answer questions
about why it fails to do so. “We have no further
comments on individual compensation,” it said
by email to the AP.

COPY CONCACAF
The governing body for football in the

North and Central Americas and the Caribbean
has been hit hard by the latest corruption scan-
dal. Its former general secretary, Chuck Blazer,
pleaded guilty in the United States to racketeer-
ing, income tax evasion, wire fraud and money
laundering conspiracies and was banned from

the game for life on Thursday by FIFA’s ethics
committee. To prevent the confederation from
imploding, CONCACAF this week announced
reforms that include exemplary policies on pay
which will be more transparent than FIFA’s. As
US Soccer does, tax returns reporting executive
salaries will be published on CONCACAF’s web-
site. CONCACAF is also proposing that execu-
tives’ compensation be approved annually by
its congress. These changes could pressure oth-
ers, including FIFA, to follow suit. “We think if
we can do it, they can do it,” CONCACAF legal
adviser Sam Gandhi said in an AP phone inter-
view. “Sports federations shouldn’t be worried
about the truth. ... If people are valuable, people
recognize that they should be paid a valuable
amount. But we shouldn’t have anything to
hide when it comes to this stuff.”

COST VS WORTH
FIFA executive committee members are

treated like royalty, housed in the best hotels,
ferried in limousines and, on top of reportedly
generous per diems when conducting FIFA
business, also paid $300,000 a year, one insider
confirmed to AP. Without breaking down the
expenses, FIFA’s accounts show it spends a
prince’s ransom on meetings: $35.5 million in
2014, including travel and accommodation for
its 209 member associations to a congress in
Brazil. Jim Boyce, an executive committee
member from 2011-2015, bristled at the sug-
gestion that FIFA is overly lavish. “Bankers, for
example, are getting millions of bloody bonus-
es and all the rest of it and their banks are going
down the tube,” he said in an AP interview.
“There are many people in many walks of life
who are paid a salary for doing a job ... That’s a
personal thing between a company and the
employee. It’s not dishonest if people pay their
taxes.” But without detail on who gets what
exactly, it’s impossible for outsiders to judge
whether FIFA and the sport it is meant to serve
is getting value for money.— AP 

Lifting the lid on one of FIFA’s 
big secrets: The executive pay

Liverpool hand
Henderson captaincy;

Sterling returns 
LONDON: Jordan Henderson has been named as Liverpool’s
new captain, replacing the departed Steven Gerrard, the
Premier League club announced yesterday, while Raheem
Sterling has returned to training. Former Sunderland midfielder
Henderson has long been tipped for the captain’s armband per-
manently since Gerrard announced that he was joining MLS
side LA Galaxy. “I’m absolutely delighted and proud. It is a great
honor and a huge privilege to be named as the captain of this
football club,” Henderson told the club’s official website. “When
Steven wasn’t in the team last season, I tried to do the best I
could when I stepped in and took the armband. Now I’ll be
looking to carry that on and continue to grow as a captain. “I’ll
look to give my best all of the time, put the team firmly first and
try to give them-or help them with-whatever they need from
me,” added Henderson.

The 25-year-old has been a key figure, making nearly 200
appearances for the Merseysiders since joining for £16 million
(22.2m euros, $24.8m) four years ago. The England international
captained the side on occasion when Gerrard was unavailable
last season. Meanwhile, Sterling has returned to training after a
two-day hiatus as speculation increases about the winger’s
future.The England winger is believed to have called in sick and
allegedly told the club earlier this week that he didn’t want to
go on their pre-season tour of Asia and Australia.  The 20-year-
old is wanted by Premier League rivals Manchester City who
have had two bids for Sterling turned down. The Etihad outfit
have bid £30 million and £40 million for Sterling, but Liverpool
value the forward at closer to £50 million. Manager Brendan
Rodgers’s relationship with Sterling appears to have strained
since the player turned down a lucrative new contract worth
£100,000 per week in January this year. Former captain Gerrard,
who’s set to make his debut for LA Galaxy this weekend, has
criticized Sterling over the ongoing dispute. “I’m not happy with
all that carry-on. He needs to go in and see the owners. You
don’t have to throw in illness, or refuse to go on tour,” Gerrard
told British broadcaster Sky Sports.

