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LAUSANNE: It seems many moons ago that
David Rudisha streaked to a world record-
breaking victory in the 800m at the London
Olympics. The Kenyan set the end of a fantas-
tic track and field spectacle at the 2012 Games
alight when he clocked a breath-taking 1min
40.91sec around two laps of the track. But
then injury hit, with 26-year-old Rudisha miss-
ing out on the world championships in
Moscow in 2013. There was another injury
scare earlier this season when Rudisha quickly
pulled up in a 600m race clutching his thigh.

He has rebounded from that incident,
however, with victory in the New York
Diamond League and insisted Wednesday

that his focus was on next month’s world
champs in Beijing. “Injury is gone and all is
good to reach about 1:43,” he said ahead of an
outing at the Diamond League at Lausanne, a
venue where he won his first race still as a jun-
ior athlete and still at school. “My main aim for
2015 is the world championships in Beijing
and see what I can do there. “Since 2012, with
all my disappointment and injuries, it has
been difficult to get preparation and training. I
was not finishing training well, sometimes at
about 70 percent. And this also reflects on my
competitions.

“So, it is a good way to test different tactics.
But now I am in good shape and I am strong,

so I will start strong and finish strong.” Rudisha
added: “With all these difficulties, I had lots of
disappointments, but I always fight back and
come back. As we say, What does not kill you
make you stronger.” The lean, softly-spoken
Kenyan did not rule out an attempt on the
Stade de la Pontaise record of 1:42.61 held by
Kenyan-born Dane Wilson Kipketer, with
weather forecast to be hot and sunny. “The
weather needs to be good, I believe we are in
good shape for 1:42 something. But we need
good weather. Even 1:42.50 is not easy to
achieve. But why not?!”

Rudisha said that the increased rivalry in
the 800m was only for the good. “I believe my

friends, like (Ethiopian) Mohammed Aman, we
will be able to push each other,” he said.
“When the competition is up there, everybody
is more competitive. Since 2010, we have
been seeing good races, I have been able to
push my colleagues.  Sometimes they are in
good shape, but not always confident. Finally,
it results a lot in your training.” Rudisha put his
injuries down more to bad luck than “bad”
training. “It is difficult to know what exactly
causes the problems and the injuries,” he
admitted. “We have good physiotherapist and
medical support in Kenya, not as many as in
Europe. But we work very closely with them. I
think my body is just a bit sensitive!” — AFP 

Rudisha aiming to bury injury woes for Beijing push

Bangladesh 
upbeat for 

S Africa ODIs
DHAKA: A fast-improving Bangladesh are confident of
upsetting another of world cricket’s powerhouses on
home turf when they take on South Africa in a three-
match ODI series starting today. Although Bangladesh
suffered a 2-0 reverse in the recent Twenty20 series
against the visitors, the game’s one-time whipping
boys have become a force to be reckoned with in the
50-over format and have not lost an ODI series at
home since February last year. After their making it to
the World Cup quarter-finals for the first time in their
history earlier this year, Bangladesh then trounced
Pakistan 3-0 in April before following up with a 2-1 tri-
umph over India last month.

Although India’s consolation win marked the end
of a record 10-match home winning streak,
Bangladeshi opening batsman Tamim Iqbal said that
confidence in the camp was high despite losing the
T20s to the Proteas. “In the past year, the players have
been reading ODIs much better and that’s the reason I
am sure that we will get more success in this format,”
Tamim told reporters ahead of the opening match at
the Sher-e-Bangla National Stadium in Dhaka.

“So as a unit we are obviously confident. You can’t
lose all your confidence because of one or two
defeats. When it comes to ODIs, we are a lot more con-
fident unit and we will only grow in confidence.” A vic-
tory would cement Bangladesh’s place in the eight-
team ICC Champions Trophy in 2017 which would be
another important milestone in the side’s develop-
ment. Faf du Plessis, who led the South Africans in the
T20s but will now hand over the captaincy for the
ODIs to Hashim Amla, said the Proteas had managed
to dent the hosts’ confidence with their triumph in the
shortest format.

