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WASHINGTON: Marine Corps Gen Joseph Dunford testifies before the Senate Armed Services Committee on his nomination to
be the chairman of the joints chiefs of staff, yesterday in the Hart Senate Office Building on Capitol Hill in Washington, DC.—AFP

WASHINGTON: South Carolina lawmakers
agreed yesterday to banish the Confederate
flag from the grounds of the State Capitol,
seeking reconciliation and healing after last
month’s shooting massacre at a black church.

In a pre-dawn vote capping a tense leg-
islative debate, the state’s House of
Representatives agreed overwhelmingly to
remove the polarizing battle symbol, which
for decades has held a place of prominence
in front of the legislature building. The meas-
ure was passed by a resounding 94 in favor
and 20 against-far above the two-thirds
majority needed for final approval. 

The same bill cleared the state Senate on
Monday by a vote of 37 to three. It now goes
to the desk of South Carolina Governor Nikki
Haley, who had made an ardent plea to law-
makers to approve the measure following
the June 17 massacre of nine African
Americans at an evening prayer service.

Dylann Roof, 21, a suspected white
supremacist charged with the killings in
Charleston, has been seen in online photo-
graphs flaunting the Confederate flag, which
for many critics symbolizes the slavery era of

the US South before the Civil War. Haley, in a
posting on her Facebook page, praised law-
makers for voting to remove the divisive ban-
ner from the grounds of the state capital
building-a move which just a few short
weeks ago would have been unthinkable.

“It is a new day in South Carolina, a day
we can all be proud of, a day that truly brings
us all together as we continue to heal, as one
people and one state,” she wrote.

Lawmakers said Haley could have the flag
lowered before the end of the week. She has
24 hours to do so after signing the measure
into law. The vote came after more than 13
hours of heated debate in the South Carolina
House, with opponents of the flag defeating
a raft of amendments intended to slow down
passage of the measure. Late into the debate,
one lawmaker made an impassioned plea to
remove the “symbol of hate.”

“I cannot believe that we do not have the
heart in this body to do something meaning-
ful, such as take a symbol of hate off these
grounds on Friday,” cried Representative
Jenny Horne, a Republican. As Horne made
her stirring speech, she thrust her finger

repeatedly toward the ground while raising
her voice, at times fighting back tears. The
desk and chair of late senator Clementa
Pinckney, slain in the massacre, was draped
in black as his one-time colleagues debated
the issue and evoked his memory.

Symbol of heritage or hate?
Backers said the vote marks the begin-

ning of a new era in South Carolina and
elsewhere in the South. “It’s been a long
time coming but I always felt this day would
come,” tweeted James Clyburn, a longtime
member of the US House from South
Carolina, who is African American. “I look
forward to Gov Haley expeditiously signing
this bill and finally removing the
Confederate battle flag from the Statehouse
grounds.”

Officials said once removed, the flag will
be taken to a museum where it will be dis-
played as an artifact of Southern history.
Longstanding calls for the removal of the
banner, but they were rekindled after the
killings at the historic Emanuel African
Methodist Episcopal church.—AFP
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Catholic Church gets
win in liberal

California Legislature
LOS ANGELES: The Catholic Church, often out of step with
California’s liberal Legislature, notched a prominent win at the state-
house this week after aligning with advocates for the disabled and
medical groups to defeat a proposal to allow terminally ill patients to
legally end their lives. The decision by a legislative committee
Tuesday to shelve the bill followed weeks of lobbying by competing
interest groups over whether to make California the next state to
allow physicians to legally prescribe fatal medication, following
Oregon, Washington, Montana and Vermont.

Los Angeles Archbishop Jose H. Gomez wrote to the Assembly
Health Committee last month, warning against a state that responds
to suffering by “making it easier for people to kill themselves.”

An archdiocese website urged volunteers to get involved.
Parishioners and seminarians called and met with legislators. Using
English and Spanish, the Diocese of Orange urged parishioners on its
website to write members of the Legislature to oppose the bill.