“There are millions of Liverpool fans waiting to see Raheem
pull on a Liverpool shirt. “It looks very disappointing from where
I’m sat. The fans have shown him great support, they want him
to stay and I believe that he should too.” added Gerrard, who
made nearly 700 appearances for Liverpool before his depar-
ture at the end of last season. “It’s very difficult for me to sit here
and support him and the team around him...what they’re trying
to do with his career at a young age. “It’ll be a terrible shame if
he goes somewhere and doesn’t kick on as a player. “It’s slightly
disappointing how far the situation has gone - but the only way
I can see for him is out at the moment.” Liverpool are expected
to depart for their pre-season tour on Sunday with their first
game against a Thai All Stars XI in Bangkok next Tuesday.—AFP 

Palace sign Cabaye from 
PSG for club record fee
LONDON: Crystal Palace have signed France midfielder Yohan
Cabaye from Paris St Germain for a club-record fee of 10 million
pounds ($15.44 million) on a three-year deal, the Premier League
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US surge to top spot of women’s rankings
LAUSANNE: The United States returned to the
top of the women’s FIFA world rankings yester-
day after their victorious World Cup campaign
in Canada. The US won a record third world title
when they thrashed holders Japan 5-2 in the
final at BC Place Stadium in Vancouver last
Sunday, July 5, meaning they knock Germany
off the top of the rankings. Jill Ellis’s side beat
Germany 2-0 in the semi-finals in Montreal
which guaranteed them top spot, with Silvia
Neid’s team dropping to second.  France, who
were beaten on penalties by the Germans in
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LONDON: Shock Wimbledon finalist Garbine Muguruza has
banned her parents from watching her title showdown
against Serena Williams as she doesn’t want them to jinx
her. The 21-year-old Spaniard has had a set routine on her
way to a first Grand Slam final which has included getting
up and cleaning her teeth at a certain time while her moth-
er and father stayed in Spain so as not to upset the rhythm.
Now the world number 20 has decided against inviting
Jose Antonio and Venezuelan mother Scarlet over to the All
England Club. “My parents, they’re going to be in Barcelona
watching me on the TV. I don’t want to change anything,
but I’m not superstitious,” she said yesterday. Muguruza
also revealed that as a child she had dreamed of facing
Williams in the Wimbledon final. “It’s weird. When I was
eight, I was dreaming. Now it’s happening. It’s amazing. It’s
what I’ve worked for. Now I’m feeling that all my effort, all
the work that I did before, it’s like paying off,” said
Muguruza who couldn’t recall who won the match she
dreamt about. But having defeated the world number one
in real life-at the French Open last year-she said she will not

be intimidated by a player who has lost just once in 39
matches in 2015. “It’s really important because it makes you
see and realise that she’s also a person. She knows that I
can win against her, that I’m not afraid. I don’t think she’s
really used to this. Serena doesn’t lose so many matches in
the year. I think it’s important.”

Key role
Muguruza was just nine months old in 1994 when

Conchita Martinez became the last Spanish woman to win
Wimbledon. But 21 years later, Martinez finds herself in the
position of playing a key role in convincing her compatriot
that she can pull off the seemingly impossible today and
derail Williams’s bid to win a sixth Wimbledon crown. “Well,
we were laughing when the tournament started because I
was like, Conchita, I ’m not sure about grass,” said
Muguruza, recalling her conversation with Martinez, who
defeated Martina Navratilova in the 1994 final.

It was her only triumph at the majors and Navratilova’s
last appearance in a Grand Slam final. “She’s like, C’mon,

you can play good. She’s just telling me every day, every
match, Keep going, you’re doing great. Giving me power,”
she added. Muguruza was right to be cautious about her
prospects at the All England Club. Before the tournament
began, the world number 20 had won just one match on
grass this summer at Eastbourne after losing in the first
round in Birmingham.

But the Venezuela-born Muguruza has been rejuvenat-
ed at Wimbledon, knocking out top 10 players Angelique
Kerber and Caroline Wozniacki to make her first final at the
majors. She will also rise into the world top 10 next week,
only the fourth Spanish woman to do so. If she beats world
number one Williams, she will become the new world num-
ber six. But the American is the overwhelming favorite
today. She will be playing in her eighth Wimbledon final,
seeking a sixth title. It’s Williams’ 25th Grand Slam final
where victory will give her a 21st major title, just one
behind the Open Era record of Steffi Graf. She can also com-
plete her second career “Serena Slam” by holding all four
Grand Slam titles at the same time. —AFP