“But I also appreciate and understand that one-day
cricket is a different format so we will go back to mak-
ing sure we prepare really well for the one day series,”
du Plessis told reporters. South Africa are resting their
normal ODI captain AB de Villiers who would anyway
have been banned from the first game as punishment
for a slow over rate during the World Cup semi-final
loss against New Zealand. Coach Russell Domingo
insisted that the absence of one of the world’s best
batsmen could be a blessing in disguise as South
Africa look to rebuild after their World Cup disappoint-
ment. “It would be a great opportunity to develop the
next tier of batters during this series,” Domingo said.

Leg-spinner Eddie Leie, who took 3-16 in an
impressive international debut in the second
Twenty20 international, has replaced de Villiers in the
ODI squad. Bangladesh have recalled batsmen
Mohammad Mahmudullah and Anamul Haque in their
14-man squad. Mahmudullah missed the India series
after fracturing his left index finger while Anamul was
injured during the World Cup in March and was sent
back home from Australia. The second and third ODIs
will  be held on July 12 and 15 in Dhaka and
Chittagong. The two teams will also play a two-Test
series following the ODIs. — AFP 

PAMPLONA: Half-ton fighting bulls crashed into and trampled
thrill-seeking runners as they raced down the cobblestone streets
of Pamplona in northern Spain yesterday, injuring five men, offi-
cials said. A huge black bull called “Jubilado”, or “Retired”, sped
ahead of a pack of six bulls, and charged runners before slipping
and falling on a group of daredevils. An isolated bull is more dan-
gerous because it can become disoriented and more likely to
attack. Runners, many wearing traditional white clothes with red
neck scarves, collided into each other or pushed one another out
of the way as the galloping animals neared.

“There was a lot of panic this morning. I jumped over six peo-
ple today,” said Peter Milligan, a 44-year-old lawyer from New
Jersey in the United States who took part in the run with his
brother and son. “One of the bulls hit me in the back with its nose
and then ran off. The whole time my son was running a couple of
steps ahead of me.” 

No one was gored but five Spanish men between the ages of
27 and 58 were taken to hospital for injuries to the head, knees or
elbows, the regional government of Navarra said in a statement.
None of the injuries were serious.

The bulls from the Los Victoriano del Rio ranch near Madrid

took just two minutes and 27 seconds to cover the 846.6-metre
(925-yard) course from a pen to the city’s bull ring, where they
will face matadors and certain death in the afternoon. Just before
the herd arrived in the ring one man grabbed the horn of the lead
bull, causing other runners to fall. Touching the bulls is forbidden.
It was the third of eight scheduled runs. A 27-year-old Australian
man was gored in the groin and thigh in Pamplona bull ring at
the end of the second run on Wednesday. Two Americans and a
Briton were gored in the first run on Tuesday.

All of the injured were treated in hospital and later released. “I
tripped and fell backward and a bull got me right in the armpit. I
got up, noticed a little blood. I looked under my shirt and noticed
a hole,” said one of the Americans who was gored on Tuesday,
Mike Webster. The 38-year-old occupational therapist from
Gainesville, Florida has been taking part in San Fermin for the
past 11 and it was his 38th bull run but he said he would not run
again. “I made an agreement with my wife that if I got injured I
would stop and watch,” he said. Fifteen people have been killed
in the bull runs since modern day records started in 1911, most
recently in 2009 when a bull gored a 27-year-old Spaniard in the
neck, heart and lungs. — AFP 

Charging bulls injure 
five in Spanish fiesta

PAMPLONA: Victoriano del Rio fighting bulls run over revelers during the running of the bulls, at the San Fermin festival, in
Pamplona, Spain yesterday. Revelers from around the world arrive in Pamplona every year to take part in some of the eight
days of the running of the bulls. — AP 


