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Ottoman 
architectural treasures

Where it has survived or been
painstakingly rebuilt, Bosnia’s architec-
tural heritage is a fascinating interplay of
medieval Ottoman and later Central
European styles. The old city centers of
Mostar and Sarajevo are the prime exam-
ples, but the town of Travnik retains a
fine sprinkling including two old clock
towers, a ‘many-colored mosque’, a
fortress and array of Ottoman graves.
Travnik was the setting for one of the
great novels of Nobel Prize-winning
Bosnian author Ivo Andric. Meanwhile in
Visegrad, the author is commemorated
in a new pseudo-antique town core built
as a kind of historic theme-park. Visegrad
was the setting for Andric’s masterwork,
Bridge on the Drina, whose main ‘charac-
ter’ is a real-life 1571 stone bridge. The
Mehmet Pasa Sokolovis Bridge stil l
stands and often appears to ‘float’ in the
misty canyon that fronts the town.

The Una Valley’s 
rapids and waterfalls

The adorable Una River goes through
a variety of moods. In the lush green
gorges northwest of Bihac, some sec-
tions are as calm as mirrored opal.
Others gush over widely fanned rapids,
as happens at Kostelski Buk where you
can enjoy the spectacle while dining at
one of BiH’s most appealing riverside
restaurants. Most dramatic is the glori-
ous Strbacki Buk, a waterfall that forms
the centrepiece of the Una National Park.
The Una Regatta in late July sees hun-
dreds of kayaks and rafts following a
three-day course from Kulen-Vakuf to
Bosanska Krupa, a quaint castle town
where it’s still possible to snap a photo
of Catholic, Muslim and Orthodox places
of worship all in a single frame.

Easy-access skiing at Bjelasnica
Out of the plane and onto the piste in

an hour? Not many resorts can offer you
that. But being under 30km from
Sarajevo’s compact airport, Bjelasnica is

one place where you just might manage
it. The small resort is hardly glitzy, but
two of its three hotels are new and fash-
ion-conscious, and the slopes are of
international quality. After all, events of
the 1984 Sarajevo Winter Olympics were
held here. Today there’s the added
attraction of floodlit night skiing (6pm-
9pm). And in summer, the area of moun-
tain villages tucked behind Bjelasnica
offers a whole gamut of exploration pos-
sibilities on foot, mountain bike or quad.

Hiking through pristine 
forest in Sutjeska National Park

Perucica is one of Europe’s last gen-
uinely primeval native forests with
stands of spruce, fir and beech some-
times exceeding 50m high, ranged
around a 70m waterfall .  As a Strict
Reserve it can only be visited with an
official guide, but numerous other trails
in the surrounding Sutjeska National
Park are open to all. These allow hiking
and mountain bike access to some fabu-
lous upland lakes. Start a visit by buying
a map from the Hotel Mladost at
Tjentiste, where bicycles are also avail-
able for rent.

Dozens of 
atmospheric castles

Perched high above the Una Valley,
Ostrozac Fortress is so spookily gothic
that it feels like the film set for a horror
movie. Jajce, one of Bosnia’s finest forti-
fied towns, is made all the more photo-
genic by a ring of urban waterfalls that
cascade in front of the old citadel area.
On a crag overlooking a deep cut valley
high above Kljuc, the recently restored
castle was the last of many Royal
Bosnian fortresses to fall  to the
Ottomans (1463). But there are many,
many more.. .  from Sarajevo’s hefty
Vratnik Citadel to the pretty fortress vil-
lage of Pocitelj outside Mostar, and
dozens of lesser-known ruins, there’s a
remarkable wealth of fortifications for
castle-addicts to explore. 
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