Muguruza bans parents from Wimbledon final

WIMBLEDON: US player Serena Williams (left) returns against Russia’s Maria Sharapova (right) during their
women’s semi-final match on day ten of the 2015 Wimbledon Championships at The All England Tennis Club in
Wimbledon, southwest London. —AFP

Serena shrugs off 
Wimbledon pressure 
as history beckons

LONDON: Serena Williams insists she doesn’t care about making history
even though the world number one can add more lustre to her legacy
with victory over Garbine Muguruza in today’s Wimbledon final. As if win-
ning the sixth Wimbledon title and 21st major of her career wouldn’t be
enough to underline Williams’ credentials as one of the all-time greats, she
has a slew of other milestones within reach in her 25th Grand Slam final.

After demolishing Maria Sharapova to move into her eighth
Wimbledon final, Serena, who has a remarkable 38-1 record in 2015, is just
one victory away from holding all four major titles at the same time-a rare
feat she last achieved in 2002-03. A win over surprise finalist Muguruza
would also make the 33-year-old American the first woman to land the
French Open and Wimbledon back-to-back since she last achieved the
double in 2002. Perhaps most significantly, lifting the Venus Rosewater
Dish for the first time since 2012 would leave Serena needing only to
defend the US Open to become the first woman since Steffi Graf in 1988
to claim a calendar Grand Slam.

But rather than dwell on those legacy-defining possibilities, Williams
made it clear the only reason she is in such a privileged position is because
she no longer frets about her place in the pantheon of tennis greats. “I
don’t want the pressure of that. It’s been okay just to free my brain,” she
said. “I’ve won so many Grand Slam titles. I’m at a position where I don’t
need to win another Wimbledon. I could lose today. Sure, I won’t be hap-
py. But I don’t need another Wimbledon title. “Getting to 18 majors was
super stressful for me. I was so desperate to do it. After that, I’ve just been
really enjoying myself.”

While coy about her achievements, Serena admits her success is
fuelled by a fiercely competitive streak that refuses to dim even at an age
when many of her former rivals have long since retired. “I really hate los-
ing. So I’m that kind of person that will work hard, work harder than any-
body else to make sure I don’t get that,” she said. “I keep reinventing
myself, always try to improve something or get better.” Williams, the first
woman to reach the finals of all four majors consecutively since Justine
Henin in 2006, is heavily favoured to defeat Muguruza, a Grand Slam final
debutant who has just one tour-level title compared to Serena’s 67.

But Williams need only recall her shock loss against Muguruza at last
year’s French Open to ensure she guards against complacency. “It’s defi-
nitely not an easy match-up. She actually has a win against me. She’s given
me problems in the past,” Serena said. “I don’t think she’s intimidated at
all.” Muguruza’s tense three-set win over Polish 13th seed Agnieszka
Radwanska in the last four made her the first Spanish woman to reach the
Wimbledon final since Arantxa Sanchez-Vicario in 1996. Conchita Martinez
was the last Spanish women’s champion in 1994 and the 21-year-old
revealed she has been inspired to overcome her dislike of grass by regular
chats with her compatriot.

“We were laughing, when the tournament started, because I was like,
‘Conchita, I’m not sure about grass’,” she said. “She said, ‘C’mon, you can
play good’. She’s just telling me every day, every match, ‘Keep going,
you’re doing great’. Giving me power.” And Muguruza, Venezuela-born
and Barcelona-raised, says beating Serena for the loss of just four games in
Paris, shows she has no reason to fear the American. “Roland Garros will
help me a lot because every time you play these important matches, you
feel, ‘Okay, I’ve been here before. I know what I have to do’,” she said. “To
have Serena in the Wimbledon final is the hardest match you can have.
“But if you want to win a Grand Slam, when you dream, you say, I want (to
beat) Serena in the final.” —AFP

MADRID: David Ferrer has pulled out of Spain’s Davis Cup
team for next week’s Group I tie away to Russia after failing
to recover sufficiently from an elbow injury and will be
replaced by Tommy Robredo. World number seven Ferrer,
who withdrew from Wimbledon on the eve of the tourna-
ment, initially made himself available to Spain’s new captain
Conchita Martinez for the July 17-19 match in Vladivostok.

