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Beyonce and Pearl Jam will headline the Global Citizen
Festival in New York, which for the first time will broad-
cast internationally as organizers seek to expand its anti-

poverty message. Other performers at the September 26 show
in Central Park will include Coldplay, whose frontman Chris
Martin has signed on to a long-term role in arranging the festi-
val, and English singer-songwriter Ed Sheeran, who previously
announced his participation.

Launched in 2012, the annual concert coinciding with the
UN General Assembly is free for fans who commit to actions
aimed at eradicating extreme poverty. Beyonce will be playing
one of only two announced shows since the pop superstar end-
ed a world tour last year. This year’s festival “is especially
rewarding as we all join focuses and utilize our talents for one
goal: to end extreme poverty globally,” Beyonce said in a state-
ment released yesterday.

The festival, which in the past has been broadcast only in
the United States by MSNBC, will aim to reach a worldwide
audience through a YouTube livestream, among other broad-
cast plans. Beyonce was a surprise performer at last year’s festi-
val during a set by her husband, rapper Jay Z. Another unex-
pected guest was Indian Prime Minister  Narendra Modi, who
vowed to improve sanitation for his nation’s poorest. Leaders of
the Global Poverty Project, which spearheads the event, recent-
ly traveled to India to meet Modi and discuss collaboration with
Indian stars, said Hugh Evans, its chief executive.

Seeking commitments on poverty 
The concert will come a day after the United Nations is

expected to announce new targets at the end of a 15-year glob-
al push against poverty known as the Millennium Development
Goals. “The stakes are a lot higher than any previous year,”
Evans said. “There is a huge focus this year on ensuring these
new goals are not just a nice wish list for development but are
fully financed, and that we actually have the means to ensure
that these goals are achieved,” he said.

One goal of the campaign is to ensure that most assistance
goes to the world’s poorest. Only 32 percent of US foreign aid
goes to least developed countries, according to a recent study.
The festival will also seek firm commitments on funding for san-
itation, food security and education. Teenage Nobel laureate

Malala Yousafzai, who was shot in 2012 for her support of edu-
cation for girls in Pakistan, on Tuesday urged world leaders to
give all children access to 12 years of free education. The cost,
she told a forum in Oslo, would be $39 billion-which she
described as the equivalent of eight days of global military
spending. The United Nations points to substantial progress in
the 15 years since establishing the Millennium Development
Goals.

Some 836 million people live in extreme poverty, down
from 1.9 billion in 1990, and tens of millions of lives have been

saved through disease prevention efforts, according to a UN
progress report.  But it pointed to persistent problems, includ-
ing out-of-school children, gender disparities and rising water
scarcities which affect 40 percent of the world’s people.

The concert aims to put development high on the agenda
with young people, at a time of a myriad global crises from
Syria to Ukraine and economic uncertainties in China and the
eurozone. Tickets for the concert will be earned by actions
against poverty that include calling government offices and, for
the first time this year, volunteering. The festival has generated
2.3 million such actions since 2012, organizers said. — AFP
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Pearl Jam performs at the “Made In America” music
festival in Philadelphia. — AP photos

AC/DC drummer escapes
jail over drugs, kill threat

AC/DC drummer Phil Rudd yesterday avoided prison for drug pos-
session and threatening to kill an employee, but a New Zealand
judge warned him failure to kick a narcotics habit would result in

jail time. Rudd, 61, was sentenced in Tauranga District Court to eight
months home detention after pleading guilty to the charges in April.
The drummer had faced a maximum seven years inside for threatening
to kill a former employee, with prosecutors arguing for an 18-month
term and the defense pleading for discharge without conviction. Judge
Thomas Ingram said Rudd’s limited criminal history meant home
detention was appropriate, saying he would be closely monitored and
imprisoned if drugs were found in his system.

“I stone cold guarantee that’s where you’ll end up,” Ingram said.
Motoring enthusiast Rudd arrived at court in a chauffeur-driven
Bentley with a group of family and friends to support him. Dressed in a
purple velour dinner jacket and jeans, he said little to waiting media as
he entered the courthouse beyond thanking fans for their “fantastic”
support. After being sentenced, he swore at a reporter outside the
court and told him to “get a fucking job”. Rudd’s own employment
with AC/DC is in doubt, despite his stated intention to rejoin the leg-
endary hard rockers.

The band have replaced him with Briton Chris Slade on their current
“Rock or Bust” world tour and his conviction will create difficulty travel-
ling internationally, even when his home detention is over. Rudd was
arrested in November at his waterfront mansion in the North Island
coastal town of Tauranga, with court documents revealing he was
accused of threatening to kill a former employee.

He was allegedly upset about poor organization at a function to
launch his solo album “Head Job” in August, calling an associate four
weeks later to say he wanted the ex-employee “taken out”, then phon-
ing the man and threatening his life. He allegedly offered the associate
“NZ$200,000 ($153,000), a motorbike, one of his cars or a house”. When
police raided Rudd’s home, they found 0.478 grams (0.017 ounces) of
methamphetamine and 91 grams (3.21 ounces) of cannabis, the docu-
ments said.

Rudd initially faced another charge of “attempting to procure mur-
der”, but it was dropped after prosecutors decided there was insuffi-
cient evidence. Rudd first joined AC/DC in 1975 and left in 1983, only to
return 11 years later. He was part of the AC/DC line-up inducted into
the Rock’n’Roll Hall of Fame in 2003 and won a Grammy for best hard
rock performance with the band for “War Machine” in 2010. — AFP

Former AC/DC drummer Phil Rudd gestures to fans as he
arrives for sentencing at the New Zealand District Court in
Tauranga yesterday. — AFP 

US pop star Ariana Grande
insisted Wednesday that she
“loves” her country after a

furor over a jibe she said was over
obesity. A video at a California
doughnut shop showed Grande
and one of her back-up dancers
playfully licking the sugary pastries
while they were still on the counter.
The gossip site TMZ released the
video and outrage erupted on
social media over the comments by
Grande who, upon seeing a new

tray of doughnuts, is heard saying a
profanity and then, “I hate
America.”

As the controversy grew, the
svelte 22-year-old said her remark
came from her distaste for
American overeating. “I am
EXTREMELY proud to be an
American and I’ve always made it
clear that I love my country,” she
said in a statement. “What I said in a
private moment with my friend,
who was buying the doughnuts,

was taken out of context and I am
sorry for not using more discretion
with my choice of words.”

Grande, whose dance pop has
rarely been political, called for
greater awareness “about the dan-
gers of overeating and the poison
that we put into our bodies.” “We
need to demand more from our
food industry,” she said. Grande
voiced concern that the United
States “has the highest child obesity
rate in the world.” A study last year

by the OECD group of developed
economies showed that the United
States had a higher-than-average
child obesity rate, although several
countries including Greece and
New Zealand fared worse. Amid the
controversy, Grande was replaced
as the headline entertainment for
next week’s Major League Baseball
All-Star Game by fellow singer Demi
Lovato. However, Grande said that
the change was because she is
undergoing oral surgery.—AFP
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