He characterized the archdiocese as part of a “broad and diverse
coalition,” that included health care workers, disabled people and
other groups. California lawmakers have long been at the forefront of
advancing gay and reproductive rights, issues that frequently conflict
with Catholic teachings.—AP

Europeans rush to seek
Cuba deals in light of

US-Cuba thaw
HAVANA: European officials and businesses are visiting Cuba in
unprecedented numbers, attracted by its market-oriented reforms
and hastened to act by Havana’s improved relations with the
United States. Seventy-five companies accompanied Spain’s
Minister of Industry, Energy and Tourism Jose Manuel Soria during
his visit this week, and 140 Italian firms also visited with Italy’s
deputy minister for economic development, Carlo Calenda.

German Foreign Minister Frank-Walter Steinmeier was also
scheduled to lead a delegation of 100 businesses to Cuba, but that
trip was postponed due to ongoing talks with Iran and the crisis in
Greece. Similar delegations from France, Britain and the
Netherlands have arrived in recent weeks. “No one wants to miss
the train,” said Herman Portocarero, the European Union’s ambas-
sador to Cuba.

Since US President Barack Obama and Cuban leader Raul
Castro announced last December they would restore diplomatic
ties, scores of US businesses have come calling, including con-
glomerates such as Johnson & Johnson, Dow Chemical , Microsoft,
Google, Dell and US airlines. They remain largely shut out by a US
economic embargo, which Obama is asking Congress to lift, so the
Europeans are attempting to seize the moment while they still
have an advantage.

“The crowning glory was when President Raul Castro visited
Rome (in May). He told us to hurry up and come with our compa-
nies, and we did so quickly,” Mario Giro, Italy’s under-secretary for
foreign affairs, told reporters in Havana late on Wednesday. Italian
companies have 14 projects planned for Cuba’s Chinese-style spe-
cial development zone around the newly built container port at
Mariel, he said. — Reuters

WASHINGTON: Agapita Montes-Rivera (center), the mother of
Antonio Zambrano-Montes, is comforted following the funeral
for her son in Pasco, Washington. A Washington state man was
holding a large rock and drew back his arm as if he was going
to throw it when police officers opened fire and killed him, one
of the officers said in a recording released Wednesday.—AP

San Francisco defendant’s 
immigration history is common

SAN FRANCISCO: Long before he was arrest-
ed in the shooting death of a woman at one of
San Francisco’s most popular tourist sites, Juan
Francisco Lopez Sanchez was using the US
Mexican border like a revolving door.

He was arrested while in the US illegally
and deported to his native Mexico five times
from June 1994 to June 2009, only to slip back
into the country. He served roughly 15 years in
federal prison in three stints for illegal re-entry,
completing the most recent stretch earlier this
year. But his habit of sneaking across the bor-
der is not all that uncommon. His case has
illustrated yet again how border enforcement
along the nearly 2,000-mile (3,220-kilometer)
boundary with Mexico is an often frustrating
task. Last week, Sanchez was arrested and
accused of killing 32-year-old Kathryn Steinle

as she walked with her father. He pleaded not
guilty Tuesday to murder charges. It turned
out that Sanchez, 45, was out on the streets
because of San Francisco’s “sanctuary” policy
of minimal cooperation with federal immigra-
tion authorities.

“It’s hard to physically prevent a committed
immigrant from finding a way to get back in
the US,” said Marc Rosenblum, deputy director
for US immigration policy at the Migration
Policy Institute. In 2013, a total of 18,498 peo-
ple were sentenced for the federal crime of
felony re-entry of the US. The offenders had
been deported an average of 3.2 times each.
The average sentence was 18 months, accord-
ing to the US Sentencing Commission. A dra-
matic increase in border enforcement after the
terror attacks of Sept. 11, 2001 made it increas-

ingly difficult to cross. The Border Patrol dou-
bled to more than 20,000 agents under
President George W. Bush, and fences were
erected on about one-third of the border. 

Exactly how Sanchez managed to keep
slipping back into the US was not clear. But he
was sent to federal prison in 1998, serving
about 41/2 years, and again in 2003, where he
put in nearly six years, and again in 2011, when
he got close to four years. After he completed
that term, federal officials transferred him to
San Francisco’s jail in March to face a 20-year-
old marijuana charge. But local prosecutors
dropped the drug charge, and the San
Francisco sheriff, citing the city’s sanctuary pol-
icy, released Sanchez in April, despite an
Immigration and Customs Enforcement
request to hold him for deportation.— AP