However, he wrote on his Twitter feed on Friday that
tests with his physio and Spanish tennis federation (RFET)
doctor Angel Ruiz Cotorro had prompted his decision to
stand down. “I don’t know when I will be able to return to
action,” Ferrer wrote. “I will keep you posted.” Spain, the
five-times winners, will also be missing the likes of Rafa
Nadal, Feliciano Lopez and Fernando Verdasco. They need a
victory to have a chance of getting back into the elite World

Group for next year’s competition. Martinez announced a
five-man team on Tuesday, which as well as Ferrer also
included Pablo Andujar, Daniel Gimeno-Traver, Marc Lopez
and David Marrero.

Ferrer will be replaced by Robredo, the world number 19,
and Jaume Antoni Munar will come in for Gimeno-Traver, the
RFET said in an emailed statement. “From the start Tommy
Robredo accepted the challenge of helping us in this tie,”
Martinez said. “He has already been preparing this morning for
the match, for which I will also count on the presence of
Jaume Antoni Munar, one of our promising youngsters,” she
added. Nadal, Ferrer and other top Spanish players became
embroiled in a dispute with the Spanish tennis federation
(RFET) last year over the appointment of Gala Leon as the
nation’s first female Davis Cup captain. —Reuters

Robredo replaces Ferrer 
in Spain’s Davis Cup team
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HARARE: India’s centurian Ambati Rayudu (center) is congratulated by teammates at the end of the first game
in a series of 3 ODI cricket matches between Zimbabwe and India at Harare Sports Club  yesterday. —AFP

HARARE: India’s Ambati Rayudu hit a career-best
unbeaten century to help them secure a tense four-run
win over Zimbabwe in the first one-day international at
the Harare Sports Club yesterday. After being sent in to
bat, India stumbled to 87 for five before Rayudu (124
not out from 133 balls) and Stuart Binny (77 from 76
balls) put on an Indian record 160 for the sixth wicket to
help the tourists reach 255 for six in their 50 overs.
Zimbabwe battled to keep up with the rate on a slow
wicket but late fireworks from captain Elton
Chigumbura (104 not out from 101 balls) saw them
need 10 off the final over.

They reduced that to six from three balls but
Bhuvneshwar Kumar bowled brilliantly to concede just
a single from there and India could breath again having
restricted the hosts to 251 for seven. Chigumbura wait-
ed 174 matches for his maiden ODI ton and now has
two in as many innings but will be desperately disap-
pointed not to have got his side over the line. The day
belonged to Rayudu as he reached his second ODI cen-
tury off 117 balls, with only 22 of those runs coming
from boundaries, and has now scored 225 runs in four
innings in Zimbabwe with just two dismissals.

He was superbly supported by Binny, whose run-a-
ball knock defied the conditions with the pair doing
most of the damage as India scored 90 runs in the final
10 overs. Binny continued his fine match with two for 54
with the ball but left-arm slow bowler Axel Patal (two
for 41) was the pick of the tourists’ attack. Off-spinner
Harbhajan Singh, playing his first ODI in over four years,
returned figures of one for 46 in his 10 overs. The sec-
ond ODI of the three-match series will be on Sunday at
the same venue, with the teams also playing two
Twenty20 games starting next Friday. —Reuters

Rayudu unbeaten ton 
leads India to victory

DAMBULLA: With the Test series in the bag, Pakistan will now focus on
the one-dayers against Sri Lanka from today that could determine their
qualification for the Champions Trophy in 2017.  Misbah-ul Haq’s tourists
won the Tests 2-1 by chasing down a target of 377 for the loss of just three
wickets after being 13-2 in the decisive final match in Pallekele on
Tuesday.

Pakistan achieved the sixth highest successful chase in history through
a brilliant unbeaten 171 from Younis Khan, 125 from opener Shan Masood
and 59 not out from Misbah. But none of these batsmen will be seen in
action when the five-match one-day series opens in Dambulla-with
Misbah having retired from limited-overs cricket and both Younis and
Masood not selected.Top order batsman Azhar Ali will lead the ninth-
ranked tourists who need a series win to keep their hopes alive of qualify-
ing for the eight-nation Champions Trophy in England.   “This is obviously
a very important series for us and we will make sure we play well and win,”
Azhar said. “Most of the players know what to expect in Sri Lanka. We are
ready.” Pakistan have struggled in one-day cricket in recent months after
being knocked out by eventual champions and hosts Australia in the
quarter-finals of the World Cup in Adelaide in March. Azhar’s men suffered
a 3-0 embarrassment at the hands of Bangladesh in April, before beating
lowly Zimbabwe 2-0 in their first home series since the 2009 militant
attack on the Sri Lankan team bus in Lahore.

NEW FACES IN BOTH TEAMS
Pakistan have called up left-arm fast bowler Mohammad Irfan, the

tallest international cricketer ever at seven feet one inch (2.16 metres),
who has recovered from a hip injury suffered during the World Cup.  But
pace spearhead Wahab Riaz is still sidelined with a hand injury sustained
during the Test series, while spinning allrounder Haris Sohail has an
injured knee. The touring squad includes two new batsmen in Mukhtar
Ahmed, 22, and Bilal Asif, 29, while batsman-wicketkeeper Umar Akmal
and seamer Junaid Khan were not selected.

Sri Lanka, playing their first one-day series since the retirement of
Mahela Jayawardene and Kumar Sangakkara from the shorter format after
the World Cup, are also rebuilding for the future. The hosts, who were also
World Cup quarter-finalists, have included two new allrounders, Milinda
Siriwardana and Sachith Pathirana, both of whom bowl left-arm spin.  Sri
Lanka’s 15-man squad, led by Test captain Angelo Mathews, includes just
six players who took part in the preceding Test series. The rivals will get
their first taste of the new one-day regulations which have no batting pow-
erplay, no compulsory close-in catchers in the opening 10 overs, and allow
five fielders outside the circle-instead of four-in the final 10 overs. —AFP

Rio’s ‘midnight’ Olympics 
performance may suffer

RIO DE JANEIRO: Rio de Janeiro may have a penchant for late-night
parties, but scheduling of events past midnight at next year’s Olympic
Games could be a real test of endurance for the world’s greatest ath-
letes. Academics and athletes fear the late hour could hinder perform-
ance and result in fewer world records and displays of athletic mastery
at Rio 2016 as competitors struggle to adjust training and sleep pat-
terns.

The schedule, partly the result of broadcast contracts, will see some
swimming finals, beach volleyball and basketball matches run into the
early hours. After media, warm down, drug testing and the taxi home,
athletes might not be in bed until 3-4 am local time. Athletics is also due
to be held late, with finals finishing after 11 pm. “It’s going to be a chal-
lenge and could impact on times,” said Marc Woods, a former British
swimmer who won 12 Paralympic medals in five separate Games. What
will be the latest finals at an Olympics in recent memory has brought
into focus the tension between sponsors, broadcasters and the sports
they support and televise. While viewing figures are vital for the fund-
ing of nearly all Olympic sports, athletes and fans have long expressed
concern over the rising influence of television and advertisers. “It kind of
stinks. They’re not really looking out for the athletes,” said Dara Torres, a
former US swimmer who won 12 Olympic medals across five Games
between 1984 and 2008. Scheduling is the responsibility of the
International Olympic Committee (IOC), but key broadcasters such as
America’s NBC and Brazil’s TV Globo have significant influence.

Rio de Janeiro is one hour ahead of New York or Washington, D.C.
and the timetable for swimming, beach volleyball and basketball will fit
into so-called “prime time” of 8-11 pm Eastern Time. It also suits Brazil’s
TV Globo, being around the same time soccer is usually shown, and will
not interfere with the broadcaster’s flagship nightly novela, or soap.
NBC, owned by Comcast Corp, is the biggest player in Olympic broad-
casting having paid $12 billion over two contracts to air all Games
between 2014 and 2032. It has been on the receiving end of criticism
before, notably for delaying broadcast of London 2012 events. NBC
declined to comment and Globo did not immediately respond to
requests for comment. —Reuters

Pakistan seek ODI revival in Sri Lanka series

HARARE: Scoreboard for the first innings in the first one-day
international between Zimbabwe and India yesterday:
India

A. Rahane c Masakadza b Tiripano 34
M. Vijay c Sibanda b Vitori 1
A. Rayudu not out 124
M. Tiwary lbw b Chibhabha 2
R. Uthappa run out 0
K. Jadhav c Mutumbami b Chibhabha 5
S. Binny c Mutumbami b Tiripano 77
A. Patel not out 2
Extras (2lb, 8w) 10
Total (6 wkts, 50 overs) 255
Fall of wickets: 1-9 (Vijay), 2-60 (Rahane), 3-74 (Tiwary), 4-77
(Uthappa), 5-87 (Jadhav), 6-247 (Binny)
Bowling: Panyangara 9.2-1-53-0, Vitori 9-0-63-1, Tiripano 8.4-1-
48-2, Chibhabha 10-2-25-2, Cremer 10-0-47-0, Williams 3-0-17-0.

Zimbabwe

V. Sibanda c Harbhajan Singh b Binny 20
C. Chibhabha c Rahane b Kumar 3
H. Masakadza c Tiwary b Patel 34
E. Chigumbura not out 104
S. Williams b Patel 0
Sikandar Raza c Patel b Harbhajan Singh 37
R. Mutumbami c Harbhajan Singh b Binny 7
G. Cremer c Binny b Kulkarni 27
D. Tiripano not out 1
Extras (8b, 1lb, 9w) 18
Total (7wkts, 50 overs) 251
Fall of wickets: 1-16 (Chibhabha), 2-47 (Sibanda), 3-89
(Masakadza), 4-94 (Williams), 5-142 (Sikandar Raza), 6-160
(Mutumbami), 7-246 (Cremer)
Did not bat: T. Panyangara, B. Vitori
Bowling: Kumar 10-1-35-1, Kulkarni 9-0-60-1, Binny 10-0-54-2,
Harbhajan Singh 10-0-46-1, Patel 10-1-41-2, Tiwary 1-0-6-0.

SCOREBOARD
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Serena shrugs off 
Wimbledon pressure 
as history beckonsSportsSports

CHICAGO: Jorge Corrales #13 of Cuba leaps over Hector Herrera #6 (left) and Jonathan Dos Santoes #8 of Mexico as he chases the ball during a match in the 2015 CONCACAF Gold Cup
at Soldier Field on July 9, 2015 in Chicago, Illinois. — AFP 

CHICAGO: Mexico’s Gold Cup quest got off
to an emphatic start with a crushing 6-0
demolition of short-handed Cuba in their
opening game on Thursday at Soldier Field.
Cuba came into the contest in disarray after
learning that forward Keiler Garcia was
missing from the lineup, apparently after
having defected, news reports said. The US
media also reported that six players and
head coach Raul Gonzalez were unable to
make it to Chicago in time for the match
because of visa problems. That left Cuba
with just 16 players to face powerhouse
Mexico, who have won the CONCACAF
Gold Cup tournament six times.

In the other Group C game Thursday,

Trinidad & Tobago also got off to a flying
start with a 3-1 victory over Guatemala in
Chicago. Oribe Peralta scored a hat trick
while Giovani dos Santos, Andres Guardado
and Carlos Vela scored a goal each in the
rout for El Tri, who finished with 18 shots
on goal to Cuba’s one. Peralta opened the
scoring with a right footed shot from the
center of the box in the 17th minute after
seizing control of a headed pass from team-
mate Guardado. Vela capitalized on poor
clearing attempt by the Cuban defense five
minutes later to make it 2-0 before Peralta
potted his second of the game with a blast
to the bottom left corner in the 37th
minute.

Guardado snuck past the defense to
head another in and make it 4-0 before the
half and then Peralta completed the hat
trick by outjumping goalkeeper Disovelis
Guerra and a defender to head it home
halfway through the second half. The game
was a rematch of the 2011 Gold Cup group
stage game which Mexico won 5-0. Mexico
has met the US in three of the last five finals
but the El Tri have been experiencing a
rough patch of late as they have been hit by
some key injuries and came into this tourna-
ment riding a seven-match losing streak.

But their problems are paltry compared
to turmoil that surrounds Cuba who always
seem to come into the Gold Cup under a

dark cloud. Garcia is believed to have
deserted Wednesday and did not show up
for a team breakfast Thursday morning.
Assistant coach Walter Benitez took control
of the team for Thursday’s game but offi-
cials are hopeful that Gonzalez and the six
players will be able to join the team in time
for Sunday’s game against Trinidad &
Tobago. Trinidad & Tobago stunned
Guatemala with three goals in the opening
25 minutes then held on for the easy win in
the early game. Sheldon Bateau, Cordell
Cato and Joevin Jones scored for the
Caribbean side. Striker Carlos Ruiz netted
the lone goal for Guatemala in the second
half. — AFP 

Mighty Mexico rout depleted Cuba 
Trinidad beat Guatemala in Gold Cup


